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ADVERTISEMENT. 


- 


As the ſources which have ſupplied theſe authentic 
documents, are gratefully mentioned in the preface to the 
firſt volume, it will be only neceſlary to add a few expla- 
nations. 

The materials are arranged under eight periods, corre- 
ſponding with the periods in the narrative. 

The order of date has been uſually preſerved, excepting 
in ſuch parts as relate to a ſpeciſic ſubject, as the South 
Sea, Atterbury, Bolingbroke, &c. TL 

The orthography has been in moſt places ſcrupulodlly 
followed. 

The collection to which each letter belongs, i is ſpecified 
in the margin, under the titles of Orford, Walpole, 
Hardwicke, Townſhend, Stanhope, Harrington, Waldegrave, 
Grantham, Midleton, Sydney, Melcombe, Devonſhire, Egre- 
mont, Campbell, Onflow, Weſton, Poynts, . Keene, Songs, 
and Aſtle papers. 


The 


1 vi rin 


2 


5 The letters and papers, which are copies or draughts, 
ED are noted in the margin. Moſt of the other letters, which 

[| are not thus diſtinguiſhed, were either written or ſigned by 
[| the correſpondents. - In the table of, contents, the author 
| has endeavoured as much as poſſible to diſcriminate the 
reſpective papers and letters by appropriate marks. 
The autographs, with 4. 

| WA The letters . which were only. bed 15 the corre- 
ſpondents, with / oe 

The draughts, with d. e Ten DEE 
The autograph draughts, 8 mt 
Thoſe which are doubtful or uncertain, have no mark. 
Tranſlations, with #. „ 5 ras 
As the printer has in a few inſtances omitted the word 
copy in the margin, the copies are alſo diſtinguiſhed by c. 
It may be neceſſary, however, to appriſe the reader, 
that moſt of theſe copies are either tranſcripts from the 
originals or official, or were taken by the order, and under 
the inſpection of the original writers. 
| Four plates are given, containing fac ſimiles of the hand- 
writing of George the firſt, George the ſecond, queen 
Caroline, fir Robert Walpole, the Pretender, and of many 


others, whoſe letters ROT in the correſpondence. 
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from bottom, for Laintin, read Quintin, 
for their, read they. | 
from bottom, inſert can before render. | 
read Secretary Stanhope to Stephen Peyntx. | | 


before 222275 inſert hit. , . 
the heads of the letter ſhould be, Jacobitiſa loſes in the home counties 
the inland and weſtern parts of England and Wales, &c. 


for Henden, read Heydone | | 5 | 
after above, a comma. 
for him, inſert Cardinal Fleury. : | | 


the letter dated July 23—Aug. 3, ſhould precede that dated Aug. 12, 261. | 
after evill, inſert be. _ | 
for of, read to, _ OM 


from bottom, after aui, inſert be. | 
from bottom, for letter, read latter. | - 
after unpuniſhed, a comma. | | | 
for thence, read hence, 

from bottom, after oppoſition, inſert abo. 

for George the Fin, read George the Second. 
for count, read counteſs, line 13, for Dr. read dan. 
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Letters and Papers relating to Atterbury. 
1722 May 29. Robert Walpole to Horace Walpole a. — 220 : 
— Aug, 4 Biſhop Atterbury to Robert Walpole &a. — 223 ; 
— — 224 


Aug. 15. Robert Walpole to biſhop Atterbury c. 


Period III. Anno | | Page 


1720t01727.1722 Aug. 18. Biſhop Atterbury to Robert Walpole 4. — 225 
8 Atterbury's proofs that fir Robert Walpole intended to bring in the | 
| pretender a. 4. — 226 


Atterbury endeavours to prove that fir Robert Walpole is tottering a. d. 229 
1729 Dec. 4. Biſhop Atterbury to Mr. Dicconſon c. 233 
1731 Dec. 14. Biſhop Atterbury to Mr. Taylor &, 234 
| Examination of William Morrice /. 235 
1732 March 3. Mr. Delafaye to earl Waldegrave a. 236 
— May 11. Mr. Delafaye to earl Waldegrave a. 237 
1727 Jan, 11, William Morice to biſhop Atterbury #. 238 
1728 Jan. 2. William Morice to biſhop Atterbury à. ib, 
1727 Feb. 9. William Morice to biſhop Atterbury a: 241 
1728 May 8. William Morice to biſhop Atterbury a. ib, 
1727 Dec. 2. The ducheſs of Buckingham to Mrs. Morice 4. 242 
— Dec. 3. Mrs. Morice to the ducheſs of Buckingham à. 244 
1728 June 24. William Morice to biſhop Atterbury a. 245 
— Sept. 26. William Morice to biſhop Atterbury à. 250 
1729 April 25, William Morice to biſhop Atterbury a. ib. 
1728 Sept. 26. William Morice to biſhop Atterbury a. ib. 
1729 April 25. William Morice to biſhop Atterbury a. 251 


ne 


Correſpondence of Robert Walpole with Lord Townſhend and others. 


1723 April 19. Robert Walpole to fir Luke Schaub a. 
— July 18, Robert Walpole to fir Luke Schaub a. 
— July 16. Lord Townſhend to Robert Walpole c. ; 
— July 28. Lord Townſhend to Robert Walpole c. 
Lord Townſhend to Robert Walpole c. 
Aug. 11. Lord Townſhend to Robert Walpole c. 
Aug. 30. Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend c. 
Aug. 5. Robert Walpole to fir Luke Schaub a. 
Aug. 3. Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend c. 
Aug. 30. Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend à. 
Sept. 8. Lord Townſhend to Robert Walpole c. 
Sept. 21. Lord Townſhend to Robert Walpole a. 
Sept. 25. Lord Townſhend to Robert Walpole c. 
Oct. 2. Lord Townſhend to Robert Walpole c. 
Oct. 12. Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend 4. 
Oct. 22. Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend a. 
Oct. 25. Lord Townſhend to Robert Walpole c. 
Oct. 29. Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend à. 
Nov. 6. Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend as 
Nov. 15. Lord Townſhend to Robert Walpole c. 
Nov. 27. Lord Townſhend to the duke of Newcaſtle c. 
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ib, 
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NAS ERS 0 


1 


April 


Sept. 
Sept. 
June 


Sept. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 


Dec. 


Nov. 


Nov. 30» 


Dec. 5. 
April 1. 


2. 


Letters between Count Broglio and the King of France. 


July 6. 

July 10. 
July 20. 
July 18. 
July 24. 
July 27. 


. 


CONTENTS. 


Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend 2. 
Lord Townſhend to the King 4. 

Lord Townſhend to Robert Walpole c. 
Lord Townſhend to the duke of Grafton 4. 
Lord Townſhend to the duke of Grafton 4. 
Lord Townſhend to the King 4. 


Count Broglio to the king of France :. 
Count Broglio to the king of France t. 
Count Broglio to the king of France :. 
The king of France to count Broglio :. 
Count Broglio to the king of France t. 
Count Broglio to the king of France 7. 


1 


I 


Papers and Letters principally relating to Bolingbroke. 


May 10. 
March 3. 


13. 
15. 
28. 


July 20. 


17. 
17. 
28. 
29. 


30. 


Jan. 12. 


Feb. 3. 
April 2. 
Oct. 24. 


May 22. 
Feb. 6. 
Jan. 30. 
29. 


Intelligence reſpecting lord Bolingbroke 

Earl of Stair to Horace Walpole 42. 

Lord Bolingbroke to fir William Wyndham à. 
Lord Townſhend to ſecretary Stanhope 4. 

Lord Bolingbroke to lord Townſhend c. 

Lord Townſhend to lord Bolingbroke c. 

Lord Bolingbroke :o lord Townſhend c. 

Lord Bolingbroke, probably to lord Harcourt a. 
Lord Bolingbroke, probably to lord Harcourt à. 
Lord Bolingbroke to lord Townſhend 32. 

Lord Bolingbroke to Horace Walpole 3. 

Lord Bolingbroke to lord Harcourt 4. . 

Lord Bolingbroke, probably to lord Townſhend 2. 
Lord Bolingbroke, probably to lord Harcourt a. 
From lord Bolingbroke a. 

Lord Bolingbroke, probably to lord Townſhend à. 
Lord Bolingbroke, probably to lord Townſhend à. 
Lord Townſhend to Horace Walpole a. 

Lord Bolingbroke to the duke of Newcaſtle c. 
Lady Bolingbroke to lord Townſhend a. 

Lord Bolingbroke to fir William Wyndham à. 
Lord Bolingbroke to fir William Wyndham a. 
Lord Bolingbroke to fir William Wyndham 
Lord Bolingbroke to fir William Wyndham à. 
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Period III. Anno 
1720to 1727. 1736 
—. 


— 


1742 
1744 
1737 


Fahnen! 


\ 


% 


Jan. 5, 

Feb. 20. 
OR. 30. 
Nov. 12. 
Sept. 13. 


Nov. 1. 
Dec. 19. 
Dec. 26. 
Jan. 7. 

Sept. 1. 
Oct. 17. 
Oct. 31. 
Oct. 21. 
Dec. 10. 
Sept. 30. 
Nov. 1. 
Jan. 11. 
Jan. 12. 
Feb. 1. 

March 2. 


March 11. 
March 24. 


April 18. 
April 14. 
April 21. 
May 10. 


May 18. 


Aug. 29. 
OS. 31. 
Nov. 7. 

Nov. 17. 
Nov. 23. 


Jan. 17. 


March 15. 


May 1. 


CONTENTS. 


Lord Bolingbroke to fir William Wyndham 2. 
Lord Bolingbroke to fir William Wyndham 2. 
Lord Bolingbroke to lord chancellor Hardwicke a. 
Lord Bolingbroke to lord Hardwicke a. 


Etough's minutes of a converſation with fir Robert Walpole 2. 


[It 


Letters and Papers relating to Wood's Patent. 


Duke of Grafton to the archbiſhop of Dublin 4. 
Duke of Grafton to Robert Walpole 7. 
Robert Walpole to the duke of Grafton 4a. 
Duke of Grafton to lord Townſhend #2. 
Duke of Newcaftle to lord Townſhend a. 
Duke of Grafton to Robert Walpole #2. 
Duke of Grafton to Robert Walpole à. 
Lord Carteret to the duke of Grafton 
Robert Walpole to the duke of Newcaſtle c. 
Mr. I. Porter to the lords juſtices of Ireland c. 
Lord Carteret to the duke of Newcaſtle c. 
Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend c. 
Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend c. 
Lord Midleton to Alan Brodrick a. 
Lord Midleton to Thomas Brodrick à. 
Saint John Brodrick to lord Midleton a. 
Saint John Brodrick to lord Midleton a. 
Saint John Brodrick to lord Midleton a. 
Saint John Brodrick to lord Midleton a, 
Saint John Brodrick to lord Midleton à. 
Saint John Brodrick to lord Midleton a. 
Saint John Brodrick to lord Midleton a. 
Saint John Brodrick to lord Midleton a, 
Saint John Brodrick to lord Midleton a. 
Saint John Brodrick to lord Midleton &@. 
Thomas Brodrick to lord Midleton à. 
Lord Midleton to Thomas Brodrick à. 
Lord Midleton to Thomas Brodrick 4a, 
Lord Midleton to Thomas Brodrick a. 
Lord Midleton to Thomas Brodrick à. 
Lord Midleton to Thomas Brodrick a. 
Saint John Brodrick to lord Midleton as. 
Lord Midleton to Thomas Brodrick a4. 
Lord Midleton to Thomas Brodrick a. 


Wenne 


Page 
335 
338 
342 
343 


344 


346 
347 
348 
349 
ib. 
352 
358 
363 
ib. 
365 
ib. 
367 
368 
7b; 
372 
376 
378 
379 
380 
381 
385 
386 
388 
389 
391 
392 
394 
395 
400 
402 
406 
409 
413 
417 
1725 


1725 


July 4. 


— July 17. 


Aug. 19. 


— Aug. 27. 


— 


2 


Sept. 16. 
Nov. 17. 


CONTENTS 


Lord Midleton to Thomas Brodrick à. 
Lord Midleton to Thomas Brodrick & 
Lord Midleton to Thomas Brodrick a: 


Lord Midleton to Thomas Brodrick #2. 
Lord Midleton to Thomas Brodrick #2. 


Lord Midleton to Thomas Brodrick 4a. 
Lord Midleton to Thomas Brodrick à. 
Intended Ie of Drapier's letters 


1 


1 


} 


il 


: | 


419 1720to 1727. 


423 
426 
428 
439 
433 
435 
wor 


Letters between Sir Robert Walpole, Lord Townſhend, the Earl of lay, and 


Feb. 8. 


July 31. 


Aug. 9. 
Aug. 24. 
Aug. 14. 
Aug. 17. 
Aug. 28. 


Sept. 4. 


Sept. 7. 
Oct. 7. 


July 20. 
July 27. 
Aug. 9. 
Sept. 21. 
Oct. 4. 
July 25. 


Oct. 13. 


others, relating to the Tumults in Scotland. 


Saint John Brodrick to lord Midleton as 


Mr. John Campbell to fir Robert Walpole . 


Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend c. 
Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend c. 
Sir Robert Walpole to the earl of Ilay a. 


Lord 'Townſhend to the duke of Newcaſtle 


Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend 2. 
Sir Robert Walpole to the earl of Ilay a. 
Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend c. 


Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend c. 


Sir Robert Walpole to the earl of Ilay a. 


The earl of Ilay to Mr. Stewart a. 


Earl of llay to fir Robert Walpole 4. 

Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend c. 
Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend © c. 
Sir Robert Walpole to the earl of Ilay a. 
Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend c. 
Sir Robert Walpole to the earl of Ilay 4. 


Duke of Newcaſtle. 


Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend c. 
Lord Townſhend to fir Robert Walpole c. 
Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend c. 
Duke of Newcaſtle to lord Townſhend c. 
Lord Townſhend to the duke of Newcaſtle 


Co 


Intercepted letter from fir Henry Stirling c. 


Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend c. 
c 


i numme 


i 


469 
470 


Secret Correſpondence between Sir Robert Walpole, Lord Townſhend, and the 


1 
472 
473 
474 
= 
484 
485 

1725 


Xvüi 


Period III. Anno 


CONTENTS. 


Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend c. 


f 1720to 1727. 1725 Oct. 21. | — 
— — Sept. 29. Lord Carteret to Richard Edgecumbe c. — 
— Oc. 21. Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend c. — 
— Nov. 15. Lord Townſhend to the duke of Newcaſtle c. — 
— Dec. 10. Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend c. — 
Lord Townſhend's ſketch of a ſpeech for the enſuing ſeſſions 4. 
1725 Dec. 18. Lord Townſhend to fir Robert Walpole c. — 
1726 Feb. 10. Thomas Brodrick to lord Midleton &. — 
— June 19. Sir Robert Walpole to biſhop Frejus c. : — 
1726 April 23. Count Palm to the Emperor . — 
— May 16. Pozobueno to Ripperda t. — 
— May 23. Pozobueno to Ripperda t. . — 
— May 30. Pozobueno to Ripperda . — 
— Dec. 13. Count Palm to the Emperor t. — 
— Dec. 17. Count Palm to the Emperor :. — 
— Dec. 21. Sizendorff to Palm z. — — 
— Dec. 27. Riva to the duke of Modena :. GS — 
1727 March 14. Sir Charles Wager to fir Robert Walpole a. — 513 : 
— May 22. Horace Walpole to Stephen Poyntz à. — 515 | 
— June 27. Sir Cyril Wyck to Stephen Poyntz — ib. | 
PERIOD THE FOURTH. I 
From the Acceſſion of George the Second to the _ 
Reſignation of Lord Townſhend. 23 
1727 to 1730. ; 
Anno Page 7 
1727 June 24. Lord Townſhend to the King 4. — 516 3 
— July 1. The duke of Newcaſtle to Thomas Robinſon 3 517 A 
— — Ihe duke of Newcaſtle to the earl of Waldegrave a——— ib. 3 
— July 7. The duke of Newcaſtle to the earl of Waldegrave m=—_—_ 518 3 
— Aug. 9. The duke of Newcaſtle to the earl of Waldegrave / — 518 0 
Minutes of a converſation with Mr. Scrope @. — 519 1 
Notes 1 


CONTENTS. 


xix 


Period IV. 


Notes from Lord Townſhend to George the Second, with the King* s Anſwers. 1727501730. 


Anno 


1728 


1728 


1728 


1728 


1728 


1728 
1729 


1729 


1729 


1729 


1729 
1730 


1730 


July 2. 
July 26. 


Sept. 20. 
Sept. 24. 


Nov. 6. 


Dec. 3. 


Dec. 
April 13. 


OR. 5. 
Aug. 31. 
Dec. 8. 


Dec, | 8. 
Feb. 8. 


Feb. 8. 


Lord Townſhend to the King /. 


The King in reply a. 


Lord Townſhend to the King . 
The King in reply à. 

Lord Townſhend to the King /. 
Lord Townſhend to the King oh 
The King in reply à. 

Lord Townſhend to the King / 
The King in reply a. 

Lord Townſhend to the King . 
The King in reply à. 

Lord Townſhend to the King 
The King in reply a. 

Lord Townſhend to the King . 
The King in reply a. 

Lord Townſhend to the King A 
The King in reply a. 


Lord Townſhend to M. de Schleinitz d. 


Lord Townſhend to the King /. 
The King in reply a. | 
Lord Townſhend to the King J. 
The King in reply à. 

Lord Townſhend to the King J. 
The King in reply a. 


Lord Townſhend's conference with count Kinſki c. 


Lord Townſhend to the King & 


The King in reply a, | 
Lord Townſhend to the King 7 


The King in reply a. 

Lord Townſhend to the King /. 
The King in reply @a. | 
Lord Townſhend to the King 7 
Lord Townſhend to the King . 
The King in reply a. 

Lord Townſhend to the King ' 


The King in reply a. 


Lord Townſhend to the King 
The King in reply à. 
CZ 


Wannen 


Page 
5 20 
521 


xx CONTENTS. 


, Anno Page 
; 3 1739 Feb, 19. Lord Townſhepd to the King . | 
— The King in reply 4. | 
Lord Townſhend to the King /. 
The King in reply a.. 
Lord Townſhend to the King h 
| a The King in reply 2. 
Fo Lord Townſhend to the King / 
The King in reply "a. 
Lord Townſhend to the King /. 
The King in reply a. | 
Lord Townſhend to the King /. 
The King in reply a. 
Lord Townſhend to the King /. 
The King in reply à. 
Lord Townſhend to the King /. 
The King in reply 4. 
Lord Townſhend to the King - 
The King in reply a. 
Lord Townſhend to the King A 
The King in reply 4. 
Lord 'Townſhend to the King / 
1727 Aug. 9. Horace Walpole to fir Robert Walpole a. 
Nov. 11. Horace Walpole to fir Robert Walpole à. 
| Sir Robert Walpole to the Hon. Thomas Townſhend 
Jan. 24. . Horace Walpole to the earl of Waldegraye a. 
Feb. 2. George Tilſon to the earl of Waldegrave à. 
Feb. 12. Horace Walpole to the earl of Waldegrave a. 
Feb. 15. Horace Walpole to the earl of Waldegrave a. 
Feb. 22. De la Faye to the earl of Waldegrave à. 
March 7. George Tilſon to the earl of Waldegrave 4. 
March 11. De la Faye to the earl of — a. 
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Speaker Onſlow's Remarks on various Parts of Sir Robert Walpole $ conduct, 
and Anecdotes of the ane Leaders of the Oppoſition. 
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Dec. 7. 
Dec. 17. 
Dec. 27. 
Jan. 29. 
Feb. 4. 
Feb. 9. 
Feb. 11. 
March 4. 
March . 


March 25. 


April 11. 
May 13. 
May 25. 


June 3. 
June 15. 
July zo. 
Sept. 13. 
Oct. 8. 
Oct. 9. 


Oct. 10. 


Oct. 18. 
Nov. 2. 
Oct. 26. 
Nov. 2. 
Oct. 26. 
Oct. 27. 
Oct. 30. 


Jan. 7. 


May 14. 
May 25. 
June 4. 
June 8. 
June 9. 
June 14. 
July 10. 
June 28. 


CONTENTS. 


Letters relating to Ripperda. 


The Pretender to the duke of Ripperda e. 
William Stanhope to lord Townſhend c. 
William Stanhope to lord Townſhend c. 

The Emperor to the duke of Ripperda :. 
William Stanhope to the duke of Newcaſtle 4. 
The Pretender to the duke of Ripperda c. 
William Stanhope to the duke of Newcaſtle d. 
The Pretender to the duke of Ripperda c. 
The Emperor to the duke of Ripperda :.. 
William Stanhope to the duke of Newcaſtle 4. 
William Stanhope to the duke of Newcaſtle 72. 


William Stanhope to the duke of Newcaſtle d. 


William Stanhope to the duke of Newcaſtle 4. 
William Stanhope to the duke of Newcaſtle 4. 
The duke of Newcaſtle to Horace Walpole | 
Benjamin Keene to the duke of Newcaſtle c. 


William Stanhope to the duke of Newcaſtle c. 


Benjamin Keene to the duke of Newcaſtle c, 
Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend a, 


Lord Townſhend to Mr. Corbiere 


Lord Townſhend to Mr. Corbiere 

Mr. Corbiere to lord Townſhend 2. 
Lord Townſhend to the King 

The duke of Ripperda to monſieur Troye r. 
Lord Townſhend to fir Robert Walpole 

Baron of Ripperda to the duke of Ripperda 7. 
Ripperda to his Son :. jy 

Duke of Ripperda to his Son r. 


William Stanhope and Horace Walpole to the duke of 


Baron de Ripperda to the duke of Ripperda :. 
The duke of Ripperda to fir Robert Walpole 


De la Faye to Horace Walpole a. 

The duke of Newcaſtle to William Stanhope c. 
The duke of Newcaſtle to William Stanhope c. 
William Stanhope to the duke of Newcaſtle c. 
Stephen Poyntz to lord Townſhend a. ; 
The duke of Newcaſtle to William Stanhope e. 
Lord Townſhend to Stephen Poyntz 4. 

Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townſhend a. 

The duke of Wharton to Horace Walpole a. 
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Page 1727 to 1730. 


572 
573 
574 
583 
584 
585 
586 
587 

ib. 
588 
590 
597 
598 
600 
605 
606 
610 
613 
614 

ib. 

ib. 
615 

ib, 
617 
ib. 
16. 
620 

16. 
621 

ib, 


xxi 


- % 


Period IV. 


622 


623 

ib. 
624 
625 
627 
629 
630 
632 

ib. 


1728 


xxii 


period IV. Anno 
1727 to 1730. 1728 
— — 


1729 


July 6. 


July 12. 
Aug. 14. 
Feb. 11. 
Feb. 21. 
June 2. 
April 15. 
June 9. 
June 23. 
June 
July 1. 
July 7. 
July 8. 
July 24. 
July 28. 
Aug. 4. 
Aug. 8. 
Aug. 19. 
Aug. 22. 
Aug. 12. 
Aug. 25. 
Sept. 9. 


Stephen Poyntz to the Hon. Thomas Townſhend à. 


CONTENTS. 


** 


The duke of Wharton to Horace Walpole a. 
Horace Walpole to the duke of Newcaſtle c. 
The duke of Newcaſtle to Horace Walpole /. 
Horace Walpole to the duke of Newcaſtle c. 
Horace Walpole to the earl of Waldegrave a. 
Lord Townſhend to Stephen Poyntz /. 

Lord Townſhend to Stephen Poyntz 7. 

The duke of Newcaſtle to William Stanhope c. 
The duke of Newcaſtle to William Stanhope c. 
Sir Robert Walpole to fir Hans Sloane a. 

The duke of Newcaſtle to William Stanhope c. 
Lord Townſhend to the earl of Cheſterfield 72. 
Lord Townſhend to the earl of Cheſterfield 72. 
The earl of Cheſterfield to lord Townſhend a. 
The biſhop of London to lord Townſhend 42. 
The earl of Cheſterfield to the Plenipotentiaries 
The duke of Newcaſtle to William Stanhope c. 


Biſhop of London to lord Townſhend à. 

The duke of Newcaſtle to William Stanhope 

The duke of Newcaſtle to William Stanhope c. 
Lord Townſhend to Meſirs. Walpole and Poyntz + 
The duke of Newcaſtle to William Stanhope c. 
The duke of Newcaſtle to William Stanhope c. 
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ib. 
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Oct. 11. Stephen Poyntz to Thomas Townſhend a. d. 
Nov. 4. Horace Walpole to Stephen Poyntz à. 

Nov. 18. The duke of Newcaſtle to William Stanhope c. 
Nov. 26. Stephen Poyntz to lord Townſhend à. | 
1730 Jan. 21. Horace Walpole to Stephen Poyntz à. 

Feb. 18. The ducheſs of Kendal to fir Robert Walpole a, 
March 13. Horace Wapole to lord Harrington and Mr. Poyntz &. ib, 
March 22. Horace Walpole to lord Harrington and Mr. Poyntz a. 670 
March 24. Horace Walpole to the carl of Waldegrave a. 
March 26. Stephen Poyntz to the Hon. Thomas Townſhend 42. 
March 27. The duke of Newcaſtle to lord Harrington c. 
April 4. The duke of Newcaſtle to lord Harrington c. 
— — The duke of Newcaſtle to lord Harrington and Stephen Poyntz 679 
April 12. The earl of Waldegrave to Horace Walpole a. d. 
May 2. Lord Townſhend to the earl of Waldegrave 4. 
— Horace Walpole to the earl of Waldegrave a, 
May 4. The duke of Newcaſtle to Lord Harrington 

April 26. The earl of Waldegrave to Horace Walpole 4. 4. 
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May 4. 
May 12. 


May 13. 


May 28. 
May 30. 
June 5. 

May 21. 
May 23. 
May 12. 
May 16. 


May 23. 
June 2. 
June 25. 


Horace Walpole to lord Harrington and S. Poyntz 
Horace Walpole to the earl of Waldegrave à. 
The duke of Newcaſtle to lord Harrington e. 
Horace Walpole to the Plenipotentiaries a. 

The duke of Newcaſtle to lord Harrington c. 

The duke of Newcaſtle to lord Harrington c. 
The earl of Waldegrave to Horace Walpole 

The earl of Waldegrave to the earl of Cheſterfield 


Lord Townſhend to M, de Bouſſet a. 4. 


Lord Townſhend to M. Stein 4. 

Lord Townſhend to M. Slingelandt 72. 
Penſionary Slingelandt to lord Townſhend /. 
Thomas Townſhend to Stephen Poyntz a. 


Rev. Dr, Conyers Middleton to the Hon, Thomas Townſhend a 702 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 
EARL OF ORFORD. 


VOLUME THE SECOND. 


PART I. 


THE CORRESPONDENCE from 1700 to 1727. 
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MEMOIRS 
SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Original Correſpondence and authentic Papers. 


PERIOD THE FIRST. 
To the Acceſſion of George the Firſt; ö 


17001714. 


1700. 
— 


FRANCIS HARE* TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Congratulates him on his marriage. 

DEAR BOB, Auguſt 8, 1700, 
br brother communicated to me the news you ſent him laſt night. Period I. 

I condoled upon the occaſion, told him he muſt now lay aſide all 
thoughts of being elder brother, and that he had nothing left but to ſtudy 1700, 
hard. What he has to ſay in anſwer to your news he tells me you ſhall hear Orford 
this poſt. Deareſt Bob, for my own part I have ſo much deſired to ſee this F.Pers. 
day, eſpecially ſince I ſaw H. Bland, that I cannot but take the firſt opportu- 
nity to give you joy. There 1s no friend I wiſh better to, none, for whom I 
ſhould be more concerned for their doing that well, on which their happineſs 
ſo much depends, Dear Bob, though I am a ſtranger both to the perſon and 
character of your lady, I dare truſt your judgment in the choice you have 
made, and therefore heartily congratulate your concluſion of this affair, and 


wiſh you all the joy that a lady agreeable to yourſelf can give you; and then 


* Afterwards biſhop of Chicheſter, 


VOL. II. PART 11. B 


I am 


1 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


period I. I am ſure I can wiſh you nothing more: if I were to draw your lady's pic- 
1700191714: ture by your own, I ſhould have before me ſo many good qualities, as muſt 
needs make her very agreeable and you very happy. But I muſt not by a 
long letter ſteal from your lady the minutes which you have made her's. Tis 
odds but this finds you either with her or thinking of her, and a long letter 
would only be a long interruption, therefore I ſhall add nothing further, but 
to wiſh you all in one word, wiſh you may be as happy in your lady as ſhe 
will be in you. Theſe are, Dear Bob, the ſincereſt wiſhes of your very affec- 
tionate, &c. 
D. B. You will pardon the haſte of this, and conclude, that if I had been 
leſs a friend, I ſhould have written with more care. 


FRANCIS HARE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Condoles with him on the death of his father. — Hopes he will anſwer the 
expeflations of his friends. 


; DEAR SIR, November 16, 1700. 
170. J Hope with this you receive your brother ſafe after a tedious and melancholy 
Orford journey; and deſire you would let him come back as ſoon as you can, his 
Papers. abſence being at preſent very inconvenient for him. I ſhould upon this occa- 
ſion ſuggeſt ſuch conſiderations as might alleviate the ſence of your great loſs; 
but the very little time I have had fince I heard it is run away in thinking 
whether I ſhould write or no. The reſpe@ due to your father's memory, 
and the great affection I owe to and have for yourſelf make me not know how 
not to write; and yet the trouble and affliction this finds you under, for the 3 
loſs of ſo near and dear a friend, which your good nature I am ſure gives you 'J 
a very tender ſence of, makes me think writing but an interruption, and un- 9 
reaſonable. Give me leave, Dear Bob, at leaſt to ſay thus mueh, that the firſt 3 
reflection this news gave me was, that you had a great deal more reaſon to be L 
glad it did not happen ſooner, than you have to be ſorry that it has happened Y 
now, which added to the long expectations and apprehenſions you have been a | 4 
great while uſed to, together with the very little comfort he had in living, or 1 
was ever like to have, theſe conſiderations I think will very much abate the L 
i tendereſt ſence of your beſt nature for the loſs of the deareſt friend. Dear ; 


Bob, I cant forbear putting you in mind how many eyes you have now upon 
you, and there is no greater happineſs I can wiſh you than to anſwer the ex- 
pettations you have raiſed in thoſe that know you ; I with pleaſure reckon 
myſelf in that number, and deſire you would always believe to be with the 


i greateſt ſincerity, &c. 
| HORACE 
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ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


1702. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Mentions the diſcontents among the fellows of St. John's college, on his ſecond- 
ing the motion for abjuring the pretended prince of Wales. | 

DEAR BROTHER, | February 28, 1701=2, 
O ſooner had I enquired whether I ſhould be expelled for ſtaying fo 
long, but I was told that you would be excommunicated ; for the maſter, 
tutor, pupils, ſophs, batchelors, and all that are non-jurors of St. John's, or 
all that are as bad as non-jurors, are reſolved to iſſue a bull againſt you, for 


3 


Period I. 
i 700 to 17 I 4» 


1702. 


Orford 
Papers. 


ſpeeching it againſt them, and their little dapper king the other ſide of the 


vater: ſome ſay you moved, but no one ſeconded you, others that you 
moved but the ſpeaker reprimanded you, with a long ſpeech in commendation 
of Dr. G—r. But I am told that Mr. H—d's account is, that you vehe- 
mently inveighed againſt Dr. G—r, that though maſter of a college he never 
took the oaths himſelfe, and tolerated thirty-five non- jurors fellows of the 
college. As ſoon as I recovered myſelfe from this violent attack, and with a 
mouthfull of ſweet air was refreſhed from the ſtrong jacobiticall blaſt, I an- 
ſwered, I was ſure my brother would never be aſhamed to own out of the 
houſe, what he had ſpoke within, eſpecially in ſupporting this government, 
and removing all obſtacles againſt it, that there was no need of fathering lies 
upon him, for I believe he had ſayd truth enough to doo the non-juror's 
buſineſs ; that you ſeconded the motion for their taking the oath of abjura- 
tion, and it paſt without oppoſition at all; and laſtly aſſur'd 'em, this houſe 
of commons was no whetſtone for jacobiticall teeth, and therefore they might 


bark long enough without biting ; and by a late“ inſtance their ſtrength 


proved ſo weak in this Univerſity that all they cou'd ſay or doe, wou'd 
make em no dangerous enemies to any but themſelves, and ſo left *em to 
conſider whether they could not ſwallow an oath for excluding a fictitious 
prince, and popiſh ſuperſtition hereafter, as well as they cou'd lies and 
ſcandall againſt thoſe that are for maintaining the preſent lawfull king and the 
proteſtant religion, and I believe they are not better ſatisfyed with my defence 
of you than they were before with Mr. H—d's accuſation. 


He alludes to the election of Henry Boyle, who was choſen member for the Univerſity in 
_ oppoſition to the tories and jacobites. 
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Period I, 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. | 
Poor John Willis begins to grudge the thanks he gave you, for reſigning, 


Kas e for by this oath of abjuration you are going to undo the kindneſs you did 


1703. 


Orford 
Papers. 


1 704. 
Orford 
Papers. 


him before, but I am apt to believe his golden fellowſhip will prove a ſufficient 
vehicle for ſuch a bitter pill. 8 | 


1703. 


CE —— 


JAMES STANHOPE® To ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Preſſes him, in the name of his friends, to attend parliament. 
DE AR SIR, London, October 28, 1703. 
EVERAL of your friends having heard that you doe not deſign to come 
up till Chriſtmas, I am commiſſioned by a full committee of them to ex- 
poſtulate with you if it be ſo. My lord Hartington, lord Halifax, Mr. 
Smith, and lord Sunderland, are particularly ſolicitous about it, and doe 


think that for what concerns the publick, you had as good not come at all. 


Having thus told you their opinions, I do not ſuppoſe any thing I can ſay 
from myſelf will be of any weight ; but you will eafily believe that I ſhould 
be very gladd both on the publick and my own account, to have your good 
company for the little time I ſhall have to be amongſt you, and I fancy we 
ſhall have ſome ſport before the king of Spainf can fail. My lord Corn- 
wallis has promiſed us to uſe his intereſt to ſend you to us. Your brother 
Shorter ſeems very well pleaſed with his deſigned expedition. Pray give my 
moſt humble ſervice to your lady, and believe that I am with great ſincerity 
dear W. your moſt affectionate, &c. 


1704. 
SPENCER COMPTONT TO ROBERT WALPOLE. | 
Report that Harley is to quit the chair. —Strongly preſſes him to attend 
N parliament. 


October 12, 1704. 
NOT having heard from you fince I writ laſt, I was in hopes to have ſeen 
you in town by this time; if a letter would not be too great a trouble, I 


* Afterwards earl Stanhope. 


I The archduke Charles, afterwards emperor, acknowledged king of Spain by the allies, 


in oppoſition to Philip, duke of Anjou, whom Louis XIV. ſupported. 


t Afterwards fir Spencer Compton, ſpeaker of the houſe of commons, and earl of Wil- 
mington, | 


ſhould 
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ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. "I 


hold be glad to know whether you deſign to be in town at the opening of the NN | 
ſeſſions. It is now reported afreſh that Mr. Harley will quit the chair, and ERS 


that the court will ſet up the ſollicitour, but that the other tories will try for 


Mr. Bromley ; I do not know whether you will think this conteſt worth your 
attendance, but ſure ſome good may be ſtruck out of this diviſion. Lord 
Hartington continues ill of the gout, and Mr. Smith has a defluxion on his 
eyes, and if Mr. Walpole ſhould be abſent, the poor whigs muſt loſe any ad- 


vantage that may offer itſelf, for want of a leader. I hope therefore you will 


not diſapoint your friends, who all deſire rs company, but none with more 
earneſtneſs and ſincerity than, &c. 


1700. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WAEPOLE.* 


Suppoſes the ſiege of Barcelona to be raiſed. —Reports of changes in the admini- 
ſtration not authenticated. The commiſſioners for the union with Scotland 
principally all whigs,—Will probably agree in a ſcheme to be laid before the 
partment. 

DEAR HORACE, | May the 13th, 1706. 


Received your letter from Liſbon, and likewiſe your ſecond from 1706. 

Gibraltar. I take this opportunity of writing to you by Mr. Tinback, who Stanhope 
I hope will find his excellency upon duty in Barcelona, which we take for — 
granted is relieved by the ſilence of all the French letters that have come by the 
three laſt mails, butt have yett noe particulars.— The wine for the duke of 
Somerſet, &c. is come ſafe, and proves very good. I ſhall drink your Jus 
health in it, and wiſh you all the good ſucceſſe imaginable. 

I am butt juſt returned from Norfolk, and found the town full of expeQa- 
tions of alterations and removes : butt there has been nothing done, except 
fir ]. Bland turned out and ſucceeded by fir W. St. Laintin in the revenue 
of Ireland.—1I ſuppoſe you have heard of the commiſſion of an union with 
Scotland: *tis altogether conſtituted of whigs, lords, and commoners ; lord 
Somers, lord Wharton, lord Townſend, &c. ; the ſpeaker, lord Harting- 
ton, Mr. Boyle, &c.; one and thirty for each nation. They meet daily, and 
are very buly. What propoſitions are on foot is a great ſecrett, butt they 


* Horatio, afterwards lord Walpole, was at this period private ſecretary to James, afterwards 
earl Stanhope, embaſſador to the archduke Charles, acknowledged king of Spain by the allies, 
who was then engaged in defending Barcelona, | 

ſeem 


6 


Period I, 
1700 t01714. 
— mmmed 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


ſeem to think the commiſſioners of both nations will certainly agree in a ſcheme 
to be laid before the two parliaments. 

Lord Hallifax is gone over to Hanover to preſent the garter to the young 
prince, the act for the naturalization of the princeſs Sophia, and the Regency-aQ. 
My brother Gal.“ continues ſtill upon the Lynn ſtation, where he finds the 
ſweet that tempts him to continue there, contrary to my opinion: *tis not yet 
known whither fir Cloudeſly Shovel goes; but an expedition ſeems reſolved 


upon, with a body of land forces on board to be commanded by my r 


1707. 


Stanhope 
Papers. 


who has his commiſſion already; butt I ſuppoſe . . . . . of this deſign waits 


the fate of Barcelona. I ſhall be mightily glad to ſee your next dated from 
Barcelona, Give a thouſand ſervices to his excellency. Methinks it would 


read very well to ſee Madrid at the top of a letter. When I know where to 
write to you I ſhall ſend you the occurrencys of this place, as what paſſes 
among you will be very acceptable to, Dear Brother, &c. 


: 1707. 


DC — 


4 » 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


Proceedings in the houſe of commons ſince his departure, Lord Rivers's ex- 
_ pedition, —Scotch union. Continuance of the bank. 

DEAR HORACE, February 12, 17067, 
Take this opportunity to give you a ſhort account of our proceedings ſince 
you left us. All things were very quiett in parliament till the Chriſtmas 

holidays, but the cabals of that receſſe produced freſh play: the firſt attack 
was in the committee of ſupply, where a demand was made for nine hundred 
and odd thouſand pounds advanced to the duke of Savoy and prince Eugenes 
expended on my lord Rivers's expedition over and above the ſupplies given 
the laſt ſeſſion of parliament ; they carried this ſoe far that they moved a cen- 
ſure upon the miniſtry for it; it was a long and warm debate, and upon the 
diviſion we carried it in favour of the ſervice, 211 againſt 105. There has 
little happened ſince very materiall till the Scotch union came before us; they 
debated it at firſt and ſpoke direttly againſt the firſt article of the union, but 
could make nothing of it, ſoe that we proceeded through all the articles in 


* Galfridus, third ſurviving brother. «© He was captain of the Lion in queen Anne's wars, 
and was attacked by five French ſhips on the coaſt of ltaly againſt three Engliſh, two of which 
deſerted him, but his own he brought off after fighting bravely, and having his arm ſhot off.” 
Ades Walpolianæ, p. 43. | 

+ Words torn off, — probably, lord Rivers. 
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the comittee, which were yeſterday reported, and agreed to in the houſe with- Period I. 
out any amendments, and a bill ordered for the ratification of the articles. 3 
There came a bill from the lords for the ſecurity of the church upon the 
union; this afforded new matter of debate. The enemy would have amended 
the bill, in which the whole deſign was to reflect upon the archbiſhop or 
biſhops who drew the bill, but we would admitt of noe alterations. The 
diviſion was 208, 167, that I hope now we ſhall hear noe more of the church, 
having paſſed that bill without any amendement. We are going this day 
into the comittee of ways and means, when the continuance of the bank 
will be the ſubjett of debate; it will meet all the oppoſition the party is able 
to make, but by our former ſucceſſe I queſtion not but we ſhall get this over. 
This will be good news for his excellency, for bank-ſtock will riſe at leaſt 
twenty per cent. and Croply John will make the moſt of it. There has been 
noe alteration or remove fince you left England, nor doe I hear of any ſuch 
diſcourſe. 

I hope your maſter“ is better ſatisfied fince your arrivall than I hear he 
has been. I underſtand the tenor of all his late letters has been to deſire 
leave to come home ; I have nothing to doe nor am I proper to adviſe him, 
but I cannot but think, ſince the government ſhows ſuch a diſpoſition to 

make him eaſy in all things reaſonable, it will. not look altogether foe well, 

for him to quitt a ſervice he is ſoe far 8 in, contrary to the ſenſe of all 
his friends, but this is nothing to me. 

I cannot tell what reception you have mett with from your great generall ; Ee, 
I hear he has expreſſed himſelf very familiarly with you and your maſter in 
ſome of his letters, and very ill returned the tenderneſſe and caution that you 
ſhowed in regard to him. I heartily wiſh his excellency and you all proſpe- 
rity and ſucceſſe, and am with the greateſt ſincerity yours moſt affectionately. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE, 


Apologiſes for not writing ſooner, on account of his ſiſter's marriage. Parlia- 
mentary proceedings, —Changes in the ſubordinate offices of government. 


DEAR HORACE, London, May 19, 1707. 
Received both your letters from Valentia, and muſt aſk your pardon if I 1797- 


have miſſed any opportunities of writing to you, becauſe I have been 2 
| . : apers. 
theſe two months in Norfolk, from whence I have but juſt returned. My my 
ſtay there was chiefly owing to a match that is now concluded betwixt my 


* General Stanhope. 


ſiſter 
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Period I. 


1700 to 1714. 
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ſiſter Suſan and Mr. Hamond's ſon; the terms were too conſiderable I 
thought to be refuſed. He ſettles 25ol. per annum, in land, after his deceaſe, 
400l. per annum for preſent maintenance for the young people, who are to 
have my ſiſter's fortune for their own uſe, and he gives them goo/. more to 
begin the world with, and promiſes goool. more in money. 

I think all is well, the writings are drawing, and I believe they will be 
married in a fortnight, and I "o in God we ſhall be able to diſpoſe of poor 
Dolly“ very well too. 

There has been a great deal to doe here in my abſence occaſioned by a 
ſudden and unuſuall prorogation of the parliament upon account of a bill 
the commons ſent up to the lords in relation to frauds carrying on in Scott- 
land by importing prohibited goods, which after the union were to be re- 
landed in England; the lords would not paſſe the bill, nor would they reje& 
it, but hoped by a prorogation to'give the commons an opportunity to recant, 
and bring in another bill that might not infring upon the union, as they ap- 
prehended this did, but the commons were ſtubborn and ſent them the ſame 
bill again; that the queen was forced at laſt to interpoſe and determine the 
diſpute by putting an end to the parliament. The ſeverall particulars of this 
matter are too long for a letter, and I muſt refer you to his excellency the 
bearer, to refine upon this ſubject. The chief and few alterations that have 
been are, Topham has the record-office in the Tower; Mr. Compton is 
treaſurer to the prince; lord Windſor and his brother are both turned out, 
and that regiment is given to colonel Maſham, who, it is ſaid, is to take Mr. 
Hill along with it; lord Stamford, lord Herbert, T Mr. Poultney, and Mr. 
MonQon, are commiſſioners of trade, which is all that I can think of at 
preſent. Mr. Coke, of Norfolk, is dead; the widow is all in peices with the 
duke of Leeds and lady Ann, that the noble colonel} does not know which 
fide to take. Dear Horace, I wiſh you all health and happineſſe, and be 
aſſured you have a very mindfull and faithfull ſervant here. 


Dorothy, ſecond ſiſter of fir Robert Walpole, who afterwards married lord Townſhend. 


+ Of Cherbury. t Horatio Walpole, uncle of fir Robert en who married 
lady Ann Oſborne, daughter to the duke of Leeds. 


This 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


1708. 

This correſpondence between Walpole, while he was ſecretary at war, and 
the duke of Marlborough, is preſerved among the Walpole papers at 
Wolterton. The letters from the duke of Marlborough are all originals, 
and written with his own hand. Thoſe from Walpole are draughts, moſt 
of them are in his own hand writing ; and all are endorſed by himſelf, 

* Copy of my letters to the duke of Marlborough.” 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 


Juſliſies himſelf againſt a report, that he had declared a regiment had been 
given to colonel Jones, through the recommendation of Harley, 


MY LORD, June 22, 1708, 


Hope your grace will excuſe the liberty I am now taking to trouble you 

with a long ſtory, wherein, as I cannot but think your grace 1s in Tome 
meaſure concerned, ſoe I take myſelf to be more than ordinarily obliged to 
give you a true relation of what, without doubt, you will hear from other 
hands. 
The giving colonel Lillington's regiment to colonel Jones has occaſioned 
much diſcourſe in town ; and people in accounting for his intereſt to obtain 
it, have chiefly in the coffee-houſes attributed it to Mr. Harley. I under- 
ſtand your grace wrote a letter to your brother Mr. George Churchill, 
wherein you intimated ſomething of this nature. Your grace beſt knows 
what you wrote, and what uſe you defigned ſhould be made of it; but Mr. 
Churchill, as he confeſſed himſelf to me, ſhowed your letter both to the 
queen and the prince; told them that I had wrote your grace word, that Mr. 
Harley had recommended colonel Jones to the prince; and told the queen 
that I recommended him, which I ſuppoſe he wrote your grace word of too. 
He farther added to the queen and prince that T had given this report all 
over the town, and that Jones obtained this regiment by Mr. Harley's in- 
tereſt, Her majeſty and the prince reſented this very highly, inſoemuch that 
the queen ſpoke to my lord treaſurer about it, who was ſoe kind as to lett me 
know it, that I might have an opportunity of clearing myſelf. How it came 
to be ſaid, that I had given your grace any ſuch account I know not; for the 
fact I muſt refer to my letter to you of the firſt inſtant. But here your 
grace will give me leave to obſerve, that as I think it my duty to give your 
VOL. II. PART II. 0 grace 
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Period I. 
1700 t01714., 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


grace an account of all tranſaQtions in the army affairs that paſſe here, ſoe 1 
hope, I am not to be called upon to anſwer to the queen and prince for every 
thing that I write to your grace. If I then had had any grounds to ſuſpe& 
this recommendation, I had certainly mentioned it to you, as I doe every 
thing which I think can give you the leaſt light into what is doeing : In what 
circumſtances I then had been when I was forced to produce a copy of my 
letter to the queen, I leave it to you to determine, who, I am confident will 


never encourage a praQtiſe that will bring any body into trouble for a faithful 


diſcharge of their duty to you. 

As for my recommending Jones to this poſt, I ſhall only ſay, I never heard 
of the man's name, and knew not that there was ſuch an officer in the army ; 
and the prince has done me the juſtice to tell the queen, I am'clear of this: 


though I ſuppoſe the chief uſe of this part of the ſtory, was to make your 


grace think I had done a thing of this conſequence without your grace's 


knowledge or direction; not but that 1 believe Mr. Churchill thought it 


would ſound well with the queen, and much for my advantage, that I had 
recommended a colonel to the prince, and afterwards fathered it upon Mr. 
Hartey. 

To prove that I had reported about town, that this commiſſion was ob- 
tained by Mr. Harley's intereſt, Mr. Churchill himſelf told me the ſtory 


thus : that upon receiving your graces's letter, he ſent Mr. William Churchill 


to Mr. Hopkins to defire this commiſſion might be ſtopped, where in diſcourſe 
betwixt them two, Hopkins ſhould ſay, that Mr. Harley's intereſt had pro- 
cured this commiſſion, and quoted me for his authority, which your brother 


_ faith, W. Churchill telling him, he could not forbear acquainting the queen 


and prince with it, and the queen immediately declared, ſhe would take notice 
of this: upon which Mr. Churchill deſired her majeſty to ſtay a little, till he 
ſhould be more exactly informed; and thereupon, he faith, he ſent Mr. W. 

Churchill a fecond time to Mr. Hopkins to be more particular with him. 
When upon W. Churchill's telling Hopkins that the prince had heard this 
report and was angry ; Hopkins replied, Walpole muſt anſwer it, for he told 
it me. This is the ſubſtance of what your brother did acknowledge he had 
told the queen. When I had heard all this I looked out Mr. Hopkins, who 
went immediately with me to your brother's houſe (W. Churchill being then 


out of town) and there declared to his face, that I was never named in the 


converſation betwixt him and W. Churchill; and had the good fortune to 
have Mr. Craggs by at the ſecond meeting mentioned, who declared the ſame 


thing, 
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thing, and both of them gave me leave to uſe their names to the queen upon 3 5 
this occaſion. I vent directly to Kenſington, and made my complaint of this e fr 
unuſual treatment both to the queen and to the prince. I produced a copy 
of my leiter to your grace, and told them the whole as I have now related it; 
and they were both pleaſed to ſay they were fully ſatisfied. Since W. 
Churchill is come to town, who ſolemnly proteſts, that he never named me 
to G. Churchill, nor Hopkins to him, and has given me leave to declare this 
to the queen and prince, which I ſhall doe the firſt opportunity. Now I have 
given your grace a plain account of this very extraordinary tranſaction, I 
ſhall avoid making any reflection upon it: for I am with the greateſt reſpe& 
imaginable, &c. = | 

— 


1710. 


— 


DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Forces the lines of Douay.—Conſiders it as a fortunate circumſtance that the 

French did not bravely defend them. Deſires to have the commiſſions for- 

warded ſoon. ns 
SIR, 


| x April the 24th, 1710, 

you will ſee by the letters from the army, as well as thoſe from Holand, 1710. 
the ſucceſs it has pleaſed God to bleſs us with. I may aſſure you it is Walpole 

gone much faſter than we did propoſe to ourſelves; for if thay had, which TR. 

we did with reaſon expect, defended their lines even with the troops thay had, 

it muſt have coſt us many thouſand lives. The next day we obliged the 

mariſchal Villars to abandon the river Scarp, which other ways would have 

obliged us to have taken our march by Arras, which by want of proviſion 

and forage muſt have proved very troubleſome ; but God be praiſed wee 

have inveſted Douay, and as ſoon as the canon arrives ſhall attack it with 

vigor.—As this is I think likely to be a very active campagne, I think it 

for her majeſty's ſervice that the officers may be incorag'd; I have mark'd 

the dates in my letter to the queen, from whence I beg ſhe will be pleas'd to 

allow the promotions; you will receive her majeſty's commands, and as ſoon 

as poſſible ſend over the commiſſions for the officers of this army, the reſt 


may be diſpatched afterwardes, ſo that you ſhou'd ſend me the names of all 
that will be promoted. 
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Period I. grace an account of all tranſaQtions in the army affairs that paſſe here, ſoe 1 

12201774 hope, I am not to be called upon to anſwer to the queen and prince for every 

thing that I write to your grace. If I then had had any grounds to ſuſpe& 

this recommendation, I had certainly mentioned it to you, as I doe every 

thing which I think can give you the leaſt light into what is doeing : In what 

circumſtances I then had been when I was forced to produce a copy of my 

letter to the queen, I leave it to you to determine, who, I am confident will 

never encourage a practiſe that will bring any body into trouble for a faithful 
diſcharge of their duty to you. 

As for my recommending Jones to this poſt, I ſhall only lay; I never heard 
of the man's name, and knew not that there was ſuch an officer in the army; 
and the prince has done me the juſtice to tell the queen, I am clear of this: 
though J ſuppoſe the chief uſe of this part of the ſtory, was to make your 
grace think I had done a thing of this conſequence without your grace's 
knowledge or direction; not but that 1 believe Mr. Churchill thought it 
would ſound well with the queen, and much. for my advantage, that I had 
recommended a colonel to the prince, and afterwards fathered it upon Mr. 
Harley. 

To prove that I had reported about town, that this commiſſion was ob- 
tained by Mr. Harley's intereſt, Mr. Churchill himſelf told me the ſtory 
thus : that upon receiving your graces's letter, he ſent Mr. William Churchill 
to Mr. Hopkins to deſire this commiſſion might be ſtopped, where in diſcourſe 
betwixt them two, Hopkins ſhould ſay, that Mr. Harley's intereſt had pro- 
cured this commiſſion, and quoted me for his authority, which your brother 
ſaith, W. Churchill telling him, he could not forbear acquainting the queen 
and prince with it, and the queen immediately declared, ſhe would take notice 
of this: upon which Mr. Churchill deſired her majeſty to ſtay a little, till he 
ſhould be more exactly informed; and thereupon, he faith, he ſent Mr. W. 
Churchill a ſecond time to Mr. Hopkins to be more particular with him. 
When upon W. Churchill's telling Hopkins that the prince had heard this 
report and was angry ; Hopkins replied, Walpole muſt anſwer it, for he told 
it me. This is the ſubſtance of what your brother did acknowledge he had 

| told the queen. When I had heard all this I looked out Mr. Hopkins, who 
| went immediately with me to your brother's houſe (W. Churchill being then 
| out of town) and there declared to his face, that I was never named in the 
converſation betwixt him and W. Churchill; and had the good fortune to 
have Mr. Craggs by at the ſecond meeting mentioned, who declared the ſame 

thing, 
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ching, and both of them gave me leave to uſe their names to the queen upon Period I. 


this occaſion. I went directly to Kenſington, and made my complaint of this 
unuſual treatment both to the queen and to the prince. I produced a copy 
of my letter to your grace, and told them the whole as I have now related it; 
and they were both pleaſed to ſay they were fully ſatisfied. Since W. 
Churchill is come to town, who ſolemnly proteſts, that he never named me 
to G. Churchill, nor Hopkins to him, and has given me leave to declare this 
to the queen and prince, which I ſhall doe the firſt opportunity. Now I have 
given your grace a plain account of this very extraordinary tranſaction, I 
ſhall avoid making any refleQion _ it: for I am with the greateſt reſpe& 
imaginable, &c. | 

1710. 


— — 


DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Forces the lines of Douay.—Confiders it as a fortunate circumſtance that the 
French did not bravely defend them.—Deſires to have the commiſſions for- 
warded ſoon. | 


SIR, April the 24th, 1710, 


You will ſee by the letters from "RY army, as well as thoſe from Holand, 

the ſucceſs it has pleaſed God to bleſs us with. I may aſſure you it is 
gone much faſter than we did propoſe to ourſelves; for if thay had, which 
we did with reaſon expect, defended their lines even with the troops thay had, 
it muſt have coſt us many thouſand lives. The next day we obliged the 
mariſchal Villars to abandon the river Scarp, which other ways would have 
| obliged us to have taken our march by Arras, which by want of proviſion 
and forage muſt have proved very troubleſome ; but God be praiſed wee 
have inveſted Douay, and as ſoon as the canon arrives ſhall attack it with 
vigor, —As this is I think likely to be a very active campagne, I think it 
for her majeſty's ſervice that the officers may be incorag'd; I have mark'd 


the dates in my letter to the queen, from whence I beg ſhe will be pleas'd to 


allow the promotions; you vill receive her majeſty's commands, and as ſoon 
as poſſible ſend over the commiſſions for the officers of this army, the reſt 


may be diſpatched afterwardes, ſo that you ſhou'd ſend me the names of all 
that will be promoted. 


C 2 EXTRACT 
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Period I, | EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE 
1700 to 1714. 


DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


| Encloſes a copy of his letter to the queen. 
| SIR, April the 24th, 1710. 
| | Taz enclos'd letter is what you will had to the queen. 


The copie of the queen”s letter. 


| MADAME, 
1710. As God has been pleas'd to bleſs your majeſty's armes with the ſucceſs. of 
Walpole paſſing the line, and inveſting of Douay ſo early in the yeare, we muſt. 


Papers. expect in this campagne a great deal of action, ſo that I think it abſolutely 


neceſſary for your ſervice that al the officers ſhou'd be incorag'd as much as 
poſſible, and that thoſe officers who have not the advantage of actually ſerving 
in the field may have no reaſon to complain, but on the contrary, to be ſen- 
{ible of your favour, I wou'd umbly defire you wou'd allow of my diretting 
Mr. Walpole to lay before you, for your orders the names of all ſuch major- 
generals as have their commiſſions dat'd in the yeare 1708-9, and ſuch. bri- 
gadiers as are dat'd in the year 1706-97, and all the colonels dat'd 1705, may 
have their regular promotions, by which you will do juſtice to the merit of 
many officers, who will chearfully ventur their lives for your ſervice. 

You muſt let no body know that I ſend you this copie, ſo that you muſt 
deſire the queen that ſhe will be pleas'd to give you the dates in her letter. 

I have this moment received yours of the 4th, and I am entirely of your 
opinion, that Hobart and Ferrars muſt be added to the number of brigadiers, 
as well as colonel Sutton, This muſt be done, but not take notice of at this 
time to the queen. 


DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH To ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Without date or 3 gnature, but endorſed « Duke of Merlborough; received 
April 28, O. S. 1710.” 


Expreſſes himſelf highly diſſatisfied with the queen's conduct, and if he only con- 
fulted his own inclination, deſirous of reſigning. 


For yourſelf only. 


Hoe I Am extreamly obliged to you for the account you give of the c queen's 
: preſent temper, which I believe to be ſuch, that if I conſidered onely my- 
{elf 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


for ſome few names, that you may yearafter write with freedome. My letter 
by this poſt is write ſo as you may read it to the queen. I having follow'd 
your advice as to Mr. Maſhame, it would be unjuſt not to put lord North in 
this promotion, ſo that you muſt lett me have a comiſſion for him. 


| COPY OF A LETTER FROM 
ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 


He has laid the lift of the promotions before the queen, who ſtrongly intereſts 


herſelf in favour of colonel Hill and colonel Maſham.—Adviſes the duke not 


to oppoſe her V ham, on has ſucceſſes. 


MY LORD, Whitehall, April 18—29, 1710, 

Have the honour of your Grace's commands of the 24th inſtant, and was 

yeſterday with the queen to receive her commands about the promotion, 
Shee ordered me to lay before her the liſts of ſuch as were deſigned for this 
promotion, which I juſt now carry*d to her majeſty. By what your grace 
wrote to me formerly I took it for granted that you deſigned the promotion 

of lieutenants generall ſhould go no further than fir Richard Temple and lord 
Stair, which I acquainted the queen with. 

As for the brigadeers, your letter is generall to all whoſe commiſſions are 
dated in 1706-57, and there being no diſpute about thoſe of the latter end of 
that promotion, and ſome of them as Sybourgh and Rellum ſerving with your 
grace, I preſume you meant all thoſe ſhould be made majors generall, altho' 
you once ſaid you deſigned the promotion ſhould go no further than Evans. 

As to the collonells, your letter to the queen faith all collonells dated in 
1705. I do apprehend that will carry that promotion. much further than you 
deſigned, if all are to be made brigadeers whoſe commiſſions are dated in any 
part of the year 1705; and your grace haveing in a former letter to me ſaid 
you deſign'd it ſhould go no further than the 25th March, 1705. I told the 
queen I thought that was your ſence now, altho” expreſs'd in Fee 0 Shee 
mentioned collonel Hill to me, whoſe commiſſion is dated in 1705 ; I told her 
there was no hardſhipp to him when the promotion ſtop'd ſhort of him, and to 


* As this cypher is miſſing, I have endeavoured to ſupply it as far as I was able to diſcover 
the key. In moſt inſtances I have ſucceeded ; in a few where I have failed, the explanation is 
omitted. It appears that in a few inſtances two cyphers are made uſe of to ſignify the ſame 
perſon ; as 239 and 42, for the queen; 210 and 39, for Marlborough ; and 38, and probably 
209. for Godolphin, 

take 
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ſelf, I wou'd not ſerve one minut longer. I ſend you by this poſt a cypher“ Period J. 


1700 to 1714. 
— rnd 


1710. 


Walpole 
Papers. 


14 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period I. take in the whole year would make it a very great promotion, and more than 

17922591714” what I thought your grace defign'd ; ſhe did not infiſt upon this but ordered 

me to write to your grace to know how farr you did deſign this promotion. 

But upon the liſts of collonells ſhe was very ready about the affair of collonel 

Maſham, and aſked me how many more would be affected with the order 

about brevetts beſides him ; I told her Sutton, Hebert, and Ferrars. She was 

of opinion at firſt they ſhould all be made brigadeers, but I prevailed with her 

to let me write to your grace firſt, and have your opinion about it, which ſhe 

conſented to, but I believe is determined already, and as I apprehended ſaid 

ſhee would write to you about it. Your grace has already hinted to me your 

thoughts about the other three gentlemen, and when he will be the ſingle in- 

ſtance, and what I am affraid would be overruled, I am humbly of opinion *tis 

not worth diſputing, eſpecially now it 1s put in this method to come from your 

| grace; ſo that I ſhall ſtop all the commiſſions that are not to be ſent to your 

1 grace till I hear from you again, and the commiſſions of thoſe gentlemen who 

| have the honour to ſerve under your grace ſhall forthwith be diſpatched and 

| | ſent over to you. Incloſed is the liſt of thoſe whoſe commiſſions will be now 

1 diſpatched. I hope I have not miſtaken your grace's ſence in this affair, 
wherein I am ſure I have made no willfull miſtake. 

It was an infinite ſatisfaction to me to hear of your grace on the right ſide of 
the Scarp. Pray God for ever bleſs and preſerve you, and make your enne= 

mys at home fall before you, as faſt as they fly from you abroad. I am with the 

greateſt duty, truth, and fidelity, &c. 
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ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 
Acquaints him with the queen's earneſt defires that Mrs. Maſpam's brother 
ſhould be made a brigadier, and with the ſatisfaction expreſſed by the queen 

at Marlborough” s line in fauor of Mr. Maſham. 
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MY LORD, Whitehall, April 28, - May 9, 1710. 
\ 1710, WY HEN I firſt waited on the queen ahout the promotion ſhee ordered me 
Walpole to leave with her a liſt of the colonels, and the dates of their commiſ- 


Papers. ons. Since I had the honour to trouble you laſt 239 [the queen] ſent for 


me, and after a great deal of preamble and beating about the buſh ſaid, that 
ſhee had been conſidering the letter ſhee had from your grace, and the letter 
you wrote to 209, [ Godolphin | wherein you expreſſed yourſelf deſirous to 
encourage all the officers that were in ſervice with you, and your letter being 
for the whole year 1705 ; ſhee was of opinion 1t was proper to make all the 


colonels 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


colonels of that year brigadeers. I told her I was ſatisfyd you had no ſuch 
deſigns, as that would extend to ſo many in your army, that I thought it 
might cauſe great confuſion and difficultys about command in a confederate 
army, and uſed all the arguments I was able to diſwade from this ſtep without 
conſulting your grace; and upon the whole made ſuch objections, that ſhee 
came to name 256's [Mrs. Maſham's] brother again; and after I had diſ- 
waded her from giving ſuch directions without your advice, ſhee commanded 
me to write you word that ſhee did deſire 256's [Mrs. Maſham's] brother 
might be made a brigadier now, but did not infiſt upon it, if you had any 
objections. Shee obſerved that the promotion came within one of him, and 
within fix weeks of the date of his commiſſion; and tho' ſhe twice ſaid 
ſhe did not inſiſt upon it, ſhe oftner ſaid ſhe deſired it might be done by 
adding colonel Gore and him to the promotions, and to let it ſtop there. I 
dare not adviſe in this caſe, whether your grace ſhould comply, or by giving 
plauſible reaſons that relate to your own ſervice abroad put it off till the end 
of the campaign. If one could be aſſured that it would end here, and this 


honour extend only to the ſervice of one family, perhaps it were adviſeable to 


be once more eaſy ; but if it is to go on, a ſtop at ſome time muſt be putt to 
it; 239 [the queen] expreſs'd all the deference in the world to the opinion of 
210 [Marlborough] and told me, that great application had been made her 


for lord Mordaunt's regiment, but ſhe would not meddle. 


I have juſt now read your letter of the 5th of May, to 239 [the queen] 
and never ſaw more fatisfattion than was expreſs'd at your compliance 
upon the laſt account; your grace is beſt judge what inference is to be 
made from that, and whether if there are not to be many inſtances, it may 
not help to make things eaſy. But in this, as in all other matters, your 
grace's opinion and commands ſhall be my ſole guide, for *tis your ſervice 
that I have moſt at heart. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 
Mr. Maſham returns thanks for his promotion, —Complaints of the duke of 
Ormond ſhewn to be unfounded. 


MY LORD, Whitehall, May 2—11, 1710. 
SINCE I had the honour to trouble your grace laſt, colonel 256 [Maſham] 
was with me to thank me for his promotion, and expreſſed himſelf very 
ſenceable of his obligation to 210 | Marlborough], and ſaid as much on that oc- 
caſion as he had words to expreſs, and if T am not miſtaken 239 [the queen] is 
not a little pleas'd that there was no difficulty made on that occaſion, * “ * * * 
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When I laſt waited upon 239 [the queen], ſhe told me that 33 [the 


Lebe duke of Ormond] had complained that due regard was not ſhewn to him 


1710. 


Walpole 
Papers. 


here in England, as general of the horſe, and particularly that your humble 


ſervant 273 [Walpole] did ſend the queen's orders to the captain of gran- 


nadiers to conduct money to Portſmouth, &c. without taking notice of him, 
and did defire that no orders might be given to any of the horſe here in 
England but by himſelf, and that all the routs and marching orders and ap- 
pointments of quarters might be under his direction. I told 239 [the queen] 
that theſe affairs were in the ſame method that they had been for nineteen 
years, which appears by the office books, and that I did apprehend this would 
be to give gg [duke of Ormond] a power or command here which would be 
entirely new, upon which 239 [the queen] agreed it ſhould remain upon the 
old foot. But I am fully ſatisfy'd this was an inſtance of trying their ſtrength 
and putting one of their own people upon a better foot in the army.—I under. 
ſtand that brigadier Poultny writes to your grace this night about his being 
made a major-general, which I conceive he is not to be, haveing ſold out of 
the army ; I muſt obſerve to your grace that he gives himſelf great airs, and 


talks of doing his buſineſs by 28 [the duke of Shrewſbury] if he is refuſed. 
I thought it proper you ſhould know this, but I would not do him a pre- 
| judice.—Lord Wharton is gone for Ireland; he has gott his commiſſion for 


the regiment of dragoons in Ireland, 209 | Godolphin] was privy and con- 
ſenting to this. I am ever, my lord, &c. | | 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 


The queen inſiſted on Mrs. Maſham's brother, colonel Hill, being made a bri- 
gadier, and ordered that the commiſſion ſhould be made out and ſent over 
to the army, but was prevailed upon by his repreſentations to ſuſpend her 
orders until an anſwer came from the duke.— Hints that he has offended the 
ducheſs of Marlborough for the advice he gave in regard to Mrs. Maſham's 
brother, and is apprehenſive of being expoſed to her reſentment. 

MY LORD, Whitehall, May the 12,21, 1710. 

VEST ER D A 239 [the queen | ſent for me, and after ſome little matters 

of noe conſequence told me upon conſideration, ſhe was of opinion, that 

the promotion of generall officers ſtopping where it did within one of 2506's 

[Mrs. Maſham's] brother, it would be thought by all the world, that this was 

done in particular prejudice to him; order'd me therefore to notifie her 

pleaſure to her ſecretary of ſtate for three more commiſſions of brigadiers, 


VIZ, 


* 


n 
=. 
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viz. Gore, Hill, Honywood, and ſaid ſhe wou'd then ſign all the other general 


.officers' commiſſions, that they might be ſent together by this night's poſt. I 


beg'd leave to remind her of the commands ſhe had already given me to 
write to your grace, that ſhe did deſire coll. Hill might be made a brigadier, but 


t7 


Period I. 
I700t01714., 
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1710, 


did not inſiſt upon it, if you had any objeQtions to it, and repreſented what 


ſurpriſe it muſt be to you after that to have commiſſions of brigadiers in 
your own army, ſent over without waiting your anſwer. I repreſented in 
the ſtrongeſt terms I was able, the mortification ſuch a ſtep muſt be to your 
grace, the unreaſonableneſſe of doing any thing diſagreeable to you in the 
army, and the ill conſequence that muſt attend the leſſening of your creditt 


or authority in the army, and ſaid a great deal more than can come within the 


compaſſe of a letter, or is proper for me to repeat, and did at laſt, but with the 


greateſt difficulty, prevail with her not to order thoſe three commiſſions untill 


ſhe heard your grace's opinion in anſwer to my letter. She told me at the 
ſame time ſhe would ſign none of the other commiſſions till then, and did 


confeſſe to me, that ſhe had ſtopt them with this view, but afterwards upon 


a more mature recollection, and after I had ſaid a great deal to her 
upon the ſubjeQ, ſhe commanded me ftrialy not to tell any body, and 


in particular not to lett you know that ſhe ſtopt the commiſſions upon 


this account, but would have it thought as it hitherto has been, that the 


delay was accidental I have told you now in ſhort the ſubſtance of a con- 


verſation which laſted above half an hour, and beg leave to obſerve to your 
grace, that to me *twas very plain that Honywood was now named as a blind, 
that it might not ſeem to be a particular regard to 256, [Mrs. Maſham] but 
Hony wood I am ſure will not be inſiſted upon, if the other is complyed with. 
I am likewiſe too much afraid, lett your anſwer be what it will, that I ſhall 
have poſitive orders to do it, or that noe other commiſſions will be ſigned till 
this is done; I believe too a great deal of this proceeds from the imper- 
tinence of 13 [the duke of Somerſet] who thinks himſelf Honywood's patron, 
and the reaſons and arguments that 239 [the queen] was inſtructed with, were 
ſuch, that noebody but one who was both 92 and gg could ſuggeſt. There 
was a great ſtreſſe putt upon the appearance, that it muſt be thought that 
the ſtop was made here with a particular prejudice. 

And now, my lord, that I have repreſented this matter as clearly to you 
as I am able, I dare not venture to give you my opinion, and pardon me, if I 
think with great reaſon 1 ſay, I dare not, when I find I am already ſuſpected 
by 240 [the ducheſs of Marlborough] for what I wrote to you about the 
| VOL, 11. PART 11, D affair 
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Period I. affair of coll. 2 58 [Maſham] and I ſhall be in a very unhappy circumſtance, 
2 if I venture to ſay that to 239 [the queen] which perhaps few ſervants you 
1710. have would have done, and at the ſame time fhall be thought to att a trimming 
j | game. I gave you my opinion as an honeſt and faithfull ſervant of your's, 

| | | and did conſult three or four people here, | that are, I am confident, your 
l ſureſt friends, who from the very higheſt did all agree in the opinion I then 
| | gave, which proceeded entirely from a due regard to your honour and ſervice, 
and nothing elſe has the leaſt influence upon my thoughts and actions, and as 
my obligations to 240 [the ducheſs of Marlborough] are ſoe infinite, that 1 
would dye rather than deſervedly looſe her good opinion, ſoe I beg, if my 
judgement may ſometimes lead me to think, what is not altogether agreeable 
to her, you will not expoſe me to her reſentment, if you doe not diſtruſt 
my ſincerity, which believe me you never ſhall have reaſon to doe, for I am 
with og ande wrath, . | 


Try. DUKE oF MARLBOROUGH. To ROBERT WALPOLE. 
| Endorſed lord Marlborough, received May 26, O. 8 


PR Io concern at the uneaſineſs ſhewn by the ducheſs of RE IA 
Mentions her true eſteem for Mr. Walpole. —1s diſſatisfied with the queen's 
behaviour, and imputes it to the ſuggeſtions of Harley and the duke of 
Some rſei.— Ne * to retire—but will be guided by the whigs. 
SIR, June 2, 1710, N. 8. 
Walpole J Was ſo tier'd wi 63 that 1 . not return you my thanks by 
Taps. the laſt poſt for your two letters of the 5th and gth, 1 have ſince 
receiv'd the favour of yours of the 12th, and am extremely concern'd 
at the uneaſineſs you mention of 240 [ducheſs of Marlborough] I know 
they have a trew vallu and eſtime for 273 [Walpole] I defire you will 
continue writting with ffreedome, and be aſſur'd that from hence forward, 
no body living fhall be acquainted with what you write. The account you 
give mee of the converſation you have had with 42 [the queen] concerning 
the commiſſions for the general officers gives me ſo mallincolly a vew that will 
not only make me incapable of ſucceſs, but will at laſt make it impoſſible «+ 
' for me with honour to ſerve. I wou'd not be miſtaken, and if I am you will 
be beſt able to ſett me right, I do not think that 42 [the queen} does this in 
order to make me quit, but I believe 13 [the duke of Somerſet] and 199 
[ Harley] can have no other intention in making 42 [the queen] give me 
ſuch ſenſible mortifycations, but in order to make me quit, and to make 
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their court by itt to 256 [Mrs. Maſham] when ever 39 [Marlborough] Period 1 


is independant of 91, 256 [Mrs. Maſham] will not find their account by 
ſuch a ſtep; if I were to adviſe 39 [Marlborough] it ſhou'd be to follow his 
own inclinations of retiring, as ſoon as wee have peace, but as he has reſolv'd 
never to depart from the trew intireſt of 89 [the whigs] ſo he will take no 
reſolution for his own conduct, but in conjunction with them: I do beg and 
conjure you to take nothing unkindly of 240 [the ducheſs of Marlborough] 
for they are fincerely honeſt to what you wiſh ; you will ſee by the accounts 
by this poſt that the mariſhall de Villars intentions were to have attack'd us 
laſt Friday, but ſeeing the advantagious ſituation of our army, I beleive he 
has laid aſide all thoughts of fighting, til after this ſiege, I am and ever 


ſhall be. moſt faithfully. 


THE DUKE OF MARI BOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Gives his reaſons for defering to limit the number of promotions. Boats of 
the unanimity of the allied army as the effect of his management, —Expreſſes 
his readineſs to receive marſhal Villars, ſhould he attack them. 


SIR, | Camp before Douay, May 29th, 1710, 


SINCE my laſt T have recely*d the favour of yours of the 28th, and I de- 
fire you will with my humble duty acquaint her majeſty from mee, that 
the trew reaſon for my reſtraining the promotions of brigadiers to the 25th 


of March, was not only from the numbers and confuſion it muſt have occa- 


fion'd amongeſt the queen's ſubjects, but alſo have given great diſatisfaction 


to all the forainers, this army being compos'd of eight diffirent nations, and 


next to the bleſſing of God, we owe all our ſucceſs to our unanimity, which 
has been hethertoo, as if in reallity we were but one nation, ſo that I beg her 


| majeſty will be pleas'd to allowe of its ſtoping at the 25th of March; and as 


ſoon as a promotion can be made with any coullor of reaſon, I ſhall be ſure 
to take care of thoſe mention'd by the queen. Wee are in expeRQation of 


| ſeeing how far the mariſhal de Villars will put his threats into execution, we 


have marked camps on etch ſide of the town, ſo that we ſhall be ready to 
receive him either on the plains of Lenz, or thoſe of Bouchain; we hope 
theſe eaſterly winds may keep the graſe and corn ſo backwarde, that he will 


not be able to find forage for his army til towardes the end of this month, 


til which time we have provid'd dry forage for ours, ſo that we ſhall have 
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given ſix weeks dry forage to the whole army, which has been hethertoo 


Mordant's ridgment, and I am indeavouring to ſetle the mind of the ſeveral 
officers which pretend to his, ſo as that it may be diſpos'd of as may give 
moſt ſatisfaQion, as ſoon as I can ſetle it, I ſhall give her majeſty an 
account of the whole, and at the ſame time deſire the commiſſion for fir 
Richard Temple for the dragoons. I deſire you will aſſure the queen, that in 


this, and all my aCQtions, her intireſt ſhall be * chiefeſt vew. I am with 
truth. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 


Prevails on the queen to wait for an anſwer from the duke of Marlborough, 
before ſhe confers rank on Mr. Hill, —Informs him that ſhe is in a better 
humour, — Adviſes the duke to conſent to the queen's wiſhes, but in ſuch a 
manner as not to diſguſt the foreign officers. 


MY LORD, Whitehall, May the 234.—-June 3, 1710. 

J Have the honour of your grace's commands of the 19th inftant, which, 

having been out of town all laſt week, I had noe opportunity to read to 
239 [the queen] till this morning, and cannot but ſay this matter ended a 
little better than I expected. 273 [Walpole] took all the pains he was able 
to bring it to the moſt eaſy iſſue, and after a great deal of converſation and 
arguing too long for the compaſſe of a letter. 42 [the queen] has conſented . 
to wait for your anſwer to my letter of the 12th inſt. ; I believe indeed 
chiefly in hopes that your grace will upon that repreſentation comply with 
what is deſired. I think it is but juſt to acquaint you, that 42 [the queen] 
was upon this occaſion in a great deal better temper than when this matter 
was diſcours'd of before, and tho” ſhe ſeem'd then determined to doe it with- 
out any regard to 39 [Marlborough] the ſtile to-day was very much alter'd, 
and at the ſame time it was eaſy to diſcover the greateſt deſire for the thing, 
and yett noe little unwillingneſſe to doe it without the approbation of 210 
{ Marlborough] ſoe much that I am confident that if 210 [Marlborough] did 
come into any expedient to accommodate this matter, it would give great 
ſatisfaQtion to 42 [the queen]. Now, my lord, the cheif difficulty you were 
pleaſed to mention being in regard to the foreigners, ſuppoſe you complyed 
ſoe far, as to conſent to this commiſſion, but not to be produced or made uſe 


of 
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of till the end of the campaign, in the mean time to be ſent to your grace to Period I. 
be delivered when you thought proper, this I am ſure would ſatisfie and cd v 
pleaſe more than a little. | 

I have acquainted 209 [Godolphin] with all that hath paſſed, who tells me, 
he is entirely of opinion, that the matter ſhould be made eaſy, and has, as I 
apprehended, wrote you word ſoe, and it being now more than probable from 
a great many circumſtances that if 239 [the queen] was made eaſy about 256 
[Mrs. Maſham] a great many difficulties would be remov'd, your grace is 
beſt judge whether any advantage may be made of this inſtance. 13 [the duke 
of Somerſet] is more impertinent than ever, and I have endleſſe trouble in 
preventing his follies in little things in the army, | 


1710. 


THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Endorſed lord Marlborough, received June 4, O. S. 1710. 


Expreſſes his inclination to ſatisfy the queen about colonel Hill's commiſſion.— | 
| The French threaten a battle, —Wiſhes ſucceſs to the queen's arms. 


SIR, June the 12th, 1710, 


SINCE my laſt wee have received three poſtes from England, amongeſt Walpole 
which I have had the favour of yours of the 23d. The inclination the — 
queen ſhowes for the having Mr. Hill a brigadier, makes me deſire that you 
will aſſure her majeſty that I ſhall not onely in this, but in every thing that 
may be in my power, endeavour to make her eaſy, ſo that as ſoon as this cam- 
pagne is end'd, I ſhall at my firſt arrivall order it ſo that his commiſſion may be 
ſign'd without prejudice to her ſervice, or mortefycation to her faithfull ſer- 
vant; the mariſhall de Villars continues dayly to aſſure his generals that if 
there be no peace, the king has reſolved to decide the fate of Europe by a bat- 
tle in theſe plains ; a battel at a diſtance is eaſyly reſolv'd and order'd, but 
| when two ſuch armies as conſiſt at leaſt of above one hundred and thorty thou. 
ſand men etch ſhall be in preſence, the moſt determined courage will be un- 
eaſy till the event of ſo great an action be known; the great God which has 
hetherto bleſſed her majeſty's armes, will I hope give his protection to our 
Juſt cauſe, | | 
I defire you will ſpeake to the queen that orders may be given for fir 
Richard Temple's commiſſion for the ridgment of dragoons. I am, &c. 


THE 


22 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 
5 NN | THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
2 "I Without date, but endorſed © received June 5, 1710, O. 8.5 
U neal at the futuation of affairs: vill not act but with the advice of his friends, 
For yourſelf, | 


Walpole J Am ſo very uneaſy at the humour and temper that is now in the court, 
Papers. that I dare not truſt my own judgement, fearing I might hurt my friends, ſo 
that I deſire you will ſhow my letter“ which comes at the ſame time with this 
to 6 [Sunderland] and that he will adviſe with our friends, for however un- 
eaſy itt may be to mee, I am deſirous you ſhou'd give in anſwere to 42 [the 
queen] what they ſhall reſolve upon concerning 256 [Mrs. Maſham's] bro- 
ther; if they approve of my letter, you muſt then read it to 42 [the queen]. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 


The queen defires that the commiſſion may be made out for colonel Hill, and ſent 
to the duke of Marlborough to be delivered at the end of the campaign-—will 
write herſelf to the duke on that ſubject. — Malpole adviſes with Godolphin 
and Sunderland. — Is kindly received by the ducheſs of Marlborough. 


MY LORD, Whitehall, May 26,— une 6, 1710, 
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Walpole Was this day honoured with your grace's commands of the 2d of June in 
Papers. * which 39 [Marlborough ] having given noe opinion as to the affair of 
' 256's [Mrs. Maſham's] brother; 273 [ Walpole] was at a loſſe what meaſures 
to take, in which he thought noe body ſoe proper to be conſulted as 38 
[Godolphin] who was of opinion that 42 [the queen] ſhould be told that 39 
[ Marlborough] ſeem'd by his letter under great mortifications that any body 
ſhould have power enough with 42 [the queen] to impoſe any thing in the 

army diſagreeable to him; but however 273 [ Walpole] was of opinion that 
210 | Marlborough] did expect this would be done. 239 [the queen] upon this 
imediately aſk'd for the letter which was not proper to be produc'd, but 273 
[Walpole]. explain'd what he thought was the ſenſe of 39 [Marlborough] 42 
[the queen] was not a little at a loſſe what to doe and ſeemed both unwilling to 
comply, or deny; at laſt defired it might be done, but in the ſofteſt manner 
that was poſſible. The comiſſion is therefore to be taken out by 273 [ Walpole] 
and ſent over to 210 [Marlborongh] to be deliver'd at the end of the campaigne 
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This letter is miſſing. . 
OT. 
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or when he ſhall think fit. 42 [the queen] promiſed to write this night to 
39 [Marlborough] to aſſure him that noe mortification was meant to him; 
and I muſt ſay that in this, and the laſt conference, there ſeem'd a great ſtrug- 
gle betwixt the deſire of doeing the thing, and not putting a mortification upon 
39 [Marlborough]. 


I hope I have not err'd in this matter, wherein I have work'd 42 [the queen] 


to a better manner of doeing it, than was at firſt determin'd, and not haveing 
jy poſſitive directions from 39 [Marlborough] I conſulted 38 [| Godolphin] 

6 [Sunderland] 274 and 185 [Craggs] who all thought the Ou was beſt 
to be ended in this manner. 

The commiſſions will now be all fign'd and I believe ſent over to your grace 
together next poſt. 273 [Walpole] has had the honour to wait upon 240 
[the ducheſs of Marlborough] and hopes he has given full ſatisfaQtion. I have 
noe comands from your grace about Pulteney and Biſſett, I find they both 
think *tis left entirely to me; I beg your grace s directions what you would 
have done, for which I ſhall wait. | 

I wiſh your grace all poſlible ſucceſſe and glory, altho* your enemies may 
chance to reap the fruits of the great ſervices which you doe your country, 
and which noe body elſe could doe. 


THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


7900 if colonel Hill's commiſſion ſhould not come to declare him a brigadier, 


to ſhew his forwardneſs in obliging the queen, — French have repaſſed the to 
and ſeem to decline a baitle—wiſhes for peace. 
SIR, | | June the 19, 1710. 
EE received the day before yeſterday the two mailles of the 26th and 
goth of the laſt month, by which you acquaint me with her majeſty's 
pleaſure as to coll. Hills comiſſion, I ſhall expect it by the next poſt, but 
if itt ſhou'd not then come, I intend to ſend for coll. Hill, and declare him 
brigadier, ſo that I may the better ſhow my forwardneſs, in executing what 
it ſo earneſtly deſir'd by the queen; you will ſee by the letters of this poſt, 
that the French have repaſs'd the Scarp, by which I have been oblig'd to 
repals the Scarp alſo with the army I command, that of prince Eugene con- 
tinues behind the entrenchement, the duke of Berwick is return'd to Paris, ſo 
that I beleive their deſigne of a battel is very much cool'd, thay having alſo 
ſent 13 battalions into Bethun, and the ridgment of Alſaſſe into Ypres; I 
have 
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9 have ſo many reaſons to wiſh for peace, that you may be ſure if a good oc- 
I Ol . 
— — 


caſion offer'd, I ſhould be glad to put a ſpeedy end to this warr by a battel, 
1710. but I think France muſt be madd if they venture it 12285 equall terms, I am 
with truth, &c. | 


— — — —— 
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ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 


Sends a commiſſion for Mr. Hill. —Rumours prevail that Sunderland is to be 


diſmiſſed. — Harley poſſeſſes the principal influence over the OO Mw of 
Shrewſbury connected with Mrs. Maſham and Harley. | 
MY LORD, Whitehall, June 2d, 1710, 
Send you now under a cover by itſelf the commiſſion that has cauſed ſoe much 
trouble, 'tis by order of 42 [the queen] that 'tis ſent to g9 [Marlborough] 
to be delivered when he ſhall think fitt, 239 [the queen] ordered 27g [Wal- 
pole] to write this poſt to 256's [Mrs. Maſham's] brother, and to lett him 
know that his commiſſion was ſent over and in the cuſtody of 210 | Marlbo- 
to be delivered when it ſhould be thought proper, to which effect I now 
write. All the general officers commiſſions are now ſign'd, and will be ſent 
over to Mr. Cardonnel as the agents take them out, your grace knows that all 
the It. generals are of one date, viz. January 1ſt, that if you deſſign otherwiſe 
you will give the orders to Mr. Cardonnel before they are deliver'd out. 
The town has been this week in a new ferment about alterations, and parti- 
cularly 6 [Sunderland] was on Wedneſday poſitively ſaid to be out, your 
grace muſt have better accounts of theſe things than I can give you, but it is 
plain to me from my obſervation that 199 [Harley] by 256 [Mrs. Maſham] 
has the cheif and allmoſt ſole influence upon 42 [the queen] 28 [Shrewſbury] 
is in with them, and when I ſee it, I ſhall believe that he differs with 199 
[Harley] as much as he pretends, which I think is not much neither. In my 
poor opinion, there never was any thing of half the conſequence as remove- 
ing 6 [Sunderland] talk'd on ſoe long without ſome induſtry to obviate a blow 
that ſtrikes directly at 89 [the whigs] and can ſcarce be thought on without 
regard to 39 [Marlborough] to whom 273 [ Walpole] has ſuch infinite obli- 
gations and ſuch a perfect honour for, that lett what will happen, that 210 
[Marlborough] ſhall ſolely govern, and may entirely depend upon 273 
[Walpole.] 'Tis impoſſible to imagine the dragoons commiſſion ſhould be 
delay'd, till *tis in other peoples power to give it. I ſend coll. Hill's letter 
with a flying ſeal for your grace's peruſall. Be pleaſed to have it ſeal'd and 
delivered when you have read it. | 


. 
R 


5 


ROBERT 
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ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. Period I. 


; TO” : ; 1700 tol714, 
Laments the ſituation of affairs in England. —Hints that Sunderland will be 


diſmiſſed—and that no attempts are made to ſave him—and conjectures that 1710. 
iis diſmiſſion will be followed by the diſgrace of Godolphin and Marlborough. 


MY LORD, Whitehall, June 6th, 1710, 
1 Yeſterday had the honour of your grace's commands of the 2d inſtant, which Walpole 
I communicated to thoſe you were pleaſed to command me, and by their ad- iy 
vice, read it to 42 [the queen] who ſaid little to it, but was cheifly ſollicitous 
10 conſider whither this letter was wrote before a letter from 239 [the queen] 
to 210 [ Marlborough] was received, which *twas moſt plain it was ; but no- 
thing elſe paſs'd worth your notice. I have received orders to notifie for fir 
R. Temple's commiſſion, which was done without any thing being ſaid at all but 
a bare conſent. | 
I think our affairs here at home in a moſt unaccountable ſituation, 6 
[Sunderland] tis agreed by all is to be remov'd, and by none endeavoured to 
be ſavd. I don't know what this means, but I am ſure it muſt end in the diſ- 
ſolution of this parliament, and in the diſtruction of 89 [the whigs] and I 
wiſh to God gg [Marlborough] and g8 [Godolphin] can be ſafe in thoſe 
circumſtances. I cannot tell whither you have been acquainted that 5 [So- 
mers] has wrote to 14 [Townſhend] to bring it about if he can, that 62 
ſhould write to 65 [count Gallas] upon the reports that are abroad of 
the changes expected here, and to repreſent the fatall conſequences that 
may attend ſuch a ſtep, and how far 116 (the emperor] may be induc'd 
thereby to make an ill peace, this ſurely muſt make an impreſſion upon 42 
[the queen] or at leaſt leave ſuch a weight upon thoſe whoſe advice is now 
taken, that certainly 28 [the duke of Shrewſbury] is much alter'd, if 199 
[Harley] can prevail with him who is at preſent the only viſſible miniſter to 
take ſuch a ſtep. 39 [Marlborough] is better adviſed ; but 273 [Walpole] is 
fully of opinion, that if he can conceive that 38 [Godolphin] is backward 
upon this occaſion, too much cannot be ſaid to quicken him, and pardon an 
overzeal that thinks the ſaveing 6 [Sunderland] deſerves the uttmoſt induſtry, 
which alone can preſerve 87 [the parliament j upon which 89 [the whigs] en- 
tirely depend, and I am afraid 210 | Marlborough] has noe ſurer friend. But 


Jett what will happen, 273 [| Walpole] is entirely devoted to his ſervice, and 
will for ever be ſoe. 


VOL. Il. PART II, | E | "EXTRACT 
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Period I. EXTRACT OF A LETTER 
1700 to 1714. | 
2 FROM THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


1710. Endorſed “ Received 28, 1710, O. S. 


Expreſſes his uneaſineſs at the ſituation of affairs in England. — Mill act in con- 
junction with his friends. Is of opinion that the meaſures adopted will delay 
the concluſion of a peace. 5 


SIR, Tournay, June 23, 1710. 


Walpole J Am now to thank you for yours of the 2d, and be aſſur'd I ſhall always en- 

oh a deavour to deſerve the continuance of your friendſhipe. All the letters 
which 39 [Marlborough] received by that poſt, has given him ſo mallencolly 
a proſpett of what he is to expect from England, that he is very uneaſy in his 
mind; for he wou'd willing not take any reſolution but ſuch as might be 
judg'd right by his friends. If theſe new ſkeemers are fond of a peace, they 
are not very dexterous ; for moſt certainly what is doing in England will be 
a great incoragement to France for the continuing the warr. I ſhould be 
glad to have 273 [Walpole's] opinion as to the behavior of 39 | Shrewſbury ], 
I am and ever ſhall be with truth your's, &c. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Thanks him in the name of lord Townſhend for his account of the ſituation of 
affairs.—Is convinced that the diviſions at home affect the negociations for 
peace, and infuſe a ſpirit of haughtineſs into the French. 


DEARE BROTHER, Hague, June the 24th, 1710, 

Walpole HIS excellency has had your's of the «a inſt.*, which came under cover 
Tapers. to me, and was brought by coll. Clayton, and yeſterday fir Nicholas 
Worlſtenhome delivered the cyphers, and his lordſhip deſires you would ac- 
cept from me his thanks for the full tho* moſt melancholy account you have 

given him of affairs at home; I am fo far convineed that our diviſions at 

home affect to the greateſt degree our negociations, that I believe they are 

the reaſon why the French miniſters will not ſpeake to the purpoſe about 

peace, and of late ſeem very haughty ; and I dont doubt will continue ſo as 

long as the talk of a new miniſter and a new parliament is on foot; either of 

which, for the other muſt neceſſarily follow, will create the greateſt confuſion 
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* This letter is miſſing. 
among 
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among the allys, eſpecially to intimidate this people who daily appear very in- 
quiſitive, and apprehenſive of new meaſures in England ; which would cer- 
tainly weaken the confidence they have in her majeſty, and cool their oppo- 
ſition to France, and haſten the peace on any terms. 

By letters that came laſt night, we heare nothing more of 6 [ Sunderland] 
ſo that all things we hope continue as they were. What is deſired of 62 to 
65 [count Gallas] is done, but 14 [Townſhend] to 200 [ Mr. Boyle] is not 
thought proper, it might look too much concerted. But ſhould 5 [Somers] 
and 11 [duke of Devonſhire] be of opinion, that it is ſtill neceſſary 14 


27 


Period I. 
1700 t01714+ 
— — 


1710. 


[Townſhend] neither wants reſolution nor inclination to doe it in the ſtrongeſt 


manner, but for the reaſon mentioned. 39 [ Marlborough] 1s to the laſt 


degree uneaſy; 48 [prince Eugene] is WT affected with it; and 62 very 
much alarmed. 


SIR RICHARD TEMPLE® TO ROBERT WAL POL E. 


Expreſſes his concern at the ſituation of affairs. Suſpects that ſome of the 
whigs are acting a double part.—Ts grateful for obligations received. 
DEAR WALPOLE, | ; Camp before Douay, June 25, 1710, 
Can have but little ſatis faction from the ſucceſs of my own affairs when I 
think upon how precarious a foot all my friends ſtand, I am ſo much con- 


Walpole 
Papers, 


cern'd for you in particular, that I believe my uneaſineſs for you is more 


than you feel for yourſelf. If the rout is to be general amongſt the whiggs, 
it will be better for us and eaſier borne than if it fall upon a part, where he 
that has the leaſt honeſty will be ſure to take care of one, It is a miſerable 
thing that at this juncture when all at home and abroad is at ſtake, that any 
one whigg ſhould be ſuſpected of playing a double game; whether there are 
any ſuch you know better than we do here, but I think there has been fo 
much irreſolution diſcover'd that ſome people will always be blam'd for want 
of firmneſs if they eſcape ſo. Wee whiggs here are quite of another make, 
and thoſe that ought to judg the beſt, think you have drawn this upon your- 
ſelves, by your complyance from time to time; if you care to have me write 
more at large ſend me ſuch a charatter as you make uſe of to write hither, 
but let the numbers be different. 

So much for ratiocination; I am to thank you dear Walpole, for the 
friendly part you have taken to me, but my lord duke has been ſo tender of 


* Afterwards lord Cobham, 
E 2 Macart- 
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Period J. Macartney, and has concern'd himſelf ſo much for him, that nothing was left 
50 3 for me to doe, but to yield him the pas with as good a grace as J cou'd, and 
1710, to ſeem willingly to ſubmit to what I wou'd fain have hinder'd: but it is over 
and I ſhall think no more of it, unleſs to remember the obligations I have to 
| you in that and upon a thouſand other occaſions, which I know no other way 
of acknowledging but by the trivial aſſurance of my being ever, dear Walpole, 

entirely yours. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Conſternation occaſioned by the removal of Sunderland. Ihe remaining members 
of adminiſtration are uniformly of opinion, that Marlborough and themſelves 
ſhould continue in their reſpective poſts, with a view, if poſſible, to prevent the 
diſſolution of parhament.—The queen declares that no farther changes are 
intended, but gives no aſſurances that the parliament will not be diſſolved. 
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MY LORD, 5 | Tune 16th=27, 1770, 
Walpole WE are all preſent under the greateſt conſternation at the removal of 6 
F. [ Sunderland | which tho' expected when the blow was ſtruck, gave the 
greateſt alarm to all the town, and had immediately affected the whole creditt, 
if a great deal of pains had not been taken to quiett people's minds by making 
them believe noe further changes would be made, which I think was quite 
neceſſary to inſtill into people's minds, at leaſt at preſent, till we can ſee what 
further will be attempted, which, I frankly own to you is the opinion of 273 
[Walpole] will ſoon be explain'd, notwithſtanding all that is ſaid to the 
contrary. 

14 [Townſhend] will have an account from other hands; that 1 [Orford] 4 
[Halifax] 5 [Somers] 11 [Devonſhire] 15 [Cowper] 17 [Newcaſtle] g8 
[Godolphin] 200 [H. Boyle] and all 89 [the whigs] were unanimouſly of 
opinion“, that 39 [Marlborough | muſt goe on at preſent as well as themſelves, 
to ſee what can be done, and in the firſt place, to uſe all proper means to. 

fave this 87 | Parliament | upon which all certainly depends. 
42 [the queen] has been ſoe ſenſible of the ill conſequences that threaten'd 
upon the apprehenſions of further changes, that yeſterday 17 [Newcaſtle] 
was ordered to carry the heads of the bank to 239 [the queen], when 239 | the 
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|  ® See their letter to the duke of Marlborough on this occaſion, in The Conduct of the 
ducheſs of Marlborough, p. 257, and in Tindal. 
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queen] aſſur'd them, there was not the leaſt thoughts of making any further Period I. 


change in the miniſtry, and deſired them to ſatisfie all their friends in this par- 
ticular, which has a little quieted the city. Now to give 14 [| Townſhend] all 
the light that is poſſible, 27g [Walpole] thinks this will ſtand for nothing, 
becauſe 42 [the queen] avoided at the ſame time declaring whither 87 [the 
parliament] ſhould be diſſolv'd or not, and when 5 [Somers] 209 | Godol- 
phin] and 17 [Newcaſtle] had occaſion to touch upon that particular, 42 the 
queen] only ſaid, they were not yett determin'd in that point, which is a de- 
monſtration that 'tis deſign'd or under conſideration, but they wait in ex- 
pectation of what may offer on the other ſide of the water, and it has been 
faid that Michaelmas would be ſoon enough to diſſolve 87 [the parliament] and 
the preventing that is the only point at preſent that is to be labour'd. 


I underſtand that 65 | count Gallas] has had the ſame aſſurances to ſend to 


116 [the emperor] that were given to the bank, and that 200 [Mr. Boyle] has 
the ſame orders to write to 14 [Townſhend] but not one word of 87 [the 
parliament but 38 | Godolphin] this morning bad 27g [Walpole] write to 
14 { Townſhend] and give him a hint to improve this opportunity when he ſhould 
write his anſwer to 200 [Mr. Boyle] which was underſtood might be in this 
manner, that 116 [the emperor] had heard (which is ſuppoſed to be un- 
doubtedly true) that there were not only deſigns of altering the miniſtry 
in England, but likewiſe of diſſolveing this parliament, what effects both theſe 
had upon the affairs abroad, and even upon the negotiations of peace ; that after 
the ſteps that had been taken, it was a great ſatisfaction to 116 [the emperor] 
to have ſuch aſſurances from 42 [the queen] upon the firſt point, but if the 
other ſhould happen, it would have the ſame conſequences, not only becauſe 
it muſt end in the firſt, but becauſe if 87 [the parliament] ſhould be diſſolved, 


that have been ſoe zealous for carrying on this war and obtaining a good 


peace, the confederates would apprehend another 87 [parliament ] would be 
of another complexion, and might be induced to accept of a ſeperate peace, 
or even comply with the terms of France; beſides if the next 87 [ parliament] 
ſhould be as good as this, there would be ſo much time loſt, before they 
could meet and their reſolutions Known, that it might have the ſame ill 
effect. 

Theſe are but hints which 14 | Townſhend] does not want, and will ſett 


things in ſoe much a clearer light, that I ought to aſk pardon for mentioning 


them, but it ſeems ſoe reaſonable, that 14 | Townſhend] with 62 may 


repreſent this in ſuch a manner to 65 [Gallas] and to 200 [Mr. Boyle] 
and 


I 700 tol 7 14. 
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Period I, and have a fair handle from what is now a doeing, that it muſt bring 42 [the 
queen] to determine againſt it, when your friends here are arm'd with ſuch 
1710. ſtrong reaſons, or at leaſt putt 239 [the queen] under a neceſſity of diſcovering 
what is reſolv'd, for I preſume if any thing of this nature comes from you, 
it will be put in ſuch a manner, that ſome anſwer muſt be given for the ſatis- 
faction of 116 [the emperor]. When I write thus freely by the common poſt, 
I write under ſome concern, and noe body but 38 [ Godolphin] knows of 
my writing this to you, but for the better blind, I direct it to Mr. Poynts, 
rather than to you or Horace, and if you would ſend me a direction to ſome 
perſon, not of your own family, under whoſe cover I might write to you 
upon theſe occaſions, I think it would ſtill be more ſafe. 

I ſhall be glad to have an account of the receipt of this, and of the wellfare 

of all your family, for noe body is more truely and ſincerely, &c. 
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THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Endorſed “ Lord Marlborough, June zoth, 1710, N.S. Received 28th, O. 8.“ 
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Expefts the account of the removal of Sunderland. Declares his reſolution to 
aft according to the advice of has friends in England. 
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sm, June the zoth, 1510. 
Walpole J Have this morning receiv'd the favour of yours of the 1gth, by other letters 
DO alſo, I am prepar'd to receive very ſpeedily the diſagreable news of the 

removall of 6. [Sunderland] Our friends on the ſpot are beſt able to judge 
what is moſt proper to be done, and accordingly, I ſhall govern myſelf. 
You will know by the letters of this poſt, that the garriſon marched out 
yeſterday near five thouſand men. I am with truth. 3 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO ROBERT WALFOLE. 
Endorſed—*< Brother Horace, July 1, 1710, N.S. Received June 28, 1710, O.S, | FE 


The removal of Sunderland occaſions as much conſternation in Holland as in 
England. | 
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Hague, July the 1f, 1710, N. 8. 
Walpole 14 [Townſhend] was this morning favoured with one of the 16 from 273 
Papers. [Walpole], and returns him his thanks and compliments for the light he has 
received from it; the conſternation that the removall of 6 [Sunderland] oc- 
caſioned here, is as great as it can poſſibly be at London; particularly 62 and 
| the 
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the m Iminiſter] of 51 | Hanover] who are both generally very cautious and Period I. 


reſerved on the account of party matters, are to the laſt degree affected with the 
uncertainty of affairs with you; I am told that 273 [Walpole] will be the firſt 
ſacrifice of the commoners, but ſince he has lately got the better of a very 
dangerous diſorder in his naturall body, I hope he will work as well thro? 
the convulſions of the politick conſtitutions. I think the beſt way for 273 
[Walpole] to write with more ſafety to 14 [Townſhend] is to ſend his letter 
ſometimes under cover to dottor Chamberlain, phyſician at his excellency's, 
ſometimes to Mr. Cole, chaplain, or to Mr. Poyntz, and nott ſeal it with his 
own ſeal, at leaſt the cover ; you will acknowledge the receipt of this, and ac- 
cept of the greateſt tranſports of joy for your recovery, from yours, &c. 


THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Recommends the whags to endeavour to prevail on the duke of Shrewſbury to 
uſe his influence, that the parliament ſhould not be diſſolved. 


SIR, Jully the 5th, 1710. 


Have receiv'd your's of 21 by coll. Panton, and I do agree intierly with 
you, that the intention of 28 [duke of Shrewſbury] and 199 [Harley] is to 
diſmiſs 87 [the parliament] but as I think the whole depends upon that, 39 


Marlborough] is of opinion, notwithſtanding the part 28 {Shrewſbury] has 


acted towardes 6 [Sunderland], that 89 [the whigs] ſhou'd if poſſible take 
meaſures with 28 [Shrewſbury] for the preſervation of 87 the [parliament] 
this is alſo my opinion and you may make uſe of itt to ſuch of our friends as 
you ſhall think proper, I write by this opertunity to 6 [Sunderland] to the 
ſame effect, ſo that if he be ſtill in the town, you will be pleaſed to conſult 
with him, I am ever yours, 


THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Deſires to hear freely about the duke of Shrewſbury, 


SIR, Auguſt 11, 1710. 
Have not write hardly to any body, being in hopes of having an account 
of Mr. Craggs being with you, but by my laſt letters of the 21ſt, I find he 
was not come nor news of him, ſo that I ſhall be in pain til I hear he be ſafe, 
fearing ſome accident at ſea. As the fate of 87 [the parliament] muſt before 
this be deſided, we are very impatient of letters, and 39 [Marlborough] has 
dcelired 
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deſired of me, that he may hear freely from you, what 273 Sg m 


may be rely'd upon; he means as to 38 [the duke of e 
with the greateſt truth ever yours. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Neceſſity of procuring members if a new parliament ſhould be afſembled.— 
Electreſs Sophia and the eleflor alarmed at the proceedings in England. 
Auguſt 12th, 1710, N. S. 
Have now time to return you my thanks for your favour of the 18th paſt ; 
we have this afternoon received the letters from England of the 25th and 
28th, by which I had from 27g [Walpole] incloſed a printed paper of a 
letter from P—m [ Petkum*] to B—s, but noe other letter or any other 
news, ſo that I ſuppoſe things continue in the ſame uncertainty they did as to 
87 | the parliament] and 89 [the whigs] tho' I heare from other hands, that 
preparations are making on both ſides for a new 87, [parliament] in which 
caſe I believe 273 [ Walpole |] may have what he formerly defired as uſeful at 
ſuch a junQure ; and ſhould that happen g8 | Godolphin] and 210 [Marlbo- 
rough] muſt ſpare no pains nor expence on ſuch an occaſion, and I think 
great power and a long purſe, ſhould be put into the mighty hand of 185, 
who I dare ſay will make a prevailing uſe of it, and 274 muſt repreſent to 
240 [the ducheſs of Marlborough] that a penny ſpent is twopence gott on 
ſuch an occaſion ; I am told from good hands, that 84 [tories] have lately 
made great addreſſes to 31 [eleQtreſs ſophia] but without effett, for 51 [ſophia] 


52 [eleQor] and all that houſe are very much alarmed at the late proceedings 


Walpole 
Papers. 


in England, and think it is time to look about them being apprehenſive of 54 ; 
and are almoſt ready to declare for 89 [ the whigs]. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Endorſed—< Brother Horace, Auguſt 18, 17 10, N. S.“ 


Speculations on the probability of a diſſolution of parliament, and on the effect 


of meaſures in England on the continent. 
DEAR BROTHER, Hague, Auguſt the 18th, 1710, N. S. 
E Kennedy having promiſed to deliver this to you with his own 


hand, I venture to acquaint you that what 273 | Walpole] formerly de- 
ſired, relating to what paſſed between 116 [the emperor} and 42 [the queen] 
upon the removal of 6 [Sunderland] was ſent by laſt poſt under cover to 
T——y, and the direction to 273 | Walpole] was in French, with his name 
* Petkum, miniſter to the duke of Holſtein, 


falſe 
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falſe ſpelt ; to prevent ſuſpicion of the perſon that ſent it; I defire to know Pericd I. 


by the firſt opportunity whether it came ſafe to hand; laſt night we had letters 
from England dated the 4th, but I was favoured with none from you by 
that occaſion. It ſeems the diſſolution of this parliament is ſtill uncertain ; 
and I muſt own I ſhould nott be much concerned at the misfortune of looſing 
ſo good a bouſe, ſuppoſing we could be aſſured that people's eyes are ſo 
far opened, and the whig intereſt ſoe ſtrong in the country as to be able to 
have a majority of the right ſide by a new election; for altho' the hazard 
might for the preſent make the publick creditt fall; yet a new return of good 
members would ſoon make it riſe, and putt it upon a better foot, than I am 
afraid you will find it at the laſt ſeſſion of a dying parliament. For ſince 
there muſt be another choſen next ſummer ; the expeQations that the French 
have from our civill broyls will make them defer ſpeaking ſincerely about 
peace, untill they ſee what turn and effect the new elections will have in Eng- 
land, and the ſame reaſon will make people both at home and abroad very 
reſerved in lending their money to our government ; whereas a good new 
parliament will cutt off all hopes from France, and will be a great encourage- 
ment to the well intentioned to contribute their utmoſt to ſupport us. But 
this is ſayd upon the ſuppoſition of having the greateſt probability of a good 
parliament by a new choice, In the mean time I believe this people can be 
kept very ſteady to the honeſt intereſt of England, and to the common cauſe, 


until they ſee what the commons of Great Britain, are like to doe, but att all 


events, I hope our friends will be very carefull about coming to any bargains ; 
for the other ſide who have all the power with 239 [the queen] will never 
make any advances for that end, untill they find they are nott able to ſupport 
the violent meaſures they had at firſt concerted, ſo that a compoſition on our 
fide I think can have no other effect than to give the ennemy a preſent advan- 
tage, and divide the whigs, for the country whigs will always deſire to att a 
free and independent part, and never care to be governed by the private in- 
trigues of 91 and will immediately cry out they are given up; and ſhould 
the next ſeſſions by that means paſs with differences, and confuſion among 
our friends, it may have a very bad influence upon the enſuing eleQions. 
6 

I can with great ſatisfaction aſſure you that the houſe of 51 [Hanover] is 
very ſenſible of what is doing in England; of the deceitfull addreſſes of 84 
[the tories | and of the ſincere intentions of 89 [the whigs] to promote their 
intereſt; I cant forbeare telling you in confidence that I think 39 {Marl- 

VOL, Il, PART 11, F  _ borough] 
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Period I. borough] ſhould be very diligent in making his court there, which I am 
7 afraid was formerly a little neglected; and I am perſwaded he will find all 
1710, Imaginable regard, and confidence from thence. | 
My reſpeQs to 11 [duke of Devonſhire]. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM 
LORD TOWNSHEND TO GENERAL STANHOPE, 


Conſternation occaſioned by the removal of lord treaſurer Godolphin. 


DEAR SIR, - Hague, Auguſt 26, 1710. 
Stanhope I Muſt refer you to M. Walpole for an account of the news this place 
phy hone affords, as well of our confuſions in England; from whence we had by the 
laſt poſt the fatal news of lord treaſurer's being removed from his office, which 
has put this country into the greateſt conſternation. God only knows what 
deſtruction our new miniſtry is preparing for us. I heartily wiſh you all 
imaginable ſucceſs in your future enterprizes, and beg you would do me the 
Juſtice to believe that I am with the greateſt truth and reſpett, &c. 


THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Alarmed at the removal of Godolphin. 
SIR, 7 Auguſt the 28th, 17 10. 

Walpole J Have received the favour of your's of the 8th, that as well as the reſt of 
OO. my letters brought me the ſurpriſing news of the white ſtaf being taken from 

lord treaſurer. 39 [Marlborough] has for ſome time been prepar'd for theſe 

mortefycations, he at this diſtance can't ſee where this will end, but he is ſure 

to the beſt of his underſtanding he will act like an honeſt man, and whilſt em- 

ploy'd doe what he ſhall judge beſt for his queen and country, and as he 

relyes on the friendſhip of 273 [ Walpole] he muſt deſire to hear often from 

him, I am with much truth, | 


THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Endorſed—< Lord Marlborough, received 16th, O. S.“ 
Determines to aft with the whigs. 
| SIR, | | Sept. 18, 1710. 
Walpole you will know my thoughts by fir Ri. Temple; fince his being gone Mr. 
Papers. Collins has brought me your two letters of the 26th and the 1ſt of this 
| | month. 


"A; 
WL, 
"$f 
2 
x 


1 8 „ 
I IRS 8 n 
5 "ID CH . 

> Oy 5 = * 


. 
1 n 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


month. I have beg'd of g8 [Godolphin] to uſe his intereſt with 200 [Boyle}, 
and I have write myſelf to lord Coninſbey ; as 199 [Harley] and thoſe people 
ſpread all over England lyes, the honeſt people ſhou'd be induſtrious of letting 
the truth be known. I agree with you that the beſt thing is to uſe all endea- 
vours poſſible for the getting honeſt men into 87 [parliament] and lett what 
will happen 39 [Marlborough] will always be ready for taking meaſures with 
89 [the whigs] which ſooner or later muſt bring all things right. 


1711. 

Theſe letters from ſecretary St. John, afterwards viſcount Bolingbroke, fully 
contradi& the current opinion that Marlborough continued always upon 
good terms with him. The inſinuation in the firſt letter that Marlborough 
aimed at the crown, originated in party malice. Swift in his ſcurrilous 

pamphlet, for it does not deſerve the name of a hiſtory, of the four laſt 
years of queen Anne, accuſes, him of this intention under the affeQation 
of defending him from the charge. 


- | COPY OF A LETTER® FROM 
SECRETARY ST. JOHN TO DRUMMOND. 


Inſinuates that Maritorough aimed at the crown. 


Jan. 23, 1710-11. 
AS to the great man f you mention I have wrote a few but plain words to 


your penſionary. He was not received with the acclamations you heard Agle Papers. 
of; and they are much miſtaken that imagine that he can be upon any other 


bottom than what the queen pleaſes to put him. I dare ſay he is convinced 
by this time that he cannot lead either his miſtreſs or any one elſe as he uſed 
to do. We ſhall ſend him over a ſubject; take care you do not put royalty 
into his head. 


* Theſe letters from ſecretary St. John to Drummond are in the poſſeſſion of Andrew Berkley 
Drummond, Eſq. and were communicated to me by Thomas Aſtle, Eſq. The ſecretary ap- 
pears to have repoſed much confidence in Drummond, and to have correſponded with him with- 
out the knowledge of the other members of the cabinet. He is probably the ſame perſon who 


35 
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1711. 


is mentioned in Carte's memorandum book, under the name of John Drummond, as the confidant 


of lord Bolingbroke. See Macpherſon's Papers, vol. ii. p. 530, 532. + Marlborough. 


F2 COPY 


r ERTIES 
8 — — — 


— 2 —— — — — — on 
. — — : 9 

— — — oo : > * 2 PA — — — . 
_— —— — 


36 


Period I. 


1700 to 1714. 


— — 
1711. 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


COPY OF A LETTER FROM 


SECRETARY ST. JOHN TO DRUMMOND. 


Cenſures the conduct of Marlborough, and juſtifies the diſmiſſion of Godolphin,— 
Rude behaviour of Vrybergue, the Dutch miniſter. 


- SIR, Whitehall, Jan. the 23d. 1710-11. 


Aftle Papers. BESIDES your letters of the 20th and 26th, which I acknowledg'd onTueſ- 


day, I have now receiv'd yours of the goth. The queen has been a little 
troubled with the gout ; and three poſts. coming in togather almoſt, have ſo 
overloaded us with buſineſs, that I have not been able to take her majeſty's 
pleaſure concerning the Spaniſh ſhips, or indeed to lay the matter before my 
lords of the council. I will not fail by the very firſt he rebar to do both, 
and I hope to turn that affair to your ſatis faction. 

As to the great man, I own to you freely he acts in my opinion a little and 
an ill judged part. I ſhould be tedious if I deſcended to particulars, but take 
this general idea of his condu& and ſcituation. The queen, and thofe who 
are in her intire confidence, are deſirous to pleaſe our friends in Holland, and 
to continue him at the head of the army. In order to this every thing which 
as duke of Marlborough, or as general, he can expect, has been, and will be 
comply'd with. Every thing neceſſary to put his troops into condition is 
done and doing; every thing neceſſary to make him eaſy in the field is done 
likewiſe, by the declaration which the queen has made of his loudeſt enemy the 
duke of Argyle, to be general of the Brittiſh troops in Spain. He has been 


told by the duke of Shrewſbury, by Mr. Harley, and by your humble ſervant, 


that ſince the queen agrees to his commanding the army, it is our duty, and 
in the higheſt degree our intereſt, to ſupport him, if poſſible, better than he 
ever yet was, and that he may depend upon this. He has ſeen in other in- 
ſtances that we were able to ſee, and to purſue that which was right; why 
ſhould he think us capable of judging on this occaſion fo wrong? He was 
told att firſt, that he had nothing to reproach us with; that his wife, my lord 
Godolphin and himſelf, had thrown the queen's favour away; and that he 
ought not to be angry if other people had taken it up. He vas told that his 
true intereſt conſiſted in getting rid of his wife“, who was grown to be irre- 


* The ducheſs of Marlborough has ſtudiouſly avoided to take any notice, in her 1 of 
this fact, which ſhews the imprudence of Marlborough and Godolphin, and proves how entirely 
they were governed by that imperious woman. 


concile- 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


concileable with the queen aſſoon as he could, and with the beſt grace which 
he could; inſtead of this, he teas'd the queen and made the uttmoſt effort to 
keep this woman in her places; he never brought the key“ till he bad but three 
days given him to do it in, and till he found that a longer delay was not to 
be hoped for from the queen's reſolution, however he now pretends to make 
a merit of this reſignation. He has been told he muſt draw a line between 
all that is paſſed, and all that is to come, and that he muſt begin entirely upon 
a new foot; that if he looked back to make complaints, he would have more 
retorted upon him than it was poſſible to anſwer ; that if he would make his 
former condu& the rule of his future behaviour, he would render his in- 
tereſts incompatible with thoſe of the queen. What is the effect of all this 
plain dealing? he ſubmits, he yields, he promiſes to comply ; on the ſtruggles 
to alleviate Meredyth's diſgrace, and to make the queen make a leſs figure by 
going back, than ſhe could have done by taking no notice at all of the inſo- 
lence of him and his comrades, he is angry at the duke of Argyle's being ap- 
pointed to command in Spain, and would I ſuppoſe have him puniſhed for 
acting on a plan which we all, even the queen herſelf, have been concerned 
in. 

In ſhort, to finiſh this diſcription, I doubt he thinks it poſſible for him 
to have the ſame abſolute power which he was once veſted with, and believes, 
perhaps, that thoſe who ſerve the queen are weak enough not to ſee the uſe 
he would make of it once more. By all the judgement which I can form, the 
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1711. 


exterior is a little mended, but att heart, the ſame ſentiments remain, and 


theſe heighten'd and inflam'd by what he called provocations. We ſhall do 
what we can to ſupport him in the command of the army, without betraying our 
miſtreſs ; and unleſs he is infatuated, he will help us in this deſign, for you 
muſt know, that the moment he leaves the ſervice, and loſes the protection of 
the court; ſuch ſcenes will open, as no victorys can varniſh over. 
This is an honeſt, and I hope a clear account ; lay your foundation here, 
and whatever happens, judge from hence. I think that the beſt thing which 
the duke can do, is to go over as ſoon as poſſible, for which the letter of the 
States to the queen gives a very proper handle. This letter was deliver'd 
to night to the queen by Vrybergue ; and is very diſcreet. A propos to Vry- 
bergue, talking to him on Sunday att the back ſtairs, of bufineſs in a very ſober 


* The gold key, the enſign of one of his wife's places. 
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Period I. and calm manner, he took occaſion to interrupt himſelf, and with ſome emotion 
ES to ſay, that as long as he felt that people had a confidence in him, he would 


1711. 


have the ſame in them, but that when they had none, he knew how to live 
with them accordingly, or to that effect. The expreſſions were harſh and the 
manner was harſher; I only anſwered with a ſmile. I confider him as the 


miniſter of the States; and in that character, and in that alone, will always 


ſhew him reſpeR. 

J intreat you to aſſure the penſionary of my moſt ſincere reſpects, and to 
let him know that whenever he has any commands for me, I will upon the 
leaſt hint, catch att an opportunity of obeying them. In doing this, I ſhall 
have the additional ſatisfaction of making my court to the queen, who has the 
greateſt value imaginable for the penſionary's conſummate wiſdom, and in- 
flexible integrity. I do not know whether ſome turn may not ſtill be found 


to gratifye you in a miniſter att the Hague, fince the perſon talk'd of ſeems 


fo little to be approved. Keep this to yourſelf, and leave us to work it. I 
allow conſiderably for miſtakes in intelligence, and for the affected boaſts of 
the French before the opening of a campagne; and yet I incline to think 
that they will make all manner of ways a great effort this year. I beg of you 
to be vigilant in getting what accounts you can of their naval preparations. 
The notice ſent me in your laſt I have received from other parts of France 
with ſome other circumſtances. Sir James Wiſhart will be order'd, if theſe 
reports come confirm'd, to preſs with the ſtronger inſtances that the Dutch 
ſhould do more by ſea, than of late years they have been us'd to do. Whilſt 
we ſpare nothing to puſh the Flanders war, you muſt not ſuffer us to be 
ruin'd in our trade and inſulted on our coaſts. | 

I will give you no further trouble by this poſt, but conclude this long letter 
by my hearty aſſurances of being ever, fir, your faithful humble ſervant, 


COPY 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


COPY OF A LETTER FROM 
SECRETARY ST. JOHN TO 


Objects to lay freſh and heavy burdens on the Low Countries. —Denzes that lord 
Peterborough has had orders to offer the Spaniſh monarchy to the duke of 
 Savoy,—Remarks on that delicate ſubjef,—Cenſures the conduct of the ſtates 
in regard to the northern affairs. 

SIR, | | Whitehall, April the 27th, O. S. 1711, 


with that ſatisfaction which I read every thing that comes from you. I 
cannot agree that lord Orery is ſo much in the wrong, or that there is ſo much 
danger of loſing the ſubſiflance of the imperial and palatine troops, as Mr. 
Ss | Watkins ſeems to believe. My lord has the queen's poſſitive and repeated 
f 1 | orders to inſiſt in the firſt place, that the Spaniſh provinces ſhould furniſh all 
== the expences charg'd upon them for the ſervice of the war; but he is directed 
att the ſame time to act the part of an advocate and protector, when any unrea- 
ſonable propoſition is by other people preſs'd upon them. Nay in ſuch caſes as 
the common neceſſity will obhge him to yield, and where he knows beforehand 
that he is to do ſo, the queen will however approve his condutt if he ſhews 
a reluctancy to enter into oppreſſive meaſures, and if att the time he conſents 
to load them on one account, he endeavours to caſe them in ſome other 
reſpett. 
Theſe unhappy countrys have found the government of thoſe, who pretend 
to be the aſſertors of publick liberty, fo tyrannical and ſo barbarous, that you 
know better than I how near they are driven to deſpair. The queen's ſer- 
vants have, to the reproach of our government and nation, been in great 
meaſure the inſtruments of all theſe vile proceedings. Something therefore 
muſt be done to relieve the miſerable people, and ſomething to redeem the 
honour of the Brittiſh name. We have in anſwer to a reſolution of the 
States, and to a memorial of Monſieur Vrybergue's grounded thereon, ſpoke 
very frankly to this effect: but to you I will add this farther, that it is by no 
means our intereſt that Holland ſhould compals all their aim att with reſpe& 
to theſe provinces. 
I ſhall be ſorry if my lord Orery does not live in a ry. correſpondence, 
ſince it is abſolutely neceſſary for the publick ſervice, with the duke of Marl- 
borough ; who did really make great advances, and ſuch as could not be with 
any ace declined, before they left the kingdom, 
I hardly 
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OUR letter of the firſt of May togather with the incloſed I receiv'd Aſtle Papers. 
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Period I. 
1700 to 1714. 
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I hardly believe that the French are ſhipping any forces att Breſt; but if 
they ſhould, in the opinion, and with the deſign you mention, I wiſh them 
1711. heartily a good voyage. 

Your converſation with the penſionary, I hope by the firſt letters to have an 
account of, In the mean time you may aſſure him, that my lord Peterborow 
has had no orders to offer the Spaniſh monarchy to the duke of Savoy, nay 
his journey to Turin is undertaken againſt the queen's intentions, and even 
his inſtructions; ſince the latter obliges him to continue at Vienna, till all the 
points in diſpute are ſettled to the ſatisfaction of Monſieur de Mellarede, and 
you know that he took the reſolution of going to the duke of Savoy, aſſoon as 
that was adjuſted which relates to the fiefs of Monterrate, and which is but 
half of one article out of four. | 

Declaring the duke of Savoy's imediate ſucceſſion to Spain can have but 
one effect, which is to haſten the Auſtrian miniſters to ſome compoſition with 
France; if king Charles is once ſecure of the empire, he will think it much 
more his intereſt to unite the Italian territorys to it, and to enjoy the whole 
with peace, than to continue a war for aggrandiſing the houſe of Savoy att 
the expence of having loſt himſelf. We are as cautious upon this ſubjeR, 
and we think it as nice and dangerous a matter to handle as the penſionary 
can do. But give me leave to tell you that our friends in Holland muſt not 
leave this affair to take care of itſelf, as they have done that of the north. 
The queen has hitherto not at all interpos'd, but left the whole management 
of this laſt to the States, and what a dilemma are we now reduced to. The 
king of Sweden has been made neither unwilling nor unable to hurt us. He 
has had in great meaſure the advantage of the act of neutrality, and yet is under 
no obligation to abide by it, and now that he has gain'd time enough he bids 

you in plain terms declare whether you will make good the guaranty of the 
treaty of Travendahl or not, that he may take his meaſures accordingly. 
The ſcituation of the northern affairs gives the queen no ſmall degree of 
uneaſineſs. | | A 

Mr. Harley was yeſterday att the houſe of commons for the firſt * time, 
the compliment which the ſpeaker made him in the name of the houſe, and 
his reply to it were extremely fine. We ſay att court that he will be call'd 
by another appellation in few days. 
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* On his recovery after being ſtabbed by Guiſcard, he was on the 24th of May, created earl 
of Oxford and Mortimer. 


EARL 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE EARL OF CLARENDON TO SECRETARY BROMLEY., 


Firſt audience with the eleflor.—Delivers his credentials. —The elector achnow- 
ledges great obligations to, and confidence in the queen, and declares that the 
demand for the writ to call his ſon to the houſe of peers was made without 
his knowledge and conſent, —Interview with the other parts of the electoral 
famih. 

SIR, Hanover, Auguſt 7th, N. S. 1714. 

N Saturday laſt I had my firſt audience of the elector, at noon, at Heren- 
hauſen, he recived me in a room where he was alone. A gentleman of the 
court came to my lodgings here with two of the electors coaches, and carried me 
to Herenhauſen. I was met at my arrival out of the coach by Mr. D' Haremburg, 
marſhall of the court, and at the top of the ſtairs by the chevalier Reden, ſe- 
cond chamberlain, (the count de Plaaten, great chamberlain, being very ſick) 
he conducted me through three rooms, to the room where the elector was, who 
met me at the door of that room, and being returned three or four ſteps into 
that room, he ſtopped, and the door was ſhut. I then delivered my creden- 
tials to him, and made him a compliment from the queen, to which he an- 
ſwered that he had always had the greateſt veneration imaginable for the 
queen, that he was always ready to acknowledge the great obligations he and 
his family have to her majeſty, ard. that he deſired nothing more earneſtly 

than to entertain a good correſpondence with her; he aſked me whether I 
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* Aſtle 
Papers, 


left the queen in good health, that he wiſhed her health very heartily. I told 


him that when I had the honour to take leave of the queen, I left her in very 
good health, that I had received letters from England ſince my arrival here, 
by which I was informed that the queen continued to enjoy her health, 
I told him I was very glad to find his highneſs ſo well inclined, and that 
I defired I might have a private audience as ſoon as poſſible, that I might 
have an opportunity of acquainting him fully with what I had received in 
command from the queen. To this he anſwered, that he was very ſorry 
that the king of Pruſſia's coming had hindered him ſo long from ſeeing me; 


that he did not deſire to delay one minute longer the receiving her majeſty's_ 


* Theſe original letters which relate to the earl of Clarendon's embaſſy to the court of 
Hanover are in the poſſeſſion of Thomas Aſtle, Eſq. He purchaſed them with ſeveral others, 
at the ſale of lord Clarendon's manuſcripts by Baker and Leigh, in 1765. 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period I, commands, and that I was at liberty to ſay then, all that I had in command 
cane from her. I then delivered to him the queen's anſwer to his memorial, and the 


other letter, and I ſpoke upon all the heads contained in my inſtruftions, and 
in your letter“ of the 22d of June, O. S. when I told him, that as the queen 
had already done all that could be done to ſecure the ſucceſſion to her crowns 
to his family, ſo ſhe expected that if he has any reaſon to ſuſpect deſigns are 
carrying on to diſappoint it, he ſhould ſpeak plainly upon that ſubje@; he 
interrupted me, and ſaid theſe words, © Je n'ay jamais cru que la reine eust 
aucuns deſſeins contre les interEts de ma famille, et je ne ſgache pas d'avoir 


donne aucun ſujet de croire, que je vouluſſe rien entreprendre contre les 


interèts de ſa majeſte, ou qui puſt luy deplaire, c'eſt ce que je ne feray jamais: 


la reine m'a fait l'honneur de m'eſcrire pour ſcavoir ce que je ſouhaitois que 


Fon fiſt pour aſſeurer d' avantage la ſucceſſion, ſurquoy nous avons donne un 
memoire par eſcrit a monſieur Harley, a laquelle il n'y a point encore eu de 
reponce.“ | 

I told him I had juſt then had the honour to deliver to him an anſwer to 
that memorial, and that if when he had peruſed that anſwer, he defired to have 
any part of that anſwer explained, I did beleive, I ſhould be able to do it to 
his ſatisfaction. Then I proceeded to ſpeak upon the other points, and when 1 
came to mention Schutz demanding the writ for the duke of Cambridge, he 
{aid theſe words, © J'eſpere que la reine n'a pas cru que cela s eſt fait par mon 
ordre, je vous aſſure que cela a eſte fait a mon inſceu; la defunQe electrice 
avoit eſcrit a Schuts ſans que je Vaye ſceu pour s' informer pourquoy le prince 


n' avoit pas eu ſon writ puis quelle croyoit qu'on les envoyoit a tous ceux qui 


eſtoient pairs, et luy au lieu de cela, alla demander le writ, meſme ſans l'ordre 
de l'electrice; je ne feray rien qui puiſſe, en aucune fagon, choquer la reine, a 


qui nous avons tant d' obligations.“ My ſpeaking to him, and the anſwers he 


made me, took up ſomething above an hour, then J had audience of the elec- 
toral prince, and duke Erneſt, the elector's brother in the ſame room, then 
of the electoral princeſs; after that I had the honour to dine with them all, 
and after dinner, here in town, I had audience of the eleQtoral prince's ſon 
and two daughters. At dinner the eleQor ſeemed to be in very good humour, 
talked to me ſeveral times, aſked ſeveral queſtions about England, and ſeemed 
very willing to be informed. It is very plain to me, he knows very little of 
our conſtitution, and ſeems to be ſenſible that he has been impoſed upon. The 


* This letter and the memorial which are alſo in Mr. Aftle's colle tion, are printed by 
Macpherſon, vol. ii. p. 608, 628, | 
electoral 
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ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


eleQoral prince told me he thought himſelf very happy, that the queen had him Period I. 


in her thoughts, that he ſhould be very glad it were in his power to convince 
the queen how grateful a ſenſe he had of all her favours: duke Erneſt ſaid, 
the queen did him a great deal of honour to remember him, that he moſt 
heartily wiſh'd the continuance of her majeſty's health, he hoped no one of 
his family would ever be ſo ungrateful as to forget the very great obligations 


they all had to her. The electoral princeſs ſaid ſhe was very glad to hear 


the queen was well, ſhe hoped ſhe would enjoy good health many years, that 
her kindneſs to this family was ſo great, that they could never make ſufficient 
acknowledgments for it. 

Thus I have acquainted you with all that paſſed at the firſt audience. I 
have been at court every night ſince, for the time of making one's court here 
is from ſix to nine in the evening; to-morrow I intend to deſire a private 


audience in order to diſcourſe more fully upon what I have ſaid to him, and 


to ſee how he takes the queen's anſwer to his memorial. All the miniſters 
here, (except Mr. Buleau, who is not in town) have been with me, and make 
great profeſſions of reſpect for the queen, I have returned all their viſits, and 
have dealt ſo plainly with them as to tell them, that I am very glad to find 
them in ſo good a diſpoſition, and rather becauſe they will now have an op- 


portunity to prove their faith by their works. — The Muſcovite envoy, and 


the Poliſh envoy have ſent to me, hearing I had ſent to notifie my arrival to 
them ; they are juſt come to town, and I ſuppoſe I ſhall ſee them to-morrow. 
I believe by this time I have pretty well tired you, ſo I ſhall conclude in in- 


treating the favour of you to give my moſt humble duty to the queen, whom 
I pray God long to preſerve, I am, &c. 


THE EARL OF CLARENDON TO SECRETARY BROMLEY. 


Speaks favourably of the eleflor, who renews his aſſurances that his dependence 
is ſolely on the queen, —Speaks unfavourably of Robethon, who governs Bernſ= 
©. 


SIR, Hanover, Auguſt 15, N. S. 1714. 


1700 to1714. 
— prnnnnmne} 


1714. 


Trouble you with this letter by Mr. Barlow. I gave you in my letter the Aftle Papers, 


7th inſtant, N. S. an account of the anſwers the eleQor made to me at my 
firſt audience, I did not then ſend you an account of what I ſaid to him in 
purſuance of the queen's inſtructions to me, and the letter I received from 
| G 2 you 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


you afterwards, I now ſend it to you in the ſame words I ſpoke to him : for 
the anſwers you will give me leave to referr you to my letter of the 7th inſt. 
I hope and I think I have not omitted any thing that IJ was to ſpeak to, if I 
have not done it in ſo good language as able people would have done, I hope 
I ſhall be pardoned, that I thought upon this occaſion the plaineſt language 
was the beſt, ſo that if I had been able to do better, I ſhould have been guilty 
of the ſame, I have done ; that it might not be pretended they could not un- 
derſtand me. Mr. Bernſdorf is governed by Robethon, who is as bad as bad 


can be. I have been twice with Mr. Bernſdorf ſince my ſecond audience; 
he has promiſed me I ſhall have an anſwer in writing to what I ſaid to the 


eleftor, when I ſee that I ſhall be able to ſay more; the eleQor continues 
ſill to ſay, every time I ſpeak to him, that he is ready on his part to do any 
thing to preſerve a good correſpondence with the queen, that he has not and 
will have no dependance upon any body but the queen. I told him I hoped 
he would give thoſe aſſurances to her majeſty in the beſt and fulleſt manner, 
he ſeems to be a man of very good temper, the people here generally ſpeak 


with great value of him, and his brother duke Erneſt. It is certain the 


eleQor has never yet ſpoken to Shuts ſince he came home; he comes to court 
in the evening, but as ſoon as the eleQor appears he goes away, and indeed 
nobody here looks upon him, but the electoral prince, and that is in private: 
Mr. Guerts, who is preſident des finances, is a very good man and always in 
oppoſition to Bernſdorf: the count de Plaaten, who is great chamberlain, is a 
fine gentleman, but never meddles with buſineſs. Mr. D'Elſe and Mr. Buſch 
who are two others of the council are men that meddle no farther than they 
are called upon by the elector, there are no other counſellors now here. By 
what I can hear I find that the king of Pruſſia's journey here was to endea- 
vour to engage this court in the project I took the liberty to mention to you 
in a letter from the Hague, for dividing the king of Sweden's territory's in 
Germany, but I don't find he has ſucceeded here.—The elettor talks of go- 
ing in three weeks time to a place called Vinhauſen, and from thence to 
Guehre, a place where he goes every year to hunt the ſtag, and ſtays all the 
fall of the year, ſo that if I am not diſpatcht before he goes out of town, I 
muſt either follow him to thoſe places which will be very chargeable to me, 
or I muſt ſtay here till winter, which I hope the queen does not intend. 
Therefore I entreat the favour of you, that Mr. Barlow may be ſent back to 
me as ſoon as poſſible with ſuch farther commands he has for me here if any. 


I ſuppoſe 
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I ſuppoſe in a few days I ſhall have the elector's anſwer in writing, which I Period I. 
hope will be to the queen's ſatisfaction, if fo, I ſuppoſe I have no more to 83 | 
do here: however I beg the favour of you, that I may know the queen's com. 1714. 
mands as ſoon as poſſible. —This moon I believe will put an end to whatever 

might be called ſummer in this country, ſo it will not be long good travelling 

in this part of the world. —I entreat the favour of you to give my moſt 

humble duty to the queen, whom I pray God long to preſerve. I have 

had no letters or news from England theſe two laſt poſts, I am with great 
reſpett. | 


Anſwer of queen Anne to the memorial of their eleQoral highneſſes, con- 
cerning the ſecurity of the proteſtant ſucceſſion, alluded to in the preceding 
letters. 


Declares her reſolution to promote the ſucceſſion in the houſe of Brunſwick.— 
Cannot inſiſt on the removal of the pretender from Loraine.—Will not conſent 
to the reſidence of the elefloral prince in England. 


HE queen having conſidered the memorial of their eleQoral highneſſes, Aſtle Papers. 
the late elereſs Dowager and the elector of Brunſwick, thinks fit to give 
the following anſwer : That Mr. Harley was directed to aſſure their electoral 
highneſſes, her majeſty would not only conſent to, but promote any additional 
ſecurity they ſhould defire, for the ſucceſſion of their electoral houſe to her 
crowns, conſiſtent with her honour, her ſafety, and the laws whereby that ſuc- 
ceſſion is eſtabliſhed. That her majeſty has uſed her inſtances to have the 
pretender removed out of Lorraine, and ſince the late addreſſes of parliament 
has repeated them, and has writ herſelf to the duke of Lorraine to preſs it in 
the ſtrongeſt terms. This her majeſty has done to get him removed, but it 
cannot be imagined it is in her power to preſcribe where the pretender ſhall 
go, or by whom he ſhall be received. His being removed out of France is 
more than was provided for by the peace of Ryſwick.—Correſpondence with 
the pretender is by law high treaſon, and it is her majeſty's intereſt and care 
to have that law ſtrictly executed. The vain hopes entertained at Bar le Duc, 
and the reports from thence are not to be wondered at. Her majeſty thinks 
herſelf fully ſecured, as well by treaty as by the duty and affection of her peo- 
ple, againſt all attempts whatſoever. Befides theſe ſecurities her majeſty has 
a ſettled militia, and ſuch other force as her parliament, to whoſe conſideration 
ſhe referred that matter, judged ſufficient for the ſafety of her kingdom ; and 


it cannot be unknown that a ſtanding army in time of peace, without conſent 
of 
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P . * of parliament, is contrary to the fundamental law of this realm. Her majeſty 
C is ſo far from being unfurniſhed with a fleet; that ſhe has at this time more 
1714, fſhipsat ſea, and ready to be put to ſea, than any other power in Europe. 

Her majeſty looks upon it to be very unneceſſary, that one of the eleQoral 
family ſhould reſide in Great Britain to take care of the ſecurity of her royal 
perſon, of her kingdoms, and of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion as is expreſſed in the 
memorial. This, God and the laws have entruſted to her majeſty alone, and 
to admit any perſon into a ſhare in theſe cares with her majeſty would be as 
dangerous to the public tranquility, as it is inconſiſtent with the conflitation 
of the monarchy. After the frequent aſſurances her majeſty has given, of 
her reſolutions to maintain the ſucceſſion as by law eſtabliſhed, there _ be 
no room to doubt but her majeſty will do all that is in her power to ſecure it. 
The common intereſts of her majeſty and of the eleQor will certainly be beſt 
ſecured by a mutual confidence, and by their acting in concert together. This 
her majeſty has always deſired, and will on all occaſions promote. When 
her majeſty conſiders the uſe which has been endeavoured to be made of the 
titles ſhe has already conferred, ſhe has little encouragement to grant any more. 
Granting titles of honour in the laſt reign to perſons of foreign birth gave ſuch 
diſſatisfaction to the nation as produced a proviſion in the act of parliament 
whereby the ſucceſſion is eſtabliſhed in the eleQtoral houſe, that when the lims- 
tation in that act ſhall take effect, no perſons born out of the kingdoms of 
England, Scotland, Ireland, or the dominions thereunto belonging, tho' natu- 
ralized or made a denizen, (except ſuch as are born of Engliſh parents) ſhall 
be capable to be of the privy council, or a member of either houſe of parlia- 
ment, or to enjoy any office or place of truſt, or to have a grant of lands, te- 
nements, or hereditaments from the crown to himſelf, or any other in truſt for 
him. Her majeſty is thus particular in her anſwer to the memorial, and hopes 
there will be ſuch a good underſtanding between her majeſty and the eleQtor 
that as ſhe will continue to do all ſhe can to maintain the ſucceſſion, ſo nothing 
will be aſked of her Majeſty but what ſhall be proper to be complied with. 


Given at our court at Kenſington the'1gth day of June, 1714, in the thir- 
teenth year of our reign, 


— ph. 6%. 
— —— 


rr — . — 
— cr — — 


- — — — 
— . ͤ— 


— ry a 
—_— — 
— — — . H— 


— 
— _— 


— 
— 2 — — 
— — — 1 
22. —— 


— 


4 
— — 
— 
— — — 
— — —— 


— — 
— 


. — —— — 


- 5 f = — — — — . p 
— — — — —— 
—— * * —— — _ = — Go _ _ 12 nnget = om — — — = —— — —— —— 2 
— —.— RP 2 oy o —— r > _ = —— = A pw — — — —— Aa 2 = — —ů — — — — — — 
— 1 — — = | p . l — — 
c 8 —_ 1 - « — — 2 — — — — — 22 — — 
— —an eve = . — acts — Y "IC E - \ =P) : - W - = — — — - 
G - Dr „ 2 — = -” 2 PER - Sg = 1 — — as ” — 
4 yo — — — — - 5 — 4 — — — — * : 2 — — = = 
> « 22 — — 3 — — . . rx 2 — — — — 
— _ wy eo EXIT - I — — — . — — 8 2 2 e - —— 
- — — — _ . * — 2 — Gy — — — —— — —— — _ 
— — = —_ _ — —— ENS — 4 by — — 
_- — —-— 2 CES In Stn ge rt D G — — . —— — = — Tn * — > 3 
— —— — — — 2 —— — 2 : - 
* — — <_— — — — — — — — gots — 
2 
—— Abe — — 
— — - — os — — 
wy ——̃ — — 8 7 


abs 
— - 
— 
— 
Fe. Cs De Tet — 2 — 
— — — 3 —— — 
— — — 2 N —— 


——— — - 5 * * 
2 - 
— — cet" "If — — — — — . 
— ͤ — —ͤ— — - — — Sho = 2 * 
— — nel — — 5: 


— - 
—— — — —— 


— — — 2 
— — 
— —-— 


——— Dine 1 


MEMOIRS 


MEMOIR 8s 


OF 5 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


— 


Original Correſpondence and authentic Papers. 


PERIOD THE SECOND. 
1714—1720. 


1714. 


— Han 
HORACE WALPOLE TO THE REV. HENRY E TOUCH. 


Character of lord Halifax. His diſſatisfaction and intrigues with the tories, 

Cauſes of the report that a tory adminiſtration was to be formed on the ac- 

ceſſion of George the firſt, —No foundation for that report. — Character of 

fir Thomas Hanmer. 

DEAR ETOUGH, Putney, Sept, 21, 1752. 

I Doe not pretend to deſerve any of the engaging good qualitys, you heap Period IT. 

upon me, excepting that of truth; what I know I am free to tell you, but \7 14521720 
will tell you nothing poſitively, but what I think I know. Etough 

As to lord Halifax, I think he was an able ſpeaker, and an aſpiring miniſter, Papers. 
inſolent in power, and miſerable and dejetted to the laſt degree when out of 
it; it was ſayd that before queen Ann's death, he had condeſcended to make 
his court to lord Oxford, and was upon tolerable terms with him weaning 


himſelfe from his former intimacy and cordiality, with the ſteady whigs; upon 
her 
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her majeſty's demiſe, he ambitioned to be lord high treaſurer of Great Brit- 
tain, but finding that thoſe who were like to be conſiderable, and to be con- 
ſulted, thought it moſt adviſeable, to putt that great office in commiſſion, 
among whom lord Townſhend had the greateſt weight at Hannover; it is very 
poſſible, and indeed probable that lord Hallifax upon his own ſtrength, thought 
fitt to recommend himſelfe to be lord treaſurer, and Bromley to be his chan- 
celour of the exchequer, and fir Thomas Hanmer to be teller of the exche- 
quer, and other torys to other places, 'in order to make himſelfe the cheif of 
a motley miniſtry, but I doe not beleive that Bromley ever had the offer made 
him of being chancelour of the exchequer. Sir Thomas Hanmer was talk'd of 
on account of his having aſſiſted in rejecting the Commerce Bill, and for his 
more moderate behaviour at the latter end of queen Ann's reign, (which as 


you very well obſerved, proceeded from his being diſappointed in his hopes 


of the ſeals) to have ſome conſiderable place, nay, there was a flying report of 
his being one of the ſecretary's of ſtate, but it was nothing but report. 

You muſt know that there was att the court of Hannover before queen Ann 
dyed, two conſiderable miniſters in oppoſition to one another, Mr. Bernſdorf 


and Mr. Gortz ; the firſt always endeavoured to encourage and promote a 


diſpoſition in the king for the ſucceſſion of his family to the crown, the other 
was as earneſt to divert and diſſwade him from it as a chimerical notion; 


when the throne became vacant, Bernſdorf eſpouſed the whig party, and 


Gortz that of the torys, and I beleive their intrigues and correſpondence, with 
each ſide was managed accordingly ; and *tis poſſible that by this means the 
torys might have had ſome, or made themſelves beleive they had ſome glim- 
mering expectations of being employed, but they muſt have been very ſlight 
and very tranſient, and all imaginary ſchemes of a mixt miniſtry ſoon vaniſhed, 


by his Majeſty having appointed before he left Hannover ſome time lord 


Townſhend to be ſole ſecretary of ſtate : and as he had it in his power to re- 


commend his collegue, Mr. Boyle was offer'd that place, but he perceiving 
that there would be a great fermentation in parliament, on account of the male 
adminiſtration, at the latter end of queen Ann's reign, in which, altho' he was 
no ways concerned, having reſigned the ſeals upon the removall of lord 


_ Godolphin, as he was not of a temper to att in troubleſome times, declined 


that ſtation, and was at his own requeſt made lord Carleton, and I recom- 


mended Mr. Stanhope (afterwards lord) to lord Townſhend to be ſecretary 


of ſtate; knowing indeed that he had a fruitfull and luxuriant genius in foreign 


affairs, which I hoped he would have ſufferd to be check'd or pruned by lord 
Townl. 


IONS 
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mad, and ungratefull; upon the whole I do not believe that Bromley or any 
other conſiderable torys had the offer of any conſiderable places from king 
George. *Tis poſſible that Hanmer might have had a teller's place, if he would 
have left his party; for my part I never look'd upon him as of any conſe- 
quence, his perſon, parts, and principles were of a piece; he had a very 
hanſome mien and appearance, butt 'is ſaid he could not pleaſe the lady's; he 
could make an eloquent elaborate and plauſible ſpeech, but never was thought 
a man of buſineſs, or knowledge. He would act and vote with the torys, and 
yett ſayd he was no jacobite; he declared himſelfe for the Hannover ſuc- 
ceſſion, and would never act or vote in ſupport of it; he dyed at laſt, poor 
gentleman, without having much obliged or diſobliged any perſon or party, 
and rather pityed than either hated or beloved. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Requeſts that Mr. Rogers may be excuſed from ſerving the office of ſheriff on 
account of his wife's death. 
MY LORD, | Nov. 8, 1714. 


Y the beſt accounts I have mett fince my coming hither, I find our 
election affairs in a very hopefull way, and ſee no body that is at all 


deſponding but the Sandringham family, but I hope I ſhall ſpur them up, 


and make them exert a little. 

The cheif occaſion of my giving your lordſhip this trouble is to acquaint 
you that Mr. Rogers's wife died yeſterday, and I had from him this morning 
the moſt moving and melancholly letter I ever read, begging to be excus'd 
from being ſheriff this year only, and he will very willingly ſerve upon any 
other occaſion. What makes this more eaſy is that Mr. Durrant is deſirous 
to have it now, and King Tom has a great ambition to be king George's 


firſt ſheriff; fir Charles Turner was here yeſterday and concurs in opinion that 


Mr. Durrant ſhould be the man. I really think we ſhall make great uſe of 
Mr. Rogers on the ſea coaſt, and I ſincerely beleive he cannot bear the 
thoughts of making a ſhow juſt upon the death of his wife. I dine to- 
morrow at fir Jacob's, who is very ſtout and reſolute. 
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1716. 


— ec erent 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


The pretender to be crowned king at Perth, in conſequence of the aſſiſtance pro- 
miſed by the regent of France. Nothing but a ſtri union with the emperor 
and Holland will deter the regent from promoting the cauſe of the pretender. 
The king places abſolute confidence in the penſionary. 

DEAR HORACE, | Jan. r5—26, 1716, 
HE pretender is now at Perth, and to be crowned king of Scotland. This. 


ſtep his friends here would not have ſuffered him to take in the preſent 
ſituation of affairs unleſs the regent had given ſtrong affurances of aſſiſtance. 


They ſend over in fingle ſhips, arms and ammunition, and officers, and thoſe 


who are in the ſecret of their affairs ſeem confident, they ſhall be further and 
more openly aſſiſted as foon as the ſeaſon will permit. For my part I cannot 
think any thing can divert the regent from taking vigorouſly part with the 
pretender, but a ſtrit union amongſt our old friends and allies, by which he 
will ſee, that he cannot meddle with our affairs here without involving 
France in a new war with all Europe ; and by the beſt intelligence we have, 
the paſſion of the French is ſo ſtrong in favour of the pretender, that nothing 
but the fear of a new and general war can prevent their aſſiſting our rebels 
here. For this reaſon I have conſtantly preſſed the defenfive alliance with 
the emperor, and that the kings of Denmark and Pruſſia might be admitted 
into the guaranty of the barrier and ſucceſhon, and I will venture to ſay, that 
things are now growing to ſuch a criſis, that unleſs ſome ſyſtem of this kind 
is ſpeedily formed, we cannot promiſe ourſelves, that the peace will be of 
any duration. The king therefore would have you talk ſeriouſſy to the 
penſionary upon this ſubject, in whom he has a moſt entire and abſolute 
confidence; his majeſty approves of his ſentiments in relation to not defer- 
ring the treaty for renewing the alliance between Britain and them, upon 
the account of any new engagements to be taken with him in relation to his 
German territories. But when that treaty is finiſhing, common ſenſe tells 
both the States as well us, that ſomething of that kind ought to be done ; and 
that we ought not to delay the forming theſe alliances, if we intend either to 
be ſafe or quiet. God be thanked we ſhall do as well as our neighbours, 

i | having 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 32 


having a good parliament, and a good army; beſides the farther proviſion of Period II. 
troops, which as I told you in my laſt, the king is making, and with which [797% 
you may acquaint the penſionary in confidence. I am with the greateſt 1716. 
truth. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


Diſmiſſion of lord — and his brother. 
| DEAR HORACE, March Gth=17th, 1715-16. 


* * * You. will be ſurpriſed at the diſmiſſion of the family of the Walpole 
Diſmalls;“ but all the trouble we have had in favor of the condemn'd lords * 
aroſe from that corner, and they had taken their plea to have no more to doe 

with us, and ſo the ſhorteſt end was thought the beſt. I don't well know 

what account to give you of your ſituation here, there are ſtorms in the air, 

but 1 doubt not they will all be blown over, I am ever yours, &c. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO BERNSDORF. 


The lords of the cabinet repreſent the inconveniences which will reſult from the 

King's journey to Hanover, and the neceſſity of his preſence in England.—Re- 

commend that the prince of Wales may be appointed ſole regent, and with the 

uſual reſtrictions. 

SIR, | Whitehall, May 19, 1716, 

N obedience to his majeſty's commands communicated to us by you, we Townſhend 
have had a meeting with my lord chancellor, the dukes of Devonſhire and Papers. 
Marlborough, and the earl of Sunderland, to conſider in what manner it might Original 
be moſt adviſeable to ſettle the regency here, in caſe his majeſty ſhould de- Preft 
termine to ſpend ſome part of the year at Hanover; and as in the courſe of 
this deliberation it was impoſſible for the inconveniences of his majeſty's 
Journey not to occur to us in the firſt place, we think ourſelves bound in 
duty to lay before his majeſty with all poſſible ſubmiſſion the ſubſtance of our 
thoughts on that head ; that fince we were all unanimouſly of opinion that. 
his majeſty's abſence from his Britiſh dominions might prove of the utmoſt 
prejudice to his intereſts, his majeſty may be appriſed of the true reaſons 


Lord Nottingham a famous tory, and ſpeech maker, is gone over to the whig fide : they toaſt 
him daily, and lord Warton ſays, it is Di/mal (ſo they call him from his looks) will ſave Eog- 
land at laſt.— Swift to Mrs. Johnſon, Dec. 5, 1711, Letters, vol. v. page 162, 
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which obliged his ſervants to be of an opinion that cannot but be highly un- 
gratefull to them, while there is a poſſibility of its being in any reſpect diſ- 
agreeable to his majeſty. To ſett their reaſons in as clear a light as may be, 
they beg leave to take a ſummary view of the preſent ſituation of affairs both 
at home and abroad, that ſo it may appear what effect his majeſty's journey 
may be likely to have with reſpe& both to the one and the other. 

And firſt it is moſt apparent that tho' his majeſty's arms have, by the bleſ- 
ſing of God been ſuperiour to thoſe of the rebels, and tho? the parliament have 


in the compaſs of two ſeſſions done all that was ſuggeſted to them, and even 


more than could be expected towards ſuppreſſing the faction of jacobitiſm, 
yet the rage and ſpirit of that party is ſtill very far from being ſubdued. For 
having been conſiderably numerous ever fince the revolution, they made ſuch 
vaſt acceſſions of ſtrength under the laſt four years of the queen, during 
which time they found means to engage in their intereſts, not only a great 
number of private perſons, but many of the largeſt communities (as appears 
by the conduct of both the univerſities, and even of London itſelf till 
lately) that the confidence of their numbers encouraged them to enter 
into the rebellion upon their own bottom deſtitute of all ſuccours from 
abroad, and ſtill ſupports them in the ſame ſpirit and deſigns, notwith- 
ſtanding their late loſſes and all the endeavours of the parliament. So 
that it is to be feared the fire of the whole rebellion is rather ſmothered 
for a time than totally extinguiſhed, and that it lyes ready to catch hold of 
the firſt convenient matter that ſhall be offered it, and may break forth with 
freſh fury. This is but too evident from the ſtrong diſpoſition in favour of 


the rebels, which has already ſhewn itſelf in different ſhapes ever fince the 


defeat at Preſton, and which appears not only by that open and barefaced 
obſtruttion of juſtice which is at preſent offered in the tryals in the inferiour 
courts, but likewiſe by that exceſs of tenderneſs which has been expreſſed for 
the criminals on every occaſion, even in places where his majeſty had the leaſt 
reaſon to expett it; which ſhews at once the ſtrength and riches of the faction. 
The ſubduing therefore and eradicating of this evil is what ought princi- 
pally to be aimed at and intended, not ſo much by violent remedies (which 
are always dangerous and often fatal) as by a conſtant ſteady and uniform 
application in every branch of the adminiſtration towards working out the 
inmoſt cauſes of this diſtemper, the force of which by this method may in ſome 
ſhort time be inſenſibly diſpell'd; but ſuch a ſtrict and vigilant application of 
powers diſtributed through ſo many different hands, and in a caſe where ſuch 

numerous 
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numerous difficulties are to be ſtruggled with, can hardly be hoped for with Period II. 
1714t0 1710. 
— — 


out the invigorating influence of his majeſty's preſence and inſpeQion, to 
quicken the timorous, to ſtrengthen the hands of his ſervants, and to damp the 
hopes and expectations of his enemies. Beſides which, as the party have 
all along ſubſiſted on falſe and ſcandalous reports, forged without the leaſt 
colour or ſhadow of reality, ſo they will not fail to give the moſt malicious 
turn to a ſtep of this nature, and poſſibly ſuch a one, as may not only make 
impreſſion on the vulgar (who ſeem as yet ſuſceptible of the moſt groſs ab- 
ſurdities) but even alienate the minds of many who are at preſent zealous and 
entirely well affected to his majeſty's ſervice. Theſe we look on to be ſome 
of the moſt naturall and obvious conſequences of his majeſty's going abroad 
in the preſent unſettled condition of affairs at home. 

And if we proceed to look abroad we humbly apprehend the objeQions 


ariſing thence to hold full as ſtrong againſt this journey. For his majeſty's 


intereſt in foreign parts will ever keep pace with the credit and reputation of 
his affairs at home, ſo that whatever impairs the latter, will no leſs certainly 
affe the former, and accidents may ariſe by ſome unforeſeen commotion in 
his abſence which may diſcourage foreign powers from proceeding in thoſe 
engagements with his majeſty which they now are very forward to enter into, 
For we cannot but obſerve, that tho” his majeſty's ſecurity depends ſo much 
on the ſtrength of alliances; and tho' his endeavours have not been wanting 
to procure ſuch as might be neceſſary for his ſafety, yet the princes with 
whom we were to negociate were ſo cautious of engaging till they ſhould ſee 
the fate of the rebellion in ſome meaſure decided, that no one treaty for our 
ſecurity is yet perfected, excepting that with the States Generall. But now 
that the reputation of his majeſty's affairs is ſo well eſtabliſhed that moſt of 
the princes in Europe are courting his alliance, we humbly conceive it would 
be of very dangerous conſequence to put it again in the power of fortune and 
events to hinder his majeſty from concluding ſuch treatys as he ſhall judge 
neceſſary ; and even tho” no new diſturbances ſhould ariſe, which doubtleſs 
his majeſty's enemies will be encouraged to attempt during his abſence, yet 
we are of opinion that if his majeſty ſhould fix his reſidence at Hanover for 
this ſummer, ſo much time would paſs in referring matters to his council here, 
and in receiving their opinion, as join'd to the ordinary difficulties incident 
to all negociations, would make it impraQicable for his majeſty to conclude a 
treaty with the emperor, or any of the northern potentates, before the ſeaſon 
of 
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NT = of the year returns that will make it requiſite for him to meet his people in 

0 , Parliament. Neither can any doubt be made, but that the regent of France, 

1716, Who has hitherto left no engine unemployed to defeat our alliance with the 

emperor, and whoſe principall aim ſeems to be to gain time for putting in ex- 

ecution the deſigns he has formed againſt his majeſty will eagerly lay hold on 

ſuch an opportunity to diſtratt the king's affairs, either by encouraging and 

ſupporting the jacobites in ſome attempt here, or by amuſing us with ſpecious 

and inſidious propoſals at a juncture, when he is ſure ſo much more time than 

ordinary muſt be conſumed in examining and detecting them, and in adviſing 


tionable credit, do ſufficiently juſtify our apprehenſions on this head. But 
what we take to be the moſt fatal inconvenience of this journey is, that the 
Baltick ſquadron (which alone ſecures to his majeſty the ballance and arbitra- 
tion of the north) muſt by waiting for his majeſty's orders, and by the uſual 
communications to be made hither, looſe ſo much of the ſeaſon proper for 
action, as will render that expenſive armament wholely fruitleſs and inſignifi- 
cant, which may not only expoſe his majeſty's dominions in Germany to im- 
- minent danger, but likewiſe adminiſter matter of complaint to ſuch as are 


upon the watch in parliament, for every handle of traducing and making 


odious his majeſty's adminiſtration. 
Having thus in diſcharge of our duty communicated to you theſe conſidera- 
tions in order to your laying them before his majeſty, we proceeded to con- 


ſider in obedience to his majeſty's commands in what manner the regency 


might be moſt properly conſtituted during his abſence, and upon a carefull 
peruſal of the precedents finding no inſtance of perſons being joined in com- 
miſſion with the prince of Wales, and few if any reſtrictions upon ſuch com- 
miſſions, we are of opinion that the conſtant tenour of ancient practice cannot 
conveniently be receded from. | 


THE EARL OF SUNDERLAND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Requeſts the king to appoint commiſſuoners for the office of privy ſeal * his 
i at Aix la Chapelle. 


SIR, London, July 24th, 1716, 
Harrington "PHE king having been ſo ad. as to allow me, to go to Aix la Chapelle, 
this latter ſeaſon, to drink the waters, I have ſince mention'd it, to the 
prince, who has been pleas'd to allow me the ſame liberty; I acquainted his 
royal 
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highneſs, that it would be neceſſary to appoint commiſſioners to execute the period II. 
office of privy ſeal, during my abſence, as was done in like caſes before, and 17140 1720. 


that Mr. Southwell, Mr. Vernon, two of the clerks of the councill, and 
Mr. Andrew Charlton, who were it, after lord Wharton's death, would be 
very proper perſons; he was pleas'd to agree to it, and order'd me to write 
to you about it, to have the king's approbation, and orders, for the paſſing 
ſuch a commiſſion; lord Townſhend alſo writes to you about it. I beg you 
would lay this before his majeſty, with my moſt humble duty, and that I ſhould 
nott have made uſe of the liberty he has been ſo good to allow me of going 
to Aix, butt that there ſeems at preſent to be no proſpe@ of any uneaſineſs, 
or diſorder here, fo that the attendance of every body will be the leſs neceſ- 
ſary, and that indeed my health dos require it extreamely. I muſt entreat 
you to ſend, as ſoon as poſſible, his majeſties orders about this commiſſion, 
and his approbation of the perſons, for I ſhall otherwiſe looſe the ſeaſon of 
the waters; I hope the king will find the benefitt to his health, that he pro- 
poſes, from the waters of Pyrmont, and that we ſhall ſee him early in the 
winter back again here, for without that there is no proſpeQ, but of certain 
ruine and confuſion ; I am ever dear fir, with the greateſt truth and eſteem, 
yours, &c. 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Is commiſſioned by lord Townſhend and ſecretary Methuen to hold a private 


correſpondence with him, to be communicated only to the king. 
SIR, Albermarle Street, 28th July, 1716, 


TT is impoſſible for me to open the commiſſion I have the honour to be 

charged with from my lord Townſhend and Mr. Methuen to you, without 
being putt in mind of returning you my moſt humble thanks for your many 
great favours, and particularly for the part, that you were ſo kind as to take 
in that, to which I ow the honour of being now employed in writing to you. 
Nothing leſs than the experience of ſo much goodneſs could ſupport me 
under the unequal taſk that is aſſigned to me of being regularly to lay before 
you ſuch occurrences and obſervations as my lord Townſhend and Mr. ſe- 
cretary Methuen think leſs proper to be inſerted in their publick diſpatches. 
I am never to write to you but by the hand of a meſſenger, and my lord and 
Mr. Methuen do moſt earneſtly beg, that the letters you fhall receive from me 


may not be communicated to any body, but to his majeſty only, and that with 
all 


1716, 
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Period IT. all imaginable precautions of ſecrecy; and they deſire to receive from you 


1714 to 1720. 
— 


1716. 


by the ſame conveyance, under cover to me, all ſuch particulars as the king 
may judge improper and inconvenient to be communicated to the whole cabi- 
net council. I am therefore by their command to acquaint you that hitherto 
every thing goes well, the prince appearing entirely diſpoſed to follow his 
majeſty's directions, and to anſwer his intentions in every reſpect. The only 
apprehenſion they labour under is leaſt ſome diviſion ſhould be formed in the 
army, by the oppoſition there is between the duke of Argyle and my lord 
Cadogan, which they deſire you to aſſure his majeſty they will labour to pre- 
vent with all poſſible fidelity and application. You will ſee by my lord 
Townſhend's diſpatch, that lord Belhaven makes application to be knight 
marſhall of Scotland; this is one of the places that the prince is at liberty to 
diſpoſe of without conſulting his majeſty ; however, you will ſee he chooſes to 
refer it to the king's diſpoſal, and my lord Townſhend and Mr. Methuen are 
humbly of opinion, that his majeſty's gratifying his royal n by confer- 
ring it on lord - Belhaven will have a good effett at the prince's firſt ſetting out, 

and will tend to confirm his royal highneſs in the diſpoſition of referring all 
matters of importance to his Majeſty: and though lord Belhaven be a creature 
of the duke of Argyle's, yet they think they have reaſon to believe that he 
will always fix his chief dependance on thoſe who have his fortune in their 
hands; and he has hitherto behaved himſelf with ſuch zeal for his majeſty's 
ſervice in parliament as very well to deſerve this mark of his royal favour. 1 
am with the moſt dutiful relpett, 


What follows is in lord Townſhend's hank and figned 53 him and Methuen. 


SIR, 
We are of opinion that the method above mentioned is on ſeveral ac- 
counts the propereſt for carrying on a private correſpondence with you, 
and repeat to you as our moſt humble requeſt, that you would lay this letter, 
and all others of the ſame nature before the king, but muſt at the ſame time 
beg that none elſe may ſee them. 


STEPHEN | 


* 


A 
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STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Thinks the regent inſincere, and that he will not conſent to the demolition of 
Mardyke.—Enforces the good policy of not breaking off the — with 
France, until that point is ſeilled. 


SIR, | July 31ſt. 1716. 
Am commanded by my lord Townſhend to acquaint you that he has re- 
ceived your private letter of the 28th July, but that the laſt Dutch mail 
brought him no letters of any kind from you, which he earneſtly defires may 
never be the caſe again, ſince the prince will be apt to ſuſpe& that my lord 
receives letters from you, but ſinks them. My lord Townſhend and Mr. 
Methuen are of opinion that conſidering on how right a foot you putt the 


negociation with the abbe du Bois, his majeſty runs no riſk of being brought 


under the neceſſity of declaring his ſentiments in relation to the treaty with 
France, ſince it is morally impoſſible that the regent ſhould ever conſent to 
demoliſh Mardyke in the manner his majeſty propoſes by the project; but if 
he ſhould, in order to gain himſelfe the credit of this alliance with England, 
conſent to it in words, yet it is not to be imagined he will ever dare to render 
himſelf ſo unpopular in France as the effectuall demolition of Mardyke muſt 
unavoidably make him, and while ſo important an article ſhould remain un- 
excuted it 1s thought that his majeſty would be juſtified to all the world in 
keeping the ſame forces on foot and uſing the ſame precautions with reſpe& to 
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Period II. 
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716. 


Townſhend 
Papers. 


Original 
Draft. 


France, as he would, if no treaty had been made. However ſhould the regent 


be brought to give up in words and appearance the point of Mardyk ; con- 
ſidering what effect ſuch a compliance on the part of France would have in 
England, and how neceſlary it will be thought here, even without any treaty, 
for his majeſty to keep the crowns of France and Spain from being united; 
it is their opinion that in ſuch a caſe it might be of very ill conſequence for 
his majeſty to ſhew any ſigns of averſion to a treaty with France upon the 
above mentioned terms, and that ſuch a ſtep muſt end in the ruin of thoſe 
of his majeſty's ſervants, who ſhould fall under the ſuſpicion of having ad- 


viſed it. 


The accounts which Mr. Walpole's laſt letters bring of the behaviour of 


the French ambaſſadour at the Hague, ſhew plainly that the regent is ſhuffling 


with reſpe& to Mardyk, for whereas it was agreed between the abbe du 


Bois and you, that the negociation at the Hague ſhould be ſuſpended till you 


could receive by his hands the regent's politive anſwer with reſpect to Mar- 
VOL, II. PART II. 1 | 4 Adyke, 
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Period IT. dyke, it appears that M. de Chateauneuf has on the contrary received inſtruc- 
1714 to 1720 

— ions to propoſe an expedient for opening the conferences as ſoon as poſſible, 
1716, without the leaſt regard to what paſfed between you and the abbe, which lord 
T. and Mr. Methuen take to be a great proof of the regent's inſincerity, and 

of his not intending to give a plain and ſatisfaftory anſwer upon the article of 
Mardyke ; and fince the penſionary is privy to all that paſſed between the abbe 
and you, they are of opinion that Mr. Walpole ſhould be inſtrutted to avoid 
entering any farther into negociation till you receive the anſwer you have 
been made to expect from the abbe du Bois, which, if it ſhould prove evaſive 


and unſatisfactory will give his majeſty a fair opportunity of breaking off the 
negociation with credit 8 this important point. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


Cabals of Sunderland and Cadogan with the ducheſs of Munſter, who is angry at 
not being created an Engliſh ducheſs, to remove the miniſters. —Tntrigues of 
Bernſdorf and Robethon.—Sunderland makes profeſſions of reconciliation and 
friendſhip. —Walpole laments the uncertainty of their fituation.—Neceſſary 
to know whether the king will return time enough to ſummon the parliament. 
— The prince anxious to hold it.—Seems deſirous to ſecure an intereſt inde- 
pendant of the king. Diſſiculty of managing both the king and prince. — 
Duke of Arg yle's frequent viſits to Hampton Court, —Direfs in what manner 
he is to receive count Quirini.— This ſecret correſpondence only known to 
Townſhend and Mr. Methuen, whom he highly applauds. 


DEAR SIR, July 30—Auguſt IO, 1716, 


Stanhope ALT H O' you were very ſenſible how affairs ſtood among us here at your 

* departure, and were acquainted with the heats and diviſions betwixt the 
king's ſervants, yett we having pick'd up ſome particular accounts which may 
a little contribute to your better informations, I thought it not improper to 
write to you a little at large, that you may know in what ſituation we appre- 

hend our matters ſtand at preſent. 
We conceive then there is reaſon to believe that the deſigns of lord Sunder- 

land, Cadogan, &c. were carried further, and better ſupported than we did 
imagine whilſt you were here, and that all the foreigners were engaged on their 
ſide of the queſtion ; and in cheif that the dutcheſſe of Munſter enter'd into 
the diſpute with a more than ordinary zeal and reſentment againſt us, inſo- 
much that by an account we have of a converſation with the king at the 


dutchefle 
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dutcheſſe of Munſter's, they flatter themſelves that nothing but the vant of 
time and the hurry the king was in upon his going away, prevented a thorough 
change of the miniſtry, which they ſtill propoſed to carry on upon the whig 
foot, excluſive of us, and by the account we have, there was no difhculty at 
all in removing me; you, it was thought might be taken care of in the army, 
but they were at a loſſe about my lord Townſhend. That this was diſcours'd of 
there ſeems to be no room for doubt, how far the king gave into it is not ſuf- 
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Period II. 
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1716. 


ficiently explain'd, or whether he was more than paſſive in hearing the conver- 


ſation; but it ſeems to me ſo contraditory to the accounts I allways had of 
the king's behaviour to lord Townſhend and you upon this ſubject, that I am 
at a loſſe how to queſtion what is poſitively affirmed, or to believe what is ſo 
very extraordinary and irreconcilable with all other parts of the king's con- 
duct, but now you are inform'd of this, I think you will be able to learn or 
gueſſe what foot we ſtand upon. That the dutcheſſe of Munſter was very 
angry at her not being an Engliſh dutcheſſe is moſt certain, and that ſhe im- 
putes the whole to my lord Townſhend, and has expreſs'd a particular reſent- 
ment againſt him; I fear old Bernſdorf has given into theſe matters more 
than we are willing to believe, but yett I cannot be perſuaded that he had any 
thoughts of entering into their thorough ſcheme, which to me muſt appear im- 
poſſible, when I recolle@ the diſcourſe I bad myſelf with him upon theſe to- 


picks : Robethon's impertinence 1s ſo notorious, that we muſt depend upon 


it he does all the miſchief he poſſible can; but if the heads can be ſett right, 
ſuch little creatures muſt come in in courſe, or may be deſpis'd. 

Lord Sunderland talks of leaving England in a fortnight, and to be ſure 
will not be long from you; he ſeems very preſſing to have inſtructions from 
us how to behave at Hanover. His profeſſions for an entire reconciliation 
and a perfect union are as ſtrong as words can expreſſe; and you may be ſure 
are reciprocall; and when I conſider that common intereſt ſhould procure ſin- 


cerity among us, I am aſtoniſh*d to think there is reaſon to fear the contrary. 


What to my conception is firſt and cheifly neceſſary is the king's return, if 
practicable, which muſt determine theſe doubts one way or other, for nobody 
can anſwer for the ſucceſſe of any thing, as long as nobody durſt undertake, or 
knows, he ſhall be ſupported in what is found neceſſary for carrying on the 
king's buſineſſe. I find lord Sunderland and they perſuade themſelves the 
king will come back before the parliament ſitts; the prince talks of nothing 
but holding the parliament. It were very materiall to us to know which will 
be the caſe, becauſe I think a different management will be neceſſary accord- 
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Period IT. ing to this event, and ſuch meaſures muſt be kept with the prince, if he is to 
— hold the parliament, as may perhaps be miſrepreſented with you, and may be 


1716. 


declin'd if the king comes over himſelf. 


And now I have mentioned the prince, 'tis fitt you ſhould know how it 
ſtands with him, which is in appearance much better than it was, and inſtead 
of pretty extraordinary treatment, we meet civill receptions. He ſeems very 
intent upon holding the parliament, very inquiſitive about the revenue, calls 
daily for papers, which may tend to very particular informations; and I am: 
not ſure, they are not more for other people's peruſal] than his own. By ſome 
things that daily drop from him, he ſeems to be preparing to keep up an in- 
tereſt of his in parliament independent of the king's ; but if that part is to be 
acted, I hope *tis not impoſſible to bring him into other and better meaſures, 
but for this I do not pretend to anſwer. As for our behaviour to his high- 
neſſe we take care not to be wanting in duty and reſpe&, not to give any 
offence or handle to ſuch as are ready to take any opportunity to render buſi- 
neſſe impraQticable, and we hope we demean ourſelves ſo, that neither they 
who would miſrepreſent us to the king for making our court too rauch to the 


prince, nor they who would hurt us with the prince for doing it too little, can 


have any fair advantage over us, but this is a game not to be manag'd without 
difficulty. Lord Townſhend goes to-morrow to live at Hampton Court, I 
ſhall go twice a week, and on thoſe publick days we both ſhall keep tables. 
This is a burthen not to be avoided, and what is expected from us, ſince 'twas 
determined that neither king nor prince would keep a green cloth table, and: 
the white ſtaffs are generally gone to their reſpe&ive homes except lord 
Steward. The duke of Argyle comes conftantly to court, appears in publick 
and has his private audzences, and not without influence. 

Count Quirini has lately had ſome conferences with lord Townſhend and 
ſelf, he has made great tenders of his good offices at Hanover, and given the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances of his friendſhip ; we have engaged him and obliged him 
enough to meritt his ſervice if he render any: he will apply to you as a 
friend and confident, and you muſt receive him as ſuch, but take care not to 
truſt him, nor make any other uſe of him, than to learn what you can from 
him. | 

This correſpondence is a fecrett to all the world except lord Townſhend 
and Mr. Mettwyn. He is acquainted with every ſtep we take, and has in- 
deed entered into buſineſſe with us with ſo much friendſhip and honour, 
that we are in the ſame confidence and intimacy with him, as we were with 


you: 
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you: what comes from Mr. Poyntz you are in all reſpeQs to treat as from Period II. 
ourſelves, and 'tis deſired your private letter may for the future be directed to — 
him; this ſaves the trouble of denying and chicaning about the correſpondence 1716. 
both to and from you; and I promiſe you *tis neceſſary to ſay every poſt 

fomething that ſhall look like truth upon the ſubject of the private correſ- 
pondence. I am ever dear Don, &c. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


Tories are well received by the prince, Reports cireulated that the prince hates 

5 the miniſters in England, and that they are diſpleaſing to the king. Veceſ- 
33 | ſary to aſcertain the truth or falſity of theſe accounts. The duke of Argyle 
| endeavours to gain over ſome of the diſcontented whigs. 
ES | Auguſt 7—18, 1716, 
5 Va letter I wrote to you ſome time ſince, I gave you the beſt account I Harrington 
B54 then could of the ſtate of our affairs. What I have now to add from the —.—. 
occurences that have ſince happened is to tell you, that not only the duke of #rivate. 
Argyle and lord Ilay, &c. but duke of Shrewſbury, Dick Hill, lord Rocheſter, | 
and their wives and other tories are conſtant attendants at Hampton Court. 
They generally chooſe to come on the private days ; but their reception gives 
great offence to all well wiſhers, and I aſſure you, does not a little animate the 
tories, who generally, I mean ſuch as are near the town, reſort to court, and 
meet all poſſible encouragement to go on ſo. I cannot but ſay, the prince is 
civill to us, but that is all that I can fay, which is now ſo well known and 
underſtood, that the tories take great pains to publiſh it; that the prince 
hates us, and at the ſame time that we are almoſt loſt with the king, having all 
the foreigners determined againſt us. This is the ſituation which the world 
looks upon us to be in, which, if be true, as far as relates to your fide of the 
water, it is very deſireable that we ſhould know it, to take our meaſures 
accordingly; and if is not true, I am ſure it is abſolutely neceſſary that ſome 
method ſhould be found out to make the contrary known, for no man can 
ſerve in this nation, whoſe creditt with the prince is ſuppoſed to be loſt or de- 

clining. | 

We have very good accounts that the duke of Argyle and his creatures are 
endeavouring to engage particular perſons againſt next ſeffions. I think it 
cannot be doubted from the reception the tories meet at court that there 1s an 
underſtanding betwixt him and them, tho” the perſons he particularly applies 
to are whigs that he apprehends are diſguſted, 
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ag Bill paſſes the Houſe of Lords. 
Whitehall, April 10, 1716. 
THE Septennial Bill was this 5 be into the Houſe of Lords by the 
duke of Devonſhire, ſeconded by lord Rockingham, and there appeared but 
little ſpirit or power to oppoſe it. When this is paſſed, we may perhaps be 
able to ſpeak in a more peremptory manner to France, than we have done 


yet. 
MR. MOYLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


On the propoſed repeal of the Triennial Act. 
London, April 20, 1716. 

INCE your blocker” s happy recovery from his late violent illneſs, the 
whole diſcourſe of the town and even the country too, turns upon the 
repealing the Triennial and enatting a Septennial Bill in its ſtead. No motion 
was at firſt treated with more coldneſs, the politicians of the Grecian and the 

neighbouring coffee-houſes, fired with uncommon warmth, bellow'd aloud 
againſt it, but time and good arguments make them eſpouſe the quite contrary 
Opinion; you may depend on it, this bill in ſpite of all the drunken mercenary 
borough's letters, petitions, and remonſtrances will be carried through the 


| Houſe of Commons by a conſiderable majority. Lechmere who always 


damns every thing that does not originally come from himſelf, will battle it 
againſt the court to the laſt; next Tueſday the grand debate will be, at which 
time I deſign to be preſent, to enable me the better to give you an account 
of it. 


MR. MOYLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. : 
Debates on the * Bill. — Arguments on both ſides. 


London, April 26, 1716. 
N my laſt I could only give you an account that the Septennial Bill was 
committed by a great majority; now I can acquaint you that yeſterday it 
paſt the Houſe of Commons by a majority of above two to one. The cheif 
arguments uſed on the whigg ſide, were the preſent ſituation of our affairs, an 
enemy at home in open rebellion not yet quite ſubdued, and a faction at home 


The three following letters are by miſtake placed out of the regular order of date. 


that 
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that encouraged riots and tumults, and would undoubtedly lay hold of the 
opportunity that a new election offer'd them to ſtir up the people to not only 
riots, but even a freſh rebellion, that the Triennial Act never anſwer'd the 


ends at firſt propos'd by it; that it ſerv'd for no other end, but to keep alive 


our animoſities, which by the ſhort intervals between elections had not time to 
cool; and that it debauch'd the common people's morals and principles, and 
made them capable of the worſt impreſſions, and ruin'd the gentry, who by the 
frequent returns of elections were put to great expences, and become ſlaves to 
the populace; that it hinder'd the due adminiſtration of juſtice, becauſe the 
magiſtrates durſt not puniſh many and great. crimes, if committed by a voter 
or for fear of diſobliging one, and that at the preſent junQure when our 
foreign enemies only wanted a fit opportunity to invade us anew, and put the 
pretender again upon us, we ought to be upon our guard, and afford him no 
occaſion. 5 

The tories in their turn harrangued on the topicks of liberty, and ſaid that 
frequent elections were the ſafety of the kingdom, by placing proper checks 
on the crovn, miniſter, and even the Houſe of Commons itſelf; that to re- 
peal this bill, was in effect to own the king could not truſt his people; beſides 
they argued it was unjuſt to continue themſelves for any longer time than the 
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1716. 


people choſe them for, they muſt then be eſteemed not the peoples but their 


own repreſentatives, and what laws ſhould be made by them after the time 
expired for which they were elected, muſt be null and void; this doughty 
argument was inſiſted on by almoſt every one, but particularly by fir Thomas 
Hanmer and Lechmere, but this was both laughed at and refuted. For ſhould 


that argument hold, then we were a people that had not a ſupreme power, 


and ſo could neither make or repeal any laws at all, beſides it took from 
us the natural laws of ſelf defence and preſervation in times of extream 
danger: for the ſame power that made that law muſt ſurely have an equal 
power of repealing it. This is the ſum of both arguments, but in the debates 
on this ſubjea, a good deal of warmth was ſhewn by the tories, and Snell ſo 


affronted the whole Scotch nation, in ſaying that no wonder thoſe gentlemen 


were for giving up our liberties, who had given up thoſe of their own nation, 
that he was forc'd to explain himſelf and aſk pardon. Lord Finch abus'd both 
parliament and miniſters, that this bill was calculated to ſerve the avarice of 
a few perſons ; and he term'd the Houſe of Commons a lick ſpittle parliament 
for coming into it. It muſt be own'd the whiggs when it was firſt propos'd did 
not reliſh it at all, but theſe arguments and the neceſſity of the times converted 

them. 
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Period II. them. And 'it is now evident that they ſhould like what they have done the 


1714t0 1720. 
— 


1716. 


Stanhope 
Papers. 


better, becauſe there is not a jacobite who does not rail aloud againſt it, which 
confeſſes a diſappointment and that we have broke their ſchemes. Thus I have 
given you as full an account of this matter as I could in a letter. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


The prince favours the tories —Wings diſguſted—bitterly complains of his and 
bord Townſhend's uneaſy and uncertain fituation—they are diſliked by the 
prince, and rumours are in circulation that they are obnoxious to the king. 


Hampton Court, Auguſt gthw==2oth, 1716, 
WE came hither laſt night ſince I wrote to you by Mr. Jennings, and here 
ve find the duke of Shrewſbury upon pretence of the dutcheſſes being 
in waiting an inhabitant of the place, which by all accounts, his publick as 
well as private reception and conferences with both prince and princeſſe ſuf- 


ficiently encourage. The duke of Argyle is never abſent from hence one 
day, he is conſtantly in parties of pleaſure with the prince, they have begun 
little private balls, which 'tis ſaid are to be twice or thrice a week. The 


company are his highneſſe, his grace, and ſuch of the family as are his grace's 
humble ſervants, the women, the maids of honour, and ſome of the dreſſers, 
and no ſpettators admitted. You can eaſily conjecture what muſt be the 
conſequences of theſe appearances, they have ſuch an effect already, as draws 
the tories from all parts of the neigbourhood, gives ſuch a diſguſt to the whigs, 
as before Michaelmas I may venture to prophecy, the company here will be 
two to one of the king's enemies. 

We are here chain'd to the oare, and working like ſlaves, and are look'd 
upon as no other; for not only the behaviour and conduct of the prince are a 
weight upon us; but the induſtrious repreſentations that are made of our 
being loſt with the king reduces our creditt to nothing. If we are to be the 
king's ſervants, and to be ſupported in ſerving him as king, our hands muſt 
be ſtrengthened. A known diviſion among ourſelves, which common danger, 
if the king pleaſes, he may remedy, the appearance of a declining intereſt with 


the king, and the unalterable reſentment of the prince, however at preſent diſ- 


guis'd, againſt ſuch as he looks upon attach'd to the ſervice of the king pre- 
ferable to his intereſt, leave us in a ſcituation ſcarce to be weathered through. 


We know of no remedy to theſe evills but the king's return, and if he will 


putt his affairs upon the ſame foot as formerly, there will be no difficulty 
in 
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in ſerving with the ſame ſucceſſe. If he is otherwiſe diſpoſed, and has p,-.1 II. 
thoughts of fixing another ſcheme of miniſtry, not to adviſe him to determine 1714 to 1720. 
one way or other, is to betray him, for in the preſent ſtate of affairs his buſi. 
neſſe will moulder to nothing, and whilſt all the world is in a gaze to ſee which 
way the wind will blow and ſettle, nobody cares to putt to ſea in ſuch a ſtorm 
and hurricane as we are in at preſent, 


A 


1716. 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Corfu in danger of being taken by the Turks. —The Italian powers alarmed, — 
Favourable to the Engliſh intereſts. —The prince of Wales ſupports the 
duke of Argyle.—Behaves with great coldneſs to lord Townſhend, Em- 
barraſſments of the miniſtry on that account. Neceſſity of the king's coming 
over. 
i A ö ä SIR, Hampton Court, Auguſt 10th —2 1ſt. 1716. 
] Am commanded by my lord Townſhend and Mr. Methuen to tranſmitt to Townſhend 
you the encloſed pieces of intercepted correſpondence from Turin and abs al 
other parts, for his majeſty's peruſal, together with their obſervations upon the Original 
contents of them for your own amuſement. Theſe letters all agree in expreſſing Ele. 
the great conſternation the princes of Italy are under from the advantages 
gained by the Turks over the Venetian fleet, and from the danger Corfu is in of 
falling into the hands of the infidels and thereby opening a door for them 
to enter Italy. You will ſee that the proſpect of this danger putts the court 
of Turin upon the thoughts of forming an alliance with the princes of Italy 
for the ſecurity of that country againſt the Turks, and of ſetting France at 
the head of this league. Should the Turks ſucceed before Corfu and make 
an attempt thence upon Italy it is not be doubted but the princes of that 
country how much ſoever they may agree in the neceſſity of aſking aſſiſtance 
will be extremely puzzled and divided of whom to aſk it, having almoſt as 
much to fear from their protectors as from their enemies, and being as jealous 
of the power that muſt interpoſe in their defence as thoſe powers will neceſ- 
farily be of one another. So that whether the regent or the emperor, or 
both, undertake the defence of this kingdom, that incident, however unfor- 
tunate we muſt eſteem it as Chriſtians, will make his majeſty's friendſhip more 
courted both at Paris and Vienna than any thing elſe could poſſibly have done 
at this juntture; and ſhould the Turks by carrying the war into Italy oblige 
VOL, II. PART II. K ; that 
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that country to invite one or other of the powers above-mentioned to their 
ſupport ; my lord Townſhend and Mr. Methuen are of opinion the immediate 
conſequence would be that the regent in order to ſecure all behind him and 
to be at full liberty to pour his forces into Italy, would be for concluding 
the alliance with his majeſty out of hand upon terms more advantageous for 
England than he would otherwiſe ever have been brought to; while the em- 
peror on the other hand would pique himſelf to ſhew the ſame regard to his 
majeſty, and might be prevailed on by the neceſſity of the conjuncture not 
only to redreſs all grievances complained of by his majeſty's Britiſh ſubjeQs but 
even to confirm the king's new acquiſitions in the empire and give at leaſt his 


- countenance and authority towards ending and ſettling the affairs in the north 


to his majeſty's ſatisfattion. So that they are of opinion it will be for his 
majeſty's ſervice ſtill to decline the loan, and to avoid taking new engage- 
ments either with the regent or with the emperor, till the ſcene opens a little 
farther and ſhews whether the Turk will be able to carry the war into Italy; 
in which caſe they do not doubt but his majeſty will have the arbitration and 
ballance of Europe in his own hands. 

This advantageous fituation abroad, they are in hopes may go a great way 
towards retrieving his majeſty's affairs at home from the ſtate into which his 
abſence has thrown them, of which you will receive ſo full an account this 
poſt from Mr. Walpole, that they think unneceſſary to trouble you with all 
the particulars. They only think proper to obferve to you that the duke of 
Argyle poſſeſſes the prince's ear and confidence entirely, and has introduced 
the duke of Shrewſbury and Mr. Hill, into his royal highneſſe's favour and in- 
timacy, who are the perſons pitched upon by the torys to manage the intereſt for 


them, and who give their party all the hopes and encouragement imaginable. In 


the mean time the perſons who have the honour to be entruſted by his majeſty 
are treated with great coldneſs and reſerve. My lord Towſhend has been at 
the trouble of removing hither with his whole family, and is at the expence of 
keeping a table twice a week; and he together with Mr. Methuen pays the 
moſt conſtant, not to ſay ſlaviſh attendance, upon the prince, in return for all 


which they can but barely procure marks of outward civility from his royal 


highneſs. This vifible diſtinction in favour of the duke of Argyle and his 
friends has already cauſed ſuch jealouſy and uneaſineſs among the whigs, that 
it is apprehended before Michaelmaſs the court may be fuller of torys than 
of the others, and ſuch diviſions are already formed amongſt them that it is 
impoſlible to exert any vigour in the adminiſtration, much leſs to think of 


carrying 
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carrying on the king's buſineſs in parliament while things continue upon the Period IT. 
1714t01720. 
— mma 


preſent foot. The only remedy they can foreſee is that his majeſty ſhould re- 
ſolve to come over and hold the next ſeſſion in perſon, and that his reſolution 
ſo to do ſhould be immediately intimated and declared, which, together with 
his majeſty's ſhewing marks of his favour to ſome whoſe faithfull ſervices have 
hitherto been unrewarded, they are of opinion may ſtill give a check to the 
growing hopes of the duke of Argyle's cabal. They make no doubt but this 
advice will fall under the common imputation of being calculated with a view 
to force the king home for their own private ends and purpoſes; but things 
are come to ſuch a paſs that they think themſelves obliged to overlook the 
cenſures their fidelity may incurr, and they could not anſwer it to their own 
conſciences, if they omitted making this repreſentation. However, if you 
think it will have a contrary effect to what they propoſe, and that without 
doing any good it will only give offence to his majeſty they leave it to you 
to do with it as you think fitt. 


P. S. Since writing what goes before the news of the victory over the 
Turks is arrived, which has been received with the greateſt ſatisfaction here. 
Lord Townſhend and Mr. Methuen are of opinion that if a right uſe is made 
of this victory the emperor may be enabled to carry on his views with 
reſpect to Italy, in ſuch a manner as both he and the king may find their 
account in it. 


This diſpatch from ſecretary Stanhope 1s a very intereſting and important 
paper. It contains an abſtratt of the negotiation carried on with the abbot 
du Bois at Hanover, which ended in the concluſion of the-alliance between 
England and France. The addreſs and firmneſs with which Stanhope con- 
ducted himſelf on this occaſion, gained him the approbation and confidence 
of the king, and enabled him, in conjunction with Sunderland, to remove 
Townſhend and Walpole from the adminiſtration, who had been the origi- 
nal promoters of this very treaty. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO SECRETARY METHUEN. 


| Negotiation between ſecretary Stanhope and du Bois at Hanover, concern- 


ing the alliance with France. — Firmneſs of the king in inſiſting upon 
K 2 | the 
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the demolition of Mardyke, and the removal of the pretender beyond the 
Alps.—After much diſſiculty and many objections du Bois conſents to the 
terms propoſed by ſecretary Stanhope. 


SIR, Hanover, Auguſt 24, 1716. 


THE abbe du Bois has been here five days, and delivered to me the incloſed 

paper marked A, as the regent's laſt reſolution touching Mardyke. You 
will ſee by it that very little more is propoſed than to alter the ſluices, but the 
ſame depth of water is propoſed to be preſerved, and even, as I underſtand 
him in diſcourſe, the great ſtuice is propoſed only to be dammed up, and not 
deſtroyed as in our project, ſo that by removing the earth or brick work with 


which they ſhall have ſo dammed it up, it may in a very few days, if I miſtake 


not, be reſtored to its preſent ſtate, for which reaſon in the French it is ſay'd 
the great paſſage ſhall be deſtroyed, and not the grand radier, &c. as in ours, 
After having read this paper and ſeveral others, containing reaſonings upon 
this matter, I told him I was very ſorry no greater progreſs was made in this ne- 
gociation which I faw muſt come to nothing. He would fain have brought me 
to reaſon with him in detail upon this buſineſs, about which he had brought a 
great bundle of draughts, and other writings, but I cut him ſhort, and told him 


*twas to no purpoſe, that I was the more concern'd at this, becauſe his majeſty 


upon the report which I had made of our former conferences, and of the 
earneſt defire which the regent expreſſed by him for his majeſty's friendſhip, 
and which I repreſented as very ſincere, had in good meaſure overcome the 
reluctancy he had to become guaranty to the ſucceſſion of France, in which 
his royal highneſs was fo much concerned. In ſhort, I told him this was a 
matter upon which his majeſty was fo far from being able to yield any thing, 
that I was ſure his majeſty would not ſo much as give me leave here to 
talk about it; that the demand made by his majeſty was the reſult of ſeveral 
conferences in the privy council in preſence of his majeſty after mature 
deliberation, and a full examination of engineers, ſea officers, &c. He then 


propoſed that Monſieur D* Iberville ſhould immediately go to England and 


take ſome engineer with him, with draughts and papers, by which he does not 
doubt to convince the council in England, that what is offered by the regent 
is ſufficient to anſwer the ends propoſed by England. Having reported this 
conference to his majeſty, I had his commands to tell him, that if they ſent 
any body to England, they ſhould be heard; but at the ſame time gave him 
no manner of hopes that any thing in our demands would be receded from. 

| Having 
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Having thus ſettled this matter, he preſſed me to diſcourſe upon the other Period II. 

two points, that of the removal of the pretender, and that of the ſucceſſion rd TY 

to the crown of France, I told him that whatever I could ſay to him upon 1716. 

either of thoſe heads was to be underſtood as ſaid conditionally, that the article 

about Mardyke be agreed to his majeſty's ſatisfaction. | 
As to the ſucceſſion to the crown of France, I offered to draw up an |; 


i 4 article with him expreſſing bis majeſty's guaranty of the ſame to the duke of = 
#1 Orleans in as ſtrong terms as he could ſuggeſt, but when he came cloſe to the | 4 
point, I found that notwithſtanding the guaranty of this ſucceſſion be the ? 


only true and real motive which induces the regent to ſeek his majeſty's 
friendſhip, yet the abbe was inſtrutted rather to have it brought in, as an 
acceſſory to the treaty, than to have an article ſo framed as ſhould make it 
evident that was his only drift, and intent. He inſiſted therefore very ſtrongly 
for three days that his majeſty ſhould in this treaty guaranty the treaty of 
Utrecht, the 6th article of which treaty contains every thing, which relates 
to the ſucceſſion of the crown of France. I told him that I underſtood the 
intention of France, Great Brittain, and Holland in this negociation to be no 
other than to ſettle a laſting peace between themſelves reſpeQively ; that he 
well knew the treaty of Utrecht having been made after a long war, in which 
all Europe was engaged, it was neceſſary by that treaty to ſettle the intereſts 
of many ſtates very foreign to the buſineſs now in hand; that whatever ſtate 
or prince ſhould require a guaranty of any intereſt or advantage accrueing 
to him by the treaty of Utrecht, was at liberty to apply directly either to the 
king, the French king, or the States, who would upon ſuch requiſition enter 
into ſuch conventions, or engagements as they ſhall think-proper thereupon ; 
but that I took it to be our buſineſs at preſent only to ſettle what immediately 
concerned either of the party's treating. He ſtill preſſing me upon this point, 
I received the king's commands to tell him plainly this would never be com- 
E ply'd with; that this being to be a triple alliance, the conſequence of in- 
' ” ſerting a general article to guaranty the treaty of Utrecht would be to oblige 
5 England to become guaranty for whatever conditions were ſtipulated at Utrecht 
between France and Holland, and ſo vice verſa; that it was well known the 
Dutch had never owned the Duke of Savoy for King of Sicily; and had 
refuſed becoming any way party's to all the tranſattions relating to that 
prince, and the treaty of Utrecht; that to inſert ſuch a clauſe would be 
forcing the Dutch, at the time we affect to ſeek their friendſhip, to a meaſure 
which they would not ſwallow at the time of their greateſt difficulty's ; and 


which 
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Period IT. which muſt inevitably be very much reſented by the emperor, with whom his 


1714 t01720, 
— 


1716. 


majeſty ſo lately had concluded an alliance, and with whom he was reſolved 
to live well. The abbe finding me thus peremptory talked ol going away 
immediately, which threat I bore very patiently; but thinking better of it he 
brought himſelf to be ſatisfied, if an article ſhould be inſerted to guaranty the 
Ath, 5th, and 6th articles of the treaty of Utrecht between France and 
England, and the giſt between France and Holland; the two former of 


which relate only to the ſucceſſion of England, and the two latter contain 


every thing which concerns that of France and the renunciations ; upon 
which it is founded. This propoſal was lyable to fewer objections; but I 
having lately ſeen letters from Vienna, touching their apprehenſions of our 
alliance with France, laying a great ſtreſs upon the hardſhip which they con- 
ceive was done the Houſe of Auſtria by entailing the ſucceſſion to the crown 


of Spain upon the houſe of Savoy in default of the branch of Anjou; and 


the ſame letters expreſſing that they could not take it ill, if the king by a 
treaty with the regent ſhould ſecure the reſpective ſucceſſions to the crowns 
of France and England; I thought it was worth conſidering whether in truth 
an article might not be framed, effeQually ſecuring the intereſt of the king 
and the regent, without giving offence unneceſſarily to the houſe of Auſtria. 
I, therefore, prepared the article contain'd in the incloſed paper, marked B. 
to be ſubſtituted in the room of the fifth article of our project, whereby the 
three powers are to guaranty all and every the articles of the treaty of Utrecht, 
ſo far forth as they concern the intereſts of each of the three powers, and the 
ſucceſſions to the two crowns of Great Brittain and France, and having lay'd 
it before the king his majeſty was pleaſed to approve it, and commanded me 
io uſe my beſt endeavours to bring the abbe to conſent to it, which it has coſt 
me three days wrangling to do. 

As to the buſineſs of the pretender you will ſee by the incloſed paper, 
marked C. that France offers three expedients, and his majeſty is willing to 
promiſe that he will accept of one of them, which probably will be the third, 
when the article of Mardyke ſhall have been ſettled to his ſatisfaction; all the 
reſt of our project ſtands agreed to with only one ſmall addition inſerted in 
the body of the 7th article, and ſome lines at the end of it, the firſt of which 
additions is relative-to what is mentioned in the fifth article as it ſtands 
alter'd concerning the two ſucceſſions; the addition at the end, which puts 
the ſeveral party's under the obligation of declaring war in favour of the in- 


jur'd ally if it be neceſſary, is no more than what is done in the fourteenth 


article 
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article of the treaty with Holland for the defence of the ſucceſſion, and 97 ——7 noel 
7 * 


barrier. By agreeing to the preamble, as it ſtands with the title of eleQor of 
Brunſwick, I do not know whether the abbe be aware that his maſter 
becomes guaranty for the king's new acquiſitions in Germany, for which 
reaſon, and leſt his court ſhould not approve even the fifth article; I have 
defired that he ſhould both ſign the project as it now ſtands, reſerving as you 
will ſee in the paper itſelf, the article of Dunkirk to be determin'd in 
England. By this means all future cavills will be prevented during the 
courſe of this negociation ; and ſince the expedient which his majeſty will ac- 
cept in relation to the pretender will be that his miniſter ſhall ſign an aQ, 
promiſing in his majeſty's name to ſign the treaty immediately after the pre- 
tender ſhall have paſſed the Alps; *tis neceſſary the treaty to be ſo ſigned 
ſhould be previouſly fixed, and ſettled ; the king has therefore commanded 
me to fign what has been agreed between the abbe and me, in the manner 


you will ſee. I take it for granted that as ſoon as the abbe's courier reaches 


Paris, Monſieur d'Iberville will be diſpatch'd to you; but if the ſucceſs of 
this treaty is to depend upon his convincing you, that what the regent offers 
as to Mardyke is ſufficient, I doubt it wont be concluded in haſte. 

The abbe had propoſed an article drawn in French to guaranty the Dutch 
Barrier, upon which I had the king's commands to tell him, that his majeſty 
would upon all occaſions be moſt ready to contribute every thing in his 
power for the ſecurity of the States; but that he took it for granted that 
they would propoſe for themſelves what they judged to be for their ſervice. 
Upon this occaſion I muſt tell you that one of the worſt conſequences which 
his majeſty apprehends from this treaty is, that if the French become by it 
guarantees for the Dutch Barrier, it will furniſh them with a pretence, and 
indeed a kind of right of becoming arbitrators, and umpires of the many 
differences which will naturally ariſe between the Dutch and the Flemings, 
which there is too much reaſon to fear may be blown up to ſuch a degree in 
time, as to make a breach between the emperor, and the Dutch, whom they 
will have an oppertunity to play one againſt the other. Whether, or in what 
manner this can be prevented is pretty hard to ſay. I ſend this diſpatch 


under a flying feal to Mr. Walpole, who I believe may communicate the 


contents of it in confidence to the penſionary, Monſieur Fagel, and Slinger- 
land; and my lord Townſhend will I am perſuaded ſend him his royal 
highneſſes directions how he is to govern himſelf in this reſpect. Till the bu- 
lineſs of Mardyke is ſettled, I take it for granted Monſieur Chateauneuf will 


not 
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not demand any conferences with him ; and if he ſhould, Mr. Walpole has a 
very good reaſon to decline them, ſince the negociation for the preſent is re- 
moved from thence. The abbe du Bois whom I did not know to be a 
councelour of ſtate of France till now, has full powers in form, and did pro- 
pole to have ſigned the treaty here with me; but upon my telling him that 
could not be, for that his majeſty's miniſter at the Hague had the full 
powers, he writes to France for orders to go to the Hague which he will 
probably receive by the return of his courrier; in the mean time he remains 


incognito in my houſe: how long his being here can be kept a ſecret, I will 


not anſwer, but I think the leſs it will be talked of will be the better.“ 


} 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Symptoms of a diviſion among the whigs.—Applauds Stanhope's management of 
the negotiation with du Bois.—Urges the neceſſity of the king's coming over 
to hold the parliament in perſon, —Impolicy in propoſing to make fir Richard 

Child, who was à tory, a peer. 


SIR, | Hampton Court, Friday, Auguſt 17th=2$th, 1716. 


"JN Saturday the 11th inſtant, I received the great honour of your letter 
of the 14th N. S. with one encloſed to my lord Townſhend. I 

am commanded by his lordſhip and Mr. ſecretary Methuen to return you 
their moſt hearty thanks for the communications you are ſo kind as to make, 
particularly for imparting to them the abbe du Bois's letter. They are ſtill 
of opinion, notwithſtanding the ſpecious infinuations of that letter, that the 
regent will never conſent to demoliſh Mardyke in the manner ſpecified by the 
project, and conſequently that the king will never be brought under any 
difficulty with reſpect to the guaranty of the renunciations. My lord Townſ- 
hend is not ſurpriſed, that the king doubted whether he writt his own ſenti- 
ments on the ſubje& of the negociation in his diſpatch of the 17th July. His 
majeſty knowing, that lord Townſhend has long been of opinion, that any 
farther engagements with the regent, particularly with reſpe& to the ſucceſ- 
ſions would only ſerve to ſtrengthen the regent, and to putt it in his power to 


do the king greater miſchief, without adding the leaſt ſecurity to the ſucceſ- 


* The king made choice of the firſt of the three expedients offered by France, that the 
French king obliges himſelf to remove the pretender beyond the Alps, immediately after 
ſigning the treaty and before the exchange of the ratifications. 
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fion of the crown of Great Britain, However what his lordſhip writt you 
then was not only purſuant to the prince's commands, but perfectly agreeable 
to his own ſentiments, he being fully perſuaded that as the ſituation of affairs 
both at home and abroad then ſtood, it would have been of great diſſervice to 
his majeſty for the negociation to have ſplit upon the ſingle point of the 
ſucceſhons. 

His lordſhip and Mr. Methuen think it the great misfortune of this govern- 
ment that our kings cannot always act up to what they judge right; but muſt 
be often obliged to have regard to the humours of their ſubje&s, which will 
always be more or leſs troubleſome according as that party which has the 
majority in parliament is in a good or bad temper. And they are ſorry to 
obſerve, that from the diſpoſition of offices, and the behaviour of lords Sun- 


derland and Cadogan before the king's going over, as well as from the en- 
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couragements ſince given to the torys by the prince's countenancing Mr. 


Hill, Mr. Hutchinſon, the dukes of Shrewſbury and Argyll, the whigs in 
generall are become ſo uneaſy and divided, that ſhould things continue upon 
the preſent foot, the proſpett for the next ſeſſion of parliament would be but 
melancholly, And lord Townſhend and Mr. Methuen are of opinion that in 
this ſituation, if the regent had offered full ſatisfaction with relation to Mar- 
dyk, and the treaty had miſcarried on the point of the renunciations and ſuc- 
ceſſions only, it would have been repreſented even by the whigs, that the king 
had from the very beginning determined not to come to any accommodation 
with France, purely that he never might want a ſtanding pretext for keeping 
the preſent forces on foot, which ſuggeſtion might have gone farther towards 
diſbanding the forces, than any other argument in the mouth of the whigs. 
Neither as the affairs of the courts of Vienna and Madrid then ſtood, would 
the arguments drawn from the apprehenſions of diſobliging thoſe powers have 


had their due weight; tho' what has ſince happened in both thoſe places will 
add great ſtrength to that conſideration. The emperor's entire victory over 


the Turks will make the friendſhip of the court of Vienna more reſpetted and 
eſteem'd, and the handſome manner in which the king of Spain has gratified 
the South Sea Company in all their demands relating to the Aſſiento, joined 
with the proſpect of having our treaty of commerce fully executed by Albe- 


roni's being become chief miniſter, will make the court of Madrid much more 


popular here, and conſequently the better enable the king to perſiſt in any 
reſolution which ſhall have the appearance of being taken in their favour. 
But after all, my lord Townſhend and Mr. Methuen apprehend that the 
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Period II. ſucceſs of any ſtep the king ſhall think fitt to take, with reſpe& either to the 


1714 to 1720. 
— 


1716. 


negociation or to any other affairs relating to England, will depend on his ma- 
jeſty's coming over to hold the parliament, and upon his purſuing with ſted- 
dineſs in the next ſeſſion the ſarge meaſures which have carried him fo ſuc- 
ceſsfully through the two preceding ones; and till his reſolution on this im- 
portant point is known, they are utterly at a loſs what to adviſe. However 
they cannot but think his majeſty has determined right in giving the abbe du 
Bois leave to come on to Hanover, and they think they may be ſo bold as to 
ſay, that if his majeſty will but purſue the proper meaſures here, he need not 
be afraid to give the abbe ſuch an anſwer as he ſhall judge moſt for his ſer- 
vice, ſince they make no doubt but with the aſſiſtance above-mentioned they 
ſhall be able to ſupport it here. They think it cannot be doubted: but that the 
abbe's coming muſt be of great advantage to his majeſty's affairs, both as ſuch 
a ſubmiſſion on the part of the regent will help to make the court of Vienna 
more obſervant and reſpe&tful towards his majeſty, and as the negotiation is 
by this means taken out of the hands of the French faction in Holland, and 
left entirely with the king. And they think that even tho' the king were 
determined never to come into this treaty, yet it would be of great ſervice to 


his affairs to keep this negociation between the abbẽ and you alive for ſome time 


longer; fince the regent will by this means be certainly withheld from ſupport- 
ing the jacobites in the king's abſence, which muſt very much fink the ſpirits 
of that party here; and his majeſty may by the credit of this negociation find it 
more eaſie to influence and lead the court of Vienna into ſuch meaſures (ſince 
their late victory) as may be moſt agreeable to his majeſty's intereſts, as wel} 
as to that of the houſe of Auſtria and of all Europe. 

My lord Townſhend and Mr. Methuen are extremely concerned at what 
you write about the probability of fir Richard Child's immediate promotion 
to the peerage. They apprehend that ſuch a mark of his majeſty's favour to 
that gentleman who is a tory, may have a very ill effect at this junfture, and 
that it will at leaſt revive many pretenfions among the whigs which are in 


every reſpe& better founded, fo that it will be of great differvice to his ma- 


jeſty to do it at preſent: for which reaſon they defire you would uſe your 
utmoſt endeavours at leaſt to gett it deferr'd till after the next ſeſſion, by 
which means his majeſty will have the ſervice of ſir R. Child in the Houſe 


of Commons for one ſeſſion longer; and they make no doubt but the evident 


reaſonableneſs of this delay will reconcile fir R. Child to acquieſce in it, if 
he can have his majeſty's aſſurance of its being done at that time. 
STEPHEN 
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ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


Addreſſes to the prince.—Diſcontents fomented by ſome diſcontented cit 
Again preſſes the neceſſity of the king's coming over. 
SIR, Hampton Court, 21ſt Auguſt—Sept, 1, 1716, 
Y lord Townſhend and Mr. Methuen return youm any thanks for your 
private letter of the 23d Auguſt, and congratulate you on the ſucceſs of 
your negociation with the abbe du Bois, which they think very well anſwers 
the pains you have employed in it; particularly the article relating to the 
guaranty they look upon to be drawn up with ſuch caution and dexterity as 
makes no leſs for your own credit than for the advantage of his majeſty's 
ſervice; ſince in it ſuch care is taken to avoid confirming the treaty of Utrecht 
in general, and to confine the ſtipulations on the ſubject of the ſucceſſions to the 
immediate intereſts of the powers contraQting, that the emperor cannot with 
any foundation of reaſon take exception at this guaranty, As for the abbe's 
ſpecification of what the regent is willing to do towards ruining Mardyke they 
look upon it to be ſo very inſufficient, that inſtead of anſwering his majeſty's 
intentions, it ſeems only to prove the regent's inſincerity and his reſolution 
never to comply with that important demand. However ſince his majeſty 
has been pleaſed to refer that matter hither, they deſire he would do them 
the juſtice to believe, that they will inſiſt on the ſtrongeſt and moſt explicit 
ſtipulations on that head from Mr. Iberville, or any one elſe whom it ſhall be 
their lott to treat with, and if the court of France ſhould refuſe to give ſatis- 
faction in this particular, the treaty will break off upon a point ſo juſtly po- 
pular here, that every honeſt man will condemn the regent and applaud his 
majeſty's conduct through the whole courſe of this negotiation, 

As to domeſtick affairs, they command me to acquaint you, that they are 
well informed the whole body of the torys are promoting addreſſes from all 
parts to the prince, the heads of which they hear are already ſent down, and 
that the general tenour of them will be to compliment the prince upon his 
regency and upon his ſhewing himſelf diſpoſed to be a common father to all 
his people, in ſpight of the artifices and inſinuation of ſuch as delight in war 
or bloodſhed; by which it is intended to reflect on his majeſty's condut, and 
ſtigmatize ſuch of his ſervants as were moſt active in carrying on the late war 
againſt France, and in purſuing the meaſures found neceſſary for ſuppreſſing 
the rebellion, They are aſſured that fir John Packington has undertaken to 
procure ſuch an addreſs from Worceſterſhire, and Mr. Bromley another from 
L2 Warwicke 
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Warwickſhire, and that the ſame are carrying on in moſt of the weſtern 
counties; they likewiſe hear that ſome of the diſcontented whigs are entered 
into this project, encouraged by the duke of Argyll, Mr. Lechmere and Mr. 


Hamden, and tho' they make no doubt but that the main body of the whigs 


will now be upon their guard, and oppoſe a deſign of ſuch pernicious tenden- 
cy, yet they find that ſome well-meaning people have been already drawn in to 
promote congratulatory addreſſes to the prince. My lord Townſhend and Mr. 
Methuen are of opinion that this is the wiſeſt ſtep the jacobites have yet taken, 
ſince it manifeſtly tends to ſet up the ſon againſt the father, and to lay a laſting 
foundation of uneaſineſs and diſtraction among thoſe who are beſt affected to 
theroy all family: however they think themſelves obliged to do his royall high- 
neſs the juſtice to declare, that they neither hear, nor can perceive by any ob- 
ſervations they have yet been able to make, that he has given the ſmalleſt 
encouragement to theſe addreſſes. | 

The only remedy they can foreſee for this and other growing evils is, what 
I had the honour to mention to you in my laſt, that his majeſty ſhould take the 
reſolution of coming over to hold the parliament, and that it ſhould be known 
immediately he has ſuch an intention. They have nothing further to add on 
this head, but to deſire you would manage the intelligence with ſuch caution, 
that no perſon living but the king may know it comes from them. 

My lord Townſhend does moſt earneſtly defire that you would uſe your 
utmoſt endeavours towards getting the dutys on the Britiſh tobaceo imported 


into Bremen reduced to the ancient foot as ſoon as poſſible ; ſince that mat- 


ter begins to make a great noiſe already in London, and will probably give a 
handle to ſuch complaints in parliament as may confound the buſineſs of the 
whole ſeſſion. 

Encloſed are ſome pieces of intercepted correſpondence which I have the 
the honour to tranſmitt to you by my lord Townſhend's command. 


ROBERT 
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ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Mentions the motives and impropriety of the addreſſes to the prince, —Sunder- 
land in taking leave gives ſtrong aſſurances of friendſhip.—The prince eager 
to ſettle the buſineſs for the next ſeſſion, —Artifices employed to delay it.— 
Cabals ſeem to be in agitation—on the duke of Argyle's penſion. —The prince 
diſpoſed to be more complying.—Ts prevailed upon though with difficulty to 
give a proper anſwer to the Gloceſierſhire addreſs, 

DEAR SIR, ; Auguſt 30—8ept. 10, 1716, 
INCE I troubled you laſt, you had an account by another hand of the ap- 
prehenſions we had of addreſſes, that were ſett on foot in ſeverall parts of 
the kingdom, which we heard no more of till yeſterday, that Giles Erle (the 
duke of Argyle's Erle) that fold to'ther day, brought an addreſſe to Mr. 

Methwyn from Glouceſterſhire. The addreſſe is to the prince and contains 

nothing in it that is very liable to objection; but Mr. Erle having no con- 

cern in that country, Mr. Methwyn told him, if any gentleman that was 
thought proper to deliver it, ſhould deſire it of him, he would not refuſe to 
introduce him, which was all he could do. Mr. Erle then left the addreſſe with 
him, but upon ſecond thoughts came for it again in the afternoon, and faid 
he would deliver it himſelf. It is obſervable tho? there is nothing very ma- 


teriall in this addreſſe, it comes from the county where an addreſſe of another 


ſpiritt was refus'd; and it ſeems, ſince they could not have ſuch a one as they 
wiſh'd, they would rather have ſuch a one as the whigs would ſign, and could 


not be objetted to, than have none at all, and this is certainly meant as a 


forerunner to others that are ready prepar'd, and will be of that ſtile which you 
were before acquainted with. We have reaſon to believe there are ſome more 
in other countries ready to be ſent up, which may be in themſelves not very 
ſignificant, but only to introduce the humour of addreſſing, which when begun, 
if it meets with encouragement, you may depend upon it, will be followed in 
ſuch a manner, as to complement the prince at the expence of the king and 
his ſervants, for this was moſt certainly the firſt deſign, and can be of no 
other uſe. The tories are waiting for the event, and flatter themſelves with 
no ſmall advantage from it. Lord Sunderland has left us, and will be ſoon 
with you; we parted with all the profeſſions and aſſurances of mutual friend- 
ſhip and union, that was poſſible. He ſeem'd indeed ſenſible of the ill con- 
ſequences of the meaſures he had been engag'd in, and ſeem'd reſolved to re- 

turn 
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Period IT. turn again to his ſenſes, and do his beſt endeavours to ſett things right again, 
gs when he had ſett them wrong. 


1716. The prince appears to us eaſy and in good humour, but is very preſſing 
to have the ſcheme of the next ſeſſion fix*d and agreed upon and laid before 
him: you may be ſure we uſeall the methods and artifices we can for delay and 

to gain time, in hopes to hear from you that his highneſſe may probably be 
eas'd of this trouble. There is begun a round of dinners, the firſt was at lord 
Uxbridge's houſe in Middleſex, the ſecond at lord Orrery's in that neigh- 
bourhood: we are told it is to go on, the company, theſe two lords, duke of 
Shrewſbury, duke of Argyle, lord Carlton, lord Rocheſter, Dick Hill, lord 
Windſor. They have all country houſes at about fifteen miles diſtance, and 
are frequent attenders at court, and ſeem to think they have fuch a proſpet as 
requires and may encourage caballing. I ſhould have acquainted you before, 
that it being neceſſary in point of form to paſſe a patent to revoke the duke 
of Argyle's patent for his penſion of . 2,000. per annum, I did preſent to the 
prince a warrant for this purpoſe, which his highneſſe did refuſe to fign ; that 
the penſion in law ſtands ſtill good, but no money will be paid upon it with- 
out our direction, which you may be ſure will not be had; that I dont know 
whether you will think proper to mention this to the king, ſince it can have 
no conſequences before his return, but if his majeſty is acquainted with it, 
which probably ſhould not be omitted, we are of opinion, it will be adviſeable 
not to ſend any orders about it, for fear of diſturbing the prince, who now 
ſeems diſpoſed to be eaſy. e : 

Since I wrote the firſt part of this, the Glouceſterſhire addreſſe has been 
deliver'd, which his highneſſe was prevailed upon to receive in the beſt manner 
that could be wiſh'd. He told Mr. Erle that preſented it, he was obliged to 
the gentlemen for their zeal and attention, but deſired he would lett them 
know, that it was more agreeable to him to have all things of this nature ad- 
dreſſed to the king. It coſt ſome pains to bring his highneſſe to this temper, 
and will be a great diſappointment to the managers of this affair. It is worth 
notice that Mr. Lechmere was the penman of this addreſſe. Lord Tovnſ- 
hend gives you an account of this in his publick diſpatch, and begs you will 

give ſuch a turn to it in your anſwer, as may pleaſe and encourage the prince 
in this inſtance of his duty and regard to the king. The prince talks of going 
in ten days to Portſmouth. The route is to lord Dorſett's in Kent, from thence 
to the ſpeaker's in Suſſex, and returns back by lord Scarborough's. 


STEPHEN 


— 


— : __ — - = — - — 
1 . — — 5 — * a — — — ay” —— 2 —— — — — — = — wo 
- _ — _ — 5 — = = a — — — — p ” — - 
— — —é - —— 5 — = = — — — - 
8 — - — —.— — —— — — — 
— — — - _ 5 - — — — ns * 2 —— — — — — = 
— — — — — —— — — — > IF —— —— mr mg de rt — — — — — om — ” — — ä - ů 22 = = — —— — — S 
eee . ——— —— —— — rr ä eg oe —— — — — - — = — . HT II 
I nm rnd hs hn Pa es — — — — — * _ 
EYES. oa — —— = - 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


Cives the ſtrongeſt aſſurances that the king is ſatisfied with his miniſters in 
England, and mentions the difficulty he had in perſuading the king to — 
lord Sunderland to come to Hanover. 


SIR, Hanover, Sept, the 8th. 1716. 


J Have received your letters of the 16th and 2 iſt of Auguſt, both which I 

read to the king who I may venture to fay is very well pleafed with the 
foot upon which the negociation with France ſtands at preſent, I believe it 
will pleaſe him beſt if the regent ſhoutd not comply with our article about 
Mardyke, but you may depend upon it that his majeſty will be very eaſie, 
if by ſuch a complyance France ſhould finiſh the treaty. By reading theſe 
two letters to the king you will perceive that I have broke thro” the reſolu- 
tion I had taken of avoyding for ſome time to ſpeak directly to the king 
about returning to England: his majeſty hath not authorized me to ſay any 
thing upon this head, the mentioning of which doth plainly give uneaſineſs, 
but 1 doe verily believe he will come; I am confident he is very well pleaſed 
with the hands his buſineſs is in. And you may be perfectly eaſed of any 
apprehenſions from one quarter, fince *twas with difficulty that I prevailed 
this morning for leave, that lord Sunderland ſhould come hither after drink- 
ing the waters of Aix. He had writt to me for leave, and you will eaſily 
imagine if it had not been granted, where the fault would have been laid, fo I 
did really preſs it and obtained it with difficulty. I am in my own mind per- 
ſuaded, that it had been better not to have mentioned yett to the king the neceſ- 
ſity of his returning to hold the ſeſſion of parliament, but when fuch a ſtreſs, 
and ſo juſtly is laid upon it, I could not anſwer to myſelf the. not mentioning 
it. I have in the main come off better than I expected; and I doe myſelf 
verily believe *twill doe. I am very fincerely yours. 

I have received the king's orders to tell the dutcheſs, that fir Richard Child 
ſhall certainly be a peer at the end of next ſeſſion of parliament, provided he 
doe not preſs to be made till then. 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


9 STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 
| 80 Repreſents the inſidious conduct of France in regard to Mardyke.—And again 
| preſſes in the ſirongeſt manner the neceſſity of the king's preſence. 
[ SIR, Hampton Court, 8th—19ꝗth Sept, 1716. 
Townſhend Am commanded by my lord Townſhend and Mr. ſecretary Methuen to re- 
apers. 


turn you many thanks for the honour of your private letters of the 2gth 


Original Auguſt and 8th September. You will ſee by the papers encloſed in Mr. Me- 


thuen's diſpatch, that the event of the negociation with M. d'Iberville is likely 
to be ſuch as was apprehended, and that there appears as yet no probability 
of the regent's putting his majeſty under the leaſt difficulty by conſenting 
even in words to the demolition of Mardyk. It being very plain by the 
courſe of the negociation that though the draining of the waters is made the 
pretence, yet the maintaining a depth ſufficient to admitt men of war and 
privateers is the reall aim of the French, my lord Townſhend and Mr. Me- 


thuen have'by the directions of his royal highneſs (with the advice of the coun- 


cil) offered ſuch an expedient as will foree M. d'Iberville out of his chicane, 
and oblige him to own the reall intentions of his court. If the regent ſhould 
conſent to this expedient, it is the opinion of our engineers that the canal will 


be rendered more effeQtually incapable of receiving ſhips of war and pri- 


vateers, than it would have been even by the firſt propoſals in the paper an- 
nexed to the project; and if he ſhould refuſe to comply with it (as every 
one here is fully perſuaded he will) there will be this additionall advantage 
accruing from the propoſal as it is now putt, that it will at once convince the 
obſtinate and unwilling, to believe both here and in Holland, that the draining 
of the waters is only an idle ſound and pretence, ſince after that is provided 
for by our conſenting to ſuch a depth of the ſluice as they themſelves inſiſted 
on, they are as far from being ſatisfied as ever, and ſtill infiſt on ſuch a breadth, 
as can only be neceſſary for receiving ſhips of war or privateers capable of 
annoying the trade of Great Britain. My lord Townſhend and Mr. Methuen 
conceive, that the making this appear in ſo ſtrong a light will be of great ſervice 
to his majeſty, not only as it will juſtify him to all the world in breaking off 
the treaty on the moſt important point poſſible, but as it will furniſh the 
well affected in Holland with means to check that forward 3 which 
appears in too many there for negociating with France. 

My lord Townſhend and Mr. Methuen obſerve with great concern, that your 
letter of the 8th inſtant, ſpeaks with very little certainty of the king's return- 


ing 


animate the zeal of his friends. 


eſpouſe the cauſe of the pretender. 


VOL. II. PART II. 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


It appears by late diſcoverys, that a very 


conſiderable ſchiſm is formed in the church, and every day encreaſes by the 
Joint induſtry of the tory and nonjuring clergy, whoſe congregations, ſince 
Paul's ſpeech and the late encreaſe of diſaffection are grown to be very nu- 
merous; and if ſome vigorous remedy be not applied to this evil, the maſs of 
the people may by degrees, under the bait of religion, be drawn in openly to 


This will make it neceſſary to paſs ſome 


M 


laws which however levell'd againſt the nonjurors principally, will not fail in 
ſome degree to affect and irritate the two univerſitys and the whole body of 
the clergy; and his majeſty will eaſily conclude, that nothing leſs than his 
immediate countenance and protection will be ſufficient to ſupport his ſervants 
under ſo invidious, however neceſſary, a ſervice. | 
The king's friends as well as enemies in Scotland agree all like one man in 
oppoſing the trials, that are carrying on at Carliſle, and it is doubted whe- 
ther the perſons employed will be able to get through thoſe tryals with any 
ſort of credit, not only on account of the difficulties that will be thrown in 
their way from that quarter, but by the liſtleſſneſs which reigns in all the 
courts of juſtice, except two or three where men of ſpirit preſide. And it is 
ſtill more doubted whether, after the tryals are over, the executions will not 
produce a generall diſturbance in Scotland, unleſs they can ſee that the go- 
vernment is in a condition to reſent ſuch uſage as they ought. 
ſome occaſion for making uſe of the army, which it is certain all imaginable 
efforts will be uſed in parliament to gett leſſened, and to miſrepreſent; com- 
plaints of all kinds being induſtriouſſy collected for that purpoſe. Some me- 
thod muſt alſo be pitched upon for paying off the publick debts, without 
which we are no nation, and this cannot be done without diſobliging ſeveral of 
the monied men who will be impatient at the lowering of intereſt. Theſe dif- 
ficultys are ſuch as appear to my lord Townſhend and Mr, Methuen to be 


This may give 


hardly 


81 


ing into England time enough to hold the parliament. They hope his ma- Period IT. 
jeſty will doe them the juſtice to believe, that what they offered and muſt till 
be obliged to offer on that head proceeds from no private view or intereſt of 
their own, but from a reall ſenſe of the many inconveniences and dangers, to 
which the whole nation as well as his majeſty's family are expoſed by his ab- 
ſence, There appears to them no proſpe& of ſubduing the ſpirit of jacobi- 
tiſm, and of reſtoring the publick tranquillity any other way than by wiſe and 
vigorous regulations in parliament, which they have as little proſpect of ob- 
taining without the preſence of the king to compoſe the differences and to 
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hardly ſurmountable without the king's preſence and immediate ſupport, 
and yet are of ſuch a nature as will not admitt of any delay; ſo that they find 
themſelves under an unavoidable neceſſity of repeating as their moſt ſincere and 
diſintereſted ſentiment, that his majeſty ſhould reſolve to hold the parliament 
in perſon. Thus much at leaſt, they do moſt earneſtly beg, that whatever 
his majeſty's reſolution may be, they may be appriſed of it immediately (under 
confidence) ſince the time of the year requires, that a ſcheme ſhould be 
formed for the next ſeſſion, which it will be impoſſible for them to digeſt and 
prepare in ſuch a manner as they would wiſh to do for the eaſe of his ma- 
jeſty's government and for the advantage of his ſervice; unleſs they can be 
able to foreſee whether his majeſty will hold the parliament in en or 


This is what they thought themſelves obliged to communicate to you, but 
they leave it entirely to you to repreſent to his majeſty as much or as little of 
it as you think proper at this time, and they again repeat to you their re- 
queſt, that no one, except the king, may know this intelligence comes from 
them. 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


The regent conſents to reduce the ſluices of Mardyke.— Good effects reſulting 
from the concluſion of the treaty with France. 


SIR, Hampton Court, September 11-22, 1716, 
MY Lord Townſhend and Mr. Methuen make no doubt but you will be 
very much ſurpriſed to hear, ſo ſoon after what I had the honour to 
write to you in my laſt, that Monfieur d'Iberville has given in a paper ; by 
which he conſents to ruine the faſcinages and to reduce the fluice to the 
breadth of ſixteen feet, which in the opinion of the moſt {kilful of our ſea 
officers as well as engineers, will more effectually exclude ſhips of war and 
privateers, than what was firſt propoſed in the paper annexed to his majeſty's 
project. They impute this alteration in the conduct of the regent, partly to 
the perplexed ſtate of his own affairs, and partly to his having a better 
opinion of his majeſty than heretofore. It is alſo poſſible that the victory 
of the emperor may have had its ſhare in determining him to this com- 
pliance. 
But be the cauſe what it will, they think they haye the juſteſt reaſon to 
felicitate his majeſty on the concluſion of a treaty with France, as an event 
not 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


not more glorious in itſelf than advantageous in its conſequences, It cannot Period II. 


but be of general ſervice to his majeſty's affairs to have it appear to the 2 
world, that the reputation of his government is ſuch as has enabled him, even 1716. 


amidſt the difficulties under which he has laboured at home ever ſince his 
acceſſion to the throne, to extort from France a ſolemn engagement of 
deſtroying that work which the hands of Great Britain itſelf had ſo lately 
helped to raiſe, and which it is plain from the vaſtneſs of expence of the 
defign the late French king intended, ſhould ſtand to ages to come as a per- 
petual check to our iſland, and a laſting monument of his ſuperior policy and 
glory. 

The regent's concluding this treaty, and ſubmitting to purchaſe it at the 
price of this demolition will put him fo irreparably ill with the old miniſtry 
and the Spaniſh faction in France, that from this moment he muſt have taken 
the reſolution to throw himſelf upon the king for ſupport ; the conſequence 
of which with reſpe& to his majeſty's domeſtick affairs will be, that the ſpirit 
of jacobitiſm, which has hitherto been buoyed up by the expedctation of 
aſſiſtance from the regent, ſeeing that hope now entirely withdrawn, will ſink 
and fall to nothing, provided his majeſty's affairs are earried on with ſteadineſs 
and reſolution. 


And as to foreign affairs the credit of a treaty with France upon ſuch ad- 


vantageous terms, together with the immediate good effects it will produce at 
home will enable his majeſty to make that figure on the continent, which the 
kings of England ought always to do, by ſecuring to him the balance and 
arbitration of the affairs of Europe ; and this may not only incline the king 
of Sweden to ſubmit to an accommodation upon his majeſty's own terms; but 
may poſſibly give occaſion to the czar to reflect how far it may be ſafe for 
him to proceed in meaſures, which his majeſty will now have his hands more 
at liberty to reſent. 

The emperor in the mean time cannot, with any pretence of reaſon, take 
offence at this alliance, ſince in the negotiation of it, he has had opportunity 
to be convinced, that the king had ſuch regard for his intereſts that he would 
ſooner have renounced the demolition of Mardyke, than have purchaſed it 
upon terms prejudicial to the emperor's rights, or any ways deſtrudtive of his 
views. The only power that can find any ſhadow for complaint they think is 
the king of Spain; and yet our greateſt crime againſt him is only the renewing 
a former guaranty of thoſe renunciations, which he thought fit to ſubmitt to 
in the moſt ſolemn manner; and how much ſoever he may be diſpoſed to re- 
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Period II. ſent it, yet as there is no power in being, except his majeſty, to whom he 


1714 t01720. 
— — 


1716. 


Townſhend 
Papers. 


can have recourſe in his preſent circumſtances, it is not doubted but he will 
endeavour to put the beſt face upon this matter, and ſtill continue to propor- 
tion his civilitys to the hopes and fears he has from his majeſty, which, as 


they have been, ſo they will ever be, the only principle and rule of his 


behaviour with reſpect to England. 

Upon the whole, they think his majeſty's ſervants have reaſon to value 
themſelves upon having condutted this negotiation through ſo many difficultys 
to ſuch a proſpe& of ſucceſs, in which, as you have had the largeſt ſhare, they 
deſire you to accept of their moſt fincere congratulations. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND, 


Bernſdorf informs him, that the czar would quarter his troops in the Daniſh 
territories, and propoſes to ſecure the czar's ſhips, and ſeize his perſon, — 
Neceſſity of ſpeedily concluding the treaty with France, before the troubles in 
the North break out. 

MY LORD, September 25, 1716, N. S. 


OUR Lordſhip will perceive by my public diſpatch to Mr. Methuen, 
ſomething of the apprehenſions we are under from our Northern neigh- 


Private. bours ; nor did his majeſty think it proper, that more ſhould be ſaid in the 


letter, which is to be read in council; but your _— will acquaint his royal 
highneſs with further particulars. 

Mr. Bernſdorf came to me this morning to tell me, that the czar has 
declared that he would quarter his troops in the Daniſh territories; that the 
king of Denmark begs advice from the king, and particularly prays, that 
fir John Norris may ſtay with him. The Muſcovite is already maſter by 
land in the king of Denmark's country, and 1s taking meaſures to be maſter 
at ſea likewiſe. Mr. Bernſdorf thinks it neceſſary to cruſh the czar imme- 
diately, to ſecure his ſhips, and even to ſeize his perſon to be kept till his 
troops ſhall have evacuated Denmark and Germany. I went immediately 
to the king, who aſked how far I could venture to give orders to fir John 
Norris. 1 told him that as far as joining his offices with thoſe of the king of 
Denmark, I would make no difficulty; and I will accordingly write to 
fir ]. Norris by an expreſs, which ſhall be diſpatched to-morrow to inform 
him on which fide the king inclines: but the king deſires that your lordſhip 
will conſider ſeriouſly of this matter, and of inſtructions for our fleet here. 

I do 
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I do verily believe things will come to an eclat, perhaps before I can have ay II. 
an anſwer from you. I ſhall check my own nature upon this occaſion, which 2 3 
was ever inclined to bold ſtrokes, till I can hear from you. But you will 1716. 
eaſily imagine how I ſhall daily be preſſed to ſend orders to fir J. Norris, 

The truth is, I ſee no day-light through theſe affairs. We may eaſily maſter 

the czar, if we go briſkly to work ; and that this be thought a right meaſure. 

But how far Sweden may be thereby enabled to diſturb us in Britain you 

muſt judge. If the czar be let alone, he will not only be maſter of Den- 

mark, but with the body of troops which he hath ſtill behind on the frontiers | 
of Poland, may take quarters where he pleaſes in Germany. How far the | 
king of Pruſſia is concerned with him we do not know, nor will that prince 
explain himſelf, The king now wiſhes, and ſo doth your humble ſervant, very 
heartily that we had ſecured France. The abbe talks to me as one would 
wiſh, and ſhewed me part of a diſpatch from Marſhal d'Huxelles this morn- 
ing, whereby they promiſe that the minute our treaty is ſigned, they will 
frankly tell us every thing they know touching the jacobite projects from the 
beginning. I was, you know, very averſe at firſt to this treaty, but I think 
truly as things now ſtand we ought-not to loſe a minute in finiſhing it. 

P. S. Since the writing what goes before the abbe ſhewed me an extra& 
of d'Iberville's letter to Mr. Chateauneuf, by which it appears but too plainly 
that your lordſhip judged right of d'Iberville. He is plainly againſt the |; 
thing; and I aſſure you the abbe is as angry with him as you can be. I do | ; 
therefore think the only way to end, is to frame, as I often mentioned, ſuch 
an article as you think it poſſible for the regent to accept, and ſend it hither 
as your ultimatum. I do not deſpair but that J ſhould prevail upon this 
man, who as I tell Mr. Methuen, hath a new commiſſion and full powers, 5 i 
dated the 12th inſtant, to ſign it with me as we ſigned the others. 

I am perhaps too eaſily alarmed, but I confeſs that I think it will be of 
fatal conſequence, if the negociation ſhould miſcarry; which it certainly will 
1 do, if this eclat in the North breaks out before we have finiſhed, b 
Y Mr. Bernſdorf has been twice with me to deſire that I would recommend b 
I to your lordſhip the buſineſs of the money due to Munſter and Saxe-Gotha. 


4 
4] 
3 

af 
f 
1 
4 
: 

1 
4 


— age ——— 


xy 


SECRETARY 


86 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Period II. 


$714 01780 SECRETARY ST "TOW 
| RETARY STANHOPE TO LORD' TOWNSHEND. 


Ring ſatisfied with du Boss, and impatient for the concluſion of the alliance 
with France. | 


1716, 


September 29, 1716, 


Harrington GINCE my laſt letter to your lordſhip, I carryed the abbe du Bois to the 
wh prope king for the firſt time: they parted perfectly well ſatisfied with each other, 
Private» and the reaſons I have mentioned to your lordſhip in ſome of my late letters, 

continue to make the king very defirous that this matter may ſpeedily come 
to an iſſue, A freſh motive, which adds to the king's impatience is the 
advice we have from Paris of the 21ſt inſtant, that Monſieur Beretti, a new 
Spaniſh ambaſſador, had left Paris in order to go to the Hague. We ſhall 
be embarraſſed what to do with this man, till our buſineſs with France be 
finiſhed one way or other. If we cloſe with France, I think I have a plan 


for Spain, which will not diſpleaſe you, which I will communicate to your 
lordſhip in a ſhort time. 
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LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Confidentially communicates to him his opinion that the proſecution of the 
Northern war will be their ruin, and earneſtly exhorts him to prevail on 
the king to make a ſpeedy peace. 


DEAR DON, | Sunday, September 23 October 4, 1716. 
Manage MV heart is fo full with the melancholy news you ſent me in your laſt, that 

aſc I cannot help writing this letter to you, which I beg may be ſeen by no 
Private. 


one perſon living, but remain abſolutely between you and me a ſecret for 
ever. My chief deſign is to beg of you not to conſent to fir John Norris 
ſtaying any longer than the firſt of November, nor to the king's engaging - 
openly in the affair about the czar. This Northern war has been managed 
ſo ſtupidly, that it will be our ruin. Is it poſſible for the king to carry it on 
with Denmark only on his fide, and the Muſcovite troops againſt him, 
ſuppoſing even the intended project ſhould ſucceed ? Would it not therefore 
be right for the king to think immediately how to make his peace with Sweden, 
even tho? he ſhou'd be obliged to make ſome ſacrifice in obtaining it? 


LORD 
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LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 5 2 5 
[ll effects of a rupture with Ruſſia, particularly in preventing the importation 1716. | 
of naval ſtores.— It is the opinion of the prince that the ſquadron of fir John | 
Norris ought not to winter in the Baltic—Dreads an invaſion from Sweden— — | 


Inſinuates the danger and difficulty of ſeizing the perſon of the czar, and | | 
ſecuring his troops. | 


SIR, | Hampton Court, Sunday, September 23—OQober 4, 1716. | 
YESTERDAY morning I received your private letter of the 25th inſtanf, Stanhope | 

which I immediately laid before the prince. His royal highneſs is ex- F*P** | 
tremely concerned at the ill turn which affairs in the north are likely to take, 
and particularly that this ſhould happen at a juncture the moſt criticall that | 
could have been found for doing hurt to his majeſty's affairs, as well by ; 
checking the regent's eagerneſs to finiſh the alliance, as by encouraging the 
pretender to proceed in thoſe attempts which we are aſſured he is preparing | 
to make in concert with Sweden. Under ſo fatall a contre-lemps his royal | 
highneſſe's greateſt ſatisfaction is, that the treaty with France is in ſuch for- 
wardneſs as gives room to hope, that the regent vill rather chooſe to go 
forward, than by retracting what he has e abandon for ever all hopes of 
an alliance with his majeſty. 

His royal highneſs has conſidered your letter with all the attention which 
I the importance of its matter requires, and obſerving that the exigency of the | 
3B affair you write about, is ſuch as not to admitt of any delay, he has thought 
fitt to diſpatch an expreſs with his own opinion, and that of ſuch of his 
majeſty's ſervants as are here at preſent, which are none but Mr. Methuen, | 
Mr. Walpole, and myſelf, You will eaſily believe from the diſcourſe which | ö 
you may remember paſſed between you and me upon the czar's being firſt N 
permitted to bring ſuch a large body before Wiſmar, that I was not much 
ſurpriſed to hear of his proceeding in this manner; and ſince what we could | 
not then gett believed is now verified by the event, all that remains is to con- 
ſider what remedy can be provided, which you may depend upon it his royal | 
highneſs wiſhes to be as decifive and ſpeedy a one as you can poſſibly defire ; | 
being ſenſible that flow and gentle methods will in this caſe work no effect, I 
or worſe than none. But the accounts given by lord Polwarth of what has | [ 
paſſed between the czar and king of Denmark are ſo lame and imperfeR, that ] 
it is impoſſible for his royal highneſs to form any certain judgment of the 
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ſtate of affairs there, and how far the Danes are in a condition to execute the 
vigorous meaſures propoſed in your letter. The ſentiments therefore which 
his royal highneſs commands me to tranſmitt for his majeſty's deliberation 
relate chiefly to the conſequences which thoſe meaſures are 8 to produce 


with reſpeQ to England. 


The firſt and moſt obvious effect of our breaking with the czar will be his 
ſeizing on our merchants with their ſhips, cargoes and effects (which are un- 
doubtedly of great value), and his prohibiting our commerce to Muſcovy, 
which at this time when we are unable to ſupply ourſelves with navall ſtores 
from any other country, certainly deſerves the greateſt conſideration, and ſo 
much the more becauſe his royal highneſs having conſulted the moſt ex- 
perienced members of the Admiralty and Navy, finds that it is our misfortune 
at this juncture, by the knavery of the Muſcovites in impoſing on our 
merchants laſt year to have our navall magazines ſo ill provided with ſtores, 
particularly with hemp, that if the fleet of merchant men, now lading in the 
Baltick, ſhould by any accident miſcarry, it will be impoſſible for his majeſty 
to fitt out any ſhips of war for the next year, by which means the whole navy 
of England will be rendered perfectly uſeleſs, and the enemies of his majeſty's 
government will be furniſhed with the moſt popular topicks of complaint. | 

His royal highneſs 1s alſo of opinion, that it will above all things be 
neceſſary for his majeſty's ſervice, that fir John Norris ſhould be at liberty 
to return with the fleet by the beginning of November at fartheſt, not only 
on account of the danger to which the merchantmen would be expoſed with- 
out his convoy (which yet in our preſent circumſtances is alone ſufficient to 
make his ſtay impratticable) but becauſe our ſea officers are all of opinion 
that the ſhips which winter there will certainly be ſo far damaged by the 
froſts (which begin uſually in November) and by other accidents in thoſe 
ſeas, that they will ſcarce ever be fitt for any other expedition. Beſides, 
they cannot be of any uſe or ſervice there during the winter ſeaſon, and our 
officers are all clear in their opinion, that the ſquadron may return thither 
earlier in the next ſpring from England, than they can be fitted for action in 
thoſe parts after the thaw ; and even ſuppoſing their ſtay there were praQi- 
cable, yet the ſervice propoſed being either to be performed at a blow or not 
at all, the event will be decided one way or other before November, after 
which time the rigour of the ſeaſon will impoſe a kind of naturall armiſtice 
on all fleets in thoſe ſeas. I may add, that it will be an unpardonable ſtep 
here, if at a time when the nation is threatened with an invaſion, and finds it- 


ſelf 
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felf in ſo defenceleſs a condition as to ſhipping, ſuch a conſiderable branch of Period II. 
our naval force ſhould be detained abroad, to the evident detriment of the 3 ry 


ſhips themſelves, as well as to the hazard of the men's lives for want of pro- 
viſions: and what gives the greater weight to this conſideration, is, that the 
king of Sweden (according to the intelligence ſent you in ſeveral of my 
letters) is at this time actually treating with the jacobites in order to joyn with 
the pretender, ſo that no doubt can be made, but when he ſees the deſcent 
on Schonen laid afide, and Great Britain embroyled with the czar, he will 
think himſelf at liberty to give a full carriere to his paſſion by pouring a body 
of forces into England. | 

However, if his royal highneſs apprehends theſe difficulties and ill con- 
ſequences on the one hand, he is on the other no leſs deeply affected with a 
Juſt ſenſe of the imminent danger which theſe kingdoms as well as the empire 
are expoſed to from the behaviour of the czar, who it is plain intends to make 
himſelf maſter of the whole coaſt of the Baltick ; his royal highneſs is there- 
fore of opinion that the meaſures propoſed in your letter, or any other, be 
they never ſo ſtrong and vigorous, ought rather to be made uſe of, than that 
that prince ſhould be ſuffered to go on, and effe the plan he ſeems to have 
formed. But it is thought here, that the execution of what is propoſed by 
Monſieur Bernſtorf does entirely depend upon the king of Denmark ; neither 
can his royal highneſs ſee how his majeſty's immediate affiſtance can at preſent 
contribute to that end; if the czar's troops are to be ſecured, and his perſon 
to be ſeiſed, it muſt be done by the king of Denmark's army alone, and the 
ſucceſs of this enterpriſe muſt wholely depend on the condition the Danes are 
in to execute it. His royal highneſs is therefore of opinion, that his majeſty, 
if he thinks the king of Denmark able to go through with ſuch a project, may 


inſinuate privately and under the greateſt ſecrecy that he will not only 


acquieſce in his Daniſh majeſty's making this attempt, (if he thinks fitt to 
undertake it), but that he will alſo ſupport and aſſiſt him in the ſequel of this 


affair when once the blow is given. But his royal highneſs ſubmitts it to his 


majeſty, whether it can be for his ſervice to appear openly at this juncture in 
an affair of this kind, to the ſucceſs of which, as I ſaid before, he cannot at 
preſent contribute; for if once the ſtroke is ſtruck at land, and the czar and 


his troops ſecured, the Muſcovite fleet will be of little or no ſervice, and the 


Danes will of themſelves be more than able to deal with them. However, if 
this laſt particular relating to the fleets ſhould not prove true, his royal high- 


neſs does not ſee there would be any harm in ſending private orders to 
Vol. 11. PART 11s 1 ſir 
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fir John Norris, that if after the king of Denmark has ſecured the czar and 
his troops at land, the Muſcovite fleet ſhould attempt to attack the Danes, he 
might in ſuch a caſe declare to the Muſcovites, that being ſent thither to 
act defenſively in favour of Denmark, he could not by the inſtructions he 
brought with him ſuffer their being attack'd. Theſe orders the Danes may 
have private notice of, and his royal highneſs thinks this ought to content 
them; fince the king's taking any further ſtep in their favour would be 
attended with inſuperable difficulties, the leaſt of which might be, that the 
whole of the war againſt Sweden as well as Muſcovy would be devolved 
upon his majeſty. 

| Theſe are the ſentiments of his royal highneſs, as well as of thoſe who have 
the honour to be employed in his majeſty's ſervice upon this tickliſh and in- 
tricate affair, all which his royal highneſs defires may be entirely ſubmitted to 
his majeſty's judgment and determination, I am, with the greateſt truth and 
affe ction, yours. 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


Lord Townſhend is treated by the prince with particular confidence—laments 
the ſituation of affairs in the north, = Enforces the neceſſity of the king's 
augmenting his forces in Germany.—Strongly objects to the continuance of 
the Britiſh ſquadron in the Baltic.—Recommends a peace with Sweden. 


SIR, | Hampton Court, Sept. 25, - October 6, 1716. 


Am commanded by my lord to acquaint you, that the prince was ſo earneſt 

with him to write the encloſed, and has been pleaſed to uſe him with ſuch 
particular confidence of late, that he could not think it for his majeſty's ſer- 
vice to decline obeying his royal highneſs's commands in an inſtance, when 
they appeared not only highly reaſonable but neceſſary; and he was the eaſier 
induced to do this, having lately ſeen a letter from Hanover, which makes it 
very probable his majeſty will not come over this winter. His lordſhip 
thinks, that his writing to you in this manner need put you under no ſort of 
difficulty, ſince if you do not think it proper to ſpeak to his majeſty di- 


rely on this ſubject, you need only write a reſpettful anfwer, which he may 
ſhow the prince, letting his royal highneſs know your opinion, and aſſuring 


bim you will take the firſt convenient opportunity to learn his majeſty's plea- 
{ure on theſe particulars. 


Laſt 
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ſo affected with the melancholy turn which the affairs of the north have taken, 
chat he cannot help troubling you with his private ſentiments on that ſubje&t. 
The ſtrong repreſentation which you mention as deligned to be made to the 
czar, his lordſhip thinks is certainly a right ſtep ; but he cannot ſee how any 
body can with reaſon flatter, himſelf, that it will be attended with ſucceſs. 
The behaviour of the czar at this juncture is certainly not the effect of any 
ſudden change in him; but the conſequence of a plan he has long been forming: 
of the truth of this, he gave ſufficient proof when he married his niece to the 
duke of Mecklenburgh. He has certainly for ſome time looked upon Swe- 
den as out of a condition to give him any great diſturbance; and he ſeems to 
have had no greater apprehenſion from his majeſty as having only Denmark 
on his ſide; and being in no condition to oppoſe his views and meaſures in 
Germany. | | 

His lordſhip wiſhes he may not have judged right in this particular, but 
fears if the king does not alter his meaſures very ſoon, it will prove too 
true: the preſent greatneſs of the czar being chiefly owing to the king's not 
caring to be at the expence of having a ſufficient number of his own troops 


northern quarrel, as partly to the jealouſy that has long prevailed between 
our court and that of Pruſſia, If therefore the czar ſhould continue in the 
reſolution he has taken, the only way to prevent the miſchiefs ſo juſtly appre- 
hended is, in his lordſhip's opinion, to remove, before it be too late, the cauſe 
that firſt brought on the danger, which muſt be by the king's reſolving to 


ſhew the czar, that his majeſty does intend to be maſter ſo near home ; and 
at the ſame time his lordſhip thinks endeavours ſhould be uſed to get the 
court of Pruſſia at any rate. The very noiſe of his majeſty's raiſing or hiring 
20,000 men now, would do him more credit and ſervice at this time, than 
the raiſing 40,000 men a year hence; and though the expence would fall 
heavy at firſt; yet his majeſty would have means of making himſelf whole; 
and even of being a gainer by the credit which ſuch an augmentation would 
give him towards carrying on his own terms of peace with Sweden; whereas 
without ſome ſuch ſtep no man living can foretell what extremities the king 
may be driven to before a year goes about. Such a reſolution would con- 
found the czar's meaſures, eſtabliſh the king's intereſt all over Europe, and 
Keep every thing quiet here; and unleſs ſomething of this kind be done his 
N 2 lord- 
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to ſupport the figure he ought to have made, and the intereſt he has in the 


augment his troops to ſuch a number, by raiſing, or hiring, or both, as ſhall 


Laſt night lord Townſhend received your letters of the 29th inſtant, and is Period II. 
I714t01720, 
Conn nnd 
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1714701720: into very great confuſion. 
1716, My lord Townſhend perceives by a letter from M. Robethon, that the 


T about 
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Private. 
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juncture be impratticable. 


king is likely to inſiſt on fir John Norris's ſquadron being left to winter in the 
Baltic ; and he commands me to acquaint you, that it makes him looſe all 
Patience to ſee what ridiculous expedients they propoſe to his majeſty for ex- 
tricating themſelves out of their preſent difficulties ; as if the leaving you eight 
men of war to be frozen up for ſix months would ſignify five grains towards 
giving a new turn to the affairs of the north. However if they have had the 
influence to perſuade his majeſty, that ſuch a ſtep is abſolutely neceſſary, 
thus much his lordſhip thinks he may venture to affirm, that no one can ever 
bear the weight of ſuch a reſolution, without majeſty by acting in every 


part with ſuitable vigour, will make it plain, that nothing leſs than the moſt 


imminent danger obliged him to provide for his defence in this extraordinary 
manner. A peace with Sweden, his lordſhip thinks, would be the ſhorteſt 
way to put an end to all theſe diſturbances; but conſidering that prince's 
temper, he very much fears any new project of that kind would, at this 
I am, &c. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


[Encloſed in the preceding letter.] 


Deſires in the name of the prince of Wales, to be informed whether the neceſſary 


plans for opening the ſeſſon ſhould begin to be arranged.—Complains of the 
interference of Robethon, 


Hampton Court, Turkay, September 25 October 6, 176. 


OU will have heard from Mr. Secretary Methuen, that the parliament 
was prorogued on Tueſday the 18th inſtant, for one month; but the 
uſual time of the ſeſſion drawing on, and the buſineſs which muſt be brought 
in, being ſuch as will take up a great deal of time in preparing and digeſting, 
as well as in being afterwards diſpatched in the houfe; for theſe reaſons, his royal 
highneſs thinks it would be for his majeſty's ſervice, that he ſhould know 
as ſoon as poſſible, whether it is majeſty's pleaſure, that he ſhould begin to 
form the neceſſary plans, as alſo at what time the ſeſſion is to be opened. 
But as this affair is ſomewhat of a nice and delicate nature, his royal highneſs 
has commanded me to write to you in confidence as to a friend, deſiring you 
to appriſe yourſelf of theſe particulars at ſuch a time, and in ſuch a manner, 
as 
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as may give no ſort of offence to his majeſty, the promoting of whoſe ſervice Period II. 

is the only view bis royal highneſs has in making this enquiry. e 
There is one particular relating to the conduct of Mr. Robethon, which 1 1716. 

am obliged to take notice of to you, and which I hope you will endeavour to 

put a ſtop to. The Scotch find means of applying to him, and upon his par- 

tial repreſentations to the king, he obtains and tranſmits orders hither, which 

we, who have the honour to ſerve here, conceive by no means for his ma- 

jeſty's ſervice. I have had ſeveral inſtances of this, and particularly two by 

the laſt poſt. He gives directions in his letters to count Bothmar to enquire 

of me how fir James Campbell came not to be turned out of his command in 

Sterling Caſtle, and why Mr. Erſkine was turned out from being collettor of 

the cuſtoms at Inverneſs. As for the former, his majeſty may remember, 

that upon his ſhewing me the liſt of the duke of Argyle's creatures and de- 

pendants given him by the duke of Roxburgh, he was pleaſed to declare, that 

ſuch of them againſt whom the want of zeal or ſkill in their buſineſs could not 

be objeQed, ſhould keep their places; and upon my aſſuring his majeſty, 

there was no objection of that kind againſt fir James Campbell, he was pleaſed 

to declare he ſhould be continued in his poſt at Stirling Caſtle. As for Mr. 

Erſkine he was removed for being a near relation of Mar's, and one whom 

ſeveral of the Scotch members of parliament affirmed to Mr. Walpole on their 

own knowledge to be a moſt notorious Jacobite. I am, &c. 
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ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Enforces the neceſſity of the king's preſence; but if he continues abroad, recom- 
mends the propriety of not deferring too long the opening of the ſeſſion, which 
would diſguſt the prince. —Flouriſhing ſlate of the revenue and public credit. — 
Is preparing a ſcheme for paying off the debt. - Conference with Bothmar on 
the ſale of the lands in the iſland of St. Chriſtopher's. —Diſſuades the king 
from appropriating the purchaſe money, and recommends another mode of 
proceeding. | | 
DEAR SIR, © london, Sept. 23==OQtober 9, 1716, 
J Have received the favour of yours of the 19th inſtant, and am very glad to Stanhope | 
hear, that our endeavours to render his majeſty the beſt ſervice we are able Papers. 
is graciouſly accepted by him; and tis a further ſatisfaction for us to find 
that tho* we have no cafy game to play here, we are not entirely unſucceſſ- 
full; and altho' it may be poſſible ſtill to carry on the king's buſineſſe here 


with 


94 
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Period II. with a conſtant aſſiduity, application and carefull management, I muſt con- 


1714t01720. 
— 


1716. 


feſſe I was infinitely pleas'd with that part of the letter which gave us hopes 
of his majeſties coming over to hold the parliament himſelf. But I cannot but 
be concern'd at your apprehenſions upon this point expreſs'd in your letter 
to Mr. Poyntz; but in this caſe next to the want of the king's — to 
be kept in doubt and 8 h will be the greateſt misfortune. 

I have gott the prince's leave to goe into the country for a month, to try 


if I can lay in a little ſtock of health, to enable me to undergoe the winter's 


campaign, and as I may not be in the way to give you my thoughts very 
ſuddenly again, I ſhall take the liberty to tell you my ſenſe very plainly. 


If *tis poſſible to prevail with the king to come over, no endeavours ſhould 


be wanting to convince his majeſty, that its of the laſt conſequence to his 
affairs, and indeed allmoſt of ſuch abſolute neceſſity, that nobody dares to 
anſwer for ſucceſſe in this buſineſſe in parliament in his majeſties abſence; ſo 
that if there is any hopes of the king's coming over, I think it adviſeable to 


defer the meeting of the parliament as long as *tis poſſible, which I think 


may be done till after Chriſtmas. But on the other hand, if his majeſty is 


determin'd to ſuffer the prince to hold the parliament, I am of opinion, there 


ſhould be no thoughts of deferring the ſeſſions any longer than the latter end 


of November or beginning of December at furtheſt. For beſides the generall 


inconveniencies of a late ſeſſion, and the particular prejudices that the public 


| ſuffers in our mony matters, you may depend upon it, the prince will ſoon 


grow uneaſy; and if he once begins to think, that the ſeſſion is delayed only 
to defeat him of what he ſo much defires, this will be imputed entirely to us; 


and if he at laſt holds the parliament, his reſentment upon this account, may 
give thoſe that deſire to confound the king's affairs ſuch an advantage over 


us, that we ſhall feel the effects of it thro' the whole ſeſſion; that *tis plain to 
me, if the king deſigns the prince ſhall hold the parliament, and will thereby 
putt the whole affairs of this winter into his highneſſe's hands and power, it 
ſhould be done in ſuch a manner as may not engage the prince in meaſures 
Oppoſite to the intereſt of the king. It is eaſy to ſee of what uſe and ſervice 
it will be, for the king's ſervants to know his majeſties reſolutions upon this 
head as ſoon as may be, that they may begin to form the ſcheme of the ſeſ- 


ſion, and take his majeſties pleaſure upon the ſeverall heads, before they are 
finally fixed and determin'd with the prince. 


The ſtate of his majeſties revenue being at preſent in ſo good a condition, 
I hope you will excuſe me that I give you the trouble of acquainting you in 
general, 
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general, that the ſupplies of this year have been ſo order'd, that altho* Period II. 
there was a deficiency of above 600, ooo l. we ſhall be able to carry on the — 
ſubſiſtance of the army, and all ſervices of the navy that are of abſolute ne- 1716. 
ceſſity till after Chriſtmas, which is chiefly done by poſtponing the payments 
of the clearings and off-reckonings, to be made good out of the ſupplies of 
next year, and was thus order'd out of a view of delaying the ſeſſion if it 
ſhould be found neceſſary. The branches of the king's civill liſt have an- 
ſwer'd theſe laſt four months beyond all expectations, that the whole civill 
liſt upon every branch of it is now clear'd and paid to Lady Day laſt, and we 
have at preſent in the Exchequer of his majeſty's civill liſt mony about 
80,0000. towards anſwering the Midſummer quarter, which is a better con- 
dition than the civill liſt has been in for many years, and indeed ever ſince I 
had the leaſt knowledge or inſight into buſineſſe. The aggregate fund ſettled 
for the bank for the additional 120, oo0 Il. per annum, for the civill liſt and 
for the bank annuities at gl. per cent. which ſcarce produc'd any thing for 
the firſt ſix months has now made itſelf good, and we have paid one whole 
year due to each head at this Michaelmas, with a ſurplus of about 4000l. 
for the growing quarter. The public prints will tell you in what a flouriſh- 
ing condition our creditt is, and how high all ſtocks now are. Give me leave to 
be ſo vain as to inform you, that we have not given above 41. per cent. in- 
tereſt upon any of cur land or malt tallies, altho' the parliament allowed us 
61. per cent. which liberty alone has enabled us to make this ſaving, that will 
in the year amount to above 40,0001. and ſo the event has made good my 
conceit, that ſeem'd a paradox, that fix was leſſe than five. 
I am now very buly in projecting and forming a ſcheme for paying the 
debts of the nation; and I do not deſpair of being able to propoſe what ſhall 
be effectuall for this purpoſe, in caſe all things remain quiett, and we have no 
diſturbance nor alarms from abroad. = 
Count Bothmar upon the receit of the laſt pacquetts defired a conference 
with me, which was upon the ſubje& of the lands of St. Chriſtopher's yielded 
to the crown of England by the laſt treaty of peace with France. He uſed 
in his whole diſcourſe the king's name, and ſaid his majeſty had by the two laſt 
poſts ſent him orders to receive propoſalls concerning the diſpoſition of theſe 
lands, which he thought proper to conſult me about; and defired I would tell 
him expreſſely what anſwer I thought fit to return to the king. It is not poſ- 
ſible to give you in the compaſle of a letter the ſubſtance of ſo long a con- 
verſation ; but when I tell you my thoughts and ſenſe of this matter, you will 
eaſily 
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Period II. eaſily judge what muſt be the tenour and cheif of our diſcourſe, I do appre- 
— hend, that St. Chriſtopher's being a ceſſion to England upon the peace, it 
1716. will be thought, and ſome time or other declar'd ſo in parliament, that it 
being purchas'd by the blood and treaſure of the publick, the nation ought 
to have the benefitt and advantage of it. This 1 ſpeak, as the language of 
ſuch, as will be diſpos'd to find fault, and what will perhaps be too much at- 
tended to by even the well-meaning country gentlemen. There is no doubt but 
*tis in the power of the king to ſell or diſpoſe of it, as he ſhall think fitt; that 
the only queſtion 1s about the manner, and the application of the money. I 
have had this ſummer two or three different propoſalls offer'd to me, which 
I have allways declined entering into, becauſe I did not know the king's 
ſenſe and pleaſure about it. The higheſt ſum that has been ever yett men- 
tion'd to me, was 70,000/, I cannot ſay that more will be given, but it ſo 
ſeldom happens, that the higheſt price is bid at firſt, that I make no doubt 
but the caſe would be the ſame here likewiſe. I underſtand by count 
Bothmar, that the king is pretty much determin'd to have the whole produce 

at his own will and private direction, and what is ſuggeſted, to bring this 
matter immediately into a tranſaQtion, is the danger there may be, that the 
parliament may by ſome a, or vote, lay their hands upon it, and prevent the 
king's intentions, as was done in the caſe of the Farthings. I can only ſay to 
this, that whoever ſhould think of meddling with this previouſly to any thing 
being done upon it, would ſooner fall upon it after it was done in ſuch a 
manner, as they might apprehend will give a handle to fix a blame or cenſure 
upon the king's ſervants; for I have always obſerv'd that the love of finding 
fault is at leaſt as prevalent in our houſe, as the deſire of doing the publick 
good; and I believe Mr. Lechmere would be more forward in fixing a cen- 
ſure upon your humble ſervant, than in ſaving ſuch a ſum to the publick. 
Upon the whole, if his majeſty is very intent, that ſomething ſhould be done in 
this matter, I humbly hope, he will give leave that it may be conſider'd in 
the beſt manner that is poſſible ; and if he is very deſirous to take the benefitt 
of it to himſelf, I hope his majeſty will be ſo good as to forgive me, if I give 
it as my humble opinion, that the ſureſt, and moſt effectual way to ſecure ſuch 
a ſhare or part of it as ſhall be thought reaſonable to his own private diſpoſall, 
will be by permitting, that a greater part of it ſhould be applied to ſome uſe 

that will appear to be a publick concern, which will ſtill be ſo entirely under 
his majeſty's direction, that if it is his majeſty's pleaſure, a reaſonable advan- 
tage may be in his majeſty's power, without any clamour or complaint, which 
I am 
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mention'd to his majeſty, and part of this be declared as the foundation of 
that publick work, it would ſtop the mouths of all reaſonable men, and 1 


think it would be poſſible afterwards to give ſuch a turn to this affair that 


what ſhould be applied to his majeſty's private uſe might be ſo order'd as to 
have the appearance of a ſaving to the publick. I thought it proper to give 
you a general view of my conceptions in this affair, that you may learn what 
it is the king expeAs, and in relation to the apprehenſions of the parliament's 
being before-hand with us, I will only add one thing, that whenever St. 
Chriſtopher's comes to be ſold, it is not to be ſuppos'd, but the purchaſers 
will require a conſiderable time for making the payments of. ſo large a ſum, 
that by the nature of the thing this will be publicly known, before any con- 
ſiderable part of the money will be paid in, and upon ſuch notice; 'tis more 
probable the parliament will call for an account of it, than whilſt it lies 
aſleep, and an addreſſe of the houſe of commons will as effeQually reach it, 
if at all, after the contract is made, as before. When I have ſaid this, I hope 
if any thing happens in parliament upon this ſubjeQ, contrary to his majeſty's 
wiſhes, it will not be imputed to me; for I muſt obſerve to you there being 
ſeveral perſons who have this matter in their view, with a proſpett of private 
advantage, it is to be expected, that the diſappointed will find ways to bring 
this upon the ſtage, whenever any agreement 1s made with others. 


I fend you herewith the warrant for lord Mancheſter's office, for his 


majeſty's hand, as likewiſe the grant to lady Mar, &c. purſuant to the power 
given to his majeſty by act of parliament. I believe I have by this time 
ſafficiently tired you, but I write now for a month. Pray believe me, 
dear Don, with all poflible ſincerity and friendſhip, your's for ever, &c. 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO HORACE WALPOLE, 


Facobitiſm loſes ground in the inland and weſtern parts of England. ales 
ripe for rebellion, — Jacobites mix religion with politics, —Tory clergy diſ- 
contented with theſe proceedings of the jacobites, 
SIR, Hampton Court, October 5, 1716. 
EVER ching is very quiet in England at preſent, and jacobitiſm viſibly 
looſes ground in the home countys. But in the weſtern and inland parts 
and in all Wales the diſaffection is as violent as ever and ripe for rebellion. 
VOL. 11, PART II. 0 The 
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I am afraid will never otherways be avoided. Suppoſe for inſtance, if a plan Period IT. 
ſhould be prepar'd for re-building Whitehall, which I think has been before 4221729 
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1714 t01720» 


1716. 


Walpole 
Papers. 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


The preſent game of the jacobites is to ere& as many meeting houſes as they 
can, and to mix religion with their politicall quarrels, that they may gain the 
ſurer hold on their proſelytes. One Spinks has lately been ſeiſed who ap- 
pears to be a biſhop, and one of the treaſurers of the party, accounts appearing 
among his papers of above 16, oool. diſtributed among the poor nonjuring 
parſons, being partly contributions, and partly legacys of the lady Coventry, 
Dr. South, Nelſon, Hickes, &c. The diſcovery of this formidable ſchiſm 
works a good effect on the tory clergy, who have been ſo uſed to lead, that 
they cannot bear the thoughts of following a poor deſpicable ſett of men, who 
are engroſſing the whole name and preferments of the church to themſelves ; 
I believe they will rather chuſe to ſtand where they are than venture all they 
have to be but ſecond in the pretender's favour, 

There never was known ſuch a demand for wollen manufacture as at this. 
time, 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO HORACE WALPOLE, 


Expreſſes his ſatisfaftion that the article about Mardyke is ſettled, Is alarmed 

at the affairs of the north.—The king deſirous that the treaty with France 

ſhould be ſigned without delay.—Separately with du Bois, if the States are 
not ready. | 


SIR, ” | Hanover, October 6, 1716. 
HE letters which came hither this morning by Heywood, the meſſenger 

from England, brought us the good news of the ſettlement of the article 
about Mardyke. Whereupon it is agreed here that the abbe du Bois ſhall 
ſet out from hence for the Hague, at the ſame time the king goes to the Goer, 
which will be on Saturday next, in order to ſign the treaty in form with 
you. | . 
The accounts in your letter of the third inſtant, which I alſo received this 
morning, as alſo thoſe from other hands about the affairs of the north, you 
may imagine give the king no ſmall uneaſineſs; ſince . it is to be feared that 
matters may come very ſoon there to an open rupture between the Danes and 
Muſcovites, for which reaſon his majeſty is deſirous of giving the finiſhing 
ſtroke to the treaty with France, as ſoon as poſſible. And for that purpoſe 
has made choice of the firſt of the three expedients offered by France for the 
removal of the pretender, which is chat the French king obliges himſelf to 
remove the pretender beyond the Alps immediately alter the ſigning of the 


| 


treaty, 
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' treaty, and before the exchange of the ratifications. I muſt therefore re- Period Il. 

commend to you by the beſt means you are able to diſpoſe the penſionary and — 
our other friends in Holland to give the greateſt diſpatch to our buſineſs, 1716. 
that they alſo may be ready to ſign without loſs of time. But if you find that 
the forms of proceeding in Holland will occaſion a neceſſary delay. I deſire 
you will ſend me your opinion, whether it will not then be the propereſt 
courſe for you to acquaint the penſionary with the reaſons his majeſty has to 
get the French tyed down immediately by ſomething under their hand; and 
for that purpoſe, that you and the abbe ſhould ſign the treaty, but with this 
expreſs agreement on both ſides, that the States are to be admitted into it as 
parties, as ſoon as the neceſſary forms of their proceeding will allow 
them to come in. I am the more inclined to think this muſt be the 
method, becauſe it ſeems to be incumbent upon us to procure the States Ge- 
neral's acceſſion to our treaty with the emperor which ought to be done at 
the ſame time they ſign the treaty with France. Such a proceeding will be 
agreeable to the reſolution the States had taken of carrying on the two nego- 
tiations at the ſame time, and it would certainly give the court of Vienna a 
very ſpecious, not to ſay, a juſt ground of diſſatisfaction, if we ſhould lead the 
Dutch into a treaty with France, and omitt engaging them to become partyes 
to that which we have ſigned with the emperour. I deſire your opinion there. 
fore without loſs of time upon the matter. You muſt in the mean time inge- 
nuouſly communicate to the marquis de Priẽ the ſubſtance of our treaty with 
France, which in my conſcience I think is for the emperor's advantage; 
ſince England and France do, by not confirming, tacitely reſcind whatever 
was ſtipulated by the treaty of Utrecht to the emperor's diſadvantage, in re- 
lation not only to Sicily, but even to the ſucceſſion of the houſe of Savoy to 
the crown of Spain in default of the branch of Anjou. This is not only a 
ſubtil inference to be drawn from the words of our treaty; but I can tell 
you in confidence, that the abbe du Bois has in fact, in all his diſcourſes with 
me, given up the pretenſions of the duke of Savoy to both. And if the court 
of Vienna is capable of acting reaſonably, and of quitting their chimerical 
pretenſions to the crown of Spain, I do verily believe the king may in a little 
time procure for them very conſiderable advantages on the ſide of Italy. 


O 2 SECRETARY 
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Period IT. 


1714t0 1720. SECRETARY STANHOPE TO SECRETARY METHUEN. 
1716, [Encloſed in the preceding diſpatch. ] 


Expreſſes the king's ſatis faction that the French have conſented to the demolition 
of Mardyke—figns the agreement with du Bois—explains the motives for 
deſiring to haſten the ſignature of the alliance with France—orders full 
powers for ſigning to be forwarded inſtantly to the miniſters at the 

Hague. 


SIR, Hanover, October 8, 1716, 


Walpole I Am commanded by the king to expreſs the ſatisfaction which he has in 
Papers. learning, that the buſineſs of Mardyke is happily concluded in the manner 
; you acquaint me by your letter of the igth of September laſt, O. S. Nothing 

could happen more ſeaſonably for the king's intereſt ; for the affairs of the 
north have given his majeſty of late no ſmall uneaſineſs; and it was very 
much to be apprehended, that France taking advantage from thence, might 
| have laid hold on ſuch an occaſion not only to break off the negociation, but 
0 | to have fomented and abetted new diſturbances in Brittain, to prevent which 
his majeſty thinks no time at all ſhould be loſt in fixing the regent, and tying 
| : his hands, by this treaty. For this reaſon his majeſty has commanded me to 
| ſign with the abbé du Bois the agreement you will find at the head of the 
| incloſed treaty; and in purſuance to the faid agreement I have his majefty's 
= commands to ſend orders to the Hague to fign with the abbe as ſoon as he 
| ſhall come thither, in the manner you will find expreſs'd in the convention, 
at the end of the treaty. 
His majeſty thinks, that, by the whole treaty and by the ſaid convention at 
the latter end of it, whereby both parties oblige themſelves to make uſe in 
concert of all poſſible offices to accelerate the Dutch figning, ſo much regard 
is ſhewn to Holland, that they cannot poſſibly take it amiſs; and eſpecially 
ſince the king is ſo much concerned, that the pretender ſhould as ſoon 
as poſſible be forced to paſs the Alps, which it is become the more neceſſary 
to haſten, ſince by advices from ſo many parts, his majeſty is informed 
that he is at this time projecting a new invaſion. The ſame confideration 
hath induced his majeſty to accept of the firſt of the three expedients offered 
by France, touching his removall, becauſe France will thereby be abſolutely 
tyed down from the minute the treaty ſhall be figned. 


Tis 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 
Tis poſſible that the full powers lodged at the Hague, which probably 
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were calculated for the three powers ſigning jointly may not be ſufficient to — 


authorize the king's miniſters to obey the directions I am to ſend, This I 
have told the king, whoſe pleaſure it is, that in ſuch caſe proper powers 
ſhould be forthwith ſent. I have likewiſe by his majeſty's command told 
the abbe du Bois, that ſuch a thing is poſſible; to the end he might not be 
ſurpriſed or become ſuſpicious of our fincerity, if it ſhould prove ſo. But I 
have told him likewiſe, that I have the king's commands, that proper powers 
ſhould be ſent, if thoſe that now are there ſhould prove defective. I am 
likewiſe to acquaint you, that I ſhall by his majeſty's commands and direttions 
' ſend to his miniſters at the Hague to uſe their utmoſt endeavours, that the 
ſtates do ſign the treaty with the emperor, at the fame time they ſhall ſign 
that with France. Such a proceeding will be very agreeable to the reſolution 
formerly taken by the ſtates of carrying on the two negotiations jointly, and 
is abſolutely neceſſary on his majeſty's ſide to prevent the umbrages which 
the court of Vienna might otherwiſe take with juſtice. The neceſſity his 
majeſty apprehends himſelf to be under to keep thoſe meaſures with the 
_ emperor is another ſtrong motive for our concluding with France; ſince 
it would be very imprudent to ſuffer the removal of the pretender, and fixing 
the regent, by this treaty, to be delay'd ſo long as tis poſſible they might, by 
the difficulty's which may be raiſed during the negociations for theſe two 
treaty's in ſuch a government as Holland. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Hanoverian miniſters preſs the immediate ſignature of the treaty with France— 
hopes the Dutch will not take it amiſs, —Ruſſtan affairs begin to wear à better 
aſ ect. | | | 


MY LORD, Hanover, October 9, 1716, 


J Heartily congratulate with your lordſhip upon the happy concluſion of our 

French treaty, which with your lordſhip I do hope will turn very much to 
the glory and advantage of his majeſty, and the quiet and ſecurity of his king- 
doms. Had it been leſs advantagious than I think it really is, the ſituation 
of affairs in the north made it abſolutely neceſſary to cloſe with France; and 
ſuch was the impatience of ſome people, who till within theſe three weeks 
were utterly averſe to this whole negotiation, and uſed all poſſible induſtry to 
defeat it, that I aſſure you I have had much ado for this fortnight laſt paſt 
to withſtand the importunity of Monſieur Berenſdorf and others who preſſed 


me 
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Period IT. me to frame an article here with the abbe touching Mardyke, and to ſend 
$714017*” him with it to the Hague, with orders to Mr. Walpole to fign it: ſo appre- 
1716. henſive were they of your delays in England. I did reſolutely withſtand 
this : but ſince your agreement about Mardyke is come, I have by repeated 
orders from the king, and very earneſt ſollicitations from Mr. Berenſdorf 
been forced to give it the diſpatch which you will ſee in my letter* to 
Mr. Methuen. Upon the whole matter I think the Dutch would be to blame 
if they ſhould take it amiſs, eſpecially ſince the penſionary himſelf expreſſed 

his apprehenſions to Mr. Walpole of the northern diſturbances. 

Incloſed I ſend your lordſhip copies of the letters which have paſſed ſince 
this fracas between fir John Norris and me; your lordſhip will eaſily con- 
ceive what a time I have had; you may perhaps imagine I have been too 

forward in what I have writ to him, but I can aſſure your lordſhip it was 

not thought ſo here. I have however the comfort to hope; and our way 

of proceeding hath certainly determined the czar to imbark his troops, as you 

will find he has done by the laſt letter of fir John Norris: but we are yet far 

from being at a certainty what courſe he will ſteer. What did increaſe our 

uneaſineſs was an advice we received that a miniſter was diſpatched privately 

If | from the czar to France; but now that the Muſcovites are on ſhip-board 

U | we do hope they will all go at leaſt as far as Poland. As ſoon as ever this 

j criſis is over, fir John Norris will be at liberty; and I ſhall repeat the orders 
| | already ſent him, to have a watchfull eye upon the Swediſh ports. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO STEPHEN POYNTZ. 


i Expreſſes his ſurprize and diſſatisfaftion at the conduct of the miniſters at 
Hanover, and cenſures their alarm and precipitation—requires lord Townſ- 
hend's opinion how to aft in this critical juntture. 


DEAR SIR, | Hlague, Ofober 10, 116. 
Townſhend J Am infinitely obliged to you for your favour of the 25th paſt; and I dont 
Papers, doubt but the letters which the meſſenger carrys on this occaſion from 


Hannover to England, will bring you an account of the great confuſion the 
affairs of the north are at preſent in; and how extreamly frightened our 
miniſters at Hannover are; and indeed with very good reaſon. But I could 
wiſh they would not propoſe things which ſeem to be impraQicable, or if put 


The preceding letter. 


In 
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in execution would rather increaſe, than remedy the miſchiefs we apprehend, Period II. 
If we are to change our meaſures here with ſoe much precipitation on every TASKS] 
alarm, we ſhall expoſe our weakneſs; and I muſt own, I ſhall grow diſtracted 
as to my behaviour. I ſhall endeavour to keep up my ſpirits as well as I 
can, and by ſteadily purſuing what ſeems to me to be ſolidly right, I hope to 
gett thro' theſe troubles that at preſent embaraſs people's minds. If we are 
to. have a confidence with France, will it not be neceſſary to concert with the 
regent and the ſtates the beſt meaſures for quieting the troubles of the north; 
and to check the growing power, and encroaching temper of the czar ? 
I don't doubt but. the ſtates would be glad to concert with us a proper plan 

for theſe purpoſes; and I believe conſidering the preſent ſituation of affairs; 
and the relation, that the king has to the buſineſs of the north, and his 
engagements as elector; the ſtates muſt firſt begin to open the way for 
pacifying theſe troubles. You will pardon the trouble of theſe undigeſted 
thoughts, and lett us know as ſoon as you can lord Townſhend's opinion 
upon this criticall conjuncture. 


17 16. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Objects to fign the ſeparate treaty between England and France with the abbe du 
Bots, as incompatible with his honour, and contrary to the ſolemn aſſurances 


given to the States that no ſeparate treaty ſhould be concluded without them. 
— Requeſts permiſſion to return to England. 


MY LORD, | Hague, October 14, 1716, 
OUR lordſhip has incloſed a private pacquet of papers from Mr. ſecre- Townſhend 
tary Stanhope which he left open for my particular peruſal. I am ex- Laber. 
treamly obliged to him for the confidence he ſhews me thereby, but I am Private. 
under the greateſt concern imaginable for the ſtep he has taken with the abbe 
du Bois. Were it not done by his majeſty's directions, I would venture to 
ſay to your lordſhip alone, that I think it muſt be extreamely prejudicial to 
the king's intereſt, and I am affraid muſt end with a great deal of confuſion 
and uneaſineſs between us and the States, Your lordſhip will, without doubt, 
ſee a full account of this proceeding in Mr. Stanhope's letter to Mr. ſecre- 
tary Methuen; and therefore I ſhall not enter into the detail of it. As ſoon 
as my lord Cadogan and I had open'd the diſpatch to us relating to this mat- 
ter, and ſeen the contents of it, his lordſhip immediately declared he had no 
full powers that would enable him to ſign with the abbe du Bois; of which 


your 
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your lordſhip eafily underſtands the meaning; and as for myſelf I really am of 
opinion that the full powers I have, do not ſufficiently authorize me to ſign 
ſeparately with the abbe; they being calculated for negociating and conclud- 
ing an alliance between England, France and Holland jointly, which I ſhall 
certainly let the abbe know upon his arrival here, and his requiring me to 
finiſh this matter with him. But as I find by Mr. ſecretary Stanhope's letter 
to lord Cadogan and me, that it is expected we ſhould have full powers diſ- 
patched anew for this purpoſe in caſe we are not ſufficiently authorized, I 


muſt have recourſe to your lordſhip's friendſhip and known affeQion towards 


me to deſire, that you will entirely get me out of this buſineſs ; and that if there 


is no poſſible remedy againſt a ſeparate concluſion of the treaty with the abbe, 
I may not be the perſon employed in it, which I think in reſpect to myſelf, 
will be the moſt ignominious part that can be atted ;. after having repeated ſo 
many ſolemn declarations to the States, that nothing of this nature ſhould be 
done or finally concluded without them, which I renewed in conference with 
the deputies yeſterday in a moſt authentick and poſitive manner. And there- 
fore I muſt beg your lordſhip, that if I have any merit as a faithfull miniſter, 
or any place in your affection as a brother; you will find out ſome means to 


prevent my acting a part, that I think, will be infinitely prejudicial to his ma- 


jeſty's affairs, and infamous to the greateſt degree in myſelf, and I ſhall con- 
tentedly retire without the proſpett of any buſineſs or reward for the future; 
and amongſt the many obligations I have to your lordſhip, I ſhall ever think 
this the greateſt. My lord Cadogan being here ambaſſador in form, I think, 
ſtrialy ſpeaking, I have nothing to do here. I therefore hope your lord- 
ſhip will make uſe of this hint, or any other means to deliver me from this 
unfortunate ſituation; for I can never bring myſelf to ſign the treaty in the 
manner propoſed. 

Since having wrote thus far, 1 VE been again with my lord Cadogan, and 
found him very ready to do any thing, on account of a letter which he read to 
me from monſieur Robethon, in which that gentleman tells him that it is his 
majeſty's intention his lordſhip ſhould facilitate the concluſion of this matter 
as ſoon as poſſible, and therefore it is expected from him. I have likewiſe 


ſince privately and ſeparately ſeen monſieur Slingelandt and the penſionary; 


and upon telling the firſt what has been done at Hanover, he plainly declared 
to me, that we have given the fatal ſtroke to the right ſyſtem of affairs in Eu- 
rope; that he did not ſee what good could enſue, or danger be removed by it, 
at leaſt ſufficient to compenſate the evils that he apprehends will follow; that 
this 
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this precipitated and ſeparate ſtep without the States, while they have made no 
alliance with the emperor, and are in no way of coming to a good agreement 
upon the unexecuted point of the barrier, will deſtroy the confidence be- 
tween his majeſty and them, and create ſuch a confuſion, diſtraction and 
jealouſy among one another, that he did not know what recourſe they might 
have, or whoſe hands they might fling themſelves into. And as to the penſion- 
ary *, it was melancholy to behold the agony and conſternation into which 
this news caſt him and he aſked me what he ſhould ſay, when ſome people in 
the States would charge him and his friends with having been the dupes in 
this whole affair? In ſhort, my lord, he had not then time to talk more fully 
with me; but it is impoſſible to expreſs the uneaſineſs I left him in. My lord 
Cadogan and I are to have a conference with him this afternoon, of which we 
ſhall ſend you the reſult, by a joint letter. And, it is likely we muſt deſire full 
powers for ſigning with the abbe. But as inſtruments of that nature generally 
contain a clauſe for the plenipotentiaries to att ſeparately or jointly, my name 
may be inſerted in the commiſſion ; and I, notwithſtanding that, and without 
' prejudice to his majeſty's ſervice, may make uſe of ſuch means as your 
lordſhip and my brother Walpole ſhall think proper to afford me of returning 
into England, without my ſigning with the abbe du Bois, in caſe we ſhould be 
obliged to do it before the States are ready, which, for my part, I never can in 
honour and conſcience agree to do: tho' I ſhould have been extremely proud 
to have put the laſt hand to this treaty, could it have been done upon a right 
foot. | 
16 October. We detained the Meſſenger untill we could know the ſenti- 
ments of our friends upon the directions ſent us by Mr. Stanhope, and your 
lordſhip will ſee them at large in our joint diſpatch. Is it therefore impoſſi- 
ble that their unanſwerable arguments, the contrary winds, the uſual delays in 
paſſing powers under the great ſeal, or ſome other excules that may be proper 
to be made to the abbe, ſhould prevent our ſigning with him before the States 
are ready? If it is impoſſible, I am extremely ſorry for it, but I can never 
conſent to ſet my hand to that ſeparate act, after having plighted my honour, 
my faith, and my conſcience that nothing of this kind ſhould be done. I muſt 
therefore, repeat my inſtances to your lordſhip to get me out of this af- 


fair, and for that purpoſe I have writ you the incloſed letter for deſiring 


his royal highneſſe's leave to return home, to which I hope you will be able 
to ſend me a favourable anſwer by the firſt opportunity, that I may accord- 
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Period II. ingly make uſe of it to get away, in caſe it is impoſſible for me by any other 
COT way, to avoid ſigning with the abbe alone, without diſobeying his majeſty's 
1716. commands, which as I ſhould look upon it to be the greateſt misfortune that 
can befall me, ſo I depend upon your lordſhip's kindneſs to ſecure me from it 
by the method I now propoſe, or any other you ſhall think fit; I am with 

the greateſt reſpeQ and affeQtion. | 
Your lordſhip will pardon the haſt and confuſion of this letter. I ſhall 
likewiſe in confidence deſire Mr. ſecretary Stanhope to aſk the king's leave for 

my returning home on account of my health. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND... 


Deſires lord Townſhend to obtain from the prince of Wales his permiſſion to re- 
turn to England on account of has ill health. 
| MY LORD, | Hague, October 16, 1916, 
Townſhend F Have been conftantly troubled with ſuch an ill ſtate of health ever fince I 
— came into this country, that I ſhould ſome time ago have deſired his royal 
highneſs's permiſſion to return into England for my recovery; but that I 
was willing to undergoe any inconveniency rather than make the leaſt ſtep by 
which I might ſeem to negleQ his majeſty's ſervice, while there was no other 
miniſter here. But now my lord Cadogan on account of whoſe abſence I 
was ſent hither is returned to his ſtation; I muſt entreat your lordſhip to re- 
preſent my caſe to his royal highneſs, that I may obtain his gracious leave 
to goe immediately home for my releife againſt the violent returns of the 
cholick which I am daily more tormented with. I am with the greateſt re- 
ſpect imaginable. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Is concerned that he is commanded to fign the treaty with France ſeparately 
from the States, after the ſolemn aſſurances he has given, and expreſſes his 
reſolution not to ſign. | NS 
| DEAR SIR, Hague, October 17, 1716, 
Harrington J Return you many thanks for the confidence of your private packets to 
TURES. lord Townſhend contained in your particular letter to me of the gth in- 
Private. ſtant; and I am concerned to ſee by it the dangers you apprehend from the 


ſudden and extraordinary conduct of the czar; but ſtill more, that thoſe ap- 
: prehen- 
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prehenſions ſhould have preſſed his majeſty ſo far as to engage you to come period II. 
to an agreement with the abbe du Bois, that my lord Cadogan and I ſhould 17140 1720. 
ſign with him ſeparately from the States as ſoon as he arrives here. Vou will 
find by our diſpatch, that we have not ſufficient powers for that purpoſe. I 
ſhall not enter at preſent into the reaſons pro and con relating to this matter, 
which in my opinion may prove a very fatall blow to the intereſt of England, 
and no real advantage to his majeſty's affairs even in the north; at leaſt not 
ſufficient to balance the inconveniencys of abandoning and diſobliging the 
States for ever. While the Imperial miniſters are at the ſame time outrageous, 
and ſhew no manner of diſpoſition either to ſettle the unexpected points of the 
barrier, or enter into an alliance with the ſtates, ſo that in a ſhort time we 
ſhall ſee the utmoſt confuſion in the Low-Countrys, which 1 am afraid this 

precipitated confidence in France will hardly remedy. 

You know that it is my real opinion to conclude this alliance with France; 
and I do in my conſcience think, the doing it in a proper manner with a joint 
concert and concurrence of our old and ſure friends is the moſt advantageous 
thing to Great Britain that was ever yet compaſſed; and the nation has infi- 
nite obligations to you in having ſucceeded ſo well in the negotiation with the 

 abbe. But when I ſaid that, I muſt own I am in the greateſt agony on ac- 
count of the laſt ſtep; and particularly in relation to the part that I have 
ated: having plighted to the States my faith, my honour, and my conſcience 
in his majeſty's name, that nothing of this nature ſhould be done, and if I 
ſhould afterwards ſign with the abbe in violation of theſe ſacred and ſolemn 
aſſurances, which I repeated but laſt Tueſday in a conference, I ſhould never 
be able to ſhew my ignominious head here again. And therefore I plainly ſee 
that this buſineſs in which I thought I ſhould have had ſome ſhare of credit, 
will end in my ruin: becauſe, altho' I ſhall ever think it the laſt misfortune to 
diſobey ſo good and gracious a ſovereign; yet I mult freely confeſs I had ra- 
ther ſtarve, nay dye, than doe a thing that gives ſuch a terrible wound to my 
honour and my conſcience, and will make me for ever incapable of ſerving 
the king any more, eſpecially in this place, where I have at preſent ſome lit- 
tle credit and intereſt. | 

If therefore notwithſtanding all that the penſionary and our friends here 
repreſented, and the ſentiments of the miniſters in England (who I believe 
by this time you will have found of a different opinion with you) it 1s his 
majeſty's command, that the agreement you have made with the abbe ſhould 
be executed, I muſt have recourſe to your friendſhip to gett me out of this 


? 2 matter 


1716. 
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matter without puſhing me to the extremity of not complying with the king's 
orders, ſhould we receive ſuch powers from England for that purpoſe. I have 
therefore wrote the encloſed letter to deſire the king's leave to return home 
for my health, which I leave to your diſcretion to lay before the king, or to 
uſe any other friendly way to deliver me from this violent ſituation. I have 
wrote to the fame effect to lord Townſhend, and I ſhall only add, that my 
caſe is particular; and my not ſigning can be no prejudice to the king's af- 
fairs. For lord Cadogan is readily diſpoſed by a letter he has received from 
M. Robethon to execute what you deſire; being ſenſible that he has never 
made the proteſtations I have made to the States, nor is by no means, as to 
his own particular, under theſe ſacred tyes and engagements that I have bound 
myſelf with to them. I muſt therefore earneſtly intreat, that if you have the 
leaſt kindneſs for me, to give me your afliſtance in this matter (for I can never 
conſent to doe what is required) and I ſhall look upon it as the greateſt 


obligation to him, that is with the greateſt friendſhip and affection, and ſhall 


Orford 
Papers. 


Private. 


ever be, dear fir, yours, &c. ' 

P. S. The abbe du Bois arrived here laſt night, and wal by all means 
ſee me, altho' it was 12 o'clock before I came home. I talked alone with 
him in great confidence, and let him know that my powers were not fufficient, 
but that we have writt for others. For God's ſake give me (I defire you 
once more) this mark of your friendſhip, as to prevent me from diſobliging 
the beſt of kings and maſters, if poſſible. Suppoſing inſtead of ſhewing the 
incloſed letter for my leave to return to England, you obtained his majeſty's 
conſent for me to go to Hanover, to give him a ſtate of affairs here relating 
to this treaty, and the conduct of the Imperial miniſters. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


The king expreſſes himſelf di diſſatisfied with Walpole, that he has not ſettled the 
ſums for the payment of the German, troops. —Stanhope endeavours to juſtify 
Robethon.—A4nd to ſhew the propriety of counteracting the views of the czar, 
who ſeems inclined to obtain poſſeſſion of Mecklenburgh. 
MY LORD, | Goehre, October 16, 1716. 


Y OU vill ſee by my hes letters the ſtate of things here; all endeavours 

have been uſed with Pruſſia, but hitherto to no purpole. Mr. Bernſtorf 
ſaid to day to one who told it me, that if the king were now in England the 
exigency of affairs here would make it neceſſary for him to. come over hither. 


I muſt 
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I muſt obſerve to you that as the king is now to make uſe of the troops of period II. 
Munſter and Saxe Gotha, he told me with ſome warmth that he has hitherto 1714 to 1720. 
been obliged to pay them himſelf, notwithſtanding what had been promiſed 
him in England, and that he had contracted for them at the requeſt of his 
council. I muſt therefore beg of you to preſs Mr. Walpole to have that 
matter ſettled. I have more reaſon to preſs this than I care to ſay to you, but 
I fear ſome people do ill offices to Walpole. I am about getting a man ſent 
to Sweden; there 1s reaſon to believe that the duke of Mecklenburg has ſigned 
a treaty with the czar to give up his country to him in exchange for Livonia 
and other tracts of country that way. Wiſhmar which is the ſtrongeſt town and 
' beſt fortified in Germany is at preſent garriſoned by fix battalions, two of the 
king's, two Danes, and two Pruffians. *Tis probable the czar will imme- 
diately inveſt that place, and God knows how far we may depend upon either 
of the auxiliary preſidarys; ſuch is the ſtupidity and knavery of both thoſe 
courts. | 

As for Robethon you know he is naturally impertinent and buſying him- 
ſelf, but at preſent the man does not certainly mean ill, and tho” he did, I do 
not think it would be proper to complain to the king of him at this time. I 
will endeavour to give him ſome advice, and ſhall, I believe, prevent his doing 
any hurt. 

The fale of land in St. Chriſtopher's or any method of helping in this ex- 
igency will be moſt acceptable. I believe it may not be impoſſible even to 
put this northern buſineſs in ſuch a light as may induce the parliament not to 
look upon it with indifference. If I miſtake not Cromwell, who underſtood 
very well the intereſt of England with reſpett to foreign powers, fitted out 
more than one fleet to the Baltick, with no other view than to ſecure, that in 
the treaties of peace to be made betwixt theſe northern potentates a freedom of 
trade to the Baltick ſhould be preſerved to all nations. He frequently offered 
conſiderable ſumms of money to the king of Sweden for Bremen. The Dutch 
have likewiſe heretofore thought themſelves very much concerned that a ba- 
lance of power ſhould be maintained in thoſe ſeas; I think therefore no time 
ſhould be loſt in trying to concert ſome meaſures with them. Tis certain 
that if the czar be lett alone three years, he will be abſolute maſter there. 


1716, 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Requeſis him to obtain permiſſion from the king that he may return to England, 
and avoid ſigning the treaty with France ſeparately from the States, after the 
ſolemn aſſurances he has given that no ſuch deſign was in agitation, 
DEAR SIR, Hague, October 20, 1716. | 
OU will ſee by the letters the meſſenger brings you from England the 
| ſentiments of your friends upon his majeſty's intentions that we ſhould 
ſign the treaty with the abbe without the ſtates, notwithſtanding which it being 
poſſible on account of the agreement you have ſign'd with that miniſter, that 
the king's orders may be renewed to us on that head, I muſt earneſtly repeat 
my inſtances to you, that you will uſe your utmoſt credit and intereſt with his 
majeſty to give me leave to return immediately into England, that I may have 
ſome pretext for not doing, what noe conſideration whatſoever can diſpoſe me 
to after the ſolemn engagements I am under both publickly and privately to the 
States and their miniſters here, that nothing of this kind ſhould be done; and I 
have by that means and upon that condition kept them from embroyling your 
negotiation at Hannover. I doe not pretend to make myſelfe a judge of his 


majeſty's reaſons for what you have done, and I ſhould have thought myſelf 


obliged in duty to obey them without the leaſt heſitation, were I not under theſe 
unfortunate circumſtances of ſacrificing by ſuch an act my honour and every 
thing that I think is realy valuable. My lord Cadogan is ſenſible that his caſe 
is not the ſame with mine, and therefore, if his majeſty perſiſts in his reſo- 
lution I dare ſay he will be ready to ſubmit to his royall pleaſure; and as all 
full powers to two miniſters contain a clauſe for their acting joyntly or ſepa- 
rately, his majeſty's commands may be executed without my concurring in it, 
which I can never doe. For I ſhall look upon it no better than declaring my- 
ſelf a villain under my own hand; and I ſhall therefore be for ever obliged to 
you if you can gett me ſafely out of this buſineſs. I hope I have had the hap- 
pineſs of living ſo long ſo well with you, that I may expect the favour to ſave 
me if poſſible from his majeſty's diſpleaſure : but I am reſolved at all hazards 
to preſerve that which no human power can take from me; I am with the 
greateſt reſpeQ and affection, &c. : 


HORACE 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO STEPHEN POYNTZ., Period II. 
1714 to 720. 


Expreſſes his earneſt hope that permiſſion of returning to England may be 
granted, as the only means of honourably getting out of his preſent dilemma ; 1716, 
and poſitively declares that he will ſacrifice his fortune and even life, rather 
than ſign the ſeparate treaty with France, —Cenſures the meaſures i in regard 
to Mecklenburgh. 


DEAR SIR, Hague, October 20, 1716; 


OU will perhaps have ſeen by my private letter of laſt poſt to lord Townſhend 
Townſhend the diſtration I am in on account of the orders we have re. Þ*P** 

ceived from Hannover to ſign with the abbe du Bois as ſoon as we have 
ſufficient powers to doe it, and I'm afraid that notwithſtanding his royal 
highneſs's and the opinion of the miniſtry in England, the agreement Mr. 
Stanhope has made with the abbe will diſpoſe the king to renew his orders to 
us to execute his commands. I therefore hope I ſhall by the firſt poſt, or at 
leaſt as ſoon as the full powers come from England, receive the prince's 
gracious permiſſion to return home purſuant to a letter 1 wrote to lord 
Townſhend for that purpoſe; that I may have a pretext to gett out of this 
violent dilemma, either of diſobliging the king, or of acting a part that I realy 
think will render me infamous for ever; and as my not ſigning can be no 
prejudice to his majeſty's affairs, ſince my lord Cadogan will be ſufficiently 
authoriſed, and is not in my unfortunate circumſtances, having never made 
the proteſtations I have done both publickly and in private. I hope a 
favourable interpretation will be put upon my actions, and that my lord 
Townſhend will, if no other way can gett me home, open the matter in the 
moſt tender manner to the prince for his indulgence ; for I muſt ingenuouſly 
confeſs to you that no conſideration whatſoever can make me comply. I will 
willingly give up my preſent and all future advantages; I will lay my patent 
of reverſion in the Weſt Indies, nay, even my life at his majeſty's feet ſooner 
than be guilty of an action which in me would be ſuch a one as I cannot 
name. I have wrote again to Mr. ſecretary Stanhope to the ſame purpoſe, 
and have earneſtly deſired his and lord Sunderland's favour and protection 
to obtain the king's leave for my going home. Lord Cadogan is fo ſenſible 
of the hardſhip I am under on this occaſion, that he has wrote to lord 
Sunderland in the hanſomeſt manner in my favour, for which I ſhall ever 
think myſelf obliged to him. My humble reſpects to lord Townſhend, with 
my repeated inſtances to him to give me this laſt mark of his affection by 

| ſending 
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ſending for me home. I am under ſo great a concern, untill the fate of this 
matter is over, that it is impoſſible for me to think of any thing elſe, ſoe that 
I muſt acknowledge by you the favour of his lordſhip's letter of the 5th 
inſt. O. S. and ſend by you my affeQionate congratulations to his lordſhip 
upon my ſiſter's being ſo happily deliver'd of a ſon. I am, with the greateſt 
fincerity, 8c. | 7: 

P. S. October 21. Lord Cadogan and I having been in conference 
yeſterday with the Imperial miniſters from fix in the afternoon till twelve at 
night, had not time to diſpatch our letters till this morning, when a meſſenger 
arrived from Hannover with repeated orders to us to ſign with the abbe, and 
the only reaſon that I find for it is, leaſt the czar ſhould become maſter of 
the nobility of Mecklenbourgh. I can't for my life ſee the connection between 
our immediate ſigning and that affair, or why the whole ſyſtem of affairs in 


Europe, eſpecially in relation to the intereſt of England, muſt be entirely 


Walpole 
Papers. 


ſubverted on account of Mecklenbourgh. God knows what vill be the con- 
ſequence of ſuch politicks; but I lay that aſide; being ſenſible that it is not 
for me to judge of his majeſty's reaſons for theſe proceedings; and that I 
am in duty bound to execute his commands, which I would readily doe, were 


I not under ſuch ſolemn engagements to the contrary in this caſe, that my 
honour and conſcience can never diſpenſe with. 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


The prince of Wales and lord Townſhend acknowledge the inconvenience of 
ſigning the ſeparate treaty with France without the States, yet the prince 
cannot venture to grant permiſſion to return.— Lord Townſhend hopes that 
the neceſſary delays in preparing and forwarding the full powers will enable 
the States to fign at the ſame time, — Objects to his removing from the Hague, 


but thinks that he may find excuſes for not ſigning. 


SIR, Hampton Court, October 9—20, 1716, 


M lord Townſhend being very buſy has commanded me to acknowledge 

your private letters of the 14th and 16th October. You will have ſeen 
by his lordſhip's late diſpatches, that the prince as well as he is entirely of 
your opinion as to the inconveniencys that are to be apprehended from 
ſigning this treaty ſeperately ; and his lordſhip owns, if it were his own caſe, he 
ſhould be under pretty much the ſame difficulties as you, but he thinks you 
cannot well decline the king's poſitive commands, at leaſt no relief is to be 


obtained 
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obtained againſt them from hence, neither does it depend on his royal high- Period II. 


neſs to permit you to come over for the recovery of your health. But 2714191720. 


conſidering that the neceſſary forms of preparing the inſtrument of your full 
powers, cannot be got over till Friday or Saturday next, after which the 
winds may detain it on this fide the water for ſome days longer, his lordſhip 
hopes that you will not be putt under the difficulty you apprehend, but on 
the contrary that the preſſing inſtances of the king, as they owe their riſe to 
the exigency of the northern affairs, and not to any deſign of lighting the 
States, will have the good effect to bear down the tedious formalities of their 
government, and to bring the States to ſign at the ſame time with lord 
, Cadogan and you. The full powers will run conjunctim vel ſeperatim, ſo that 
if you think it abſolutely neceſſary to decline ſigning, you may find excuſes 
without removing from the Hague, which would make too much eclat, and 
might do you great diſſervice with his majeſty as well as ſome with the prince, 
whoſe good graces you certainly poſſeſs at preſent. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Sends intercepted correſpondence from count Gyllenburg, proving the intentions 


of the king of Sweden to invade England. —Regrets that the king will not 
attempt to procure the ſtadtholderſhip for himſelf. 
SIR, Hampton Court, Friday, October 12—23, 1716, 

I Am very glad to ſee by yours of the 12th inſtant, N. S. that the abbe du 

Bois received ſo well the inſinuations you made him in relation to the 
affairs of the north. 

You will find the incloſed letters very curious; that from count Gyllen- 
burg to baron Gortz is decyphered, but there has not been time enough to 
gett the baron's anſwer decyphered here; our man ſays it is a new cypher, 
and if you can gett it decyphered, I beg you would ſend me a copy of it. 
You will ſee in count Gyllenberg's letter, his notions of the regent and of 
the part he is likely to take in the affairs of the north; what he ſays of the 
king's being to make France for the future of the ſame uſe with regard 
to the empire, that Sweden has been ever ſince the treaty of Munſter, is ſo 
ridiculous that nothing but his paſſion and his malice to the king could make 
him ſuggeſt ſuch nonſenſe. The latter part of his letter confirms all we have 


ever ſuſpetted as to his correſponding with the diſaffeQed here, and his ſaying 
VOL, II. PART I. Q that 
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Period IT. that money will not be wanting to compleat his ſcheme, ſhews plainly that he 


1714 to 1720. 
— 


1716. 


has had large offers from the party, and that they are determined to try once 
more their fortune if the king of Sweden vill aſſiſt them with troops. Count 
Gyllenberg has paſſed moſt of this ſummer with Ceſar, a creature of lord 
Oxford's, in Hertfordſhire. How far the king of Sweden will engage in 
theſe ſchemes time only can diſcover; but the weak and low condition to- 
which the Danes are reduced, and the preſent views and behaviour of the 
czar may, for ought I know, make him think that he has now an opportunity 
of indulging what ſeems to be his darling paſſion, revenge upon the king; and: 
for my own part I muſt freely own to you, that I think the unfortunate turn 
the northern affairs have taken, has putt the king under ſome difficulties at 
home, as well as very great ones abroad. For the czar's behaviour has made 
all meaſures which might have been taken towards farther reducing the king 
of Sweden dangerous and almoſt impracticable; ſo that the king will be 
obliged to guard equally againſt the views of both, which cannot in my poor 
opinion be done, but by making ſuch an augmentation of his. troops in 
Germany as may lett the czar ſee he intends to maintain that authority and 
influence he ought to have in the north. Such a ſtep would revive and. 
hearten Denmark, and ſecure the king of Pruſſia (who as I am certainly in- 
formed leans to the czar only through fear) and conſequently make the king 
once more maſter of affairs in thoſe parts, provided ſuch precautions are 
taken at the ſame time in England as may ſhew the king of Sweden that any 
attempt upon this country muſt end in his confuſion. | 

Mr. Walpole ſent me the ſame intelligence as he did to you in relation to 
the choice of a ſtadtholder, and I am very much concerned to find by your 
letter that his majeſty will not think of procuring that dignity for himſelf. I 
am however of opinion there will as yet be no occaſion for his majeſty's 
coming to a poſitive reſolution on that head; the beſt advices I can get from 
Holland aſſuring me, that the beſt intentioned and leading members of the 
States, and even ſome who are thought to favour in general the office of 
ſtadtholder, do not think this a remedy proper to be propofed at this time, 
but on the contrary have drawn up a plan by which they hope more effectually 
to obviate the diforders and confuſions they now labour under, than they 
could even by the choice of a ſtadtholder at this junfture ; ſo that were his 


| majeſty inclined to undertake the procuring that dignity to himſelf, this 


would be by no means a proper opportunity to attempt it ; for the States will 
| nor 
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wot; I am perſuaded, be brought to chooſe a ſtadtholder till their affairs are Period II. 
1714 to 1720. 
come to greater extremities, and till they find other ſchemes and experiments 
ineffectuall. 
My brother Walpole being in Norfolk I cannot ſend you his opinion as to 
the poſſibility of finding a ſumm for this ſervice; but the revenue in England 
cConſiſting as you know but of two branches, one of which, the parliamentary i 
ſubſidies, is wholely appropriated to particular ſervices, this matter lyes within i 
a very narrow compals, and I fear whenever any attempt of this kind is to be 1 
made, the money muſt come out of the civil liſt. I have already by his } 
royal highneſs's commands ſent inſtructions to Mr. Walpole at the Hague to | 
do all he can to hinder the prince of Heſſe from being advanced to that | | 
dignity, and I am perſuaded he will find no great difficulty in defeating that ( 
attempt, ſhould that prince's friends think fitt to try their ſtrength, which I 
can ſcarce imagine they will at preſent, 


1716. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, | fi 


Juſtifie the conduct of Walpole in not venturing to appropriate any ſum | { 
for the payment of the German troops. —Expreſſes his concern that both | | 
himſelf and Walpole are expoſed to evil ſuggeſtions. —Mentions their ſervices, 
and hints at his reſignation.—Boaſts of the good effects which already reſult 
from the alliance with France. Objects to the proſecution of the conteſt 
with Ruſſia.—Ts of opinion that the parhament will never approve it.— 
Imputes Bothmar”s s malicious inſinuations to the rage of diſappointed 
avarice. 


SIR, Hampton Court, Tueſday, October 16—27, 1716. 


J Have received as favour of your private letter of the 16th inſt. N. S. and Orford and 
am ſorry to find his majeſty ſhould have ſpoken to you with ſome warmth 2 2 

concerning the payment of the Munſter and Saxe Gotha troops. My brother — 

Walpole is at preſent in Norfolk, ſo that 1 cannot ſend you his thoughts 9288 

as to the practicableneſs of finding ſome expedient for paying thoſe troops 

before a parliamentary proviſion is made for them ; but being able to charge 

my own memory with the particular circumſtances which have hitherto 

hindered that payment, I muſt beg leave to give you a ſhort deduction of that 


matter, leaving it to you to trouble his majeſty with as much or as little of it 
as you ſhall think proper. 


Q 2 | You 
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You muſt, I am perſuaded, remember as well as I, that upon the pretender”s 
landing in Scotland, no one imagining he would have engaged in ſuch an 
undertaking without foreign aſſiſtance, the parliament gave the king un- 
limited power to raiſe what number of men he ſhould think fitt for the de- 
fence of the kingdom, and farther the lords of the Cabinet Council, his 
majeſty being preſent, did unanimouſly adviſe and defire him to ſecure and 
take into his ſervice a body of troops from abroad, and orders were accordingly 
given to the king's German miniſters to hire the troops above-mentioned. 
The precipitate retreat of the pretender having afterwards made it unneceſſary 
for his majeſty to encreaſe the number of troops within the kingdom was as 
intended, and it being thereupon judged adviſeable for his majeſty to mention 
to the parliament this inſtance of the good uſe made of the truſt repoſed in 
him, it was thought very inconſiſtent after ſuch a ſtep to retain a body of 
foreign forces in pay; accordingly orders were given for ſtopping the con- 
ventions with Munſter and Saxe Gotha, in caſe they were not finally con- 
cluded. But thoſe orders coming too late, it happened that the treaties were 
(according to the report of Meſſrs. Bernſtorf and Bothmar) actually ſigned ; 
however we were aſſured that. in confideration of the troops not being made 
uſe of, endeavours ſhould be uſed to gett a new convention, by which part of 
the charge ſhould be mitigated, which convention I am told has ſince been 
perfected. Theſe firſt treaties did not come over till late in the ſeſſion, while 
my brother Walpole lay ſo ill that his life was deſpaired of, and as ſoon as 
ever he recovered Meſſrs. Bernſdorf and Bothmar and I had a conference 
with him about ſettling this affair in order to the laying the ſaid treaties before 
the parliament that the neceſſary proviſion might be made for this ſervice. 
But upon peruſal of the papers brought us by Meſſrs. Bernſdorf and 
Bothmar we found they were only copys of the treaties, and that the originals 
were not ſent over. This made it impracticable to have them laid before the 
houſe of commons, to whom either the original conventions or authentick 
copies atteſted by one of the ſecretaries of ſtate muſt always be produced; 
beſides which, one of theſe conventions was drawn in ſuch looſe terms as 
ſeem'd to imply that if the troops were not demanded within a certain time, 
the agreement was void, which however Meſſrs. Bernſdorf and Bothmar 
aſſured us was not the intent and meaning of it. For theſe reaſons it was 
judged improper to bring this matter before the parliament at that time for 
fear the want of an authentick inſtrument, and the looſe wording of the treaty 
ſhould have given a handle for putting a negative on this demand, and 


thereby 
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thereby have precluded us from ever bringing it into the houſe again; and 
it was agreed to defer moving that matter till the new conventions could be 
finiſhed, and authentick atts of them be got ready to lay before the parliament, 
which conventions were not perfected and ſent hither till ſince the end of the 
ſeſſion. So that the ſooneſt this money can be paid in a regular way will be 
ſome time after the opening of the next ſeſſion ; but if it is the king's pleaſure 
ſome extraordinary method ſhould be found out for furniſhing this ſumm 
immediately, I own freely to you, were I in Mr. Walpole's caſe, I ſhould 
expe& his majeſty's commands for laying that matter at leaſt before the 
Cabinet Council; it being in my opinion too great a weight for Mr. Walpole 
to take upon himſelf. 

In the mean time it 1s a very melancholy lenden that our beſt endeavours 
for his majeſty's ſervice are liable to be thus interpreted; and I am ſorry I 
have this occaſion to be confirmed in my opinion, that no ſervices which 
Mr. Walpole, or you, or I, can ever render to his majeſty, will be ſufficient 
to ſcreen and ſupport us againſt the falſe and malicious ſuggeſtions of our 
enemies. The ſucceſs with which our endeavours have hitherto been crowned 
is ſuch, as it would look like vanity even to mention, and ſince the only aim 
of my ambition and the reward of all my labours is now attained by ſeeing 
his majeſty firmly ſeated in the throne; I can ſtruggle no longer againſt the 
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difficulties which our enemies about the king create us every day, and ſhall 


therefore moſt earneſtly beg leave to reſign my employment and to retire into 
the country as ſoon as the king returns, and his majeſty may depend upon 
my not behaving myſelf in the manner others have done after quitting his 
ſervice. But I ſhall, I hope, by the ſteadineſs of my conduct, and by doing 
the dutys of a good ſubjeC in a private ſtation, efface thoſe ill impreſſions 
which have been given him of me. 

The good effects which already begin to appear from the proſpe& of a 


treaty with France will, I hope, convince every body, that I was not miſtaken 


in my notions with regard to that alliance; the preſent ſituation of his majeſty's 
affairs here being more proſperous than the moſt ſanguine of his ſervants 
could have expetted or imagined, and the publick credit is higher than ever 
was known. By which means an opportunity may certainly be taken in par- 
liament this winter of reducing all public intereſt to 5 per cent. whereby a 
fund will be gained out of the preſent intereſt of near 800,0007. per ann. to- 
wards ſinking the debt, which ſumm well managed will in a ſmall number of 
years clear all we owe; and this may be done without the leaſt breach of 
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faith or publick credit, or burthening the people with any new tax, provided 
nothing 1 intervenes that may bring a diſreputation on his majeſty's adminiſtra- 
tion, or that ſhall look like engaging the nation in a new war. 

The miſerable and diftrated condition into which the northern affairs are 
plunged gives the diſcontented and enemies of the king's government hopes, 
that they may be able to raiſe ſome diſturbances in parliament on that head, 
which they flatter themſelves may be managed ſo as to affect the king's affairs 
in general; and indeed I cannot but own their expectations in this particular 
to be better founded and their ſchemes more wiſely laid than they uſe to be. 
You will ſee by the intercepted letters the part count Gillenberg is to take 
in this ſcene; Mr. Lechmere and ſome other whigs, as I am credibly in- 
formed, are to take their ſhare; and your humble ſervant, and yourſelf, are 
perſonally to ſuffer in this attack, ho God knows we have had no direction in 
all this northern quarrell, However be that as it will, whilſt we carry a 
muſket, we muſt do our duty without murmur or complaint ; and that we may 
do it in the beſt manner for the king's ſervice, I muſt beg leave to ſay a word 
or two to you upon that part of your letter, where you ſay you do not think 
it impoſſible even to ſet this northern buſineſs in ſuch a light, as may induce 
the parliament not to look on it with indifference; and you alledge the ex- 
pence England was in at Cromwell's time, in fitting out a fleet for preſerving 
the balance of the north. 

I perfealy agree with you, that England as well as the reſt of Europe, ever 
had and always muſt have a great intereſt in the preſervation of the ballance 
of the north, and yet I cannot help being of opinion, that if the northern 


affairs were brought into parliament by his majeſty's order upon the foot 


they now ſtand, his majeſty would be ſo far from obtaining any aſſiſtance on 
that head, that there would be great danger from ſuch a ſtep of ruining his 
credit and influence in both houſes. The arguments for maintaining a 
ballance in the north will be turned againſt all that has been doing ever 
fince the ſiege of Stralſund; and they will tell us, I fear, that had the intended 
deſcent ſucceeded in the way, and with the troops deſigned for that expedition, 
the balance of the north had been effectually ruined, and the czar made 
maſter of all the trade of the Baltick. And I do not remember that I ever 
was furniſhed with any other anſwers to what may be ſaid on this ſubjeQ, 
among all the wiſe reaſonings you and I have heard, but that the czar's ſon is 
a mere Muſcovite, and is to ruin all his father has done in a very little while 
after the czar's death, who to make the ſcheme a little more tolerable was 

| allo 
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alſo ſuppoſed to be in a very languiſhing condition. But the ſcene being Period II. 


ſince a great deal changed, 1 ſuppoſe by ſupporting the balance of the north, 
it is now meant both againſt the czar and Sweden; and I doubt very much 
whether any ſcheme of that kind can be diſplayed in fuch colours as to invite 
the parliament to engage in it. For beſides the difficulties our trade muſt lye 
under, ſhould we actually break with the czar, the expence neceſſary to 
ſupport ſuch a ſcheme will be an inſuperable reaſon with the parliament 
never to come into it. The expecting therefore any money from the par- 
liament towards carrying on that war is a mere deluſion, and can end in no- 
thing but breaking the king's friends amongſt themſelves, ruining the publick 


credit, and preventing us from getting into a method of paying the nation's 


debts. Could indeed the States and the regent or court of Vienna be pre- 
vailed upon to form in concert with his majeſty a plan or project of a peace 
for the north, and at the ſame time to enter into meaſures with his majeſty 
to force the contending parties to accept of the terms ſo offered, the parliament 
might upon ſuch a foundation give ſomething towards enabling the king to pay 
his proportion of the expence; but the States have hitherto been ſo averſe 
from meddling in thoſe affairs, that I fear there is little hopes of their engaging 
in them at preſent. 

1 find all the king's ſervants here are of opinion that the moſt we can 
expect from the parliament this ſeſſion is two ſhillings in the pound, and the 
malt, which together make one million and a half; with this, allowing for 
10,000 ſeamen, we may I believe keep near 20,000 land forces, ſo that you 
ſee upon this foot the utmoſt aſſiſtance that is to be expected from hence as to 
the affairs of the north, is a ſquadron of ſhips. I am, &c. 

P. S. I am very ſure that all theſe malicious infinuations to Walpole's and 
our prejudice ariſe from Bothmar, who has every day ſome infamous project 
or other on foot to get money ; and his diſappointments in theſe particulars are 
what he cannot bear, having nothing in his view but raiſing a vaſt eftate to 
himſelf; and therefore he will never be ſatisfied till he has got the Miniſtry 
and Treaſury into ſuch hands as will ſatiate his avarice, at the expence of the 
king's credit, intereſt and ſervice. 
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—— Praiſes Secretary Stanhope.—The northern affairs ſeem in a better train. — 


1716, Hints at the good effefts of the king's return. 
MY LORD, | Gohre, October 26, N.S. 1716, 

Townſhend Y OUR lordſhip will receive by this courier, from Mr. Stanhope, copies of 
— the abbe du Bois's letters to him, and of the orders the king has ſent to 
his miniſters at the Hague; they are the only ones could be given on this 
occaſion and which muſt bring this affair to a concluſion, either by the ſigning 
the treaty, or obliging the French to ſhew the whole world, that it's they that 
break, and nott the king. Mr. Stanhope has manag'd this buſineſs with the 
utmoſt pains and dexterity, and has brought it ſo far to bear, that which ever 
way it turns the king muſt be the gainer. The affairs of the czar, ſeem to 
take a better turn, which will very much conduce towards that which all 
honeſt men wiſh, the king's return to England, which is of ſo vaſt importance 
to the being of the king's government, that whither it be ſome weeks ſooner, 
or later is of ſmall conſideration, to the main thing of his return, though no 

doubt the ſooner it is the better. I am ever, with great truth and reſpe&. 


THE EARL OF SUNDERLAND TO LORD TOWNSHEND, 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


States the opinion of the lords of the council on the beſt means to prevent an in- 
vaſion from Sweden, and to co-operate with the czar, —Mentions the heads of 
buſineſs to be laid before parliament, and ſubmits to the king, if he continues 
at Hanover, the propriety of inveſting the prince of Wales with diſcretionary 
power, — Horace Walpole appointed by the prince to convey this diſpatch for 
the explanation of the points therein ſpecified. | 


MY LORD, | Whitehall, Nov. 2, 1716. 
Townſhend HIS royall highneſs being returned from Hampton Court on Saturday laſt, 
2 and ſeveral of the lords being come to town, Mr. ſecretary Methuen 
Draught, and I had by his royal highneſs's command a meeting on Sunday at the duke 
of Devonſhires with my lord chancellor, the dukes of Devonſhire and Bolton, 
lord Orford, and lord Parker, to conſider, purſuant to the king's orders, what 
heads of buſineſs might be proper and neceſſary to be laid before the parlia- 
ment, in order to tranſmitt the ſame to his majeſty for his approbation. We 
began by communicating to them the encloſed copies of intercepted corre- 


ſpondence 
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ſpondence between the Sweediſh miniſters, ſome pieces of which, that are Period II. 
1714 to 1720. 
, . : — — 
contents of thoſe letters, of the preſent diſpoſition of the king of Sweden, 


very materiall, you have not yet ſeen; and upon mature conſideration of the 


and of the diſunion which prevails among the northern allies, the lords were 
all unanimouſly of opinion, that it is of the utmoſt conſequence to the ſafety 
of the nation, that all poſſible precautions ſhould be taken both at Hanover 
and in England, to put it out of the power of Sweden to execute the deſign 
framed by count Gyllenborg and the jacobites. As to what can be done abroad 
towards diverting the Sweediſh forces, and finding them full employment in 
their own country, nothing appears to the lords more effectuall and deſireable 
for that purpoſe, than cloſing with the propoſal lately made by the czar, tranſ- 
mitted hither by fir John Norris, and mentioned in your letter of the 31 inſt. 
of October, for making a deſcent from Finland next ſpring, which, eſpecially if 
ſeconded by a deſcent on Schonen at the ſame time, will in the opinion of the 
lords give the king of Sweden his hands full of buſineſs, and put him out of 
a condition to ſpare any forces towards ſupporting the cauſe of the pretender, 
For which reaſon, they think his majeſty will be juſtified to all mankind, if in 
order to avert this blow, and to reſcue his kingdoms from the viſible danger 
to which at preſent they ſtand expoſed, he engages immediately to ſend into 
the Baltick next year a ſquadron of men of war ſufficient to cover the pro- 
jetted deſcent from Finland; the ſaid ſquadron being inſiſted on by the czar 
as a condition neceſſary to render that attempt prafticable. The lords are 
indeed unanimouſly of opinion, that confidering the obſtinacy and inveteracy 
of the king of Sweden, the poverty and weakneſs of the court of Denmark, 


the treachery and corruption of Pruſſia, and the little probability there is of 


any cordiall and effettuall aſſiſtance from the emperor at this juncture; there 
is ſcarce any proſpet left of the king's extricating himſelf out of the difficul- 
ties into which northern affairs have plunged him, without coming to a better 
underſtanding with the czar: and ſince that prince has already gained ſuch footing 
as makes it impoſſible for the king at this time to force him to ſuch terms as 
might perhaps be moſt for the intereft and peace of the empire, they are hum- 
bly of opinion, that his majeſty's ſervice requires, that the czar ſhould at this 
juncture rather be indulged in ſome particulars than irritated to ſuch a degree, 
as may tempt him to throw himſelf entirely into the notions and ſchemes of the 
court of Pruſſia, and perhaps of that of France. It is therefore their humble 

Opinion that all gentle methods ſhould be employed towards perſuading him 
to purſue vigorouſly his views againſt Sweden, and ſuch encouragement given 
VOL. Il, PART 11, 1 him 
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Period II. him, as the preſent ſituation of his majeſty's affairs here will admitt of, which 


1714 t01720 
— — 


1716. 


certainly require the ſending a ſquadron to the Baltick the next year. As to 
the continuing a detachment of the preſent ſquadron in thoſe ſeas during the 
winter, his royal highneſs having referred that propoſal to the admiralty, has 
received from them the incloſed report, by which you will ſee the lords of the 
admiralty are of opinion, that a detachment wintering in the Baltick will ruin 
the ſhips without being of ſervice to his majeſty's affairs. 

The lords having conſidered in the next place the precautions neceſſary to 
be taken in England upon the preſent proſpe& of affairs, are of opinion, that 
the whole force both at ſea and land, which is now on foot, ſhould for the pre- 


ſent be kept up. But the nation is ſo ſett upon reducing the forces, and upon 


eaſing themſelves of the burthen of taxes, that it is feared the parliament will 
not eaſily be brought to continue the whole force now on foot, or to grant 
more than two ſhillings in the pound and the malt; and therefore the lords 
deſire to receive his majeſty's particular ſentiments and directions on this im- 
portant affair, and beg leave to offer it as their humble opinion, that if his 
majeſty cannot be here in perſon, it will be abſolutely neceſſary for his ſer- 
vice, that he would be pleaſed to give a diſcretionary power to his royal high- 
neſs, and to thoſe who have the honour of ſerving his majeſty here to conduct 
this matter in parliament in ſuch manner, as they ſhall think moſt proper for 
bringing it to a happy iſſue. It being as much impoſſible to foreſee what may 
ariſe in either houſe on a queſtion of this nature, as it will be to wait his ma- 
jeſty's particular inſtructions from Hanover, upon every ſudden incident which 
may be thrown in the way to obſtrutt his majeſty's ſervice. 

The other heads of buſineſs, which the lords had under their deliberation, 
and which they think abſolutely neceſſary to be brought before the parliament 
this ſeſſion, were, the putting the public debts in a method of payment, the aſ- 
ſerting and ſtrengthening the ſupremacy of the crown over the clergy, and the 
better regulating of the univerſities, lord Oxford's trial and a generall a& of 
indemnity. As to the putting the public debts in ſome method of payment 
they look upon it as neceflary to the very being of the nation; and Mr, 
Walpole has a ſcheme to offer for this purpoſe, which he flatters himſelf will 
give univerſall ſatisfaction, but he being not yet returned out of the country, 
we could not enter into the detail of that particular. 

The archbiſhop has deſired, that he and ſome of the biſhops may have a 
meeting with the lord chancellor and ſome other lords to prepare heads of a bill 


for aſſerting the ſupremacy, and for better regulating the clergy and the two 
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univerſitys. With reſpe to lord Oxford's trial, the lords are of opinion, that Period Il. 
the charge of high treaſon ſhould be dropped, it being very certain that there T 
is not ſufficient evidence to convift him of that crime, but that he ſhould be 1716. 
puſhed with all poſſible vigour upon the point of miſdemeanour, without 
which, it is certain that the beſt intentioned of his majeſty's ſubjetts will be ſo 
broken and diſunited, as not to be able to carry on the publick ſervice any 
more this parliament. The act of indemnity, their lordſhips all agree to be 
abſolutely neceſſary for quieting and compoſing the minds of the nation, and 
they think the propereſt time for bringing it in will be towards the cloſe of the 
ſeſſion. | 7 

I) be laſt thing their lordfhips had under conſideration was, what time it 
would be proper for the parliament to meet to do buſineſs. They humbly 
conceive that the ſooner this can be, the better, and that the utmoſt limit to 
which the opening of the ſeſſion can conveniently be defer'd, will be to the 
end of the Chriſtmaſs holydays; all which they deſire may be entirely ſub- 
mitted to his majeſty's conſideration; and they make bold to repeat it as their 
humble opinion, that in the conducting ſo many important affairs through the 
difficulties incident to all popular aſſemblies, and more particularly increaſed 
by the unhappy diviſions under which this nation labours, it will be impoſſi- 
ble for them to ſucceed or even to carry on the ſeſſion without frequent and 
long interruptions, unleſs his majeſty thinks proper to truſt his royal highneſs 
with a diſcretionary power to which they may have recourſe for extricating 
the ſervice out of unforeſeen difficulties, and for accommodating their con- 
duct from time to time to the ſeveral variations of circumſtances that may 
ariſe, which can hardly be communicated, much leſs be provided for at a 
diſtance. It being thought neceſſary to pitch upon ſomebody to carry this 
diſpatch, who might be able explain any of the points contained in it, his 
royal highneſs has been pleaſed to appoint Mr. Horace Walpole, who was 
therefore preſent at the meeting of the lords, that he might by hearing what 

| paſſed, be enabled to give his majeſty the moſt exact information of the ſenti- 
ments of his ſervants on the preſent ſtate of affairs. 
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1716. Aſſures him of the king's attachment. Seems to cenfure Walpole for not per- 
forming his promiſe made to the king. Eæpreſſes himſelf diſſatisfied with his 
on continuance in office. 
MY LORD, Goehrde, Nownber 6, 1716, 

Townſhend J Am to acknowledge the honour of your letter of the 12th and 16th of 
— Odober. I do not yet know whether baron Gortz's letter will be de- 
Private. cyphered, but if it be, I will not fail to ſend you a copy of it. I think there 
is no reaſon to doubt from the king of Sweden's temper, but that he may be 
prevailed upon to undertake any thing. I have laid before his majeſty all 
theſe intercepted letters, and have communicated to him good part of the 
contents of both your lordſhip's of the dates above- mentioned. I think the 
latter of them is come very ſeaſonably; for the king being upon the point to 
| take his final reſolution touching his holding the ſeſſion of parliament in perſon 
or not; it hath given me an opportunity to ſhew his majeſty, that his ſervants 
| in England did not think it poſſible to carry thoſe things in parliament, which 
ſeem abſolutely neceſſary, unleſs countenanced and ſupported by his preſence. 
| I very believe this will determine him to take the reſolution we all wiſh, 
| | | and that his preſence will enable us to deal with Mr. Lechmere and his 
| followers. It was never imagined, that any ſupply ſhould be aſked of the 
parliament, immediately, on account of the northern affairs: but it will cer- 
tainly become the parliament to addreſs the king to form in concert with 
| ſuch other powers, as your lordſhip names, ſuch alliances, in order to force a 
| good peace there, as ſhall be judged neceſſary, and to promiſe the parliament's 
| ſupport for ſuch engagements; otherwiſe I know not what miniſter can make 
a ſtep with ſafety towards forming any plan. Whether the diſbanding forces, 
while theſe matters are pending, will enable the king to treat with advantage, 

I beg may be conſidered. 
| Since my laſt to your lordſhip, I have had two conferences with general 
* Victor Schulemburgh, the king of Sicily's“ miniſter, by whom I perceive that his maſter 
Amadeus. Hill think himſelf very happy, if the king can ſecure his peace with the emperor 
at the expence of Sicily: ſo that we may boldly offer Sicily to the emperor, and 
may, I hope, ſecure his aſſiſtance for theſe northern affairs, which I muſt own 
have, in my opinion, fo near a connexion with England, that I think we muſt 
look after them. If a ſmall part of the money, which will accrue by the re- 
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duction of intereſt, ſhould for one year or two, be employed to ſettle things in Period II. 
the north, ſo as that neither our trade nor indeed our country ſhould have any Lee 
attempt to fear from thence; I cannot but think this parliament will very 1516. 
readily come into it, eſpecially, after the great things that have been done, and the 
care they will ſee hath been taken to ſecure them againſt a war with France, 
which is the only power that can endanger us or occaſion a great expence. 

I have repreſented therefore to the king, the ſentiments expreſſed in your 
letter on this head, as proceeding from the apprehenſions you were under of 
difficulties, in caſe his majeſty ſhould not come in perſon to give life and vi- 
gour to all his buſineſs. You may imagine I ſaid nothing of that part of your 
letter where you talked of laying down: for if you knew how thoroughly well 
the king thinks of your lordſhip, and how often he upon all occaſions ex- 
preſſes it, I am ſure you would not have ſaid it yourſelf. It is very likely 
that Bothmar may have done ill offices to Mr. Walpole: but the king upon 
that ſubje& tells me, that he ſpoke himſelf with Mr. Walpole about it before 
he left England. It is very poſſible the king and Mr. Walpole might miſtake 
one another. But the king ſays, he did apprehend, that Mr. Walpole 
had told him a way would be found to pay that money: he ſays he hath in fact 
advanced the money. I do therefore beg, that Mr. Walpole and you will 
think of this matter. If it be neceſſary that I write a letter to be laid before 
the cabinet council, let him tell me in what manner he would have me 
write, and I will immediately fend a letter, if he would have it, and do every 
thing that he and you will let me know of for your ſervice. The concern I 
have for him makes me wiſh moſt earneſtly, that he will find ſome way to 
make this matter eaſy, which may, and will otherwiſe, give his enemies an 
opportunity of hurting him. I am ſure J have ſtaid in this office much longer 
than I would have done, for your fake and his; and whenever we are to go out 
of place, let it not be upon ſuch a foot, that the king ſhall ſay Mr. Walpole 
bath promiſed ſuch a thing, and that Mr. Walpole ſhall ſay otherwiſe. I 
vent my thoughts very freely to you, and will do fo, while I am in buſi- 
neſs. You will eaſily believe me, when I tell you, that conſidering the 


preſent ſituation I am in, I do not wiſh that may be long. In all ſtates and 
conditions I ſhall ever be, &c. 
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Nen SECRETARY STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 
* Severely cenſures the conduct of lord Townſhend, and accuſes him of purpoſely 
i delaying, from motives of jealouſy, the ſignature of the treaty with France, — 
Requeſted the king*s permiſſion to reſign the ſeals. —Deſires lord Townſhend 
to explain his conduct, and to write in French, that the king may read the 
original. 
MY LORD, | | Goehre, November 11, 1716, 
Harrington 12 ettẽ tres ſurpris par plus d'une raiſon d'apprendre par la dẽpèche de my 
Papers. lord Cadogan du zue. de Nov. le nouvel incident qui arrete a preſent la ſigna- 
ture du traite a la Haye, outre I'inquietude que nous peut cauſer l'apprehen- 
ſion de quelque mauvaiſe foi du cote de la France, je vous avoueray que je 
ſuis inquiet pour une raiſon qui me touche de plus pres. La forme noevelle du 
plein pouvoir, que Pon a envoyẽ a my lord Cadogan me fait croire, que ce n'eſt 
pas ſans deſſein que l'on s' eſt ecarte de la route commune, et des formes conſtam- 
ment uſitẽes en dreſſant des pleins pouvoirs pour les traites particuliers, que l'on 
a en vue. Dans votre lettre du 28 0e. de Sept. Ecrite à la veritẽ avant que je 
vous euſſe fait part de ma ſignature par ordre du roy avec M. Pabbe du Bois 
fo ogg vous deconſeillez la ſignature avecla France * * *# * #*, Dans 
egible. 


cette mème lettre vous marquiez que le plein pouvoir qu'avoit M. Walpole 


Etoit ſuffiſant pour l'autorizer a ſigner. Dans une lettre du 2 d' Oct. vous 
reconnoiſſez que les pouvoirs qu'avoit M. Walpole n'eſtoient point ſuffiſants. 
Cette variation, et le delay qui s'eſt enſuivi d' envoyer un autre plein pouvoir, 
la conduite de M. Walpole dans cette affaire, l'affectation d'eviter dans ce 
nouveau plein pouvoir d'y mettre quoyque ce ſoit, qui puiſſe paroitre 
avoir la moindre relation au traité en queſtion, le deſaveu qui ſemble Ctre 
intimé dans la lettre de M. Methuen du 16e. OR. de ce qu'on a limite 
dans l'article quatrieme du traité, la largeur des vaiſſeaux qui ſeront permis 
d'y faire commerce, le ſilence que l'on a affette de garder dans toutes les 
depeches qui me ſont venues depuis que je vous avois fait part de ma ſigna- 
ture avec Vabbe du Bois par ordre du roy, ſur cette ſignature. Tout cela 
enſemble, my lord, je vous avoue, me fait imaginer, que ce que j'ay fait icy 
eſt tellement des approuve, que Pon ſe tient ſur ſes gardes pour ne pas faire 
une demarche, qui puiſſe m'avouer; et que ce ſera a moy ſeul a repondre de 
ce que Jay fait par des ordres reiteres du roy, et ſur des raiſons a mon ſens 
tres bien fondces, et tres ſoutenables contre touts ceux qui y voudront trou- 
ver a redire; ces ſoubcons ont fait une telle impreſſion ſur moy, que je vous 


aVOuc 
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avoue que j'en ay fait part au roy, et Pay ſupplie tres humblement, et tres in- 
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ſtamment de me permettre de reſigner ma charge, et d'&crire a M. Methuen \/ 422729 


pour me venir releyer; car je ne croyois pas qu'il convenoit au ſervice du 
roy de reſter dans une employ comme celuy que Jay, fi j'avois fait 
quelque choſe, et cela par ordre du roy, que mes confreres dans le miniſtere 
ne jugent point à propos d' approuver. Sa majeſte n'a pas juge qu'il füt 
pour ſon ſervice de m'accorder pour le preſent la grace que je lui avois de- 
mande avec inſtance, mais il m'a permis de vous en Ecrire pour que le roy 
ſoit eclairci de ces doubtes. C'eſt ce que jay l'honneur de faire par celle cy, 
et je vous prie que votre reponſe vienne en Frangois, a fin que le roy liſe luy 
meme l' original de votre lettre. Je crois que cette meme methode ſera tou- 
jours bonne pour l'avenir, à fin qu'il ne puiſſe pas y avoir dans toutes les let- 
tres particulieres, que nous nous Ecrirons, du meſentendu. 


THE EARL OF SUNDERLAND TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Expreſſes his diſſatisfafion, and mentions the xing's reſentment that the ſignature 
of the treaty with France is delayed. —Cenſures his notions that parliament 
will not be induced to approve an interference in the northern affairs,— 
Apologizes for his freedom. | 


MY LORD, Gohre, November 11, 1716, 


MY giving your Lordſhip this trouble, is occaſioned by Mr. Stanhope's 
having ſhewn me a letter he has writ to you, by the king's expreſs com- 
mand upon the ſubjett of the French treaty, and the delays in the ſigning of 
it. Your Lordſhip may remember, that at the beginning of this negotiation 
with France, I was very much againſt it, apprehending it was an artifice 
only of the French party in Holland to avoid the treaty with the emperor, 
and to ſow diſunion among the allies. However, when I left England, I ſaw 
plainly the torrent was for carrying on the negotiation. I knew no more till 
I came hither of this affair, but what I had from the common news and re- 
ports in the Low Countries; and therefore, upon the ſame general notion, 
I writ my opinion to your Lordſhip in general, ſtill to the ſame effect, while 
I was at Aix. But upon my arrival there, and Mr. ſecretary Stanhope's 
having acquainted me with the treaty itſelf, and every ſtep that had been taken 
in it, I was entirely convinced that no negotiation had ever been managed 
with more pains and prudence, nor no treaty ever brought to a conclution 
more glorious nor more adyantageous to the king of England; eſpecially, 
under 


1716. 


Townſhend 
Papers, 
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Period II. under the circumſtances Europe is like to be in by theſe proceedings of the 


I714to 1720. 


1716. 


Stanhope 


and 


Townſhend 
Papers, 


czar, the king of Pruſſia, &c. which very probably may make France take a 
pretence, from theſe delays, to avoid ſigning at laſt; and, what is worſe yet, is, 
that the occaſions of this delay leave it in the power of France to ſay it is 
not their fault. | 

I am ſincerely concerned at any thing that may be prejudicial to the king's 
ſervice, and particularly at any thing that happens, that may not rightly be 
underſtood among thoſe in his ſervice, that always have, and always ought to 
act cordially together: and that is the ſingle reaſon why I ſay any thing upon 
ſo unpleaſant a ſubje. I muſt therefore be ſo plain as to tell you, that I 
never ſaw the king reſent any thing ſo much, as this affair, in which he 
thinks not only Mr. ſecretary Stanhope but himſelf not well uſed; and in- 


deed, I think it wants to be explained, 


I muſt not omit too acquainting your Lordſhip, that the king is very much 
ſurpriſed at the ſtrange notion that ſeems at preſent to prevail, as if the Par- 
liament was not to concern themſelves in any thing that happens in theſe parts 
of the world, which he looks upon not only as expoſing him to all kinds of 


affronts, but even to ruin: and indeed this notion is nothing but the old Tory 


one, that England can ſubſiſt by itſelf, whatever becomes of the reſt of Europe, 
which has been ſo juſtly exploded ever ſince the revolution. 

I am very ſenſible, that upon many accounts, it might have been more pru- 
dent in me, not to have mentioned theſe things ; but the king's ſervice, and 
the ſupporting of the right intereſt, and the union of thoſe in his ſervice de- 
pend ſo much upon theſe things being rightly underſtood, that I could not 
have anſwered it to myſelf, if I had not troubled you with this letter. You 
will take it, as I am ſure it is ſincerely meant by him, that is with the greateſt 
truth and reſpett, &c. | | 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


(Nov. 11, 1716.) THE encloſed is a copy of my letter to the king; my 
heart is ſo full with the thoughts of having received this uſage from you, to 
whom J have always been ſo faithful a friend, that you will excuſe my not ſay- 
ing any more at this time. I pray God forgive you; I do. 

P.S. Lord Sunderland will, I am perſuaded, excuſe my not anſwering his 
letter, 


LORD 
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LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. X - 
Juſliſies himſelf from the imputation laid to his charge of having purpoſely Cs 
delayed the ſignature of the treaty with France. —Shews that he had uſed all * 
poſſible diligence to expedite the full power for lord Cadogan and Mr. Wal- 
pole, and that he was not acceſſary to the demur of Mr. Walpole in declining 
to ſign the treaty ſeparately without the Dutch. 


SIRE, Whitehall, cet 11--22me, Novembre, 1716. 


(C'EST avec une ſurpriſe et une douleur tres ſenſible, que je receus bier la Harrington 


lettre que votre majeſte a bien voulu m'ecrire le 1—12 de ce mois, com- 8 
me auſſi en meme tems une lettre de Monſ. Stanhope écrite par ordre ex- Papers. 


pres de votre majeſtẽ. 


Je m'ẽtois flate que parmi pluſieurs inconvenients que la franchiſe avec 
laquelle j'ay toujours agi m'auroit pi attirer, elle m'auroit pour le moins 
procure cet avantage que de m'avoir garanti du ſoupgon d'Ctre jamais ca- 
pable de me ſervir de ruſe et d'artifice pour cacher mes ſentiments reels, et 
pour éviter par des voyes indireRes, ce à quoi je n'oſois pas m'oppoſer ou- 
vertement; mais comme je me trouve aſſez malheureux d'Ctre ſoupconne 
d'une pareille baſſeſſe, il me ſert de quelque conſolation que la preuve qu'on 


en 


* The original Engliſh draught and the French tranſlation of this diſpatch, in the hand 
writing of Mr, Poyntz, are in the Townſhend's papers, the French letter in the hand writing of 
lord Townſhend, which was ſent to the king, is among the papers of Charles Stanhope, in the 
poſſeſſion of the earl of Harrington. 1 have printed it in both languages, as well for its im- 
portance, as becauſe there is ſome trifling difference in the draught. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING, 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, Nov, 11—22, 1716, 


IT is with the utmoſt ſurpriſe and concern that I received yeſterday your majeſty's letter of 
the 1— 12 inſtant, together with one from Mr. ſecretary Stanhope, written by your majeſty's 
expreſs command, | 

I was in hopes the frankneſs and openneſs of my temper, might among ſeveral inconve- 
niencies, at leaſt have had this one good effect with reſpe& to myſelf, that I might thereby have 
been ſecured againſt the ſuſpicion of being likely to have recourſe at any time to artifice and 

evaſion, in order to conceal my reall ſentiments, or to decline by indire& methods what I had 
not the courage openly to declare againſt and oppoſe, However, ſince it has been my misfor- 
tune to fall under the ſuſpicion of ſuch a weakneſs, it is at leaſt ſome comfort to me, that the 
vol. II. PART II. 8 inſtance 
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Period II. en veut donner à votre majeſte eſt de telle nature, que le ſimple recit des 
. faits ſuffira pour la convaincre que Je ſuis entièrement innocent du crime 
1716. qu'on veut m'imputer. Votre majeſte me fera la juſtice de ſe ſouvenir que 
depuis le premier jour que le regent a donne quelque preuve de la droiture 
de ſes intentions a Vegard de cette alliance, en envoyant Pabbe du Bois à la 
Haye, jay toujours été parmi les plus zélés à pouſſer et à avancer le traité 
dont il ſ'agit, et cela mème dans un temps on j' avois quelque ſujet de douter 
fi votre majeſte etoit entièrement convaincde des raiſons qui me portoient 

a croire qu'une telle alliance ſeroit avantageuſe a ſes. Royaumes. 

Apres que Particle de Mardyke fut renvoye icy les ingenieurs Anglois, 
le miniſtre de France, les ſeigneurs du conſeil, et ſon alteſſe royalle meme me 
rendront la juſtice de temoigner avec combien d' ardeur et d'affiduite Monſ. 
Methuen et moi avons travaille pour amener cette affaire a une prompte et 
une heureufe concluſion. Depuis ce tems là j'ai contre ſigne moi meme les 
deux ordres de ſon alteffe royalle a my lord chancellier pour afficher le grand 
ſceau au pleinpouvoir de my lord Cadogan pour Pauthoriſer a figner ce traite 
ou conjointement avec les Hollandois ou ſeparement; et Joſe dire avec 
toute la ſoumiſſion poſſible qu' apres tout ce qui s' eſt paſſe dans cette nẽégo- 
tiation je ne m'attendois pas que perſonne au monde m'eut Jamais dũ accuſer 
de manque d'empreſſement à voir achever ce traite. 

Javoue 


inſtance given, is ſuch, that your majeſty upon a fair repreſentation of what has paſſed, muſt be 
convinced from the facts themſelves, that I am entirely innocent of the crime inſinuated againſt 
me. 

Your majeſty will do me the juſtice to remember, that ever ſince the regent firſt gave reaſon 
to believe he was ſincere in deſiring this alliance, by his ſending the abbot du Bois to the Hague, 
I have all along been one of the forwardeſt in preſſing and ſolliciting the advancement of this 
treaty, even at a time when I had ſome grounds to doubt, whether your majeſty entered with 
equall conviction into the reaſons which induced me to repreſent this alliance as moſt advan- 
tageous for your kingdoms. 

As ſoon as the article of Mardyk was referr'd hither, the Britiſh engineers, the miniſter of 
France, the committee of councill, and his royall highneſs the prince himſelf, will all witneſs 
with what earneſtneſs and application Mr. Methuen and I laboured to bring this point to a 
happy and ſpeedy concluſion. I have ſince counterſigned two warrants from his royall highneſs 
to my lord chancellour, for cauſing the great ſeal to be appended to lord Cadogan's full powers, 
by which he is authoriſed to fign this treaty, either jointly with the Dutch or ſeparately ; and 
I beg leave to ſay, with all ſubmiſſion, that after all that has paſſed on this occaſion, I never ex- 
pected to be accuſed of want of zeal for the perfecting this treaty, I own, that I was under 

. an 
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Pavoue que je me ſuis trompe en crolant que le pleinpouvoir de Monl. 
Walpole etoit fuffiſant pour l'authoriſer a ſigner avec les Francois ſepare- 
ment, mais auſfitet que je m*apperceus de mon erreur ſans attendre les in- 
ſtructions ulterieures de votre majeſte à cet ẽgard, j'obtins un ordre de fon 
alteſſe royalle pour faire dreſſer un nouveau pleinpouvoir pour my lord 
Cadogan et Monſ. Walpole. Je contre ſignai cet ordre du pleinpouvoir 
avec toute la diligence qu'il m'ttoit poſſible, la cour ẽtant alors à Hampton 
Court, et pluſieurs des ſeigneurs ẽtant à la campagne. 

I! eſt vray que ce pleinpouvoir a ẽtẽ concu en des termes generaux, ren- 
fermants tous les cas particuliers, et ẽtant par là (comme ou croyoit icy) mieux 
accordẽ A toutes les circonſtances et Evenements imprevũs qui pouvoient 
naitre. Il eſt auſſi vrai que des pleinpouvoirs d'une pareille forme ont ẽtẽ 
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1716. 


accordes, et s accordant tous les jours a tous les pleinpouvoirs que votre ma- 


jeſtẽ envoye, ou que ſes prẽdeceſſeurs ont envoye, en quelque cour que ce 
ſoit, ſans qu'il y ſoit fait la moindre mention d' aucun traité particulier a faire, 
neant moins quand il a ee queſtion de ſigner quelque traité particulier on 
n'a jamais fait aucune objection contre ces pleinpouvoirs comme Etant conciis 
en termes trop generaux. Monſ. Methuen luy meme fit le traité avec le 
roy de Portugall en vertu d'un pleinpouvoir de cette eſpece, et pluſieurs au- 


tres ont faite de meme ſans qu'on leur ait jamais ſuſcite l'objection faite par 


Pabbe du Bois à cette occaſion, et il eſt ſir que votre majeſté pourroit 
par un ſeul ate conſtituer la mEme perſonne pour negocier avec tous les 


princes 


an errour in thinking Mr. Walpole's firſt full powers were ſufficient to authoriſe him to ſign with 
France ſeparately ; but as ſoon as ever I was ſenſible of this miſtake, without expecting your 
majeſty's particular commands, I immediately obtained a warrant from his royal highneſs for 
a new full power to lord Cadogan and Mr. Walpole jointly, which warrant I counterſigned, 
and gott the full powers paſſed through the ſeveral forms, and diſpatched to Holland with as 
much expedition, as was at that time poſſible; the court being at Hampton Court, and moſt of 
the lords out of town. | | 

This full power was, it is true, conceived in generall terms, including all particulars, and 
conſequently (as was thought here) the better fitted to ſuit all unforeſeen circumſtances that 
might ariſe. And it is no leſs true, that full powers in the ſame generall form have ever been, 
and are daily given to all the plenipotentiarys, whom your majeſty or your predeceſſors have 
ſent into foreign courts, Mr. Methuen himſelf, concluded the treaty of Portugal, in virtue of 
ſuch a full power, and ſeveral others have done the like, without any one's making the ob- 
jection now ſtarted by the abbe du Bois; and it is certain, that your majeſty might, by one 
ſingle full power, authoriſe one and the ſame perſon to negociate with all the princes in Europe. 
s 2 | My 
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Period II. princes en Europe. Les lettres de my lord Cadogan montrent, qu'il eſt de 
— ce ſentiment, comme il paroit par les paroles ſuivantes dans ſa lettre à moi du 
1716. 17me. de ce mois N. S. (Dimanche au ſoir le 18 me. de ce mois je requs 
par le meſſager nommé Smith l'honneur de votre lettre du 29 d' Octobre 

N. S. avec les nouveaux pleinpouvoirs, et prens la liberté de vous dire, que 

Je ſuis du meme ſentiment que vous, que ceux que j'avois auparavant Etoient 
ſuffiſans) monſieur d' Ibberville en eſt perſuade à un tel point, que lors 

que monſ. Methuen luy expoſoit VobjeQion de Pabbe, il dit que l'abbẽ 
n'ẽtoit qu” unnovice dans ces affaires et que ſon objection n'avoit pas la 
moindre force. Mais pour faire voir a votre majeſte que je n'avois aucun 
deſſein d'apporter du dElai à la ſignature de ce traite avantageux, et que je 

n'ay jamais ſonge, en expẽdiant en termes generaux le premier pleinpouvoir, 

de me ſervir de cet artifice pour éviter de donner aucun ordre ſigne de ma 

main pour authoriſer my lord Cadogan à ſigner avec la France ſeparement 

ſans les Hollandois, des le moment que my lord Cadogan me fit ſcavoir l'ob- 
jection de Vabbe ſans attendre le commandement expres de votre majeſte, 
Jobtins un ordre de ſon alteſſe royalle (copie du quel je prens la libertẽ d'en- 

voyer a votre majeſte) que je contre ſignai de ma main propre, pour faire 
dreſſer un ſecond pleinpouvoir ſelon la forme preſcrite par Pabbe, et comme 

la cour ſe trouvoit alors en ville je le fis expedier en telle diligence, que quoi- 

que la lettre de my lord Cadogan ne me füt rendue que le 29 d'ORtobre au 

matin, le meſſager partit la nuit du dit jour a douze heures, avec le plein- 
pouvoir: et le vent n'ëtant pas bon pour paſſer en Hollande, je donnai un 

ordre au maitre des poſtes de lui fournir un vaiſſeau pour aller à Calais en 


toute 


My lord Cadogan's letters to me, ſhew him to be of this opinion; and M. d'Iberville is ſo much 
of the ſame ſentiment, that when Mr, Methuen ſtated the abbe's difficulty to him, he ſaid the 
abbe was but a novice in this ſort of buſineſs; and that there was not the leaſt weight in this 
objection. „ 

But to convince your majeſty, that I had no intention to delay this great affair, and that iz 
never was in my thoughts to make uſe of any artifice to avoid having my hand appear to the 
orders for my lord Cadogan's ſigning this treaty ſeparately without the Dutch, the very moment 
= that II received notice from him of the Abbe's objection, I obtained a warrant from his royall 
highneſs (and counterſigned it myſelf, a copy of which, I take the liberty to incloſe to your 
majeſty) for paſſing a ſecond full power to lord Cadogan in the form preſcribed by the abbe ; 
and the court being then returned to town, I gott it diſpatched with ſo much expedition, that 
| tho? lord Cadogan's letter was not received till the 29th of October in the morning, the meſſenger 
ſett out with it the ſame night at 12 o'clock, with orders to the poſtmaſter to furniſh him with a 
| boat expreſs to Calais, the winds being then contrary for ſailing to Holland, The diſpatching 
1 theſe 
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toute diligence. ]'eſpere que Vexpedition de ce pleinpouvoir en des termes ſi Period II. 
precis, et avec tant de diligence avant que J'eufſe eu Phonneur de recevoir bo el 
les ordres de votre majeſte, la convaincra de la droiture de mes intentions et 1716. 
combien Jay ete eloigne des deſſins qu'on vent m'imputer. 
Je ne ſuis pas moins ſurpris que fache d'apprendre que nonobſtant l'expẽ- 
dition de ce pleinpouvoir Vabbe perſiſte a former de nouveaux pretextes de 
delay, alleguant que ce pleinpouvoir auroit di Etre contreſigne de ma main 
il eſt vray que les premiers pleinpouvoirs que Jay envoye a my lord Cadogan 
furent contreſignez par moi, ce qui eſt arrive parce que je me ſuis trouve 
alors à Hampton Court ou je ne pouvois avoir recours aux livres des bureaux: 
mais ayant vii par les objettions de Vabbe a ces pouvoirs combien il étoit de= 
licat et ſcrupuleux dans les choſes de cette eſpece Pay cri qu'il Etoit de mon 
devoir de prendre ſoin, que toutes les formalitez requiſes fuſſent obſervees dans 
les derniers pouvoirs, qu'on a envoye, et ayant pour cet effet examine les re- 
giſtres de la ſecretairie et ayant fait faire un extrait de la ſignature des plein- 
pouvoir (dont je prens la liberte d'envoyer copie a votre majeſte) il paroit 
que les ſecretaires d'etat n'ont pas accoutume de contreſigner ces pleinpou- 
voirs, les ordres cependant en vertu deſquels le grand ſceau a ete affiche aux 
pleinpouvoirs ont été (comme j' ay deja eu Phonneur de dire à votre majeſté) 
contreſignes de moy, ſelon qu'il ſe pratique icy en des pareilles occaſions. 
Les ſeigneurs du conſeil ayant lù la lettre de my lord Cadogan ont été d'opi- 


nion 


theſe full powers, with ſo much diligence, and in ſuch explicit terms, before I had the honour to 
receive your majeſty's commands, will, I hope, convince your majeſty of the fairneſs of my in- 
tentions, and how far I was from having the deſign with which I am charged. | 

I am equally ſurprifed and concerned to find, that notwithſtanding the arrival of theſe powers, 
the abbe ſtil] perſiſts to form new pretences of delay; alledging now, that theſe full powers 
ought to have been counterſigned by me. The warrants by virtue of which the great ſeal was 
appended to both the powers were (as I have already had the honour to acquaint your majeſty) 
counterſigned by me, according to what is uſually practiſed here, in the like caſes ; but having 
examined the regiſters of the office, and cauſed an extract to be made of the manner of ſigning 
the full powers for almoſt an age back (a copy of which extract, I have ſent to lord Cadogan) 
it appears, that it is not the cuſtom for ſecretarys of ſtate to counterſign inſtruments of that 
nature. And the lords of the committee, having read my lord Cadogan's letter, were of opi- 
nion, that it was not convenient in the preſent caſe to recede from the uſual praQtice on the 
like occaſions, leaſt a handle ſhould be taken from thence to invalidate all that was tranſmitted 
by the Engliſh miniſters at the treaties of Utrecht, of Riſwick, of Nimeguen, and higher 
up, at all which negociations, the miniſters of France and other courts ſigned with ours, 
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nion qu'il ne falloit pas s'ẽcarter de uſage ordinaire, mais comme l'abbẽ a 
temoigne a my lord Cadogan de vouloir ſe contenter d'une declaration ſous ma 
main portant que cette contre ſignature n'eſt pas eſſentielle, je luy en expẽdiai 
une hier en toute diligence. 

Pour ce qui regarde le refus de monſ. Walpole d'aſſiſter 2 la ſignature de 
ce trait (ce qui a contribuẽ à porter monſ. Stanhope à l'ombrage à mon 
Egard) je puis aſſurer votre majeſte que loin de luy avoir inſpire ce ſenti- 
ment lors qu'il m*ecrivoit pour luy obtenir la permiſſion de ſon alteſſe royalle 
de revenir en Angleterre, je luy envoyai un refus poſitif, et je luy conſeillai 
de ne ſe pas laiſſer porter par ſes ſentimens particuliers a deſobeir aux ordres 
de votre majeſtè. Ayant de cette maniere expoſe a votre majeſte la verite 
des faits ſans aucun deguiſement; il ne me reſte que de luy demander pardon 
tres humblement avec la plus profonde ſoumiſſion et attachement le plus 
inviolable. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Expreſſes his ſurpriſe and regret at incurring blame for his conduft.— Fuſtifies 
himſelf. —Demes that he gave any promiſe to the king in regard to the pay- 
ment of the German troops.— States the inconvemences, ſhould parliament 
meet later than the end of January. 
DEAR SIR, London, Nov. 11=22, 1716, 


AT my return from the country, lord Townſhend communicated to me the 

contents of both your letters, which ſo nearly concern me, as every 
thing muſt needs do, that gives me reaſon to believe I ſuffer in his majeſtie's 
good opinion. There can be no greater misfortune, than to incur blame and 


upon the credit of full powers, not counterſigned by any of our ſecretarys of ſtate, But as the 
abbe du Bois fignified to lord Cadogan, that he ſhould be contented with a declaration on this 
head, I ſent my lord Cadogan ſuch a declaration laſt night by an expreſs, 

As for Mr. Walpole's declining to aſſiſt at the ſigning this treaty (which I perceive has 
helped to miſlead Mr. Stanhope into theſe undeſerved ſuſpicions of me) is what I was ſo far 
from being acceſlary to, that upon his applying to the prince by me for leave of abſence, I ſent 
him a poſitive refuſal, and adviſed him to lett no private reaſons of his own interfere with your 
majeſty's expreſs commands, | 

Having thus laid the reall facts before your majeſty, without any colouring or diſguiſe, I 
have nothing more to add, but moſt humbly to beg pardon for the tediouſneſs of this relation, 
and to aſſure your majeſty, that I am with the utmoſt ſubmiſſion and duty, &c. 

| diſpleaſure 
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_ diſpleaſure for thoſe very things, which a man thinks he has deſerv'd well in; 
but this ſeems to be the fate of thoſe who have the honour to ſerve at a diſ- 
tance. As to the buſineſſe of St. Chriſtopher's, I am fure I have done no- 
thing in it yett, wherein *tis poſſible for me to offend; and I have already 
wrote to you my ſentiments ſo fully, that I can ſay no more upon it, unleſſe in 
a conference which count Bothmar has deſired with me on Tueſday morning, 
| ſomething ſhall occur that I may think proper to give you an account of; and 
I muſt beg leave to defer entering into any particulars relating to the payment 
of the troops of Saxe Gotha and Munſter, till after that time, becauſe I am 
ſure count Bothmar dares not deny to me, but that I have ſhew'd a more than 
ordinary readineſs to facilitate that matter; and this I am confident I ſhall be 
able to tell you, he has confeſs'd to me. I muſt only add one thing, that TI 
am at a loſſe what to ſay, when I am told, I promiſed the king a method ſhould 
be found out to pay this money. I do not preſume to enter into this diſpute, 
but I hope I ſhall be thought more excuſable, when I proteſt before God, 
that I cannot recolleQ, that ever the king mention'd one ſyllable of this to me, 
or I to him; but my memory muſt fail me, when his majeſty ſays the 
contrary. 


By your letter to lord Townſhend, received this day, I underſtand *tis his 


majeſty's pleaſure that the parliament ſhould not meet before the eighth of 
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January. I think it my duty to ſuggeſt to you, that 'tis to be remember'd, 


that the parliament left laſt year above ſix hundred thouſand pounds of the 
ſupply unrais'd; notwithſtanding which, it has been ſo order'd, that we ſhall 
be able to ſubſiſt the forces till the latter end of January, by throwing the de- 
ficiency upon ſuch parts of the ſervice as were belt able to bear it, but this not 
without great inconveniencies; and if his majeſty ſhould have any thoughts 
of a further prorogation, I beg this may be conſider'd, and we may timely 
know, what is to be expected, that all poſſible care be taken; tho' I am ſen- 
ſible, it muſt be done with the greateſt difficulty, if at all practicable; and the 
methods we ſhall be obliged to take, will in ſome meaſure, I fear, affect our 
creditt, which at this time proves very unfortunate, I am, &c. 


HORACE. 
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Period II. HORACE WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND, 
1714t01720. 


Mentions his arrival at the Hague.—His conference with the penſionary, and 


Om his reſolution to ſet off immediately for Hanover. 
MY LORD, | Tueſday night, Nov, 17, 1716, 
Townſhend A FTER a good deal of fatigue at ſea, and croſſing Maeſland-ſluys againſt 
— wind and tyde, I arrived here this evening as ſoon as the mail; and the 
next minute I waited upon the penſionary, who was extreamly pleaſed with 
the aſſurances I gave him from the prince of his royal highneſſe's affection to 
this republick, and particular eſteem for him the penſionary. As a mark of it, 
I was order'd to communicate to him the intercepted letters of correſpond. 
ence between the Swediſh miniſters; and I hinted to him the opinion of his 
royal highneſs, that we ſhould keep well with the czar, and divert the king of 
Sweden from being able to attempt any thing againſt England, by giving him 
work enough at home. But if the States could think of any vigorous mea- 
ſures to be taken in concert with England, for quieting the troubles in the 
north, I did not doubt but great attention would be given to them by his 
majeſty and his royal highneſs. He told me he was ſorry to ſay, that the 
ſituation of their affairs is ſuch as not to permitt them to att with that reſolu- 
tion and vigour as is often neceſſary; and therefore he ſeem'd to like well 
enough his royal highneſſes's opinion in relation to the king of Sweden; but 
obſerved to me, that the deſign of favouring the pretender by ſome attempt 
upon Great Britain, was only at preſent a projet of count Gullenbourgh, 
tranſafted between him and the jacobites, and not yet agreed to by Sweden; 
however, he own'd we ought to be upon our guard. He told me the States of 
Holland are to meet to morrow, and that it depends upon Leyden and Rotter- 
dam's ſentiments in relation to their tarif of ſixty-four, whether they ſhall 
9 agree to ſign the treaty with France. The penſionary himſelfe ſeem'd to 
think thoſe towns in the wrong to inſiſt upon a point which Amſterdam has 
{ waved; but he could nott yett tell me what the reſult would be ; moſt of the 
4 reſt of the provinces are well diſpoſed; if that of Holland would come to a 
| good reſolution. 
| It is paſt g o'clock, but I am reſolved to continue my journey this night 
for Hannover, in company of a meſſenger lord Cadogan ſends thither, about 
the difficulty made by the abbe du Bois againſt ſigning the treaty with him. 
I am with the greateſt reſpe& and affection, &c. | 


HORACE 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND, 


Announces his arrival, —And ſurpriſe at the ſlate of things. 

MY LORD, | Gore, Nov, 23, 1716. 
HIS 1s only to acquaint your lordſhip, that I arrived here yeſterday noon; 

and found that orders have been ſent to England to prorogue the parlia- 
ment to the 8th of January, O. S. and I don't believe that it will then meet to doe 
buſineſs, becaule the king will ſcarcely be in England, by what I can learn, by 
that time, and there are ſome that doe not think it prudent that any buſineſs 
ſhould be done before his majeſty's arrival; but we ſhall ſoon know with 
more certainty what will be reſolved upon in relation to this matter, as ſoon as 
his majeſty is come to Hanover, which will be on Monday next. I doe not 
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think it proper to ſend your lordſhip by letter an account of what has paſſed 


in diſcourſe between Mr. Stanhope and me. Your lordſhip will have, before 
this time, as much to your own ſurpriſe as mine, received a letter from 
the king, as well as from Mr. Secretary, relating to what has been tranſacted 
about the full powers for the particular ſigning with France. I ſhall expect to 
| ſee what anſwer your lordſhip will give to theſe letters before I ſett out for 
England; and I ſhall, in the mean time, learn what we are like to expett from 
the reſolutions there as well in regard to the carrying on of the public buſineſs, 
as to the miniſters, and management that is to be uſed in thoſe matters. It is 


impoſſible for me in a letter to ſay any more, but that I am with the moſt ſted- 
faſt adherence and affection, &c. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


Arrives at the Hague much indiſpoſed, but is anxious to continue his journey lo 
England, for the purpoſe of executing ſpeedily the commiſſion with which he 
is charged, to reconcile lord Townſhend and him, in which he trujts he ſhall 

fucceed. 


DEAR SIR, Hague, December 8, 1716; 
Arrived here laſt night in a very indifferent condition; for my chaiſe break- 
ing two poſts from Hanover, I got into a light open waggon, and by 
that means was expoſed to ſuch violent ſtorms of wind, hail, and rain, that 
after the firſt night, I contracted extream pains in all my joynts on my left 
fide, ſo that it was impoſſible for me to ride on horſeback. However, without 
taking any reſt, I continued my journey hither, that I may looſe no time in my 

VOL, Il. PART Il, T ; way 


Harrington 
* a pers. 
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Period II. way to England, in order to execute a commiſſion that I think of the utmoſt 
71% conſequence to the publick affairs; and which my own particular concern, as 


1716. 


well as his majeſty's ſervice, will engage me to ufe my utmoſt ſkill to bring to 
a good iſſue, The wind continues directly contrary for England, fo that 
Hutchins, the meſſenger, is detained at Helvetſluys; but I diſpatched 
Collins yeſterday by way of Calais, and wrote by him a letter to my brother 
Walpole, with notice of my being in the way for England; and intimated to 


him the purport of my errand; fo that things may reſt there on the foot they 


are untill my arrivall. i : 

In the mean time, I muſt earneſtly entreat you to diveſt yourſelfe of all 
manner of ſuſpicion of lord Townſhend's having ever had the leaſt deſign to 
doe any thing to diſoblige you, or contrary to that tye of friendſhip and con- 
fidence in which you lived ſo long and happily together. I think myſelf au- 


| thoriſed to ſay this, becauſe I'm ſenſible the difficulty I made in relation to 


the particular ſigning with France, was one of the cheifeſt grounds of your 
jealouſy ; and J proteſt before God, that what I did, came purely from my- 
ſelfe; and my lord Townſhend earneſtly exhorted me to the contrary. 1 
ſhall add nothing elſe on that ſubje&, becauſe I think all expoſtulations and 
eclairciſſements muſt be laid aſide; and we muſt, as you told me, look for- 
ward; in which you may depend upon my offices to put the king's friends 
and ſervants upon the ſame foot of harmony and union with which they have 
ated ſo ſucceſsfully. And I cannot forbear to flatter myſelf with ſome hopes of 
ſucceſs; and if I can compaſs this point, I ſhall think I have done my king 
and country ſome ſervice. 85 
I muſt take notice to you, that the Eaſt India Company having occaſion 
for a quantity of money from hence, deſired a yatcht might be ſent over for 
that purpoſe; and the admiralty was pleaſed to favour my brother Gall : with 
that commiſſion, who is arrived here; but as things of that nature are never 
ſpecifyed in the orders, the expeQation of my returning about this time from 
Hanover, and the carrying me into England, is the ſubſtance of his orders. 
I have acquainted him, that the yachts are ſent for; ſo that he has gone on 
board to make uſe of the firſt wind to get over, in order to be made fitt, and 
return for his majeſty's ſervice with the reſt of the yachts; and if the wind 
ſhould continue contrary two or three days, I hope to be in a condition. to 
goe with him. But the phyſician, who has been with me, ſince I began to 
write this letter, is very apprehenſive of a rumatiſm, and tells me, I muſt 
not ſtir out yet; but as I am much mended ſince laſt night, I hope by to- 
morrow 
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morrow morning I ſhall be much better, after having taken ſomething. Period II. 
I am, with the greateſt ſincerity and reſpett imaginable, dear fir, &c. fa ohh Wy 
My reſpeQs to lord Sunderland, and pardon this ſcrawl, which I write with 1716. 

great pain. | | 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Informs him that the king has been pleaſed to reward his ſervices by appointing 
tum lord heutenant of Ireland. 
MY LORD, Hanover, Dec. 15, 1716, 
HE encloſed copy of my diſpatch to Mr. ſecretary Methuen, “ will inform Harrington 
your lordfhip of the great regard which his majeſty has thought fitt, upon TE 
this occaſion, to expreſs for your eminent ſervices; which, as they have very 
juſtly intitled your lordſhip to the greateſt employment a king of England has 
to give, ſo I am perſuaded the ſervices you will do his majeſty in this ſtation, 
will be no leſs advantageous to the publick, and will, if poſſible, increaſe 


your lordſhip's own reputation. That it may be ſo, is moſt ſincerely wiſhed 
by, &c. | | | 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Informs him of lord Townſhend's removal, and juſtifies his own conduct on the 
occaſion, —King very uneaſy of late, and highly diſpleaſed with lord Toun- 
ſhend, —Plan for a new miniſtry, if lord Townſhend ſhould refuſe the lord 
lieutenancy, and Walpole reſign. 
DEAR SIR, | Hanover, Dec, 15, 1716, 
you will ſee by my diſpatch to Mr. ſecretary Methuen, of which I ſend Harrington 
you encloſed a copy, the alteration which his majeſty hath judged ne- TE, 
ceſſary for his ſervice to be made in the miniſtry, If I could poſſibly 
have an hours diſcourſe with you, I am ſure I ſhould make you ſenſible, 
that the part I have had in the laſt ſtep hath been for my lord Townſhend's 
ſervice, Every circumſtance conſidered, I do in my conſcience believe, 
this was the only meaſure which could ſecure the continuance of a whigg ad- 
miniſtration with any eaſe to the king. His majeſty hath been more uneaſy 
of late, than I care to ſay; and I muſt own, I think he has reaſon, even tho” I 


*The diſpatch to ſecretary Methuen, which announced the removal of lord Townſhend, 
and his appointment to act as the ſecretary of ſtate in England, is miſſing. 
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don't pretend to know ſo much of the matter as the king does; his majeſty 
receiving many advices, which come neither through my hands nor my lord 
Sunderland's. But I cannot help obſerving to you, that he is jealous of cer- 
tain intimacys with the two brothers, I hope his majeſty's preſence in Eng- 
land, and the behaviour of our friends in the cabinet, will remove theſe jea- 
louſyes. No one man can contribute more to this than yourſelf; and I muſt 


tell you, that my lord Sunderland, as well as myſelf, have aſſured the king 


that you will do ſo. You know that ill offices had been done you here, which 
might have made ſome impreſſion, if my lord Sunderland and I had not in 
good earneſt endeavoured to prevent it. 

You will, I am perſuaded, believe that our endeavours were ſincere, when 
T ſhall have told you with the frankneſs I am going to do, what our ſcheme 
is here for the miniſtry. In caſe my lord Townſhend accepts of Ireland, 
which for a thouſand reaſons, he ought to do, the cabinet council will re- 
main juſt as it was, with the addition of the duke of Kingſton as privy ſeal. 
Mr. Methuen and I ſhall continue ſecretaryes. But if my lord Townſhend 
ſhall decline Ireland; and if, which by ſome has been ſuggeſted, but which 
I cannot think poſſible, he ſhould prevail upon you to offer to quit your em- 
ployments, the king in this caſe, hath engaged my lord Sunderland and myſelf 
to promiſe, that his lordſhip will be ſecretary; and that I, unable and un- 
equal as I am every way, ſhould be chancellour of the exchequer for this 
ſeſſions ; the king declaring, that as long as he can find whiggs that will ſerve 
him, he will be ſerved by them. Which good diſpoſition his majeſty ſhall 
not have reaſon to alter, by any backwardneſs in me to expoſe myſelf to any 
trouble or hazard. You know as much of our plan now, as I do, and are, I dare 
ſay, fully ſatisfied, that I think it highly concerns me, that you ſhould ſtay 
where you are. I am very ſorry that my lord Townſhend's temper hath 
made it impracticable for him to continue ſecretary. The king will not bear 
him in that office, be the conſequence what it will. This being the caſe, I 
hope and deſire that you will endeavour to reconcile him to Ireland, which I 
once thought he did not diſlike; and which, I think, he cannot now refuſe, 
without declaring to the world, that he will ſerve upon no other terms, than 
being viceroy over father, ſon, and their three kingdoms. Is the whigg 
intereſt to be ſtaked in defence of ſuch a pretenſion? or is the difference to 
the whigg party, whither lord Townſhend be ſecretary or lord lieutenant of 
Ireland tanti? TI hope this letter will convince you of the confidence in which 
I defire we may live and act; and am ever with great truth, &c. 


The 
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The preſent diſpatch leaves, you ſee, a commiſſioners place vacant at your 
board, touching the filling up which, I ſhould be glad to have your ſentiments 
as ſoon as may be. I believe the king will leave Hanover as ſoon as he has ad- 
vice, that the yatchts are in Holland. Judging that it may be very much for my 
lord Townſhend's ſervice and for yours, that you ſhould receive this letter as 
ſoon as may be, I ſend it by your friend Brereton, who is a very ſenſible 
young man, and I have ordered him to manage it ſo, that this letter be deli- 
vered to you four and twenty hours, before the meſſenger who goes along 


with him, deliver my diſpatch to Mr. ſecretary Methuen, that you my have 
ſo much time to reaſon with my lord Townſhend. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO ates WALPOLE. 


Sends a copy of the diſpatch to ſecretary Methuen, before it is delivered, — 
Hopes that lord Townſhend will accept the lord lieutenancy of Ireland, 


DEAR SIR, Hanover, December 15, 1716-17, 


141 


Period IT. 
1714t01720, 


1716. 


HAVIN G received the king's command to ſend a diſpatch to Mr. ſe- Harrington 


cretary Methuen, of which you have encloſed a copy, I have thought 
the beſt ſervice I can do to my lord Townſhend and to yourſelf, is to give 
you as early notice of it as poſſible ; and for this purpoſe have ſent Mr. Brere- 
ton with theſe few lines, which he will take care to deliver to you before my 
public diſpatch can be delivered to the ſecretary; I think it is of the utmoſt 
conſequence for the king's ſervice, for the intereſt of the whigg cauſe, for that 
of my lord Townſhend, and yours, that my lord Townſhend ſhould acquieſce 
in this diſpoſition of the king's, wherein ſo much regard is ſhewn to his lord. 
ſhip, that I hope he will do it with a good grace. I am ſure you cannot at 
this time ſo much conduce to the public good as by diſpoſing his lordſhip to 
a temper ſuitable to this occaſion, and am therefore perſuaded' your en- 


deavours will not be wanting. That you may ſucceed, is the hearty 
wiſh of, &c. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


SIR, | Whitehall, December 11—22, 1716, 
Take your's of the 15th in the ts ſenſe I am perſuaded you meant it; 
and though I have not ſo much vanity as to imagine my ſervices have ever 


Papers. 


Stanhope, 


Harrington, 


and 


deſerved the fine things you are pleaſed to ſay of them, yet I muſt confeſs, Townſhend 


till I received this laſt letter from you, I was weak enough to think your 
partiality 


Papers. 
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1716. 


Townſhend 


and 


Harrington 
Papers. 
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Period II. partiality to me, had given you a favourable opinion of them; and I was the 
1714 to 1720. 
— pmmmund 


more confirmed in this idle notion from the report Horace made me of what 
paſſed between him and you on this ſubject. The incloſed is a letter to the 
king, which I beg you would deliver to his majeſty. 

I am, with great reſpeQ, fir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant. | 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING, * 


Receives his diſmiſſion. And declines accepting the lord lieutenancy of Ireland. 
SIRE, December 11—22, 1716, | 


AV receu avec la deference et la ſoumiſſion la plus parfaite les ordres de 
votre majeſte intimes par Monſieur le ſecretaire Methuen, par les quels 
je me trouve demis de la charge de ſecretaire detat. 

Je demande tres humblement la permiſſion de faire ſouvenir votre majeſte 
de ce que j' eus Phonneur de luy dire quand elle me fit l'honneur de me 
donner cet emploi, que je me ſerois eſtimẽ trop hereux ſi Jy avois pi ap- 
porter autant de capacite comme j'avois toujours ſenti de zèle et de paſſion 


pour ſon ſervice; auquel cas je ſuis ſeur que votre majeſte auroit eu tout 


lieu d'ètre contente de mes ſervices. Je puis dire avec beaucoup de verite 
que le deſire de temoigner la reconnoiſance que J'avois du choix que votre 
majeſtẽ avoit bien voulu faire de moi pour cet emploi, a ete le ſeul motif ca- 
pable de me ſoutenir juſqu' igi ſous les fatigues dont je Vai trouve charge. 

Je ſuis tres ſenſible a Phonneur que votre majeſte m'a faite en daignant de 
me nommer pour ſon lieutenant d' Irlande. Mais comme mes affaires do- 


meſtiques ne me permettent pas d'etablir mon ſejour hors d' Angleterre, et 


que je m'efſtimerois tout a fait indigne du choix que votre majeſte a bien 
voulu faire ſi jetois capable de jouir des gros appointements de cet honorable 
emploi fans me mettre en état de les meriter en faiſant les functions requiſes, 


Jeſpere que võtre majeſte aura la bonte' de m'en excuſer, et qu'elle m'ac- 


cordera la permiſſion de vaquer aux affaires particulières de ma famille, que 
Jay negligees un peu trop. 

Au reſte j'ole aſſeurer votre majeſte, que quelque part que je me trouve, 
elle peut compter ſur un ſujet fidele et reconnoiſant, aſſidu a avancer le ſer- 
vice de votre majeſte du mieux de ſon pouvoir, ayant Phonneur d'etre avec le 


zele et Pattachement le plus inviolable. Sire, de votre majeſte, le tres humble 
tres obeiſſant et tres fidele ſujet et ſerviteur. 


The original Engliſh draught of this letter, is printed in the Memoirs, chapter 15. 
| SECRETARY 
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period II. 
1714 to 1720. 


Complains of the extreme diſagreeableneſs of his ſituation. —Requeſts permiſſion ; 


1716, 
to reſign his office of ſecretary of ſtate—and expreſſes his willingneſs to con- . 
tinue in the treaſury, as long as Walpole is firſt lord commiſſioner. | 


SECRETARY METHUEN TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


DEAR SIR, Whitehall, Dec, 12—23, 1716. 
Return you my hearty thanks for your favour of the gd inſtant, which Harrington 
I received by Horace Walpole, and am extreamly glad to find that I had ah ove 
not had the misfortune to diſpleaſe his majeſty, or to ſuffer in your good Private. 
opinion. I ſhould have been very much concerned at either of them, con- 
ſidering the life 1 have lead ſince the king's departure, and all I have borne, 
which I can aſſure you is hardly to be expreſſed. I write this to you at four 
in the morning, and have been now eleven hours at my office, ſo that I am almoſt 
dead; and muſt beg of you to interceed with the king, not to take what I have 
written to you in my other letter amiſs, for I am not able to endure the fatigue 
of this employment, and would, if it were put to my choice, rather be a ſlave 
in the gallies. I am quite tired with the wickedneſs and impertinence of 
mankind, and beg you would pitch on ſome other collegue, for I wiſh I may 
be able to hold out till you come. If the king is pleaſed to let me remain in 
the treaſury as long as it ſtands as it does now, I ſhall be extremely ſatisfied; 
if not, I ſhall be well enough pleaſed, for I really want a little reſt and time 
to take care of my health and affairs. I heartily wiſh you may find every 
thing to your ſatisfaction here, but am afraid you will not. I am, with all 
poſlible truth and reſpect, dear fir, &c. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


Expoſtulates on his conduct. Juſtiſies lord Townſhend's and his own conduct in 
regard to their behaviour to the prince of Wales. —Denies any ſecret intelli- 
gence with the duke of Argyle and the earl of Hay. 


DEAR SIR, Dec, 12-23, 1716. 

7 OUR private letter to me, I have not let one mortal ſee. I never read Harrington 
it, but ſome parts of it aftoniſh me ſo much, that I know not what to fay hs 

or think. What could prevail on you to enter into ſuch a ſcheme as this, 

and appear to be chief actor in it, and undertake to carry it thro? in all events, 

without which it could not have been undertaken, is unaccouniable. I do 

ſwear, to you, that lord Townſhend has no way deſerved it of you; and even 


after 
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Period II. after the letter that came with the king's, I do proteſt to you, he never treated 


2714 to 1720. 
— ————— 


1716. 


your conduct in that matter, but as a miſtake; which, when you were ſenſible 
of, your friendſhip for him would eaſily prevail upon you to retract. Be- 
lieve me, Stanhope, he never thought you could enter into a combination 
with his enemies againſt him. | 
I find you are all perſuaded, the ſcheme is ſo adjuſted, that it can meet 
with no objeQtion from the whigs. Believe me, you will find the direct con- 
trary true, with every unprejudiced whig of any conſequence or conſidera- 
tion. I, perhaps, am too nearly concerned in the conſequences to gain any 
creditt with you. However, I can't help telling you, you don't know what 
you are a doing. Tis very hard to treat my lord Townſhend in the manner 
you have done, but *tis more unjuſt to load him with imputations to juſtifie 
ſuch ill treatment. Such ſudden changes to old ſworn friends, are ſeldom 
look'd upon in the world with a favourable eye. What is given out here 
and publiſh'd, from letters from among you, in regard to the prince, I cannot 
but take notice of, and will ſtake my all upon this ſingle iſſue, if one inſtance 
can be given of our behaviour to the prince, but what was neceſſary to carry 
on the king's ſervice; and we never had a thought, but with a juſt and due 
regard to the king as our king and maſter; and as for any ſecret intimacies or 
management undertaken with the two brothers, if there be the leaſt handle, or 
one inſtance can be given of it, call me for ever villain; if not, think as you 
pleaſe of thoſe that ſay or write this. ”= 
I will ſay no more, but give you one piece of. advice. Stop your hand 
till you come over, and can ſee and hear, how that you have already done, is 
reſented here. I am very ſenſible in what a manner lord Townſhend's refuſall 
may be repreſented to the king. Think a little coolly, and conſider how poſ- 
ſible it is for men in a paſſion to do things, which they may heartily wiſh 
undone. I write this as an old acquaintance, that ſtill defires to live in as 
much friendſhip, as you will make it poſſible or practicable for me. And lett 
me once more beg of you to recolle& yourſelf, and lay aſide that paſſion, which 
ſeems to be ſo predominant in all your actions. I have heard old friends 
were to be valued like old gold. I never wiſh*d any thing more ſincerely 
than to bear that title, and to preſerve it with you, 


ROBERT 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE 


Reproaches him for his change of ſentiments —Exculpates himſelf in regard to 
the payment of the German troops, —Declines attempting to perſuade lord 


Townſhend to accept the lord lieutenancy.—Denies that he carried on any 
intrigues with the duke of Argyle and lord Ilay. 


Dec, 12—23, 1716. 


145 
Period II. 


1714 to 1720. 
—— 


1716. 


J Have received the favour of yours of the gd inſtant, N. S. by my bro- ys. ogy 
h. Papers. 


ther, and very ſoon after had what you ſent by Mr. Brereton of the 15t 
What could poſhbly create fo great an alteration among you in the ſpace of 
twelve days is in vain to gueſſe, and impoſſible to determine. 
I am miſtaken, when I think there was any change in the meaſures, except in 
I think I have no commands at preſent from his ma- 
jeſty to you, but in relation to the payment of the Saxe-Gotha and Munſter 
troops, which I hope will be no longer thought to ſtand at my door: fince 
after all that has been ſaid about this affair, there are at this hour no powers 
from Saxe-Gotha to receive the mon; and as M. Hallangius tells me, his 
maſter will give no powers but to him; and count Bothmar tells me this 
morning, what was agreed upon betwixt us to be ſent from your fide of the 
water, in order to be laid before the cabinett councill, is come ſo imperfect, 
that *tis not fitt to be produced. He has defired however, that fix or ſeven 
thouſand pounds may be paid upon account of the troops of Munſter, which 
ſhall be laid before the cabinett councill at their firſt meeting. 

When you deſired me to prevail with my lord Townſhend to acquieſce in 
what is carv'd out for him, I cannot but ſay you deſired an impoſlibility ; and 
tis fitt you ſhould know, that there is not one of the cabinet council], with 
whom you and lord Sunderland have agreed in all things for ſo many years, 
but think, that conſidering all the circumſtances and manner of doing this, no 
body could adviſe him to accept of the lieutenancy of Ireland; and that it 
cannot be ſuppoſed, that the authors of this ſcheme either thought he would, 
or deſired he ſhould. And believe me, when I tell you, this matter is uni- 
verſally received here by all men of ſenſe, and well wiſhers to the king, in 
another manner than you could imagine, when you gave into the meaſure. 
And be aſſured, that whoever ſent over the accounts of any intrigues or pri- 
vate correſpondence betwixt us and the two * brothers, or any management 


But I ſuppoſe 


the time of execution, 


The duke of Argyle and the earl of Ilay. 
VOL. II. PART II. | 
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Period II. in the leaſt tending to any view or purpoſe, but the ſervice, honour, and in- 
2 ſcereſt of the king, I muſt repeat it, be aſſured, they will be found, pardon 
1716, the expreſſion, confounded liars, from the beginning to the end. 

Whilſt we write at this diſtance, and think ſo widely different of all things 
tranſacting, *tis labour loſt to enlarge; ſo that I will give you no further 
trouble till we meet, but to aſſure you, that I am very ſincerely, dear fir, your 
moſt faithful humble ſervant. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


Detained by contrary winds at the Brill, —Executed his commiſſion to lord 
Townſhend with ſucceſs and ſatisfaftion,—Warmly remonſtrates, and bitterly 
reproaches him for his inſidious conduft.—Expreſſes hopes, that he will yet 
aft according to the diflates of honour and juſtice. — Fuſtifies lord SENS 
from the accuſations urged againſt him. 


SIR, London, December 12=23, 1716, 
Harrington IHE accident of my not being able to get over the Maes in the yacht, and 
— the contrary winds which followed, detained me at the Brill fo long, that I 


did not arrive here till yeſterday in the packet boat, when I had the good for- 
tune to execute his majeſty's commands, and what had been ſettled between 
you and me, in ſuch a manner, that I performed with the greateſt pleaſure ima- 
ginable my errand. The letters you wrote to my lord Townſhend and brother 
Walpole, and what I declared to them from the king, were received with ſoe 
much fatisfa&ion, that I could not fayl of having the ſucceſs I promiſed my 
felfe, and which you ſeem'd ſo earneſtly to deſire when I left you; and I had 
the agreeable proſpet of ſeeing that all paſt miſunderſtandings would be en- 
tirely forgotten, and a happy union and harmony be once more re-eſtabliſhed 
between his majeſty's faithfull and honeſt ſervants. 

But when Mr. Brereton's diſpatches, who arrived at the ſame time, were 
opened, it was impoſſible to expreſs the conſternation they occaſioned; with 
which you muſt needs think I was in a more particular and extraordinary man- 
ner affected. And I muſt own, I am ſo confounded, that I do not know well 
what to ſay. I cannot think it neceſſary to appeal to your memory and con- 
ſcience for what paſſed between you and me, and to conſider upon what 
terms we parted; how earneſtly you then wiſhed I might fucceed in 
the negotiation I undertook; and that it was an expreſs agreement, that 
things ſhould continue on the ſame foot they then were, until you heard from 
me. 
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me. The meaſures that have been purſued at Hanover, fince I came away, Period II. 
are ſoe contradictory to theſe engagements, that you may think of treating me e airy 
as you pleaſe; yet, I am willing to believe, that you have ſtill ſoe much ho- 1716. 
nour, and ſuch a regard for your own word, that you would have oppoſed, at 

leaſt not have willingly conſented to theſe proceedings; and by what you 

told me, I thought your influence with his majeſty might have enabled you 

to prevent this unaccountable turn being taken, untill you had heard from 

me the ſucceſs of my journey. 

I ſhall leave it to others, for whom you ſtill retain ſome value and eſteem, 

to expoſtulate more largely with you about theſe matters; but I think I am 

obliged to add, that when you have time and coolneſs enough to enquire into | 
the truth of them, you will with ſhame and confuſion be obliged to own, that 9 
you have been moſt groſsly deceived and impoſed upon in every particular | 1 
relating to my lord Townſhend, as well as to what concerns yourſelfe, or the 1 
ſervice of his majeſty. Thoſe that ſee and converſe with his lordſhip every 4 

day, can give undeniable proofs of his lordſhip's having entertained the ſame | 
affection and friendſhip for you, ſince your abſence, as he ever did when you 
lived and laboured here ſo happily together. And as to his majeſty's in- 
tereſt, not only the reſt of the king's ſervants here, but all honeſt and impartial 
men will convince you, that it never was promoted with greater fidelity and 
prudence than it has been within ſome months laſt paſt; and that what has 
been by the malice of ſome, and weakneſs of others, imputed to lord Town- 
ſhend and the others, as a heinous crime, will, when calmly conſidered, be 
found to have been the moſt glorious and faithfulleſt part of their adminiſtra. 
tion, for the ſervice of his majeſty. 

I take this liberty. with you, becauſe you talked in a very free, tho” in a 
very miſtaken manner to me on this ſubje&; and I have ſuch an opinion of 
you, that I don't doubt, but when theſe things ſhall be put in a true light be- 
fore your eyes, you will refign your good ſenſe and calmer thoughts to the 
irreſiſtible evidence of them. And if honeſty, honour, and juſtice can pre- 
vail, as I am confident it will with you, I don't deſpair of ſeeing you once 
more live well with thoſe from whom you ſeem at preſent to be ſeparated by 
an unaccountable prejudice, for want of being duely informed of the true ſtate 


of matters; and that this may be the caſe, is the lincere deſire of, fir, your moſt 
faithful and obedient ſervant. | 
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148 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 
yoo THE DUKE OF SOMERSET TO THE EARL OF ILAY. 

1716, Kejoices at the removal of Townſhend, which he hopes will be followed by the 
diſmiſſion of Sunderland and Stanhope, —Laments that the prince is commanded 
to appoint a groom of the ſtole. 

MY LORD, Petworth, Dec. 13—24, 1716, 
To J Think lord Townſhend is very rightly kicked out from being our firſt mi. 
IS, 


niſter and governour in Great Britain, into a ſecond governour in Ire- 
land; and lord Sunderland, whoe hathe been falſe even to his beft friends, 
will now fall unpityed. Stanhope hathe noe intereſt in the nation; hee is to 
make friends, when hee is made a lord; for that part of the ſcheem one may 
dive into, that hee is noe more to expoſe himſelf to the contempt of the houſe 
of commons. I long to know the parts which Lord Cowper, and my friend 
Parker will act in this jumble; for if they are not lett more into in the ſecretts, 
than hitherto they have been, or at leaſt as they ſay, they have not been; 
neither the duke of Grafton, duke of Kingſton, duke of Roxburgh, nor lord 
Polwarth's intereſt in parliament will bee any help, eſpecially if Walpole doe 
either lay down or become filent, or one would think there is a great deal 
more till to bee done; or they had better not have done ſoe much, tho” I 
am in high delight with what theſe things will produce, good for us all at 
laſt, | 

Yet what diſtracts my thoughts, are the king's orders to the prince to give 
away the duke of Argyle's regiment and groom of ſtole. The firſt is in the 
king to doe as hee pleaſes, and the other as much in his royal highneſs; this is 
very hard to be atted by the prince. Will it hurt the prince to let his father 
know, that he takes a groom of the ſtole's place to be uſeleſs as his majeſty 
dothe, therefore he deſires that expence to be ſaved, and to bee funk in his 
family too. But as you and your brother are much better judges than I can 
pretend, I doe ſubmitt. This is the only alloy to the joy I have, that our 
wrongs are thus revenged on thoſe two laſt of miniſters. Forgive theſe rough 
thoughts, ſoe ſuddenly wrote on paper: they are wrotte in confidence to a 
friend, who I have all the value and eſteem for, that man can have. Ten 
thouſand thanks for your lordſhip's letter. I beg my very humble ſervice to 
your brother and my lord Orrery. 


THOMAS 
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| | 10d II. 
THOMAS BRERETON TO CHARLES STANHOPE, 3 
Excuſes ſecretary Stanhope.—Relates the general conſternation on the removal 7 716 


lord Townſhend, and public cenſures of that meaſure.—Walpole preſſed not 
to reſign. —Many threaten to follow his example.—Fatal conſequences of theſe 
diviſions.— Jacobites elated. Secretary Stanhope's conduct generally diſap- 
proved. Conſidered as a German meaſure. 


DEAR SIR, London, December, 1716, 

Y Friday's poſt, I acquainted * you with my ſafe arrival here, with my Harrington 
| having delivered the diſpatches with which I was charged, and ſlightly pho ee 
hinted the confuſion I found every body in at the contents of em: I have * This letter li 
ſince, by going to the court and citty, had opportunitys more particularly to * at q 
obſerve the temper of thoſe who make up theſe two different parts of the town; L 
and as I have the greateſt reaſon to have a perfect eſteem for the ſecretary, 1 
you will give me leave to trouble you a ſecond time with the ſentiments of 
thoſe, who have his majeſty's intereſt entirely at heart, and who wiſh him alſo , 
the greateſt proſperity. I told you in my laſt, the turn I gave to the ſurpriz- i 
ing news I brought was, that to prevent the further torrent of the German | j 
intereſt, the ſecretary found himſelf for the preſent obliged to come into their 
meaſures ſo diſagreeable to himſelf, which was reliſhed by ſome perſons pretty 1 
well, and I dont know, but thereby a ſtop was put for a while to the ſinking | 1 

| 


credit of the ſtocks: but thoſe tranſaQting that way, fince fearing the certainty 
of it, and ſeriouſly reflecting on the fatal conſequences of the removal of ſo 
great a man as lord Townſhend, and that that muſt neceſſarily be attended 
with further alterations, I will venture to ſay, the town is in greater confuſion 
now, than it was in any part, or at any alterations whatſover made in the late 
queen's reign, and that all publick credit will continue daily to fink till his 
majeſty's arrival, or a further proſpett that the true and honeſt intereſt of the 
nation will {till be preſery*d and reſtored. Perhaps it may be diſagreeable, that I 
tell you, when I go into the citty, all the conſiderable men there croud about 
me, and preſs me in the moſt earneſt manner to give ſome reaſons for theſe 
ſudden and unexpeRed reſolutions, to tell them who I thought the adviſers 
and contrivers of them. When I go to the court, the very great ones there, 
to whom I had ſcarce the honour of being known before, ſalute me, and are 
alſo very ſollicitous to find out the true ſprings and cauſes of what they dont 
{cruple aloud to call theſe extraordinary proceedings. Nay, it has there been 
ſaid already, that never was any thing more unprecedented, than for his 

majeſty 
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majeſty, when out of the nation, with the council of one ſingle miniſter only, to 
make ſo prodigious a change in his miniſtry, juſt before the meeting of his parlia- 
liament : a parliament, which *twas to be hoped, by their unanimity and ſteadi- 
neſs, might have brought about not only the reduttion of intereſt upon pub. 
lic funds, but ſeveral other matters of the greateſt importance, to the further 
ſecurity and quiet of his majeſty's government, the very proſpect of which 
had raiſed your credit to ſuch a pitch of glory; and all theſe good projects, I 
will take upon me to pronounce, cannot even be propoſed, unleſs the miniſtry 
is continued, and lord Townſhend reſtored. 
I ſtill flatter myſelf I am right in my notions of Mr. Stanhope, and that he 
will preſerve the ancient friendſhip he has profeſſed to lord Townſhend and 
Mr. Walpole. If he does not, give me leave to ſay you will ſee the moſt 
valuable part of his majeſty's friends ſhew their reſentment in a moſt gene- 
rous manner. For I have reaſon to know not only the miniſtry, but the moſt 
wealthy in this metropolis, have been to intercede with Mr. Walpole not to 
reſign his office, and have given him the ſtrongeſt inſtances of their ſupport 
and friendſhip; and that if he ſhould find it conſiſtent with his honour ſo to 
do, his example will be followed by the ſtrongeſt body of the greateſt ſubjeas 
that ever prince had. How often dear fir, have I ſaid to you, that the greateſt 
bulwark againſt the foreign and home enemys, was the everlaſting unity of 
lord Townſhend, the ſecretary, and Mr. Walpole, that whilſt they went hand in 
hand, the expectations of both were equally abſurd and ridiculous, and the 
Jacobites had very little to hope. This already appears by the gayneſs of the 
diſaffected, who tho? ſilent ten days ago, are now as loud as ever in the coffee- 
houſes; and I ſaw twenty guineas given, to be repaid with ten times the ſum, 
when baron Price is chancellour. | | hs 
Forgive me for letting you know theſe particulars, and impute it to my 
zeal for my country and my extraordinary veneration for the ſecretary : I 
muſt take the liberty to let you know the world crys aloud againſt him, and 
if his correſpondents from hence be faithfull, he muſt be ſenſible of it. All I 
am able to ſay in his vindication, avails but little, yet I require ſome further 
proofs, before I can give into opinion, that he will be guilty of that faithleſſ- 
neſs with which he is charged: for God's ſake, wont he conſider, he not only 
forfeits his private honour, but will draw upon himſelf a number of enemys, 
which he will find it impoſſible to ſubſiſt againſt, The miniſtry looks upon this 
junfture as a tryal between the Engliſh and German councils, and will no doubt 
exert themſelves in a manner becoming Engliſhmen; and I ſhould be very 
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ſorry indeed, to find him that has preſerved ſo ſteady a character hitherto, Period II. 
forfeit it by adhering to a new intereſt in oppoſition to thoſe who have I will rider dog 4 1 

ſay promoted his equally with their own. I delivered the meſſage he com- 1710. 

manded me to Mr. Walpole. I wiſh I cou'd aſſure myſelf, twas received 

with that confidence that heretofore ſuch a meſſage wou'd have been received. 

Several conjectures are made from my being ſent expreſs with this unwellcome 
alteration, (I may boldly ſo call it, fince the whole body of the king's friends 

are diſpleaſed at it) but moſt agree that 'twas to hinder me from knowing by 

what councils theſe meaſures were purſued, and from having opportunitys of 

learning what is yet intended. But my friend will permit me to ſay, notwith- 

ſtanding the great care that was taken by him to prevent my knowledge of any 

of theſe matters, I was not ſo alltogether ignorant of them as he may imagine; 

but I all along depended upon the ſecretary's integrity, and that another expe- 

dient was forming which wou'd have been much more conſiſtent with his honour 

and profit; and you may remember, that when I was apprehenſive of lord 

Townſhend's being ſent to Ireland, I expreſſed my concern, and hoped the 1 

ſecretary wou'd never be the adviſer of it. All I ſhall ſay further is, that I am | 

afraid he will find himſelf trick'd by a man, who tho' ſo unreaſonable in his i 

pretenſions, has the ſmalleſt intereſt of any one that's admitted to his majeſty's 

council board. Forgive me dear fir, for taking up ſo much of your time; | 
but I ſhould think myſelf unworthy the future favour of Mr. Stanhope, if I | | 1 

flattered him, or forbore to let him know things as they are: perhaps thoſe who | | 
have greater expectations from him, will be cautious how they do this; but 1 

I ſhall allways chuſe to give a faithfull account of things, tho? diſagreeable, rather 
than one filled with falſehood and flattery. One thing I muſt not omit, which is, 

that Mr. Micklethwaite has offered wagers, that Mr. Walpole will be out in 

thirty days; but notwithſtanding his imprudence, I will pray that he, lord 

Townſhend, and Mr. Stanhope may unite and remain what they have long 

been, a terror to king George's enemys; if they do not, I ſhall expect a long 

continuance of the preſent diſorder and diſcontent, tho* I aſſure you, that 
will be to no one upon earth more diſagreeable than to dear fir, &c. 
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vr Reproves him for his miſtaking the motives of ſecretary Stanhope's conduct, 


1716. 


Harrington 
Papers. 


and for his ill. judged zeal, - Conſiders the removal of lord Townſhend to the 
lord lieutenancy of Ireland, a promotion, not a diſgrace. 


1 Have received your two letters, and am, I confeſs, concerned to 
find your zeal for the public not ſo well directed, as I am ſatisfied it might 
have been, by thoſe you have lately converſed with, had they thought it for 
their advantage to have it ſo; but as I never pretend to make converts againſt 
people's inclinations, I ſhall wave talking deeply with you upon this ſubject, 
and endeavour always to agree with you in things more indifferent to us 
both. I cannot, however, but take notice, that the turn you ſay you uſed in 
excuſe of the ſecretary, for I think you do not fay you made it yourſelf, 
might full as well have been let alone, fince it is founded upon a groundleſs 
ſuppoſition, and which at the fame time is very prejudicial, and as I think of 
things, injurious to the king, for whoſe honour and intereſt all ſides would, I 


thought, have willingly been ſuppoſed to have a regard. I believe, when you 


are as cool as I am, you will fee as I do, that what you call this prodigious 
change in the miniſtry, is the removal of one man from a great place to a 
greater; the reſt which is done, being only the advancement of ſome perſons, 
who have deſerved well of their country, and are unexceptionable to all: and 
this without the turning out of any one man; and that the fall of ſtocks, 
which you mention in both your letters, and ſay that by that the reſentment 
of the city is ſhewn upon this occaſion, tho* uncertain from whence it pro- 
ceeds, yet certainly amounts to not one per cent. which you know very often 
happens without any reaſon at all. Nor will I, till you are cooler, pretend to 
prove to you, that a king may without injuſtice, and ſuch as ought to be re- 
ſented by all good fubjeQs, remove one ſubject from a good poſt to a better, 
unleſs he ſhall at the ſame time explain to that ſervant, and to all his fellow 
ſervants the reaſons why he thought it for his ſervice that it ſhould be ſo. 
If it is ſuggeſted that more removes are intended, I can aſſure you there are 
perſons of your acquaintance in England, who know better; and if they diſ- 
guiſe it from the world, they do not uſe that candour they have been thought 
to be maſters of. As to the infinuations in your letter concerning the ſecre- 
tary, fince we are upon a foot of freedom together, and telling our private 
thoughts, I cannot help obſerving to you, that it is in no reſpe& becoming 
you 
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doubtleſs will be able to ſupport itſelf. But ſhall conclude this long letter 
with acquainting you, that I have obeyed your commands to the prince, who 


was glad to hear you was well, as I ſhall be to find you ſo in England, and to 


end all theſe variances of opinion, which ſeem reducible into a very narrow 
compaſs, over a bottle of true hermitage. Being, &c. 
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SECRETARY STANHOPE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Complains that his conduct has been miſapprehended. —Defires him to uſe his 
influence with lord Townſhend to accept the lord lieutenancy of Ireland. 
Fuſtifies his own conduct. | 

DEAR SIR, Hanover, Jan. 1, 1717. 
Have received the favour of your two letters of the 12th of December, and 
am very ſorry to find, that what I judged and meant as a ſervice to my 

lord Townſhend, is reſented in the manner it is. I delivered my lord 

Townſhend's letter to the king ; and inſtead of repreſenting his lordſhip's re- 

fuſal to his prejudice, I have procured his majeſty's commands to repeat this 

offer to his lordſhip, and I rather chooſe to mention it to you, than to write di- 

rectly to his lordſhip as yet. In the mean time I am commanded to acquaint 

you, that Ireland will be kept open till the king comes to England, and I cannot 
help telling you, that I think you cannot do your king, your country, and my 
lord Townſhend a more ſignal ſervice, than by prevailing with his lordſhip to 
accept of it. If you can ſuggeſt to me any method by which it may ſtill more 


plainly and evidently appear, that the king's intention and defire was, that he 


ſhould be lord lieutenant of Ireland; I ſhall be obliged to you, and will cer- 
tainly convince you, that you have judged hardly of your humble ſervant, 
in ſuppoſing it was not meant ſo. I do not write to my lord, becauſe I fear, 
that any thing which comes from me, at this time, will only irritate. But I do 
pray you to communicate to him, what I have in command from his majeſty, 
in relation to this buſineſs. I have as juſt a value for old friends as is poſ- 
ſible, and I cannot, I confeſs, diſcover that I have been guilty of a breach of 
friendſhip, in procuring the offer of Ireland, at a time when the king was de- 
termined he ſhould not be ſecretary. 

I wiſh it had been as eaſy for me to have got ridd of my office of ſecretary, 
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as I will venture to affirm, it was impoſſible to have kept lord Townſhend ſo. 
Ought I, either in my own name or in the name of the whiggiſh party, to have 
told the king, that my lord Townſhend muſt continue to be ſecretary of ſtate, 
or that I, nor any other of our friends, would have any thing to do. I really 
have not yet learnt to ſpeak ſuch language to my maſter; and I think a king 
is very unhappy, if he is the only man in the nation, who cannot challenge any 
friendſhip from thoſe of his ſubje&s, whom he thinks fit to employ. I think 
more is not required from a man in behalf of his friend, than in behalf of him- 
ſelf. And I can aſſure you, that it would be impoſſible for me to bring myſelf 
to tell the king I won't ſerve him, unleſs he give me juſt the employment which 
I like beſt, tho' at the ſame time he either gives or continues to me an em- 
ployment much more honourable and beneficial than that which I had a fancy 
for. You alarm me, and I fear with too much truth, with the conſequences 
of this ſtep, which may prove very fatal, and create a diviſion amongſt the 
whiggs. But pray, at whoſe door muſt this reſentment. be laid? I hope that 
you will grow cooler on your ſide; that even my lord Townſhend will ſacri- 
fice his reſentment to the public good. And I would then gladly know what 
cauſe or colour of uneaſineſs there can be to any honeſt man. I heartily wiſh 
you may well conſider all circumſtances, and promote that union amongſt well 
meaning men, which is neceſſary. No one man in the world can do ſo much 
good as yourſelf; and give me leave to ſay, no one man will, I think, have 
more to anſwer for to his country, if you do not heartily endeavour to make 
up theſe breaches. That I have never been wanting in any kind of friendly 


office to you, I am perfectly conſcious to myſelf; and I am ſure, that my in- 
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tereſt, as well as inclination, lead me to wiſh the continuance of a friendſhip I 
ever valued. Pray excuſe me to your brother Horace, to whom I am ſin- 
cerely a well wiſher, though he be very angry with me. I am, &c. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Denies that any other removal is intended. Hopes that he will have no thoughts 
of quitting his place in the treaſury, and truſts that their friendſhip wil} 
conlinue. 

DEAR SIR, | Hanover, Jan, 3, 1716—17. 
AVING ſent by laſt poſt an anſwer to vour letters of the 12th inſtant ; 
this ſerves chiefly to cover a duplicate of the ſame letter which goes by a 

meſſenger for fear of accidents. Upon reading over your letters again, I 

wonder what could induce you to make uſe of one expreſſion. You caution 

us 
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us to ſtopp our hands, and to proceed no further in changes, when both lord Period IL. 
Sunderland and I had told you in the ſtrongeſt terms we could, that no other DS 
alteration was thought of, or intended; unleſs your quitting your employment 
ſhould have made it abſolutely neceſſary to fill it. At the ſame time, I think 
I could not expreſs in words more ſtrong than I did, how much I deſired 
that might not happen. Notwithſtanding the paſſion you were in when you 
writt, I am very glad you expreſſed no thoughts of leaving the king's ſervice, 
and I will even flatter myſelf that you will ſtill prevail upon lord Townſhend to 
accept Ireland, and that we may continue to live and att for the king's ſervice, 
with the ſame friendſhip and union which has been. I think it more reſpe&- 
full to my lord Townſhend, that I ſhould not write to him to acquaint him 
with the king's repeating the offer of Ireland, till I hear from you, who are 
more likely to prevail. I am, &c. | 


1717. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO SECRETARY METHUEN. 


Requeſts him to continue in office, — Repreſents the ill conſequences which muſt | 
reſult from his reſignation—and entreats him to uſe his influence to prevail 
on lord Townſhend to accept the lord lieutenancy.—Declares that the king 
would rather abdicate, than reinſtate lord Townſhend, 

DEAR SIR, 


Hanover, Jan. 13, 1716-17, 
J Am favoured with three private letters from you, two of the 12th e 
one of the 14th of December. The intercepted letters are indeed very 
curious, and you may depend upon it, that I will take particular care Praugbt. 
to bring over every one that has been ſent hither; and I have informed jy e |; 
his majeſty, that you will continue the method my lord Townſhend had taken | | A | 
in relation to this ſecret correſpondence. As to the buſineſs of the Scotch | 
ſignet, you have certainly done very right. The duke of Roxburghe had | 
writ to me about it, and I had yeſterday received the king's commands before 
your letter came. I am ſorry that Pringle ſuffers by this, and ſhall be ex- 5 | 
tremely glad if he can ſuggeſt any proper thing for himſelf, which I do aſſure 1 
you, I will very heartily endeavour to procure for him. 
As to your other letter concerning yourſelf, I am more at a loſs how to under- 
ſtand, or how to anſwer it. What I have writ to you in my publick diſpatch of 
this day, will ſufficiently inform you of the king's ſentiments touching you, and 
how little diſpoled he is to take any thing you have writ amiſs. He deſires 
and expects you will continue where you are, and every thing you ſay to excuſe 
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ourſelf, is a farther argument for the king to wiſh it. I am but too ſenſible 
of the many difficultys the king 1s like to labour under, and I proteſt before 
God, that no conſideration upon earth, but my attachment to his majeſty, 
would engage me to go on in this life. But I do really think, that one does 
owe ſomething to one's prince, and to ſo good a prince. He thinks fit to re- 
move one fervant from a worſe to a better poſt. Is this a reaſon for others 
to abandon him? I am ſure, that if it had happened to yourſelf to be turned 
out, and without any colour of reaſon, you would not in your own caſe, let your 
reſentment carry you to any indecent behaviour, much leſs would you ſpirit up 
mankind to ſuch diviſions, as muſt end in the deftruftion of your country, if 
not prevented. Do ſome people expect by their behaviour to force the king 
to make my lord Townſhend ſecretary again? if they do, they dont know 
him; if they do not, what do they propoſe? I writ laſt night to Walpole, by 
the king's command, and repeated the offer of Ireland to my lord Townſhend, 
Whoever wiſhes well to his king, to his country, and to my lord Townſhend, 
ought to perſuade him ſtill to accept of it. 1 hope Walpole, upon cooler 
thoughts, will uſe his endeavours to this end, and Ireland will be kept open till 
the king's return. If you have any intereſt or credit with them, for God's. 
fake make uſe of it upon this occaſion. They may poſſibly unking their 
maſter, or (which I do before God think very poſſible) make him abdicate 
England; but they will certainly not force him to make my lord Townſhend 
ſecretary. I will not enter into the reafons which have engaged the king to 
take this meaſure, but *tis taken, and I will aſk any whigg, whether the differ- 
ence to the public between one man's being ſecretary, or lord lieutenant of 
Ireland, is of ſuch conſequence, that we ought to hazard every thing for the 
reſentment of one man? Pardon me, dear fir, for venting myſelf thus freely. 
I am writing to one of the very few honeſt men of our country, and *tis to 
fuch that we muſt owe our ſalvation, if we are to be ſaved. The king will ſet 
out in ten days; God willing, I am ever, &c. 


NM. DB 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


M. DE SLINGELANDT* To LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Ireland. Truſts and hopes that he will not withdraw from the public ſervice; 
and deſcribes the ill conſequences of ſuch a conduct. 
MY LORD, a la Haye le 5 Jan, 1716-17, 
'ABORD que J'ai appris la nouvelle de votre demiſſion, j'en Etois fi 
frappe que J'heſitois, ſi je garderois le filence, ce que l' amitiè dont 
vous m*honorez ſembloit ne pas me permettre; ou fi je vous Ecrivois; 
bien aſſure que votre dẽmiſſion ne peut Etre attribute qu'a une intrigue 
de cour, ou a la meſintelligence entre le roy et le prince; et la voyant d'ailleurs 
accompagnee d'une demonſtration autentique de la conſideration que le roy 
continue d'avoir pour vous, en vous offrant un poſte de tant de confiance et 
d'honneur, que la vice-royauté d' Irlande, j*etois incertain de quel oeil vous 
regardriez ce changement; quoique je ne puiſſe le regarder que comme pre- 
judiciable au bien des affaires, tant de votre pais que du notre; connoiſſant et 
vos talens et vos principes. Mais depuis que j'ai appris que vous refuſez la 


vice-royaute, je ne puis plus douter que vous ne regardiez ce changement 


comme une diſgrace, et comme une raiſon de vous Eloigner de la cour et des 
affaires. 

Je vous avoue my lord, que cela m'a cauſe une veritable douleur, car 
quoique vos ſentimens ne ſoient trop connus pour craindre, que vous ſoyez 
capable d'agir par un principe de reſſentiment; le roi n'en ſera pas moins 
prive d'un conſeiller de votre ſuffiſance et capacité, et la diviſion entre les 
principaux membres du bon parti (diviſion dont les ſuites ſont tant à craindre) 
ne Sen augmentera pas moins, et fe terminera peut etre en ſchiſme declare. 
C'eſt du moins ce que nous autres ẽtrangers apprehendons, et ce que les enne- 
mis de votre conſtitution ſouhaitent. C'eſt a la verite un doux plaiſir de ſe 
faire regretter par ceux de meme dont on croit avoir ſouffert du tort; mais 
vous ne pouvez pas vous faire regretter, my lord, ſans que le publique en 
ſouffre d'avance; et je vous connois trop d'amour pour le bien public, pour 
ne pas ſacrifier a cet amour tout ce que pourroit flatter votre amour propre. 

C'eſt pour toutes ces conſiderations, qu'uſant du privilege que Pamitie donne, 
Je prens la libertẽ de vous ſupplier, my lord, de ne pas vous rendre inutile a votre 
roi et a votre patrie, mais au contraire de donner en cette rencontre une preuve 
eclatante que rien ne peut vous detourner d'employer les grands talens dont 


* Alcading manin the republic, afterwards penſionary of Holland. 


Dicu 
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Period II. 


1714 to 1720. 


Expreſſes his regret that lord Townſhend had declined the lord lieutenancy of ——>— 


1717. 


Townſhend 
Papers. 
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Eras _ Dieu vous a donne, au veritable uſage pour le quel vous les avez recus, c'eſt 
Ian dire au ſervice du publique. L'on vient de ſigner alliance avec la France. 
1717, Elle peut avoir d'heureuſes ſuites, fi vous demeurez bien unis en Angleterre; 


ſans quoi vous perdrez votre credit 1gi, et cefſerez auſh bien que nous d'Ctre 
reſpettable a la France, 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO M. SLINGELANDT. 


Vindicates his conduct againſt the charge of delaying the ſignature of the al- 
liance with France., caballing with the duke of Argyle.—Of ſupporting 


the intereſts of the prince of Wales in oppoſition to the king, —And of coun- 
teracting the ſcheme of northern politics. 
SIR, 


— 


= ; 
_—_ = 


- — — == — FFT E 
— - . ͤ —— E — — —— — — 5 £ = a — = 
_ Nr Ee AE EE — ZE —_——— EE REI EI II. n= = — —  ———— . I 
now —_nt _ = — = T == — — — 2 _— >> - Pe — = — —ʃ— — — — — _— — — — — — * 
— — _ IEEE — = — — — — = = —— x = - >" —— — — — = — — - - — 2 7 - => — — pan” — 
— —— = — — — IE EEE = — ne — = = = — — — - = 4 — — — — — — £ 2 
= at SEES == --- _= | EEE Er G 0-44. a — 5 
TG TE ͤ ͤ—ꝗ— e —— — _ = — >= — - — ——— — 7 === 1 — — 1 - 5 — — 7 —_—— — YL — — = —— 8 — 
= — = — a — —— 5 * — — — — — — — — = - — — == — — , — — 15 — 
= - — . = 2 © — — — = —* — 1 AE — — — —— — adn 4 Mn — — - — _ 
- - — — — = = 2 — — — — = 2 * - > - | rb > ur > - 
— : — = — - —= = —= * — — : —— — 
8 —— CAS - _ — x — 2 — — — — — _—— < * — — — — —— - 7 7 — — = r — * 
—̃ („— = X 2 pe — — : = — = — — = 22 —— 7 — — => > 4 E < - — _ 
— — — — = = — — : — . - — — — — —— — I - — — 
ZE — — = —.— IE = —— —— 2 
- — —— - : g - „ — — => * 
— == — — : - , * — — 
——— — 8 = Ro * 8 — 
-— 


— 


— 


—— 
— 


Jan. 1-12, 1716—17. 
Townſhend J Have receiv'd the honour of your letter, and much oblig'd to you for the 
W kind part you are pleas'd to take in my late diſgrace; the friendſhip which 
Draught, you expreſs upon this occaſion, cannot but be the more valuable to me, for 
thoſe ſentiments of honour and publick ſpiritedneſs, with which I find it ani- 
mated; and it is no ſmall ſatisfaction to me to reflect, that as long as I ſteddily 
purſue theſe good ends (which I have ever eſteem'd to be their own great re- 
ward) I ſhall have the pleaſure, in ſpite of the malicious endeavours of my ene- 
mies, to ſecure to mylelf the friendſhip of one, whoſe favourable opinion, I 
look upon as the moſt honourable teſtimony my actions can receive. That ill 
impreſhons, therefore, occaſioned by flying reports, may not rob me of any 
part of ſo valuable a friendſhip, I ſhall take the liberty to communicate to you, 
under the greateſt confidence, all the cauſes of my late diſgrace that have yet 
been alledg'd, and are come to my knowledge; which are of ſuch a nature as 
will, I flatter myſelf, make it eaſy for me to juſtify to you, the reſolution I have 
taken, of declining the offer made me of the heutenancy of Ireland. 

The firſt occaſion of the king's expreſſing any diſpleaſure againſt me (that I 
know of) was for ſending over the full powers to lord Cadogan and Mr. Wal- 
pole, drawn up in general terms, without making expreſs mention of the treaty 
with France; which omiſſion, having been laid hold of by the abbe du Bois, 
as a pretence for his delaying to ſign the treaty, was repreſented to his majeſty 
as con:riv*d by me, on purpoſe to gain time, till the States could be ready to 
ſign in conjunction with Great Britain; and thus I was once more to ſuffer for 
too great a complyance with Holland, I muſt confeſs, that in my own private 
opinion, I thought what was done by Mr. Stanhope and the abbe du Bois at 


Hanover, 
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that it would carry a much better appearance for the miniſters of his majeſty and 
the States to ſign the treaty at one and the ſame time. But his majeſty having 
expreſſed his pleaſure otherwiſe, without ever deſiring to know my ſentiments 


as to this point, I did not offer my opinion to the contrary, and was ſo far from 


deſigning (by ſuch a pitiful artifice and evaſion) to elude the king's intentions, 
that I made no manner of doubt, but the treaty would have been ſigned di- 
realy, in virtue of thoſe full powers, which were allow'd to be ſufficient by 
monſieur d' Iberville, lord Cadogan, and all who are verſed in forms of that na- 
ture. And indeed the true reaſon of my chooſing to have them drawn in ge- 
neral terms, was, that if the king ſhould think it neceſſary to have his miniſters 
ſign ſeperately, before thoſe of the States, that ſeperate inſtrument might (ac- 
cording to his majeſty's intentions) be afterwards perfectly ſunk upon our 
ſigning alltogether, and no footſteps of any ſuch order appear in the full 
powers whenever they ſhould come to be made publick together with the treaty. 
However, upon the firſt intimation of the abbe's objection, without waiting 
for his majeſty's orders, I immediately procur'd a new full power in the form 
defir'd by the abbe, and gott it paſs'd through the ſeveral offices, and diſpatch'd 
in one day's time. My conduct therefore in this particular, was ſo clear and ſo 
juſtifiable, that my enemies failed in this attempt; for upon a full repreſentation 
of theſe facts to his majeſty, he was pleas'd to expreſs himſelf entirely ſatisfied. 
Another reaſon of his majeſty's diſpleafure, I am told, has been my ſuppos'd 
caballing with the duke of Argyll, and undertaking to procure his reconciliation 
with the king; in relation to which, I can ſafely affirm, that ſince the king's 
leaving England, I have never had the leaſt converſation with the duke of 
Argyll (otherwiſe than accidentally at court, in the eye and hearing of every 
body) except once at his requeſt, from which he parted highly diffatisfied with 
my brother Walpole and me, for having tutour'd him {as he called it) for two 
hours together. And indeed, the whole ſubject of our converſation was to 
convince him, that the only poſhble method for him ever to hope to recover 
the king's favour, was to ſhew an entire ſubmiſſion to his majeſty, and to be- 
have himſelf without any ſigns of reſentment in parliament; not undertaking 
however, either directly or indirectly to effect his reconciliation upon theſe or 
any other terms; and all the repreſentation that ever was made in his behalf, 
was only this, that when my brother Horace Walpole was ſent by the prince 


to Hanover, I deſired him to tell Mr. Stanhope in confidence, that I thought 


it would facilitate the king's {ſervice in parliament, if the duke of Argyll's family 
: and, 
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Hanover, made it unneceſlary for us to ſign ſeparately again at the Hague; and Period II. 
I 7 14 to 1720. 
—32— 


1717. 
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Period II. and dependants were not made abſolutely deſperate, but had ſome diſtant hopes 


1714 to 1720. 


1717. 


given them, that upon behaving themſelves well in parliament, there would be 
a poſſibility of their meriting his majeſty's favour again; which however, I deſired 
might be left to Mr. Stanhope to mention to the king, or wholely to drop as 
he ſhould think moſt adviſeable. 

But the laſt and blackeſt imputation is what is contain'd in a letter, which 
1 have ſeen, under lord Sunderland's own hand, of the ſame date with thoſe 
which brought my difmiſſion, in which he directly charges the lord chancellor, 
my brother Walpole, and me, with having entered into engagements with the 
prince and duke of Argyll, and form'd deſigns againft the king's authority. 
The fatall conſequences of any miſunderſtanding between the king and prince 
are ſo very obvious, and the bare inſinuation of ſuch a defign as is implied in 
lord Sunderland's letter, is a charge of ſo high and extenſive a nature, that it 
is hard to conceive how ſo much villany and infatuation could poſſeſs the 
heart of any man as to ſuggeſt ſuch an infamous accuſation, not only without 
evidence, but without the leaſt colour or pretence. Since it will be ealy to 
make it appear from every ſtep of the prince's behaviour, that he has con- 
fined himſelf ſtrictly to the limitations preſcrib'd by the king his father; and 
that he has never exerciſed the leaſt power of any kind without taking re- 
ſpective opinions and advice of thoſe in whoſe hands the king thought fitt to 
leave the ſeveral offices and departments of public buſineſs. 
ing the miſrepreſentations under which, I with ſeveral others of his majeſty's 
ſervants, had the misfortune to labour with the prince, at the time when the 
king left England, I cannot but think it a particular ſervice to his majeſty's 
affairs, as well as my own great happineſs, that I found means by my aſſiduity 
with the prince, to efface thoſe ill impreſſions which had been given him of me, 
and which muſt otherwiſe have prov'd a great obſtruction to the public ſer- 
vice. And I defy my lord Sunderland, or any one elſe, to produce one 
ſingle inſtance of my having made an ill uſe of the confidence with which his 
royal highneſs was pleas'd to honour me, or of the prince's having invaded 
the regal prerogative in any the minuteſt branch, or having deviated in any 
particular of his behaviour, ſince his majeſty's leaving England, from that en- 
tire duty and ſubmiſſion which he ought always to ſhew towards the king his 
father; and I muſt own to you, that inſtead of expecting this unjuſt and ſcan- 
dalous imputation (which if true, would require much harder uſage than what 
I have met with) I had the vanity to think, that no ſervice which I ever per- 
form'd to his majeſty, was equally meritorious with that of having had ſome 
ſmall 


And conſider. _ 
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' ſmall ſhare in cultivating in his royal highneſs thoſe good diſpoſitions, which Period IT. 
alone could have made the king and the nation eaſy during his majeſty's -e 
abſence. | | | 1717. 

You will not wonder, therefore, if when inſtead of having theſe fond ex- 
pectations anſwer' d, I found myſelf removed from being ſecretary, and this 
removal grounded on a charge of the higheſt nature, by a perſon ſo near the 
king as lord Sunderland; I thought it no ways conſiſtent with my reputation, 
to accept of the offer his majeſty was pleas'd to make me of the lieutenancy of 
Ireland, which poſt I muſt have refuſed at any other time ; my private affairs 
not permitting me to remove to Ireland, any more than common honeſty 
would, allowing me to putt the profits of that employment in my pocket, with- 
out going over to do the duty's of it. So that upon the whole, I am ſatisfied 
you will agree with me in thinking, that after being turn'd out of the ſe- 
cretary's office in ſuch a manner, my accepting the lieutenancy of Ireland, 
under the circumſtances abovemention'd, would have appear'd to the world 
like a confeſſion of ſome degree of guilt, and a tacit compounding for pardon 
which far from enabling me to ſerve my country, muſt have robb'd me of all 
means of ever doing good hereafter, either in a private or public ſtation, 

Theſe are all the reaſons I have yet heard alledg'd for my diſgrace. Lord 
Sunderland, indeed, did ſometime ago write me a letter in one of his frenzy 
fitts, in which he lays down very extraordinary notions, and ſuch doubts as 
he will find very impracticable as far as they relate to this country, upon the 
ſubjeQ of the northern affairs: but I made him no anſwer to his letter, and 
having never been acquainted with the king's ſcheme as to thoſe affairs, neither 
in whole or in part, I ſuppoſe I am not puniſh'd for not acquieſcing in what was 
never yet communicated to me. However, though theſe are the topics given out 
by my enemies, I am far from thinking that they are the true and originall 
cauſes of my diſgrace. I believe the ducheſs of Munſter, Mr. Bernſtoff and Mr, 
Robethon, could give a much more exact and authentic account of the real 
cauſes that produced this event, if they thought it as much for their own ſer- 
vice, as it might be for my credit to have the whole myſtery of this alteration 
Jaid open. 

I hope what has been ſaid, will be ſufficient to convince you, that I have not 
hitherto acted upon a principle of private paſſion and reſentment on this oc- 
caſion; and I promiſe you faithfully, that nothing of that kind, ſhall ever with 
me, ſtand in competion with the good of the public, or with that deſireable 
union, on which that publick good is founded, 

VOL, 11. PART 11. Y My 


CN Ie og I: * 
e 


G . Tue 2 * N ><; 4% A 2463 - 
* g Py , * ” 8 * * * a 8 I * 8 9 0 aq xt A g 3 I 9 — = 
— 9 c „A — OUR IS <" hg g — 
* ; " 5 1 * 2 a — 9 8 — — —— = — * > — hs rr ee rat —— . 
* — . — * . * — —— maT RS 8 — 
a 5 g = D © - 
— — * - — ae a 0 <—_—_— — RS I = 
—_ * — no — 32 - - — ꝓ — 9p — — —— —— —ͤ— — 
« — — 18 ws — - l "——— — n 
— n * — EEE II. A 5 1 ko 5 . 2 — * > — — 2 —— — — w—— — 9 — — 
LI 8 4 - — bi G r . 6 — — — — mn — — —— — 0 — — 28 
— — 2 — = — . — moon et Ld FR. he Ea or — — — — 2 
— —— — 2 een n = — — — — — — — — 4 — — — 
1 — — — — — — — — — — 2 — — — — — — 
— — — — — 


by A 
— x —_ 2 0” —— — — — 
_ n - 
l as Vaan. Ls. — 
S = — 


162 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period Il, My duty, my honour, and my intereſt, do all of them attach me to the king 
17 14 to 1720. 2 ba . . * 
2 and his ſervice; one undutyful action towards him, or my oppoſing his real ſer- 


1717. 


Heinfius. 


Stanhope 
Papers. 


vice in the minuteſt particular, would be giving the lye to all I have been doing, 
ever ſince I came into the world. I beg you would communicate this letter 
to no ſoul living, except it be to our common friend the penſionary, * 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


General diſcontent at lord Townſhend's removal. —Sanguine eæpectations of the 
tories, jacobites, and diſcontented whigs.—Stanhope's defendants, buſy and 
empertinent.—Requeſts that no further offer of the lord licutenancy may be 

made to lord Townſhend till the king's return. 


DEAR SIR, London, Jan, 1-12, 1716—17. | 

J Have the favour of your's of the 1ſt inſtant, N. S. and am glad to find you 
ſeem to be in a little better temper than you were, and believe me, if you 
were here, you would be ten times more ſenſible, than any repreſentations 
from hence can poſſibly make of the ill effects of what is a doing. The uni- 
verſal diſcontent and apprehenſions of all that wifh well, is more than can be 
expected, and I doe aſſure you, this is not owing to any induſtry or endea- 
vours of thoſe that may be thought more nearly concerned. The ſpiritt of 


the tories and jacobites is at the ſame time reviv'd beyond meafure, and has 


had this effect allready, that ſummonſes are ſent into all parts of England to 
make a general muſter, when *tis certain they had no thoughts before of 
giving any trouble this ſeſſions; I muſt farther acquaint you, that the diſcon- 
tented whigs flatter themſelves, that the game is now their own, and are diſ- 
poſing and dividing of all the employments with an air of authority, which you 
may eaſily imagine, gives great creditt and weight to thoſe in poſſeſſion. 1 


cannot forbear telling you, that ſome immediate creatures and dependants of 


| your's, are the moſt buſy and impertinent in all parts of the town; I have ſaid 
thus much in ſhort, that you may be truely inform'd of the ſtate of affairs. 


If you have any other accounts from hence, you are abus'd, and depend upon 
it, you will find the ſenſe of every man in England of any conſideration, that 
you ever had any eſteem for, or that deſerves the leaſt regard, to be the ſame. 

When I have ſaid this, I will not enter into any reaſoning or argumentation 
with you at this diſtance, but think, you muſt be ſenſible, that a great deal of 
what you ſay, is not to be ſupported in a converſation betwixt old freinds. We 
very well underſtand the language of miniſters, but when this matter comes to 
TEE be 
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be canvaſs'd with freedom and liberty, you will be ſenſible of more than *tis Period II. 
| 1714 t01720, 
proper to write. AGEL 2" 
In the mean time, as to what immediately concerns my lord Townſhend, I 1717. 
muſt only beg at preſent, that you will prevent a ſecond hardſhip being putt 
upon him, by a ſecond offer of the lieutenancy of Ireland, and fince you 
ſay, that the king commanded you to acquaint me, that Ireland ſhall be kept 
open till his majeſty comes into England, there can be no difficulty in this, 
or at leaſt no neceſſity of doing any thing till his Majeſtie's arrivall. 
You will give me leave to think it a little hard when you ſay, no one. man 
will have more to anſwer for to his country, than I may have. I agree with 
you, if I do not honeſtly endeavour to make up theſe breaches, I ſhall be very 
much to blame; but if what has been done, or is {till to be fear'd, have or ſhall 
make that impoſſible, the weight will fall elſewhere, and be a burthen too 
heavy to bear. Lett me uſe your own words; you muſt grow cooler 
on your fide, conſider all circumſtances, and remember that in England, the 
manner of doing things is often more to be regarded than the thing is itſelf, 
and I am confident I ſhall be able to convince you when we meet, that 
my lord Townſhend's caſe can be conſider'd in no other light. I can give 
no advice, but repeat what I ſaid before; take care that nothing more be done, 
till you are upon the ſpott: I think you will alter your ſentiments with the 


— — —— — WEI Ee II er —— - 


* — * 2 > "I 7 — —— » — — = 
"M6 n e * E : —_ * — — - IEEE En — — = 
— = 1 _ - —ê _ _ — CER EEE. 29 ERC — RD — ——— —— = — — — 
8 —— — CENT = SE — % — — 5 Fad . == - — ——_—  — — — —— — — = — — — TT — — 8 
= EDS = SD i=" dE SY — £ — — DAE — — 
— —— — — — — — — — —— — —ñ — — — TY — — — — —— — — — 2 — —— = = 
— earner - - — — — — — E — — — —— Ee —— — — — 3 = 
— N TITS. 8 I EEE EX Pri : <=. — - i=: — — XX — — — pe — — —— 
— — p J — 2 = TS — 2 — — — — — — — 
— 4 . — — - 


— 
— 


— — — — 


4 
53+ 
4 } 
90 1 
1 $45 
35 1 0 
111 
it 
* 
A 
Wil: 
11 
1; : 
1 lil 
way: 
Walks 
: FP! 
1 1 
140 
Nan 
ll N 
111 
{ 4 
" 
vel iN 
| 
[ 
4 1.4 
„ 1 
1 
5 a 
el 
7 0 
* | i: 
\ f 
" 
WOW 
* þ 
U 


2 
LIZ 


— I — — . ̃ — ĩꝛ—— — 
— ——— — — 


1 — 


— -- 40 . — — — — — — — 70 3 CAT tf — — . oo — — — — — — = — — == 4 ” — 4 
— _—_ 2 25 CIS EA ARES * AS - — = —— 2 ne — - BIoo om on en — — = — — — — — — — = —— - — - — — — — pong —-— — — — — — Wt 
— . 2 ———— 2 — — bn — 0mm yore — - — Wb = r — — = - — —̃ DÄ. ..... ———j— ͤ et ern p Ry Ser nant . . < : - — MS I — — — — — — - — u- = 3 - 
2 A = x 8 - . —— — — —— — — — — DLIL AR — r ————— — = — . — 4 2 — 2 = - — ̃ — — — —— — — Canes — - ge © ren : — Ct —. — — — : 
* - - —— — — - ——— : —. — 2 © D — ———— . — —.— — ——— —ê s — ä — — ——ͤ— _ - ... TS — —— E — —— ne Toes Done Be EE = — . —— — —— — . — — — — —— — 8 — — — ig eg — —— 
— —— nn _— — LESS - — — — — . —— — . — — —— —— 27 — — = „FF — — 2 9 ß —TTdTdTdTſT—T—T'TT———————— — —— — ̃ — 5 x : — NED — — 5 : _ 
— nn noe I —— — = — E K — — One ne — — — — SES —= = — .. = — = 5 - : — ELIT; = === Ih — = 5 — — — — — — — — — — _ © — — N 
. = 2 r 25 —— It by —=-"-IF = — — — = 8 — — — —— — —— — - , 
— - — =_ 


i 

climate, if you have not drank deeper of the bowle than I am willing to be- 1 
lieve. For as I lived with you ſo many years in intimacy and freindſhip, I if 
ſhall be glad ſtill to live and dye upon that foot, and ſhall with great pleaſure 90 
ſee you deliver'd from imputations, it would grieve you to think of. I will I 
do my part, and if you will do yours, it ſeems poſſible to retrieve the moſt i 
fatall ſtep, that ever was taken: that all may go well, is my fincere wiſhes, 1 
and I am, with all poſſible truth dear fir, your moſt faithfull humble ſervant. "Ji 
SECRETARY STANHOPE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 1 

Will follow his advice not to make any further offer of the lord lieutenancy to 4 
lord Townſhend.—Is ready with lord Sunderland to conciliate matters. — 1 
Earneſtly entreats him to prevail on lord Townſhend to comply. And promiſes i 
in the king's name, to permit his lordſhip in due time to exchange that place Mi 
for another, — Juſtifies his own conduct. 0 
DEAR SIR, Hague, January the 16th, 1717. bal 

; 3 . tanho Li) 

1 Have received this morning the favour of your's of the iſt inſtant, O. S. and Oy 0 
I ſhall follow the advice you are pleaſed to give me, of writing nothing to - 4 

: Op. 100 

1 2 | | lord i 1 

I 

1 

5 | i . 
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Period II. lord Townſhend touching Ireland, which as I told you, his majeſty will keep 
171401720: open till his arrival. Since you ſeem to lay a greater ſtreſs upon the manner 


1717. 


in which. this offer was made than upon the thing itſelf, I hope you have been 
turning it in your thoughts, how any thing which may have been taken amiſs 
in the manner, may be ſet right; and whenever you will be pleaſed to ſuggeſt 
any thing of that kind, which may be conſiſtent with the king's dignity, and 
the firm reſolution he has taken of ſupporting what he has done, I ſhall moſt 


willingly and heartily employ my beſt endeavours to make my lord Town- 


ſhend eaſy, and ſo will my lord Sunderland. But tho' I will not repeat to my 
lord Townſhend, in the king's name, the offer of Ireland, till you allow me ſo 
to doe, I muſt, and doe for the king's ſake, for that of the whiggs, and of my 
lord Townſhend himſelf, moſt earneſtly repeat to you my entreaties, that you 
will diſpoſe my lord Townſhend to accept of it. I am at liberty to aſſure 
you, in the king's name, that when my lord Townſhend ſhall have accepted 
of Ireland, if in fix months or in a twelvemonth, he ſhould like better ſome 
other poſt at home in the cabinet council, that his majeſty will very readily 
approve of any fcheme that his ſervants ſhall concert for placing my lord 
Townſhend where he ſhall ike. At the ſame time, I have procured liberty 
from the king, to declare thus much to you. Believe me dear Walpole, when 
I ſwear it to you, that I doe not think it poſſible for all the men in England 
to prevaile upon the king to readmit my lord Townſhend into his ſervice, upon 
any other terms than of complying with the offer made of Ireland. The king 
will exact from him this mark of duty and obedience. I doe aſſure you, that 
I am not at preſent in a paſſion, I tell you very coolly what in my conſcience 
I think, I leave it to you to make ſuch uſe as you ſhall think fitt of this very 
true information; and I will hope, that being thus informed, you will prevent 
things from being puſhed to extremities, which I dread to think of. 

For God's ſake, is not a lord lieutenant of Ireland of the cabinet council? 
has he not the ſame acceſs to the king, whenever he pleaſes, as any other mi- 
niſter whatſoever? will not my lord Townſhend's talents, and the juſt eſteem 
which every body in the council muſt have for him, give him a ſhare in buſi- 
neſs, for ought I know greater, I am ſure at leaſt, leſs invidious than he had 
before? will not he be conſtantly in the way of effacing, by his behaviour, any 
impreſſions made to his prejudice? if I were not ſtill ſincerely a well wiſher 
to his lordſhip, and did not think it probable, that 1 ſhould again live well 
with him, I would not preſs you at this rate upon this point; I would quietly 
ſuffer him to indulge his reſentment, which muſt end in the ruin of his and his 

friends 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


friends intereſt at court, as long as this king lives, which, give me leave to tell 
you, he is like to do many years. | 

As to the apprehenſions you mention, to have been very general of a change, 
you know as well as I, what foundation there has been for them, and whether 
the refuſal of my lord Townſhend has not given occafion to them. I will 
not imagine, ſince you ſay it, that any of your friends have uſed any induſtry 
or endeavours to begett ſuch a ferment. I will rather hope, that you, know- 
ing with ſo much certainty, that not one remove was intended by the king, 
will have endeavoured to quiet and calm this ill grounded jealouſy, I doe 
not know that I have any creatures or dependants, whoſe behaviour I can 
govern, or be anſwerable for, but this I know, that I have not directly or 
indireQly, either myſelf or by any other perſon, writt or cauſed to be writt 
one ſyllable fince this buſineſs has been on foot, except to yourſelf, and once 
to Mr. Methuen. I know not what you mean by having drank deep of the 
bowle, I have already acquainted you with what I judge and know to be the 
king's ſentiments upon this buſineſs. Whilſt 1 am his ſervant, I will, to the 
utmoſt of my ability, ſupport his dignity, which, amongſt many other good 
things, I have learnt to do from lord Townſhend; and I ſhall not in fo doing, 
value or fear any imputation. It will appear to the world in due time, 
whether any motive of ambition or intereſt has governed me in this buſineſs, 
and whether I hadd not moſt effeQually ſerved thoſe who are at preſent moſt 
angry with me, if their own paſſion did not hinder the good effects of what 
was well deſigned. I have, dear Walpole, a very clear conſcience, and whilſt 


I am conſcious to myſelf of well doing, I have learnt to be very eaſy in mind, 


whatever other people think of me. I am, with great truth, &c. 


BARON DE WASSENAAR DUVENVOIRDE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Excuſes Sunderland and Stanhope. — Repreſents the danger to be apprehended from 
a diviſion among the whigs.—Exhorts him to accept the lord lieutenancy. 

MY LORD, | De la Haye ce 19 de Jan; 1717. 
A TTRIBUEZ toujours, s'il vous plaiſt à mon 2ẽle pour le bien public et 
a mon attachement a ce qui vous reguarde, la liberté que je prens de 
vous entretenir ſur un ſujett dans lequel je ne devrois pas me meſler ſans ces 
conſiderations. ]*ay eũ journellement des converſations avec my lord Sunder- 
land et M. Stanhope depuis qu'ils ſont à la Haye, et tres particulicrement au- 
jourdhui qu'ils ont diſnez chez moy. II ſeroit inutile de vous parler de leurs 
{entimens, 
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Period IT. 
1714t0 1720. 


1717. 
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166 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period II. ſentimens, puiſque M. Stanhope les a mandez amplement a M. Walpole; per- 
1714to 1720. mittez moy de vous dire, que comme je leur parle le plus fortement que je 
puis, ſur le danger de brouiller le bon parti, je crois devoir vous en entretenir 
auſſi, en vous ſuppliant d'en bien peſer les conſequences. La malheureuſe 
diſſenſion vient par de faux raports, dont ces Meſſieurs s' excuſent, et pretend- 
ent que le roy a apris par d'autres les ſujets qui Pont portez a faire ce qu'il a 
fait. S. M. peut s'eſtre determine ſans un mur examen de choſes; mas aiant 
pris ſon parti, on croit que fa dignite et le point d'honneur ne veulent pas, 
qu'elle aie le dementi de ce qu'elle a fait, mais qu'eſtant mieux eclaircie, elle 
peut entierement vous rendre ſes bonnes graces. Les deux Meſſieurs m' aſſeur- 
ent, que S. M. eſt dans cette diſpoſition, et qu'eux le ſouhaitent et le dẽſirent 
tres ardement, s'offrant dy*contribuer de tout leur pouvoir. Ils m'aſſeurent 
auſſi, que ſi vous avez la complaiſance de ceder en ceci à la volontẽ du roy en 
acceptant la vicerolaute d' Irlande; S. M. vous donnera dans peu de temps 
toutes les marques de ſa faveur, que vous voudrez demander ou ſouhaiter. 
Je vous repete encor, my lord, ce que Pay pris la liberté de vous dire dans 
ma precedente, que fi vous pouviez vous reſoudre d'accepter la viceroiautẽ, 
vous ſeriez dans peu de temp en eſtat de faire voir la faufſete de ce qu'on a 
dit contre vous a S. M. de vous remettre dans ſa confiance, et d'avoir plus de 
credit que vous n'avez jamais eu, a la honte de ceus qui vous ont nui, et qui 
ſeroiĩent peut eſtre bien aiſe, que vous priſſiez le parti oppoſe, en vous retirant, 
ou temoignant du mẽcontentement. Pardonnez a mon 2èle et au devouement 
avec lequel j'ai l'honneur d'eſtre, &c. 


1717, 


BARON DE WASSENAAR DUVENVOIRDE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Apologizes for Sunderland and Stanhope.—Informs him of the king's kind in- 
tentions.—Renews his ſolicitations to accept the lord lieutenancy. 

MY LORD, | : De la Haye ce 26 Jan, 1717, 
Townſhend TE me ſuis trouve honors ce matin par celle que vous avez eu la bonte 
Papers. J de m'ecrire le 11 de ce mois V. S. je crois preſqu' inutile que je vous 
| parle d'avantage ſur la malheureuſe diviſion que va cauſer dans le bon parti 
ce qui vous eſt arrive, puiſque le roy peut eſtre arrive a Londre devant celle ci, 
et que vous ſerez eclairci par le roy meſme, et par M. de Bernſdorf des in- 
tentions du roy a votre &guard, M. de l' Hermitage vous aura deja dit que 
c'eſt par Vabus de my lord Cadogan, que je me ſuis trompe, quand jay mande, 
que vous aviez Ecrit en faveur du duc d'Argyl. J'eſpere que M. de Þ Her- 
mitage 
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mitage s' eſt acquitte de cette commiſſion, afin que vous ne croiez pas que my Period IT. 
lord Sunderland m'a dit cette faufſets, My lord Cadogan paſſant un peu T 
viſte ſur toute choſe n'a pas fait la diſtinction ſur Vecrire, et le meſſage qu'a 1717. 
fait de votre part M. de Walpole. M. de Stanhope m'a dẽſabuſé, des que 

Je luy ay mande ce que vous aviez ecrit, et en quel termes. 

Mais mon cher my lord, je ſoubaite de toute mon ame, que les Eclairciſſe- 
mens que vous recevrez a Varrivee du roy pouront faire Evanouir les diſſen- 
fions. Je ſcais que S. M. eſt rẽſolue de vous donner des marques de ſon affec- 
tion, et de vous faire offrir par M. de Berensdorff tout ce que vous voudrez 
defirer en cas que vous ayez la complaiſance preſentement d'accepter la 
viceroiaute d' Irlande. Le vieux miniſtre m'a long tems entretenu ſur votre 
ſujet, et m'a aſſeurẽ qu'il emploiera tout ce qui dependra de lui de vous rendre 
ſatisfait; defirant que pour le preſent vous acceptiez la viceroiaute. En ce 
cas toutes les choſes reſterotent dans la meſme ſituation, et il n'y auroit aucun 
autre changement dans toutes les charges, que lorſque dans la ſuite vous vou- 
driez trocquer la viceroiaute contre quelqu' autre: toutes ces aſſurances vous 
ſeront faites. | | 
Te weſt pas à moy et à vos autres amis d'icy de vous parler de ce 
qui regarde vos intereſts, mais pardonnez moi ſi je prens la liberte de vous 
dire que nous croions que c'eſt Vintereſt public que vous vous accomodiez 
a ce que le roy deſire, la choſe pouroit eſtre conſideree dans le monde comme 
un point d*honneur entre S. M. et vous, puiſqu'il y a une demonſtration pub- 
lique que le roy conſerve pour vous de bonnes intentions, et que ce n'eſt que 
par quelqu' accident fans doute mal interprete, que S. M. vous a oftez les 
ſceaux de ſecretaire d' Etat, leſquels S. M. croit ne pouvoir vous rendre ſans 
faire tort a ſa dignite et a ſa reputation. My lord Sunderland M. Stanhope 
et M. de Berenſdorf m'ont fort aſſourẽe que my lord Sunderland n'a rien con- 
tribuẽ contre vous: Jeſpere qu'il pourra vous perſuader de ceci, et que tous 
ceus qui ſont intereſlez dans la lettre qu'il a eu Pimprudence d*ecrire a my lord 
Orford oublient ce qui y eſt contenu, afin que la paix et Punion ſoient re- 
tablies dans le parti, et que les malintentionnez ne profitent point de votre 
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deſunion. Il me ſemble que cette conſideration doit prevaloir contre toute h f 

autre, meſme contre celle qu' inſpire le reſentiment le plus juſte. If faudroit il 9 

eſtre bien ſeur de ne pouvoir pas nuire à la bonne cauſe ou a la patriẽ, avant 1 

que de prendre des meſures qui portent à la diſſention entre les amis. La choſe j i 

eſt fi importante, qu'on doit bien la peſer et meſme ſans partialite de crainte 4 Fil 

qu'on riſque. 1 
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Period II. 
1714 to 1720. 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Vous etes fi eclaire et ſi ſage, my lord, que vous peſerez mieux que qui que ce 
ſoit toute choſe, Dieu veuille que tous enſemble vous preniez le parti le plus 
avantageus à votre patrie et à la bonne cauſe, je fais ce voeu avec d'autant 
plus d'ardeur, que je ſuis perſuade que le bonheur de ma patrie depend de 
celui de l' Angleterre. Je vous demande pardon encor de la liberte que je 
prens de vous entretenir derechef ſur cet important ſujet; et j'oſe me flatter 
que vous ne le trouvez pas mauvais; eſtant aſſeurez que je le fais par zele pour 
le bien public et pour le votre en particulier, qui me ſera toujours à coeur 
comme le mien propre. 

Je ne vous parle pas des nouvelles, du voiage du roy, de 1k nEgociation 
rompue avec le czar, perſuadez que je ſuis que vous en Etes enticrement inſtruit 
par les relations. Nous avons eſperez de revoir icy M. de Walpole durant 
abſence de my lord Cadogan; mais j'aprens qu'il y a un Leathes de Bruſſelles 
que nous ne connoiſſons guere, qui ſera chargez des affaires, 8'il y en ſurvient 
d'importantes nous ſerons embaraſſez. Il eſt impoſſible d'avoir d'abord con- 
fiance dans une perſonne qu'on ne connoit point. Si je pouvois eſtre aſſez 
heureus d'avoir une converſation de bouche avec vous, je pourai vous faire 
ſouvenir de ce que je vous ai dit quelque fois ſur le ſujet de certaines perſones; et 
Je ſuis le plus trompez du monde fi vous ne trouveriez juſte ce que vous aviez 
de la peine à croire alors. Il y a certains caratteres qui une fois reconnds ſe 
decouvrent toſt ou tard dans les occaſions. Mais, my lord, je crains d'en trop 
dire, et je vous importune trop long tems. Au nom de Dieu oubliez les ſujets 
de plainte que vous pouriez avoir, et ne conſultez que le bien public. Vous 
eſtes un grand homme; vous eſtes eſtimez; vous ſerez plus grand homme 
encor, et vous ſerez eſtimez d'avantage; perſonne ne s' intéreſſe plus verita- 
blement en ce qui vous regarde que moy; ni perſonne eſt avec plus de reſpect 


et de ſincerite, my lord, votre tres humble et tres obéiſſant ſerviteur. 


Townſhend 
Papers. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Signiſies his diſmiſſion from the lord lieutenancy of Ireland. 
MY LORD, Cock-Pitt, April 9, 1717, 
HE king, judging it for his ſervice to diſpenſe with your lordſhip's ſervice, 
as lord lieutenant of Ireland, I am commanded to ſignify his majeſty's 
pleaſure to your lordſhip upon it. His majeſty is ſorry that many eircum- 


ſtances render this alteration neceſſary at preſent; he commands me to aſſure 
your 
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your lordſhip, that he will never forget your paſt ſervices; and you'l give me Period IT. 


leave to ſay, that I ſhall be very glad of an occaſion of writing to your lord- COS 
ſhip upon a more agreeable ſubjeR, as being with great reſpect, &c. 1717. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO THE REV. H. ETOUGE. 


Anecdote of fir Robert Walpole on his reſignation in 1717. 
DEAR ETOUGH, | Wolterton, October 12, 1757. 

Am obliged to you for your favour of the 2d inſtant; and entirely agree Etough 

with you, that your opinion of the poſſibility, or if you pleaſe, the probability ®*P**% 
of my late brother's removal, had the late king lived, is very excuſable, and 
could be no diſhonour to him; and I ſhould not have mentioned this trifle 
any more, had it not been to ſett you right in one of your arguments, where- 
in you are miſtaken, and there is an anecdote of ſome curioſity relating to it. 
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You ſay that, He that could be worked upon to turn him out, immediately after il 
his ſervices, in and conſequent to the rebellion of 1715, was capable of being | 
again diſpoſed to exchange the beſt for the worſt of ſervants. The fat is this, lj 
that profligate miniſter, the late lord Sunderland, had engaged thoſe of Hano- i 
ver (diſapointed in their ambitious and lucrative views by the non-complyance 18 
of lord Townſhend and my brother) in an intrigue to gett them removed, Ut. 
and had gained the lady“ on their fide. They at laſt made an impreſſion . The auch. 1 
upon his majeſty, by inſinuations notoriouſly falſe, to the prejudice of lord eſs of Kendal. i 
Townſhend, but could not prevayl with the king to remove him, untill they {l 0 
had made his majeſty believe, that my brother would not reſign on that ac- 1 
count; and accordingly when lord Townſhend was (after he had been made Il | 
lord lieutenant of Ireland at Hanover, inſtead of ſecretary of ſtate) upon his 1 
majeſty's return to England, entirely diſmiſſed, my brother waited upon the | | 
king the next day, to give up the ſeal as chancellor of the exchequer, at 4 
which his majeſty ſeemed extremely ſurpriſed, and abſolutely refuſed to ac- " 
cept it, expreſſing himſelfe in the kindeſt and ſtrongeſt terms, that he had no I 
thoughts of parting with him; and in a manner begging him not to leave his 1 
ſervice, returned the ſeal, which my brother had laid upon the table in the We 
cloſet, into his hat, as well as I can remember, ten times. His majeſty took il | 
it at laſt, not without expreſſing great concern, as well as reſentment at my ul 
brother's perſeverance: in which conteſt, among other things, he told his 1 
majeſty, that, were he ever ſo well inclined, it was impoſſible to ſerve him 1 
faithfully with thoſe miniſters, to whom he had lately given his favor and cre- 1 
VOL, II. PART IIs Z dit. 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


dit. For that they would propoſe to him as chancellour of the exchequer, 
as well as in parliament, ſuch things, that if he ſhould agree to and ſupport, 

he ſhould loſe his credit and reputation in the world; and ſhould he not ap- 
prove, or oppofe them, he ſhould loſe his majeſty's favor. For he, in his 

ſtation, tho? not the author, muſt be anſwerable to his king and country for 
any extraordinary meaſure. To conclude this remarkable event, I was in 
the room next to the cloſet, waiting for my brother, and when he came out, 
the heat, flame, and agitation, with the water ſtanding in his eyes, appeared fo 
ſtrongly in his face, and indeed all over him, that he affected every body in the 


room; and *tis ſayd, that they, that went into the cloſet immediately, found 


Lord Suns 
derland. 

+ Duke of 
Bolton. 


Middleton 
Papers. 


the king no leſs diſordered: and therefore, my good friend, it was no 
wonder, as I told you before, that when lord Sunderland propoſed the laying 
afide my brother, after he had been employed again, his majeſty ſhould ſay, 


he would never part with fir Robert — as long as he was willing to 
ſerve him. 


1718—19. 


LETTERS and PAPERS relating to the PEE RAGE BILL. 
LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON TO LORD MONTJOY. 


Endorſed by himſelf, © This paper I ſent ſealed to lord Montjoy, to 
ſhew my reſolution of voting againſt the peerage bill, tho' told by lord S.“ 


and the duke of B. F what the conſequences of my ſo doing would be, al- 
moſt in expreſſe terms.“ 


(March 10, 1718-19.) I Am not at all a ſtranger to the probable conſe- 
quences of men's ſpeaking and atting according to their own ſentiments in a 
certain affair: on the contrary, have had broad hints, nay plain indications 
what is determined to follow. I have put honour and integrity in one ſcale, 
and find it vaſtly to outweigh convenience; and am determined never to pur- 
chaſe the latter, by parting with the former: this is a fixed reſolution now, 
when it is in my power to do the convenient thing, if I pleaſe. 


MEMO- 
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MEMORANDUM ON THE PEERAGE BILL. Peerage Bill, 
| — — 
Endorſed in lord Middleton's hand-writing, © Converſation between lord 1715-19 
Sunderland and me about the peerage bill.” 
HEN the duke of Bolton firſt ſpoke to me about the matter, then under Middleton 
the conſideration of the houſe of lords, for reſtraining the number of — 
peers, I did not reliſh the ſcheme; but refrained expreſſing myſelf more 
againſt it at that time, being told the king was acquainted with it, and that the 
miniſtry thought it very good for the kingdom; beſides, he either had not then, 
or did not ſhew me the reſolutions which were intended to be moved in the 
houſe of lords, ſo I was much in the dark. After the lords had paſſed their 
reſolutions, I waited on him again, and continued of the ſame mind, but ex- 
preſſed myſelf determined not to debate or vote againſt a matter thought of 
ſuch conſequence; but could not be convinced of the reaſonableneſs, of the 
thing. 
On the 6th of March, lord Sunderland at Mr. Boſcawen's, deſired me to 1719; 


ſee him on the Sunday morning, that he might diſcourſe me on this ſub. 
jet. At St. James's, he explained to me the motives and inducements the 
miniſtry had to puſh this matter; and I then ſhewed my not comprehending 
the reaſon or neceſſity for bringing in the intended bill; but expreſſed myſelf 
reſolved (conſidering my being in the king's ſervice) not to ſpeak or vote 


againſt the bill. His lordſhip ſeemed to think more would be expected from 


me; and uſed words of the king's being obliged to change hands, &c. but 
whether he meant, that he muſt be obliged to change the miniſtry, if the bill 


miſcarried, or to remove thoſe of his ſervants, who ſhould not be for it, he did 


not expreſsly ſay; tho? from the nature of the diſcourſe, and what I was told 
by the duke of Bolton the firſt day, I am well convinced which he meant. 
On 15th March, I diſcourſed this matter with my lord chancellor at St. 
James's, and expreſſed myſelf not convinced of the reaſonableneſs of the in- 
tended bill: he was very warm for it, and ſeemed ſurprized at my being ſo un- 
complying; but lord Coningſby coming in, broke off the converſation. 
The more I conſider this matter, the more I am confirmed in my opinion, 
that the bill brought into the houſe of lords on 14th March, commonly 
called the peerage bill, is of that nature, that the commons ought not to paſs 
it; and after having heard the arguments offered by the duke of Bolton, lord 
Sunderland, lord chancellor, and all that was offered in the houſe of lords, to 
Z 2 induce 
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Period II. induce them to come to the reſolutions on which the bill is founded, without 
1714191720: being convinced, I think I am not like to alter. | 
1719. 26th March, lord Sunderland, at my lodging, preſſed coming into the bill 
the king's deſire, not the act of his miniſtry—reſents it in foreigners and 
others, who repreſent it now a conteſt between the king and prince the whig 
adminiſtration undone, if diſappointed the whig majority preſerved the 
conſtitution in queen Anne's time—this is a way to ſettle it—ridiculous not 
to ſay mad things will be done hereafter, when a certain event happens—muft 
= + xi adviſe the king to change hands, tho' he will *# » # „ » 
Sid. Jords will conſent to part with ſcand. magnat.—that commons may adminiſter 
an oath on elettions—the king will conſent, crown ſhall not pardon before 
or after judgement, on impeachment—if other things can be thought of, 
thinks will be come into; elſe the bill will drop without prejudice—profeſſed 
regards for me—would have me communicate it to my brother. I ſaid I 
would, to him and others—defired leave to go for Ireland, and to be abſent, 
elſe would be in the houſe, and vote with my judgement—He told me, the king 
would tell me his own thoughts; I offered to wait on the king, if he com- 
manded it, after his lordſhip had told him, what my thoughts were, and'would 
repeat them to him—ſaid the prince had launched out 40, oool.— A lord 
offered to be bribed; poor, ill uſed by his father. —2 8th March, lord Sun- 
derland came to me, told me he had ſpoke to the king, who was uneaſy at my 
not, &c. but being urged, conſented to my going to Ireland—urged'it might be 
ſometime the coming week—that I ſhould not ſay on what occaſion, but on 
my own—that I was wanted, &c,—and defired my brother would not be 
warm; I ſaid I would go out of town for a few days, then return; kiſs the 
king's hand, and go away—he deſired fome time this week—I promiſed. — 
Lord Coningfby, 29th March, meeting me at court, aſked me, when I went 
for Ireland—probably, he knew it was concerted at St. James's, to have 
leave. | 


LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


| Refuſes to ſupport the peerage bill, in anſwer to the ſolicitations of the duke of 
Bolton and lord Sunderland. —Duke of Bolton's coldneſs. 


Endorſed in his own hand-writing, © The grounds and ſteps of the duke of 
Bolton's coolneſs to me.” 


DEAR 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


, 


DEAR BROTHER, Dublin, Dec. 14, 1719, 


Am obliged to you for the account you give me of the fate of the peerage 

bill on Tueſday laſt, it was what I expeRed as well as wiſhed; tho” I confeſſe, 
I was and am a good deal confounded how to account for their prudence; who 
after a former unſucceſſefull attempt, reſolved on renewing it fo very ſoon after, 
without having taken a more exact muſter of the troops they ſhould be able to 
bring into the field on the day of battle. You know laſt ſpring, what my 
ſentiments were on this ſubje&, and I remember to have told you in what a 
manner my giving into the bill, was preſſed upon me, and by whom. For fear 
of miſtakes, I wrote down my reſolution, and read it to a certain great man, 
which was in the words following. I cannot with honour or conſcience vote 
for the peerage bill, it being perfectly againſt my judgement. I deſire I may 
without diſpleaſing his majeſtye, be abſent from the houſe, while that bill is 
under conſideration; not thinking it becoming me to give oppoſition, by 
voting or debating againſt a bill introduced and carryed on as this has been. 
If this be too' great a favour to be allowed me, I am ready, with the moſt 
dutiful ſubmiſſion, and without the leaſt reluctancy, to ſuffer any thing which 
I may be thought to deſerve, for not being able to perceive the reaſonableneſs 
or expediency of the bill. This I read on 17th March, 1718, and defired the 
perſon I read it to, that he would acquaint the king with it. He ſeemed 
much out of humour; ſaid he was ſorry, nay ſurprized to find me to have 
taken this reſolution; having formerly thought I had been for the bill, but 
promiſed to acquaint lord Sunderland with it. On the 19th, I went to his houſe, 
and aſked him if he had ſeen his Majeſty; he told me he had not, but ſhould 
ſee him that day. About an hour after, he called at my lodging, expreſſed 
great kindneſſe for me, recommended the Old Whig“ to me, and hoped I would 
be convinced: I gave him no reaſon to expe it, and ſo we parted. From 
that time, I ſuppoſe it was reſolved, he ſhould leave town without ſo much 
as letting me know it, much leſſe giving me an opportunity of going at the 
time he did: and tho' I knew that he was preparing for Ireland, yet he never 
mentioned it to me, till after his footmen had talked with mine, of the day they 
meant to be ready. 

I knew the meaning was, to try whether I would not ſtand it; and reſolved 
not only to have ſtaid in town, but to have been at the debate, and to have voted 
as my judgment led me: ſoon after his going out of town, I had a viſit from 
lord Sunderland, by whom I was preſſed on the fame ſubject, but I continued 
firm; and after ſome expreſſions of concern (with a good deal of warmth) we 


parted ; 


Peerage Bill, 
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parted: and ſoon after, I was told, I might prepare for Ireland, without loſſe 
of time, &c. At this time, it was not determined to drop the bill in the lords 


houſe, without ſending it down to the commons. Hence aroſe the coolneſs of 


a certain perſon towards me, inſomuch, that when I landed in Ireland, I 
found he had taken other people entirely into his boſom; and I alſo found, 
that ſome meaſures which they had reſolved upon, about puſhing the matter in 
favour of the diſſenters, were ſo unpalatable, that they would prevent doing 
as much for them, as might have been attained, if no wrong ſteps had been 
taken at his firſt landing: but it had obtained (J ſuppoſe, from the great fa- 
vour and intimacy a certain perſon was taken into) that an entire repeal of 


the teſt was intended; and this had taken ſo deep a root before I came over, 


that it was impoſſible to get people free from engagements they had mutually 
entered into, to go thus far and no farther; and to convince the world they were 
not under the direction of one man. Notwithſtanding the countenance I ſaw 
given to one perſon, and the court paid by all the attendants of a great man 
to him, I went on in my conſtant courſe of carrying on the public affairs in 
the eaſyeſt and beſt manner; and by doing every thing that could be done, 


and aſſuring him, that the imaginary fears with which he had been poſſeſſed, 


would come to nothing; and ſhewing him from time to time, that what I had 
ſaid, had come to paſſe; as on the contrary, what they had ſuggeſted, never did; 


I brought him to ſee, that I ſincerely wiſhed him well, and ſerved him effec- 


® Conolly. 


tually ; ſo that I think he had entirely good wiſhes toward me, till toward the 
end of the ſeſſion; I mean, till after he returned from a certain place, during 
the receſſe; when I receiv'd your letter from Newmarket, which I commu- 
nicated to him, and told him I was ſorry to find, that every body as well as I, 
obſerved in him a coolneſſe toward me, in compariſon of the favourite. He 
ſaid, I was ill uſed by him who wrote the letter, who he believed muſt be Mr. 
C's.* friends; profeſſed great kindneſſe, &c. but when ſo ſenceleſſe an objec- 
tion as my being againſt the popery bill, is made the foundation of reſentment, 
I muſt think otherwiſe. In ſhort, I was again urged (by order) whether I 


| ſhould have leave given me to attend the ſeſſion of parliament, and told the 


bill would again come in: I ſaid, I had rather remain here, then go over and 
diſoblige (as I certainly ſhould) in that particular. From that time, I take it, 
the fixed and grounded diſtaſte is taken. This is written for your own 
ſatisfaction, 
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— — 
LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICE., 


Duke of Bolton to be ſucceeded in the lord lieutenancy by the duke of Graf- 
ton. — Hints that he ſhall be deprived of the ſeals, from the reſentment of 
lord Sunderland. 


DEAR BROTHER, Dublin, June 12, 1720, 


YESTERDAY I had a letter from the duke of Bolton, of the ſeventh, by Middleton 
which I find he is to be out, tho' he will not underſtand ſoe entirely; Tapers. 

but I take it for granted, our next pacquets will bring authentick accounts of 

the duke of Grafton being declared. In the poſtſcript, he tells me, that he be- 

lieves I ſhall partake of his fate; and indeed, I little doubted being removed, 

as ſoon as it was found to be convenient to their affairs. He“ whoſe noſe burſt * Lord Sun. 

out bleeding, on my utterly refuſing to be for the peerage bill, hath reſent- — 

ment enough mixed with his paſſion for that bill to ſeek the ruine of all 

who oppoſed it; and there is no withſtanding the current of his preſent power. 

I believe too, your riding reſty this ſeſſion, hath increaſed the weight of my 

ſins. I am preparing for quitting all thoughts of Dublin or public affairs, 

during my life; and believe, I ſhall find more happineſs and peace in a pri- 

vate retirement att Peperhara, * then I ſhould ever have met with, if my zeal * His country 

for his majeſty's ſervice had mett better returns from ſome who ſerve him, inden. 

then they have done: but you and J have not learned to be ſervile enough, 

or to bring every body elſe into a neceſſity of dancing after the pipe of one 

ſett of men. Farewell. Tho? my fortune be not great, I ſhall be able to 

live independant, and yet handſomely. My ſervices to all where you are. 


LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Lord Sunderland and the duke of Bolton threaten to deprive him of the 
ſeals, becauſe he would not vote for the peerage bill. —Is determined not to 
refugn,— Juſtiſies his conduct in remonſtrating againſt the meaſures propoſed 
by government. 


DEAR BROTHER, June 26, 17208 


1 Thank you for your letter of the one and twentieth, but cannot be of your Middleton 
opinion, in relation to what you fancy will not happen: I have all along Papers. 
taken 
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Period II. taken it for granted, I ſhould be removed, from the time I could not promiſe 


I714t0 1720. 
—_— 


1720. 


to go into the darling bill; and you may remember, I told you, I had it more then 
hinted to me by lord S. and the d. of B. what the conſequences of perſiſting in 
my own ſentiments, and not going implicitly into that ſcheme, would prove 
to me. It is impoſſible for a proud man to forgive being denyed the moſt 
unreaſonable requeſt; and you may be ſure, it cauſed no little ferment in his 
blood, when it burſt out ſo plentifully att his noſe, as it did on his finding me 


immoveable after all the ſoft and rough arguments had been made uſe of. But, 


in my opinion, the late order from the lords of the admiraltye, for the yatcht 
to attend immediately at Cheſter, to bring over the lord chief baron Gilbert, 
with his ſervants, and equzpage, ſhews he is to return a greater man then he 
went over: the uſual method hath been to apply here for an order for the 
yatcht, which would have been granted immediately; but this being new, 
makes the thing more taken notice of, and creates the ſame opinion in the 
reſt of the town, that it did in me, when captain Lawſon firſt ſhewed me the 
order. It is pretty odd, if it be determined, that I am to be removed, 
that it 1s kept ſo much a ſecret; after its being none that ſome people have 
for a good while been preparing the way for doing it. We are not ſtrangers 
to the offer made ſergeant Pengelly, and the terms of the treaty; nor to the 
ſending for fir R. L. to return to London: but there is ſomething not yet 
adjuſted finally to the ſatisfaction of the ſchemiſts. If my good friends 
fancy I will throw up, they ſhal find themſelves miſtaken; for tho* I know 
when I am ill uſed, I reſolve not to give them a handle, for doing what they 
have only wanted a pretence for doing ſome time paſt. If I conſulted 
my own intereſt, I know not that man alive whom I would rather have to 
ſucceed me, than the perſon who I think will doe ſoe. 

My honeſt endeavours to prevent our lords from doing ſome things in the 
laſt parliament (for which I cannot but think moſt of them are a good deal 
concerned, tho? they cannot bring their ſtomachs to own it) rendered me for 
ſometime the butt of the rancour and malice of all who were infatuated with 
a notion, that the lords were doing the kingdome ſervice; and that thoſe who op- 
poſed their proceedings, did it to make their court in England; they and their 
abettors were patriots, thoſe who differed from them were betrayers of their 
country; thus I ſuffered for ſome time in the opinion of weak men, and you 
may be ſure my perſonal enemyes took care to blow the coals. Nay, I was 
ſo injuriouſly treated, that when the chief baron had refuſed to take any 
notice of an order of the lords here, on an appeal from a decree in the 

exchequer, 
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exchequer, tho? there was no appeal brought before the lords of Britain, I was Peerage Bill. 
faid to have been privy to it, and to have adviſed the chief baron to doe ſoe: 
tho' between you and me, I never heard of the thing till after it was done, 
and Mr. Gibbon told the ſtory at the chief baron's table, when the duke of 
Bolton dined there, and I happened to be of the company. I think people 
begin now to think, that they were not ſo much to blame, who told them what 
the conſequence of their hot proceedings would be, as they were once thought 
to be; and perhaps, it may be now thought they meant better to the kingdome, 
or ſaw farther into conſequences, then ſome of the furious drivers of that ex- 
traordinary proceeding. This is a thing one would wiſh ſhould come to paſſe, 
as I plainly foreſawe it would in a little time: but when that man is made chan- 
cellor, and fits zmong the lords, who formerly uſed him very cavalierly, I 
cannot but think it will be looked on as the laſt indication in how heinous 
a manner his treatment and ſome people's behaviour to him is reliſhed in 
England; and their characters muſt fall very low, who aſſured people, that 
they were weary of the thing in England, that it was an hot iron, which they 
reſolved to let fall, &c. An archbiſhop and a certain viſcount of your ac- 
quaintance, though not your friend or mine, were ever harping on this ſtring. 
This ſtep, therefore cannot, I think, fail of having this effeR, that people will 
ſee I adviſed againſt doing thoſe things which would never be born in Eng- 
land, but on the contrary, would irritate them to the laſt degree, and acted 
honeſtly in giving that advice; and had the prudence to judge better of the 
event, then the managers of that hot headed project. I cannot, at the ſame time, 
but think this ſtep will lay my lord lieutenant under a good many unforeſeen 
difficultyes: whether an unacceptable man will be able to doe much ſervice 
among the lords, I leave you to judge, as well as whether he will be ſoe; but 
but as to the matter of doing the buſineſſe of a ſpeaker in the houſe, or of a 
chancellor, in preparing the bills at the council board, I cannot but think he 
will, by application, make himſelf a maſter of both. We have it here, that 
our parliament is to be diſſolved, and a new one called: if this be ſoe, I can- 
not dive into the ſecret, unleſs it be this, that a certain perſon deſires to gett 
out of a poſt, in which he may foreſee more rubbs than he hath yet mett with, 
or can well remove. But I fancy the thing is only conjetture; tho' Mr. 
Horace Walpoole, I know, hath ſent over for a lift of the lords and commons, 
I will not conclude without telling you, that it is given out among the people 

VOL, 11. PART IIs, 1 confided 
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Period II. confided in, that I was at the bottom in promoting the proceedings againſt 


— the barons: 1s this fo? if it be, no man on earth was ever more injuriouſſy 
1720, treated on both fides than I have been. 


Memorandum by lord chancellor Middleton, ſhewing, that the chief cauſe of 
his diſgrace, was derived from his refuſal to vote in favour of the peerage 
bill. Without date, but evidently written between his diſmiſſion in 1725, 
and his death in 1729. 


[Tn his own hand-writing, endorſed by himſelf.] 


An account of the manner, in which I have been treated by lord Sunderland, and 


the dukes of Bolton and Grafton, with the cauſes of their diſpleaſure againſt 
me. 


Middleton A RCHBISHOP Abbott, having received ſome uſage, which he thought 
— ſevere, held it fit, that the reaſon of it, might be truly underſtood, leaſt 
it might ſome way turn to the ſcandal of his perſon and calling, and therefore 
drew up a declaration or narrative, of the manner of his treatment; but not 
with an intent to communicate it to any, but to let it lie by him privately, 
that things being ſet down impartially, whilſt they were freſh in his memory, 
he might have recourſe to it, if queſtion ſhould be made of any thing contained 
in that relation. See Rufhworth's coll. 

I hope I may be excuſed for doing ſomething in imitation of that great 
man, in circumſtances, which ſeem to me to have ſome likeneſs to his, with- 
out the imputation, of having the vanity to believe, my ſervices to the publick, 

to be any way equal to thoſe of that pious and good archbiſhop. My years 
are very near the ſame“ as his were, when he fell into diſgrace. I had ſpent 
many of them in places of great ſervice; and (as he ſaith of himſelf) I may 
truly ſay of myſelf, for ought I know, untainted in any of my actions. I 
have been made, as he was, fabula vulgi, toſſed upon the tongues of friends 
and foes, of proteſtants and papiſts, of court and country; but in nothing does 
my caſe more nearly reſemble his, than in his falling under the diſpleaſure of 
the then duke of Buckingham, who could not endure any man that would 
not depend upon him, and ſo ſtoop to him, as to become his vaſſal. The 
great power which that miniſter and favorite had with his unfortunate and ill 
adviſed maſter, inclined him to expect more ſubmiſſion to his pleaſure, than 


Archbiſhop Abbot, was ſixty-five in 162 7, when he fell into diſgrace, 
the 
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the archbiſhop thought was due to him, having learned a leſſon, to be no Peerage Bill. 
man's ſervant but the king's. And it was my misfortune to fall into the diſ- * 
favor of a certain miniſter, who was believed to have as great credit and power 
with his maſter, as the duke of Buckingham had with his, whoſe name, I de- 
cline to mention, fince it hath pleaſed God to call him out of the world. 
But it will be neceſſary to ſhew, for what reaſons, and by what ſteps, that 
great man was induced to treat me in the manner he did, for ſome time be- 
fore his death. | 

Upon his preſent majeſty's acceſſion to the throne, he was pleaſed to en- 
tertain a very good opinion of me, as having in an eminent manner, eſpouſed 
and ſerved the intereſts of king George, in the life of the late queen, parti- 
cularly in the parliament held in 1713, under the duke of Shrewſbury, by 
ſtanding to be ſpeaker, in oppoſition to the court, miniſtry, tories, jacobites, and 
all people in employment. What effect that ſeſſion of parliament had on the 
Engliſh councils, was viſible in the ſucceeding ſeſſion of the Britiſh parlia- 
ment; at which time, it was generally believed, the court intended to have 
brought in a bill to empower the queen to have appointed her ſucceſſor by 
will; but the vigorous proceedings of the Iriſh parliament in favor of the 
proteſtant ſucceſſion, caſt ſuch a damp on their project, that the ſeſſion opened 
with declarations, upon every occaſion, in the houſe of commons, of firmly 
adhering to the ſucceſſion, as ſettled in the proteſtant line; and I am per- 
fuaded, that if his majeſty had been fully apprized with what zeal and affection 
I ſerved him at that time, it would not have been in the power of any miniſter 
to have procured my diſgrace, which afterwards happened. It 1s now time 
to ſhew what were the inducements which made lord Sunderland, from being 
my friend (for I think it was to his recommendation, I owed being made 
chancellor of Ireland) to become fo bitter an enemy to me as he afterwards 


proved. 


1720. 


The occaſion of lord Sunderland's reſentment. 


In the ſeſſion of the Britiſh parliament in the year 1718, a ſcheme was 
formed, to bring in a bill to reſtrain the number of peers in Great Britain, 
which bill had two views; one was to gratify ſome great lords of North Britain, 
by turning their elective ſeats in parliament into hereditary ones; the other 
was to reſtrain the prince, when he ſhould come to the crown, from creating 
lords. 

The duke of Bolton was at that time lord lieutenant of Ireland, and ſpoke 

A a 2 tO 
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Period II. to me in the end of February 1718, that ſuch a thing was in agitation, and 
C endeavoured to explain it to me, and to convince me of the reaſonableneſs of 
3 1720. it; but either had not at that time the reſolutions which the lords intended to 
ig | come to in that affair, or elſe did not think fit to communicate them to me. 
1 He was very warm for my going into it, as a thing much for the good of the 

publick, and ſeemed to admire a whig's being of another mind, after the queen 
had created thoſe twelve lords at one time. At that time, I did not in any ſort 
reliſh the ſcheme, but refrained pre myſelf, with any warmth or * 
terneſs againſt it. 

I waited on his grace again, after the lords had come to the reſolutions in 
that matter, which the houſe did come to, and was then again attacked by him 
with an air of confidence, of his making me a friend to the bill, which, I ſup- 
poſe, proceeded from my not having declared myſelf with zeal againſt it, on 
the firſt mentioning it. He then began to uſe arguments to incline my judge- 

ment, which not making any impreſſion on me, I told him my mind in plain 
terms, that I thought the bill was a very dangerous and pernicious one to the 
conſtitution, and that it would not paſs, at leaſt that it would not have my con- 
currence; at which he ſeemed a little ſtartled, and by his manner, I conceived, 
that he had ſo good an opinion of his intereſt in me, or ſo ill an one of my re- 
ſolution as to my voting in parliament, that he concluded, I ſhould not be 
againſt what he ſo warmly recommended, eſpecially when he told me that the 
king had been acquainted with it, and that the miniſtry thought it to be much 
for the good of the kingdom; and that if the bill ſhould not ſucceed, the con- 
ſequence would be of neceſſity, the alteration. of a whiggiſh into a tory mi- 
niſtry. I could not ſee any ſuch conſequence of the throwing the bill out, 
and declared myſelf determined not to vote for it; but that I ſhould not be 
under any obligation to give any vote at all in it, if his grace went ſoon into 
Ireland, and I attended him over. I exprefſed myſelf not fond of ſpeaking or 
| | voting againſt a bill, which I was told the king and miniſtry had ſo much at 
heart, as probably I ſhould do, if 1 ſhould happen to be in the houſe, when the 
bill came before the commons. The ſurprize and concern the duke ex- 
W | - preſſed on this occaſion, induce me to believe, that he had the weakneſs to 
| bave engaged to the miniſtry, that I would be for the bill, on no better 
grounds, than my ſilence, when he firſt moved the thing, or the intereſt he 
thought he had in me, to influence my vote in parliament. 
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LETTER FROM THE KING TO THE PRINCE OF WALEs.* 


On the J natructions for his conduct during the Ki ing's absence, and during the 
. Session of Parliament. 
MY DEAREST SON; Joby 5, 1716. 
HAVING determined to visit shortly my German states, I cannot give Period II. 
you a more convincing proof of my paternal affection and the care I 1714to 1720. 

take of my people, than in establishing you as sole Regent of the king- hart” "ad 
dom during my absence, being fully persuaded that your duty towards ING 
me, your affection towards the nation, and your concern for the present yy 

and future interest of your family, will engage you in the strongest 
manner to acquit yourself in this important employment to your honour, 
which is inseparable from the happiness and advantage of my people. 

And as I am persuaded that the principles of filial duty and of your 
affection for me will move you to act in all respects conformably to my 
sentiments, and to communicate to me exactly all affairs of importance; I 
thought, for this reason, that it would be more convenient to you to re- 
ceive from me in writing the essential part of my instructions on different 
affairs which may occur during the course of your administration ; and 
which are of such a nature as to allow you to apprize me of them, and 
wait for my orders. 

You will then leave to my immediate direction all the negotiations 
already begun, or which it will be necessary to begin hereafter, with 
foreign powers as well as the conclusion of all treaties, and the disposition 
of the archbishoprics and bishoprics in England and Ireland, and the dean- 
ries of Westminster and Windsor. You will place no one without my 
express direction in the cabinet or privy council, and you will not displace 
those who are there, nor deprive them of any of their respective offices of 
which I have left them in possession. You will not place or displace any 
one in my Household, in the Treasury, nor in the Admiralty. You will 
not dispose of any of the places which are held © Quam diu se bene gesse- 

at or for life ; and during my absence you will grant no reversion, nor 


The draught of this Letter, which is in the Sunderland Papers preserved at Blenbeim, is 
in the French tongue, and in the hand- writing of Mr. Poyntz. 
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make any donation of the revenue in lands or inheritance of the crown as 
well in Great Britain as in Ireland. You will not dispose of the orders of 
the Garter or St. Andrew; and you will not create any new peer of Great 
Britain or Ireland. You will not dispose of any government as well in 
the kingdom as in any of the plantations abroad, without my express 
consent, nor of any commission of lieutenant or superior rank in my 
Horse Guards, of major or above in my foot guards, nor of colonel or 
above in the army. In the same manner I reserve to myself the power of 
cashiering and reforming the body of the army which is now on foot. 
However, you may be assured, that in the disposition of all the charges, 


1 $hall have all imaginable regard for your recommendation and for the 


information and lights with which you may furnish me. And although I 
think proper to reserve to myself the nomination of all the governors. of 
places, and superior officers of the army, I give you nevertheless a full 
power of suspension, on complaints of misconduct of any officer of my 
guards, or of the army whomsoever, as well as of the governors of towns, 
places, and fortresses in Great Britain, Ireland, and the plantations, and of 
substituting commandants in their place till 1 have made known my 
will. RD | 

I think proper in like manner to reserve to myself all pardons in 
cases of High Treason, leaving to you the power of pardoning in all 
other cases, and of granting respites even in cases of High Treason, 

If it should be necessary for the parliament to assemble during my 


absence, as the usual mode of passing bills allows time to ask my _ 


opinion and consent, it is my intention that you should not pass any 
public act without my approbation and express consent. 
It is also my intention that no payment shall be ordered for secret 
service, bounty money or other things of that nature, beyond the sum 


of twenty thousand pounds sterling a year (without however comprising 


what I have already ordered myself in these respects), as also that no 


augmentation should be made in the pensions in any of the offices be- 


yond the present expence, without my express order. 

I am perfectly persuaded that J might without the least risk confide to 
you the full and entire exercise of the powers above specified and 
reserved. But as I shall always be at hand, my opinion is that it would 
strengthen your administration to have my direction in affairs of such 
great importance, not doubting that you will acquiesce with pleasure 
in what I have determined, and the more because the powers which J 
reserve to myself, relate only to affairs which will not suffer by the 
short delay which will be necessary to receive my sentiments, besides 
that the greater part of these powers are acts so immediate of the exercise 


--.. ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. iii 


of the sovereign authority, that they could not be delegated without Period II. 
degrading, in some respect, the dignity of the crown. Apron ery 
To this may be added a consideration which appears to me of 1719. 
great weight. It is, that what I establish at present will be an 
example, from which a consequence will be drawn on the frequent 
occasions which will present themselves for the princes of our family 
to go and visit their states in Germany; so that if I had given to 
the powers I leave you all the extent which the confidence I have in 
you would permit, there might result from them in future cases great 
inconveniences to our posterity, and dangerous consequences for the crown 

of these kingdoms, 
Done at St. James's, 5th July, 1716. 
To my dearest Son, 
the Prince of Wales. 


LORD STANHOPE TO LORD SUNDERLAND. 


On the cabals and projects of Bernsdorf. 


Yy o0UR lordship will have perceived by my late letters to Mr. Craggs, Marlbo- 
how much industry hath been used here to break off with Prussia. I =” Fa- 
have on that subject made a very curious discovery, namely, that while we 
were treating with Prussia, old Bernsdorf was reviving at Vienna an old 
project which he had formed when St. Saphorin was left at Hanover, to 
strip in a great measure that prince. This fine project is to be executed 
by the emperor and Poland in conjunction with Hanover. I never knew, 
nor do I yet know the detail of it. I have learned what I know of it in 
| such a manner as I cannot acquaint the king with; but I have let the 
duchess into it, and by her assistance I hope we shall baffle it. The first 
and immediate consequence of such a scheme would be to lose France, 
which I think we cannot well afford to do at present. The new french 
embassador here, and Mr. Rottenbourg, at Berlin, are of great use to me. 
Mr. Whitworth has acted at Berlin, and continues to act there, a very 
skilful and worthy part. The king has this day told the french embassa- 
dor that he will send back Mr. Whitworth to Berlin. If, as I begin to 
hope, we carry that point, you may almost be certain we shall u still con- 
clude with Prussia, and shall thereby gain, at least, one very considerable 
advantage, that no great mischief can happen to us; and we shall avoid 
bringing England into such engagements as I am sure could never be 
supported in parliament. 
I remember a thought of your lordship touching Mr. Whitworth, which 
if I thought right, as I did when you mentioned it, is really now become 
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necessary: I mean the making a third secretary for our plantations, No 
man in the kingdom understands these affairs better; and I assure you 
that his behaviour at present entitles him to a very considerable regard 
from every good Englischman. Old Bernsdorf has turned him all manner 
of ways, and used all manner of artifices, first to cheat him, and then to 
gain him over to his notions, but all to no purpose. He has very plainly, 
both to the king and to Mr. Bernsdorf, represented of how pernicious con- 
sequences it would be to quarrel with Prussia; and as he is certainly more 
knowing in all these northern affairs than any body here, his opinion will 
have great weight, especially backed by me, by the duchess, and indeed 
by most reasonable people. I have therefore thought it prudent to give a 
hint of this kind, and shall be glad to know how much further you think 
I can go with him. 

I think never any scheme was framed, 80 impracticable $0 dishonour- 
able, nor so pernicious as what this old man has in his head. He pro- 
poses, besides part of the spoils of Prussia for his master, to get for him- 
Self certain baillages situate about Wismar. Of this particular scheme for 
himself, Penterridter gave us notice; I continue, however, to carry it fairly 
towards him; and to live just as we used to do. One would have hoped 
that what has so lately been done for him, might have satisfied him; but 
you may depend upon it that he will do us all the mischief he can. 1 
think, however, as I told you before, that we shall weather this present 
danger; and it may then deserve consideration whether we should endea- 
vour to get him left here, when the king returns. The duchess is most 
bitterly incensed against him, and would go any lengths; but J advise her 
to do nothing precipitately, especially till we know the sense of our 
friends in England. Till then I shall continue to do all I can to get the 
business well carried on, but avoid doing or saying any thing that may 
give him a handle of complaint. I am, &c. | | 


LORD STANHOPE TO LORD SUNDERLAND. 
August 3, 1719. 


HAVE mentioned to the duchess your lordship's coming over, and she 

has promised and judged it most proper to open it herself first to the 
king. I can assure you, we both very much approve it; and for my own 
part, I most earnestly desire you were now here. 

You will see by my dispatch to Craggs, the confused situation of our 
northern affairs. I hope, in the main, that no great evil will happen to us 
this summer, though I cannot promise much good. The old man grows 
worse and worse. I think I gain ground upon him with the king, who 1s 


extremely good to me. 


MEMOIR S 


OF 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Original Correſpondence and authentic Papers. 


PERIOD THE THIRD. 


From the South Sea Act to the Death of George the Firſt. 
17201727. 
—— ———————_———_ 
Correſpondence and Papers principally relating to the South Sea Act. 


1720. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON. 


Endorſed in the hand of lord Middleton, Brother Brodrick about the 
ſcheme for the South Sea company to pay the publick debts.” 
Debate on the firſt propoſal of the South Sea company.—Brodrick and Wal- 
pole ſpeak in favour of a competition, which is carried. Reports about 
the ceſſion of Gibraltar, and a bill in favour of the Roman Catholics. 


| Jan. 24. s 
FRIDAY (the day of great expectation) the chancellor of the exchequer, period III. 


in pretty general terms, opened the South Sea company's ſcheme, of a 172h.d 7. 


propoſall for putting the national debt in ſuch a way of payment, as might ef- 
fect it in the ſhorteſt time poſſible; this he gave us to underſtand, would 
| bee 
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Period = bee 25 years; but Mr. Letchmere, in the ſubſequent part of the debate, eiked 
1720 to 1727. 
——— 


1720. 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


itt out to 26 years. After Mr. Aiſlaby had ſpent above an hour in his harrangue, 
the ſecretary gott up, congratulated him upon the clear and perfectly intel- 
ligible light he had putt the matter in, and the nation on the proſpef& they 
had hereby of finding themſelves out of debt ſooner than was generally ex- 
pected; concluding, that noe other regular motion could be made, than that 
the chairman ſhould report our having made ſome progreſſe, and deſiring 
leave to ſitt againe; for that he tooke for granted, every gentleman's being 
ready and willing to receive a propoſall from the South Sea company, upon 
the foot of what had been ſoe well opened. A profound filence enſued for a 
full quarter of an hour; every body expeRing who would firſt riſe; when the 
ſecretary getting up to make his motion in form, I roſe, and was pointed to. 
I readily agreed with the two gentlemen who had ſpoake, that till the nationall 
debt was diſcharged, or att leaſt in a fair way of being ſoe, we were not to 
expect making that figure wee formerly had. I ſayd, I could goe farther, 


making uſe of the expreſſion of a gentleman (Mr. Hutchyſon) whoe told us 


in a former ſeſſion, that till this was done, wee could not (properly ſpeaking) 
call ourſelves a nation; that therefore every ſcheme or propoſal tending there- 
to, ought to be received and conſidered. But that the occaſion of my now 
ſpeaking was, that the firſt gentleman who ſpoake, ſeemed to mee to recom- 


mend the ſcheme nott onely in oppoſition, but even excluſively of all others; 


and that the next had chimed in with him; that I hoped, in order to make the 
beſt bargaine wee could, every other company, nay any other ſociety of men 
might bee att as full liberty to make propoſals as the South Sea company, 
ſince every gentleman muſt agree, this to be the likelyeſt way to make a good 
bargain for the publique. 

Our great men lookt as if thunderſtruck, and one of them in particular, 
turned as pale as my cravate. Uppon this enfued a debate of above two hours. 
Our miniſters (as they might in a committee) ſpoake again and again; for 
their auxiliarys proved faint hearted. Mr. Aiſlaby, in heat, uſed this un- 
guarded expreſſion; Things of this nature muſt bee carried on with a ſperitt ; 
to which fir Joleph Jekill, with a good deal of warmth, tooke very juſt ex- 
ception; This ſpirit, ſayes hee, is what has undone the nation; our buſineſſe 


is to conſider thoroughly, deliberate calmly, and judge of the whole uppon 
reaſon, nott with the ſpirit mentioned. Mr. Aillaby deſired to explaine; 


ſayd hee only meant that creditt was to bee ſoe ſupported; which cauſed ſome 
ſmiling. Mr. Walpole applauded the deſigne, and agreed in general to the 


reaſon- 


"= 
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reaſonableneſſe of the ſcheme, wherein however ſomething wanted amend. South Sea. 
ment, and others (although but few) were unreaſonable; but concluded gp aged 
ſtrongly for hearing all, as indeed every body did, three or four onely excepted, EN 
Mr. Lechmere anſwer'd him but little, God wott, to the matter in hand; for 
quitting that, he fell into inveRtives againſt Walpole's former ſcheme, giving 
great preferences to this. The town fays, the bargaine with the South Sea 
company was agreed att his chambers, between Mr. Aiſlaby, fir George Caſ- 
well, and three or four other South Sea-men; fince which, they ſay Mr. Aiſlaby 

has bought 27, oool. ſtock. 

We often obſerve how far paſſion carrys men beyond maſon; and certainly 
intereſt has generally the ſame effect; for Walpole being irritated, roſe again, and 
began with ſhewing, by papers in his hand, how very unfairly Letchmere had 
repreſented fatts, then proceeded to ſhew his fallacious way of reaſoning, and 
concluded with going more particularly into the ſcheme, which in ſeverall ma- 
teriall parts he expoſed ſufficiently. Letchmere roſe up, butt he took time 
to conſider, whilſt another had ſpoke, in order to reply; but this was prevented 
by the whole committee riſing att once, and going into the floor; the chair- 
man tore his throat with © to order, hear your member,“ butt all to no pur- 
poſe, other then to mortifie Letchmere, by the members crying out, © wee have 
heard him long enough.” If they were nott infatuated, the ſpecimen given 
them the preceding day, might have taught them ; when a bill, impowering the 9 
committee (in a former att, for finding out the longitude) to give 2, oool. to | 9 
ſuch perſon as they ſhould judge to have made a good progreſs therein, al- ' 
though reduced to noe certainty; the reaſonableneſſe whereof, was in a very Il 
long ſett ſpeech preſt by Mr. Hambden, to which little more was anſwer- 
ed then, that this was not time to ſquander away publique money upon projetts; 
(butt the truth is, twas generally underſtood to be a job) and therefore con- _ 
cluded againſt paſſing the bill. The miniſtry marcht out at the head of 36 yeas, and 1 
left within 192 noes. Whether the banke will make a propoſall (as is generally "i 
expected) I know nott; butt am very well ſatisfied, many a fair pound will be 
ſaved to the publique, even by the very propoſal the South Sea company will 
make. For this affair is in a very different ſituation from what they expected 
upon concerting without doors, and conſequently a great many will fail in their 
hopes; for when the bargain will not bear itt, they muſt be quiett. 
The motion for an addreſs relating to Gibraltar, which I mentioned in the 

former part of this letter, taking wind, has hitherto been delay*d upon aſ- 

ſurances given by the miniſtry to members from man to man, that nothing of 

that 
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Period III. that kind ſhould be done; notwithſtanding which, I have very good reaſon to 
1720t01727. 
— —— 


1720. 


Middleton 
Papers. 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


believe, that att this very moment, itt is under conſideration; but I thinke 
they will not be hardy enough to dare doe the thing, and yett if another 
whiſper be true, noe man can tell what lengths they may goe. That the in- 
tereſt of the Roman catholicks of this kingdom, ſhould be eſpouſed by ſome 
of our moſt conſiderable allyes, is nott to be wondered att, butt that the 
ſhould thinke of obtaining, what in humane probability, wou'd in leſſe than 
an age, eſtabliſh that religion here, is ſurely monſtrous. I will nott give my- 
ſelf leave to mention the four particulars ſayd to be inſiſted uppon, much leſſe 
can I bring myſelfe to believe, that any expeQation of ſucceſſe ſhould be 
given them. God deliver us, if itt be the caſe, butt no more on ſuch a 


ſubjea, 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON. 


Competition between the bank and South Sea company, whoſe propoſal is ac- 
cepted.— Benefits derived from the competition. 


(Feb. 2, 1719-20.) YESTERDAY, the committee of the whole houſe, 
came to a reſolution to accept the South Sea propoſal, which is to be re- 
ported (and will be agreed to) this day. That you may comprehend how this 
affair has been managed, I'le give you a ſhort detaile of the whole. You 
know by my former letters, that Mr. Aiſlabie, when hee opened the ſcheme, 
concluded, that they would offer three millions to the publique, towards 
payment of the nationall debt, applauded their candour, in going the greateſt 
length the thing could beare, and concluded with the great benefitt to the 
nation. The South Sea company foreſeeing, that the houſe were reſolved 
to hear every propoſall, that any other company ſhould make; became 
ſenſible, that the banke would bee able to offer a much better, and therefore, 
in that which they delivered in writing, advanced half a million, when att the 
ſame time, the banke outbid them full two millions; this putt them under a ne- 
ceſſity to deſire they might amend their propoſoll, which was eaſily granted, the 
generality of the houſe, being for making the beſt bargaine for the publique. 
Yeſterday, they gave a ſecond propoſal in writing, by which they made the 
three millions and a half (which they formerly bid) four millions, payable by 
four quarterly payments. This they were to pay in all events; they further 
offered, that inſtead of three year's purchaſe, which the banke had propoſed to 
pay, out of the long termes (which for diſtinftion, wee call the irredeemable 


funds) 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


ſuppoſition the whole ſhould bee taken in) does amount to above three mil- 
lions more, and to ſhew that they would truly endeavour doing ſoe, they ſub- 
mitted to pay one year's purchaſe certaine, in the nature of a nomine penæ, 
which one year's purchaſe amounts to above fix hundred ſixty od thouſand 
pounds. They had by their firſt propoſal, demanded a continuance of the 
preſent intereſt of five per cent. for ſeven years, when the whole was to be 
reduced to four; which by this propoſal, they reduce to four years, the banke 
having in their propoſal, offered the ſame; the ſaving uppon this head, 
amounts to three hundred thouſand pounds yearly; and laſtly, they propoſe to 
circulate, two millions of exchequer bills, for the terme of four yeares, gratis; 
the ſaving uppon this head, is fifty thouſand pounds. Upon the whole, inſtead 
of three millions, which they firſt offered, they are now to pay, above five 
certaine, to which is to be added, the contingency of two millions and a halfe 
more, uppon their purchaſing in the long termes, which *tis their intereſt to 
doe, and conſequently they will. Whoever had heard how highly the firſt 
ſcheme was applauded, how earneſtly recommended for our acceptance, and 
how very near itt was to bee ſoe, would ſtand amaſed, that ever the publique (in 
any inſtance) ſhould be ſoe fortunate, as to more than double the ſumme intended 
for them; butt thus itt has for once happened. Tis nott vanity in mee to ſay, 
that this is due to my motion; becauſe, even thoſe whoe I am ſure wiſh mee ill, 
are pleaſed to congratulate mee (from the teeth outward) uppon the very vaſt 
advantange accruing to the publique thereby. I will nott ſay the firſt ſcheme 
was formed in order to any particular ſett of men finding their account in the 
acceptance of itt, but am ſure *tis plaine as the ſun, there was roome enough 
for their doing foe. The calculators ſhew, that by the firſt ſcheme, the na- 
tional debt would have been diſcharged in twenty-eight years, and even this 
proſpet pleaſed people; butt *tis now demonſtrable *twill bee done in leſſe 
then eighteen. 


WILLIAM PULTENEY TO DANIEL PULT ENEV. 


Rejoices at the reconciliation between the king and prince of Wales. —Secrecy 
with which it was condufted.— Propoſes to put up a member for Weſtminſter, 
— Profſperous ſituation of public affairs. 
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funds) they were willing to pay four years and a halfs purchaſe, which (uppon South Sea. 
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Period III. DEAR COUSIN, London, May 7, 1720; 
2 1 Can make you no excuſe for not anſwering yours of near two months agos. 
1720. before this time, but I hope you will forgive me, if I own the truth, and 
Fee tell you, that I am a moſt intollerable lazy correſpondent. The good news 
apers. 


which has lately happen'd, of the reconciliation between the king and prince 
was as ſurpriſing as it was fatisfaftory and agreeable to every body; I dare 
ſay the French embaſſador had not the leaſt hand in it, nay, I am fully con- 
vinced, that till the morning the prince went to St. James's, he knew nothing 
of it; nor do I believe ten men in all England did. The conſequences of 
this happy event, muſt be very advantageous to the cauſe, you and I have 
always wiſhed well to; among others, I think it impoſſible to fail of a whigg 
parliament, whenever the king pleaſes to call a new one. You may depend 
upon it, that I will take care of you; and if it ſhould happen, that there ſhould. 
be a vacancy at Hendon, before a new parliament, you ſhall certainly be 
brought in, if not, tis not a great while you have to wait. I have been think. 
ing, it would be right for ſome one of our family to ſtand for Weſtminſter, to 


revive the ſtrongeſt intereſt that ever was known in any place. The intereſt 


which the name alone would carry, joyned with the eftates my uncle and I 
have in it, would certainly carry it for any one of the family, we ſhould agree 
in ſetting up. But this is a diſtant conſideration, and we ſhall. have time 
enough to think of it, when you return, which I hope will be ſoon, ſince you 
ſo earneſtly defire it. 

I can ſend you no news, that you have not from much better hands; but I 
hear juſt now, that Lechmere is diſmiſſed from the employment of attorney 
generall, and Raymond putt in his place. I hope and doubt not, but the 
king's affairs will go on very proſperouſly, both at home and abroad. I am 


ſure I ſhall very heartily contribute my ſmall endeavours to make them do ſo; 


and I am fatisfied, I cannot in any thing do him more ſervice, than in bringing. 
you into parliament. | 


SECRETARY CRAGGS TO EARL STANHOPE. 


The ſquadron muſt not be laid up, — A new ſubſcription for ſmelting copper.— 
Lord Weſtmoreland at the head of it; and the prince of Wales the go- 
vernor,—South Sea company purpoſe, it is ſaid, to declare a dividend of 
60 per cent, — Hopes that his journey to Berlin will be ſucceſsful. 


MY 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


MY LORD, Whitehall, july 8, 1720. 


will be very well pleas'd with, from colonel Armſtrong. Upon this oc- 
caſion, I beg leave to obſerve to your lordſhip, that by the papers, which the 
lords of the admiralty laid before the lords juſtices, it appears that there are 
with this new ſquadron, which we are fitting out, five and twenty thouſand 
men, or thereabouts, in pay for this year, whereas thirteen thouſand five 
hundred only, is the quota granted by parliament. Your lordſhip knows, 
that this ſquadron was fitted out by his majeſty's particular order, ſignified by 
me to the lords of the admiralty; and therefore I do conceive it will not be 
proper for the lords juſtices to lay it up, nor is it very well pratticable; ſince, 
they know no more, but that it is defigned for Port Mahon, a diſpoſition which 
they can allege no reaſon, nor any body to them for altering. Lord Sun- 
derland goes to-morrow to Tottridge for a week; the duke of Roxburgh is 
gone into Scotland; the dukes of Devonſhire and Bolton will ſoon be going 
into the country; but ſtill J hope we ſhall never want a quorum to carry on 
the neceſſary buſineſſe twice a week. 

There is a new ſubſcription going on for what they call ſmelting of copper, 
which I take to be refining of it; they pretend a patent, which excepts them 
from the bubbles, deſtroyed by the laſt act of parliament; and have the opi- 


nions of ſome eminent lawyers, that notwithſtanding that law, they may act 


legally under it. My lord Weſtmoreland was at the head of this under- 
taking; but his lordſhip, and the perſons engaged with him, having repre- 
{ſented to his royal highneſſe the uſefulneſſe of it, he has done them the ho- 
nour to accept of being their governour. I have met to day with a report, 
as if the South Sea company intended to declare a dividend at 60 per cent. 
for one and twenty years; but as J have it not from any of the directors them- 
ſelves, I do not give it to your lordſhip for a certain truth. 


SECRETARY CRAGGS TO EARL STANHOPE, 


Congratulates him on the peace between Sweden and Denmark.—Walpole and 
the ſpeaker ineſfectually endeavour to prevent the prince from being gover= 
nor of the copper company. 

MY DEAR LORD, | 1 | Cock-Pit, July 12, 1720, 

J Have receiv'd the favour of your private one of the 1ſt inſt. and heartily 

rejoice with you -on the concluſion of the peace between Sweden and 
B b 2 Denmark. 
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South Sea. 


T HES tetter, which comes by the poſt, ſerves only to encloſe one which you 
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N Denmark. I hope one good effect of your lordſhip? 8 journey to Berlin, will 
. inſpire his Pruſſian majeſty with a little more vigour againſt the czar. 


1720. 


If the affairs of religion are not finiſh*'d, I hope you vill draw this uſe from 
the delay of em, to keep lord Cadogan at Vienna, till they are finiſhed. You 
will by this poſt receive more proofs of that ſcoundrel Beretti Landis good 
intentions. I wiſh it prove true, that Monteleone will be preſident of 
Caſtille; I think he will be diſpoſed to cultivate a good underſtanding be- 
tween the two kingdoms. You will alſo ſee another note from Armſtrong, 
that ſhews all my lord Stair's fears were not grounded; but on the other hand, 
does not your lordſhip think, fir Robert Sutton has thrown himſelf a corps 
perdu into Mr. Law; I hope in God that Carteret will goe to the congreſs, 
Mr. John Chetwynde has offer'd me his ſervices this morning to that effect. 
Which ever reſolution the king takes about Gibraltar, I hope he will not yield 
to the manner in which the court of Spain puts that matter. 

The ſpeaker and Mr. Walpole could not diſſuade the prince from being 
governor of this copper company, tho' they told him he would be proſecuted, 
mention'd in parliament, and cry'd in the alley, upon the foot of Onſlow's in- 
ſurance, Chetwynde's bubble, prince of Wales“ bubble, &c. he has already 
got 40,000]. by it. The South Sea company open a ſubſcription on Thurſ- 
day, for what they call the redeemable annuity's. Don't you begin to think 


of ſupporting the regent? he ſeems to want it; might not my lord Carteret go 


Pulteney 
Papers, 


through France in his way to England, where I take it for granted, his family 
and his private affairs will call him? I have ſecured Squerries, and ſhall 
have the pleaſure of being your lordſhip's neighbour in Kent; a reaſon that 
has made the purchaſe much more valuable to me. I don't hear of Schaub 
upon the road, I believe your lordſhip would be glad to have him with you; 
I ſee by Mr. Whitworth, that he does nothing yet in that great affair of the 
penſionary; I leave it to your lordſhip to inſtrutt Stanyan what to doe, and 
how much money to give at the Ottoman Port. 


SECRETARY CRAGGS TO DANIEL PULTENEY. 


About ſubſcriptions for the South Sea ſtock. 


(July 14, 1720.) IF you had been deſirous to be in any of theſe ſub- 
ſcriptions, which have proved ſo very advantageous, I would have pro- 
| cured you ſome ſhare in them, and I will remember it henceforward, now I 


know your mind. But upon my word, I have not, and I believe, nobody elſe 
has 
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has put down any friends name, without their conſent, for the ſucceſs of theſe South Sea. N 


things has been uncertain. 


SECRETARY CRAGGS TO EARL STANHOPE. 


Rage for South Sea ſubſcriptions. —Walpole and others dine with lord Sunder- 
land. —Strange conduct of the duke and ducheſs of Marlborough, 


MY DEAR LORD, Cockpit, July 15, 1720. 


Y OU'L find, that J have but little to trouble you with this poſt: Mr. de 

la Faye's letter: and the minutes of the juſtices, tell your lordſhip all 
the common occurrences, and I have nothing to add of a more private na- 
ture. I have had aſſurance enough, to move in councill, that the new at- 
tempt to evade the laſt law, by trumping up theſe old charters for ſmelting 
copper, may be proſecuted, and the methods are now under conſideration, 
_ To-morroy, I goe to Richmond, where I am afraid my motion will not have 
been kindly repreſented; for my lord Weſtmoreland, who engaged the prince 
to accept this governorſhip, was preſent. 

It is impoſſible to tell you, what a rage prevails VER for South Sea ſub- 
ſcriptions at any price. The crowd of thoſe that poſſeſs the redeemable an- 
nuitys is ſo great, that the Pank, who are obliged to take them in, has been 
forced to ſet tables with clerks in the ſtreets. There dined yeſterday at lord 
Sunderland's, the dukes of Devonſhire and Newcaſtle, lord Carliſle, lord 
Townſhend, lord Lumley, the ſpeaker, Walpole, and I, and we got ſome very 
drunk, and others very merry. Lord Falmouth, whom the publick have 
maliciouſly nicknamed lord Foulmouth, bows very low and gravely to us all, 
and ſeems to be in a great quandary. Would you believe, that the duke of 
Marlborough, at a vifit he and his good ducheſs made at Richmond, told the 
prince, he was aſhamed to ſee his royal highneſs in ſuch a country houſe, like 
a private gentleman, while ſuch an inſignificant creature as the duke of Marl- 
borough was playing the king; that he had out of decency attended the lords 
juſtices once at the firſt ſummons, but that he would return no more. Laſt 
Saturday, when J was at that court, I obſerved, that the prince talked of the 
perfect ſtate of his grace's underſtanding; but Mr. Walpole told me afterwards, 
that his royal highneſs had truſted him with this ſecret. You'l underſtand 
this matter better, when you refle& on the abuſive language, which my lady 
ducheſs beſtows every day moſt plentifully upon us. Here is a French refugee of- 

ficer returned from France, who confirms Armſtrong's laſt account, that they are 
reducing 
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Period III. reducing 10 men per company, and 5 per troop in France. I want to learn 


42720t0 1727. 
— — 


31720. 


Middleton 
Papers. 


your lordſhip's thoughts upon thoſe affairs, and what part the king vill take 
in them; here is no new body dead, or to be married ſince I laſt wrote to you, 


and conſequently no more for me to ſay, but that I am ever, my dear lord, 
yours, &c. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON. 
Fate of the South Sea ſtock. — Great loſſes. —General conſternation. 


(September 13, 1720.) I came (as I told you I would) to towne, in order 
to adjuſt the matter of your lottery ticketts, purſuant to the advertiſement 
from the South Sea company, Yeſterday was the day appointed, butt (as 
is cuſtomary with them) they have putt itt of, and thoſe concerned are 
to wait their leiſure, and take ſuch ſatisfaQtion as they thinke fitt to give. 
Wee made them kings, and they deal with every body as ſuch; thoſe whoe 
ſubmit and ſubſcribe are at their mercy; thoſe whoe doe nott, are to be oppreſt 
in ſuch manner, as ſhall make what is due to them of little uſe; and all this, I 
ſuppoſe, they are to be ſupported in, having engaged the houſe of commons ſoe 
far in their intereſt, by wayes obvious to every body, that I thinke the nation 
will bee to beare ſuch part of the loſſe ſuſtained by private perſons, as the 
company ſhall thinke fitt; whilſt the gaine obtain'd by fraude and villanous 
practices, is to turne to their advantage. I foreſaw this from the beginning, 
and have as many witneſſes of itt, as perſons I converſt with; but I owne, 
I thought they would have carryed on the cheat ſomewhat longer. Various 
are the conjeQuures why they ſuffered the cloud to breake foe early, I made 
noe doubt butt *twould doe ſoe when they found itt for their advantage, which 
nott being the caſe juſt att this time, ſome other reaſon muſt bee found; and 
the true one I take to bee, ſtretching creditt ſoe far beyond what *twould beare, 
that ſpecie proves deficient for ſupporting itt, by circulating paper. It is ob- 
ſervable, that many of their moſt conſiderable men, with their faſt freinds, the 
tories, jacobites, and papiſts (for theſe they have all along hugged) have drawne 
out, ſecuring themſelves by the loſſes of the deluded thoughtleſſe numbers, 
whoſe underſtandings were over-ruled by avarice, and hopes of making moun- 
tains of mole hills. Thouſands of familyes will be reduced to beggery, what 
the conſequences of that will bee, time muſt ſhew; I know what I thought 
from the beginning, and feare 'tis very near att hand. The conſternation is in- 
expreſſible, the rage beyond expreſſion, and the caſe ſo deſperate, that I doe 

nott 
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nott ſee any plan or ſcheme, ſo much as thought of, for averting the blow, ſoe South Sea. 
that I can't pretend to gueſſe att what is next to bee done. ” 5 
. 
THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON. 


Diſtreſs of the South Sea company. — Reports about a diſſolution of parliament, 
ſeem to be unfounded, —His opinion of the inſtability of the South Sea ſcheme 
Juſtiſied by the event.—Lord Sunderland duped by the direclors. 


(Sept. 27, 1720.) THE company have yett come to noe determination, for Middleton 
they are in ſuch a wood, that they know nott which way to turne, butt tis F*P*** 
given out (I ſuppoſe by direction) that they will lower the price of the third 
and fourth ſubſcriptions, and offer more reaſonable termes to the redeemables, 
leaving to their option the acceptance, or returne of their ſeverall ſecurityes, 
theſe to remain on the foote they are, till diſcharged by payment in mony 3. 
noe doubt att firſt they intended nothing leſſe, butt as Mr. Budgell told them 
in the generall court, ſince the mountain would nott come to Mahomet, hee 
muſt goe to the mountaine. You miſunderſtood mee in thinking, I expected 
a ſpeedy diſſolution: that had been conſidered and lay'd aſide, notwithſtanding 
which, as earneſt application was every where making, as if elections were to 
begin within a month, this was begun by the South Sea-men, and great ſumes 
have they already ſpent, butt, if I miſtake not, they will meet with more diſ- 
appointments, then they expected; for by ſeveral gentlemen, lately come to 
towne, I perceive the very name of. a South Sea-man, growes abominable in. 

every country. 

Your remark is very juſt, that if this great Leviathan intended to have been 
directors of the whole national affairs, as well as of the company doe fall, 
itt will neceſſarily occaſion, ſuch a convulſion, as noe honeſt man deſires ;. 
but I think there remains a middle way between the two extremes, by ſup- 
porting their creditt, as far as in reaſon itt ought to bee ſupported, diſtinguiſh- 
ing between what ought properly to bee call'd creditt, and chimericall calcu- 
lations, and the one is certainly practicable, without running into the other, 
A great many goldſmiths-are already gone of, and more will daily. I queſtion 
whether one third, nay a fourth can ſtand itt; the cauſe of which, is this, thoſe 
whoe had either originally, or by buying with mony gott by taking differences, 
run into pretty conſiderable quantityes of ſtock, nott being therewith content, 
butt reſolving to ſitt down with nothing leſſe then hundred thouſands, in order 
to obtaine which, gave vaſt premiums to the goldſmiths for mony, pawning, 

their 
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Period III. their ſtock, ſome att four, others att five and fix hundred, this being lookt 
1720 to 1727. 
. uppon as good as land ſecurity: the money thus lent by the goldſmiths was in 
1720. Caſh notes, which whilſt paper had creditt, anſwered the end as well as ſpecie; 
butt aſſoon as a run was uppon them, they found (by reaſon of the ſtocks 
ſinking) their pledges would nott produce caſh to anſwer their notes, and thus 
one after another are they every day going of. 
From the very beginning, I founded my judgment of the whole affair 
uppon this unqueſtionable maxim, that ten millions (which is more then our 
running caſh) would not circulate two hundred millions, beyond which our 
paper creditt extended; that therefore, when ever that ſhould become doubt- 
full, bee the cauſe what 1tt would, our noble ſtate machine muſt inevitably fall 
to the ground, or att beſt bee brought within ſoe much a narrower com- 
paſſe then what was projected, that our moſt ſanguine people would find 
nothing more appoſitely expreſſive of their vain hopes then 


Parturiunt montes, naſcetur ridiculus mus. 


I endeavoured, with an honeſt and friendly intention, te perſuade as 
many of my friends as I converſed with, to ſecure the main chance, and nott 
dip (at leaſt) out of their depth, in caſe they ſhould reſolve to goe with the 
current, Some few were prevailed uppon by ſuch arguments as I thought well 
founded, whoſe hearty thanks and acknowledgments I have receiv'd; butt the 
far greater part concluding {as I muſt own I did) that the thing would have 
been carryed on for ſome longer time, have on this ſuppoſition, run them- 
ſelves aground, which they dearly repent: into this they were generally lead by 
aſſurances from the gent. whoſe noſe bled, and whoe himſelfe was certainly 
duped by the honeſt directors from whom hee receiv'd information, whilſt they 
were all the time (underhand) ſelling out as faſt as they could. That he was 
duped, I thinke paſt doubt, from his having by his influence, brought all his 
particular friends, and even his owne family and neareſt relations, ſoe far into 
the mire, as that few of them will, during their lives, ſurmount the loſſe, others 
of them are ſoe totally undone, as to bee beyond poſſibillity of retrieving itt. 
Poſſibly, before the end of next ſeſſion, I may bee called a South Sea-man, 
for I ſhall nott join with thoſe whoſe loſſes have ſoe far exaſperated them, as 


to bee deſirous, out of revenge, to run into extremes, which may endanger the 
nation. Farewell. : 
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EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM 


MR. JACOMBE® TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Frequent bankruptcies —Hints at a ſcheme for ingrafting part of the South 
Sea ſtock into the bank and Eaſt India company.—Public anxiouſly ex- 
petts the aſſiſtance of Walpole. 


(October 11, 1720.) WE have two poſts juſt come in from Holland, but 
know not any news by them. One houſe in Holland is broke, with whom 
fir ]. Beck had great tranſattions, what effett it will have upon him, is not yet 
knowne. Several merchants are broke, and we expett more every day; and 
till it appeares, who can ſtand this ſtorme both here and in Holland, the bank 
cannot open any diſcount, not knowing who to truſt, South Sea is about 240, 
and nobody in a condition to help tt. 

When I waited on lord Townſhend, he was pleaſed to talk with me on what 
could or ought to be done for the company. I mentioned a thought of mine, 
that would be beſt for the intereſt of the nation, if inſtead of adding more to 
the company, their capital was divided amongſt the three great bodyes, the 
bank, the South Sea, and India companyes; thereby making them more 
equall, but upon ſeparate intereſts, as checks on one another, and conſe- 
quently leſſe powerfull and leſſe dangerous to the ſtate. He was pleaſed with 
the thoughte, and commanded me to conſider how it might be praQticable. 
I promiſed him to doe fo againſt your returne to London. I have ſince 
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thought more cloſely of it, and doe believe, though there are difficultyes, yet 


that it is practicable and adviſable. When you come to towne, I believe I 
ſhall be able to lay a ſhort plan of it before you, and ſubmitt it to your 
judgement. 


(London, October 13, 1720.) Every body longs for you in town, having 


no hopes from any but yourſelf: though I muſt own, I don't ſee what effeQual 
help can be given to them, till ſome time has worne off people's fears and diſ- 
truſts of one another. 
(November 1, 1720.) They all cry out for you to help them, ſo that 
when you come, you will have more difficultys on you, than ever you had. 
For though you are perfectly clear of this ſad ſcheme, yet you will be pro- 
_ digiouſly importuned by all the ſufferers to doe more than any man can doe; 
and more than you, in your judgement, would think ought to be done, if it 
could be done. ” | 
VOL, 11. PART II. 8 WILLIAM 
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WILLIAM PULTENEY TO DANIEL PULTENEY. 

Many of his friends ruined, but no ſufferer himſelf by the fate of the South 
Sea ſtock. Influence of Walpole; has it in his power to ruin the South 
Sea company and lord Sunderland, —Good effects of his interference, — 
General diſtreſs and deſpondency. | 

DEAR COUSIN, London, Nov, 20, 1720. 

J Am perfectly aſhamed to write to you, having received ſo many letters from 
you, without anſwering one of them; but I hope you will forgive me, when 

I aſſure you, that I have done nothing, nor thought of nothing, for theſe 


laſt two months, but South Sea ſtock, and yet I am not myſelf any great 


ſufferer by it; but ſo many of my acquaintance are ruined and undone, that 
I am under as much anxiety and uneafineſs of mind, as if I was ſo myſelf. 


*Tis ridiculous to tell you, what a ſumme, I might once have been maſter of; 


but fince I had not diſcretion enough to ſecure that, tis ſtill ſome comfort to 
me, to have putt my affairs into fuch a way, that lett what will happen, I can 
be no looſer by it. The king's coming, which every body thought would 
bave in ſome meaſure reviv'd the ſtock, has from abundance of ſimple ſtorys, 
that have been artfully diſperſed, rather depreſſed it, and within this week, 
the ſtock has been ſold at 1207. 

It has been reported, that Mr. Walpole, who has the greateſt influence of 
any one over the direQors of the bank, has all this while prevented their com- 
plying with the bargain they made with the South Sea company, and that he 
bas it now in his power to ruin the South Sea ſcheme, and the authors of it 
at once, in revenge for the trick they formerly ſerved him. To tell you the 
plain truth, I do not think there is any very cordial affection between the 
miniſters and him: but it is ſo much the intereſt of both of them, to relieve 
mankind from this generall calamity, that I am perſuaded, they muſt co-ope- 
rate in all meaſures for doing of it, and upon their meeting yeſterday, when 
Mr. Walpole propoſed ſome things for the South Sea, which was agreed to 
by the miniſters, the ſtock gott up to 200/. I am ſo ſenſible of what you 
ſay, that foreigners have ſtill a very great ſumme of money in our ſtocks, 
that I proteſt to you, I would rather never ſee it riſe higher than it is, than 
have it raiſed for a little while, only by artifices and ſeeming advantages. 
This would give thole foreigners an opportunity of withdrawing their money; 
whereas, if it be raiſed by ſolid advantages, and ſuch as will fix it at a mo- 
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derate price, people will be defirous of continuing their money where it is, South Sea. 
with more ſecurity, and better intereſt, than it can poſſibly be any where elſe. 
God ſend we may not think of following any of your Miſſiſippi remedys. This 
laſt ſtroke of forcing people to buy ſtock, and depoſit it for three years, is 
beyond any of the former contrivances, which Mr. Laws has with ſo much ar- 
bitrary power made uſe of. The ways we muſt make uſe of, muſt be ſuch as 
are gentle, and will by degrees raiſe credit, and give a circulation to money 
again; this is what muſt recover our ſtock, and particular people muſt retrieve 
their circumſtances by frugality, and a juſt ceconomy. On fryday next, I 
believe the parliament will meet, tho“ ſome people are for putting it off a 
week; 1 fear ſuch a proceeding, would give a great damp to people's ſpiritts, 
and make them imagine, nothing could be done for their ſafety. If the par- 
liament does meet, I will ſend you the king's ſpeech, and the addreſſes of 
both houſes, with an account of what was beſides done in each; but Mr. 
Craggs tells me, he does believe, in a very little time, you may be here: I 
heartily wiſh you was, becauſe, I am ſure it muſt be very diſagreeble to be 
where you are. It was once reported, that this parliament would be con- 
tinued, but I find there never was the leaſt grounds for it, the king I believe 
will call a new one next ſummer, when you may depend upon being choſen at 
* / Heyden. Pray make mine and my wife's compliments to my couſin, and be- 
lieve me ever yours. 


1720. 


DRUMMOND TO DANIEL PULTENEY. 


Agreement ſettled between the bank and South Sea company. Union between 
Sunderland and Walpole, raiſes the flocks. Many ſufferers mentioned; 
among ft whom are ſeveral directors, lord Sunderland, and his friends. 
SIR, | London, November 24, 1720, 

TEE court is taken up in conferring ſome times with the South Sea direc- Pulteney 
tors, and with the bank; the later having a conductor, were pritty ſtub- Papers. 
burne, and had a ſcheme of their own, which they inſiſted on; but lord Sun- 
derland ſaid to his friends, that tho' they had differ'd in their way of thinking 
in the private conferrence with him at his own houſe, yet he parted very good 
friends with them. And common report ſays, that a new bank would have 
been propoſed, if the old had not been reaſonable; and Mr. Walpole ſhould 
have ſaid to his friends, that he had a different projett from that of lord Sun- 
derland, but that the king having enter'd into that of lord Sunderland's, he 
cca would 
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Period III. would joyn to ſupport it. This happy union brought up the ſtock again from 


1720 to 1727. 


1720. 


140 to 200 and 210, and it will in all appearance remain aboute 200 till ſome- 
thing of the ſcheme be known, which cannot be ready ſoo ſoon as the par- 
liament was to ſit; and therefore it was reported, that they were to be pro- 
rogued for 10 days. There are premios given at 250 and goo; but I find 
that few are ſoo ſanguine to think that it will be reiaſed above goo, and I wiſh 
it may not go much heigher, tho? if it could be brought to 400, it would ſave 


a great many who are deeply engaged; but if brought to 400, and not ſup- 


ported there, a new fall would do very much more harme. Common report 
ſays, that the court deſigns to bring it to and ſupport it at goo, by fixing a di- 
vidend of 15 per cent. redeemable by parliament; that the debt due by the 


publik to the bank, ſhall be paid to the bank by the company in ſtock at goo, 


and in like manner to the Eaſt India company; that the whole publik debt is 
to conſiſt of 21 million of capitall, bearing 15 per cent. intereſt; that nationall 
intereſt is to be reduced to three per cent. and that ſeverall benefits of trade 
and fiſhing are to be given to the company. The directors of the company 
do own in converſation, that their treaſurer had no orders to lend upon ſtock 
above 400 per cent. but he has lent 700 and upwards to ſeverall, and very 
great ſumms upon ſubſcriptions, and that muſt become a dead loſs; for there 
is no more to be paid in on the ſubſcriptions, as I am told; and what is paid 
in already, is to be converted into ſtock. 

There are very many and conſiderable familys reduced by extravagant 
bargains; our friends the Chetwins very deep; lord Launſdale defires the go- 
vernment of the Leeward iſlands, and will obtain it; lord Irwing has got Bar- 
bados; it's ſaid, that lord Portland defires Jamaica, which is not thought 
propper, but will get a penſion, for he is very much worfe than nothing. 
The dukes of Wharton and Bolton are great fufferrers; and indeed even the 
South Sea directors included, hardly one in 20 are gainers. Sir Juſtus Beck's 
debt is 340 thouſand pound, and he cannot pay half a crown in the pound; 
moſt who are undone, are in ſuch like ſtate; but the banke is very eaſte, 
neither is there ſo much want of ſpecies as of credit. The opera is very fine, 
and very full; and the court very rich in forrain filks and velvets; I wiſh it 
were in good broad cloath, which would keep them warmer in this ſeaſon. It 
was reported, that your cuſſin Mr. Pulteny, was to ſucceed Mr. Aiſleby; but 
I am told, there will be no alterations till the ſeſſion be over; and many do 
think, that this will not be the laſt ſeſſion of this parliament. As all lord 
Sunderland's friends, by ſir John Blount's advice, ſold out nothing, his lord 

hip 
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ſhip is now glad it is ſoo, for he would not have profited of the publik cala- 
mity ; neither lord Stanhope, Argyll, nor Roxburghe have been in the ſtocks; 
but Londonderry has ſuffered greatly; fir R. Sutton has been a great 
gainer. 


MR. ECKERSAL TO DANIEL PULT ENEV. 


Stock riſes on a report that Walpole had drawn up a ſcheme. 


(Nov. 24, 1720.) SOUTH Sea ſtock ſunk ſo conſiderably on Monday, 
Wedneſday, and Friday, that I began to think it would be under par, and 
come to nothing; but as then we had aſſurances, that the bank and South Sea 
were to agree, and to come into a ſcheme of Mr. Walpole's drawing up, and 
is calculated to raiſe the ſtock to gool. or above. The ſtock role upon it laſt 
Monday, I think one time of the day to 215. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE KING. 


Some thoughts* and conſiderations concerning the preſent poſture of the South 
| Sea ſtock, humbly laid before his majeſty. 


JT was with great reluQance, and in obedience only to your majeſty's commands, 


that I was prevailed upon, to undertake any thing relating to the South Sea 


affairs. I am too ſenſible of the many difficulties, that will attend any ſcheme, 
formed to regulate the perplexed and unfortunate ſtate of the South Sea com- 
pany, to hope that ſatisfattion can be given, to the infinite number of ſufferers, 
But the publick ſecurity, and the reſtoring and eſtabliſhing publick credit, in 
which your majeſty's government is ſo highly concerned, are firſt to be con- 
ſulted, and this I hope, may by this means be effettually ſettled and ſecured, 
A due and compaſſionate regard is to be ſhewn to the loſſes of private men, 
and all that I concieve-can be expected, is to give ſome eaſe and relief to the 
preſent unhappy circumſtances, in which great numbers are new involved ; 
but it ſeems to me impoſſible, ſo far to repair every man's loſſes, that a great 
many will not ſtill remain conſiderable loſers. An attempt to raiſe the ſtock 
to a higher value than it can be ſupported at, would only involve a new ſet of 
perſons in the misfortunes, that others at preſent labour under, and expoſe 
the publick to the great loſs, that wall be ſuſtain'd by foreigners ſelling out 
at high prices, and exporting our gold and filver. And what 1 dehre your 


„ The original draught in the hand-writing of Sir Robert Walpole,. is. among the Orford 
papers; a fair copy among the Walpole papers. 3 
majeſty 
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Period III. majeſty may be obſerved thro? this ſcheme, is, that I take every thing as 1 
1720101727: found it, and do nothing to alter any man's circumſtances, but by an acceſſion 
1720, Of profit, from the bank and India company, and by an impartial diftribu. 
tion of the whole, as it now appears, from the public tranſactions of the com- 

pany; and have carefully avoided, either to inforce or releaſe any publick or 


private contract or obligation, or to eaſe or relieve any one ſort of adven- 
turers, at the loſs and expence of another. | 


Propoſal. 


That the firft money ſubſcription at goo/7. per cent. be compleated, all 
future payments to be made in South Sea bonds, and allowing longer time for 
the ſame, to make them leſs, and more eaſy. That ſtock be given for the mo- 
neys already paid in, upon the 2d, gd, and 4th, money ſubſcriptions, at 4001. 
per cent. with the Midſummer dividend, and that all future payments thereon, 
be diſcharged. That the ſtock, which ſhall then remain undiſpoſed of, be 
divided among the preſent proprietors of ſtock, in proportion to their ſe- 
veral intereſts, and thereby an end put to the ſelling any more ſtock by ſub- 
ſcription. That the increaſed capital of the South Sea ſtock, amounting in 
the whole, to 38 millions or thereabouts, be divided into three parts, 20 mil- 
lions to remain to the capital of the South Sea ſtock, 9 millions to be ingrafted 
into the bank ſtock, and ꝗ millions to be ingraſted into the Eaſt India company, 
at 120 per cent. and the fund from the exchequer to attend this diſtribution, 
but the parts of the bank and Eaſt India company, to be all 5 per cent. Each 
company to have it's proportion of the charges of management allowed by the 
publick. That each proprietor of South Sea ſtock, ſhall have his proportion 
in the new ingrafted capital ſtock, of each of the reſpettive companies, accord- 
ing to this diſtribution. That all profits which have hitherto ariſen, by ſale of 
ſtock by ſubſcription, amounting to 15,450,000/. ſhall remain for the benefit 
of the 20 millions South Sea ſtock, ſubjett to all charges and incumbrances. 1 

That all future privileges and advantages, to be granted by the publick, ſhall 4 | 
likewiſe remain for the benefit of the 20 millions South Sea ſtock. That any 3 
further reaſonable privileges and advantages be granted to the bank and India 3 
company, to induce and enable them to admit this ingraftment. 3 


Obſervations upon the Propoſals. 


This method, puts an end to the great demand of money, that ariſes from 
time to time, by ſale of ſtock by ſubſcription, which alone has put the town 
under 
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under ſuch conſtant diſtreſs for money, upon every payment, that whilſt that South Sea. 


ſubſiſted, it was impoſſible for credit to revive; the payments to be made, 
betwixt the 14th November, 1720, and the 14th Auguſt, 1721, both inclu- 
ſive, amounting to 8, 478, 600 J. within the compaſs of ten months, which were 
to be continued on, till the whole ſubſcriptions had been compleated, which 
would not have ended, till the 2d of July 1725, but are now to be totally 
diſcharged. Every ſubſcriber has great eaſe and relief from this alteration, by 
being obliged to take only 2500. ftock at 400 per cent. who is now obliged to 
take 1000 ſtock, at the ſame price; and when the Midſummer dividend of 10 
per cent. in ſtock, making 251. ſtock, ſhall be added to the 2501. ſtock, and 
the future dividend in ſtock, ariſing from the ſtock undiſpoled of, after the ex- 
ecution of this ſcheme, amounting to above 46 per cent. in ſtock, ſhall be 
added to the 275 ſtock; every fubſcriber, for 10001. paid, will receive 
401 J. 105. ftock. The fame computation holds upon every 100017. in the 
redeemable funds, receiving ſtock at the ſame price, with the fame dividends 
in ſtock. The dividend of the ſtock undiſpoſed of upon the capital, puts an 
end to all future ſales of ſtock by ſubſcription, which not only prevents the 
former miſchief from being repeated, but puts every proprietor in immediate 
poſſeſſion of his juſt ſhare, ariſing from the profits of the whole, without wait- 
ing for annual dividends, ſubjett to the management of direQors, and the 
fundry chances and hazards, that payments to be received in a long courſe of 
time are liable to; and every proprietor, not only receives his ſhare of profit, 
ariſing from the South Sea ſcheme, but has likewiſe a further advantage upon 
the whole, by the ingraftment of one half of his increaſed capital into the 
bank and Eaft India company. 

This diftribution, by ingrafting g millions into the bank, and g millions into 
the Eaſt India company, reduces the capital of the South Sea company to 20 
millions. This reduction alone remedies ſome of the greateſt miſchiefs that 
attended the whole ſcheme. A capital of 40 millions, is from its bulk alone 
impraQicable, and if raiſed to an advanced price in any high degree, cannot 
poſſibly be negociated; not only for want of ſufficient ſpecie or paper money, 
but for want of property. Suppoſe a capital of 40 millions raiſed to 1000 per 
cent. the value is 400 millions: it is not to be conceived, that all the property 
of England can anſwer ſuch an immenſe and imaginary value, much leſs that 
any ſort of money can be found to negociate one half of it. It is as impoſſible 
to find any profits that can ſupply a dividend upon fo large a capital at any 
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advanced price; but the capital being reduced to one half, all profits and 
advantages that can be reaſonably given to ſupport the ſcheme, are double 
upon the half, to what they would be upon the whole. And by this propoſal, 
all profits that have ariſen already by the ſale of ſtock, and all future ad- 
vantages to be granted by the publick, are reſerved for the 20 millions of 
South Sea ſtock. And as every proprietor is to have his juſt proportion in 
each part of the diſtribution, he partakes in the advantages reſerved for the 
South Sea company in as full a manner as if his whole had remained there. 
Beſides the profits ariſing in the South Sea company, he likewiſe receives bank 
ſtock at 120 per cent. computed at 160 per cent. and India ſtock at 120 per 
cent. computed at 200 per cent.; and for the intereſt of his money, he will 
in all probability receive 8 per cent. per annum from the bank, and 10 per 
cent. per annum from the Eaſt India company, in lieu of the exchequer an- 
nuity of 5 per cent. per annum upon each, which are now to be transfer'd 
to the bank and India company. 

And altho' every proprietor gives 120 per cent. for the bank ſtock, which 
he is to have in his own right, the 20 per cent. which upon the g millions to 
be ingrafted into the bank, makes in the whole one million and half, is re- 
ſerved for the common benefit of the whole bank, in which every proprietor 
is to have his juſt ſhare, and this reduces the price given for bank ſtock to 
1110, 5s. or thereabouts; ſo that every South Sea proprietor gains of one 
fourth of his South Sea ſtock about 40 per cent. in the advanced price of 
bank ſtock, and upon one fourth about 80 per cent. in the advanced price of 
India ſtock; or in another view, for the 20 per cent. which he pays for bank 
ſtock above par, he will receive an additional dividend of g per cent. per an- 
num, and for the 20 per cent. paid for India ſtock above par, 5 per cent. per 
annum; and this is moſt evidently an addition of ſo much to every man's pro- 
perty in the South Sea ſtock. 

Beſides theſe private advantages, this diſtribution of this great capital, with 
regard to the government and the public, was almoſt neceſſary, and being now 
divided betwixt the three great bodies and companies of the city, eſtabliſhes 
ſuch a ballance of power among them, as may make them all uſefull to 
the publick. The capital of the South Sea company will be now 20 mil- 
lions, the capital of the bank 14 millions and half, the capital of the Eaſt 
India company 12,200,0001.; and as the publick has been, and frequently 
muſt be obliged to apply to theſe corporate bodies, for the ſupport of publick 

credit, 
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credit, the public will not be under a neceſſity to accept the hard terms which South Sea. 
one ſingle powerfull body might be inclinable to impoſe, when all three are in 


a condition to aid and aſſiſt upon my emergency, and this has been verified by 
conſtant experience. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON. 


King's ſpeech read at the ſecretary of ſtate's ce. Proceedings in the houſe 


/ commons on moving and reporting the addreſs. —Rumours of a d ſolution, 
Directors ordered to attend. 


(December 10, 1720.) UPPON Weneſday night, about a hundred mem- 
bers mett att the ſecretary's office, when (according to cuſtom) the king's 
ſpeech was read, and a reſolution was propos'd for an addreſſe of thanks. One 
of the company ſayd, hee thought the directors of the South Sea company 
ought by name to bee repreſented, as the perſons to whom the loſſe of 
creditt ought to be imputed, butt condemning perſons unheard (however 
obnoxious) was nott reaſonable; butt that the end might bee attained by 
generall words, to witt, to enquire into the cauſes of theſe misfortunes. This 
was very vigorouſly oppoſed by ſome few, and a great man ſayd itt would, 
inſtead of retrieving, occaſion (probably) an utter loſſe of itt, for that the 
direQors would run away ; butt this did nott obtaine. For my own part, I 
thought the words fully agreed to, when on a ſuddaine *twas whiſper'd about, 
that they were omitted, which gave occaſion to a friend of yours, to call to 
Mr, ſecretary, whoe was reading a ſubſequent paragrah, to know whither the 
amendment propoſed were incerted, to which hee anſwered noe; for you 
know, ſays hee, I am to obſerve directions, and members calling out, read 
on, read on, I proceeded ſoe to doe, without incerting them. The other re- 
plyed, I thought the words agreed to, and conſequently incerted, for ſurely 
half a dozen near you are nott to thinke of determining for foe great a number: 
wee meet here as I apprehend to endeavour ſoe to underſtand each other, as 
to bee of one mind in another place; I think itt therefore incumbent on mee 
to ſpeake plainly. This reſolution is to bee propoſed to the houſe, where the 
words you have thought fitt to omitt, may bee offered, and I doe promiſe 
you uppon my word they will bee ſoe, when they will bee fully debated, and if 
occaſion bee, the queſtion determined by a diviſion. Mr. ſecretary then 


ſayd, propoſe your words, which being done, they were without more a doe 
incerted, 
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The motion being yeſterday made, gentlemen lett themſelves into the moſt 


great meaſure againſt the act, as veſting too large powers in a ſett of men whoe 
are now call'd miſcreants, the ſcum of the people, and worſe names if poſſible. 
Thus are wee aſhamed of what many of us contended for laſt yeare with the 
greateſt eagerneſſe, and that uppon motivesnott fitt to bee mentioned. The more 
moderate few (for that was what butt very few had a right to call themſelves) 
lay'd the ſtreſſe uppon miſexecution; butt even uppon this head, they went 


* Sir Joſeph great lenghts, particularly fir J. J.“ whoe fayd, that hee could nott butt 


Jekyll, 


thinke, at leaſt hope, that all the directors were nott equally culpable, butt 
ſure hee was, that ſome were highly criminal whoe were not direQors. Another 
fayd, the miniftry with onely a frowne had been able to putt a ſtop to all the 
little bubbles, in order to deepen the water for the great one, whence profitt was 
to ariſe. A third concluded thus: this parliament begun with a ſecret committee 
falling upon a precedent miniſtry ; and why may itt nott conclude with doing foe 
to another? What your friend ſayd Wenſday night, proves to have been well 
zudged, for uppon reporting the addreſs yeſterday, fir J. J. mov'd an amend- 


ment, by inſerting what you ſee therein of puniſhing the authors, which went 
without oppoſition. Others tooke exception to itt as too tender; this nott be- 
ing a party cauſſe, arrowes in full vollyes are lett fly from every quarter. 


Thurſday is appointed for conſidering the ſtate of creditt, when Mr, Wal- 
pole has promiſed us his thoughts, and tho? his friends doe nott love to hear 


of a ſcheme being call'd his, hee is certainly digeſting one, which wee are 
then to have, the greater part of which, all the towne know already. Wee 


are to attend his majeſty with our addreſſe this day att two, ſoe that I ſuppoſe . 
little will bee done in the houſe. If any thing material happen, I'Il adde itt, 
for writing this in the morning gives an opertunity of ſaying what will cer- 
tainly bee more diverting then parliamentary accounts. Et 
Woe bee to ſerjeant Birch and George Caſwell, if they preſume to ſtand 
candidates att Leomſtar, att any future election; which however may nott bee 
ſoe near as ſome people thinke: for in caſe wee deſerve itt, *tis hoped by 
ſome, and fear'd by others, that wee may bee longer liv'd then this ſeſſion, as 
well as that twenty-five Scots peers, in addition to the two diſputed titles, 
may bee made hereditary, leaving out of the bill what relates to England; butt 
1 thinke, if offered (which I cannott yett bring myſelf to believe) 'twill run 
the gantlett as the laſt did. | . 
Wee 
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Wee have had a little flurry by an unexpeRted (undigeſted) motion made South Sea. 


by governor Pitts, for ordering the directors to attend on Thurſday, with their 
myrmodons the ſecretary and treaſurer, and if they pleaſed, with their great 


S £- fcandirbag, whoe he meant by that, I know nott, butt the epithet denotes 


ſomebody of conſideration. The time being come for attending his majeſty 
with the addrefle, itt was agreed by common conſent, that this matter bee 
taken into farther conſideration on Munday, without a queſtion putt for ad- 
journing the debate, att which time I apprehend the maine argument on one 
hand will bee, that unleſſe creditt ſhall bee more reeſtabliſht before you fall to 
finding faults, doing itt will grow more difficult afterwards. On the other ſide 


1720. 


twill bee ſayd (and I doubt too truly) that unleſſe you probe the ſore to the 


bottom before you enter on remedys, *twill bee only ſkinning over, what from 
a corrupt bottom, will in a fhort time breake out againe, and that with 
more virulence from the expeQaation of impunity, which ſuch a proceed- 
ding will give ground for: 'twill bee, I believe, a very ſmart debate, fince 
uppon the ſucceſs a great deale depends. I was told (and not by a very ill 
band) that a great man had been heard to ſay *twould bee neceſſary to adjourn 
in order to more temper: I thinke ſuch a remedy will onely irritate; butt per- 
haps, the approaching hollidays may bee the avow'd reaſon. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 
Proceedings in the houſe of commons againſt the directors. 


{December 1g, 1720.) THE motion of Saturday (which I mentioned in 
my laſt) was yeſterday putt into better forme, as you will ſee by the votes; the 
firſt queſtion mov'd, was in very ſtrong terms oppoſed by three or four; for 
as I remember, that was the number. On the other hand, numbers ſpoke 
with the freedom becoming a Brittiſh houſe of commons. The firſt whoe 


ſpoke on the fide of the queſtion, was my quondam colleague fir R. S.“ he Sir Richard 


indeed ſet the matter in a clear light, by telling us, that a nation of more 
wealth and greater credit than any in Europe, within leſs than two years, was 
reduc't to what wee ſee, and too ſenſibly feel, by a few cyphering citts, a 
ſpecies of men of equal capacity in all reſpetts (that of cheating a deluded 
people only excepted) with thoſe animals who ſav'd the capitol, who were 
now to be ſkreen'd by thoſe of greater figure, for what reaſon they beſt know, 
others were att liberty to judge. Another (in anſwer to an argument againſt 
the queſtion, that this vindicative juſtice ſo much contended for, would nott 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


attaine the end propoſed, for that you would nott be able to come att the 
eſtates of the delinquents) ſay*'d hee thought all the laws againſt bankrupts 
being enatted into one againſt the directors (for foe he would always call them, 
as what carry'd more of obloquy then any other word could expreſſe) would, 
in his opinion, attaine the end propoſed. Abundance ſpoake with equall 
bitterneſſe, and ſuch was the general outcry, that the previous queſtion which 
had been demanded, was nott thought fitt to be inſiſted upon, and they were 
too wiſe to diſcover their weakneſs by a diviſion upon the main queſtion. 
How far wayes and means will goe towards warding the blow, I know nott; 
that they will be uſed, I am ſatisfy'd, butt I thinke there is a poſſibility of a 
diſappointment. - | | 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 
Walpole propoſes his ſcheme in the houſe of commons. 
| (December 22, 1720.) OUR ſcheme was yeſterday opened by Mr. Wal. 
pole, whoe with the greateſt {kill imaginable intrencht himſelfe, by telling us, 


that hee tooke for graunted things were, as they are lay'd before us: Cujus 
contrarium; and in ſpeaking his thoughts, as he termed itt, att Teaſt ſix times 


deſired it might be remembered, that he argued uppon this ſuppoſition. 


The ſubſtance in ſhort was this: that of the 38 millions now veſted in the 
South Sea company, nine ſhould by way of ingraftment, be veſted in the banke, 
as many in the Eaft India company, and the remaining 20 millions remaine 
to the South Sea. The mony account, he fayd, he did not care to meddle 
with; and he was in the right, for when that ſhall be diſcuſfed (if ever itt be) 
*twill not bear an examination. After many long ſpeeches, to very little pur- 
poſe, twas underſtood that the houſe would bee ready to receive propofalts 
from theſe g great bodyes, which we ſhall, I think, agree to, bee they what 
they will, for the ſame reaſons (for they will be plentifully made ufe of) which in- 
duced us to paſſe the bill laſt ſeſſion; I then told you, what I thought would bee 
the iſſue, which to my great griefe proves too rightly judged; I will now tell 
you my fears of this matter. That Mr. Walpote made the moſt of every 
thing, is very certaine; and ſuppoſing his poſtulata (to uſe his owne words) 
well grounded, his concluſions were right. Butt my opinion is, that ſkinning 
over the ſoare, without probing the wound to the bottom, will end in its 


breaking out againe, when poſſibly the malignity may bee too great to bee over- 


come: butt we are for putting off the evil day, and hee is a fool or knave whoe 
Joins not therein. I am told (I believe by a very good hand) Gibraltar is 
: after 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


after all to be given up to the Spaniard, a ſuppoſition which laſt year argued South Sea. 


the utmoſt diſaffection. When or where our misfortunes ſhall end, time alone 
can determine, though I am very inclinable to hope the beſt: that ſtrong in- 
clination cannott ſo far prevail as to leave me without fears. 


pr oamormemunnunn—e tt} 
1721. 
— — 
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THOMAS BROD RICK TO LORD MIDDLE TON. 


Bill againſt the directors reported. — Fuſtifies the reſolution of not allowing 
them to be heard by counſel. 
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1721. 


(Jan. 19, 1720-1.) YOU ſee by the votes the bill againſt the directors Middleton 


reported and ordered to bee engroſed, I believe *twas this day read a third time, 
and carryed to the lords. Itt prohibits their going out of the kingdom for a 


year, and to the end of the next ſeſſion of parliament, requiring their entring 


into recognizance of a hundred thouſand pounds, with two ſuretyes in twenty- 
five thoufand pounds each, for performance of the above condition; itt re- 
quires the delivery of an inventory of their eſtates reall and perſonall uppon 
oath; and enaQts, that if they ſhall falfifie therein (being convict) ſhall ſuffer 
as fellons, without benefitt of clergy; there is a clauſe for encouragement of 
diſcoverers, and others, ſuch as may make the bill more effectuall. They had 
the aſſurance to petition to bee heard by councill againſt the bill, which was 
rejected with the utmoſt indignation, although ſupported by ſome of our great 
men (which by the way was very ill relifht) not only in favour of the di- 
reftors, butt on account of juſtice, for that noe criminal (how great ſoever) 
ought to be condemned, unheard. To which *twas anfwered, that this bill 
did nott condemne, the chiefe end being onely to ſecure their ſtanding a tryall, 
and preventing alienation of their eſtates till ſuch times as their tryall was 
over. *Twas then ſayd, even thus much would bee inflicting a great puniſh- 
ment, unheard; to which *twas reply'd, that ſurely gentlemen had nott read 
over the papers and accounts delivered at the bar by themſelves, for that by 


theſe the moſt nottorious breach of truſt (againft the tennor and purport of 


the South Sea act, as well as againſt their owne by lawes) were confeſſed, 
that therefore the caſe was no more or other then committing or requiring 
bail from a criminal uppon confeſſion, according to the nature of the offence 


that 


Papers. 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


ell, that from the notoriety of the thing, as well as from the national prejudice 
V7 ſuſtained thereby, the legiſlature were now doing what in ordinary caſes the 
1721, magiſtrate might and ought to doe. The houſe were, from a cooleneſſe of 


temper, wrought up to a great heighth, and that (in my opinion) by the earneſt. 
neſs of ſome gentlemen, whoe att laſt were forct quietly to give up the point. 
I have ſeen ſtrange turnes, but I thinke this matter incapable of one: what 
a conſiderable man began his firſt ſpeech with (for hee ſpoake with great ve. 
hemence a ſecond time) is certainly true, that ſaying any thing which might 
bee interpreted as favouring a South Sea direQor, would be very ill heard, 
and putt the ſpeaker under great diſadvantage. I will nott goe abroad (being 
a good deal feavouriſh) till I thinke I can doe itt without great hazard, 
though I own I ſhall bee very uneaſy till I can attend my duty. 

The bill is ordered to the lords. That houſe have had ſeveral brokers 
before them this day; a gentleman is juſt gone from mee (the lords being ſit- 
ting late as it is) to lett me know that thoſe ſparkes have confeſſed ſo much, 
that their lordſhips thinke they will ſcamper, unleſs taken into cuſtody, with 
a declaration and meſſage ſent to the houſe of commons, acquainting them 
herewith; and that when and as often as the committee ſhall ſend for them, 
their officer ſhall attend with them; deſiring to know my opinion, whither the 
houſe (whom they would avoyd in any wiſe diſoblidging) may looke uppon 
this as the leaſt obiruQtion to the enquiry. My anſwer was, that I could 
onely ſpeake as a private man, and as ſuch, did freely own my thoughts, that 
this proceeding, thus circumſtantiated, could nott bee thought in any ſort an 
obſtruttion to our enquiry. That I knew the committee had, in ſeveral in- 
ſtances, avoided doing things which poſſibly might adminiſter cauſe to people 
without doors to hope for diſputes between the houſes, nothing being more in 
their deſire then avoiding ſuch. That I verily believed, the houſe were of the 
ſame mind. For which reaſons (though I deſired itt might bee remembered, 
I tooke uppon mee to ſpeake onely as a private man) I was of opinion, noe 
exception would bee taken to this proceeding. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 


Proceedings of the houſe of commons on the expected report of the ſecret com- 
mittee, —Subſtance of part of that report. 


Middleton (February 4, 1720-1.) LAST Tueſday (when by order the mutiny bill 


Papers. was to be reported) four of us were ſent from the South Sea houſe, to putt itt 


of 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


was adjourned till Thurſday next, by common conſent. The day mov'd for 


the mutiny bill, was next Tueſday ſennight. Mr. Secretary, uppon that occaſion, ' 


movꝰ'd for this day ſennight, to which wee readily agreed, in ſpeaking to which, 
hee was pleas'd to fay, that by the day fixt for the call in the ſolemn manner itt 
was (meaning the revoking all leaves of abſence, and ordering circular letters) 
hee ſuppos'd that about that time the houſe might expe that important report, 
ſo much expected. I ſpoake after him, taking notice of the Intricacy of ac- 
counts (affectedly made ſoe) and the length of time in examining witneſſes, 
whom att preſent I would call by noe harder name then that of being very un- 
willing ones, and that when I was oblidged to acquaint the houſe, that without 
intermiſſion of a day (Sundays and the goth of January excepted) the com- 
mittee had ſatt from nine in the morning til] eleven att night, I could nott 
butt hope the report /o much expected, had been putt in the beſt forward- 
neſſe the nature of the thing admitted; that as to the importance, itt muſt 
bee refer'd to the judgment of the houſe, when itt ſhould come before them. 
But that thus much I would take uppon mee to aſſure the houſe, and the gent. in 
particular, that it would bee a fair and honeſt one, nott reporting any 
one fact which was not well ſupported, or omitting a tittle that was oe. 
I was well heard, without a word of reply made. 

We are in ſuch forwardneſſe as leaves little roome to doubt my having di- 


rections (before the houſe begins to be call'd) that the committee are ready to 


lay before the houſe an account of the progreſſe they have made in the 
matters refer'd to them, being by order to report from time to time, att 
ſuch time as the houſe ſhould pleaſe to receive the ſame, which I be- 
lieve may bee the next day, or the Monday following att fartheſt, Satur- 
day being appointed for taking the report of the mutiny bill. Bee it 
when it will, perhaps it may appear of more importance then Mr. ſecretary 
imagined att the time hee ſpoake, for though generally ſpeaking, they have 
been pretty well appriſed of what paſſes among us, from the information of 
the very perſons examined, this inſulting ſpeech convinces mee, they doe 
not receive accounts from any of our number: for wee had the day or 
two before made ſome diſcoverys, which I am ſure by the way of ſpeak- 
ing, hee was a ſtranger to, and theſe naturally lead us fince that time in- 
to a more perfect and ftrict enquiry into ſome things then hee thought of, 
and which I muſt believe hee thought us ſtrangers t to. Tour curioſity will in a 


207 


of for ſome time; the firſt order of the day was the call of the houſe, which South Sea. 
— 


1721. 
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Period III. ſhort time bee ſatisfyed, and the nation convinc't that our enquiry has not 
3 been in vaine. 


1721. 


Middleton 


Papers. 


Five hundred and ſeventy thouſand pound ſtock was ſold by the company 
att under rates, whilſt the bill was depending, att which time the company 
had noe more then twenty-five thouſand reſerved for taking in the annuityes 
of 1710. Butt this ſtock was to bee created afterwards, and in fact was ſoe, 
and ſtands in the company's books as ſold to or fictitious names. Of 
this great ſumme, wee have hitherto been able to trace onely about two hun- 
dred thouſand pounds, Mr. Knight having either deſtroy'd or ſecured from 


us all the ſecret bookes by which the whole ſcene of iniquity might have been 


diſcovered. I doe nott thinke itt impoſſible, butt wee may come att a good 
deal more, by croſſe examining and putting things togather, butt if wee ſhould 
faile therein, enough God knows is come to light, to ſhew how the horſe was 


curryed, and by what methods that curſed ſcheme was carry*d through to the 


deſtruction of the nation. The ſtock was ſold att different prices to different 
perſons as they were favourites, and more or leſſe uſefull, butt to all att ſoe 
low rates, as that the difference between the prices delivered to them att, by 
the company, and the prices they-ſold out att exceeds a million; butt the truth- 


is, noe ſtock was ever transfer'd to them, and conſequently they ſold none, 


for both the one and the other was fiftitious. The method being to pay theſe 


good people the difference between the price when ſayd to bee fold to them, 


and the time when they are to bee ſuppoſed to have ſold out, which being, 
after paſſing the bill amounts (as I ſaid before) to above a million. 
I know nott whither our cant words and wicked actions will bee readily un- 


derſtood by you, butt I fancy I have made myſelfe intelligible, if you revolve 


the thing in your mind. By theſe vile means was the bill carry'd, and the exe- 
cution was of a peice with its formation; ſix months would nott ſuffice to de- 
ſcend into the particulars, butt probably a ſecond report may point out ſome 


things that are moſt nottorious and obvious. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 
[Endorſed in the hand-writing of lord Middleton.] 


That the town is diſſatisfied at Mr. Stanhope's acguittal.— Proceedings in the 
houſe of commons on the accuſation of Charles Stanhope, who is acquitted. 


(March 7, 1720-1.) THE paper (which came laſt night) was coppyed by 
Charles, and your directions obſerved; you will in a little time hear from 


the 
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the perſon to whom itt was delivered, whoe ſays hee thought you would eafily South Sea. 
diftinguiſh a letter of compliment (and intended for noe more) from a deſigne 
of complying with an unreaſonable requeſt. You have heard of Mr. Stan- 
hope's acquittall by a majority of three, which has putt the towne in a flame, 
to ſuch a degree as you cannott eaſily imagine: what conſequences itt may 
have I cannott-imagine; theſe I thinke will bee more or leſſe by what ſhall 
bee done to-morrow, when Mr. Aiſlebye's caſe comes on. Lord Stanhope 
(fonne to lord Cheſterfield) carryed of a pretty many, by mentioning in the 
ſtrongeſt termes the memory of the late lord of that name: between forty and 
fifty who could nott bring themſelves to give negatives, were however per- 
ſuaded to withdraw before the queſtion. On the other hand, a great many of the 
affirmatives are gone out of towne in the utmoſt rage, many of them nott really 
diſpleaſed att what happened, ſince itt affords butt too good a handle for fo. 
menting greater diſcontent in the country. I owne, I thinke it a very bad 
piece of pollicy, for the whole kingdom are enraged againſt the South Sea 
ſcheme, and not leſſe ſoe, againſt thoſe whoe ſupport their abettors. You'l 
ſoone ſee, by reading the advertiſements, the reaſon of ſending the incloſed pa- 
per; Mr. W.“ lives oppoſite to B. Spars. 1 The two brothers were remarkably * Walpole. 


the moſt zealous adyocates, and perhaps may prove ſoe to-morrow, ** 3 


Quos Jupiter vult perdere dementat prius. 


This behaviour (whatever may bee thought) will nott bee forgott, things 
may for a time be carryed with a high hand, but ſuch violences can- 
nott bee long ſupported; a ſcall'd head is ſoon broken. You'l ſee by your 
abſtract of the report, that the proofe was full as ſtrong as the nature of the 
thing (Knight being gone) would admitt of, and ſupported by many concur- 
rent circumſtances. Sir J. Blunt's evidence was to be villifyed, for further 
reaſons, which you'l eaſily gueſſe att; every body ſees through that. The 
hope of my ſiſter's recovery is moſt wellcome. 


1721. 
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THOMAS BROD RICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 
Aiſlabie expelled, and committed to the Tower. 


(March 9, 1720-21.) YESTERDAY night paſſt twelve, Mr. Aiſlibye's Middleton 
fate was determined, as you will ſee by the votes, almoſt the whole **P** 
time being taken up in examining numbers of witneſſes (late directors) 
call'd by him. The queſtions propoſed was the ſame to them all, viz. 
Whither they knew or had heard of any fiflitious ſtock taken in, or 
held for him, or of any ſtock bought for his uſe with the company's money, 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period III. to every of which they all anſwered roundly in the negative, from whence 


argued the certainty, and as he expreſſed himſelf even to a demon- 
ſtration of his innocence, for that *twas not to be conceived, but they 
muſt have known the thing. As to the proceedings of the directors (to whom 
he gave all the hard names he could think of) his plea was ignorance. To the 
charge of having great dealings in ſtock (pending the bill) he fayd nothing, 
otherwiſe then by inſinuation, that doing ſoe with his own money, he hop'd 
would nott bee criminall. His concerting with the directors taking in the 
1ſt ſubſcription at goo per cent. hee dropt, nott laying one word to the 
charge; but an incident happened which gave great diſguſt to the houſe. 
The ſecond report takes notice of great dealings in ſtock between him and 


Mr. Hawes (formerly his clerke as treaſurer of the navy) whoe had informed 


the committee, that thoſe accounts were finally adjuſted in November laſt, 
when Mr. Aiſleby inſiſted upon having Mr. Hawes's booke (of which he had 


a duplicate) delivered him, that noe one might ſee itt, which was done accord- 


ingly uppon his giving Hawes a general releaſe. On Tueſday, a motion was 
made for his laying that book before the houſe as yeſterday, which he oppoſed, 
as what the houſe could not demand, for that it related only to his own pri- 
vate account with Hawes, butt was over ruled by the houſe, and ordered to 
bring in the booke; wherewith nott complying, notice was taken of itt in the 
houſe. He then deſired Mr. Hawes might be examined, whoe ſayd att the 
bar, that when he delivered up the booke, both that and the duplicate (in Mr. 
Aiſlebye's hand) were burnt, of which Mr. Hawes made no mention when 
examined by the committee, nor did Mr. Aiſleby on Tueſday ; from whence 
*twas concluded that this was an after thought, and the books burnt (if att all) ex 
poſt facto. Hee had on Tueſday imprudently enough ſaid, that if the com- 
mittee ſhould have demanded thoſe books, he would have burnt them before 
their faces. | 

After his defence, the queſtions went without other oppoſition, than what 
was very ſlender, by Mr. Minſhall and Mr. Fuller; fir Richard Steele ſayd 
a little, nott very plaine in effect (as I underſtood him) that the examinations 
did nott ſufficiently ſupport the queſtion propoſed, butt itt did nott obtaine. 
Mr. Walpole's corner ſatt mute as fiſhes. Mr. Fuller, upon one queſtion de- 
manded a diviſion, which was very artfully turn'd of by the ſpeaker, and ge- 
nerally underſtood with deſign to obviate the difficulty thoſe in employment 
might lye under, on whatever fide they ſhould divide. Thus the matter ended, 
and in return for the fatigue the houſe underwent, we gott a play day, adjourn- 


ing 
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ing till to-morrow, when I thinke fir George Caſwell will have the ſame South Sea. 


fate. — 
I am told his grace“ told a gentleman, that he had very earneſtly preſst your , 8 4 


continuance; I am pretty ſure (if ſoe) he might have ſav'd that pains on your Grafton. 
account, which I have very often broadly hinted, and indeed ſpoak itt in plaine 

terms. I thinke your writing to deſire to be diſcharged very well de- 

ſerves conſideration, and I thinke ſhould nott be long delay'd. I hear (and 
believe) Horace Walpole is to ſucceed Mr. Stanhope as one of the ſecre- 

taryes of the treaſury; you may bee ſure twill ſuit his brother's inclination, 

in caſe (which is nott doubted) his brother be chancellor of the exche- 

quer, and that Mr. Hopkins (your commiſſioner) is to be lord lieutenant's 
ſecretary. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 


Parliamentary proceedings in the caſe of fir George Caſwell. —Diſcontents on 
| the acquittal of Stanhope.—Walpole ſpeaks in favour of Aiſlabie. 


(March 11, 1720-1.) YESTERDAY fir George Caſwell had Mr. Aiſlebye's Middleton 
fate, with this further addition, of refunding 250, ooo l. as you'l ſee by the * 
votes. The day was long enough, though nott ſoe bad as the other; for we 
roſe juſt after eight o'clock. Our time was taken up by an inſignificant de- 
fence, endeavouring to prove that company looſers by the South Sea. The 
onely materiall thing inſiſted uppon by him, was a pretence of having given 
ſufficient ſecurity for the go, ooo l. ſtock, taken in by Knight for them, in 
order to gett clean of a former reſolution. 

The caſe (as himſelf opened it, ſtood thus: ) in January or February 1719, 
{for wee can never fix them to certain times in any inſtance) hee and company 
pawned 70,0001. ſtock to the South Sea company, borrowing 103, ooo l. up- 
pon itt. The firſt of March following, Knight takes in the 50, ooo. fictitious 
ſtock for them; uppon which, two queſtions aroſe. Firſt, whether the pawned 
ſtock could (without agreement of partyes) remaine a farther ſecurity for the 
50,0001. ſtock taken in by Knight, even ſuppoſe itt would in vallue have 
anſwered both; ſecondly, whether itt would have been ſufficient ſecurity, 
The maſter of the rolls differ'd from his brethren uppon the firſt; inſiſting 
that before they ſhould have been lett into the redemption uppon payment of 
the 105,000. they would have been oblidged in equity to have payd for the 
50,0001, ſtock taken in by Knight. I muſt here obſerve, that long after, 

| Ex e 2 and 


212 


Period III. and att the bar ſayd to bee the 13th of May, (though noe witnefſe uppon oath 
1720101727. before the committee would fix the time) a note under Caſwell's hand was 


1721, 


have been near a ſufficient ſecurity for the 103, ooo l. lent thereon. The 


that noe man can tell when *twould have ended. Bonfires were made in the 


| what properly belonged to the commons, in order to come to a reſolution of 


| judges, where they were beyond poſſibility of denyall, partyes; by which means 
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ſent to Mr. Knight for 125,000/. the price of the 50,0007. ftock at 250 l. per 
cent. As to the ſecond point, twas urged (and generally agreed to) that if 
the South Sea ſcheme had failed in our houſe, the 70,0001. ſtock would nott 


maſter's differing from us, was in my opinion, what lead the managers into 
the demand of a diviſion uppon the firſt queſtion; butt they ſoon ſaw their 
error, the yeas being 228, the noes but 92. You'l eaſily believe the ſubſequent 
queſtions were given up uppon ſeconding; if I miſtake nott, the firſt queſtion 
was battail'd to avoid the conſequence of our laſt queſtion, that of refunding. 
For *tis generally thought, this ſtock was in truſt for others, and this was in 
plaine termes ſpoake ſtrongly to in the debate. Even the maſter of the rolls 
declared freely his being of that opinion; going yett farther, that he did nott - 
ſee how any member could juſtify buying ſtock (pending the bill) although he 
ſhould even have payd ready money for itt. *Tis nott to bee conceived what 
ſatisfaction theſe two dayes work have given, and indeed 'tis well itt foe hap- 
pens, for the rage was grown to ſuch highth uppon the acquittal of Stanhope, 


citty the day Mr. Aiſleby went to the tower. 

'Tis ſayd, an attack uppon the committee was talkt of in private, and in- 
tended, butt we have acted with ſuch caution and candour as to bid defiance. 
Should any thing of that kind bee attempted, they muſt have a better poſſe 
than appears att preſent. Our creditt throughout the kingdom will ſuffi- 
ciently ſupport us. Lett them looke, to themſelves, they ſtand on a ſandy 
foundation. In debating the motion for a bill againſt Mr. Aiſleby, Mr. Wal- 
pole ſaid, impeaching (nott billing miniſters) was the way of parliamentary 
proceeding in time of our anceſtors; which was very ſmartly animadverted 
uppon, particularly by the maſter. He obſerved (ſaying that gentleman 
very well knew) that the courſe of parliamentary proceedings was alter'd, 
quite inverted, by rendring all proſecutions by way of impeachments ineffec- 
tual; that noe greater inſtance need bee given then in the preſent caſe, 
wherein the lords had by way of anticipation entered into the examination of 


the legality of that conſtitution, made by the treaſury, appointing the directors 


all the public creditors were impoled uppon and defrauded, and which in 
truth 
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truth, was the firſt and cheife ſource of the misfortunes, which have hap- South Sea. 1 
pened. 9 9 
Whether our ſeſſion be drawing towards an end, or will protract into a i} 
very long one, is nott in my opinion certaine, though I rather incline to fl | 
thinke the former, being thoroughly perſuaded wee are nott to expect Knight's 1 þ 
being brought over. I looke uppon this as a two edged ſword, which will «0 
give a gaſh either way, thoſe in whoſe power itt is, will doubtleſsly determine a ö 
uppon what they thinke leaſt dangerous, in which there can bee noe doubt iy 
as to the preſent; lett to morrow looke to itlelfe, | 
THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. wil 

Proceedings in the houſe of commons in the caſe of the earl of Sunderland. bl 
(March 16, 1720-1.) THAT part of the report of the committee of ſe- Middleton | | g 
crecy, which related to lord Sunderland, and ſhould have been taken into 2 88888 * ; 
conſideration on Tueſday, was att the preſſing inſtances of Mr. Walpole, ad- H | 
journ'd to yeſterday, uppon ſuggeſtion that itt would bee neceſſary, for the 1 
further information of the houſe, that the ſeverall wittneſſes whoe had been bu 
examined by the committee, might bee examined att the bar, ſince poſſibly 1 4 
they might nott come up, in every particular whereof they had informed the 9 
committee, or might ſo far explaine their meaning, as to give a very different 9 
turne from what the words of their examination might poſſibly import. Wee of 
very well foreſaw gaining a night was chiefly in viewe, and itt had (in my opi- | i 
nion, its effect) for when they came to be examined, uppon croſſe queſtions, q 
every one of them ſtrenghtned the report; among the reſt ordered to attend, l | 
fir John Blunt was one, but his lordſhip's advocates did nott thinke fit to call | 1 
him in. The abſtratt of the report which you have, will evince the ſtrenghth | | i 
of the caſe, which I own I thinke fuller proved (and ſoe I ſayd) then any of | | | 
the three caſes which had been under conſideration. bu 
The defence made, was entirely different from what I 4 there being bt 
(as I apprehended) noe room left for denying the fact, wherefore I concluded q jj 
the ſufficiency of the ſecurity (his lordſhip's note, ſworne to have been ſhew'd 9 | 
fir J. Blunt by Knight) would have been inſiſted uppon, but that point was 1 
given up, and his lordſhip's denyall of any ſtock taken, or note given, was 1 
the ſubject of three hours debate, after all the papers read, and wittneſſes ex- 1 
amined; by way of negative proofe, Mr. Pelham, brother to the duke of 9 
Newcaſtle, and Mr. Walpole, inform'd the houſe, that his lordſhip had em- | "off 
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Fn powered them to declare, that noe ſtock had ever been taken in for him by 
5 Knight, or note given, ſoe that the queſtion in truth was neither more or leſſe 


1721, 


Middleton - 
Papers, 


then whither wee ſhould give creditt to that aſſertion, or fir John Blunt's oath. 
A good deal of paines was taken to falfifie the oath, by aſking the witneſſes att 
the bar, whither Knight had told them of this ſtock being taken in preſence 
and hearing of fir John Blunt (as he had ſworne) they own'd Knight's telling 
them of the ſtock ſoe taken in for lord Sunderland. One of them ſayd he was 


alone with Knight when hee told him of itt; two others own'd fir John's being 


in the roome when hee told itt them, butt did nott believe him within hearing 
of what Knight ſayd. Such trifling ſtuff never ſurely was inſiſted uppon in 
any other cafe, and would in any other have been the ſtrongeſt proofe of the 
fact. Twas foreſeen too well that ſuch a defence was nott to be relyed uppon, 


and therefore the ſheet anchor was lord Oxford's play. If you come into 


this vote againſt lord Sunderland, the miniſtry are blowne up, and muſt, and 
neceſſarily will bee ſucceeded by a tory one. I really thinke I never heard 
any thing better debated on the one part, or more weakly on the other; but 
fir J. Walter's argument of monoſillable, was the beſt refuge. Yeas 172. 
Noes 233. I have ſunke nothing, but tell truly and in ſhort the whole caſe. 
I take itt for graunted wee are over the materiall parts of both reports, if what 
I heard this day in the houſe prove true. One whoe came out of the citty, told 
mee, hee believ'd Mr. Craggs dying, if nott actually dead, and gave ſome 
circumſtances in confirmation of a whiſper of his having taken a doſe, if ſoe, 


itt reſembles in great meaſure lord Eſſex's caſe, 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 


Walpole ſpeaks againſt a bill for ſubjecting Aiſlabie's eſtates in like manner as 
| the directors'. 


(April 22, 1721.) WEE were told of a very great ſtruggle and long de- 
bate which was to bee yeſterday, uppon the motion for conſolidating Mr. 
Aiſlebye's bill with that of the directors, butt it prov'd far otherwiſe, That 
motion was lett goe eaſily, if I miſtake nott uppon a ſurmiſe, that thereby 
the lords would have a better handle for arguing itt to bee a trick, ſince that 
of the directors is for veſting and ſelling their eſtates, the other onely for ren- 
dring an account of vallue, for which a former bill has paſt in relation to the 


directors; butt in this they were well jockyed by the next (unexpected) mo- 


tion for providing by a clauſe, that his eſtate bee ſubjected in like manner as 
the 
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the directors are. I ſay unexpected, becauſe Mr. Walpole could nott forbear South Sea. 
Ko an 


owning it ſuch; hee had nott ſpoake before, butt now did with great earneſt= 
neſſe, calling itt a bill of attainder, or equivalent to ſuch, butt the maine bent 
of his ſpeech was to move the paſſions, by mentioning over and over againe 
wife, children, family, &c. You would have been ſurprized to have ſeen how 
little place this tooke, gentlemen ſatt like foe many ſtatues, without being mov'd 
by all this oratory, I dare confidently affirme there were nott thirty noes, from 
whence you will eaſily conclude them diſcreet enough nott to divide. The 
onely perſons beſide, who ſpoake againſt the queſtion, were fir Richard Steele, 
fir James Campbell, viſcount Nevill, Mr. Vernon, brother-in-law to Mr. 
Ailleby, and Arthur Moore: I am ſatisfyed 'twill goe downe like chopt hay 
in the other houſe; they may perhaps ſend itt back with an amendment, by 
leaving out Mr. Aiſlebly, to which I thinke the commons will nott agree, 
even though ways and means ſhould bee found to take ſome of, for the waters 
run low in the uſuall place for effecting ſuch deſignes. I conclude the bill will 
paſſe, from believing the lords will nott take the load of looſing itt uppon their 
ſhoulders, or rather the miniſtry, whole influence is allwayes thoroughly un- 
derſtood, and att whoſe doore (principally) *twill be layd by the whole 
nation. 1285 


SAINT JOHN BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 


Laments that ſufficient puniſhment will not be inflifled on the directors. 
Accuſes Walpole of being their ſkreen, and of acting in concert with Sun- 
derland. ä 


(London, May 24, 1721.) I Have been fo ſhort a time in town, that your 
lordſhip will not expett much news from me, and what little I have-heard, is 
far from being agreeable or indeed proper to be communicated by letter. A 
great man is determined to ſpend the ſummer at a country feat, he has at a 


very great diſtance from this place, notwithſtanding the orders that were given 


to fit up a very fine houſe he has two miles below Kingſton, and the de- 
clarations that were made of his reſolutions to live there this ſummer, 
They ſay, when this matter was open'd to ſome of his friends, who were call'd 
together to adviſe with upon this occaſion; there were very warm debates 
about it, and by much the greater part gave their opinions very freely againſt 
the journey, and the adviſers of it; which however was reſolv'd upon by the 
opinion of two or three, who ſeem to have a great influence over the gentle- 

man. 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period III. man. This reſolution is kept as a very great ſecret, for fear of applications 


1720 to 1727. 


1721. 


againſt it from people, who fancy they have a right to intermeddle in the moſt 
ſecret tranſaQtions of the family, and vill in all probability, take upon them 
to do ſo in this. You may depend upon the truth of what I tell you, and I 
am ſure would do fo, if *twere proper for me to name the perſon from whom 
I received the account of it. After all the pains that have been taken to de- 
tect the villanys of the directors and their friends, I am afraid they will at laſt 
ſlip thro? their fingers, and that nothing further will be done as to confiſcation, 
hanging, &c. There certainly is a majority in the houſe of commons, that are 
willing to do themſelves and the kingdom juſtice; but they a& ſo little in con- 
cert together, that they are conſtantly baffled by a ſet of men whom guilt, 
money, &c. have link't in the cloſeſt bond. Tis impoſſible to tell you of 
what infinite conſequence the abſence of a friend“ of your's is at this time, 
and how uneaſy the generality of mankind is at it. He is, without compli- 
ment, the ſpring that gives motion to the whole body; and the only man that 
either can or will ſet matters in a true light, and expoſe and baffle the 
ſchemes of the ſkreen, &c. Wits | TREES 
The houſe were five hours in a committee laſt Friday upon the Direc- 
tor's bill, and were amus'd and banter'd the whole time by queſtions and 
amendments propos'd by the ſkreen, &c. ſo that they roſe at laſt without 
coming to any reſolution. They were to be upon the ſame buſineſs again 
this day, but as ſoon as the houſe ſat, Mr. Lechmere brought in Miſt's pa- 
per of this day (which is indeed a moſt infamous treaſonable libel) deſcanted 
upon it for half an hour, and at laſt mov'd to cenſure it, &c. which was ac- 
cordingly order'd. The maſter of the rolls, Pengelly, Roſs, and five or fix 
others ſpeecht for the motion, ſo that the time was ſo ſpun out by this means, 
tho' no body ventur'd to oppoſe the queſtion, that when the order of the day 
was called for, people ſeem'd to be tir'd, and readily went into the adjourning 
it till Wedneſday. In ſhort, unleſs this affair takes ſome new turn, and freſh 
life by that time, you are to expett very little ſucceſs from the late enquiry, 
for the ſeſſion is ſpun out to that vaſt length, that nothing can keep the coun- 
trey members in town; and you may be aſſur'd, all proper arguments have 
been made uſe of by the directors to keep their friends together. I doubt 
the ſecret committee are not now ſo unanimous as they have been, and 
that there have been at leaſt two falſe brethren always among them. His 


* Thomas Brodrick, who was abſent on account of indiſpoſition, 
| grace 
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grace of Lancaſter, is promiſed, and expects mighty things; and you may South Sea. 
eaſily imagine the world is come to a fine paſs, and that the kingdom is like to 


be very happy, when the ſkreen, and the gentleman * with the bloody noſe, act, 1 
in perfect concert together. derland. 


SAINT JOHN BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 


Parliament will ſoon riſe —Uncertain rumours concerning its ſuppoſed prolon- 
gation beyond the term of ſeven years, —Sunderland ſaid to be againſt it. 
— Walpole for it.— Gains his election at Beralſton by the aſſiſtance of Mal- 
pole, againſt lord Carteret.— Motion to remit two millions to the South Sea 
company loſt. 
MY LORD, London, June 10, 1721. 
J Have not had the favour of a line from you fince I left Ireland, but hear Middleton 
from my uncle, that both lady Middleton and your lordſhip are very well, **P** 
I am not out of hopes of being in Ireland, even before the end of this term 
the parliament will hardly fit beyond that time, the miniſtry ſeeming as deſirous 
of their riſing as the country gentlemen. The bill of credit, and that for 
relief of the South Sea ſufferers are both in ſuch a forwardneſs, that I believe 
they will be ſent to the lords by this day ſennight at furtheſt, where they will 
probably meet with a good deal of diſpach, as you may be ſure, that the malt 
bill will, which has been now twice read. If there ever were a deſign to 
attempt continuing the parliament towards the end of the ſeſſion, tis laid aſide, 
at leaſt for the preſent; the great ones being too much divided to enter upon 
an affair, where I believe their united ſtrength will not be ſufficient. Lord 
S.“ is ſaid to be againſt the experiment, W. F and his friends for it, believing 2 —_—_— 5 
he will hardly be able to influence and conduct another as he has this parlia- + Walpole. 
ment. *Tis certain they are at preſent in great ftreights; there 1s hardly a 
probability of getting ſuch another ſet of honeſt men together, as they have at 
preſent, and *tis not certain, but even theſe may ride reſtiff in caſe their 
leaſe be renew'd, tho? this is what is leaſt apprehended, their being a certain 
and tried way of quieting ſuch unruly ſpirits. 
Theſe diviſions in the great ones, made my affair very eaſy. Lord Car—t 
was pleaſed to embark and ſollicite perſonally againſt me, which made Mr. W. 
who at firſt was zealouſly againſt me, quit his countreyman, fir Jobn Hobart, 
and engage all his friends for me, ſo that I really believe, had they been ſo 
hardy as to ſtand a diviſion, their numbers would not have exceeded forty, 
VOL. Il. PART II. rf tho? 
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Period III. tho? both lords S 
— ing before my election came on, that I ſhould looſe it by more than two 


1721. 


| Carleton. 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 
d arid C 


n, * ſaid publickly at their levees, the morn- 


to one. 

There was a pretty extraordinary attempt made yeſterday in the houſe. 
You remember that ſome time ago, there was a very warm debate, and a cloſe 
diviſion in a committee of the whole houſe, about remitting the remaining 
two of ſeven millions to the South Sea company, which was carried in the ne- 
gative, by a ſmall majority. This reſolution, tho* agreed to above a month 
ago, was not reported till yeſterday, and moſt people thought would have 
been unanimouſly agreed to; but as ſoon as the report was made, fir Ch. 
Wager, in a very ſhort unintelligible ſpeech, mov'd to diſagree with the com- 
mittee, and was ſeconded by Hor. Walpole. Mr. Freeman of Hertfordſhire, 
got up and ſpoke to order, ſaid, as this was a moſt unreaſonable, fo *twas a 
very irregular motion, that there could be nothing more ſo, then giving money 
in the chair, which this in effe& was; for if the two millions, which were now 
the money of the publick, were remitted, the houſe muſt think of another 
fund to make them good, or at leaſt continue the dutys on candles, ſoap, &c. 
which this money was to pay off. The queſtion was then put, for agreeing, 
&c. and carried only by a majority of 11, 166 againſt 155; when very few 
thought there were ſo many in the houſe would have appear'd on that ſide of 
the queſtion. This extraordinary attempt was ſo far reſented by the majority, 
that while the houſe was telling, I thought *twas refolv'd to attempt to ftrike 
off two of the five million, in return to their friends favour, but upon re- 
porting the diviſion, the motion was dropt; which in the temper the houſe 


was, I really believe might have been carryed, if attempted. I write this 


before I go to the houſe, if any thing worth your notice happen there to day, 
I will trouble you with it. I beg you will pleaſe to give lady Middleton my 

humble duty, and to believe me, my lord, &c. TO 
8 in the evening. I am this minute come from the houſe, where we had a 
warm debate, about the time to which Aiſlabie's forfeiture ſhould relate. W—e 
K—e and all the court were for carrying it only to December 1719; which 
would have produced little or nothing to the publick; others were for the time 
of his being chancellor of the exchequer, and carryed 113 againſt 93. My 
uncle propoſed this time, and ſpoke for it. Sir Joſeph Jekyll, was for 
going as high as when he was appointed treaſurer of the navy, but this was 
generally diſlik't. The torys were againſt him to a man, and there was, 
as indeed there generally is, a pretty motley diviſion; the torys, and what 
; they 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


they call the old whigs againſt the court. Theſe have generally gone together, South Sea. 


ſince I came into the houſe, and are at preſent, indiſputably the majority. So 
that I think, there will hardly be an attempt this ſeſſion to continue the parlia- 
ment; that great work muſt be reſerv'd to another, by which time, gentle. 
men vill have leiſure to reflect, and conſider the arguments that will certainly 


be applyed to them. Be it when it will, I think *twill hardly meet with 
ſucceſs. | 


——— 


1722. 


MR. AISLABIE TO ROBERT WALPOLE, 
Thanks him for his kindneſs, and acknowledges his own miſtakes. 


SIR, Feb. 2, 1722. 

Am extremely ſenſible of your generoſity, and am more aſham'd of my owne 

follies and miſtakes, than any ſevere treatment I might deſerve at your 
hands cou'd make me. Since you have been ſo good to promiſe to forget 
what is paſs't, I ſhall not put you in mind of it any further, than to return 
you my moſt hearty thanks. I have ſent you an account of the king's ſtock, 
with all the dividends as they were received by fir Charles Vernon, to whome 
the ſtock was transferred; I have accounted with him this morning, and he 
has bought the ſtock that was pawned to him, and paid me the ballance; ſo that 
at laſt, I have rais'd as much as will pay the king, and ſhall have it ready 
againſt Monday night, if you pleaſe to let me know to whome I muſt 
pay it. 

I have likewiſe ſent you a ſtate of my owne account before the judges, by 
which you will ſee my eſtate is not ſo great as is repreſented, ſince I muſt take 
all the bad debts to myſelf. The truſtees are both very civill to me, and I 
am very ſenſibly to whome I owe it. The judges meet on Wedneſday next, 
to proceed on my account; when the chief jultice Prat will be there; if he 
and judge Forteſcue be well inclined, I hope to make an end of it. The doubt 
they make at preſent is, whether 29,0007. publick money, which was in Mr. 
Hawes's hands Ottober 1718, be part of the effetts I had in other people's 
Hands at that time, and which I had inveſted in ſtocks ſome time after all the 
publick money was paid away. As this can ſcarce be a point, yet being 
matter of account, they do not take it readily, I beg that you will aſſiſt me 
ri.2 


to 
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Period III. to make an end of this affair, in ſuch manner as you think proper, that you 
. may ſee, that by making me free, you have made me your creature, and moſt 


1722. 


Walpole 
Papers. 
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obliged faithfull ſervant. 


— ——_—_z 


Hitherto the correſpondence, with a few exceptions, has been pubhſhed ac- 
cording to chronological order, but from this period, I am under the 
neceſſity of occaſionally interrupting it, for the purpoſe of placing together 
ſuch letters and papers as relate to one perſon, or to a particular event, as. 
biſhop Atterbury, Bolingbroke, Wood's patent, and other articles. 


LETTERS AND PAPERS RELATING TO ATTERBURY. 
THIS ARTICLE COMPRISES, 
1. Letters to and from biſhop Atterbury and Robert Walpole; and papers in 
the hand-writing of Atterbury, found in Morice's poſſeſſion. 
2. Depoſition, and letters of Morice to his father-in-law. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


Various intelligences concerning the ſchemes of the pretender and jacobites in 
Italy and Spain. — Kelly arreſted. — Proofs of biſhop 11 s treaſonable 
correſpondencies. Incident of the dog Harlequin, 

DEAR HORACE, May 29, 1722. o. 8. 
Have ſeverall times been prevented from writing to you to give you an 
account how affairs ſtood here, and in particular in regard to the plott, 


which has been hitherto carried on in the ſame manner, and vith a reſolution 


to be executed in caſe the king goes abroad; but as his majeſty is now come to 
a declaration, that he will not go this ſummer, I am of opinion, that this will 
putt an end to the whole enterpriſe. The ſtate of our intelligence, as it ſtands. 
now, is in the ſeverall intercepted letters going and coming, the repeated ad- 


The regent. Vices from France from the ſame great canal,“ confirmed by ſeverall par- 


ticulars and advices directly from Rome: theſe laſt have come to us by two 


+ Britiſh en- different ways from Davenant, who is now at Rome, with ſeverall circum- 


voy. 


ſtances, and the emperour's miniſter reſiding there, communicated by way of 
France from Penterrider. There are allowances to be made in the accounts. 
that 
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that come from Penterrider, who, I think, aggravates things to his own in- Atterbury. 


intereſt and purpoſe, to ſhew that the courts of France and Spain are con- 
cerned in this matter. The ſubſtance of thefe advices, as far as I think 
they really are to be credited is, that the pretender has of late been frequently 
abſent from Rome at a country houſe taken for him, where he is gone now to 
reſide altogether, the better to cover his abſence, if his departure ſhould be 
determin'd upon, He is to embark at Port Longone, where three Spaniſh 
men of war attend bim, that came thither with ſtores and ammunition; but 
*tis my opinion, they came thither on purpoſe. He is to go incognito to 
Spain, and be there in a readineſſe to imbark upon notice that the king is gone. 
The duke of Ormond has likewiſe left Madrid, and is at a country houſe, *tis 
ſuppoſed with the ſame view. But it is very plain that the whole ſcheme is 
_ concerted for the king's going abroad, and though I think it moſt probable, 
that we ſhall hear of the pretender's having left Italy; I can't believe but he 
will wait in Spain, *till he hears from hence, what reſolution the king has finally 
taken in regard to his journey; which being now wholly putt off, I think it 
will begett new confiderations, and determine in laying the projett aſide. 
All other of our advices are ſo very agreeable to this from Rome; that 
I think there is no room to doubt but the truth is much as I have ſtated 
and I confeſſe to you, that it appears to me fo very difficult to believe enough 
with regard to Spain, without believing too much, that I am inclin'd to carry 


my apprehenſions from that quarter a great deal further, than I think it proper 
for any of us as yett to own; or that either of the ſecretaries of ſtate will agree 


with me in. All the intercepted letters and correſpondences carried on in 
cant allegories, cyphers, and fictitious names, have hitherto confirm'd our other 
accounts; but of late *tis plain they ſuppoſe wee ſee what they write, that every 
thing now is wrote on purpoſe to be read. Theſe letters were directed 
to ſeverall different addreſſes, and left at ſeveral coffee-houſes; but we 
learnt that one Kelly, alias Johnſon, call'd for them all, and diſtributed them 
properly; and. when we found that we had no further uſe of ſeeing them, it 


was reſolved to take up Kelly, which was done, and all his papers ſeiſs'd, but. 


by a moſt ſcandalous management, he was ſuffer'd to gett his ſword, which had 
been taken from him, to drive the meſſengers out of the room, and burn his 
papers. You may eaſily imagine what a noiſe ſuch a thing makes; and what 
makes it more material in theſe correſpondences, that paſs'd through Kelly's 
hand, it was very plain, that the names of Illington and Jones, were the biſhop 
of Rocheſter, which has now. been proved by an incident of a little dog, that. 


Was 
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Period III. was ſent from France to Mrs. Illington (before his lordſhip's lady died) and 
8 vas mentioned in ſome of the moſt treaſonable letters. Upon the examina. 
1722. tion, it has been confeſſed, that this dog“ was ſent to the biſhop of Rocheſter, 
which 
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The curious incident relating to the dog mentioned in this letter, as one among many 
proofs, that Atterbury had maintained a treaſonable correſpondence with the pretender's agents ; 
is thus related in the report of the committee of ſecrecy, drawn up by Pulteney : © Some let- 
ters having been intercepted, which there is good reaſon to believe were from the biſhop of 
Rocheſter ; and one of theſe letters ſigned T. Jones, and another T. Illington, the committee 
lay before the houſe the evidence they found of the biſhop's being deſigned by theſe two names, 
collected from circumſtances, which being in themſelves ſeemingly minute, and of little con- 
ſequence, were for this reaſon more frankly confeſſed by thoſe, who were obſtinate in concealing 
ſtronger proofs; and yet at the ſame time, lead directly to the diſcovery of the perſon meant 
by thoſe names. Mrs. Barnes, being examined before a committee of the council, obſtinately 
refuſed to make the leaſt diſcovery relating to George Kelly; but when ſhe came to be aſked 
what ſhe knew about a dog, ſent over by Kelly from France; not ſuſpecting this could lead to 
any diſcovery, ſhe readily owned, that a ſpotted little dog, called Harlequin, which was 
brought from France, and had a leg broken, was left with her to be cured : that the ſaid dog 
was not for her, but for the biſhop of Rocheſter; and that Kelly promiſed to get the dog of 
the biſhop of Rocheſter for her, in caſe it did not recover of its lameneſs. This declaration, ſhe 
ſigned in the preſence of the committee of council: and Kelly himſelf made no difficulty to own 
the receiving ſuch a dog from France. But it appears by letters intercepted between Kelly 
and his correſpondents in France, that a dog ſo named and hurt, was ſent over to Kelly from 
France, to be delivered as a preſent to the perſon denoted by the name of Jones or Illington.“ 
This coincidence of circumſtances, proved indiſputably, that biſhop Atterbury was deſigned 
under the names of Jones and Illington: the biſhop himſelf, in his eloquent defence, does not 
condeſcend to take any notice of this circumſtance ; his advocates, aware of the impreſſion which 
it had made againſt their client, endeavoured to refute it, but they could only oppoſe ſuppo- 
fitions to poſitive fact. As ridicule has more weight than ſophiſtry, however, Swift defended his 
friend Atterbury in ſome burleſque verſes, <* upon the horrid plot diſcovered by the biſhop of 
Rocheſter's French dog.” In a dialogue between a whig and a tory ; in which the author 
humourouſly decries the evidence derived from the dog : | 
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No let me tell you plainly, fir, 
Our witneſs is a real curr, 
A dog of ſpirit for his years, 
Has twice two legs, two hanging ears; 
His name is Harlequin I wot, 
And that's a name in ev'ry plot: 


Report of the Secret Committee; ſee alſo Abſtract of the Report in Political State of Great Britain, 
Vo 25, P. 300, 


Reſolv'd 
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which has at leaſt ſery'd to fix the certainty of the names. We are in trace Atterbury. 
of ſeverall things very material, but we fox-hunters know that we do not al. | 
ways find every fox that we croſſe upon; but I doubt not but this matter 
will come out ſo as to ſhame all gainſayers. I know nothing elſe to trouble 
you with, but the proſpe& we have of the two companies agreeing, which I 
perſuade myſelf is now paſt hazard, and ſtocks begin now to riſe ſo faſt, 
that I hope an immediate execution may attend the agreement, which has been 
the only cauſe of the late delay. | 


1722. 


BISHOP ATTERBURY TO ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Deſires to know whether he ſhall audit the accounts of the money expended for 
the repairs of Weſtminſler abbey. 
SIR, | Deanery, Auguſt 4, 1722, 
THE executor of your late receiver of abbey-money, has brought me an 2 _ 
account of the ſaid receipt and diſburſements for ſometime paſt, deſiring — 
me, as a commiſſioner, to peruſe it in order to its being allowed. Upon 
caſting my eye over it, I find it to be already audited, and ſworn to by him, 
according to the courſe of the exchequer. But the ſub-commiſſioners in the 
former commiſſion, either being abſent, or not caring upon ſome ſeruples they 
have entertained in relation to the legality of it, to act; your executor preſſes 
me for his diſcharge; he being bound to paſs the late receiver's account in 
three months after his deceaſe; which time 1s now near elapſed. Till this be 
done, none of the money lately allotted by you, fir, to*the abbey, and now in 
the new receiver's hands, can be regularly paid the workmen, who ſtand in 
great need of it, having large demands on that head. However, fir, I am 
not willing to take any ſtep, or to give myſelf any trouble in this caſe, till 


— — — 
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Reſolv'd to fave the Britiſb nation, 
Though French by birth and education ; 
His correſpondence plainly dated, 

Was all decypher'd and tranſlated: 

His anſwers were exceeding pretty,. 
Before the ſecret wiſe committee : 
Confeſt as plain as he could bark : 
Then with his fore-foot ſet his mark,” ® 


#* Swift's Works, v. 7, p. 526 
I know 
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haps again happen, you think it proper to have this account thus atteſted 
and ſworn, paſſed and figned by the commiſſioners themſelves, as it certainly 
may be, upon the foot of the act. If you think ſo, I ſhall be ready, together 
with the new receiver, to inſpect the vouchers carefully; and having done ſo, 
and found all right, either to ſign the account myſelf, or to lay it before you 
in order to its being fign'd by the commiſſioners. I would have waited on 
you, in relation to this matter; but think this the leſs troubleſome way of 


application. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO BISHOP ATTERBURY. 
Excuſes himſelf for not paſſing the accounts in the manner deſired by the biſhop. 


MY LORD, Chelſea, Auguſt 15, 1722. 
Had the honour of your lordſhip's letter, concerning the accounts of the 


late receiver of the money, given for the repairs of Weſtminſter abbey, 
which I ſhould have immediately conſider'd, with a diſpoſition to concur 


with your lordſhip, with the ſame readineſs, that I have hitherto done in every 


thing that related to the affairs of the abbey, if I had not been informed of the 
great uneaſineſs, that our laſt proceedings had given to the prebendaries of 


the church, which they having now reduced into writing, I ſend your lordſhip 


a copy of their repreſentation, as deliver'd to me; that you may be ſenſible of 
the reaſons that have convinc'd me, not only not to proceed in the manner that 
1 have hitherto done, but to endeavour to give them all the ſatisfaction that is 
in my power, in a caſe, where I think they have ſuch juſt reaſon to complain. 
J think myſelf oblig'd to acquaint your lordfhip, that I have very freely own'd, 
that I was ſurpris'd into the ſteps that I have taken, having never had the leaſt 
intimation of any former conſtitutions appointing ſub-commiſſioners for the 
care and inſpeQtion of theſe works, which being ſo rightly placed in the 
prebendaries of the church, I cannot but be of opinion it ought to be con- 
tinued there, that I hope your lordſhip will excuſe me, if I concur with my 
lord chief juſtice Pratt, in rectifying an error, which I was inadviſedly led 
into. I am, &c. &c, | 


BISHOP 
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5 5 Atterbury. 
BISHOP ATT ER BURY TO ROBERT WALPOLE, — 


Expreſſes his furpriſe at the refolution of Walpole, and the repreſentations 358 


of the prebendaries. — Juſti ſies his own conduct on this occaſion, | 


SIR, Bromley, Auguſt 18, 1722. 
OUR letter of Auguſt 15, has, this afternoon, reach'd me here from the Orford 
deanery ; where, I ſuppoſe, it may have layn for a day or two. The — 
repreſentation of the prebendarys, that you have been pleaſed to tranſmit 
with it, is news to me; not one of them having complained or ſpoken to me, 
on that head: tho' I ſhould have thought that ſort of application to have been 
moſt natural and regular. I lately indeed heard, they had doubts concerning 
their power to act under the former ſub-commiſſion; and I believe I men- 
tioned them in the letter I had ſome time ago the honour of writing to you; 
and deſired only to have the accounts of the late receiver (already audited and 
ſworn) paſſed by the commiſſioners themſelves (as his executor preſs'd they 
might be, and brought me the books for that purpoſe) that the money, which 
had ſo long been order'd, and is now in the preſent receiver's hands, might be 
paid to the poor workmen without farther delay. But I had no view towards 
making that the uſual method of paſling thoſe accounts; nor, I dare ſay, is 
there a word in my letter tending that way. 

On the contrary, fir, you may be pleaſed to recolleR, that I apply'd to you for 
a ſub-commiſſion ; and propoſed onely a new receiver, in the room of him that 
is dead; and the dropping of a ſalary of 1001. per annum, which for many 
years, has been a mere honorary penſion to an officer, who never has ſet foot 
within the walls of the church, nor contributed in the leaſt towards carrying on 
the repairs, or inſpeQing the accounts. And I humbly thought, that money 
might be beſtowed on the fabric, better, and more agreeably to the intentions 
for which it was given. I own, fir, you expreſs'd your doubts in that caſe, 
concerning the expedience of ſuch an alteration ;. and I immediately comply'd- 
with them. 

After I had waited on you, and you had referred me to Mr. Trecher of the 
treaſury, I ſet myſelf to procure a copy of the ſub-commiſſion for him, and 
deſired the executor of the late receiver to-furmiſh: me with it: which he for 
ſome days declined. Upon which, I ſent to the treaſury, and to the exchequer; 
but found it was not enter'd at either of thoſe places. At laſt, I litt upon 
an old copy of it, written in the hand of the late receiver, which I lodg'd. 
VOL. Il, PART IIs | 6 g with 
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with Mr. Trecher; and with him it reſted for three weeks and upwards, till 
the new appointment of the preſent receiver was drawn up and engroſs'd: in 
the forming of which, I had nothing to do; but ſat ſtill, and quietly expected 
the event. And that commiſſion, fir, you know, expreſsly refers to the ſub- 
commiſſion, and obliges the preſent receiver to conform himſelf to it. Nor 
was I aware that a ſub-commiſſion, by which the late receiver had aQted to 
the time of his death, was determined: eſpecially, if you, fir, and my lord 
chief juſtice, ſhould have been pleaſed to endorſe it, as is uſual, I am told, in 
like caſes, at the treaſury. The only difference, I did, or do apprehend be- 
tween a new ſub-commiſſion, and an endorſement of the old one is, that the 
number of ſub-commiſſioners would be fuller in the one caſe than the other; 
to which I have no manner of objettion. 

I ſhall not enter into farther particulars, at preſent, 1 at a diſtance from 
my papers. But I intend to be in town on Monday; and hope for that equity 
from you, ſir, and from my lord chief juſtice, that neither of you will pre- 
cipitate your deciſion in a matter where you have heard what is ſaid on one 
ſide only. Whatever I otherwiſe am, yet as dean of Weſtminſter, I have a 
Tight to be heard, on this occaſion, in which I am moſt immediately con- 
cerned, If you, fir, judge otherwiſe, and ſhall think fit to take any ſtep 
hinted at in the repreſentation, without allowing me an opportunity of laying 


my thoughts of it before you; tho? I can never join in ſuch a meaſure, yet I 


know how to ſubmit in the manner that becomes, fir, your moſt obedient and 
humble ſervant. 


The biſhop wrote this letter on the 18th, and on the 24th was arreſted. 


The following papers written in the biſhop's own hand, were found in Mr. 
Morice's poſſeſſion, when he was arreſted and examined in 1732. 


Endeavours to prove, that fir Robert Walpole intended to bring in the pre- 
tender *, after the death of George the Firſt. It was probably written in 
1726, or the beginning of 1727. 

THE 


It is not improbable, that this paper was written by Atterbury, and ſent to England for the 
purpoſe of being employed in ſome political publication, according to a ſimilar plan mentioned 
in a letter from Pozobueno, the Spaniſh miniſter to Ripperda. 

London May 30, 1726. I was informed by the Imperial reſident, that Pulteney, the oracle 

JF 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


— OI Ts wg tn nt we re ere TIES 


ee —————— — 


. ... — 1 


EE — 


. —Aiw . ——ñ— 


THE moſt able and penetrating heads in England, judge fir Robert Wal- Atterbury. 
— — 


pole's ſcheme to be, That king George ſhould hold his throne during life; 
and that, upon his death, his ſon the prince eleQoral ſhould not ſucceed, but 
the right line be reſtored, in the perſon of king James himſelf, or (rather) in that 
of his ſon the prince of Wales, if there be any hopes of his having a proteſtant 
education. 

The proofs of this ſcheme are. 1. That fir Robert Walpole has all along 
liv'd in terms of defiance with the electoral prince of Hanover; ſo that 
he can expect no mercy from him, whenever he ſhall mount the throne, 
but is ſure of being then ruin'd. He has but one method of preventing 
that blow; which is, by reſtoring the rightful king, or his iſſue; and he is un- 
der no tye of honour or conſcience, with regard to his party or principles, which 
ſhould hinder him from purſuing it. 

2. That he aims at this point, appears, from his deſtroying the power of 
the German miniſters, both at home and abroad, ſo as to hinder them from 
meddling in any thing, wherein the intereſts of England are concerned; which 
would be falſe policy in him, if he intended the ſucceſſion ſhould be eſtabliſhed 
in a German family. From his management with reſpett to the debt of the 
nation, which he undertook to lefſen: his talents peculiarly lye that way; but 
have been ſo little exerted, that the public debt, has ſwelled every year gra- 
dually during his miniſtry. The onely excuſe that can be made for him is, 
that he hopes to cancel it at once, upon a new revolution; when a prince ſhall 
come in, whom that debt was contratted on purpole to keep out. This will 
certainly then prove the caſe; and either he has this in his brow, or his con- 
duct is altogether unaccountable. For he loads the people with new taxes, 
fixes upon them a ſtanding army, and augments it from time to time un- 
der various pretences; induces the parliament to take ſteps that violate all 
the Engliſh liberties, releaſes king George from all the engagements he 
was under, when he accepted the crown, and gives him ſuch extraordinary 
powers as were unknown to the conſtitution under its. moſt arbitrary princes; 


of the oppoſition, told him, that he was preparing to publiſh before the meeting of parliament, 
proofs of the bad conduct of the government; in which he ſhould accuſe fir Robert Walpole of 
malverſation in the public expenditure, give a ſtatement of the national debt, delineate the 
overbearing ſpirit of lord Townſhend, who has reduced the nation to ſuch a ſtate, and whoſe 
conduct ſeems to prove, that in conjunction with Walpole, he has an inclination to ſacrifice the 
king, and to place the n upon the throne. 
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Period III, for what reaſon? but to render that family odious, and by making the burthen 
72221727" ſo heavy, to prepare and diſpoſe the people towards ſhaking it off, when the 


great opportunity happens, at the head of which he will certainly be, in hopes, 
by that means, of preſerving himſelf from ruin. 

With what reaſonable view could he forward thoſe inſolent and bullying 
ſteps taken with reſpett to the emperor, Spain, and Muſcovy, but in order to 
incenſe thoſe powers to ſuch a degree as ſhould render them irreconcileable ? 
and puſh them into meaſures for reſtoring the king, and by that means provid- 
ing for their own honor, intereſt, and ſafety. This event, he thinks himſelf un- 
able to effect, during the life of king George; but does every thing, that may 
facilitate it afterwards; and probably not without the privity and conſent of 
his maſter; who is known for obvious reaſons, to hate and deſpiſe the electoral 
prince, and to have mortify'd and counteracted him every way, ſo as never 
but once when he went abroad, to entruſt him with any ſhare in the adminiſtra- 
tion, and the counſel given him then by Townſhend and Walpole, was the 
occaſion of their being diſgraced ſoon afterwards, upon his return from Ha- 
nover: when it was particularly laid to their charge (and that charge was 
true) that they had endeavoured to render the prince independant of his 
father, by procuring a ſeparate revenue to be ſettled upon him, in the firſt 
parliament after king George came over. They have made amends for this 
conduct ſince, and have by that means (among ethers) re-eſtabliſhed their 
credit with king George, nor will they looſe it by any ſcheme, which f is not to 
take place till he is dead, and buried. | 

What other account can be given why the prince in poſſeſſion does not 
ſuffer his grandſon Frederick, the diſtant heir of the crown, to come into 
England, or even to learn the language of the country till lately? Muſt. it not 
be ſuppoſed alone to imply, that he has no thoughts of his reigning there? If 
that be not actually the caſe, nothing can be more wonderful than king 
George's politics. 

Add to this (what is extremely remarkable) that neither of the famous 
ſpeeches from the throne, or in any of the addreſſes and votes of the two 
houſes, during this ſeſſion (in the wording of all which, fir Robert Walpole 
was chiefly concerned) any mention has been made of the ſucceſſion in the 
illuſtrious Houſe; a never failing topick upon former occaſions; and moſt 
proper to be inſiſted on at a time, when the great complaint was, of an inva- 
Hon deſign'd in behalf of the pretender. It ſeems the fault of that deſign 

Was, 
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was, that it aim'd directly at dethroning king George; but no concern is ex- Atterbury. 
—̃ — 


preſs'd for thoſe who are to come after him. 

From theſe, and ſeveral other reflections, the thinking men in England 
conclude, that fir Robert Walpole's ſcheme, is certainly what it has been 
repreſented, at the beginning of this paper; ſince no — ſuppoſition, but 
chat, can poſſibly ſolve all preſent appearances. 


Biſhop Atterbury endeavours to prove, that fir Robert Walpole is tottering ; 
in order to induce him to break with England, and unite with the 
emperor. 


THE cardinal's conduct in adhereing ſo firmly to his engagements with 


England, is matter of ſurprize to men of reflection, in many reſpects; but 


there is one which ought to be of the greateſt weight with him, yet ſeems not 
to be attended to, at leaſt not ſo much as it ought to be. It is the ſlipperi- 
neſs of the foundation, upon which the ſcheme of the cardinal's union with 
England was built; for it can hold no longer than Walpole's miniſtry ſubſiſts: 
and that ſeems to be very precarious at preſent. 

Two things require to be explain'd on that head, 1. That Walpole is 
ſinking. 2. That the ſtrict union between England and France will fink with 
him. Theſe two points being made out, the conſequences are obvious, and 


need little explication. As to theſe points, were the cardinal duly informed | 


of the true ſtate of affairs in England, he would not want to have it prov'd, or 
at all explain'd to him: for nothing is more certain, than that Walpole's power 
and influence decline apace, and are in danger of being ſoon overturned. 
Foreigners do not ſo eaſily enter into theſe things till it be too late: but flat. 
ter themſelves with ſome publick appearances on which they are chiefly intent, 
and rely; without knowing the ſecret cauſes, that do in England gradually, but 
certainly produce ſuch changes. Theſe the natives obſerve, and can form 
ſure judgment from them, about the approaching fall of any miniſter. 

What they lay to his charge is: That his whole adminiſtration 1s built on 
corruption and bribery; which he has carried to a greater height than any of 
his worſt predeceſſors ever did; and has by that ſingle means work'd all his 
ends, and obtained all his majorities in parliament, at the expence of the 
morals of a people, who were remarkable heretofore for their honor and pro- 


bity, and who had ſome ſhare of it left, till they came under his admi- 


niſtration. This method of corruption has indeed proceeded fo far as to 
' poiſon 


229 


Orford 


Papers. 


Draught. 


. — — — — — — — 
— — — — 2 — 2 — — — - — he — — — ——— —— == — 
— — — - — — — conn ne — — I ere — —— — ͤ ͤ— nr = Om tt On — — — — — = — —_— 
Pr.. . —x— ̃ —ͤ—ꝛꝛ̃ Ä.. 7 . — — —— Er En SR GIS CSS — — > — ͤ — S + — 7 — wn 
- . CT. — — ns Ar — -- =# z CREED - PS iy ů — — — — — ER — — 


| 
| 


— 


— 


———ê— 


ea anon ante oy — — - 
. — —— ——— 
— — = 

— m 


I. = 


. ET Int — — — —— 


———— IE EET Gt 


— — 


— 


— 


— ILL” — — — 
CES ETERNITY LIES. 
—— — 


arts nr —-ę cans 


= ————r—iE —— 
— — 
— — —— ene = na rn 
— —— — — 
— — TEES ——— 


230 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period III. poiſon the greater part of thoſe who make the chief figure of our conſtitution, 
arent members of both houſes. However, the bulk of the nation are ſtill unin. 


Illegible. 


fected, deteſt the ſchemer for the ſake of it; being certified if it continues 
much longer, as it muſt while he ſtands, there will ſcarce be any left to retrieve 
the ill conſequences of it. The new load of taxes under which Great Britain 
now groans, the increaſe of the public debt, which he undertook to diminiſh 
conſiderably, if not to extinguiſh; the decay of public credit, by the fall of 
the ſtocks, and the loſs or ſuſpenſion of ſeveral chief branches of the Engliſh 
trade, are all imputed to him, as the effefts of his councils and meaſures, par- 
ticularly thoſe which he entered into the laſt ſpring, with regard to the Emperor, 
Spain, and the Czarina. | 

He is thought to have formed the deſign of giving up Gibraltar to the Spa- 
niards, a deſign ſo diſhonourable and miſchievous to the nation, as renders 
him odious to all ſorts of people, and particularly to the trading part of it. 
And yet with this he is charg'd in the public prints; and is look'd upon as 
driven to it by the neceſſity under which England is brought by his manage- 


ment, of complying with the demands of France, who are ſuppoſed ſecretly to 


to favour this ſcheme. 

Indeed the chief article of his accuſation is (nor ought it to be diſſembled) 
that he has by his unſkilful meaſures put the ballance of power in the hands of 
France, which is, by his means, become the umpire of all the differences be- 
tween the conteſting powers of Europe; and particularly, the abſolute diſpoſer 
of the fate of Great Britain. That he has contributed to the re-eſtabliſhing 
of their marine by the very condition required of them in the Hanover treaty, 


and has fayoured of late their reunion with Spain, which as an Engliſhman, he 


ſhould rather have prevented. Thoſe falſe, and (as it is thought) fatal ſteps in 
politics, both whigs and tories, equally reſent; the former as the real and 
natural enemy of France (however they may diſguiſe that enmity at preſent) 
the latter as made ſuch by the oppoſition which France has given to the king's 
reſtoration. Both at length will join in cruſhing Mr. Walpole, as the author 


of ſuch meaſures, as though they may end well at laſt, yet were in themſelves 


of 6 © # A h 


Add to this the perſonal averſion king George is known to have had for 
Mr. Walpole, tho' he may cover it, as long as he thinks him neceſſary for his 
ſervice. The prince of Wales, his ſon, is more open in his reſentments; and 
all that depend on him are ready to take the firſt opportunity of joining in 

Mr. 
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Mr. Walpole's ruin, which muſt happen when a new parliament comes to be Atterbury. 
choſen, i. e. after another ſeſſion, but will probably happen, as ſoon as the 
prefent ſeſſion determines, and of this there are very evident ſigns, which | 

I thall in the next place mention. Mr. Walpole, for a twelvemonth paſt, has 

been pelted with pamphlets and papers of all forts, in verſe and in proſe, writ- 

ten by men of all parties, and particularly by ſome even of thoſe, with 

whom he was formerly united, and who are very zealous at heart; at 

leaſt they pretend ſo to be, for ſupporting the preſent government. This 

is a never failing mark of the approaching fall of any miniſter. Ano- 

ther is, the gradual increaſe of the minority in the houſe of commons, 

which voted againſt the court, ſince this ſeſſion began. Every diviſion 

wherein the public was concerned, added to their number; ſo that from 

80, with which they ſet out, they came at laſt to 124: and Mr. Wal- 

pole, obſerving their growing ſtrength, was forced to ſtop in a very ex- 
traordinary manner, by procuring a vote, while his majeſty ſtood firm, 

to prevent all farther enquirys during this ſeſſion of parliament. No- 

thing can ſhew a miniſter to be harder driven, than his reſorting to this 
expedient, which can ſerve only a preſent turn: it betrays a fear of ſuch 
enquiries, and that fear will bring them in at laſt with great weight and 
vehemence. 

The immenſe fortune he has rais'd in a few years (whereas he was worth 
nothing, when he came laſt into power) has expoſed him to great envy: par- 
ticularly on account of the manner of his raiſing it, which has been by taking 

the advantage of his poſt, to watch the riſe and fall of ſtock, and (as his ene- 
mies fay) to ® *#* * on it: by which means he is become by far the Illegible, 
richeſt commoner in the realm. The diſtribution of preferments has. been 
chiefly to his relations and dependents, without a regard to any other 
merit, than that of an implicit reſignation of themſelves to his conduct and 
meaſures. . | 

The conſtitution during his power, has ſuffer'd in divers other reſpects. The 
law has been alter'd as to the choice of new parliament men: before they 
were choſen for three years only; now they may be continued for ſeven, 
which has made it more eaſy for him to influence and corrupt the houſe of 
commons. The habeas corpus att, the chief bulwark of the Engliſh liberties» 
has been frequently ſuſpended: a ſtanding army has been fixed upon the na- 
tion, augmented gradually on various pretences, and thoſe additional forces 

never 
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deen never afterwards laid down. Every one of the conditions, upon which king 
Wa George accepted the crown, has been relaxed and laid afide; particularly 


that, whereby it was ſtipulated, that England ſhou'd never be engag'd in any 
quarrel which related to his foreign dominions. Theſe and other ſteps by 
which the conſtitution has been undermined and ſubverted, are laid at Mr. 
Walpole's door by the public voice of the people. 

That he is falling, appears even from thoſe addreſſes, which he has with ſo 
much induſtry procur'd in his own commendation. For no miniſter, that fits firm 


and is in credit, ever has recourſe to ſuch methods of ſupporting himſelf: thoſe 


that totter only want and make ufe of them. Foreigners may think other- 
wiſe; but Engliſhmen know well the force of this reaſoning. If Mr. Walpole 
were not embaraſs*d and in danger, he would quicken this ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment, in order to give room to king George to make the early viſit he in- 
tends to make to his Hanover territorys ; whereas he manifeſtly protracts the 
expedition of buſineſs there depending: why? but in hopes of producing 
ſome plauſible ſcheme of peace, when the aſſembly tir'd by attendance, is 
grown thin; and of cloſing it at laſt, by a general act of indemnity and pardon, 
neceſſary to ſcreen him from danger. 

In ſhort, if he and his brother miniſters were not diffident of their meaſures, 
why have they chang'd them of late fo remarkably, and abated of their ſpirit, 


both in acting and treating? The firſt is notorious, particularly with regard 


to Spam: and as to the latter, the cardinal himſelf, may be appeal'd to, whe- 


ther he does not find the Engliſh miniſter here, leſs impoſing, and more docile 


and tractable, than formerly? If he does, he may ſatisfy himſelf that Mr. 
Walpole's approaching mortifications at home, are the cauſe of it. When 
he falls, his brother, lord Townſhend, falls with him: for they two, are in 


effect the miniſtry, the reſt are but their creatures and flaves. A new mi- 


niſtry will certainly purſue new meaſures; will run counter to thoſe they ſuc- 


ceed, and by laying of paſt misfortunes on them, eſtabliſh their own power and 


popularity : and what then becomes of the Hanover treaty, when thoſe who 


made it, are diſgrac'd, and probably diſgrac'd for making it? France will be 


ſtripp'd of its new ally, and left to ſhift for itſelf; and the cardinal will be- 
come the dupe of his own probity. He has but one way of ſurely avoiding 
this danger; and will he not take it? When he treats with the emperor; he 
treats with a fixed power, of which he is ſure. When he treats with Eng- 
land, as it now ſtands, he treats with a miniſter, who influences the parlia- 

| | ment, 
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ment, indeed, while he continues; but as he is in power to day, may be out Atterbury. 
to-morrow. This is known to be the true ſtate of the caſe, by all that know the 


preſent circumſtances of England. 


BISHOP ATTERBURY TO MR. DICCONSON. 


On the death of his daughter.—Laments the fatal conſequences of the peace 
between England and Spain. 


SIR, Montpelier, Dec. 4, 1729. 

J Have your letter of 15 November, and am much obliged to you for the 

friendly concern you expreſs in it. As to the article of my poor daughter, of 
whom, 7 days before the date of it, God was pleas'd to deprive me, upon a 
melancholy, yet comfortable meeting I had with her at Toulouſe; where ſhe 
ſurviv'd her arrival 21 hours, and ſpent that little time that was left her, in 
ſuch a manner, as will make her memory ever dear and valuable to me. I 
thought nothing could have added to the affection and eſteem I had for her: 
but I found myſelf miſtaken, in thoſe laſt moments, when ſhe took her leave 
of me. She is gone, and I muſt follow her. When I do, may my latter 
end be like hers! It was my bufineſs to have taught her to dye, inſtead of 
it ſhe has taught me. I am not aſhamed, and wiſh I may be able, to learn 
that leſſon from her. What I feel upon her loſs, is not to be expreſs'd: but 
a reflection on the manner of it, makes me ſome amends. God has temper'd 
the ſeverity of the one, by the circumſtances of the other: and has dealt with 
me, as in the reſt of his inflictions, ſo, as together with the great burthen 
he laid on me, to enable me at the ſame time, in ſome meaſure to bear it. 

You will pardon me for entering into no other matter at preſent: not even 
that important one of the peace, which they write me word from Spain, is 
concluded; and by that means an end put to any hopes vainly conceived from 
thoſe negotiations, and to all the ungrounded promiſes of the Spaniſh miniſ- 
ters at Paris. I have no inclination to enlarge on ſuch matters now, or to 
trouble you or myſelf with refle&ions on what paſſes on the other fide, either 
of the Pirenees or the Alpes. The great maſter of events, has wiſe reaſons 
in every caſe for what he dos, in regard to the public, or private perſons, and 
we muſt ſubmitt to them, even when we do not comprehend or relliſh them. 
I am with true reſpe@, yours, &c. 


VOL, II. PART 11. u h BISHOP 
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BISHOP ATTERBURY TO MR. TAYLOR OF BRIDEWELL., 


Complains of the injuſtice of his brother's will, and requeſts his opinion in 
what manner he ſhall 2 in obtaining his paternal eſtate. 


SIR, | | Paris, Dec. 14, 1731, 
YoOU'LL be ſurpriſed, and perhaps a little frightened, to receive a letter 

from me, after almoſt nine years interruption of our correſpondence. 
But the occaſion, on my fide, is as extraordinary as the attempt, and will, I 
hope, excuſe it. You cannot help being written to by me; nor is there any 


crime in it, if you reveal to a miniſter of ſtate, the very firſt ſtep of our in- 


tercourſe: as I deſire you would, for my fake as well as your own, in order 
to your obtaining leave in form, to make an anſwer to what I now write, or 
ſhall hereafter write on the ſame ſubject. Tis of ſuch confequence to me, to 
have your advice and aſſiſtance, in an affair of law now depending, that I 
ſhall willingly be at the charge of a fign manual towards procuring it. 

Sir, my elder and only brother lately dead, has dealt more cruelly with me, 
than the act of parliament did. For that left me the ſmall temporal fortune I 
then had, and might afterwards juſtly expect, in order to keep me abroad 
from contempt and ſtarving. But my brother taking advantage from my cir- 
cumſtances, which, he knew, would render it difficult for me to queſtion what- 
ever he ſhould do, has endeavour'd to withdraw what the act itſelf intended 
I ſhould enjoy, and to ftrip me by an unjuſt will he has made, of the patri- 
mony which by law belongs to me. A ſmall eſtate in land which he poſſeſs'd, 
was, in default of iſſue male from him, entail'd on me by my father. My 
brother has left no other iſſue, but a daughter, who had a good portion aſſign'd 
her, and inherits beſide a good eſtate from her mother. To all this he has 
added, by his will the bequeſt of all that land, which my father in fuch an 
event, gave to him only for life, and to me after his death: and to alleviate 
and cover this injuſtice, he has given me an hundred pounds, by a codicil 
lately added to his will, and has mention'd me there with eſteem and dear- 
neſs; after never having ſhew'd any inſtance of either, fince I was abroad, or 
aſſiſted me with one ſhilling out of his fortune, at a time, when he did not 
know, but I might have ſtood in the utmoſt need of it. I am under no 
obligation therefore, to ſuffer the unrighteous diſpoſition he has made of an 
eſtate given me by my father, to take place; if you ſhall find, that my title to 
it is good, and will allow me your aſſiſtance, in order to afſert it. I am 


Per- 
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ſuaded you will find no obſtruQtion towards procuring leave for this purpoſe; Atterbury. 
it being matter of common humanity and juſtice, and within the intention of | 
the act. As ſoon as you have obtained ſuch leave, I will hope to hear from 

you, and in the mean time have defired Mr. Morice to do what can be done 

by him at this diſtance, towards laying the proper evidences and inſtruQions 

before you. He may be of more uſe, in furniſhing theſe, upon his return, 

than he can be now. However, I am not willing to looſe any time, when I 

have ſo little of it left, and my 7oth year is (as you know it is) near approach- 

ing. Haſte in this caſe is requiſite, if I hope to be the better for what my 

father deſigned me, and thought he had without wronging any body convey'd 

to me in due form of law. If he did ſo, and it really belongs to me, there is 

no man of worth and honour, who will think it unfit, that I ſhould be put by 

your means, into a condition of recovering it. Be pleaſed to make the ſteps 

that are proper in this caſe, and to add this obligation to the others, you have 
formerly laid on, &c. | 


No. 2. Examination of William Morice, and letters from him and others. 


The examination of William | 
Morrice of Kenſington in the county g 
of Middleſex, Eſq. 


HE ſays he knows of no letters that were written to the late biſhop of = 
Rocheſter from hence during the time of his being in France; that all 

the late biſhop's papers had been ſecured in France before this examinate's 
arrival there; that the late biſhop before his death apply'd to the French 
court by Mr. Lloyd, Mr. Buckley, and one Mr. Sempill, who calls himſelf 
lord Sempill, that his effeAs might be ſecured in caſe of his death for this 
examinate, but a difficulty being made of it, the late biſhop wrote a letter to 
Mr. Buckley, defiring he would meddle in it no further; that when the late 
biſhop dyed as the examinate was told by the ſaid Sempill the papers were 
all carry*d to the Scots colledge, where they were ſealed up with a publick 
ſeal of office; that when this examinate deſired to have them, he was told that 
it was not known, that they belonged to him; that upon much ſolicitation he 
was allowed to have his family papers, and the ſeal was taken off in his preſence 
and a commiſſary lookt over them and gave this examinate what he thought pro- l 
per; that Mr, Lloyd was preſent and any letters of his that were met with were ö 
| Hh 2 returned 
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Period III. returned to him: the like was done by Mr. Buckley and any others that were 


1720t0 1727. 
— 


preſent; that he the examinate has not, nor ever had any other papers but 
thoſe that were found with the baggage that came with his body, or were taken 
upon him the examinate and that he has not yet lookt into them. Being told 
that as he was preſent when the commiſſary opened the papers, he muſt know 
what they were, he anſwers there were many letters from lord Mariſhal, from 


the duke of Ormond, and other people that he knows nothing of. That there 


was a parcel of papers relating to the late biſhop's tryal, but the commiſſary 
would not let this examinate have them. That the papers were in the cuſtody 
of father Innes at the Scots colledge, and the perſons preſent when they were 
opened, were the commiſſary, Innes, and Mr. Dickenſon, who were named in 
the garde des ſeaux's order, Mr. Lloyd at the examinate's deſire, Mr. Sempill, 
alias lord Sempill who firſt had ſecured the papers and carry'd them to the 
Scots colledge, and others who accidently came in, and the examinate. That 
what papers were in French and in Latin were lookt into by the commiffary 
ſo far as to ſee of what nature they were, thoſe in Engliſh Mr. Dickenſon lookt 
into and told the commiſſary what they were, where any were directed to 
this examinate or endorſed with his name, or appeared to belong to him, they 
were delivered to him, the reſt were all kept from him. Being aſkt whether 
among the late biſhop's papers there were any letters from the pretender, the 
examinate anſwers, that he does not know that there were, that there were let- 
ters endorſt from Rome; but all thoſe letters from Rome or Spain were all 
kept and never put into his power;. that there were none that he knows of 
from England except from. this examinate and his wife. 


Capt. 10. die Maii 1702 


coram nobis WM. Mokick 


HoLLts NEWCASTLE 


HARRINGTON 


* Under Extrafts of letters from Mr. Delafaye* to Earl Waldegrave about Atterbury's 


ſecretary of 
ſtate. 


Waldegrave 
Papers. 


Papers. 


(Whitehall, March g, 1731-2.) YOUR excellency's private letters to my 
lord duke of Newcaſtle and to me, bring Mr. Pelham back to you ſooner than 
perhaps you expetted; I believe you will not be ſorry to have his aſſiſtance in 

| an 
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an affair of this nature, which will be difficult to compaſs, but well worth the Atterbury. 


while, if it can be brought about. I remember that as cautious as he was, and 
careful to put every thing out of the way when he was ſeized here, I found 
among his looſe papers a letter he had written to the pretender, but having, 
I ſuppoſe, miſt the opportunity of ſending it, he had laid it by, and forgot to 
deftroy it. As he might not be under the ſame apprehenſions now that he 
was then, and his death was ſudden, probably there are ſome curioſitys to be 
met with in his ſcrutore, if one knew how to come at them. I return you 
one, which ſhewes his ſpirit and ill nature held out till the laſt, What a pity it 
is that ſo good parts ſhould have been in ſuch bad hands. As to your excel- 
lency's having intermeddled in getting the /cellc put to his effects, and his 


claiming your protection as an Engliſhman, the attorney general agreed with 


me in opinion, that he had no right to the priviledge of a ſubject: however, if 
your excellency's own ſeal would have done, and that you could by that means 
have had the fingering of his papers, one would have done him that favour, 
This circumſtance of his willingneſs that your excellency ſhould have had 
this precious depoſit, rather than they ſhould have fallen into ſome other hands, 
might be made uſe of as an argument to my friend Morris, if he were talked 
with; but at the ſame time it is one with me, that he had been thinking of 
fecuring his papers, and had deſtroy'd the moſt conſiderable of them. 


(Whitehall, May 11, 1732.) THE ſeizing of Mr. Morrice, and the ſearch- 
ing of veſſels from France for the late. biſhop of Rocheſter's corpſe, has made 
ſome noiſe here; which may perhaps have reached your parts; but con- 
ſidering what part the deceaſed had atted, and how nearly related to, and how 
much intruſted by him the other was, it is not ſurpriſing that the government 
ſhould have a curioſity to peep into the papers. that came over by that oppor- 
tunity, out of which ſome uſeful informations might be gathered; and that is 
all the uſe that one would make of them. My lord duke of Newcaſtle hopes 
your excellency will again excuſe his not writing; and I beg you will always 
be perſuaded of the zeal and reſpect with which I have the honour to be, 
my lord, your excellency's moſt humble, and moſt obedient ſervant. 

We had laſt Tueſday a ſmart attack in the houſe of commons about 
Dunkirk, much to the ſame effect as that of which I lately gave your excel- 
lency an account in the houſe of lords; the debate was more than ordinary 
warm and bitter. 


5 (Lon- 
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Letters and extracts of letters from William Morice to biſhop Atterbury. 


(London, 11 Jan. 1726-7.) I Lately ſent you Gulliver's travels: the re- 
puted author, dean Swift, made very kind enquiries after you, thro' our Twit- 
tenham friend, and was pleaſed to hear he had been mentioned by you in ſome 
of your letters. He came over hither publicly to ſee his friends, and divert 
himſelf, and was almoſt conſtantly with Mr. P.“ 


MY HONOUR'D LORD, January 2, 1727-8, 


HE incloſed letter to Mrs. Morice, and her anſwer to it, are both neceſ- 
ſary, I think, for your lordſhip's peruſal. You will looſe no time in let- 
ting me have your thoughts on the ſubjeQ; for I am impatient till I receive 
ſuch an anſwer from you, as may be ſhewn the lady. I hope Mrs. Morice's 
anſwer, which ſhe was forc'd to write in a ſort of hurry, the meſſenger waiting 


for it, contains nothing improper. What is mention'd about Mr. Meads being 


with me, related, I ſuppoſe to the payment for the coronation lace, but I never 
ſaw Mr. Mead on that occaſion. He poor man, was taken ill, juſt as he 
muſt have receiv'd the orders to ſettle that affair, and is ſince dead. No doubt 
her grace will ſoon give freſh orders on that head. The fan you'll obſerve, 
was ſent my wife, is the fineſt my eyes ever beheld, fit for a coronation, and 
probably worn that day. We have fince had a haunch and fide of veniſon, 
from Leighs, and frequently kind meſſages from thence. All theſe civilities 
came after Mrs, M. had delivered the little tokens, which it is plain were not 
unwelcome, but kindly taken. 

I alſo ſend you the letter I received from Mr. Pope juſt after my arrival, 
that you may ſee his reaſon for not writing to me at Paris: he came ſoon after 
to ſee me, and was full of his kind enquiries after you. 

The ſtory of lord and lady Mar has been related to me, and by this time 
*tis as well known here as abroad. As to that lord's ſcheme, which you hear 
has been printed in French and Engliſh, I have enquir'd after it, and at laſt 
find it is ſo. Whenever I am able to get any of them, you ſhall hear of them 
at Paris. I don't find they are in very many hands. Happening to have a lit- 
tle acquaintance with Miſt the journaliſt, I aſk'd him whether he had heard of 
any ſuch ſcheme, and of its being in print. He told me he had one or two of the 


papers ſent him from Holland, he can't gueſs from what hand, they came in 


a blank cover by the poſt, and not being willing, in his circumſtances to med- 
dle 
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dle with affairs of ſuch a nature, he gave the copy to one of the profeſſion, Atterbury. 


who had formerly done him ſome little civilities, that he might reap ſome 
profit by the publication of it, and he might very well venture publiſhing it, 
ſince he was not ill look'd upon by the miniſtry. The man was much pleas'd 
with the thing, and very thankful to Miſt for putting him in the way of get- 
ting ſome money ; but before he went ſo far as to publiſh it, he had the caution 
to wait on fir R. W. and conſult him upon it; fir R. W. (as I am told) was 
ſtruck very much at reading the paper, and wanted to know from whence the 
man had it, ſaid it was of conſequence, and muſt come from ſome great man. 
The printer deſir'd to be excus'd from naming names, being under a promiſe 
not to do it. Sir R. bid him ſtop doing any thing about it till he ſaw him 
again, and appointed him a time to come to him again. At the 2d interview, 


fir R. inſiſted ſo ſtrongly upon knowing from what hand the man had the 


paper (promiſing the perſon that gave it him ſhou'd come into no trouble 
about it) that he brought the fellow to own he had receiv'd it from Mr. Miſt, 
who-acquainted him he receiv'd it by the poſt from Holland. Sir R. ſeem'd 
furpriz'd, bid the man go look for Miſt, and deſire him to come to him, but 
Miſt has hitherto avoided going, as knowing nothing of the matter more than 
that ſuch a paper came to him by the poſt. Sir R. has forbid the publication 
of it, and Miſt is under ſome apprehenſions of being troubled, under ſome 
pretext or other, for the fake of this affair. This is all I can tell you of this 
matter. | | 
As to public news, upon what footing our preſent ſet of miniſters ſtand, 
people dont agree. Tis generally thought fir R. “'s fate, as a miniſter, de- 
pends upon the ſucceſs of foreign affairs: *tis confidently ſaid there are di- 
viſions and uneaſineſſes amongſt thoſe at the helm, and that the new created 


peer“ and fir R. differ very much, which *tis not unlikely may end in the re- Lord wit 
moval of fir R. tho? they ſay he has ingratiated himſelf extremely with her mington. 


majeſty, being the only perſon who ventur'd to propoſe ſo large a dowry as 
100,000]. and to promiſe the obtaining it in parliament; fir Sp. C. not 
naming above 70, ooo l. . 

The report of ſir R. 's having deliver'd petitions from Kelly and Plunkett, 
was very true, but I dont find, as yet, the good effect of em. If an act of 
grace, which ſome people ſay is to be brought in next ſeſſions, ſhould come, 
*tis believed thoſe two petitioners will be included in it, at leaſt diſcharg'd 
about that time; if fo, why is ſomebody elſe kept abroad? You obſerve rightly, 
that all things dont run in one channel, as they did in the late reign, and 
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Period III. that fir R.'s influence in eccleſiaſtical affairs is at an end. Nor has the arch- 
7221727" biſhop of Canterbury any power in that matter. He imagin'd he ſhou'd have 


the firſt week or fortnight of the new reign, and people thought ſo too, but he 
found his recommendations are diſregarded, and ſo he has-choſe to fit ſtill 
at Lambeth, and tells every body he has no intereſt at court. The queen 
ſeems chiefly to manage that branch, tho' not abſolutely, for ſhe intended 
Dr. Hare for the biſhoprick of Bath and Wells, and Dr. Sherlock for that of 
Norwich, but the whole miniſtry united in their repreſentations againſt it, al- 
ledging twou'd diſoblige the whole bench of biſhops to have the new conſe- 
crated ones let into the beſt preferments at once; and to carry their point, they 
put Wynn upon taking Bath and Wells (for which it ſeems he made no appli- 
cation himſelf) and Baker upon taking Norwich to diſappoint Sherlock. 

Dr. Friend is a great man at court, and his reputation as a Phyſician 
greatly raiſed by lord Townſhend's recovery, after the whig dottors, particu- 
larly Hulſe, who attended in conjunQion with Friend and Sloane, differ'd ſo 
greatly with Dr. Friend, as to quit his further attendance on my lord, and de- 
clare his lordſhip muſt die, if he followed the courſe Dr. Friend was for taking 
with him. But his lordſhip declared he would live or die by the hands of 
Friend, and ſo Hulſe took his leave, and his lordſhip is, contrary to moſt peo- 
ple's expectations paſt all danger. Dr. Friend ſome time ago recovered lord 
Lynne, after the other phyſicians had given him over, and alſo ſoon after re- 
cover'd the ſecond ſon, ſo that the Townſhend family owe the doctor three 
lives. This intimacy of Dr. ]. Friend at court has made way for the civili- 
ties, which the publick prints inform you, have been paid Weſtminſter ſchool 
by the young prince's honouring them with his preſence, and ſeeing a play 
afted by the king's ſcholars at the college. Dr. Bob is to have a prebendary, 
the firſt vacancy is promiſed, ſo he is to fill the ſecond; but if that dont hap- 
pen ſoon, ſome people imagine he may be diſappointed notwithſtanding preſent 
appearances, and his early compliments to the preſent reign, for the Monday 
following the death of the old king: the theme he gave in ſchool was a little out 
of the way, and I am at a loſs to find out the wit of it, *twas this: 


Nunquam libertas gratior extat quam ſub rege novo. 


methinks pio might have ſtood as well, and been as good a compliment to a 
new king. Sometime after the young prince begg'd a play, and upon the 
occaſion, the theme given for the boys to exert their talents upon was, Cele- 
brate ducem qui vobis otia fecit. And I foreſee the next anniverſary meeting 


of 
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of Weſtminſter ſcholars, on the 15th inſtant, will vary very much from the Atterbury. 


laſt, when great care was taken not to dip into flattery and party. There will 
be enough of both this year. In ſhort, people ſeem generally to have changed 
their countenances (during my abſence) at leaſt they appear to me in a differ. 
ent light from what I us'd to view them in; they look at the ſame time a little 
filly, as if they were got between two ſtools, and afraid of dropping between. 
Some few indeed ſtill keep their old faces. I had laid aſide all thoughts of 
mentioning to L. what happened on your fide in relation to him before your 
letter came to forbid me, as judging it not proper, n. to what I find 
in his preſent way of thinking. 


"4 Feb. 9, 1727.) Sir R. W. ſeems to be better eſtabliſh'd in his miniſtry 
every day, and is ſaid to have publickly declared in the houſe of commons, 
that his preſent majeſty is reſolved to purſue the late king's meaſures, and to 
make uſe of the ſame ſet of men. The late ſpeaker has loſt his intereſt pretty 
much at court, and nobody has him in that eſteem he might have expected, 
Had he ſhewn a proper ſpirit and put himſelf forward at firſt, *Tis now, I be- 
lieve, out of his power, and he muſt content himſelf with the loweſt ſeat in the 
.upper houſe. If the court of Spain recedes, and comes into the terms pro- 


poſed from hence, ſo that a congreſs enſue and peace be made, fir Robert is 


certainly prime miniſter for life. I hear nothing of any atts of grace. 


(May 8, 1728.) As to your affairs in my hands, your frugality will, I 
doubt not, leave ſufficient to anſwer any extraordinary accidents which may 
happen, over and above your conſtant neceſſary expence: tho' they are 
not, in ſome reſpects, in ſo good a condition as when we parted; for (by 
the continuance of a certain great perſon at the head of affairs, in paying off 
ſeveral public debts, by coining paper inſtead of money, and drawing people 
in to be content therewith, or ſatisfy'd with a reduction of intereſt) all manner 
of intereſt is brought very low. Bonds, that us'd to bear g, are now con- 
tinued at 4 per cent. and at that rate of intereſt they bear a premium. Mort- 
gages alſo are fallen in the intereſt; and Mr. Lynn, from whom Ihave a 10004. 
mortgage, gave me notice the beginning of March laſt, that he wou'd pay me 
off at three months end, unleſs I was willing to take for the future 4 per cent. 
I ſtood out againſt it, but being ſenſible where he had juſt agreed to take up 
the money from another perſon, I thought it beſt to comply, and have agreed 
to let him have the money a year longer at 4 per cent.; for had it been paid 
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Period III. me in, I dont ſee how I could have diſpoſed of it to better advantage. Al 
— derman Barber has alſo given me notice that the mortgage he has, on an eſtate 


in Kent, for 8, 000 l. and upwards, wherein you know I am concerned 3, oo0 l. 
for you, has been offer'd to be paid off, unleſs he conſents to lower the in- 
tereſt, which he muſt be oblig'd to conſent to, and then I muſt do the fame as 
to the proportion of the g, 00 l. Thus you ſee, your annual income will be 
ſomewhat leſſen'd. | e 

As to publick news, fir Robert is as abſolute in parliament at preſent 
as ever; but Mr. P. puſhes him hard, and how long he will ſtretch the bow, 
before it breaks, no body can tell; but the opinion of many knowing men is, 
that he drives too faſt not to be thrown at laſt. There is a freſh talk of a 
new alt of grace, whether it will do any good to any body but the preſent ſett 


of miniſters, I can't learn. Lord Marr's houſe is actually fitting up, and his 


family give out that he will be over very ſoon. I ſuppoſe he won't return 
home alone. Shall any of thoſe memorials be fent about on this fide? You 


defire to know the names of the preſent biſhops (excepting ſuch as you know 


and mention in your letter) you might have mentioned ſome others, whom you 
muſt very well remember. However, I add all that you make no mention of, 
in the incloſed liſt, and 'tis very certain that you judge right in thinking the 
bench to be under a great degree of contempt. That it might become ſo, was 
one reaſon why you were drove abroad, the court not defiring any figure 
ſhould be made by any that belong to it, and now they are pretty ſafe on that 
head. I can't learn what expenſe the royal gueſt occaſion'd at Hitcham ; *tis 
certain Dr. Friend made great preparations; whether he will compaſs the 
making his brother Bob a biſhop, I much doubt, for fir R. W. has gained his. 
point in relation to church preferments, and you will ſcarce hear of any more 
ſuch promotions as Hare (who is now biſhop of St. Afaphs) and Sherlock. 


Her majeſty, they ſay, conſults and does nothing without fir R. 's leave on that 
head. | 


THE DUCHESS OF BUCKINGHAM TO MRS. MORICE.. 


MADAM, December 2, 1727 
J Beg to know from you, whether Mr. Mead has been with Mr. Morice about 
a alittle matter I bid him do, and I ſhould be glad to know of Mr. Morice 
his opinion of the act of parliament concerning the biſhop of R. I had it by me, 
but tis miſlaid. In caſe my ſon ſhould go to France to follow his exerciſes, 
ET better 
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better than he can learn em here, whether he may not be ſeen and examined Atterbury. 


ſometimes how Mr. Coſta dos inſtru him, without any hazard of forfeiture 
to a child. I know his mama could not have the advantage of hearing herſelf 
his opinions without a forfeiture, people would very willingly take. In ſhort, 
the king has forbid me and my ſon the libertys we were permitted in his father's 
(and which confines my fon from air and exerciſe in town) reign, and I was 
no favourite in it. But by the ducheſs of Kendal's means, I had a few common 
aQs of breeding and humanity ſhewn me, that of the ſame priviledges of the 
king's park, which I was allowed in queen Anne's reign; and the promiſe not 
to pardon Ward, which I doubt if I ſhould have obtained now, tho” I fancy'd 
myſelf a ſort of favourite of the queen's, becauſe I have about ten letters un- 
der her hand, which flatters me with it; and many perſonal aſſurances beſides. 
I confeſs I am much tempted to breed my fon abroad, if I could ſecure his 
religion well, and education better, tho? his affairs, and the odd agents I be- 
lieve every body has, who has intricate matters to manage, makes it imprac- 
ticable for me to ſettle, as I could wiſh, with him; yet I could viſit him, when 
I was not otherways neceſſarily imploy'd. And indeed betwixt the great 
eaſineſs of his governour (tho? otherwiſe a valuable man) he is always viſiting 
and following the calls of good for nothing courtiers, to the loſs of the time 
he ought to beſtow on his pupil. So that in the country only, or in another 
country, one can have him as much at home as is requiſite. Firſt, I have 
nothing paſſes in my family I would give three farthings to hide, yet I am ſure 
the goſſipping women, and ſuch kind of men ſend and invite him to dinner and 
ſupper, in hopes to pick ſomething from him of what paſſes in converſation, 
either from me or my company, makes 'em make the rout they do with him, 
who really is too good a ſort of man to be a pleaſure to them, tho' he has that 
fault of his country, too great an awe and reſpect for people in power, only 
becauſe they are ſo. And I begin to fear, the people whom I muſt neceſſarily 
have at my table and houſe, as ſtewards and agents about buſineſs, will grow 
to make their court to my ſon, at the expence of flattery, and methods may 
come to ſpoil him at home, tho? yet I have prevented that hazard from ſervants, 
and ſuch as make an home education dangerous. Could I carry my fon to 
France, and leave him under what part of your papa's direttion he would 
have the good nature to undertake, I ſhould think I did the beſt I could now 
for him; and really as to what progreſs he makes in learning, I am entirely ig- 
norant of. I know his governor is reckoned a great ſcholar, and 1s a man 
without any vices; yet I do believe my ſon will be a little too headſtrong or too 
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cunning for him in a ſhort time. Tho? to me he is very traftable and very fond 
of me, yet his natural temper is pretty warm, very eager for what he fancys 
at all, and conſequently ſhould have his time much and well taken up, as he 
now is near twelve years of age: this thought of at all parting with him, is 
very hard to me, yet I begin to fear the ill effects of allways an home educa. 
tion, and I fear our ſchools at Weſtminſter or Eaton for his health, and for 
the jumble it may now make between their manner of learning, and what he 
has had, and I wiſh I could any way get good advice in relation to it. 
Could I have an opinion fafely aſked, I ſhould be glad; and by this ſervant, 
I ſend to town, ſhould be glad to receive ſome anfwer.. I am ever, n 
your faithfull ſervant. 


MRS. MORICE TO THE DUCHESS OF BUCKINGHAM. 
MADAM, | Holland houſe, December 3, 1727. 
R. Morice has turn'd his thoughts upon that part of your grace's letter, 


in which you do him the honour of aſking his opinion. The act of par- 
lament, he ſays, is worded with ſo much malice, and wicked ill nature, that it 


is difficult to give any opinion upon it. Tis certain there is no exception for 


any body, but ſuch as have the king's ſign manual: and conſequently any ſett of 
miniſters have it in their power to be troubleſome or not, as their good or ill 
diſpoſitions ſhall lead them. However, he thinks there may be a method found 


out of fulfilling in a great meaſure your grace's intentions about my lord duke, 


upon which head he will explain himſelf further when he has the honour of 
waiting on you next. At preſent he is willing to ſay no more, having a good 
opportunity (by a friend who ſets out for Paris next week) of ſending for a 


better opinion than his own, and, in a ſhort time after, he may reaſonably 


expect to receive an anſwer, by a very ſafe conveyance. Upon. this occaſion, 
madam, give me leave to ſay, that I am ſure there is nothing in the world 
would pleaſe my papa more, than to become uſefull in the education of my 
lord duke. He has told us more than once, when we were laſt with him, that 
were he reſtored to his own country again, he ſhould turn his time and 
thoughts to nothing more zealouſly; and, as far as it can be brought about, 
he will, I know, be pleaſed at being uſefull in the ſame way abroad. If your 
grace has any commands for Mr. Morice, he is allways glad and ready to re- 
ceive them. He's never above an hours drive from London, and ſo not out 
of the way of doing any thing, wherein your grace judges him of uſe, He 
offers his humble reſpeas; and I am, &c. 


This 
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This letter from Mr. Morice to biſhop Atterbury is particularly curious, as it Atterbury. 


Contains, though couched in obſcure, and not always intelligible terms, proofs 
of Atterbury's correſpondence with the jacobites in England ; the reports 
circulated upon his retiring from Paris, and the diſadvantage that would 
reſult to the pretender from that event. 


MY HONOUR'D LORD, | June 24, 1728. 


R. Elliot, whom for the future, I ſhall call Mr. Hereford,* has brought 
me all the papers, and the four pamphlets you ſent by him. I 
ſhall take care to diſtribute them properly. I forwarded your two let- 
ters to father Courayer, who reſides generally at lord Percival's country 
ſeat near Black Heath, but as to the pacquet you mention to have ſent, 
addreſſed to Mr, Langby, no ſuch parcel is yet come to my hands. Mr. 
Hereford declares he never received any other, than thoſe: already de- 
livered to me, and it is not amongſt them. I conclude therefore you muſt 
have ſent it by ſome other hand. I wiſh it were arrived, that Pere Cou- 


rayer might be at eaſe on that head. I cannot expreſs to you the plea- 


ſure ſome of your late papers have given me, and in which Mrs. Morice alſo 


has taken her ſhare. Your diſcourſe on ſome verſes in the 12 Aneid, and 


your verſion of Virgil's firſt Eclogue, are exceedingly beautiful; in both, you 
have ſet a pattern which no genius, that I know of, can pretend to come up 
to. I have communicated a copy of the diſcourſe (for I am reſolv'd to keep 
the original myſelf) to the phyſician. He was mightily pleas'd upon caſting 
his eye over a ſmall part of it; I have not ſeen him ſince he has had time to 
conſider the whole. It cannot fail of giving him infinite pleaſure, as your appli- 
cation of it, to him, does him vaſt honour: in a little time I ſuppoſe I ſhall 
have ſome ſort of return to make you from him. The other piece, I ſhall put 
into the hands of our Twitnam friend, in a day or two, for which purpoſe I 


deſign him a viſit. You have ſucceeded ſo well in the beginning and towards 


the end of Virgil's works, that I ſhall long to ſee ſome more pieces of the 


ſame kind, drawn from other parts of that excellent author, who can never 
have his works ſo finely illuſtrated by any other hand. 


I deſign from henceforth to follow the rule you preſcribe, and ſhall de die in 
diem, {et down every thing that occurs worthy of your notice, in a paper to be 


1 This perſon is mentioned under the name of Hereford, in Atterbury's epiſtolary 
correſpondence, publiſhed by Nichols, 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


afterwards trankvitted to you. I agree 'twill be an eaſy method for me, and 
it becomes me to comply with it, as it is your deſire. At preſent, there is 
very little employ for me that way. There is a ſort of ſtagnation of news, for 


it can be none to tell you that fir R. W. gains ground, and governs more ab- 


ſolutely than in the latter reign. Mr. Pulteney's removal from the lieute- 
nancy of one of the Yorkſhire ridings, is one inſtance of fir R. W. 's power, 
and of his reſolution to cruſh all oppoſition with an high hand, and to rule 
with an abſolute ſway. It is certain, there are powerful parties againſt him, 
but he ſeems to deſpiſe them all. The E. of Scarborough (as well as the late 


Tpeaker) is, I hear, among the diſguſted, but nothing will be able effectually 


® Friend, 


to ſhock the great man, if affairs go on well at Soiſſons. All fides agree, his 
fate depends on the ſucceſs of the negociations there. 
Dr. I. F.“ is a very affiduous courtier, and muſt grow fo more and more 
every day, fince his quondam friends and acquaintances ſhun and deſpiſe him, 
and whenever he happens to fall in the way of them, he looks, methinks, very 
fillily. He is in great hopes (as I have heard) of obtaining a biſhoprick for 
his brother Bob, and not without expeQation of placing him in the ſee of 
Rocheſter, and deanery of Weſtminſter, if old Bradford would be fo kind as 
to make way for him: in that caſe, he is (as tis faid in the family) to be pre- 
ceptor to prince William. But this ſcheme, I ſcarce believe will ever be 
compaſſed, for the great fir R. W. not only hates but deſpiſes the family of 
the Friends, and while his power laſts at the pitch it now is, they will never be 
able to obtain ſuch extended views. | 
I am glad to find, from the tenour of all your late letters, and the way of 
fpending your time, that you are ſo much at eaſe in body and mind, and that 
you have at laſt taken up the reſolution of doing yourſelf juſtice by draw- 
ing up your caſe, which the world expects to ſee one day or other, and | 
your friends and well-wiſhers are often queſtioning me about it. The 


Noiſe of your having quitted the banker, reached me here, before it came 


over from your ſide the water. It gave occaſion to various reports, and I have 
heard, was publicly talked of at St. James's. Some ſaid you were diſcarded, 
upon a diſcovery that you were making your peace, and paving your return 
home again, at the expence of the perſon who had entruſted you with his af- 
fairs. Others would have it, that you found you were betray'd in every ſtep 
you took, in relation to that perſon, by agents with whom you were oblig'd to 
act in concert, and therefore as you could do no good, you took the part to 
retire, Others reported, that you had enjoy'd a penſion of 4000 l. per annum 
| from 
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from this government ever ſince you were abroad; that it might now be a fit Atterbury. 
time to call you home again, and your leaving Paris was a ſtep towards it. 
Many other idle reports were rais'd, and put into the mouths of proper 
tools to diſperſe them. Some people argu'd here in the ſame manner, as they 
did at Paris, that it look'd, as if matters went very ill in ſomebody's favour, 
when the only perſon abroad, capable of doing ſervice to him or his cauſe, had 
not the management of it, but ſeemed to give it up for loſt. Others, who 
formerly had other ſentiments than they have at preſent, ſaid, *twas no wonder 
if you had at laſt quitted the trouble of conducting a caſe (ſuppoſing you had 
the principal management of it) which was viſibly expiring, and that you choſe 
to get rid of a perſon, who will never do himſelf any good, but will (firſt or laſt) 
treat every one ill without regard to merit or ſufferings. 
Theſe are the chief reports which I have met with, grounded upon your re- 
tirement into the country; at which fome folks ſeem glad, and others ſorry; 
but on all hands 'tis agreed, that the intereſt of a certain perſon muſt ſuffer 
very much by it: for the imagination (whether grounded or not) that you 
heartily eſpouſed his cauſe, gave him a fort of credit, which he may find the 
want of hereafter. And nobody, as I can learn, lays any blame on you for 
quitting (ſuppoſing you ever were in that perſon's affairs) but on him for ſuffer. 
ing you to retire, and having, as they ſuppoſe, given occafion for it. This is 
all I have at preſent to ſay, on this ſubject, more than that a certain great lord, 
and lawyer, was very inquiſitive about the truth of the report, at a certain 
lady's* hotel of our acquaintance, but the lady could not fatisfy him any * Ducheſs of 
thing about it. You may be fure 1 miſs no opportunity of acquainting —— 
my neighbour in the park, with your ſtate in every reſpect, who loves to hear 
of you, and is ſincerely affected with any thing that touches you. I was queſ- 
tion'd there, in relation to your retirement, which ſeem'd to give ſome concern. 
It was immediately judg'd, that a certain great relation would ſuffer by it, and 
looſe a good ſhare of his-intereſt, by not ſhewing you more regard, 
Some of our late letters have been fill'd with the melancholy news of 
the death of friends. Laſt week we loſt another. On Monday evening 
died poor Dr. Chamberlen, after a lingring illneſs. His death indeed was 
not ſo. great a ſurpriſe, as that it did not happen ſooner.. He has been viſibly 
decaying a long time. The young duke of Buckingham will have a loſs in him, 
for *tis to his tender care of him, that his grace, in a great meaſure owes his life. 
The ducheſs alſo will greatly miſs him, and is ſenfibly concern'd at the loſs. 
He died at Buckingham houſe, from whence her grace immediately retired, 
| | and 
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Period III. and is not to return till after the funeral is over. Three days before his 
Vin death (when it was to be read in his face) Mrs. Morice and I were ad- 


mitted to ſee him. He enquired very nn, after you, and deſir'd 
us not to forget his ſervice to you. 

1 ſome time ago told you of an intention there was 55 ſending the young 
Suke to Paris. It was deſigned in good earneſt as you'll ſee by the inclos'd 
part of a letter to me, and that ſomebody's opinion to the contrary, hinder'd 
it. Your advice is of the greateſt weight there, and whatever friends you 
may happen to looſe (as ſome very good ones have gone off lately) there re- 
mains one who will, I dare ſay, make as much amends as is poſſible for the 
loſs of others. I have reaſon to believe ſo, and that you in time will 
find ſlo. My Welch friend is gone out of town, without diſcharging the an- 
nuity, but he did not go without ſeeing me, and aſſuring me that it ſhou'd 
be paid, when he return'd to town again. *Twas not very genteely done, 
but I dare ſay, I ſhall get the money at laſt. 
In a letter of yours, ſome conſiderable time ago, you ſeem'd not very 
earneſt whether I puſh'd the matter (about changing bankers) with Mr. H. 
very ſtrongly or not. I did, at my firſt coming over, juſt touch upon that 
firing, but found that H. had a ſtrong inclination in favour of Mr. A. and 
that it would not be an eaſy point to prevail over him to take the buſineſs, 
which he himſelf had put into A's hands, out of them again. I therefore have 
deſiſted from maintaining and preſſing the matter a ſecond time, but can yet 
do it, if you inſiſt upon it, tho? I believe it will ſcarce be worth while, for 
Mr. H, is declining apace. He had to'other day, a terrible ſhock, which had 
like to have carried him off, and if he ſhould happen to drop, *twill be an eaſy 
point for me to recommend ſuch a banker, for the future, as you deſire. Now 
I am mentioning Mr. H. *tis not improper to acquaint you, that you are very 
high in his eſteem. He viſits me pretty often, purely to enquire after your 
health and proſperity, I am apt to think he has it in his head to do ſomething, 
and ſhow his regard for you in his will; this conjecture, I draw from his juſt 
hinting his ſurprize to me, the other day, that nothing of that kind had hap- 
pened ſince your exile, upon the death of thoſe who were your known well 
wiſhers. Such a deſign, if he has it, ſhould ſurely be a little encouraged, the 
example may have a very good effect. What if you took occaſion, by ſome 
private hand, of kindly mentioning him, in ſuch a manner as you judge pro- 
per forme to let him ſee; I think *twould not be amiſs. He often enquires 
touching your circumſtances, and ſays . were not ſo generous as they 

ought 
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ought to have been, and believes one reaſon of your retirement may be to 
ſave expences. | 

Mr. Hereford carries the two volumes of the biſhop of Coventry's defence 
of his book againſt ſcripture prophecys. | 

I think I have now anſwer'd every paragraph of your letters except one, which 
is ſo full of fatherly tenderneſs, friendſhip and affection, that it cannot but 
make the deepeſt impreſſions on me as well as Mrs. Morice. We are both 
greatly affected by it, and in return, I can only aſſure you, that I have no 
greater pleaſure in life, than being of ſome little uſe to you, and that were it 
not highly inconvenient for your affairs (to ſay nothing of my own) I ſhould 
never defire to be abſent from you, but ſhould make it my choice to be always 
near you, in order to eaſe you as much as poſſible of the inconveniency, I am 
ſenſible you muſt be under for want of proper hands about you. Sure the 
tables will turn in time, and I am willing to think God has not reſtored you 
ſo great and unexpected a ſhare of health, but for ſome good end, and that we 
ſhall at laſt fee you return in honour and triumph to your own country again. 
That indeed would be the happieſt day my wiſhes can frame to themſelves, 
and *till good providence brings it about, the beſt thing you can do for my 
wife and me, is to take care of your own health abroad. Our intereſt is 
wrapp'd up in your happineſs, and you can never leave any thing behind you 
to compenſate for the loſs we ſhall ſuſtain, if ever you happen to go before 
us. This is the dictate of Mrs. Morice's heart, as well as my own. No news 
as yet of my brother Obby. I have made ſeveral applications for the 1507. 
expeRted ſo long ago. That worthy gentleman is lately gone into the north, 
and has promis'd me faithfully to puſh the matter, ſo as a remittance may be 
fpeedily made. ny | | 

Mr. Sh—n#* ſees me ſometimes, he keeps his honeſty at a time, when almoſt 


every body is wavering. He is gone to ſpend the receſs of parliament, as 


aſual, in Northumberland, and won't return till it meets again, when I dare 
ſay, you will hear of him approving himſelf the ſame man you left him. 1 
am commiſſion*d to ſend you a thouſand ſervices. I have now almoſt tir'd 
myſelf, as I fear I have you long before. But I am glad of fuch opportu- 
nities, as the bearer affords me, of writing to you. If he tarrys *till to-mor- 
row, Mrs. Morice threatens you with a letter. I am with the utmoſt gratitude 
and reſpect, my dear honoured lord, &c. 
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(Sept. 26, 1728. ) 1 don't much wonder to hear of Kelly's writing, and 
complaining he is ſupplanted. Hitherto he has had a plentiful allowance, 


ever ſince his confinement, ten guineas per month, thro' my hands, and what 


other benefaQtions he may have had, I can't tell; but I believe he has choſen. 
to live well, and lay up little or nothing. And now there feems to be an end 
of the collection which has annually been made towards paying him 120 gui- 
neas yearly. Several of the benefactors are dead; ſeveral weary of ſuch in- 
cumbrances; and the whole club (from whence greateſt part of the bounty 
came) is in a manner diflolved. He has written teizing letters to me, and 1 
think of preſſing Mr. Cotton, our ſteward, whole note you know J have for 
the remainder of 500 l. (of which 2001. is ſtill unpaid) to pay off that bal- 
lance, that I may apply it for Kelly's ule. You never order'd me to pay him 


that ſum in ready money (nor ſhould he have it all at once, whilſt he con. 


tinues a priſoner) unleſs I could obtain the payment of Cotton's note, or ſome 
ſuch other remnants, which are like to lay by a great while unpaid. However, 
if Kelly's neceſſitys enereaſe, I muſt, I believe, ſupply him with a little ready. 
money, whether I can get any from Cotton or not; and I ſhall expect to hear 
more from you on that head. 


(April 14-25, 1729.) I told you in a former letter, that I apprehended 1 


| ſhould be oblig'd to ſupply K. with money, whether Mr. Cotton paid the 


200 l. remaining due on his note, or not. I can't get that money yet of Cot- 
ton, but there is now a neceſſity of letting K. have money, on account of the 
promiſe he claims from you of 200 l.; for all ſubſcriptions, for his ſupport, 
have been long at an end, and folks are grown weary of continuing that bounty. 
Wherefore I have found it neceſſary to aſſiſt K. and that the 200 l. may not 
be ſquander'd away at once, and he left in want, I advance him fax guineas 
per month. I hope you'll approve of what I've done. Some people of rank. 
(formerly your benefaQtors) ſent to me on this head, and there was no. avoid. 
ing my compliance in it. 


- (Sept. 26, 1728.) All I can now tell you, as to reports relating to yourſelf 
is, that I was aſſur'd near two months ago, that fir R. W. had given out, that 
you had entirely ſhook off the affairs of a certain perſon, were grown perfettly 
weary of that drooping cauſe, and had made ſome ſteps (by means of the em- 
baſſador at Paris) towards not being left out in the general act of grace, which, 
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it is every now and then talked, will paſs the next ſeſſion of parliament; and 
that you deſir'd above all things to come home, and end your days in your own 
country, With what view this report has been ſpread by fir R. W. I can't 


tell, but I have it from undoubted —— that he has caus'd it to be 
rumour'd. 


(April 14-25, 1729.) As to public matters, they go on in the old chan. 
nel; fir R. carries every thing as he pleaſes, tho' the oppoſition he meets 
with in the houſe of commons has, no doubt, ſufficiently vex'd and teized him 
this feſſion; and the pamphlets, which have been conſtantly publiſh'd without 
doors, muſt have given him no little uneaſineſs. The Craftſman, you ſee 
every week, That paper gives a pretty good infight into affairs; and many 
are ſtill of opinion, that the great man will ſcarce be able to hold his power, a 
year longer; tho? I fancy, that depends upon the event of matters abroad; but 
the. moſt judicious men with whom I UPPER fometimes to converſe, think 


him ſo well rivetted in the __ and queen's good graces, that they won't part 
with him. 


— 


1723. 


CORRESPONDENCE Or ROBERT WALPOLE WITH LORD 
TOWNSHEND AND OTHERS. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SIR LUKE SCHAUB, 


Thanks him for his correſpondence.— Eæpreſſes his ſatisfaftion, that the con- 


duct of the king's miniſters at Hanover is approved by the French court. — 


Hopes that the duke of Orleans will be 855 ſteady to his friendſhip with 
England. 


SIR, Whitehall, April 19, 1723. 


Have hitherto deferred acknowledging in a particular manner the ſeveral 
letters I have received from you, not knowing but an occaſion might offer 
to make it proper to ſend a meſſenger to France, which however I was re- 
ſolved now to delay no longer, altho' no particular buſineſs made it neceſſary. 
But I underſtand too, that you have no meſſengers on your fide, which may 
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Your letter of the 22d inſtant, 


: 2 N. S. is juſt come to hand; and I am very glad that the conduct of his ma- 
1723. 


jeſty's miniſters at Hanover meets ſo much with the approbation of the duke 
of Orleans. This good correſpondence i is above all things to be cultivated ; 

and I always have read with pleaſure, the ſeveral accounts you have ſent me 
of the good diſpoſition of the duke of Orleans. It would be a great mis- 
fortune if his uncertain temper ſhould expoſe him to the influence and direc- 
tions of perſons leſs diſpoſed, leſs well affected to the king's intereſt, than the 
preſent miniſters of France give us great reaſon to hope they are; and I know 
not what is certainly to be determined in that view in regard to Mr. Law. If 
the duke of Orleans is diſpoſed to recal him, as Mr. Law's friends here are 
very ſanguine in hoping, it is not our buſineſs to obſtruct it. But it is not eaſy 
to judge, what is moſt to be wiſhed for in that caſe, unleſs we knew the com- 
petition, and upon whom the favour and confidence of the duke of Orleans 
might probably fall. If Mr. Law does not return, there can be no doubt, 
but the power might fall into worſe hands, and if any who are neither Engliſh- 
men by birth nor affection, ſhould prevail, we ſhould have a leſs chance, than 


by admitting one who has ſundry ties to wiſh well to his native country. But 


perhaps Mr. Law's being thought -agreable or acceptable in England, would 
not at all forward his return to France; for nothing but his being thought not 
only an able but a good Frenchman can ſecure his being recalled. 

As to the treaty between France and the Czar, I cannot but be very clearly 
of opinion, that tis the intereſt of the king, that no ſeparate treaty ſhould” be 
made by them without England's being included. France will ſpeak with a 
great deal leſs weight, when that treaty is concluded, which cannot be ſuppoſed 
to be ſo conditional, as to expect that France will afterwards break with the 
Czar, altho' he ſhould be never ſo unreaſonable with regard to us; but you will 
be a great deal better inſtructed upon this head from Hanover; and your own 
knowledge and experience will enable you to judge better of an affair of con- 
ſequence, than I am able to adviſe you. But I was willing to take an oppor- 
tunity of thanking you for your correſpondence, which I defire you will con- 
tinue, and be aſſured you ſhall have in me a faithful friend and ſervant. 


ROBERT 
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Period III. 
ROBERT WALPOLE TO SIR LUKE SCHAUB, 1720 to 1727. 
| | ; — — 
Rejoices in the proſperous appearance of affairs in France. Cong ratulates du 1723. 
Bois on his ſucceſs. | 
SIR, Whitehall, July 18, 1723. 


Returned but yeſterday out of the country, where I have been for ſome few Hardwicke 
: : Papers. 
days to ſettle my own private affairs, or I had ſooner acknowledged the 
favor of yours of the 1zth inſtant, I now return you my thanks for the long 
and particular account you gave me of the ſtate of affairs with you. It is a 
double ſatisfaction, not only to know the true ſprings and fources of tranſ- 
actions of ſuch importance, but to be ſatisfied, that they ſucceed according to 
our beſt wiſhes. = a | 
I heartily congratulate the cardinal in the ſucceſs he has had over his ene- 
mies, and hope a perfect recovery from his illneſs, will enable him to enjoy 
with comfort, the ſatisfaQtion of a quiet and undiſputed adminiſtration, I am 
too ſenſible of what conſequence a perfect good underſtanding betwixt the two 
erovns, is to their mutual intereſt and tranquility, to be indifferent about the 
life and power of a miniſter, upon whom fo much depends. I beg, fir, you 
will continue your correſpondence with freedom to me, and give me full in- 
formation of what paſſes amongſt you, which you may be ſure I ſhall make no 
uſe of but for the intereſt of his majeſty; I ſhall be always ready to return 
you all the marks of friendſhip that are in my power; for I am very truly, ſir, 
your moſt faithfull, humble ſervant. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Military and naval preparations made by the czar, with a view probably to invade 
Sweden, and place the duke of Holſtein on the throne, —1ll conſequences of ſuck 
an event to England. Neceſſity of obviating the danger.—The king requeſts 


that 200,000. may be ready to be employed, if neceſſary, on this occaſion. 


SIR, Hanover, July 16, 1723, 


Am now to write to you by the king's command, upon a buſineſs of great Hardwicke 
ſecrecy as well as of importance. His majeſty has received ſuch advices as Papers. 
be can depend upon, that the czar has, or will, beſides his ſtrong ſquadron, (very ſecret. ): 
embark a body of about twenty thouſand men on board his galleys, to put in — Cone, 

execution ſome ſecret deſign he has formed: the moſt probable, and what the 
king judges to- be moſt feaſible, is an attempt upon Sweden, in the diſtracted: 


and. 
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3 and weak condition affairs are in there. If that is the project, as is moſt 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


it muſt certainly be concerted with the mal- contents, and the Holſtein 


1723. faftion in that kingdom, and may happen to produce a total revolution there 


in favor of the duke of Holſtein, ſhould he happen to be ſet on the throne of 
Sweden, by means of the fleet and arms of Rufſia, He, eſpecially, being re- 
puted none of the wiſeſt princes, would neceſſarily be a mere dependant of the 
cxar's, and act according to his views, and under his directions; ſo that the 
Muſcovites would ſoon come to have the diſpoſal of the ports of Sweden, and 
we might in a little time ſee Swediſh and Muſcovite ſquadrons in conjunction 
at Gottenburgh, able to terrify and diſtreſs all the coaſts of Great Britain, 
Theſe proſpeQts ſeem to the king to be of ſuch infinite concern and im- 


portance, that even upon the moſt uncertain appearance of them, the utmoſt 


care ſhould be taken to obviate the dangers that may enſue. I had the honor 
to talk this morning pretty fully with his majeſty upon this ſubje& (only my 
lord Carteret being preſent) which if it ſhould take the leaſt air in England, 
might do great hurt to publick credit, and conſequently to our other domeſtic 
affairs. The king, tho' mighty tender and unwilling to make any propoſal 


that ſhould ſeem to burthen his kingdoms, yet ſeeing in this exigency (when 


the blow ſeems juſt ready to be truck, and no other previous meaſures can 


| poſſibly be taken) that nothing but a good ſum of money of one or two hun- 


dred thouſand pounds at command, to be employed if the caſe ſhall require 
it, can be of ſervice to help us, he has ordered me with the utmoſt ſecrecy to 


Open this affair to you, and to let you know how much he relies on your fide- 


lity, ſkill, and prudent conduit. You will pleaſe, therefore, to caſt about in 
your thoughts, how you may have at command, with the leaſt noiſe poſlible, 
one or two hundred thouſand pounds, if neceſſary, to be diſpoſed of, to prevent 
the kingdom of Sweden falling under the diſpoſal of the czar. What was 
diſcourſed of this day before his majeſty was this: If the czar's ſcheme, 
as it ſeems to be formed, ſhould entirely take effect, and the king of Sweden 
ſhould be driven out of all his dominions, then we muſt be as well with the 
new monarch as we can, and take the beſt meaſures poſlible to ſecure the in- 


tereſt of Great Britain. But if the king of Sweden ſhould not loſe all at 


once; but be able to make a ſtand, and diſpute his poſſeſſion with his rival; 


then the only method to diſappoint the czar's deſigns, and to ſupport and re- 


inſtate the preſent king of Sweden, would be to have a ſum of money ready to 
aſſiſt the king of Denmark and other princes, who would be exceeding jealous 
of 
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of ſuch an exorbitant acceſſion of power to the czar, to ſtand by his Swediſh Period III. 
majeſty, and to oppoſe the efforts of the Muſcovites and the Swediſh faQion. 5 
The parliament will undoubtedly come into the giving a ſanction to ſuch a 1723, 
diſpoſal of money, for the good of the kingdom; ſince the king is bound by 

his laſt treaty to aid and ſuccour his Swediſh majeſty in ſuch a caſe; and if that 

prince had not been negligent, ill ſerved, or worſe amuſed, he would ſome 

time ago, upon the firſt appearance of the Holſtein plot, have ſummoned his 

majeſty to be ready to make good his engagements. At this time of the year, 

and upon ſo ſudden an emergency, it would be a folly to think of equipping a 
ſufficient ſquadron to prevent the blow, or to ſave the king of Sweden; be- 

fides that, it would coſt more money than what is propoſed to be employed, 

if the caſe I mentioned ſhould happen. I muſt therefore deſire you from his 

majeſty, to let me have your thoughts and advice upon this moſt important 

matter, and whether in caſe of neceſſity, you can provide ſuch a ſum for this 

ſervice. 

The king has an entire dependance on your zeal for his ſervice, more par- 
ticularly in an affair where the ſafety of England, the balance of power, and the 
preſervation of all his majeſty's dominions, are ſo nearly and inſeparably con- 
cerned; and expeQs to hear from you as ſoon as poſſible. Vou ſee the nice- 
neſs of this point, and the many hazards of having our ſecret apprehenſions 
get abroad;. and therefore I need not employ many words in deſiring you to- 
keep the ſecret entirely to yourſelf, and to make your diſpoſitions for doing 
what ſhall be found neceſſary in the moſt private manner that may be. You: 


know any hint of ſecrecy does not extend to his grace the duke of Newcaſtle. 
Yours moſt entirely, 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Aſſures him that the reports of lord Carteret's ſuperior influence with the 
king, are totally unfounded.— Mentions rumours of the czar's intentions to 
attack Sweden; and the neceſſity of finding means to obviate his attempts. 


DEAR SIR, Hanover, July 28, 1723. 


I Hope this will find you ſafe returned from Norfolk, with ſome advantage Hardwicke 
to your own health, and without any detriment to the public ſervice, from Papers. 
your journey. I am ſorry the falſe and vain accounts which our friend“ Private. 
thinks proper. to-ſend over, of his ſuperior intereſt at this place, ſhould make Gs 
the leaſt impreſſion on any one, or have given you a moment's uneaſineſs.. Lord Car- 
How teret. 


— — — n 2 
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R bo ba How greatly the facts on your ſide of the water, have been e TRY) in 
— 


order to ſupport this appearance, you are ſufficiently ſenſible; and I can aſſure 
you, that nothing has paſſed here that can, without the greateſt falſehood, be 
wreſted to give the leaſt countenance to any ſuch opinion. You know that the 
king had declared his reſolution of having the guards encamp ſome weeks be- 
fore we left England; and I neither know nor can hear of any orders on this 
ſubjett, that have been diſpatched from hence. I employed a friend of ours 
to enquire, whether the king had been ſurprized into the ſigning any ſuch or- 
der; and his majeſty's anſwer was, that he had never ſign'd any paper relating 
to his Engliſh affairs ſince his being here, but in my preſence; and I am ſure 
no paper of that kind was ever offer'd to him, while I was by; except it might 
be ſome order of courſe from the ſecretary at war's office, which was ſigned 
with the other ordinary papers, without any particular application or diſtinc- 
tion. But you may reſt fully ſatisfied, that the king is determined to be on 
his guard againſt taking any ſtep, which may carry the leaſt appearance of turn- 
ing the balance in favour of thoſe who wiſh us ill; and they that flatter them 
ſelves with hopes of that kind, will ſoon find their error. But I think you have 
the ſatisfattion to ſee, that lord Lechmere and lord Kinnoul with their friends, 
whatever doubts they may pretend to have, do in reality judge better of the 
true ſtate of affairs between my brother ſecretary and me. G 

The quickeſt and moſt effeQual way for undeceiving people of all 3 | 
nations in England, would be by obtaining ſome overt act in our favor, for 
which I can't but think a fair opportunity offered by the vacancy which has 
lately happened in the vice treaſureſhip of Ireland, which I find the king would 


® Secretary have conſented ſhould have gone to 'Treby ;* I having ſounded his majeſty on 
at War. 


that head, upon a ſuppoſition it was agreeable to your own thoughts; and by 
this means a way might have been opened for bringing Mr. Pelham into 
the war office, which would have been a moſt ſenſible and indiſputable 


Lord Ca- mortification to your general. But as I thought it proper to communicate 


=> 


your letter I to our friends here, all thoughts of that kind are now out 
of the ee ee However neceſſary it may be to hang out ſome banner 
of this kind in England, yet I can aſſure you, the diſtinction here is fo 
viſible, and ſo well underſtood by the foreign miniſters and others, that 
it muſt in a very little while make its way into England. I have as ſtrong 


t Many letters from fir Robert Walpole, alluded to in this correſpondence, are unfortu- 
nately loſt, 


proofs 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 
proofs on this head of all kinds as I can deſire; and while matters con- Period III. 


tinue to go well in England, you need be under no uneaſineſs at the falſe 
accounts which ſome people here may find it neceſſary to oppoſe to fats in 
order to ſupport the ſpirit of their friends on your fide. | 

I ſee reaſon from all quarters to be convinced, that the revival of public 
credit, and the good condu of the king's affairs in laſt ſeſſion, has acquired 
us ſuch reputation in all parts, as will turn very much to the ſervice of his 


majeſty's affairs in general, and has made a ſuitable impreſſion on the king. 


And I am ſatisfied that the ſureſt way to continue things here on the preſent 
good foot, and to put our credit with the king paſt all danger of competition 
or accidents, will be to form a good ſcheme for the next ſeſſion, by falling on 
ſome new expedient for the eaſe of the nation, and the benefit of trade and 
credit, which points, his majeſty has ſo much at heart, that the ſucceeding in 
them will infallibly rivet us in his eſteem, and give us a greater advantage 
over our adverſaries, than can be hoped for from carrying any particular point 
againſt any of them. For this reaſon, I beg of you to turn your thoughts as 
early as you can towards bringing the ſupplies of the next year within two 
ſhillings in the pound, and the malt; and I ſubmit it to your conſideration, 


whether the uniting the South Sea and Eaft India companys, and the eaſing 


our Eaft India trade in ſome ſuch manner as J hinted in my laſt, would not 
be very popular, and at the ſame time divert any ill humour which may be ſtir. 
ring in the parliament, if they have not ſome ſuch uſeful points to employ 
themſelves upon. | 

I think the manner in which you received lord Kinnoul's overtures was 
exactly right, fince nothing can be more dangerous than to enter into negotia- 
tions with the tories, or even to labor under the ſuſpicion of it at this time. 
Our friends here are in perfect good health and good humour, and very much 
your humble ſervants. | 

Since writing thus far, we have been alarmed with the news of ſome ſecret 
expedition of the czar's, which ſtorm, it is thought probable, will fall upon 
Sweden, as you will ſee by my private letter in Mr. Tilſon's hand. I muſt 
beg of you to exert yourſelf, and to ſend us ſome comfortable news on this moſt 
important occaſion, where the ſafety and intereſt of his majeſty's Britiſh and 
German dominions are evidently connected and inſeparable, which topick I 
hope you will not be afraid to enlarge upon in your anſwer. You will eaſily 
judge of what importance it is, that our apprehenfions, and the proviſion of 


money neceſſary to be made in conſequence of them (which you may depend 
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Period III. upon it, will not be touched, without the moſt preſſing exigency) ſhould re- 

1720t0 1727. , 

L—— man an entire ſecret to every body, except the duke of Newcaſtle, to whom, 

1723. I deſire you would communicate my letters, and excuſe me to his grace for not 

troubling him with a repetition of the ſame matters. I need not tell you how 
nearly the king has this affair at heart; and what ſatisfaction your entering 
heartily into it will give; and tho” it muſt occaſion an additional expence, in 
caſe matters ſhould come to bear, yet the engagements of our treaties, and the 
danger with which England would, be threatened, from ſuch an acquiſition of 
the czar's, will certainly fully juſtify it to the parliament. Pray let the duke 
of Newcaſtle know, that I take great comfort in the advances made to him by 
lord Lechmere; and that I think care ſhould be taken to cultivate the good 
diſpoſition he appears to be in at preſent. The marſhal writes at large to. the 
duke of Newcaftle, by the meſſenges. tg 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Relates his ſucceſsful conteſt with baron Sparre, Bernſdorf, and Carteret, about 
the affairs of Sweden. Is treated by the king with ſuperior confidence, Un- 
ſucceſsful cabals of Carteret with ſome of the Hanovertans. 


Hardwicke I Have received the favour of your private letter of the 19th July, but be- 
Papers. . | . 8 

fore I come to anſwer the particulars contained in it, I muſt acquaint you 

Private. with a ſtruggle I have had here with M. Bernſtorf and lord Carteret, which 

Copy. has ended as well as could be wiſhed. Some days ago, baron Sparre deſired 

a conference with me on the ſubjett of the czar's intended expedition, and 

preſſed me very much to aſſiſt him in obtaining for his maſter an immediate 

ſupply of 10,000]. I did not at firſt ſhew myſelf very averſe to this propoſal, 

being willing to learn from him, bow far his court were alarmed with the czar's. 

propoſitions, and what ſteps they intended to take towards oppoling them: 

but upon farther converſation, I plainly diſcovered, that they were in no great 

fear in Sweden on this event, perſuading themſelves, that. if the czar ſhould 

eſpouſe the duke of Holſtein's intereſt with an armed force, or ſhould even 

pretend to influence the diet by appearing on their coaſts, ſuch a violence and 

indignity would turn to the king of Sweden's advantage; and he made no 

difficulty to own to me, that the only uſe intended to be made of the 10,0007. 

| was to enable the king of Sweden to carry ſome points in the diet. You will 

eaſily believe, that after ſuch a confeſſion, I could not think it for our maſter's. 

ſervice, to adviſe him to an expence, neither juſtifiable by our treaties, nor of 

any 
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any ſervice towards averting the preſent danger, and which might have opened 
the way for repeated applications of the ſame nature. 

The next day after Sparre had been with me, I met Bernſtorf and lord Car- 
teret in the king's antichamber, and could eaſily perceive by their diſcourſe, 
that Sparre's demand had been made in concert with them, ſince Mr. Bernſtorf 
not only preſſed my adviſing the king to grant that ſum, but urged the neceſ- 
ſity of ſending to England for ſix or eight men of war to join the Daniſh fleet. 
I remonſtrated to him, that the ſending for ſo inſignificant a ſquadron, might 
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I 720 to 1727. 


1723. 


indeed help to inflame the preſent diſcontents in England, and to alarm and 


affect publick credit, but could not poſſibly be of the leaſt ſervice for oppoſing 
any attempt of the czar, ſince before any ſuch fhips could be fitted out for the 
Baltick, the ſtroke (if any were really intended) muſt be ſtruck, and the ad- 
vanced ſeaſon of the year, as it muſt ſoon ſend home the czar's fleet, ſo it would 
probably oblige ours to return within a week or fortnight after its arrival; and 
even ſuppoſing our ſhips at preſent in the Baltick, yet the Daniſh fleet (which 
conſiſts of no more than ten) joined to ſo inconſiderable a number of ours, 
would not be in a condition to make head againſt a force ſo much ſuperior as the 


czar's (including his galleys) is repreſented to be; beſides, that it is not yet cer- 


tain on what ſide the ſtorm would fall. Notwithſtanding my arguments, he ftill 
perſiſted in the ſame ſentiments; and went in to-the king, full of the neceſſity of 
ſending both for ſhips and money from England. In the mean time, I diſcourſed 
with lord Carteret, whom I found agreeing with Bernſtorf, or at leaſt for ſend. 
ing to lord Berkley to have the ſhips in readineſs, which propoſal appeared to 
me more abſurd than Bernſtorf's; ſince ſuch a preparation would equaily have 
alarmed the nation without any poſſibility of our reaping the leaſt benefit from it. 
As ſoon as Bernſtorf came out, we went in to the king together, where the 
point was fairly battled, and I had the ſatisfaction to find the king entirely 
agree with me in opinion, and for the ſame reaſons, to the no ſmall mortifica- 
tion of my antagoniſt, His majeſty is ſenſible, that Bernſtorf and my col- 
league had been even aſſiſting and inſtructing Sparre in the ſolicitation he 
ſhould make, and for this reaſon, he does not doubt, but we ſhall foon have 
the ſame demand renewed from Stockholm, in a more artful and authentic 
manner, on the foot of the aſſiſtance ſtipulated by our treaty. But beſides, 
that by that time all thoughts of a ſquadron from England muſt be over, his 
majeſty is firmly reſolved not to aſſiſt Sweden with a farthing of money, till the 
caſe of the treaty ſhall actually exiſt, and ſome method ſhall be propoſed, that 
may be judged effectual for averting the common danger. And tho' his ma- 
a jeſty 
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Period III. jeſty deſires above all things, chat ſuch a ſum of money as I mentioned in my 
zlaſt, may be got ready againſt any ſudden emergency (which vill be ſo effec- 


| 1723. 


tual a ſervice, that I cannot ſufficiently recommend it to your care) yet he 
has given me orders to aſſure you in the moſt expreſs terms, that not a farthing: 
of it ſhall be touched, except in the cafe of ſuch evident and extenfive danger 
as ſhall fully juſtify ſuch an expence to a Britiſh parliament; and I have the 


ſtrongeſt affurances from the manner in which Bernſtorf was treated, and what 


the king ſaid to me of him on this oecaſion, that neither he nor any of the 
miniſters here will be able to-prevail with his n, to depart. from theſe 
reſolutions. 

You will ſee by the copy of Mr. Finch's letter encloſed in my publick dif. 
patch, that the alarm is not hitherto-very great in Sweden, which his majeſty 
is much pleaſed with, as favouring his intentions ef refuſing both the ſhips and 
money, and he has ordered me to take occaſion from that letter to treat this. 
expedition of the czar as of no great conſequence ;. promiſing to do the ſame: 
on his part. Tho” lord Carteret came to me late laſt night to let me know: 
that Bernſtorf had news of the czar's being ſeen at ſea, holding his courſe to- 
wards Sweden, with Holſtein and Swediſh: colours; yet if ſome advices, which 


1 have ſeen this day from Peterſburgh are true, he has not embarked any of the- 


forces intended, and the whole expedition i is like to end in exerciſing his. 
ſailors. 

I have the ſatisfaction to aſſure you, that as I never ſaw the king in righhter 
diſpoſitions, even in relation to thoſe intereſts towards which he may naturally 
be ſuppoſed ſomewhat partial, ſo F never at any time ſince I had the honour to- 


ſerve him, was uſed with half the confidence; and viſible marks of diſtinQon,, 


that I have met with ſince my being here, which as it cannot fail by degrees to 
undeceive people in England, fo I hope it will make you and the reſt of our: 
friends leſs ſolicitous in puſhing particular points againſt your adverſaries. 

I am ſorry to find lord Bolingbroke's affair continues to make ill blood among. 


our friends. I think you were entirely right in keeping clear of any further 


engagements with him; and fince it will be abſolutely neceſſary for us to reſt; 
on the whig bottom, I think this ſhould make us double our diligence to keep. 
well with the biſhops, which I hope you will attempt by alt opportunities that 
offer. I hear nothing of Bolingbroke's coming hither as yet, and wiſh for 
many reaſons his viſit may be prevented. | 


The king continues his reſolution of ſigning no paper relating to. his Britiſh: 
affairs, but in my preſence. 


My 
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My brother Carteret ſet out with making his court to Bernſtorf, counteſs Period III. 
Platen, and madame de Wendt, an old friend of lord Sunderland, who is ſup- eee \ 
poſed to govern the counteſs, and I ſuppoſe he hoped to make uſe of Schrader, 1723. 
Pleſſen, and ſuch little. emiſſaries and intelligencers, brought up to lying and 
intrigue. I make it my chief buſineſs to pay my court to our maſter; and 
to preſerve the confidence of our old friends, taking care at the ſame time to 
fhew all the civilities I ſafely can, to the others. I ſee no reaſon hitherto to 
repent of the intereſt I have made choice of, tho? my brother ſecretary, I be- 

| Heve, does, if I may judge by the countenance of his friends, and by his be- 

| haviour to me, which grows more ſupple than it was at firſt. As for Bernſtorf, 
his own creatures acknowledge that he has leſs credit with the king than ever. 
If there be a place in the world where faction and intrigue are natural and in 
faſhion, it is here, which makes it no eaſy taſk for a ſtranger to behave him- 
felf inoffenfively : however, I am very ſure, I have loſt no friend, and I think 
J have made no enemy; tho? it is not a very agreeable ſituation to be eter. 
nally upon one's guard from all quarters. I muſt again repeat to you, that 
all here goes on as well as could be wiſhed; but I earneſtly recommend to you, 
that my private letters, and particularly what I wrote in my laſt, may be im- 
parted to no one living, but the duke of Newcaſtle. Things are often re- 
ported back hither unaccountably ; and the freedom we uſe in writing to one 
another, might be of the laſt il} conſequence, if it were even ſuſpeRed. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


King warmly commends Walpole, and is inclined to follow his advice. 
DEAR SIR, | Hanover, Auguſt 11, 1723. 
Y OUR letter of the 23d of July, relating to the grand affair, was entirely Hardwicke 
to our maſter's ſatisfaction. I aſked him yeſterday, upon ſhewing him Papers. 
my anſwer to it, whether I had not made you too many compliments; he ſaid, 
that was impoſſible; you never had your equal in buſineſs, with many more 
warm expreſſions of the ſame kind. You will fee by my letter, in Mr. Til- c. 
fon's hand, that our accounts of the czar's expedition vary, and there is good 
reaſon to hope his forces are not embarked, tho' Bernſtorf labours to have the 
contrary believed, and to keep up the alarm, in which he is ſeconded by my 
colleague. But I have the ſatisfaction to find the king perfectly ſteady to the 
fentiments I mentioned in my laſt, ſo that you may depend upon it, without 
the moſt evident and immediate neceſſity, not a penny will be touched; but 
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we ſhall ſave both our money and credit, I agree with you entirely in your 
reaſonings on this affair: and you may be aſſured, I ſhall not adviſe the king 
to take the lead, much leſs to enter the liſts alone againſt the czar and his 


Swediſh pretender, except ſome unforeſeen accident ſhould make it abſolutely 
neceſſary for the common ſafety. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Riſe of the flocks. —Flouriſhing ſtate of public credit. 


(Auguſt go, 172g.) YOU cannot but obſerve the late riſe of our ſtocks. 
South Sea was actually ſold on Monday at 110. But the bulls and bears have 


ſunk it agaih to betwixt ſeven and eight. I had the good fortune to tell his 


majeſty before he went, that I thought it would come to this price before Mi- 
chaelmas. This riſe was nothing imaginary, not at all the effect of art. The 
public credit is now in ſo flouriſhing a condition, that upon ſome difficulties 
the ducheſs of Marlborough had a mind to make in that loan, I could have had 
ao, ooo l. in land tallies, with the intereſt upon them, which was about 
125. 6d.; in all gl. 125. 6d.; and I think it is plain we ſhall have the 
whole ſupply of next year at 3 per cent. even without the Marlborough money; 
and I flatter myſelf, that the next ſeſſion of parliament will bring no diſcredit 
to thoſe that have the honour to ſerve the king in his revenue. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SIR LUKE SCHAUB. 


Condoles with him on the death of cardinal du Bois. 


| | Wbitehall, Auguſt 5, 1723. 

Received yeſterday the melancholy account of the death of the cardinal; 
and as the loſs of a miniſter of his great abilities and good diſpoſition can- 
not but ſenſibly affect every body that wiſhed well to the common cauſe; I can 
aſſure you, I bear my juſt ſhare of this publick misfortune. As to you in par- 
ticular, the loſs of ſo good and powerful a friend, muſt be an affliction almoſt 
inconſolable. I condole with you upon your own account. *Tis impoſſible 
to doubt, but your endeavours for the ſervice of his majeſty will, upon this 
occaſion, not only be continued, but as it may be more neceſſary, doubly ex- 
erted, till matters are entirely ſettled, under this great and important change; 
and we muſt all promiſe ourſelves great ſucceſs from your application and 
great experience, You, have upon all accounts my good wiſhes, and may 
command 
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command my beſt ſervices. I thought it not improper, on this occaſion, to Period III. 
give the duke of Orleans the trouble of a letter. I have likewiſe wrote to — 
the count de Morville; and deſire you will with my beſt compliments, de- 1723. 
liver the letters to them. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Will provide the 200,000 l. but truſts there will be no occafion to employ it. 
Enforces the neceſſity of not being precipitate, and ſtrongly recommends 
cautious meaſures, —Lord Bolingbroke betrays to him lord Carteret's in- 
trigues with the tories, and propoſes a coalition of the tories with Toun- 
end and Walpole, who warmly objects to the meaſure. 
| | ; Whitehall, July 23—Auguſt 3, 1723. 
Hope the anſwer I have ſent you, concerning this great affair, will be to Hardwicke 
the king's and your lordſhip's ſatisfaction. The 150, ooo l. may certainly bree 
be had; but it is out of that proviſion, I made upon a ſuppoſition, that the Privat. 
king might poſſibly ſtay later than Chriſtmas; ſo that both ſervices cannot poſe. Copye 
fibly be anſwered; which I preſume you will make his majeſty ſenſible. of. 
At the fame time, I cannot but wiſh from my heart, that this money may not 
be demanded; and if it can be avoided, I hope your lordſhip will let it take 
that turn, nor do I ſee how it can be employed at all by way of prevention; 
for if the czar's fleet was ready to ſail, my agreement for this ſubſidy will come 
too late, and the blow be ſtruck before a force can be got ready to repel it. 
For my part, I enter much into that part of your lordſhip's reaſoning, to be as 
well as we can with the new king, or at leaſt to ſhew a diſpoſition to be ſo. If 
we enter precipitately into any engagement upon this occaſion, we ſhall not 
carry the nation, nor perhaps the parliament along with us; but if we wait, 
and are driven into it, it will be ſeen and be thought to be the intereſt of 
Great Britain alone, that made us engage; and I do not know, whether this 
attempt of the czar, coming upon us ſo much by ſurpriſe, may not be more 
fortunate, than a more early intelligence. In a word, my politics are to keep 
free from all engagements, as long as we poſſibly can. You'll forgive my ſud- 
den, and poſſibly very improper thoughts upon a ſubject, that I am but little ac- 
quainted with ; but I am mightily inclined to be cautious. 
You may be ſure, I ſhall not neglect turning my thoughts towards the buſi- 
neſs of next ſeſſions, but if any ſuch things as we are now talking of ſhould hap- 
pen, there is an end of all that at once. 


I ſub- 
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e I ſubmit it further to your lordſhip's conſideration, whether it is not worth 
eee thinking of; what will be our condition, if we are the only power in all Europe 
2723. that enters immediately into this quarrel? If the Swediſh nation are ready for 

| a revolution, as the ill humours now prevailing ſeem to portend, it will be 
| | impoſſible to prevent it; and we ſhall have made the new king our enemy, who 
might poſſibly pretend otherwiſe to take the part, that the jacobites have a long 
time flattered themſelves he will, it will all be imputed to this provocation of 
ours. France has, I apprehend, been a long time in negociation with the 
czar: can France be ignorant of this meaſure; or what part will France a& 
upon this occaſion? In ſhort, I wiſh to God, we may at leaſt for a little time 
remain neuters, and look on, if all the reſt of Europe does the ſame thing. 
But all this I ſubmit to your better judgement. 

Lord Bolingbroke was with me laſt week, and ſhewed me the two letters he 
received from your lordſhip and lord Carteret : the letters were as unlike 
to one another, as the authors, and I affure you your brother ſecretary ſaid 
not one word of future fervices, but gave him a bare dry compliment. This 
is agreable to the part they all aQ here to keep themſelves entirely clear of all 
engagements. I ſpoke very plainly to lord B. in the fame manner, I had 
talked before, and gave him no hopes, that we would hazard the king's affairs 
by raſhly undertaking any thing in parliament. But what I had chiefly to ac- 
quaint you with, was what lord B. ſaid upon another ſubject. He introduced 
the converſation, with excufing himſelf for entering into any negociation, which 
he would, or would not proceed upon, as I ſhould approve. He told me, he 
had held ſeveral converſations with fir William Windham and lord Bathurſt, 
BY who ſpoke to him in their own names, and in the name of lord Gower: they 
| h declared themſelves weary of the fituation they were in, and ready to enter 
into any meaſures with your lordſhip, and your humble ſervant. They faid 
they were in meaſures with lord Carteret all laſt winter, and correſponded fre- 
quently with him by meſſages, that the concert was with thoſe three, and lord 
Angleſea, and lord Carteret; that Carteret had frequently preffed them to 
attack me perſonally, and that Angleſea was always on that fide of the queſtion ; 
| that this correſpondence was founded upon repeated aſſurances of an un- 
doubted ſuperior intereſt, ſufficient to ſupport them, and continued till his 

lordſhip's departure; that they now thought themſelves deceived by him, and 

were defirous to rid themſelves of the diſagreeable ſituation they were in, by 
renouncing jacobitiſm, &c. I anſwered it was both impoſſible and unadviſable 


for me to enter into any ſuch negociation, and told lord Bolingbroke, I thought 
a 5 he 


| 
k 
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he was doing a moſt imprudent thing, who was to expect his ſalvation from a Period III. 
1720 to 1727. 
———— 


whig parliament, to be negotiating to bring in a ſett of tories; that if this ſhould 
be known, his caſe would be deſperate in parliament ; and deſired and adviſed 
him to give this anſwer to his friends, as from his own farther recollection: 
and that he thought it not proper upon conſideration to mention it to me, 
which he ſeemed to acquieſce in, and to be ſatisfied. I need not obſerve to 
you: here is a direct confeſſion of Carteret's dealing with the tories through- 
out all laſt ſeſſion, which they are very explicit in. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Mentions rumours of diviſions among the king's miniſters at Hanover. From 
whence they originate.Conſeguences of theſe rumours if not checked. — Ex- 
treme tranquillity in England. 

MY LORD, Whitehall, Auguſt 30, 1723. 


Avoid as much as I can, troubling your lordſhip with all the idle ſtories and Townſhend 


reports that are ſpread about here, tho* they come all from your ſide, 
leaft when they return upon the rebound, they may be either magnified or 


repreſented in ſuch colours, and made uſe of to fuch purpoſes as the authors 


of them firſt deſign'd they ſhould. I think it proper juſt to mention them to 
you, with a general remark or two, which I think indeed applicable to them 
all. They are ſent over either with a view to keep up diviſions here among 
the king's friends and ſervants, and to countenance people in forming intrigues 
and oppoſition, as if a ſufficient intereſt was form'd at Hanover to ſupport 
them; or if they are of another ſort, they are to be the matter of complaint, 
and the reports which ariſe and are invented by themſelves, are made uſe of as 
arguments of deſigns carrying on againſt them. Of theſe ſorts, are the ſeveral 
reports that have fill'd the town, of the great differences betwixt the two ſe- 
cretaries at Hanover, of lord Carteret's being ſoon expetted back in England, 
repreſented by ſome as a deſign to form a new miniſtry in conjunction with 
bimfelf, by others as returning in diſgrace. 

Another report that has obtained very much is, that lord Carterett had en- 


deavour'd or procured the bringing over the counteſſe of Platen into En- 


gland. *Tis great pity, my lord, that ſome check cannot be given to theſe 
proceedings, which altho* they may ſeem trivial have their ill effects: all that 
I can ſay is, when J am ſure, I know from what quarter they do not come, 
it ſeems not hard to gueſſe from whence they have ſource, And I find theſe 
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ports are not confin'd to England; but my ſon, who return'd hither laſt 
night from Paris, tells me there they talk of nothing more,. and talk as they 


are variouſly affected; but the ſtory of the lady's. journey is received there 


as a ſettled point. Theſe ſtories, and the different reaſonings upon them, 
and the True Briton, are the only things that cauſe the leaſt diſturbance here: 
we are otherwiſe in a ſtate of tranquillity and ſatisſaction beyond what I have 


ever known; but you may depend upon it, the proſpett of changes will all- 
ways animate the diſcontented and diſaffe ted. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Anxious to facilitate the acceptance of the overtures from the king of Pruſſia, — 
Ill effects of the projets for eſtabliſhing an Eaſt India company at Oſtend.— 
Unexpected arrival of Bothmar. 
Hanover, Wedneſday, Sept. 8, 1723s 
you will fee by the office letter, that I have got the king's leave to ſend 
over for a full power for myſelf, in which I have likewiſe got lord Car- 
teret inſerted, with a deſign of making uſe of it at the court of Berlin, if there 
ſhould be occafion. The king of Pruſſia has made all imaginable court to 
the king our maſter, and has uſed all poffible endeavours to get him over to 
Berlin. His majeſty has certainly very little inclination for this journey; and. 


bas not hitherto declared his reſolution upon it, but I live in hopes that he 


will conquer his averfion, and not refuſe ſo trifting a compliance, which may 
open the way to a better underſtanding between the two crowns. A neigh- 
bouring prince, ſo nearly related, ſo well affected to the proteſtant cauſe, who 
has a ſtanding force of 80,000 men: and ſuch an extent of dominions as the 


king of Pruſſia, is certainly worth gaining even upon much harder terms; and 


I am ſatisfied nothing would contribute more to bring the czar to reaſon, and 
to facilitate our treaty with him, than the renewing our ancient alliances with 
Pruſſia, which I ſhall therefore labour all I can. 

I have had a letter from governor Harriſon, in which he tells me, that the 
ſpirit of the Eaſt India company is ſo broken by the Oſtend project, that they 
neither think of putting up any tea at the next ſale, nor of making any ex- 
ports the next ſeaſon. How far this will affect our cuſtoms, and damp credit, 
you cannot but be ſenſible; and I ſhould be glad you would take an oppor- 
tunity to diſcourſe with him, and try to put a little new life into the company. 
This makes it ſtill more neceſſary for me to renew my requeſt to you of get- 
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ting a ſcheme for the enſuing ſeſſions, ſo far digeſted, that I may be able to Period III. 
communicate the heads of it to the king, about the time that it will be neceſ- — 
fary for him to think of returning; and I muſt again repeat to you, that no= 1723. 
thing will gain his heart more than the ſtriking out ſome good plan for the 

benefit of trade and credit. Mr. Peſters begins now to hope that the States 

will come to more vigorous reſolutions than they have hitherto taken in rela- 

tion to the Oſtend trade, which I ſhall be very glad to find confirmed. 

Count Lippe's ſtory of the counteſs of Platen, is certainly a lye. I am in- 
formed from very good hands, that ſhe has not the leaſt thought of going for 
England, Neither do I find any thing that looks like it in her converſations; 
tho” I have often the honour of her company, and am well with ſome other 
ladies that are in her good graces, as you may perhaps ſoon find to your coſt. 

I ſhall take care to bring you off as cheap as I can; but I muſt deſire you 
to do honour to my demands, which will not bee very extravagant. 

It was a great ſurprize to me, to find count Bothmar juſt upon his arrival 
here, without any previous intiligence from you of the motives of his journey. 
The purchaſe of an eſtate in Meklenbourg, is the pretence given out, but I 
believe he is not very formidable, let his views be what they will. Some days 
ago, my old tormenter, monſieur Petkum, had the impertinence to make his 
perſonal appearance heare, it coſt me a hundred pounds to ſend him packing 
the next day, for which I muſt take the liberty to draw on Mr. Lowther, by 
the next meſſenger. : 

My colleague “ is gone out a ſhooting for ſome days; he ſeems to be pretty * Lord Car. 
much at the ſtand, what courſe to ſteer next, having no great reaſon hitherto dexet. 
to be ſatisfied with his negotiations. Our friends here, ſend their ſervices to 
you and the duke of Newcaſtle, to whom I deſire my beſt reſpeQs. 
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LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Motives for propoſing to fend Horace Walpole to Paris, —Secret objects of his 
miſſion.— His inſtructions. 
Hanover, Sept. 21, 1723. 
THE occaſion of my diſpatching this meſſenger to you, is an affair of great Hardwicke 
| importance, which muſt be managed with the utmoſt ſecrecy, being known Papers, 
at preſent to no one but his majeſty and myſelf. His majeſty has received Copy, 
ſome advices from Paris, that the duke of Orleans ſince the death of cardinal 


du Bois, has recalled to court count Noce, with whom the duke had always 
Mm 2 lived 
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Period III. lived in the greateſt intimacy, but whom the cardinal forced him to part with 


1720 to 1727. 
— mmmnd 


1723. 


that Noce, ſince his return, has reſumed the great ſhare he formerly had in the 
duke's confidence, and is (as Homer, fir Luke Schaub's ſecretary, writes to 
Mr. Balaquier) particularly truſted and employed in the affairs relating to 
England; that Noc has conceived an irreconcileable averſion againſt Schaub, 
as ſuppoſing him to have been inſtrumental with the cardinal in procuring his 
diſgrace. You muſt be ſenſible that nothing can be of greater importance to 
the king, than to be rightly informed of the truth of the foregoing facts, ſince 
the maintaining, the good underſtanding with France, which was ſo happily 
eſtabliſhed by the cardinal's good offices, may in a great meaſure depend upon 
it; for the duke of Orleans, however well diſpoſed and capable of judging for 
himſelf, is by a peculiar eaſineſs of temper, the moſt liable of any man living 
to put himſelf under the direttion of thoſe who have his confidence, and 
thereby ſuſceptible of any impreſſions they think fit to give him. This good 
underſtanding therefore cannot long be preſerved, if one ſo near him as the 
count de Noce is repreſented to be, ſhould not only withdraw his confidence 
from the king's miniſters at that court, but perhaps out of perſonal pique and 
reſentment to that miniſter, ſhould carry his averſion ſtill farther to the affairs 
he is charged with from his majeſty. 


But as on one hand, it is of great importance to the king to be appriſed, 


as ſoon as poſſible, of the real ſituation of affairs in France, fo on the other 


hand, it will require great caution and addreſs to come at the truth in ſuch a 
manner, as may neither hurt fir Luke Schaub's credit with the duke of 
Orleans, nor create a jealouſy in fir Luke, of the king's intending to withdraw 


his confidence from him. Upon theſe conſiderations, his majeſty has thought.it 


not adviſeable to ſend any one directly to France from this place, which could 
not have been done without noiſe, and giving umbrage of one kind or other, 
but has rather choſe to have ſomebody on whoſe fidelity and dexterity he can 
depend, ſet out-from England, and take Paris in his way hither, under pre- 
tence of a curioſity to ſee that place, and without owning, to any one living, the 
buſineſs he is employed in. And his majeſty, having been pleaſed to turn his 
thoughts on my brother Horace Walpole for that ſervice, as one who has ac- 
quitted himſelf well in former negotiations, and is acquainted with the general 
ſtate of foreign affairs, and who having been expetted here by every body all 
this ſummer, his leaving England at this time will occaſion no new ſpecula- 
tion; Iam therefore to deſire you to prevail with him to undertake the jour- 
ney immediately; and it is his majeſty's pleaſure, that he ſhould. obſerve the 


following 
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following inſtructions. He is in the firſt place, to take care to avoid giving Period III. ö 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of his being ſent by the king to Paris, and his coming thi- — 9 
ther, muſt appear to be nothing but the effects of his own curioſity to ſee the 1723. | 
place. He is to uſe as much freedom and openneſs towards fir Luke Schaub, 
as is conſiſtent with concealing the real intent of his journey, and is to learn 
from him, as much as he eaſily can, of the preſent ſituation of affairs in France, 
without betraying the leaſt jealouſy of any decay of fir Luke's credit, or 
preſſing to know more than he is ready to impart to him. He is to wait on 


the duke of Orleans, or not, as it is thrown in his way, and is to ſee as many | | 
of the French miniſters as he can, without creating ſuſpicion, particularly M. de 
Morville and the count de Noce; and in his general converſations, is to enlarge k 
(as from himſelf and from his own knowledge only) on the firm deſire which the | 


king and thoſe who have the honour to be employed by him, have to preſerve 
a perfect good underſtanding with France, and to repair the loſs which both 
nations have ſuſtained in the death of the cardinal, by keeping up the ſame 
ſtri& friendſhip with thoſe who ſucceed him in the care of publick affairs. j 
But the main drift of all his converſations muſt be to learn (without appearing | | 
to affect it) in what degree of confidence M. de Morville and the count de | 
Noce ſtand with the regent, and how each of them is affected towards the king | 
our maſter, and towards keeping a good underſtanding with England, as alſo | 
perſonally towards fir Luke Schaub and one another. For avoiding all ſuſpicion i 
Mr. Walpole muſt forbear writing to me by the poſt; but as ſoon as he has 
informed himſelf as thoroughly as he can, of the abovementioned particulars, | 
and of the ſtate of the French affairs in general, he muſt diſpatch to me pri- i 
vately ſome truſty ſervant, whom he muſt take along with him for that purpoſe, 
with a full relation of what is come to his knowledge, and under pretence of 
viſiting ſome of the neighbouring palaces, &c. &c. muſt take occaſion to ſtay | 
in France, till he receives his majeſty's farther orders. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. | 


Obtains the miſſion of Horace Walpole to Paris, without the knowledge of lord | | 
Carteret.— Good effefs to be derived from that event. 

DEAR SIR, | Hanover, Sept. 25, 1723. 
"OU will ſee by the encloſed, which the king has ſeen and approved of, that Hardwicke 

| I have had the good fortune to bring about in a quiet way, and without PaPers. | 


our colleague's being conſulted, what we of all things had the moſt reaſon to Co. 
wiſh 


—— — On een 
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Period III. wiſh for, which is the prevailing with the king to take ſuch a ſtep, as cannot 


1720 to 1727. fail to 


ſet our intereſt in a clearer light, and to put us on a better foot with 


1723. the court of France. For tho? my brother Horace Walpole's inſtructions, 


are not to own to any one living, his being employed by the king (which he 
muſt be ſure ſtrictly to comply with, that we may be irreproachable on that 
head) yet all the world will eafily comprehend, that he does not take Paris in 
his way to Hanover, merely out of curioſity, or without the king's approba- 
tion. And if he executes his commiſſion with his ufual dexterity, the effe& 


will either be, that he will make ſuch diſcoveries, as muſt end in getting 


Schaub recalled; or at leaſt that Schaub, finding we have credit enough to get 
ſo near a relation ſent over to ſuperintend him, will ſo far conſider his own 
fituation, as to act in a more open and ſincere manner towards us, and think 
it neceſſary to make a merit to himſelf of appearing to throw that intereſt into 
our hands, which after ſuch a tacit declaration in our favour, it may no longer 


be in his power to withold from us. And as that intereſt has hitherto been 


the chief, and is at preſent in a manner the only hold and ſupport of our an- 
tagoniſts, this affair, if managed with diſcretion, will wound them in the moſt 


vital and ſenſible part; and being therefore of ſuch great conſequence to us, 


I hope you will prevail with my brother Horace, to undertake the journey 
without any difficulty or delay. 

I would adviſe him not to mention any thing to fir Luke Schaub, or the 
French miniſters, of the match that is in agitation for the counteſs of Platen's 


daughter with M. de la Vrilliere, except they take notice of it to him firſt; 


in which caſe he is to expreſs himſelf ſtrongly for it; that we may ſteer clear 
of the imputation of deſigning to obſtruR it; it being what our friends here 
are all well inclined to. I defire that your anſwer, to be encloſed, may be ſe- 
parate, and ſuch as it may be proper to ſhew to the king. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Intrigues to obtain the appointment of marſhal Hartenberg to be firſl miniſter.— 
Townſhend carries his point. Gains the confidence of the ducheſs of Kendal. 
—Procures the place of commiſſary for Walpole's friend, in oppoſition to the 
earneſt recommendation of lords Cadogan and Carteret, —Lord Middleton's 
letter to his ſon on Wood's patent. 


Hanover, 
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Hanover, Oct. 2, 1723. 
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1 Am now able to ſend you an account of the whole progreſs and happy ter. 172922727» 


' mination of an affair, which has given me the only folid uneaſineſs I have 
felt ſince my being here, and which looked ſo unpromiſing in ſome of its aſ- 
peQs, that I did not care to alarm you with. any part of it, till all was over, and 
it had taken its turn one way or other. 

While we were extremely intent on guarding againſt the attacks of our ene- 
mies, and had all the ſucceſs that way which could be defired; it happened, 
that the indiſcretion of fome of our friends, had like to have ended in worſe 
conſequences than the utmoſt efforts of the former could have brought about. 
The mareſchal, ever fince his being here, has been labouring in the moſt eager 
and impatient manner to get himſelf declared miniſter: and not being able to 
carry his point with that eaſe and expedition he wiſhed for, he threatened, 
and certainly had thoughts of quitting the king's ſervice altogether, and car- 
ried his indiſcretion ſo far as to grow very negligent in his attendance, and 
even to withdraw himſelf from court for ſome weeks, under frivolous pre- 
tences. But this was not all; for tho” the ducheſs acted a very fincere part 
towards him in this affair, and ſtrained her intereſt, perhaps farther than was 
adviſeable, to gratify his eagerneſs and ambition; yet the mareſchal, partly thro* 
impatience, and partly thro* a falſehood and indireQneſs, too habitual to him 
(of which I ſhall be able to give you ſtronger proofs than T wiſh for, when we 
meet) could not forbear making his court privately to perſons of the oppoſite 
faction, and looking out for aſſiſtanee in that quarter, from whence accounts 
of all his praiſes were conſtantly brought round to the ducheſs. 

This infidelity, in one whom the ducheſs honoured with her chief confi- 
dence, has, you may be fure, given her great uneaſineſs. However, it has 
had the immediate good effect, of making her more open and unreſerved to- 
wards me, and I believe, I may venture to ſay, ſhe repoſes a more entire 
confidence in me at preſent, than in any other perſon about the king. I was 
very true to the mareſchal in his grand affair, and notwithſtanding the diſco- 
veries that have been made, adviſed the ducheſs to preſs his being declared 
miniſter, in which ſituation it is very poſſible, he may ſignify lefs than he did 
before. At leaſt he will ſerve to exclude ſome more dangerous perſon from 
being brought over to England, and will ſave us from the difficulties and un- 
certainties that always attend a change of hands. I neither did, nor could 
(after ſome things that are come to my knowledge) endeavour to re-eſtabliſh 


the mareſchal's character of integrity with the ducheſs, and as I believe it mo- 


rally 
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Period HT. rally impoſſible, that he ſhould ever regain her confidence entirely, the bring. 


1720to 1727. . 
— 


1723. 


ing him back to England muſt, I think, of courſe have the effect of throwing 
her into our hands, where I am ſure neither the king nor ſhe have, or ſnall 
diſcover any falſehood. The event has been, chat the king has promiſed the 
mareſchal to take him into the miniſtry; and I believe it will be done before 
the journey to Berlin, which was declared yeſterday, tho? the time of his ma- 
jeſty's ſetting out, is not yet fixed. He is till to keep his mareſchall's place, 
and his going back to England, is made an expreſs condition of his nomination. 
This has ſet all right again, and the mareſchal and I are as dear friends as 
ever, ſetting aſide a little ſhyneſs and aukwardneſs on his part, which I verily 
believe is owing to the conſciouſneſs of his own wrong behaviour and inſin- 
cerity, ſince I am very ſure he can have nothing to object to me in this whole 
affair. 


At the ſame time, the mareſchal was playing theſe tricks, M. Hattorf had 


taken a poſitive reſolution not to return any more to England. Tho' his 


motives were certainly only the want of health, and the inconveniences ariſing 
from his own private affairs, (his ſincerity and integrity being above all ſuſpi- 
cion), yet this added very much to my uneaſineſs, as it opened a way for 


taking ſome other German over. But upon the ducheſs and my aſſurances 


of ſuch returns of friendſhip from you and me, as his moſt irreproachable 


conduct towards the king, and kind inclination towards us, very well deſerve, 


he has altered his mind, and will certainly go over; ſo that upon the whole, I 
hope every thing will ſtand on the ſame good foot as formerly, with this only 
difference and advantage, that the mareſchal by his great dexterity will have 
transferred the aſcendant with the ducheſs from himſelf to us, and may for the 
future ſtand more in need of our aſſiſtance than we of his. 

Lord Carteret told me a few nights ago, that he had ſeen a letter from the 
chancellor of Ireland to his ſon* (who I ſuppoſe is ſent hither chiefly for the 
ſake of carrying on a private correſpondence with lord Carteret) taking notice 
that the coinage of farthings and halfpence for Ireland gave great offence in 
that kingdom; and would probably be inquired into by their parliament. I 
told his lordſhip, that I underſtood this affair of the coinage to have been ſet 
on foot in lord Sunderland's time, and to have been only perfected now: that it 
was thought not only agreeable, but neceſſary to that kingdom; and that even 
if it were otherwiſe, it ill becomes his majeſty's chancellor to be forward in 


4 Alan Brodrick. This letter is printed among the letters on Wood's patent. 
looking 
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looking out for grievances to clog his majeſty's ſervice. He told me that a Period Ill. 
coinage had been deſired by our plantations in America in lord Sunderland's '7*252 1757; 
time, but that he never heard of Ireland's having defired it; but he ſaid he 1723+ 
would write lord Middleton word, that as the coinage was an inherent prero- 
gative of the crown, he did not ſee what either houſe of parliament could have 
to object to it. I give you this hint, that you may conſider what objections 
that affair is liable to, and may give the duke of Grafton notice that this is 
likely to be one of the; rubs that will be thrown in his way. 

The king will go directly from Berlin to the Goehrde, and our ſcheme will 
be to prevail with him to ſet out for England about the 20th of November, 
N. S. but this. will depend ſo much on the weather, and the diverſion he meets 
with in hunting, that no conjecture can be made, what ſucceſs our ſolicitations 

are likely to meet with. If the affair ofthe ſupplies ſhould make it abſolutely 
neceſſary for his majeſty to meet the parliament before Chriſtmas, I defire 
you would let me know it, as ſoon as you can, and that you would in that 
caſe, about the latter end of this month, O. S. ſend me over ſuch a letter as 
may be proper to be ſhewn to his majeſty, ſetting forth the neceſſity of his re- 
turn in ſtrong, tho” reſpettful terms. 

I received yeſterday morning your letter of the rack Septentber, with an 
account of the vacancy likely to happen by fir William Strickland's death, and 

at noon lord Carteret and I had a fair battle before the king, he for Burroughs 
and I for Weſcomb. His lordſhip begun by ſaying, that lord Cadogan had 
recommended Burroughs, and had formerly obtained a promiſe in his favor, that 
it was true Mr. Walpole, as he had heard, had propoſed Weſcomb, but that he 
was ſo much a creature of the duke of Argyle's, that his lordſhip ſuppoſed his 
majeſty would not think it proper to truſt a poſt of ſuch conſequence in rela- 
tion to military affairs in Weſcomb's hands. I told the king, that I appre- 
hended the diſpute not to be whether Burroughs or Weſcomb ſhould have 
this place (which was a matter in itſelf perfectly indifferent to you and me) 
but whether lord Cadogan had ſhewn himſelf ſo very abſtemious in point of 
profit, that his majeſty could think it for his ſervice to have not only the army, 
but all poſts relating to it, and even ſuch as were intended for a check and 
controul on the indirect practices of officers, entirely ſubjected to lord Ca- 
dogan and his friends. That, as for Weſcomb, all that I knew of him was, 
that lord Carteret himſelf had formerly brought him to me, and recommended 
him as a very honeſt man, and that he had the good fortune to do his majeſty 
ſome ſervice by his diſcoverys in Spain laſt year. That as for his being a 
VOL, II. PART ll. ND creature 
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creature of the duke of Argyle's, I thought it ſo far from an objedtion in the 
preſent caſe, that this circumſtance might poſſibly make him a ſtricter check 
without at all interfering with lord Cadogan's command, which as his majeſty 
knew, I had never endeavored to leſſen or break in upon. The king's anſwer 
was, Vous avez raiſon je veux que Weſcomb ait la charge; and then he rebuked 
lord Carteret for inſinuating, that this would interfere with the command, ſince 
a commiſſary's only buſineſs was to ſee that his majeſty and the public were 
not cheated. Perhaps you may have ſome curioſity to know what my good 
colleague's behavior was upon this victory. We came home very lovingly 


together, and he was laviſh on his old topick, how well he intended to live 


Townſhend 
P a pers. 


with you and me. I beg that theſe partieulars may not be mentioned to any 
body but the duke of Newcaſtle; fince nothing would give his majeſty greater 
oftence, than our making any ſuch affair a matter of triumph, and the leſs we 
boaſt, the more we ſhall GY * to boaſt of. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Horace Walpole gone to Paris with proper inſtructions.— Opinion of Law con- 
cerning count Noce.—Lord Peterborough informs him of the fituation and 
ſentiments of the duke of Orleans.—The removal of fir Luke Schaub necęſ 
fary.—Rumour that lord Carteret is going embaſſador to France. —Accuſes 
lord Midleton and the Brodericks of fomenting the diſcontents in Ireland, 
on account of Wood's patent. Ii the coinage. 

MY LORD, Whitehall, Oct. 2—12, 1723. 

Y brother Horace is gone this morning for France, and his inſtructions, 

and the part he is to act, are as well confidered and ſettled betwixt us, 
as we are capable of doing. I have ſeen Mr. Law ſeveral} times fince I had 
your directions how to behave to him, and have ſhewn all reaſonable civilities, 
and am ſure I have fo ordered my brother's journey to Paris with him, that 


| he thinks Horace goes by his advice, and has not the leaſt ſuſpicion of any 


ſuch thing being ordered from Hanover; he was very preſſing with me, that 
Horace ſhould go that way, thought it would be of great uſe and ſatisfadion 
to the duke of Orleans, to talk with one ſo related. I tried in general con- 
verſation, to learn his opinion of count de Nocë. He thinks him capricious, 
and not to be depended upon, and tho? in other things, and in private life, he 
may have a great ſhare of the duke of Orleans's favour and intimacy, he does. 
not ſeem to apprehend that he will have much to do in buſineſs. 

I have 
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Orleans, thinks what he ſays has great weight, and gives the ſame charaQter of 
count de Noce, as Mr. Law does. Theſe were the only two perſons, that I 
could apprehend, might be writing into France upon Horace's going that way; 
and as I was obliged, upon other occaſions, to ſee and diſcourſe them, I thought 
it was proper to learn what I could of them, and give them a right way of 
thinking upon this occaſion, Lord Peterborough brought me perſonal com- 
pliments from the duke of Orleans, by his order, which I know to be true, 
becauſe both fir Luke and Mr. Crawford wrote me word it was ſo: but as you 
know his converſations are infinitely too long to bring within the compaſſe of 
of a letter, tis needleſſe to think of giving you an account of them; but what 
concerns ourſelves, immediately, and perſonally, I think you ſhould know. 
He ſays, great pains have been, and are taken, to this day, to perſuade the 
duke of Orleans, that a good underſtanding betwixt him and us, is impraQti- 
cable; that we muſt be look'd upon as occaſional, and temporary friends to 
France; that we have not the affedtion of the king our maſter, but are em- 
ploy*d out of neceſſity only; that we are now loſt too with the prince; and 
from theſe premiſes, I think the inference is plain. He ſays, the duke of Or- 
leans found among the late cardinal's papers, ſeverall papers and correſpon- 
dencies with the cardinal, fir Luke Schaub, and lord Carterett, upon theſe 
ſubjetts, that have given the duke a great averſion and contempt for fir Luke; 
and all theſe things, he relates from the duke's own mouth; and you may be 
ſure, concludes with his anſwering and removing all theſe prejudices. But if 
be is a judge, or we are at all to believe what he ſays, the removing fir Luke 
Schaub would be an acceptable ſervice to the duke of Orleans. I had almoſt 
forgott to tell you, that Bolingbroke is named in the correſpondencies, found 
among the cardinal's papers; and he makes the deſign of his (B's) wife com- 
ing over laſt year, a deep plot. DS | 

I fuppoſe you will have heard by this time, of the report of lord Carterett's 
going embaſſadour to France; this I take to be another of their own ſtories, 
raiſed by themſelves to be complained of. But perhaps it may ſurpriſe you to 
hear, that in the laſt letters from Paris, it is ſaid, a certain houſe is hired for 
lord Carterett; and this ſame account, in three letters that I knew of, one from 
lord to lady Lanſdown, one from Henry Berkley to Mr, Pulteney, and one 
from a banker at Paris to Mr. Drummond. | | 


Nne Sir 
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laſt travels; he boaſts much of the good offices he did us with the duke of 72 
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Sir William Strickland being again upon the mending hand, I hear Cadogan 


will try another pull for his friend Burroughs, their ſuperiority is now talk'd 
up again as high as ever. I only tell you theſe things, juſt as they happen, but 
muſt from hence take occafion to obſerve to you, from that part of your laſt 


letter, where you tell me, the ducheſſe hopes I will take care to ſet matters 
right in England; that it will be impoſſible for me or any body elſe to do it, 


as long as things reſt upon the foot they now are: they are form'd, cabal, and 
every where by their creatures declare openly againſt us. We keep the con- 


trary appearances; whatever events would contribute to give us ereditt, in the 


eye of the world, we are filent upon, and muſt not triumph; they not only 


| boaſt of the little advantages they do gain, but aſſume to themſelves the creditt 


of thoſe very things that are over-ruled againſt them, that they are ſaid to do 
every thing, and we do nothing. But indeed, my lord, if this conteſt is ſuk. 
fer'd to ſubſiſt, and the king will not be perſuaded to make it very plain on one 
ſide or other, you'll ſee they'l begin the next ſeſſion as they ended the laſt; and 
I am ſure tis impoſſible to have lord chancellour, or lord Berkley, but by ſhew- 
ing them that we have the power. The firſt is out of town again; the lat- 
ter, with whom I din'd laſt week, I thought again not altogether ſo warm and 
cordial as before, and theſe — happen ws as they are inform'd, and 
think the wind blows. 

I ſuppoſe you make no doubt at all firm: what corner the attack in the 
Iriſh parliament, upon the copper coinage ariſes; lord Middleton indeed de- 


claring againſt it, but his ſon taking the lead with ſeverall warm, virulent, and ſcur- 


* Probabl 
the ducheſs 
of Kendal. 


rilous invectives; with his ſon, join'd his ſecretary, his purſe bearer, and three 
or four immediate dependants, who appear'd openly with violence. You ob- 
ſerv'd, that previous notice was ſent of this to Hanover; and ſurely in a pro- 
per time and manner the king may be convinced, with whom the Brodericks 
are link*d, and by whom influenced, which was too notorious laſt winter, to be 
at all doubted. Lord Carterett, in this attack, has different views; he ſlurs 
the duke of Grafton, he flings dirt upon me, who paſs'd the patent, and makes 
ſomebody * uneaſy, for whoſe ſake it was done; and this is one of the inſtances, 
wherein theſe that think themſelves in danger, begin to be upon the offenſive. 
And as I think a good uſe may be made of this, if it is rightly turn'd, ſo it may 
not be improper to appriſe your lordſhip a little of the matter. I was appre- 
henſive, and had notice of this deſign before the parliament mett, and wrote 
accordingly twice to Ireland upon the fubje; but it appears to me, that the 
thing took an unpopular turn, and thoſe who ſhould have ſtem'd the torrent, 


rather 
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rather fell in with the popular cry, than ſatt about oppoſing it: the Brodericks 
brought it on with great precipitation, and without conſidering, or indeed un- 
derſtanding the caſe; the parliament has come to the reſolutions, of which I 
ſend you a copy incloſed. And now I have ſeen the reſolutions, and the ſe- 
verall objections that were made againſt the patent, which are likewiſe ſent me 
over, I am aſtoniſhed that an aſſembly ſhould come into ſuch reſolutions, that are 
all falſe in fact: and indeed I was a good deal concerned till I ſaw what they 
did object, leaſt by inadvertency or by being impos'd upon, we might out of 
a deſire of doing the ſervice have lett this ſlip through our fingers, liable to 
more objeQions, than I was aware of. But moſt certainly 'tis not ſo; and 
unleſſe they do inſiſt in Ireland, that the king ſhall paſs no ſuch patent for 
coining money in England, which is the only ſenſe of the laſt reſolution, there 
is nothing in all they ſay; and ſurely this will never be admitted or ſuffered 
to be a doctrine here, becauſe it is a prerogative never diſputed, and often 
exerciſed. *Tis fitt you ſhould know, that what is voted of the patentee's not 
complying with his contract, is all falſe; there is not the leaſt foundation for 
ſaying, there were different impreſſions, and of different weights. The patentee, 
nor any body for him was never heard. And that reſolution, that makes the loſſe 
150 per cent. is founded upon a computation, that copper uncoined is worth 
but 12d. per lib. but a pound of copper halfpence and farthings are by the 
patent to paſſe for 25. 6d. ergo the loſs is 15. 6d. But a pound of copper 
prepar'd for the mint at London, coſts there 15. 6d. the charge of coining a 
pound of copper, is at the mint 4d. and I think the duty of a pound of copper 
coin'd, imported into Ireland is 2d. per lb. beſides the exchange, &c. which 
with all allowances, comes to 209. per cent. and all this laid is aſide, and the 
copper money valued at the ſuppoſed value of the ruff Iriſh copper, which is 
much inferiour to Engliſh copper. 

I have enter'd thus far into this affair to give you ſome fatisfaQtion, that you 
may ſee, when the matter is conſidered, it may be ſupported; which truly is 
the caſe, by all that I can learn on both ſides of the queſtion; that there is a 
profitt in all theſe things, there is no doubt, that theſe grants are allways ſup- 
pos'd beneficial, and in this caſe, the money is better than ever was in Ire- 
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land. There was a misfortune in the conducting this matter in Ireland, which 


I'l take another opportunity to explain to you; but among friends, you know 
the Iriſh ſecretary of ſtate is all Balm of Gilead. But you'l be very much 
miſtaken, if you think the ſpirit that was ſhewn in Ireland upon this occa- 

ſion, 
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Period III. fion, was not wholly owing to the full perſuaſion of the ſuperiority that is 
29777 thought to be againſt us. Mr. Broderick did every thing but name me in 


1723 . 


his ſpeeches; and in his refleQions upon the miniſters, did to the ſenſe and ap- 
prehenſion of every hearer, diſtinguiſh betwixt miniſters, that I make not the 
leaſt doubt, but the whole was concerted. Since I wrote what is above, I 


have received two letters together from lord chancellor Middleton, full of his 


falſhood and little cunning, and the latter is to explain off the former; I ſhall 
be very ſhort in my anſwer, | 

I received an account laſt night, that Jack Smith * was certainly dead. 
which, tho? 'tis not yet known in town, is certainly true. This may give an 
opportunity of diſpoſing of Treby, and putting in Mr. Pellham, which 1 
ſuppoſe will be done by the rule of keeping things open till the king's return. 
I beg you will gett immediately a promiſe from the king not to diſpoſe of it, 
nor to be ingaged to any body elſe; for I think by the things that are now 
vacant, we may ſettle our affairs in parliament to our content. I cannot 
enough admire your conduct in the marechal's affair, it was as nice and dif- 
ficult a taſk, as was ever upon the tapis, and it was impoſſible for mortal man 


to manage it better. 


As for the meeting of the parliament, I am very clearly of opinion, it 
ſhould not meet before Chriſtmas: you know from what I wrote upon the affair 
of the ſubſidy, I cannot pretend not to be able to ſubſiſt the army, which we 
have made proviſion for till the latter end of February; and indeed I am of 
the dutcheſle's opinion, that tis better to make the king eaſy by ſtaying late 
this year, which may prevent another year's expedition, than to haſten him 


over, when 'tis of no ſervice, I allways thought the adjournments at Chriſt- 


mas, tended more to cabals, than all other occaſions. I have given the duke 
of Newcaſtle the particulars relating to Monſ. Hattorff's lodgings, and have 
given all other neceſſary orders for the diſpatch of what he is pleas'd to deſire; 
and you may aſſure Monſ. Hattorffe, I will take effectual care, that every 
thing ſhall be done againſt he comes, entirely to his ſatisfaction: and pray my 
lord, take this occaſion, of giving him my aſſurances of my moſt ſincere re- 
ſpett, and beſt ſervices to him. The duke of Kent has been with me, and is 
willing rather to take the 20001. per annum, than be kept any longer in ſuſ- 
penſe. I do not trouble you with my own indiſpoſitions, but I have been 


really worſe for a few days laſt week, than I have often been, my ail lies wholly 


Teller of the exchequer. + Secretary at war. : 
In 
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in my head, tis certainly ſomething of a goutiſh humour, which not fixing Period III. 


in my limbs, flies about me, and often affefts my head and ſtomach. 1 think (73292 1727» 


you are entirely in the right, to fix St. Martin's for Claggett; for your brother 
now taking the part of Egerton, tis neceſſary to ſhow them they cannot carry 
it; and Claggett muſt ſee, and ſay to whom he owes it. Manni is gone back: 
J have neither time nor patience to trouble you any farther now, but will ex- 
plain that matter further to you next opportunity. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND, 


On the diſturbances in Ireland about Wood's patent. — Tranſmits the addreſſes 
of both houſes, and a ſketch of the king*s anſwer. —Recommends a due mixture 
of moderation and firmneſs. 
MY LORD, Whitehall, Oct. 11—23, 1723. 
HAVING nothing to trouble your lordfhip with, that preſſes in point of 
time, but what concerns the addreſſes of the Iriſh parliament, I chooſe 
to defer fending a meſſenger till next week, and to truſt this to the common 
poſt. I have tranſmitted to my lord Carteret the addreſſes of both houſes to 
the king, to be laid before his majeſty; and as I think the only preſent con- 
fideration is, what anſwer his majeſty ſhall give to them, it ſeems to me a mat- 
ter of great nicety and difficulty; for as they haye made this the firſt buſineſſe 
of the ſeſſion, and every thing, that concerns the government, is ſtill behind, if 
an anſwer diſtaſtful to the Iriſh nation ſhould be given, it may be of ill conſe- 
quence, and create many new difficulties in Ireland, which perhaps was one of 
the chief defigns in bringing this matter on, On the other hand, fince *tis 
moſt certain, that they have gone on fo precipitately, as to be miſtaken in all 
their facts, it muſt never be admitted, that the king in his anſwer ſhould take 
thoſe things for granted which are not true, or yield in that generall point, 


wherein both houſes ſo expreſsly declare againſt the coining any money in 


Great Britain for Ireland; which makes me of opinion, that the king's anſwer 
ſhould be general, and ſomewhat to this effect: “ That his majeſty is very 
much concerned to ſee, that the granting this patent, agreeable to the practice 
of his royal predeceſſors, had given fo much uneaſineſſe to his ſubjetts of Ire- 
land: and if there have been any abuſes committed by the patentee, that his 
majeſty is willing to give the neceſſary orders for inquiring into and pu- 
niſhing thoſe abuſes, and will do every thing that is in his power, for the ſatis- 
faction of his people.“ 

Some- 


1723. 


Townſhend 
Papers. 


Private. 
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Something of this kind, I ſhould hope would anſwer the preſent purpoſe, at 


yaw fl leaſt, make all thoſe who pretend to be zealous for the king's ſervice, inex- 


1723. 


cuſable, if upon this account they putt any ſtop to the king's buſineſſe, and 
indeed it is impoſſible for the king to do any thing more; for that Wood has 
not tranſgreſſed againſt his patent, 1s moſt certain; that the profitt upon the 
undertaking is ſo far from being 150 per cent. that tis demonſtrable tis un- 
der 20 per cent.; that the patent being an abſolute grant for 14 years, tis not 
in the power of the crown, to reverſe or revoke it, but upon a due courſe of 
law by ſcire facias, or other writt; and that tis impoſſible to aſſign and prove 
any ſuch breaches. of the terms and conditions of the patent, as in any degree 
ſhall invalidate or make void the grant; that the granting ſuch patents is an 


undoubted prerogative of the crown, exercis'd and praftis'd by ſeveral of the 


king's predeceſſors; that the laſt coinage of copper money in Ireland, was by 
a grant from king William for 21 years to private perſons; and the preceding 
coinage was by alike grant from king James the 2d; and that the money coin'd 
by virtue of thoſe patents, was much inferiour to this, both in weight and good- 


neſſe of copper. This being the ſtate of the caſe, I cannot tell what better to 


Hardwicke 
Papers, 


adviſe, than not give ſuch an anſwer as may provoke a fitting parliament, be- 
fore the king's buſineſſe is done, and yett not make ſuch conceſſions as ſhall 
give up any part of the king's prerogative, or admitt a blame where there is 
really none. We have this day apprehended George Willſon, I have juſt 


examined him very briefly. He hitherto denies. roundly; but I believe by 


next poſt, I ſhall give a pretty good account of him. Yeſterday died lord 
Cowper, after a few days illneſſe of a ſtrangury, attended with a feavour. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Obtains letters credential for Horace Walpole. —Aſtoniſhment and chagrin of 
lord Carteret on that occaſion. —Townſhend's influence with the king—not ap- 
prehenſive of any oppoſition. —Is ſurpriſed at the addreſſes of the two houſes 
of parliament in Ireland _— Wood's ane. 

DEAR SIR,  Gohrde, Oct. 25, 1723. 


J Am heartily glad to find by yours of the 1ſt, that my brother Horace 
was ſet out for Paris; and that you had managed matters ſo dexterouſly, 
as to make Mr. Law believe his taking that route, was the effect of his advice. 
The king's agreeing to ſend my brother Horace over thither, was a great mark 
of his confidence towards us; but {till, as he was under the ſtricteſt obligations 


of 
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ll, 
ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 281 My 


of concealing his commiſſion, every body was at liberty to ſpeculate and to Period III. 
doubt, if they could, whether his journey was undertaken by the king's direc- —— 
tion or not. But I have the ſatisfaction to acquaint you, that that affair is put 1723. 
paſt all diſpute, by the king's making ſuch a declaration in our favor, as muſt 
convince the moſt credulous, how low lord Carteret's intereſt is ſunk. Upon 
my only fuggeſting to the king, that it might facilitate Horace's commiſſion, 
if he had ſome credential from his majeſty, during his ſtay at Paris; and telling 
bim, that the admiſſion of the king of Portugal into the quadruple alliance, 
furniſhed a handle for ſending him a full power, his majeſty immediately re- 
liſhed the propoſal, and undertook to ſtart it the next day to lord Carteret, 
as his own thought, which he accordingly did with great dexterity, and gave 
his lordſhip (who did not dare to make the leaſt difficulty) poſitive orders, to 
ſend into England by this meſſenger, for the proper inſtruments for that pur- 
poſe. This indiſputable mark of confidence towards us, and negle& towards 
lord Carteret and Schaub, cannot fail to induce the duke of Orleans and the 
French miniſter to open themſelves towards my brother Horace, and to court 
our friendſhip; and the king's putting ſo near a relation of our's, over Schaub's 
head, in a court, where the whole ſecret of affairs centers at preſent in lord 
Carteret's province, and in the ſtrength and heart of his intereſt, will be ſuch 
a publication to the world of the ſuperiority of our credit, that I think a 
ſtronger neither can, nor ought to be defired at preſent. I make no doubt, 
but the accounts the king has received of the boaſts of our adverſarys, have 
contributed to the drawing down this mortifying ſtroke on their heads, which 
I can aſſure you, has ſo aſtoniſhed lord Carteret, that I never obſerved in him 
on any occaſion, ſuch viſible marks of deſpair; and I am as ſure as, I can be 
of any thing, that our not appearing deſirous of having declarations made in 
our favor, will be the ſureſt way of obtaining them, let the ſuperiority of our 
adverſarys be cried up as much as it will in England. I do affure you, that 
the contrary is known and felt, and owned here, even by lord Carteret him- 
ſelf; and I believe, if you will reflect on what has paſſed, as to the diſpoſition 
of preferments, or the keeping them open; you yourſelf muſt be ſatisfied, 
that lord Carteret's friends cannot think in their hearts, that thoſe matters 
have gone as he wiſhed they ſhould. His friend Bernſdorf, is now at his 
country ſeat, but two or three German miles from this place, waiting in vain 
for an invitation to come hither, and not daring to come without it. 
The king is determined to remove lord Middleton, whenever you think it 
for the ſervice; and tho” I take it for granted you would not wiſh to have it 
VOL, Il, PART 11. 00 done 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


done in the heat of the preſent ſtupid enquiry, it will only depend on you 
to ſend for the ſeals from him when you pleaſe. The teller's place, tho” lord 
Sutherland has writ earneſtly for it, will be kept open, till the king's return; 
and I make not the leaſt doubt will then be diſpoſed of in the manner you 
ſhall judge moſt for the public ſervice. How affairs ſtand with the ducheſs, I 
have already fully informed you, as likewiſe how clear a courſe I have ſteered in 
relation to the other ladys; and what the king's daily civilities to me are, who- 
ever will write truth from this place, is able to witneſs: ſo that upon the whole, 
our campaign upon this ſide of the water, has been much more ſucceſsful than 
I dared to promiſe myſelf; and I think ought to ſupport you under ſuch idle 
rumours at London, as it would hardly be in our power to prevent, but by ſuch 
unreaſonable and importunate demands, as would check and ſtarve the growth 
of our intereſt, and help to turn thoſe rumours themſelves into reality. 

I have read over Wood's paper, and am amazed how any grave aſſembly 
could come to ſuch raſh and falſe aſſertions. I have writ my mind freely to 


the duke of Grafton on this ſubjea, and defire you would let me have your 


thoughts, what anſwer ſhould be returned to the monſtrous addreſſes of the 
two houſes. I ſhould be glad to know, whether it be true in fact, that former 
patentees were obliged to exchange the copper coin for gold and filver, when 
required. I have not yet troubled the king on the diſagreeable ſubjett of the 
duke of Kent's 20001. per annum, ſince my being here, and ſhould be heartily 
glad that affair might reſt till we come back. The goodneſs of the weather 
makes the diverſions of this place highly agreeable to his majeſty, and I can 
give no gueſs as yet, when we ſhall return to Hanover. 

I beg of you, that the true motive of Horace's journey to France, may re- 
main an entire ſecret to every mortal but the duke of Newcaſtle. I again re- 
peat to you, that I know the ground I ſtand on, that I am ſure I have better 
intereſt here than I ever had in my life; that I deſpiſe the ſhort lived appear- 
ances raiſed to the contrary in England; and I earneſtly defire of you, that the 


| leaſt of the ſecrets I write you, may not be divulged, in order to deſtroy them. 


I am moſt heartily concerned to hear of your late indiſpoſition, and beg of 
you above all things to take care of your health. I return you captain Ber- 
ney's commiſſion ſigned; and am with the greateſt truth and affection, &c. 


ROBERT 
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ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND, Period III. 
1720 to 1727. 


Informs him that every proper method was taken to aſſay Wood's coinage, Fuſ. ———— 
_ tifies the difference in the fineneſs between Engliſh and Iriſh half-pence, — 723. 
Macky ſent to Bruſſels as a ſpy, —Recommends Dr. Smallbrook to be biſhop of 
St. David's. 
MY LORD, | | | Whitehall, October 18—29, 1723. 


Have explained the affair of the Iriſh coinage ſo fully to your lordſhip, Townſhend 
that I have little to add upon that ſubject; and by my letter of the 11th in. Papers. 

ſtant, when I ſent the two addreſſes to my lord Carterett, I gave it as my Private. 
opinion, that his majeſty's anſwer ſhould be very generall, expreſſing his con- 

cern at their uneaſineſſe, that his majeſty had done no more than what had been 

done by all his predeceſſors; and that he would do all that is in his power to 

give him ſatisfaction; which I think muſt ſatisfie thoſe that are not determined 

not to be ſatisfied. What your lordſhip ſuggeſts about fir Iſaac Newton, has 

in a great meaſure been done already; fir Iſaac was conſulted in every ſtep in 

paſſing the patent; a controller was directed by the patent, that was to aſſay, 

try, and prove the fineneſſe and goodneſſe of the copper, and the weight of 

the coin; ſir Iſaac Newton was himſelf made the firſt controller; but at his re- 

queſt, Mr. Barton, his nephew, was made the controller in his room. Upon 

the firſt apprehenſion of this trouble, the controller was directed to try and 

prove the coin; and he has reported, that it anſwer'd in all reſpects; this 
report of the controller's was, by order of the treaſury, tranſmitted to Ireland; 

and I underſtand, was laid before the parliament of Ireland, but not at all 
regarded. And as to what is ſaid, that this coinage for Ireland, is not ſo 

good as the laſt coinage for England, it is admitted that the farthings and half 

pence are leſs in weight, which at the time of paſſing the patent, was con- 

fider'd, and found to be neceſſary; for your lordſhip knows the exchange of 

money between England and Ireland, is about 121, per cent. which is above 

3 d. per pound of copper; the duty of importation, is 4 per pound; and the pa- 

tentee then inſiſted, upon what he ſince found true by experience, that he 

fhould be obliged to make an allowance of about 101. per cent. to ſuch per- 

ſons, as ſnouſd take in traffick, quantities of this money at firſt, to iſſue and 
circulate in Ireland. Theſe conſiderations ſufficiently juſtifie the difference in 

the weight of the two coins, when at the ſame time it is admitted on all hands, 

that the Iriſh coin in fineneſſe of metall, exceeds the Engliſh, 
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I think I have never yett given you an account of my ſending Mr, Macky 
privately to reſide at Bruſſels, to learn, and give us what intelligence he could, 
of the late biſhop's motions; he was to perſonate a jacobite, and has aQted his 
part ſo well, that he has got admittance to the biſhop, and into fome degree of 
confidence with him, which he has ſatisfied me in, by ſending me over an. 
original letter from the biſhop to him, all in the biſhop's own hand writing; 
and the accounts he gives me, of their converſations, are very natural and pro- 
bable. There are two pieces of news he has told me, the one is, lord George 
Drummond, has been with the biſhop from the pretender directly, and ftaid 
with him a week incognito. The other is, the biſhop to him, has expreſſed 


great ſatisfaction in general Dillon's being reconciled to the duke of Orleans, 


ſince the death of the cardinal, which the biſhop ſays, was at the inſtance of 
the pretender. And this agrees ſo far with the accounts from France, that 
general Dillon has certainly been for ſome time at Verſailles. But if I am not 
miſtaken, Macky has undertaken, and brought about another buſineſſe, which 
may be of great ſervice to his majeſty ; he has ſett on foot a correſpondence 
betwixt me and Monſ. Jaupain, the poſt maſter generall at Brufſells, who has 


engaged to open and ſend me copies of all letters, that come and go, to the 


biſhop, from all parts of Europe, and whatever elſe, he'may apprehend to be 
of conſequence, and has already ſent me over two letters, ſuppos'd to be to 
and from the biſhop; they are very long, and ev'ry tittle in cypher; I gave 
them to Mr. Wills on Tueſday, and he has not been yett able to decypher 
them. . I have made no abſolute agreement with Mr, Jaupain, but thought L 
had better firſt ſee, how his ſervice would anſwer; but with humble ſubmiſ- 
fion, if it proves of conſequence, I cannot but be of opinion, your brother 
ſecretary is by no means to be truſted with it. Mr. Delafaye, I believe, gave 
you an account laſt poſt, of our apprehending George Willſon: he and ſer- 
jeant Slack ſeem now to be outvying each other, in confeſſing and confirming 


all the particulars, that they know, we know already, but are coſtive about 


all particulars, that they have met with in the printed reports and tryalls. 
The biſhop of St. David's being dead, Dr. Smallbrook is thought on by 
our biſhops to ſucceed him, I ſhall write of this in form in my publick letter, 
but muſt lett you know, the biſhops of London and Exeter are zealouſly for 
Smallbrook, but the biſhop of Wincheſter is for Dr. Sydall, tho' on Tueſ- 
day morning, to me, he awkardly conſented to Dr. Smallbrook. Pray lett 
Smallbrook be immediately diſpatched. I have forgott whether I told you, 
that the biſhop of London has deſired me, that the inſtruments for the clerk 
| of 
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of the cloſett, and the almoner, may now be diſpatch'd for Wincheſter and Period III. 
Exeter. He ſays, Wincheſter muſt have it at laſt, and they ſhall break, and (7222723 


thinks the ſooner tis done the better; and in order to make the doing it now 
more plauſible, by concert with the biſhop of London, when they were all three 
with me, the thing was ſtarted, and I am to propoſe it to the king in form, as 


their joynt opinions. The death of lord Cowper has made a vacancy among 


the governors of the charter houſe. I have told the biſhop of London, I 
thought it very proper that your lordſhip ſhould be elected, which I ſuppoſe 
will not be diſagreeable to you. I have given orders for accepting and pay- 
ing the bills for 4, 300 J. whenever they come, but your lordſhip did not men- 
tion upon whom the bills were drawn. Bills for the 2d 500 J. part of the 
1000 l. are come, and accepted. Since I began this letter, Mr. Wills has 
brought me the two letters from Bruſſels decypher'd, which I ſend your lord. 
ſhip, and have not taken copies of them; they are at leaſt an earneſt of the 
good, we may poffibly expect from this correſpondence.. I am going this af- 
ternoon for Norfolk; the duke of Newcaſtle will conſtantly attend; I wiſh I 
had not quite ſo much occaſion to try what a little country air will do. Is it 
impoſſible, if you think it deſerves regard, to counterplott Alberoni's return 
into Spain? I mean by any thing to be done in France. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND, 
Congratulates him on his ſucceſs at Hanover.—Offers of ſubmiſſion from the 


duke of Leeds to the king.—Neceſſary to watch the late biſhop of Rocheſter at 


Bruſſels.— Duke of Grafton angry.—Embarraſſments about Wood's patent. 
MY LORD, | | Houghton, October 26—Nov. 6, 1723. 
1 Have the pleaſure of your lordſhip's letter of the 25th inſtant, N. S. which 
gave me a great deal of ſatisfaction. I cannot enough admire your dex- 
terity and good conduct, throughout the whole ſummer, and think the ſucceſſe 
you had, muſt and will convince every body, where the power and creditt is; 
and when I ſent you word, of what is ſaid and given out here, I did it gene- 
rally more for your information, rather than out of any apprehenſion, that 
reports are well founded, for *tis fitt you ſhould. know what they ſay. 
I agree with your lordſhip, that it may be better to have the duke of Leeds 
in cuſtody by his own conſent, than to ſend him to the Tower; and I fancy, 
if he does not come over deſignedly as a leading card to try the experiment 
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Period III. for others in the like caſe, he may be lead to aſk and accept the king's pardon 


3 


1723. 


in form; and his writing to me, and incloſing his letter to the king open, 


gives me a good pretence to talk to him in that manner, and I believe the reſt 


of the regents will decline having much to do with him. Whilſt I am writing, 


the poſt is come in, and brings me a letter from the duke of Leeds from Ply- 


mouth of the 17th inſtant. It is all ſubmiſſion, and begging me to interceed 
with the king for his pardon; but he ſays, not being able to travail, he muſt 


take his paſſage by ſea to London, where when he arrives, he will come imme- 


diately to me. I think this may give me an opportunity of managing this 
matter pretty well, wherein I ſhall certainly take the opinion of the lords 


Juſtices. The intercepted letter from Rome, that comes now, has nothing in 
it very material, but as I am perſuaded all buſineſſe will center at Bruſſells, 


2 Atterbury. or at leaſt, that no deſign of conſequence will be kept from the biſnop,“ 1 


cannot but think, if this affair be well managed, it may be of uſe. 
I chooſe not to ſend your letter to the duke of Grafton, he is already 
ſufficiently mortified; I wrote to him two or three letters with great freedom 


whilſt the affair was depending, which he has taken ſo ill, that he has left off 


writing any thing to me but bare office letters; that with your leave, I would 
vex him no more, where *tis of no further uſe. But betwixt you and I, I think 
our friend has ſhewn himſelf a fair weather pilott, that knew not what he had 
to doe, when the firſt ſtorm aroſe, and his friend Conolly has been ſo very 
cunning, that he has ated a part, that almoſt excuſes what the Brodericks have 
done, but their affair deſerves conſideration, for there can be no doubt by 
whom they were ſet on, and if ſome examples are not made, you will have more 
of it. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Ne king propoſes to make a preſent of 3oool. to the counteſs Platen.—The 


Hardwicke 
Papers. 


— 
Copy . 


ducheſs of Kendal is not averſe to the marriage, but jealous leſt the counteſs 
of Platen ſhould contrive to come to Eng land. Satisfactory diſpatches from 
Horace Walpole, | 


DEAR SIR, Gohrde, Nov. 15, 1723. 


HE occaſion of my diſpatching this meſſenger, 1s to acquaint you, that the 
duke of Orleans having at laſt conſented to the making monſieur de la Vril- 


liere a duke, and the match by that means going on, his majeſty has been pleaſed, 


upon 
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upon this occaſion, to think of making a preſent to the counteſs of Platen, to- Period III. 


wards the charges of fitting the young lady out, and of removing with her to 
Paris. As the counteſs is none of the beſt economiſts, and her family affairs are 
by that means in no very good ſituation, the king has thoughts of making her a 
preſent of three thouſand pounds; and though he is ſenſible that the preſents 
lately made with political views have come thick upon you, yet he deſires you 
- would, if poſſible, order matters fo as to accept bills on Lowther for one half 
of this ſum about a fortnight hence, and for the remainder about a fortnight 
after. The occaſion is ſuch, as is not likely to return. I have acquainted 
the ducheſs with my writing to you on this ſubject, who is perfeQly eaſy in our 
helping this matter forward, but is very much diſturbed at the proſpect, ſhe 
thinks there is of the counteſs's making uſe of the intereſt this match will give 
her at the court of France, towards removing into England, which may ſo 
much eaſier be compaſſed from thence, than from this country. I have ſa- 
tisfied her, that the only way to prevent this, is to have ſome miniſter in 
France whom we can confide in, and who may have influence enough with 
the French court, to make them divert the counteſs from any ſuch thoughts, 
Which propoſal, ſhe reliſhes as well as can be deſired, and I am fully ſatis- 
fied, no endeavors of her's will be wanting, to put matters there on a better 
foot. 

I received an expreſs from Horace at Paris, this raorning, with diſpatches 
that are very ſatisfadtory, and much to his credit ; they are at preſent before 
the king; but as we are to celebrate the feſtival of St. Hubert (the German 
Holyrood) this evening, I ſhall defer entering into the detail of them, till I 
can ſend you an account how they operate. I have received your letter of 
the 18th October, and am in hopes the Bruſſels correſpondence may turn to 
good account, 

There is ſome talk of our moving from this place the beginning of this 
week; but it is as yet uncertain, and if the ſport ſhould continue as good as it 
was this morning, nothing will induce the king to change this place for Ha- 
nover, till the froſts come in. Mr. Poyntz added the laſt paragraph by miſ- 
take; for I verily believe the king will leave this place the beginning of next 
week. I am yours moſt entirely. 


LORD 
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Paton enrol LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 
os: Marſhal Hartenberg declared miniſter, —Cabals to delay the king's departure 
for England. 
MY DEAR LORD, , | Hanover, Noyember 27, 1723. 
1 J Received the honor of your grace's letter of the th inſtant, O. S. at the 
— Gohrde, which place we left on Wedneſday. The mareſchal is at laſt de- 


clared miniſter, upon the king's return to this place; and we ſhall ſoon ſee, 
whether his being ſecurely poſſeſſed of the dignity he has ſo long been working 
at, will make him return to a more uniform behavior towards his old friends, 
and renounce his new alliances as no longer neceſſary. I have ſome reaſon 
to believe, that he looks on lady Walſingham as his determined enemy; and 
that this joined to his natural falſehood, has driven him to tamper with the 
oppoſite faction: but be the cauſe what it will, the effect is ſo certain, that 
your grace may depend upon it, this new acceſſion of power will not help to 
reſtore him to the dutcheſs's confidence; tho“ I have moſt earneſtly deſired 
her grace, and ſhe has been pleaſed to promiſe me, to keep fair with him, which 
I think it neceſſary we ſhould all endeavor to do, that if he ſhould be mad 
enough to throw himſelf in other hands, we may not reproach ourſelves with 


| having driven him to it, but may hold the door open for him to return to his 


only true intereſt. 


I have taken care, in a private manner, to prepare the king againſt any ſur- 
prize in relation to the primacy of Ireland; and I believe your grace may aſ- 
ſure the biſhop of London, that whenever the vacancy happens, it will be 
filled up as he propoſes. | | 

Great cabals are carrying on here, in order to detain the king longer in this 
place than we wiſh for. The next full moon happens on the eleventh of De- 
cember, new ſtyle, and our endeavor muſt be to prevail with him to make uſe 


of it, ſince otherwiſe he will probably ſtay till the 10th of January. He has 


as yet taken no reſolution on that head, and I ſhould be glad to have your 
grace's and Mr, Walpole's opinion, how far it may be neceſſary to preſs this 
point, ſuppoſing it ſhould prove diſagreeable. 


LORD 
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ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND, Period III. 
1720tO 1727. 
Rejoices at the happy ſituation of affairs at Hanover.—His brother Horace doe’... 


not believe the duke of Orleans 1s inclined to obtain a dukedom for M. de la 1723s 

Vrilliere.—Schaub's imdiſcretion. —Recommends at the ſuggeſtion of biſhop 

Gibſon, Dr. Sydal for the deanery of Rocheſter, in oppoſition to biſhop 

Hoadley, who recommends Dr. Burſcaugh. 

MY DEAR LORD, | Whitehall, Nov. 19—30, 1723, 

] Am infinitely pleaſed at the happy ſituation you find your affairs in, and am Townfhend: 

very glad you have ſo much ſatisfaction in your buſineſſe, as to atone to 1 
you in ſome degree, for your long abſence from home, and the great trouble 
and perplexities that you muſt have been engaged in. Although my country 
expedition may have flung my affairs into a little arrear, I do aſſure you, the 
benefit I have found, makes me ample amends, and IT hope I ſhall now be able 
to make a winter's campaign, which I had more than a little reaſon to be ap- 
prehenſive about, when I left this place. 

I am very glad Horace's diſpatches have given you ſuch fatisfaAtion ; and I 
hope the letter I here ſend you from him to the duke of Newcaſtle will have 00 
the ſame good ſucceſſe. I cannot account for Horace's long reaſoning about il 
the affair of Monſ. Vrilliere, and think he muſt ſurely be miſtaken in his ap- | 1 
prehenſions, by what your lordſhip writes to me in your private letter of the 
4-1 5th inſtant. For your lordſhip is pleas'd to ſay, the duke of Orleans has 
conſented to make him a duke; but Horace not only in this letter, but in a | 
letter I received yeſterday of the 13-24th, has this expreſſion: I am in- | | | ll 
clined to believe his majeſty is deceived, as to the duke of Orleans's inclination to | 
grant a dukedom to Vrilliere's ſon, and fear there will be great trouble about it.” 
By this, Horace ſo very lately, was not at all ſenſible that this matter was 
adjuſted, which your lordſhip muſt have had an account of ten days before. | 
If it has been ſettled by fir Luke Schaub, and he has conceal'd it from Horace, Ul 
there is no great matter in it, but his impertinence: if there ſhould be a miſ- | Ul 
take, and he has repreſented the affair otherwiſe than as it really is, it would Ul 
have an ill air, if the king ſhould take any ſtep upon a preſumption, in which 1 
he may afterwards find himſelf deceived. I thought it was neceſſary you | | i 


ſhould know this, not doubting but Horace has given you the ſame account; 
and I dare ſay, he will act, and has aQted in this affair agreeable to your ſenti- 
ments, which he is fully appriſed of. ä 

vo L. Il. PART Is 7 p I ſend 
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Period III. I ſend your lordſhip four more intercepted letters from Bruſſells, which 
172070177; altho* this correſpondence has hitherto contain'd nothing very material, I 
1723. cannot but think may be of great conſequence, if the ſecrett is kept: for no- 
thing of moment will ever be reſolv'd upon, without the knowledge of that 

0 Atterbury. perſon;* and by this means, I think the government may one time or other 
have early intimations; which may be of great uſe. We are yett come to no 
agreement upon the conſideration for this ſervice; but I apprehend the de- 

mand will not be low, and I have hints given me, as if this management might 

be further extended upon due encouragement. The bills you laſt mentioned, 
when they come ſhall be duely accepted and paid. The duke of Newcaſtle 
is at Claremont, and defires me to give you his thanks for all your letters, 

and beggs you will not forgett Jervas the painter. He has it muck at heart 

to be diſpatch'd. 

I wrote to you by the laſt poſt, and propos'd from the biſhop of London to- 
keep the deanery of Rocheſter vacant, but what has ſince happen'd, has alter'd 
his opinion. I ſhall now in my public letter, recommend Dr. Sydal to the king, 
to be made dean of Rocheſter, at the inftance of the biſhops of London, Exeter, 
and Rocheſter; and ſhall take notice, that the biſhop of Wincheſter recom- 
mends Dr. Burſcaugh. I ſend you the Biſhop of London's own paper. The de- 
firing this vacancy to be immediately fill'd up, is occaſioned by an apprehen- 
fion the biſhop of London has, that the biſhop of Wincheſter writes this night 
to your brother Carterett, to recommend Burſeaugh, without conſulting any 
of his brethren, or ever mentioning him to any of them upon this occaſion. 
He came to the office on Saturday morning, and deſir'd me to write in favour 

of Dr. Burſcaugh. I aſked him, whether he had talk*d with the biſhop of Lon- 
don and the other biſhops, which he ſaid, he had not, and did not ſeem to 
think it at all neceſſary; and I underſtand has not vouchſaf'd to do it. This 

| ſeparate acting, the biſhop of London thinks ſufficiently juftifies him, and 
having gott the concurrence of the biſhop of the dioceſe and of Exeter, hopes 
he is ſtrong enough, and I hope ſo too. I hope the firſt return will bring 
the king's letter in favour of Dr. Bland, in whom they all concurr. You. 
know there has been a long management about the arch deacon of Oxford, 
which lord chancellor now defires may be filled up by Mr. Robert Cook. 
He is the perſon to whom it was firſt promiſed ; and ſince a friend of his, to 
whom he would have quitted, cannot have it, wiſhes now to take it himſelf, I 
ſuppoſe you remember, if Cook had declined, a friend of the duke of Rutland's 


puſh'd 
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puſh'd hard for it. I congratulate you in your election to the Charter houſe, penod III. 
and muſt at the ſame time, beg you will lett a ſon of Charles Keen's have the 17200 1727. 

firſt nomination. I have had this upon my hands a long time, and old Rolfe 
has now wrote to me in very preſſing terms, to ſecure this favour of your 
lordſhip. The filling up the vacancy of the third regiment of guards, was a 
tranſaftion during my abſence. As a piece of ſecrett hiſtory, I ſhould tell 
you, I am certainly inform'd, the prince ſent for Cadogan, and ſpoke for 
John Montgomery, whereupon he alter'd a whole ſcheme of promotions that 
he had before ſettled, but I am glad it was done for Montgomery. Horace 
apprehends, that the king of Portugal's refuſing to accede to the quadruple 
alliance, may give Schaub an occaſion to triumph over him; and that he will 
write to the ſecretary his patron, that there is now no further occaſion for 
Horace's continuing at Paris. This he already gives out at Paris, believing 
that Horace went thither by chance; but as we know the contrary, I hope he 
will find the contrary, till you can determine who to ſend thither, which I am 
glad you have a proſpe of compaſſing. 


1723. 


Biſhop of London's paper relating to the deanery of Rocheſter, incloſed. 


Rocheſter. The biſhop is never there, and ſo the dean has the whole 
government of the place, and the chief conduQting of all affairs. The chap- 
ter is one half tory. The city returns two members. The dean and chapter 
have a conſiderable patronage in Kent. For theſe reaſons, the place requires 
a perſon of ſome figure and authority, and one who has a head for buſineſs, 
and for the managing of a body. It is alſo to be wiſh'd, that he may be a 
perſon of ſome fortune, and able to live hoſpitably for the country clergy; 

the biſhop having no houſe there. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE RING. 
States the reaſon for his return to England, And the conſequences of de- 
Ferring it. 
SIRE, Hanover, November 30, 1723. 


J Hope your majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to pardon the liberty I take, Townſhend 
in preſuming to lay before you my unbiaſs'd thoughts, on the ſubject of Tapes, 


your majeſty's journey to England. I have choſen to reduce them into Draught. 
writing, for no other reaſon, but becauſe I thought I could ſtate them clearer 
p p 2 that 


292 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Packed III. that way, than by word of mouth. TI beg leave to aſſure your majeſty, that I 
22 have no other view in doing it, than to ſett this matter in the cleareſt light for 


1723. 


your majeſty's determination, ſubmitting it entirely to your majeſty, as I am 
in duty bound to help forward and facilitate whatever reſolution your majeſty. | 


in your great wiſdom ſhall think proper to take upon this and upon all other 


occaſions. 


The parliament ſtands. prorogued at preſent to the 19th of November, O. S. 
which is the goth N. S. and your majeſty has already given farther direQions. 


to have it prorogued to the x7th, O. S. which is the 28 December, N. S. 


The next full moon is on the laſt day of November, O. S. which is the 
11 December, N.S. and as the moon riſes but three quarters of an hour 
later one night than another, this moon will give light for ſeven or eight nights 
after, ſufficient to prevent any danger of running on the coaſts of England. 
Should your majeſty therefore ſett out from Hanover about the 14th or 
25th of December, N. S. you may propoſe to embark about the 17th or 
18th, which is the 6 or 7th, O. S. and, having the benefit of this moon, may 
hope to land in England a week or ten days before the time to which the par- 
liament will then ſtand prorogued. By which means, before that prorogation 
expires, a proclamation may be publiſh'd for proroguing it farther to about 
the 10th of January, O. S. which is the 2 1ſt, N. S. giving notice that it ſhall 
meet to do buſineſs at that time, which will be at a proper and eonvenient 


diſtance after the Chriſtmaſs holidays, and your ſervants will have full time 


enough to concert the meaſures neceſſary for the conduct of the ſeſſions. 
The time of the parliament's meeting thus early, being once ſettled and known, 
will give almoſt the ſame ſatisfaction and ſpirit to the nation, as if it were ac- 
tually aſſembled; and Mr. Walpole, having already aſſured your majeſty, that 
he can find means for continuing the payments of the army and fleet till 
after the holydays, no inconvemience to the public ſervice can poſſibly 


enſue. 


But ſhould your majeſty lett flip this moon, and wait for the next of the 
10th of January, N. S. which is the laſt of December, O. S. notice cannot be 
given at next prorogation, of the parliament being to meet the 10th, to do 


buſineſs; becauſe, even ſuppoſing your majeſty ſhould have the quickeſt paſ.. 


ſage poſſible, your majeſty cannot be in London till the gd or 4th of January, 
which is the 14th or 15th, N.S. and the parliament being prorogued to the 


10th, O. S. it will be impoſſible to open the parliament at the time appointed; 


but 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 293 


but your majeſty muſt inevitably prorogue it at leaſt for a fortnight longer, Period ur. 
which will delay the opening of the parliament to the latter end of January, or . 
beginning of February. But yet the parliament, requiring three weeks notice 1723, 

at leaſt, cannot be brought together till ſome time in February; and it not 

being certain, whether the payments abovementioned, can be continued thus 

long, there will be evident danger of involving the publick ſervice in fuch 
difficultys, as may very. much affect publick RG and occaſion the greateſt 

uneaſineſs throughout the nation. 

But ſhould it farther happen, that the. froſts mould ſett in about that time 
in Holland, which may naturally be apprehended, no one is able to foreſee 
how long your majeſty's paſſage may be delay'd, nor what the conſequence 
of ſuch a delay may be. The publick ſupplys (which are granted only from 
Chriſtmaſs to Chriſtmaſs) being exhauſted, every branch of the publick ſervice 
muſt be at a ſtand: the parliament muſt meet late, and probably in ill temper; 
and the ſeſſion muſt unavoidably be protracted to the middle of the nner 
months. 

After having thus ſtated to your majeſty, with the greateſt deference and 
ſubmiſſion, the inconveniencies which it appears to me, may occurr from 
poſſible accidents and delays, I once more beg leave to aſſure your ma- 
jeſty, that tho' I have taken the liberty to give my opinion, yet whatever re- 
ſolution your majeſty. ſhall take, I ſhall. moſt chearfully, and with the utmoſt” 
readineſs and ſubmiſſion, do all in my power towards rendering it pratticable 
and eaſy; having no other view or deſire than that of conducting your ma- 
jeſty's affairs on all occaſions, in ſuch manner as may be moſt to your own. 
ſervice and ſatisfaction. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. - 
Encloſes the preceding letter to the king, which induced the king to give orders 
for his immediate return. —Diſſatisfaftion of the Germans. 


DEAR. SIR, | Hanover, Sunday, December 5, 1723, 


I Believe you will be ſurprized at the king's having taken the refolution to Hardwicke 
to ſet out for England on the 16th of this month, N. S. for which reaſon Papers. | 


it will be proper for me to acquaint you in what manner that affair has paſſed. Copy. 

While the king was at the Gohrde, being unwilling to interrupt his good humour, 

with propoſing any thing ſo diſagreeable, as I apprehended a ſpeedy return to 
England 
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Period III. England might be, I ventured no further, than to give him in a paper, ſtating 


1720to 1727. 


1723. 


the times on which the moon-light nights fell. But upon his coming back to 
this place, I found the univerſal bent of the Germans ſtrong for keeping him 
here, till the full moon of the 1oth January, N. S. and fearing left any acci- 
dent of contrary winds or froſts might detain him ſo long in Holland, that the 
parliament (allowing the neceſſary time for ſummoning it, and for concerting 
the operations of the ſeſſion) might not be able to meet before February; I 


thought it my duty to lay before his majeſty, the poſſible inconvenience that 


might ariſe from his delaying his journey ſo long, which I choſe to reduce to 
writing, in the form you will ſee in the encloſed. This letter, far from cauſing 
any uneaſineſs, as I apprehended, had ſo good an effect, that the king, without 
ſaying any thing to me, ſent for the marechal the next day, and ordered him 
to make the neceſlary diſpoſitions for his beginning the journey on the 16th 
inſtant, N. S. 

I am ſenſible you will think the ioth of January, O. S. raving of the 
earlieſt for bringing the parliament together after the holydays; but it is his 
majeſty's preſent intention, they ſhould meet to do buſineſs on the gth; and I 
beg you would ſuſpend your judgment on this reſolution, till I have an op- 
portunity to acquaint you with the reaſons, which made fo early a day appear 
adviſable. I hope this good may at leaſt be expected from it, that the time 
of the parliament's meeting being known before Chriſtmaſs, will give new life 
to the city, and animate publick credit. You will eaſily imagine, that the 
king's taking this reſolution, has been highly diſagreeable to the Germans, and 
the more ſo, from their having no notice or participation in it, But I never 


ſaw any one more overjoyed than the dutcheſs upon this occaſion; and if I 


had had any other view beſides the king's ſervice, I could not have made my 
court more effeQually with her, than by this ſtep. The only objeQtion and 
clamour which the moſt diſcontented on this fide pretend to raiſe is, that we 
hazard his majeſty's perſon too much, by propoſing to undertake the voyage 
ſo long after the full moon, when the former part of the night is entirely dark. 


But beſides, that his majeſty did once before ſet out ſome days after the full 


moon, and that he is always liable to be detained by contrary winds, till part 
of the moon is ſpent, his majeſty himſelf told me, when I gave him the 
paper on that ſubje& at the Gohrde, that he had no 8855 to the moonlight 
nights. 

His majeſty deſires you would take care, that there may be as little con- 


courſe of noiſy attendants at his landing, or on the road to London as a” 
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If he ſhould paſs through the city or the park, any thing of that kind would Period III. 


be more excuſable, tho? it is what he deſires entirely to avoid. I could not 


refuſe ſigning a joint letter to you with lord Carteret for the allowance of 


10001, more apiece, for the charges of our journey and ſtay here, it being 
what we have really expended. Hoping to meet ſo ſoon, I ſhall defer all 


other news, only I will venture to aſſure the duke of Newcaſtle and you, 


that we have all reaſon to be ſatisfied with our Hanover expedition. 


1724. | 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE DUKE OF GRAPTON. 


Acguaints him with the king's reſolution to remove lord Carteret from the office 


of ſecretary of ſtate, to appoint him lord lieutenant of Ireland, and to con- 
fer on his grace the poſt. of lord chamberlain. 
| „ Whitehall, April 1, 1724. 
YOUR grace is ſo perfectly acquainted with the factions and diviſions that 
have been for ſome time paſt among his majeſtie's ſervants, and have ſo 
often lamented the miſchiefs ariſing from ſuch diviſions, that you will not be 
furpriz'd to hear that the king is at laſt come to a reſolution of doing every 


thing in his power to put an end to them. The firſt inſtance his majeſty has 


given, is by removing Mr. Treby from the war office, which he has this day 
diſpoſed of to Mr. Henry Pelham; and I believe the ſeals will be taken from 
my lord Carteret in a day or two, and given to the duke of Newcaſtle, In 
that eaſe; the king intends the lord chamberlain's place for your grace, and 
Ireland for lord Carteret. As the poſt his majeſty deſigns for your grace, is 
of great dignity, ſo you may depend, that your friends and humble ſervants will 
endeavour, to render it as advantageous and eaſy in all reſpects, as your grace 
can defire. 

I ſend this by expreſs, being deſirous to give your grace the firſt notice of what. 
is doing in theſe particulars, in which your grace is ſo much concern'd; but as I 
write this to yourſelf alone, muſt deſire this may be an entire ſecret till the event 
is determined, of which your grace ſhall not fail to receive the earlieſt account 
poſſible. I am perſuaded, that your grace is ſo well convinced of the neceſſity 


there was of removing lord Carteret from the employment he was in, and of 
the 


1720t01 727. 
— rnenne 


1723. 


Townſhend 


P aper Ss 


Draught. 
1724. 
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Period III. the impoſſibility there was of doing it without giving ſome conſiderable equi- 

1720 to 1727. 
. valent, that you are ſenſible his having the government of Ireland, was in a 
1724 Manner unavoidable, The care his majeſty has taken in placing your grace 
ſo near his perſon, will ſufficiently convince the world, that his taking away the 


government of Ireland from you at this time, does not proceed from any diſ- 
approbation of your conduct. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 


Informs the duke of the diſmiſſion of lord Carteret, and apologiſes for not hav- 
ing previouſly conſulted him. 
MY LORD, Whitehall, April 2, 1724. 

Townſhend V OUR grace will find, by a letter which you vill receive from the duke of 
e Newcaſtle this poſt, that his majeſty is come to a reſolution ſome days 
Draught. ſooner than I expected, in relation to the alterations I mentioned to you in 
mine of yeſterday. As I have ever looked on my intereſt, and that of my 

friends as inſeparable from your grace's, I flatter myſelf you will not take it 

ill, that your grace was not previouſly conſulted upon the alterations, which 

ſome circumſtances, that I ſhall hereafter have the honour to explain to you, 

made impratticable; and as I can with the utmoſt truth aſſure you, that there 

was not the leaſt intention in taking this ſtep, to lefſen your grace in the eye of 

the world, ſo T hope the diſtinction his majeſty has publicly declared towards 

your grace, on this occaſion, will be an inducement to you to approve of the 
meaſures which have been judged abſolutely neceſſary by thoſe who have, 


and ever had your grace's honour and intereſt ſo far at heart, as to look 
upon it as inſeparable from their own. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


Without a date, but evidently written in 1724, not long before the prorogae . 
tion of the ſecond ſeſſion of the ſecond ſeptennial parliament, which took 


place on the 24th of April. 


Repreſents ſtrongly the diſadvantages which the king's frequent viſits to Ha- 


nover occaſion, and the advantages which would reſult from his continuance 
2n England. | 


SIRE, 
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SIRE, 
EING induced to think, from ſome words which fell from your majeſty, 
when I had the honour to lay before you a draught of the ſpeech, that 
your majeſty may have it in your thoughts to ſpend the ſummer at Hanover; 


1 moſt humbly beg leave, in diſcharge of the duty I owe to your majeſty, to 


lay before you, with the greateſt deference and ſubmiſſion, ſome ſhort and im- 


partial obfervations on the preſent ſtate of your majeſty's affairs, in the doing 


which, if it ſhould be my misfortune to ſuggeſt any thing in the leaſt contrary 
to your majeſty's inclinations, I hope from the experience I have long had of 
your indulgence towards me, that you will not impute it to the want of a due 
concern for every thing that may promote your majeſty's ſatisfaction (which 


no one living can wiſh more paſſionately than I do) but will believe it to pro- 


ceed from a ſincere zeal for your ſervice, and the future eaſe and honour of 
your government; and I beg leave to aſſure your majeſty, that after I have 


| humbly laid before you my thoughts upon this ſubje&, I ſhall heartily en- 


deavour to facilitate whatever reſolutions your majeſty ſhall finally take. 

The great ſpirit and majority with which the bills for puniſhing the con- 
fpirators, “ were carried through both houſes in the firſt ſeſſion of this parlia- 
ment, the quietneſs and unanimity with which the publick ſervice has been 
diſpatched in this, the ſeveral good laws that have been paſſed for the eaſe 
and advantage of commerce, and in favour of the publick revenue, the uni- 
verſal and uninterrupted ſtate of tranquillity abroad, and flouriſhing condition 
of trade and publick credit at home, have all concurr'd to reſtore a far more 
general calm and ſecurity throughout the nation, than has been known at any 
time ſince your majeſty's happy acceſſion to the throne. A very great change 
has been wrought in favour of your majeſty, in the city of London, whoſe 


influence and example is of ſo great conſequence to the whole nation, as has 


appeared in two ſucceſſive elections, in oppoſition to the utmoſt efforts and 
moſt indirect practices of the united party of zacobites. The univerſities 
have behaved themſelves at leaſt inoffenſively; and ſome ſteps have been 
taken by your majeſty to make it no leſs their intereſt than duty to cheriſh 
and propagate principles of loyalty and affection to your perſon and govern- 
ment. So that upon the whole, no doubt can be made, but that if theſe happy 
beginnings are thoroughly purſued, and the preſent good diſpoſition of the 


* Namely, Atterbury, Layer, Plunket. 
+ This paragraph ſufficiently aſcertains the date of this letter, 
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Period III. nation improved and ſtrengthen'd by proper methods and meaſures which may 


1720t01727, 
— 


be ſtill taken, they will grow ſo ſettled and confirmed, as to make your ma- 


1724 jeſty's reign for the future no leſs eaſy than glorious and ſuecefsfull. 


But however promiſing theſe appearances are, yet your majeſty muſt be 
ſenſible, that the jacobite party is ſtill very ſtrong, and their views only ſuſ- 
pended in expeQtation of a favourable opportunity. Of this, your majeſty 
has the ſtrongeſt proofs, and ſureſt intelligence. Thoſe of the foreign mi- 
niſters, who are beſt acquainted with this country, and who, upon account of 
their religion, may be ſuppoſed to be ſo far admitted into the general deſigns. 
and conſultations of the difaffefted, as to be no incompetent judges of the 
heart and ſpirit that party is in, do, in their moſt ſecret and undiſguiſed re- 
lations to their reſpettive courts, where they may be fuppoſed to open their 
minds with the greateſt freedom and fincerity, conſtantly repreſent the preſent 
tranquillity of this nation, as owing more to the deſpair of giving your majeſty 
any diſturbance from abroad, than to any real change or ſubmiſſion wrought 
in the minds of the pretender's adherents; inſinuating, that if the engagements 
which at preſent withhold France and Spain from eſpouſing his cauſe, were 
once diſſolved, and a bare connivance in his favour from either of thoſe 
quarters, the ſpirit of diſaffettion would ſoon rally, and the ſparks of reſent- 
ment, which now lye ſmother'd, would break out into as fierce a flame as 
ever. However vain their reaſonings may be, as to the ſucceſs that would at- 
tend any ſuch praQices: yet this much is undeniable, that theſe notions leſſen 
the weight and influence your majeſty ought to have abroad, as to the affairs. 
of Europe in general. And it is equally certain, that nothing will ſo ſoon. 
give credit to theſe opinions and inſinuations, as the ſeeing any handle given- 
to the enemies of your majeſty's government, for propagating diſcontents at- 
home, and for alienating the affections of your majeſty's ſubjetts. 

Among all the topicks for ſowing ſedition, there is none which the jacobites 
have managed with greater induſtry and ſucceſs, than your majeſty's inclina- 
tions frequently to vifit your German dominions. But whatever artifice they 
have employed to this end, yet the neceſſity of your majeſty's inſpecting from 
time to time, the ſtate of your affairs in thoſe parts, and the prudence and cau- 
tion your majeſty has uſed as to the times and ſeaſons of undertaking this 
journey, have in a great meaſure diſappointed their endeavours to miſrepre- 
ſent this ſtep: but when they may with ſome appearance at leaſt inſinuate, 
that this journey will become annual, the wiſeſt man cannot foretell what miſ- 
chiefs ſuch an opinion, ſhould it gain credit, may produce, Should your 

majeſty 
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majeſty, therefore, after ſo long a ſtay as your affairs required you to make at 


Hanover laſt year, think it proper and adviſeable immediately after the ending 


of this ſhort ſeſlion, again to viſit your foreign dominions, you would thereby 
give an opportunity to the diſaffected to inſinuate, that the ſame inclinations 
which call your majeſty abroad this ſummer, being likely always to ſubſiſt, will 
always produce the ſame effect, and Britain thereby be reduced to the ſame 
ſtate with Ireland (where the lord lieutenant never appears, but when the par- 
liament is called to give money) and never enjoy the bleſſing of your majeſty's 
preſence any longer than while this ſervice laſts. 

Having laid before your majeſty, the inconveniences and dangers which in my 
opinion will ariſe from your going abroad this year; I moſt humbly beg leave 
to mention ſome of the many advantages that will in all probability be the conſe- 
quences of your majeſty's continuance here this ſummer. In the firſt place, 
the well affected party in general, being ſupported by your majeſty's preſence, 


and encouraged by being under your immediate influence, will enabled to 


make the beſt advantage of the preſent good temper the nation is in, Your 
majeſty's friends in the city, will not only carry every thing during the ſum- 
mer, but by the help and aſſiſtance of your ſervants, will be prepared to lay 
before the parliament, ſuch bills as may for the future ſecure the government 
of that important place, entirely in the hands of thoſe who are zealous in your 
majeſty's intereſt. 

The next points of conſequence to the peace, eaſe, and ſecurity of your 
majeſty's government, are the clergy and the two univerſities, and if a right 
uſe is made of their preſent diſpoſition, I am perſwaded, it will not be difficult 
to find out ſome farther encouragements, that will make the majority of thoſe 
great bodies firm friends to your majeſty; and as your majeſty knows, that I 
have always had the gaining them over to your majeſty very much at heart, fo 
I have lately had frequent converſations on this head with the biſhop London,* 
who is, with me, fully perſuaded it would be very pratticable to reduce them to 
a better ſenſe of their duty ; and we have already made a rough draught of ſome 
things proper to be done for this end. The laſt and moſt important conſide- 
ration, is the preſerving that zeal and affection towards your majeſty, which 
has hitherto appeared ſo eminently in this parliament, and taking hold of the 
preſent ſituation of your affairs, for concerting, during the receſs, ſuch meaſures 
as may, with their concurrence, at their next meeting, ſecure your majeſty and 


the nation, from thoſe frequent convulſions, which have at all times bcen felt 


by your royal predeceſſors, ever ſince the revolution. 
292 I muſt 
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I muſt before I conclude, beg leave to make one further obſervation of your 


1720t01727- majeſty, that ſhould you be pleaſed to defer going abroad this ſummer, your 


1724. 


majeſty may, by calling the parliament in October next, have the ſeſſion 
finiſhed in February, and without the leaſt inconvenience to your affairs, ſett 
out from hence in the beginning of March next, and ſtay at Hanover, if you 


think fit, till January following. So that take two years together, you will at 


onee paſs almoſt as many months there as you could do, if you went this ſum- 
mer and the next; with this only difference, that the one may occaſion and 
bring inextricable difficulties upon your affairs here, and the other will not give 


. Tiſe even to the leaſt murmur. 


Walpole 
Papers. 


Tranſlation. 


I preſume to ſend your majeſty my thoughts upon this matter in writing, 
that what I have to lay before your majeſty may be done with greater exact- 
neſs and privacy. I once more beg your majeſty will believe, that what is 


here ſaid upon a ſubject, which I fear will be diſagreable to you, flows from 


a heart full of duty and veneration for your ſacred perſon, and from no other 
motives, but thoſe of honour and conſcience; and that after I have laid my 
thoughts with the greateſt deference before your majeſty, I ſhall not only 
obey, but chearfully execute whatever your majeſty ſhall think fit to deter- 
mine; being with the warmeft zeal and moſt unalterable attachment, fire, 
your majeſty*s moſt dutifull ſubject, and moſt devoted ſervant. | 


This firm but reſpectſul repreſentation had its due cell ; the king did not 


remove from England, and his preſence was highly inſtrumental in maintaining 


the domeſtic tranquillity. 


LETTERS BETWEEN COUNT BROGLIO AND THE KING 
OF FRANCE. 


Theſe letters contain much curious intelligence, concerning the ſtate of the court 
and miniſtry, though, in ſome reſpects, they cannot be implicitiy relyed on, 
as they occaſionally relate the current rumours of the day. 


COUNT BROGLIO TO THE KING OF FRANCE. 


(July 6, 1724.) AS the ducheſs of Kendal ſeemed to expreſs a deſire to 
fee me often; I have been very attentive to her; being convinced that it is 
highly eſſential to the advantage of your majeſty's ſervice, to be on good terms 
with her, for ſhe is cloſely united with the three miniſters who now govern; 
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and theſe miniſters are in ſtrict union together, and are as far as I can judge, 
well inclined. They viſit me very frequently, both together and ſingly ; 
and I behave to them in the ſame manner. Chavigny ſtrongly aſſured me, 
that I might place an entire confidence in them. Their future conduct will 
enable me to judge better of their ſentiments. The king of England, has 
made Chavigny a preſent of 10007. which is double to what is uſually given 
to envoys. Both the king and the miniſters appear to be very well ſatisfied 
with him. 

Lord Townſhend and Mr. Walpole have been lately indiſpoſed, but they 
are now quite recovered. It is much to be wiſhed, that they ſhould remain 
in power, for they appear anxious to maintain the good intelligence which 
ſubſiſts between the two crowns; they poſſeſs an unbounded influence 
over the king and the ducheſs of Kendal, they enjoy the whole power of go- 
vernment, and the entire confidence of the king. 

The prince of Wales endeavours to obtain information of what paſſes, from 
perſons who are attached to him; but he learns nothing either from the king, 
the ducheſs, or the miniſters. The king goes every afternoon at five o'clock 
to the ducheſs, the miniſters occaſionally attend; and it is there that affairs 
which require ſecrecy are treated. M. Dillon has introduced me to his 
relations and friends, who, as he informs me, can ſupply me with: good 
intelligence. 


(July 10.) THE more IJ conſider ſtate affairs, the more J am convinced, 
that the government 1s entirely in the hands of Mr. Walpole, lord Townſhend, 


301 


Period III. 
1720t0 1727. 


1724. 


and the duke of Newcaſtle, who are on the beſt terms with the ducheſs of 


Kendal. The king viſits her every afternoon from five to eight; and it is 
there, that ſhe endeavours to penetrate the ſentiments of his Britannic ma- 
jeſty, for the purpoſe of conſulting the three miniſters, and purſuing the mea- 
ſures which may be thought neceſſary for accompliſhing their deſigns. She 
ſent me word, that ſhe was deſirous of my friendſhip, and that I would place 
confidence in her. I aſſured her, that I would do every thing in my power 


to merit her eſteem and friendſhip. I am convinced that ſhe may be advan- 


tageouſly employed in promoting your majeſty's ſervice, and that it will be 
neceſſary to employ her; though 1 will not truſt her further than is abſolutely 
neceſſary. 

Staremberg hopes to go to France in a month, with the character of em- 


baſſador. He had vritten to che court of Vienna, that he had diſcovered a 
cloſe 
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Period III. cloſe union between the miniſters of France, Spain, and England. He re- 


1720 to 1727. 
— 


— 724. 


ceived for anſwer, that the imperial court was perſuaded of the good-will of 
ſeveral perſons who compoſed the cabinet of Spain, but that if they were not 


Illegible. to be implicitly depended on, the government was ſo and their 


powers ſo weak, that there was nothing to fear. It muſt be of advantage to 
your majeſty's ſervice, that a quarrel has broken out between this embaſſador, 


and the king, and miniſtry of Great Britain, I ſhall not exert myſelf to adjuſt 
the difference. 


| (20th July.) LORD Townfhend did not ſolicit the honour of a garter for 
himſelf, he had even requeſted it for another perſon; but the king, ſpontaneouſly, 
inſiſted on his accepting it, notwithſtanding his remonſtrating with great mo- 
deſty, that there were many perſons more deſerving of it than himſelf. It is, 
however, generally believed, that the ducheſs of Kendal, at the inſtigation of 
lord Townſhend, ſuggeſted to the king, that it would be proper to inveſt him 
with the garter; and there is a great appearance of probability in the conjec- 
ture. It is much to be wiſhed, for the maintenance of the union between 
your majeſty and the king of England, that no misfortune may happen to Mr. 
Walpole, he being abſolutely the helm of government: the king cannot do 
without him, on account of his great influence in the houſe of commons, where 
he depends entirely upon him, in every reſpe&. He is a man of great abili- 
ties, and very enterprizing. The houſe place a moſt unreſerved confidence 
in him, and he has the addreſs to perſuade them, that the national honour is 
dearer to him, than all the wealth in the world. He is very ably ſeconded by 
Townſhend, who is a man of great capacity, and with whom he is in perfect 
harmony. The duke of Newcaſtle, who is indebted to him for his ſituation, 
ſubmits to his judgment in every thing, ſo that the king experiences no con- 
tradiQtion to his wiſhes, but leaving the internal government entirely to Wal- 
pole, is more engaged with the German miniſters in regulating the affairs of 
Hanover, than occupied with thoſe of England. It is to be obſerved, that 
Mr. Walpole adjuſted the quarrel between the king and prince of Wales. 
He entirely governed the prince at that period, but he has ſince left him, and 
attached himſelf to the king. For ſome years paſt, the king has not ſpoke a 
word to the prince, nor the prince to him: the princeſs of Wales, ſometimes 
in public, attacks the king in converſation; he anſwers her; but ſome who are 
well apprized, that his majeſty likes her no better than the prince, have aſ- 
fured me, that he only ſpeaks to her on theſe occaſions, for the ſake of deco- 
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rum. The king regularly receives a thouſand pounds every week, which he period III. 
keeps himſelf; the remainder of the revenue of the civil liſt, amounting to fix 720 1727. 


hundred thouſand pounds ſterling, per annum, is remitted every month to his 
treaſurer, It is ſaid, that the prince of Wales is a very good œconomiſt, not 
only of the one hundred thouſand pounds a year allowed him by parliament, 
but of the revenues of the principality of Wales, which may amount to 
20,0001. more. | 

The king has no predileQion for the Engliſh nation, and never receives in 
private any Engliſh of either ſex; none even of his principal officers are ad- 
| mitted to his chamber in a morning to dreſs him, nor in the evening to undreſs 
him, Theſe offices are performed by the Turks, who are his valets de cham- 


bre, and who give him every thing he wants in private. He rather con-. 


ſiders England as a temporary poſſeſſion, * to be made the moſt of while it 
laſts, than as a perpetual inheritance to himſelf and family. He will have 
no diſputes with the parliament, but commits the entire tranſattion of that 
buſineſs to Walpole, chuſing rather that the reſponſibility ſhould fall on the mi- 
niſter's head than his own, and being well apprized that a king of Great 
Britain is obliged, when the parliament requires it,.to give an account of his 
conduR, as well with reſpett to the liberty of the ſubject, as to the execution 
and formation of laws, I have even been aſſured, that the king has expreſſed 
himſelf to this effecł. | | = 

I am perſuaded, on the other hand, that Mr. Walpole, who is immenſely 
rich, would wiſh to retire from buſineſs, and enjoy his wealth in quiet, but as 
he has excited a great ſhare of enmity and envy, it would be dangerous for 
him to retire;. he is under the neceſſity of retaining his ſituation to preſerve 
to himſelf and family the wealth and honours of which they are poſſeſſed. I 
am even inclined to think, that he entertains hopes of a particular protection 
from the king, if he ſhould happen to fall into diſgrace; I labour daily, with 
all the dexterity I poſſeſs, to induce him to think ſo, that I may keep him in 


the favourable ſentiments he now entertains towards your majeſty, I am very. 


much deceived, if affairs are not exactly as I repreſent them; and I. think L 
may go ſo far as to claim your entire confidence in the ſtatements I have the 

honour to make. : | 
| Carteret no longer goes to court, the prevailing party has intirely deſtroyed: 
his influence with the king, He is no longer engaged in buſineſs; he is a man 
of great vivacity and intelligence, and very ambitious; he has already changed: 
his: 


1724. 
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es his party ſeveral times, from intereſted motives, a circumſtance which has 
brought him into diſgrace with all parties. There is a tri friendſhip and 


1724. 


union between him and my lord Cadogan; and I think it very fortunate for 
your majeſty's intereſt, that Carteret is out of power; having been aſſured by 
people who pretend to great information on the ſubje&, that he was very much 


devoted to the intereſt of the emperor. 


The miniſtry hold Cadogan very cheap, and as he receives 20,0001. ſterling 
a year from the treaſury, he is Walpole's humble ſervant, a circumſtance not at 
all to his honour, as he is treated with much indignity, and there is no reaſon for 
him to expect a change of ſituation, or that he will obtain the patents, of 
which he 1s ſo defirous. He has no influence at court, or in parliament, 
nor is he beloved by the people at large. He keeps up his reſpeRability 
only by the fortune he has amaſſed in the wars, and the revenues of his offices. 
He is a man of courage, and behaved well in his fituation of quarter maſter 
general, and on other occaſions. The immenſe wealth he has acquired, and 
his having, by means of the powerful influence of the duke of Marlborough, 
paſſed over the heads of many of his ſeniors in the army, have drawn on him 
a great many enemies. Every body ſpeaks of him to me in thoſe terms; and 
I am inclined to think, that the miniſtry would diſmiſs him, and give his 
place to ſome one elſe, but the duke of Argyle is next in rotation to take the 
command of the troops; and as he is a man'of exalted rank, who has ſeen a 
great deal of ſervice, is well verſed in intrigue, and would not ſubmit to their 
authority, as they would wiſh, they retain Cadogan, but humble him as 


Much as poſlible, on every occaſion. 


THE KING OF FRANCE TO COUNT BROGLIO. 


(July 18, 1724.) THERE is no room to doubt, that the ducheſs of Ken- 
dal, having a great aſcendency over the king of Great Britain, and maintain- 


ing a ſtrict union with his miniſters, muſt materially influence their principal 


reſolutions. You will neglect nothing to acquire a ſhare of her confidence, 


from a convittion that nothing can be more conducive to my intereſt, There 


is, however, a manner of giving additional value to the marks of confidence 
you beſtow on her in private, by avoiding in public all appearances which 
might ſeem too pointed, by which means you will avoid falling into the in- 
convenience of being ſuſpetted by thoſe who are not friendly to the ducheſs; 
at the ſame time, that a kind of myſteriouſneſs in public, on the ſubject of 

your 
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your confidence, will give riſe to a firm belief of your having formed a Period III. 
friendſhip mutually ſincere. I cannot be too particular in recommending 8 
you to be very attentive in watching the conduct of Dillon's relation; and 1724. 
not only that you ought to be very cautious of giving credit to any intelli- 
gence you may receive through that channel, but you ought even to be con- 
vinced, that nothing will render you more an object of ſuſpicion at the court 
where you are, than that officer's maintaining a too frequent intercourſe with 
his relations and friends; for it would beget a ſuſpicion, that you ſanction, or 
at leaſt connive at ſuch an intimacy. For theſe reaſons, as ſoon as you per- 
ceive a too frequent correſpondence between that officer and any perſon 
whomſoever, which might be in the ſmalleſt degree ſuſpicious to the Engliſh 
government, ſend him back to France, and enter into no explanations with 
him on the ſubjeR. 
You are informed, by one of the memorials ſubjoined to your inſtruRtions, 
as well as by the copies, you have received from Chauvigny, of the laſt letters 
written to him, of the preſent ſtate of the negotiation ſet on foot to reconcile 
the king of Great Britain and the czar. You know the obſtacles it has to 
encounter; that they ariſe principally from the reſerve theſe princes maintain 
towards each other: it is very difficult to bring any affair to a concluſion, 
when extraneous difficulties are added to thoſe which are naturally incident, as 
| is the caſe in the preſent inſtance. We are informed, that the Daniſh miniſter, 
| at the court of the czar, convinced that the reconciliation would be prejudi- 
cial to the intereſts of his maſter, endeavours to prevent it, and conſequently 
— exerts himſelf to augment the diſinclination the miniſters of the czar had long 
EY manifeſted to this reconciliation, You may communicate this intelligence 
to the Britiſh miniſtry, giving them to underſtand, that it ought to be an ad- 
ditional motive for their ſovereign to diſmiſs his reſerve towards the czar, and 
to terminate an affair, the concluſion of which, ought to appear more deſir- 
able to him, from the ſolicitude of other powers to prevent its taking effect. 
Prince Eugene, after having teſtified ſome diſcontent, that the Imperial mi- 
niſters at Cambray had made demands on ſome points foreign to the objetts 
for which the congreſs was inſtituted, and particularly on the order of ſuc. 
ceſſion eſtabliſhed by the emperor in his dominions, explained himſelf clearly 
enough on the ſubject of the garriſons to be eſtabliſhed in Tuſcany and 
Parma, and ſpoke of it as a point ſubje& to diſcuſſion and explanation. But 
the ſtipulations of the fifth article of the treaty of London are fo clear on 
this point, and the emperor is ſo far obliged to concur in the unqualified ex- 
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ecution of them, that the arguments of prince Eugene can never be adopted 
by the mediating powers, nor maintained by the Imperial miniſters. The 
converſation then turned on titles, and on the golden fleece. On the firſt 
ſubject, it may be ſuppoſed, by what has been ſaid, that the emperor did 
not make many difficulties in giving up titles to which he had no longer any 
pretenſion, and that the ſentiments of Spain were perfectly reciprocal. Prince 
Eugene was not fo explicit on the ſubje& of the golden fleece; but ſeveral 
circumſtances lead to a belief, that the court of Vienna is defirous to exerciſe 
the functions of grand maſter of that order. However difficult it may be to 
form any deciſive opinions from this converſation between prince Eugene and 
M. Dubourg, it may be fairly inferred from that, and ſeveral other things, 
which have been communicated at different periods, that the court of Vienna 
is really deſirous to terminate the congreſs of Cambray ; the duration of which 
keeps them in a ftate of ſuſpenſe. Nothing can be more fortunate than this. 
diſpoſition, and advantage may be taken of it, in the courſe of the negotia- 
tion, to procure greater benefits. to the court of Spain; I am ſure, the mi- 
niſters of the court where you are, wilt be of the ſame opinion, when you 
communicate to them, which you will eaſily find an opportunity of doing, the 
information I have given you, of the advices received a few days ago from 
Vienna. 


COUNT BROGLIO TO THE KING OF FRANCE. 


(July 24, 1724.) ONE of the two knights recently created, is my lord 
Scarborough, maſter of the horſe to the prince of Wales, and very much at- 
tached to him. He has found means to manage fo well, that the miniſters. 
perſuaded the king to give him the ribband, in preference to many others, 
who had a better right to expect that honour. It is the poliey of the mi- 
niſters to procure places for thoſe who are attached to, and in favour with the- 
prince of Wales; fearing that a time may come when they will ſtand in need 
of their ſervices. It is certain that the king has not done it out of affection. 
for the prince of Wales, and that the prince did not ſpeak a word to > him on 
the — I affert this from the beſt authority. 


(July 27, 1724.) I Shall obey your majeſty's commands, in reſpett to 
Dillon's relation, on the ſhighteft appearance of a too great intimacy between 
him and his family, which might be diſagreeable to government. As yet, 
at] he has had no opportunity of doing any thing contrary to your 
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wiſhes, his relations being almoſt all in the country, according to cuſtom at Period III. 
this time of the year, ſo that he has only been able to ſee a very few of them. . 


T will find means to give him a hint, as from myſelf, that being an Iriſhman, 
he ſhould be more guarded both in converſation and behaviour, than the other 


officers in the French fervice, whom your majeſty has permitted to come to 
this country. 


PAPERS AND LETTERS PRINCIPALLY RELATING TO 
LORD BOLINGBROKE. 


Intelligence reſpecting lord Bolingbroke. 


1724. 


(De Paris le 10 May, 1715.) MILORD Bullingbrook part pour aller faire Townſhend 


fa reſidence dans le Lionnois a portẽe de Geneve, muni d'une bonne lettre 
de credit ſur le chevalher Richard Cantillon, Irlandois, banquier en cette 


ville et chevallier de la fagon du pretendant. II reconnoit à preſent le mau- 
vais tour, que luy a jouẽ le comte d' Oxford, en fe cachant dans fa province, et 


faiſant repandre le bruit, qu'il s'eſtoit ſauve, a deſſein de faire peur à mi lord 
Bullingbrook, et luy faire prendre le parti qu'il a pris. II reconnoit auſſy, 
que le pretendant a rendu un grand ſervice au roy George, en parlant dans 
ſon manifeſte de l'intelligence qui eſtoit entre luy et la feue eine Anne. 
Que par la meſme raiſon il avoit auſſy ruine tous ceux qui avoient dans ce 
pays ete dans ſes intereſts, aſſeurant qu'il n'y en avoit plus un ſeul, qui deſor- 
mais vouloit entendre parler de luy. II a adjoute dit-on, ſans que je ſache, 
fi ce n'eſt pas une charitẽ qu'on luy prete, que cette ſeule demarche du pre- 


tendant ſuffiſoit de convaincre tout le monde qu'il eſtoit vray fils de ſon 
Pere. 


EARL OF STAIR TO HORACE WALPOLE, 


Il founded reports circulated at Paris, that lord Bolingbroke had betrayed the 
pretender. 


(Paris, March 3, 1716.) THIS true jacobite project has been at laſt 
diſcovered, and they imagine nobody would tell it but Bolingbroke, who, they 


have now as they ſay, clearly diſcovered, has all along betrayed them; and ſo 


poor Harry 1s turned out from being ſecretary of ſtate, and the ſeals are given 
to Mar; and they uſe poor Harry moſt unmercifully, and call him knave 
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and traytor, and God knows what not. I believe all poor Harry's fault was, 
that he could not play his part with a grave enough face: he could not help 
laughing now and then at ſuch kings and queens. He had a miſtreſs here at 


Paris; and got drunk now and then, and he ſpent. the money upon his miſ- 


treſs, that he ſhould have bought powder with, and negleQed buying and 
ſending the powder and the arms, and never went near the queen; and in one 
word, told lord Stair all their deſigns, and was had out of England for that pur- 
poſe. I would not have you laugh, Mr. Walpole, for all this is very ſerious. 
For the reſt they begin now to apprehend, that their king is unlucky ;; and that 
the weſterly winds and B's treaſon have defeated the fineſt project that ever 
was laid. The French are very angry with B. and ſpeak very ill of him in 
every houſe in Paris; but for the reſt of them, they ſay they are mad and dream, 
and that they never intended to help him at all. By this time you have rea- 
ſon to think my epiſtle long enough, and not wrote with that gravity. which 


becomes a miniſter, but that is not altogether my fault; for I have told you 
nothing but ſober and ſerious truths. 


Townſhend 
Papers, 


This is a * letter, not be given up to the houſe of commons. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM, 


Repreſents the ill conduct, weakneſs, and deſperate fituation of the pretender's 
affairs, as a warning, and diſſuades his friend Jon entering into any en 
gagements in that line. 


(September 13, 1716.) HOWEVER this letter comes to your hands, 
you are not to be ſurpriſed, fince it will not be ſent, unleſs ſuch meaſures 
are taken as may render the conveyance of it ſecure. A common friend of 
your's and mine, who arrived ſome time agoe in this country, gave me hopes 
of ſeeing you here. In the firſt heate, I flattered myſelf with ſo pleaſing an 
expectation: but when J reflected upon your paſt and preſent circumſtances, 
I began to deſpair; and yet dear Willey, it would be of the utmoſt importance 
to you, to our friends, and to our country too, if I could have an hour's con- 
verſation with you, and make you feel in diſcourſe, what muſt be very imper- 
fealy and very faintly repreſented in a letter. Depend upon what I fay to 


you, my deareſt friend, nothing can be ſo deſperate as the circumſtances of 


affairs, nothing ſo miſerable as the characters, nothing ſo weake as the mea- 
ſures; and whoever repteſents things in another light, is guilty either of groſs | 
ignorance or of ſcandalous artifice. That ardent and fincere affection which 

I bear 
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I bear you, and which I ſhall carry to the grave along with me, exafts this ad- Bolingbroke. 
monition from me; and the rather, becauſe the knowledge I have of ſome part 
of what is doing; and the gueſs I make at the particulars, which I do not cer- 
tainly know, incline me to think, that I ſhould not neglect a moment in fo 
materiall an affair, | 
If other perſons ſpeak another language, they have one of theſe two mo- 
tives; either the heate of their temper or their ignorance of facts, make them 
deceive themſelves firſt, and their friends afterwards; or elſe having nothing. 
left to looſe, and by conſequence nothing to hazard, they imagine it very law- 
full and very politick, to expoſe as many as they can to the ſame ſituation as 
they are already in. Let me therefore conjure you on no account whatever, 
to enter into any meaſure, till by ſome means or other, we have contrived to 
meet, which I hope will not prove imprafticable. Keep yourſelf till then ab- 
1 ſolutely independant of all engagements, and remember that the time vill 
15 | come, when you. will own this advice to be the trueſt inſtance of friendſhip 
4 which I can ever give you. I am not yet able to preſcribe you a very ſecure 
1 way of writing to me; aſſoon as I am, you ſhall hear again from me. I ſend 
0 you no news from theſe parts, publick papers communicate publick occur. 
rences; I will however mention two obſervations which I make, and which 
you will apply. The people who belong to St. Germains and' Avignon, were 
never more ſanguine in appearance; and yet the king of Sweden is oppreſs'd; 
+ and the regent will undoubtedly throw himſelf d cor ps Peru into the __ of 
1 A England's intereſt. 
Adieu, you. ſhall foon receive either a more particular letter, or ſee a meſ- 
ſenger of your acquaintance from me. I embrace you, my dear Willey, and 
am for ever much more your's than my own. I anſwered your laſt letters: 
the ſame perfon- that brought me your's, took care of my anſwer. What I 
7 write is only for you, and one or two of our boſome friends. The inference 
= to be drawn from it, and the uſe to be made of it, ought to be as general, as 
your concerne for perſons reaches. I give you this caution, the rather be- 
cauſe ſome things, which I writ over, and which were by no means proper to 
rebound back hither, did however do ſo, You will eaſily gueſs this not to be 
very. proper, perhaps not very ſafe for me. 
September the 17th, this letter comes to you ſealed with an head, and 
will go under our friend Jemmy's cover. 
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Period III, LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 
1720 to 727. f ; | 
. [Encloſes the preceding letter.] 

1724. 


ih 
q 
2 


Information concerning the deſigns of the pretender, collected from lord Boling- 
broke's private letter to fir William Wyndham, which was ſent unſealed to the 
poſtmaſter general, 

| SIR, | ; | Hampton Court, September 15, 1716. 
bo gg THREE poſts being due from your fide, I have none of your letters to ac- 
e knowledge; but the occaſion of my writing is to communicate to you, by 
Private. his royal highneſs's command, ſome papers and advices relating to the deſigns 
Draught, of the pretender, in order to your laying them before the king. One of them 
is a letter from the perſon employed by his majeſty to get intelligence at Paris, 
whoſe hand I make no doubt both the king and you will remember. It ap- 
pears by what he writes, that the pretender is ſhortly to make ſome new attempt 
either on Scotland or England. But this advice is more fully confirmed by 
a letter from the late lord Bolingbroke to fir William Wyndham, which came 
| to my hands yeſterday morning, in a pretty extraordinary manner. He gave it 
| | | | unſealed to young Mr. Craggs at Paris, deſiring him to ſend it open under 
| cover to his father, the poſtmaſter general, to whom it ſhould be left to ſend 
it forward, or to ſuppreſs it, as he ſhould think fitt. Old Mr. Craggs imme- 
diately brought it to me, to know what ſhould be done with it; I deſired he 
| would give me a copy of it, to lay before his royal highneſs, who preſently de- 
termined, that it ought by all means to be ſent on as directed. Bolingbroke 
ſeems to have had two views in writing it; firſt to deter his friend from 
having any ſhare in an attempt, of the ſucceſs of which he had ſo ill an opi- 
nion; and in the next place to give the government ſome ſort of proof of his 
averſion to the meaſures now taking by the party. What is moſt remarkable 
in it (as you will ſee by the incloſed copy) is, that the pretender's deſign (what- 
ever it be) appears to him to be in ſuch forwardneſs, that knowing fir Wil- 
| | liam Wyndham's zeal for that ſervice, he thought not a moment was to be 
loſt in advertiſing him, in order to keep him clear from engaging in it; and 
| then, that he looks upon the regent as determined to throw himſelf d corps 
perdu into his majeſty's intereſt. He obſerves, that the jacobites both at St. 
Germains and Avignon, never appeared ſo ſanguine as at preſent; and the 
ſame is true with reſpett to the party in England, who, according to concur- 
rent and unqueſtionable accounts from all parts of the kingdom, are ſtrangely 
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elated with the expettation of ſome ſudden attempt in their favour, in which Bolingbroke. 
Denny — 


they are confident of being ſupported by a body of foreign forces. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Expreſſes his gratitude for paſt favours—and makes ſtrong profeſſions of at- 
tachment, if his reſtitution is completed. 
MY LORD, | June 28, 1723, 


Y OU have laid the higheſt obligation upon me, in the handfomeſt and moſt 

generous manner, and I deſire your lordſhip to be perſuaded, you never 
laid any which made a deeper or more laſting impreſſion. I ſhall do my beſt 
on this ſide of the water to leflen the force of any objections againſt what the 


king has done, and intends to do in my favour; and if my reſtitution can be 


compleated, your lordſhip may have more uſeful friends and ſervants; a more 
faithful one you cannot have, than I ſhall endeavour to approve myſelf. Mr. 
Walpole tells me, that I may give your lordfhip the trouble of delivering the 
two incloſed, which I beg of you to preſent to the king, and to the dutcheſs of 
Kendal. I am, my lord, with all poſſible eſteem and gratitude, &c. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO LORD BOLINGBROKE., 


1724. 


Hard wicke 


Papers. 


Copy. 


Delivers has letters to the king and ducheſs of Kendal. Declares the king's in- 


tentions in his favour, to complete his reſtitution, if it can be carried in 
parliament. 


M LORD, Pyrmont, Tuly 9—20, 1723. 


Y laſt poſt, I defired my heacker Walpole to let your lordſhip know, that 
I had received the honour of your's of the 28th June, and had delivered 
the two encloſed to the king and the ducheſs of Kendall. But that as his ma- 


jeſty avoids reading as much as he can, during the time of drinking the waters, 


none of the letters were then returned to me. I have ſince received them from 
the king, and have his majeſty's command to acquaint your lordſhip, that he 
was very glad to find you were returned ſafe into England, The king re- 
ceived very graciouſly the aſſurances your lordſhip gave in your letter, and as 
his majeſty queſtions not in the leaſt, but that your behaviour will every way 
anſwer his expeCtation, ſo your lordſhip may be ſatisfied of his majeſty's good 
intentions to have what remains to be done in your favour perfeAly finiſhed ac- 
cording to your deſire, which being a parliamentary affair, your lordſhip knows, 

that 


Hardwicke 


Papers. 
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Period IT. that it does not entirely depend on the king; ad that it muſt be managed with 


1720 to 1727. 


1724. 


Illegible. 


circumſpection. I am likewiſe deſired by the dutcheſs of Kendall, to return 
your lordſhip very many thanks for your letter to her, with aſſurances of her 


| grace's particular regard for your lordſhip, and the ſucceſs of your affairs. It 


was an extreme pleaſure to me to ſee that your lordſhip was ſatisfied with the 
ſhare I had in moving the king in your favour; I ſhall be always ready to 
contribute my utmoſt towards compleating what your lordſhip further expetts; 
and I ſhall in all things that are in my power continue to ſhew your lordſhip 
with how much ſincerity, and with how true an eſteem, I am, &c. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE- To LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Returns thanks, and renews his profeſſions of attachment. — Flatters himſelf that 
the obſtructions to his reſtitution will be removed. 
hy MY LORD, Aix la Chapelle, Sept. 17, 1723. 
| Choſe rather to let your lordſhip know, by Mr. Walpole, how ſenſibly I 


was affefted by the letter you did me the honour to write me, while I was at 
London, than to give you immediately the trouble of another; but fince my 


brother is going to Hanover, let the opportunity be my excuſe, if I return 


you my thanks under my own hand, and write to you again, tho? I have no- 
thing now to ſay. Mr. Walpole will have told your lordſhip, what his opin- 


ion concerning my ſituation was. I have conduted myſelf agreeably to it, 
and ſhall continue to do ſo. 


There may be ſome, I think there will not be many, who will be angry not- 
withſtanding all the precautions which can be taken; but ſurely their anger 
muſt have a very ill grace, when all other pretences being taken away, they 
can have no reaſon to aſſign againſt an act of mercy, which his majeſty thinks 
fit to do, and the miniſter to adviſe, but their own private humour. After 
about a months ſtay at this place, I ſhall go back to Paris, and continue there 
or remove from thence, according to what lord Harcourt writes to me in con- 
cert with your lordſhip and Mr. Walpole. If the king's ſtay in Germany this 
year be as long as was apprehended when I left England, I muſt expect no 
decifion in my affairs for ſeveral months, but whenever the parliament does 
meet, this decifion will, I think, happen; whatever it will be, 1 ſhall prefer it 
to ſuſpenſe. My brother will have the honor to preſent this letter to your 
lordſhip. Since he is related to me, he muſt io you; and I hope 

your 
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your lordſhip will look upon him as a ſervant on whom you may always de- Bolingbroke. 


pend. I have writ by him to my lady ducheſs of Kendall, from whom 1 
have upon all occaſions received the greateſt civilities poſſible; and my lord 


Carteret having done me the honour of a letter ſome time ago, I thought it 


proper likewiſe to write to his lordſhip by him. Give me leave to depend 
on you, my lord, for making my moſt humble duty acceptable to the king. 
Whatever obſtruttions the ſpirit of party may ſtill raiſe to my return 
home, his majeſty ſhall have no where a ſubject more faithfully devoted to 


him than myſelf, nor your lordſhip a more obedient and more humble 


ſervant, &c. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE, PROBABLY TO LORD HARCOURT. 


| Charafler and diſpoſition of the duke of Bourbon favourable to the Engliſk 


court. Offers his own aſſiſtance to preſerve that good diſpoſition, —His 
ſolicitude to aſſiſt the miniſtry, 


MY LORD, Paris, December 17, 1723. 


1724. 


Received on Sunday the 12th inſtant, the honour of your lordſhip's letter Townſliend 


of the 27th of November, which our friend Brinſden brought me, and 


Papers. 


what came recommended by your lordſhip and Mr. Walpole, has been already Deqphbered by 


executed, as far as is either neceſſary or proper att this time. You may de- 


pend upon it, that the duke of Bourbon is diſpoſed juſt as you could wiſh that 
he ſhould be. He has taken all the methods which the conjuncture required 
of expreſling theſe diſpoſitions; and, as he ſays himſelf, that degree of con- 
fidence, which words cannot create, muſt be left to time, and will be wrought 
up by a ſteady conduct. He has always paſt for a man of truth, and if my 
opinion can be of any weight, you will always find him ſo. There are, how- 
ever, many things to be taken into conſideration with reſpett to this court, 


which in my opinion, will require a more than ordinary attention, and this 


attention will, if I am not deceived, be much more neceſſary ſome time hence, 
than it is actually. I have ſpoken fo freely and ſo fully upon all theſe heads 
to Mr. Walpole, that I may refer myſelf to what he has writ, and will, I ſup- 
poſe, in a few days ſay to you. | 
As to my part, my lord, I ſhall be extreamly glad on any occaſion to con- 


tribute my mite to the king's ſervice, and to help to ciment a cloſe correſpond 


ence between the two courts, whoſe true intereſt it is to be perfectly united, 
VOL, II. PART 1I. | 8 8 But 
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DInlod 122. But J muſt obſerve two things to your lordſhip, with my uſual frankneſs. 
2 One is, that to cultivate and improve this good diſpoſition in general, which I 


1724. 


Townſhend 
Papers. 


promiſe you not to negleR, as far as my power goes, and as opportunitys pre- 
ſent themſelves, is not a very important ſervice, unleſs at the ſame time I am 
able to awaken it, and to help to apply it in particular caſes, as they occur; for, 
my lord, you are not to apprehend, that this diſpoſition will be directly com- 
hated by any one, but I would not anſwer that there may not be in time ſome 
endeavours to lull it aſteep, or to divert it. Another thing, which I would ob- 
ſerve to your lordſhip, and which Mr. Walpole did yeſterday very kindly 
obſerve to me, is this, that as long as I remain in the uncertain ſtate in which 
I ſtill am, it is impoſſible I ſhould exert myſelf as I could wiſh to do in your 
ſervice, without running too great a riſque; I mean that of rendering my 
aſyle leſs agreeable, and lefs ſecure, when I cannot depend upon having an 
home. This is all which feems neceſſary to be ſaid att preſent upon the ſub- 
jet. Brinſden will return to you very ſoon, and by him I ſhall not fail to 
write again. Let me deſire your lordſhip to aſſure Mr. Walpole of my 
bumble ſervices. I will trouble neither him nor you at this time about my 
private affairs, but conclude with aſſuring you, that I am, my dear lord, moſt 
faithfully, your lordſhip's moſt obedient and moſt humble fervant. 


Lok D BOLINGBROKE, PROBABLY TO LORD HARCOQURT. 


Acknowledges his inclination to uſe his intereſt with the duke of Bourbon in 
promoting the harmony between France and England. —Views of the Spaniſk 
Faction on the crown of France.—Duke of Bourbon inclined to oppoſe the 
attempts of the pretender.— States the delicacy of his own feituation ; and ex— 

preſſes a defire that he may be ſoon relieved from ſuſpence. B 

MY LORD, pus, Dec, 28, 272. 

Have writ very largely to Mr. Walpole: that letter will no doubt be ſhewnr: 
to your lordſhip, and I ſhall avoid repeating in this any thing which is ſaid 


Decyphered by there. Your lordſhip will have ſeen by the letter, which I fent you ſoon after 
Brinjaen. Brinſden's arrival, that I loſt no time in executing what you deſired of me, and 


in putting myſelf into a condition of doing the beſt ſervice in my power. It 
is not only the intereſt of my king and my country, which I purſue in atting 
conformably to your defires, but it is the true intereſt likewiſe of a prince, 
whoſe friendſhip, he authoriſes me to uſe that expreſſion, by the treatment he 

gives 
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on his preſent intentions, they are perfectly agreeable to his declarations; but 
Mill I ſhould ſpeak contrary to my own judgement; I go further, my lord, 1 


ſhould ſpeak contrary to my own knowledge, if I told you that the ſame de- 


gree of attention to the affairs of this country, which was ſufficient in the late 
duke of Orleans's time, was ſufficient now. A long regency, great ſucceſs in 
his undertakings, many of which were hazardous, and ſuch as Lewis the 14th 
would not have ventured upon; a confirm'd power in the government, and a 
confirm'd intereſt in the king, had made that prince ſuperior to all caballs, 
and abſolute maſter of the kingdom. I hope that the duke of Bourbon will be 
ſo in time, but time is neceſſary to that purpoſe, and your court may contribute 
to it, as you did, perhaps more than you imagined yourſelves, to eſtabliſh the 
authority of his predeceſſor. In the mean while, I preſume to tell you, that 
for his ſake (and he is now the center of the publick intereſt in this country) 
great attention is neceſſary on your part as miniſters, and all the ſhew of perſonal 
friendſhip on the part of the king towards him. He is firſt in authority, tho' 


there is another prince * of the blood nearer to the crown. It were to be wiſh'd, We duke 
OI Orleans. 


that there was a better harmony between them; for their intereſt is the ſame, and 
their intereſt is the common intereſt of Europe; but the duke of Bourbon ſees 
the neceſſity of their union; and his endeavours, joyn'd to the experience which 
the other will daily acquire, may, it is to be hop'd, by degrees ciment this union, 
which, I much doubt, there are many who would be glad to hinder. The 
notion of a Spaniſh faction, which would be glad to ſet the eſtabliſhment of the 
ſucceſſion aſide, ſhould the young king fail, and throw Europe into blood once 
more, is no imaginary, but a real and well grounded notion. The endeavours 
of this faction will be conceal'd with care, and diſguiſed under various ap- 
pearances ; and as attention will be neceſſary to keep them from deceiving 
others, ſo muſt attention be had to keep them from deceiving likewiſe thoſe 
againſt whoſe intereſt they are immediately idrected. As it is reaſonable that 
we ſhould be watchful for the duke of Bourbon, ſo it is reaſonable, that he 
ſhould be watchful for us, leaſt the friends of the pretender take any advantage 
on this turn of affairs, or leaſt they take, as they are apt enough to do, en- 
couragement to intrigue, tho? they have no advantage to act. I have ſaid this 
very thing to him, and he was as explicite and as ſtrong in his anſwers to me 
upon the ſubjedt, as I could deſire. I will only add, that if there are, or 
mould come into power, any perſons favourable to that intereſt, the duke of 

$$2 Bourbon 
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Period 111. Bourbon is the only perſon capable of traverſing the impreſſions they may be 


1720 to 1727. 
— 


1724. 


ready to give, and the deſigns they may carry on. 


Your lordſhip ſees, that I obey your orders fully; they are agreeable to my 
inclinations, and have therefore a double weight. But I muſt own to you, 


| that I ſhall be fearful to write by any other conveyance, as freely as I do by 


this; and I muſt ſuggeſt to you another conſideration.  Hitherto I have had 
but few friends, becauſe I have liv'd in a very retir'd manner, and cultivated 
little beſides my garden and my ſtudys, but for the ſame reaſon I have had no 
enemys. The caſe will be ſoon alter'd, if I continue to keep in ſuch a fitua- 


tion as may make me of real uſe to the publick intereſt. It is true indeed, 


that my endeavours will have no objett but the general good of Europe, 
which in all theſe affairs is the particular intereſt of our king and of the duke 
of Bourbon; but, my lord, a proſcrib'd man, who has no ſupport beſides his 
integrity, may be ſoon diſtreſs'd and caball'd out of his credit, perhaps with 
the very prince whom he endeavours to ſerve. 

ls it not time that I ſhould make a tranfition from my ſituation here to the 
fate of my affairs in England? In a long converſation which I had the other 
day with Mr. Walpole, I think that the whole difficulty was reduc'd to this. 
In the preſent ſtate of the court and of the party, ſhould my reſtitution be at- 
tempted, there would be a ſmall number of perſons made angry in both houſes. 
Others who appear'd for me, might underhand foment this anger, and excuſe 
themſelves, by urging that they were driven to comply, and lay the whole load 
upon Mr. Walpole, to the ſtrengthening their own party credit, and to the 
weakening his. I have mention'd this, and I think anſwer'd it too in my let- 
ter to Mr, Walpole; and in truth, my lord, if there be no other reaſon againſt 
undertaking to finiſh my buſineſs, I ſhould hope that this reaſon will not de- 
termine againſt me. Let me conjure you, my lord, one way or other, to draw 
me out of ſuſpence this winter. It is grown quite unſupportable to me; and 
it is the more ſo att this moment, becauſe, if F am not after all to go.home, I 
can ſettle myſelf in ſuch a manner as will agreeable to me abroad. I am 
about to marry the marquiſe's * daughter to a young man of great quality in 
this country: I flatter myſelf, that I ſhall have the duke of Bourbon's aſſiſt- 


| ance, in making this ſettlement; and if I thought that I ſhould not be reſtor'd 


this winter, I own to your lordſhip, that I would att the ſame time take my 


Madame de Villette, niece to madame de Maintenon, — 1 he married after his fir 
wife 8 death. 


meaſures 
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meaſures to be myſelf a little better ſettled here, than I am att preſent, Once Bolingbroke, 


more, my lord, I intreat you, that this winter may not paſs over as ſo many 
others have done. Let me be either reſtor'd, or told that it cannot be at- 
tempted; in which caſe, I doubt not, but you will find the facility of doing 
what is neceſſary to ſecure the eſtate I have, and that which would belong to 
me, if my father ſhould drop. | 

I have writ to my lord Townſhend as well as to Mr. Walpole, and I 
thought it proper to make a compliment in a few lines to Carteret, that he may 
take no pretence of complaint from my behaviour. Adieu, my lord, no man 
living 1s with greater truth or a warmer friendſhip your moſt obedient humble 
ſervant. If you judg proper that I ſhould take the liberty of writing to his 


majeſty att the opening of the parliament; and if you would have me write 


any other letters, give me your orders and inſtructions. The firſt courier 
ſhall carry my anſwer, and the execution of your lordſhip's commands. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE 10 LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Requeſts him to ſolicit his reſtitution, —Profe Jes has devotion to the king ond 
the miniſters. 


- MY LORD, Paris, December 29, 1723, 


317 


1724. 


you will ſee ſo much of my writing on this occaſion, that it is but reaſon- Townſhend 


able I ſhould fave you the trouble of a long letter. Give me leave, 


Papers. 


therefore, to refer you to what I have ſaid to my lord Harcourt and to Mr, Decyphered by 


Walpole. Your lordſhip has been pleas'd to expreſs yourſelf with ſo much 
frankneſs and generofity concerning my reſtitution, that I make no doubt of 
your powerful afliſtance to bring it about att this conjuncture; and ſhould it 
fail now, I am perſuaded that your lordſhip will not blame me, if I give over all 
expeQation of it. Since his majeſty was firſt ſo good as to offer it me, I have 


endeavoured to make myſelf not unworthy of it, and I am actually giving 


you the beſt proofs in my power, that I have nothing more at heart than the 
king's ſervice, and the particular advantage of your lordſhip, and thoſe who 
are joyn'd with you. I am perſuaded, that. your lordſhip's brother-in-law, 


who is now here, will do me this juſtice, Since my letters to my lord Har- 
court, and to Mr. Walpole were writ, here has, happen'd one of thoſe very 


things I was apprehenſive of; it is of great moment, and gives great alarm to 
all thoſe who mean well to the preſent eſtabliſhment in England and in France. 
Some 


Brinſden. 


— INETOnO_ 
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Period III. Some meaſures ſhould be taken to prevent, if poſſible, more errors, for ſuck 
— 'I will yet awhile believe them, from being committed. I think Mr. Walpole 
1724. cannot be inſtrufted to ſpeak too ſtrongly and too plainly on this occaſion; 

| and in ſaying thus much to your lordſhip, I mean a ſervice to the prince who 
governs here, as well as to his majeſty, and to the common intereſt of Europe, 

I am, my lord, with reſpect and truth, your lordſhip's moſt obedient humble 


ſervant. 
LORD BOLINGBROKE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


[Encloſes a letter to lord Harcourt, ] 


Townſhend (Tueſday evening.) I Have had company all day, and. am a little out of 


Fapers. order to night, fo that T have not been able to write all the letters I intended. 
This to lord Harcourt, I deſire you to ſend. I need not recommend to you, 
that it may go in your pacquet to lord Townſhend. You know how much I 
ought to deſire, that neither Schaub nor his patron may know any thing of 
my correſpondence. Adieu, dear fir; I do aſſure you that I am, and that 
you ſhall always find me moſt — your obedient humble ſervant. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO LORD HARCOURT. 


Common ſome intelligence. Deſires ; bis correſpondence may be kept ſecret 


From Carteret and Schaub, 


December 30, 1723. 
Townſhend PRAY tell my lord Harcourt from lord Bolingbroke, that although the letter 
Papen. writt according to the firſt appearances, and according to the ancient cha- 
Decyphered by raRter and preſent aſſurances of a certain perſon, yet in his letters to lord Har- 
Srixfaen. court and to Mr. Walpole, as well as in the cloſe-of that to lord Townſhend, 
enough is ſaid to put them on their guard, beſides which, the minutes Brinſden 
took, are plain. However, lord Bolingbroke has ſeen, fince Brinſden went, 
new reaſons to be alarm'd, and will therefore once more write his thoughts 
on ſo nice a ſubjeA. The feud between the two princes encreaſes daily; they 
who help to encreaſe it, uſe it to drive the miniſtry into the king of Spain's in- 
tereſt; the duke du Maine, who is undoubtedly in this intereſt, tho uncle to 


the duke of Orleans, is well with the duke of Bourbon, and takes meaſures 


with him. 
Lord 
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Lord Bolingbroke wiſhes and hopes that his friend will not abandon his own Bolingbroke. 
cauſe, becauſe there is one whom he hates before him; but lord Bolingbroke e 


will not anſwer for it. It is certain, that long before lord Bolingbroke, or any 
one elſe ſuſpected it, and before the king of Spain could aſk it, it was reſolved 
on for Spain; and it was as certain, that the late king of France would not 
ſend him there ten years ago, becauſe his character was too well known; in a 
word, things have an ill aſpe&, great art muſt be employed, and great pains 
taken to bring them right. Adieu. Brinſden will decypher this ſcrawl for 
you. f ä 
Lord Bolingbroke recommends one thing particularly to you, and to Mr. 
Walpole, and lord Townſhend, that lord Carteret may not have the leaſt wind 


of this correſpondence. R would come ſoon to the ears of Schaub, who is 


the tool of the women here, a coxcomb, and dangerous. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE, PROBABLY TO LORD TOWNSHEND'- - 


Without date or ſignature, but endorſed December 29, 1723, N. S. in Brinſ- 
den's hand-writing. 


Prevalence of the Spaniſh faction in various inſtances. — Politic advice of lord 


Bolingbroke, with reſpect to Horace Walpole's interference in the affair of lo 
Vrilliere's dukedom. Cord Bolingbroke's reſtoration: ſolicited. 


1724+ 


TT is certain that the Spaniſh faftion: begins to be very buſy, active, and ſan- Tounſhend 
guine. Frejus, beyond diſpute, is in it, tho* not ſuſpected by the duke of Papers. 
Bourbon. A ſtrong proof of it, among others, is this, that when a certain Decyphered by 

perſon quoted the duke d' Angouleuſme's caſe, as a precedent for ſettling the Brinſden. 


family of the preſent duke of Orleans, he objeQted to the precedent as a bad 
one, becauſe the duke of Angouleuſme was preſumptive heir to the crown, 
and urged inadvertently enough, that to follow that precedent,.would be to 
give umbrage to the court of Spain. This fact is freſh and true, it is unne- 
eeſſary to make reflections upon it, his bigotry is very great, and his devotion 
to the court of Rome: hence the hopes which the jacobites have of good offices 
from him. The duke of Bourbon befides a confidence in his friendſhip, 
keeps meaſures with him, on account of his great influence over the younge 
king. He is always preſent when the duke of Bourbon is with the king, and: 
without the name of miniſter, has the power. Lord Bolingbroke ſpoke plainly 
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Period 1II. on this man's character, and on the jealouſy which it may occaſion very juſtly. 
Knee} The duke of Bourbon promiſes, that he will be very watchfull to hinder him 
1724 from doing any miſchief, and the duke of Bourbon, certainly means what he 
ſays; but ſtill there is danger from that quarter. Lord Bolingbroke appre- 
hends that Mr. Walpole 1s not enough aware of this. Marſhall de Villars is 
not at all to be reckon'd upon, vain and light, newly reconcil'd to the duke 
of Bourbon, very capable of any new and raſh meaſures : the duke of Bour- 
bon, between theſe two, may without a miracle be miſled. He has been ſo 
undoubtedly in the choice of Teſſè to go to Spain. This man is ſo avowedly 
in the Spaniſh faction, that he own'd to the late duke of Orleans, that ſhould 
the king dye, he look'd on the king of Spain to be the rightfull heir, notwith- 
ſtanding the treaties, renunciations, &c. Monteleon, his boſom friend, going 
back to Spain at the ſame time. All this joyn'd to the marſhall's intimate re- 
lation to the court of Turin, may furniſh matter of very diſagreeable ſpecula- 
tion. Lord Bolingbroke has ſpoke plainly on this ſubje&, likewiſe to Mr. 
Walpole, who depends on the marſhall's friendſhip, but will, it is to be hoped, 
be however on his guard, The duke of Bourbon having opened his heart to 
lord Bolingbroke upon la Vrillier's affair, and confeſs'd himſelf under the 
greateſt difficulty imaginable; the king being violently ſett againſt the thing, 
and the nobility clamorous. Lord Bolingbroke thought that he threw a very 
favourable opportunity into Mr. Walpole's hands, when he acquainted him 
with it. Had Mr. Walpole took the negociation from Schaub, he would 
| Have undeceiv'd the king, by ſhewing him that this buſineſs which had been 
repreſented to him as eaſy, was of the utmoſt difficulty. If att laſt the king 
inſiſted upon it, and it ſucceeded, Mr. Walpole would have had the merit. 
If it ſpun into length, and fail'd with the king's conſent, Mr. Walpole laid the 
duke of Bourbon under the utmoſt obligation, in no caſe he run any riſque. 
He was of another opinion, and declin'd talking with the duke of Bourbon 
upon it; lord Bolingbroke, however, repreſented it ſo to the duke of Bourbon, 
as not to let him perceive that Mr. Walpole did decline helping him on this 
occaſion. There are ſeveral caballs forming, on which an attentive eye muſt 
be had; it would be too long to enter into particulars; uſe may be made of ſome 
of them to counterwork Frejus and the Spaniſh faction. It ſhould have been 
added above, the preſent duke of Orleans has declar'd. publickly, that he 
thinks himſelf obliged to juſtify his father, and to aſſure the nobility, that his 
father would never have made M. de la Vrilliere a duke; this declaration puts 
| the 
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the duke of Bourbon under ſtill greater difficulties. Schaub by falſe repre- Bolingbroke, 
— 


ſentations, has made the king go ſo far, that he can hardly go back, and it is 


certain, that the duke of Bourbon dares not go forwards. Madam de Platen 
might have found in this country many people who would have been proud 


to marry her, and againſt whoſe promotion to the dukedom there would have 


been no objettion; for inſtance, if madam de la Vrilliere's brother was the 
man, inſtead of the ſon, he is of ſo great quality that nobody could complain; 


but Schaub, upon pretence of ſerving madam de Platen, has been making uſe 
of the king his maſter to ſerve la Vrilliere. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE, PROBABLY TO LORD HARCOURT. 


Deſcribes the ſituation of parties in France, in regard to the future ſucceſſion of 
the crown, —Grves advice. 


(January 12, 1724.) THIS is the ſecond letter which I write to you, ſince 
Saunderſon's [ Brinſden's] departure, and that is more by two than I in- 
tended. The ſubjects on which you defire help and information, are too 
nice for one in circumſtances as precarious as mine are: but Fletchville [Bo- 
lingbroke] ſees ſo evidently the whole ſyſtem of affairs expoſed to new embroil- 


1724. 


Townſhend 
Papers. 


In cypher.* 


ments, that ſtiff Dick [Bolingbroke] cannot forbear once more to ſend you 


an account of what he obſerves, and to ſtate his opinion to you on the facts to 
be mentioned, and on a multitude of others, which would make too large a 
volume. You have thought perhaps that my former accounts have vary'd a 
little, and that Freeman | Bolingbroke] has fluQtuated in his opinions, and you 
have thought right. Thoſe who have ſeen things neareſt, have ſeen the ap- 
pearances vary almoſt every day, and have been ready to decide very dif- 
ferently, at different times. Thoſe who are beſt informed, have often not 
known what to think. And thoſe who are leaſt inform'd, - have continu'd to 
judge as their favourable or unfavourable opinion of the duke of Bourbon 
leads them. The duke of Bourbon has a plain intereſt, he ſays, he ſees it; and 
no longer ago than Saturday, he expreſs'd, talking with Frampton [ Boling- 


broke, ] a good deal of reſentment, that he ſhould be ſuſpected of views re- 


pugnant to it. The party for the ſucceſſion, according to treatys, is con- 


This letter being moſtly written in cypher, and there being no key, the meaning has been 
explained, partly by comparing it with the other decyphered letters, and partly from con- 
jecture. mo 
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Period III. ſiderable, and the whole body of the people will fall in with this fide, unleſs 
— the princes give up or ſpoil their own cauſe; for Ellis [the king of Spain] is 
1724 deſpis'd, and the Italian faction dreaded here. In this light, every thing ap- 


pears well. | a | 

But turn the tables, F. Frejus] has an influence over Dunch [the young 
king] which the duke of Bourbon is forc'd at preſent to ſubmit to, and of 
which, perhaps, he did not att firſt ſee the conſequence; but I hope, and be- 
lieve he begins to be jealous of it. He has great confidence in V. [probably 
Villars] and T. [probably Tefle] Now theſe perſons are indiſputably in 
with Epſom [king of Spain]. The firſt is timorous; the ſecond ready to 
change as bis intereſt turns; the third imprudent to the laſt degree, tho? form'd 
to all the little artifice of oi; and in Freeman's [Bolingbroke's] opinion, 
capable of going farther than the others, and faſter too. There are ſeveral 
dependants of ſome, or all of theſe, who are deep in the ſame project. One 
club of the richeſt and ableſt men in Clermont | France, ] and who have at 
this time great authority in the revenue, are cloſely united to V. [ Villars,] in- 
timate with the duke of Bourbon's miſtreſs, and extreamly truſted by him. 
Theſe have been a good while in correſpondence with oa [probably king of 
Spain] by Cadis and St. Malo. Stiff Dick [Bolingbroke] ſpeaks poſitively, for 
the information comes to him thro' the ſame channel, thro* which the late duke 
of Orleans had his. The effects of which information would have been ſeen, 


with reſpect to this junto, if he had liv'd longer. Add to all this, that the 


duke of Bourbon's miſtreſs is attached to him by no inclination, and is at once 
the moſt corrupt and ambitious jade alive. In this light, every thing appears 
ill; ſo ill, that feveral people do not heſitate to think the duke of Bourbon. 
determin'd againſt his true intereſt. Franklyn's [ Bolingbroke's] preſent 
Opinion, is different from this. Stiff Dick [ Bolingbroke] believes, that his 
proximity to the crown, makes a great impreſſion on him; that he has been 
very ſincere in moſt of the general profeſſions to Franks | Bolingbroke]. But 
ſtiff Dick [ Bolingbroke} thinks likewiſe, that the bitter hatred of the 
duke of Orleans, has made a mighty impreſſion on his mind. I ſee his 
fear on this head, thro' all the care he takes to hide it. Suſpicions, therefore, 
go thus far, that he hearkens to thoſe who flatter him with hopes of great ſup. 


port and great advantage from Ewers [king of Spain]; that he goes ſome 
lengths with theſe people, but that he does not deſign to go all the lengths 


which he ſees, nor ſees all which the others intend to lead bim; here is. the 
very 
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ciliation between the princes, which numbers are watchful to prevent; which 
is certainly difficult; but which is certainly not impracticable. Stiff Dick 
[Bolingbroke] .has negleAed nothing which he durſt venture towards it. 
Freeman [Bolingbroke] came from Verſailles on Saturday, fully perſuaded 
that this point was ſecure. . He gave Child's [Mr. Walpole's] brother notice 
of it in confidence. Since that time, he finds it grown uncertain, and will 
ſoon know from what cauſe this alteration proceeds. The ducheſs dowager of 


Orleans was yeſterday in the ſame ſentiments as laſt week, and anſwer'd for 
her ſon. | 


By this imperfe& ſketch, joyn'd to what has been ſaid before, you will form 


ſome notion of the preſent ſtate of things. And you will be my witneſs, that 
I am not backward to ſerve the king, my country, my friends, * * * miniſter, 
and I may add thoſe of Clermont [France] particularly; the duke of Bour- 
bon, whoſe true intereſt I am heartily ſollicitous for, as well as the public 
peace and tranquillity. You muſt not expect, I doubt, to ſee things come to 
a clearer and more certain ſtate very ſoon; and the only reſolution you can 
take att preſent, and which admits of no delay, is this; to attend to all that 
paſſes with more than ordinary care; to be informed even of the moſt ſecret 
motions of 01; and of all which the ſeveral cabals do there, or att Paris; to 
have in ſome meaſure the direQion of thoſe which purſue the ſame end; to 
ſpeak plainly, and kindly, and ſtrongly to the duke of Bourbon; to endeavour, 
above all things, to fix him in his true intereſt; to ſhew him, that he can want 
no ſupport, when he 1s firmly united to Dormer [king of England], and to the 
duke of Orleans; to keep a ſecret correſpondence with the ducheſs dowager 
of Orleans, and thoſe who att for the duke, for he himſelf is young and raw. 
In ſhort, to negociate perpetually, for give me leave to ſay, that if the union, 
Francis | Bolingbroke ] lays ſo much weight upon, was made, and was never ſo 
cordial, yet you would be in the wrong to relax in your attention, You muſt 
look upon yourſelves, in ſome meaſure, like careful tutours. The late duke 
of Orleans might be left alone to take care of himſelf, but the caſe is not in 
all reſpects the ſame now. Means there are enough, and every day will af- 
ford more; but it is impoſſible to deſcend into all thoſe particulars. You will 
meet with much cunning, and little faith, but be aſſured, you have among 
the Clermont zacharies | French miniſters] no great abilitys to apprehend. 


Remember theſe lights are for you, communicate them to none but Chivers 


Tt 2 [Walpole] 
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Period III. [Walpole] and Harris [lord Townſhend], I have good reaſons for giving. 


1720t01727. 
— — 


you this caution. You will be ſure to take your meaſures to watch T. [pro- 


_ bably Tefſe] as well as his friend, and my old acquaintance Monteleon. 


Nothing which Freeman { Bolingbroke] can do, has been or ſhall be neglected, 
but he thinks it will not be convenient to write any more in this manner, You 
are on your guard, that is enough. Adieu. Francis [Bolingbroke] will 
not doubt but he ſhall find on your fide of the water, the ſame cordiality and. 
the ſame zeal which he thinks he has evidently ſhewn. 
Since this letter was writ, I have recollected a thing, which may ſeem but a 
trifle, but which I judge important enough to be added. Talking with young 
Chivers Horace Walpole] and giving him about perſons and things, the beſt 
information Frederick | Bolingbroke] could, mention was made of Torcy, 
Flemming [Bolingbroke] told nakedly and truly the pro-and the con, and his 
own opinion to boot: he perceiv'd that Cheſter | Horace Walpole] was im- 
mediately jealous, This I tell you freely, Flemming [ Bolingbroke] took a 
little unkindly, becauſe he has aQted a part which deſerves confidence, not 
ſuſpicion. If this man's being employed came in queſtion, you may aſſure 
yourſelf that Franks [ Bolingbroke ] would ſpeak as he did in the caſe of T. 
[probably Tefle ) but ſurely it is of ſome ſervice in ſpeaking to a friend, to- 
tell all one obſerves, that he may judge the better. I will ſpeak of this to 
Cheſter [Walpole] myſelf; but in the mean while, I thought it proper to. 
mention it to you, leaſt ſome miſtake ſhould. be received, and paſs current by 
my ſilence. Adieu, if my letters are of any uſe to you, your brethren, and. 
the publick, I am ſufficiently paid; but I muſt deſire you to excuſe me, if I 
venture no more, fince I may perhaps do Fretchville [Bolingbroke] more 
hurt than I can do you good, by meddling in buſineſs, in which I have no- 
thing to do, and to which I have no very proper call. I juſt now am in 
form'd again, that the reconciliation does not go ſo well forward, as I could. 
wiſh, I am ſorry for it, and will negle& nothing in my power. 


FROM LORD BOLINGBRORK E. 


Without fignature or addreſs. Probably to his confidential ſecretary 
Brinſden. 


an! his reſolution to be grateful to thoſe who afſi oe in obtaining his 
inen. 


I Received 


WA. 
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1 Received your letter of the 13th of January by the courier. You ſeem Bolingbroke. 
very ſanguine, and I take it for granted, that you have ſome reaſons to be 
ſo, which are not explain'd. In the letter I have received from lord Har- 8 
court, I obſerve nothing poſitive, either for or againſt what we both wiſh, I Papers. 
do aſſure you, that you might very ſafely venture your life on the return Ne. | 
which I ſhall make to ſuch obligations as you mention. I have liv'd long 

enough to have worn out all engagements, except ſome few of private 
friendſhip, which I had contrafted, and ſhall go back if I return to you,. 

under none, but thoſe of gratitude and friendſhip to the perſons who 

bring me back. I am extremely glad that the trifle. was ſo agreeably 

receiv'd. The perſon“ who received it, has writ me the moſt obliging 

letter imaginable. As to S. f he is ſo inſignificant a fellow, that it is a kind + Schaub. 
of mortification to imagine, that one muſt be on one's guard againſt him. I 

am ſo, perfectly; and he ſhall have no real occaſion of complaint. What he 

may invent, I know not. I forgot to mention, that I believe Mr. Walpole is 

now convinc'd of what J hinted to him ſome time ago, as ſoon as the thing was: ; 
done; which is, that the perſon} nam'd to be miniſter at the court of Eng- t De Buy. 
land is nam'd by the duke of Bourbon's whore, and her cabal, of which a 

principal member is Monſ. de la Vrilliere. f 


LORD BOLINGBROKE, PROBABLY TO LORD TOWNSHENDs 
Without addreſs or ſignature. In his own hand-writing, partly in cypher. 


Complains of the oppoſition made to his reſtoration. — Hopes it will be obviated. 
Ads in concert with Horace Walpole. —Speaks contemptibly of fir Luke 
Schaub.—Exculpates himſelf from the imputation of being friendly to the 
jacobite intereſt, and of having paid a. viſit to Atterbury,—Expreſſes his 
attachment to the king. 
MY. LORD, | 
Was out of town, when J received the honour of your lordſhip's letter of Townthent 
the 14th of January, but am come back time enough to anſwer it by the Papers. 


courier, who goes away to day. I am not naturally prone to ſuſpicion; and I Decyphered by 
ſhould be extreamly to blame, if I entertain'd any of thoſe who have kept Brinſdene 


their words with me; who have us'd all the frankneſs poſſible in their pro- 


* Probably means the ducheſs of Kendal, to whom he ſent ſome trifling preſent, and who 
was highly inſtrumental in his reſtitution... 
ceeding 
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Period III. ceeding towards me, and of whoſe friendſhip I have received the ſtrongeſt 


1720to 1727. 
— 


1724. 


proofs. I do aſſure you, that I have not the leaſt. Upon what your lordſhip 
writes, I obſerve that the oppoſition which you lay any weight upon, is drawn 
into a very narrow compaſs. The torys will not, you think, declare againſt 
me, and J agree perfectly with your lordſhip, that if they take this reſolution, 


it is for their own ſake, not for mine. The whigs, who always oppoſe the 


court, and who will, for that reaſon, oppoſe my reſtitution, you ſeem to put 
likewiſe out of the caſe; and indeed ſince my reſtitution is not the cauſe of 
their oppoſition, this oppoſition ought not to be a reaſon, why your lordſhip 
does not make it one, againſt attempting my reſtitution. The only perſons 
therefore, whoſe oppoſition deſerves conſideration, are thoſe, who are friends 
to my friends, but have been haſtily and unwarily drawn in by my enemys; or 
thoſe, who apprehend I may be forming ſchemes againſt them, whenever 1 
am reſtored. Theſe perſons, your lordſhip thinks, ſhould be ſoften'd by the 
moſt gentle and prudent methods, in which opinion, I readily concur with you. 
Theſe methods, your lordſhip hopes, will be attended with ſucceſs, and it is 
inconceivable to my apprehenſion, that they ſhould fail of it. Such of your 
friends as have been haſtily and unwarily drawn off, will gradually, and upon 
reflection, come back to your ſentiments; and for ſuch of them as are only 
doubtful of the part I may act after my reſtitution, ſurely, my lord, they will 
be convinced, that my lord Townſhend and Mr. Walpole are as much inte- 
reſted in that matter as themſelves, and can judg better of it. Upon the 
whole matter, this affair is now brought to ſo ſhort an iſſue in the moſt favour- 
ble conjuncture poſſible, that I cannot but flatter myſelf it will be conſummated; 
and that if it ſhould, by ſome unforeſeen miracle, fail at this time, I ſhall be 
ſufficiently juſtify'd to my family, and to my friends, for taking the reſolution of 
expecting it at no other. 

I am glad that my letters have been received, and that they are taken as 1 
meant them. I have made my compliments to Mr. Walpole,* with great 
ſinecrity upon his nomination. He will, I am perſuaded, receive them with the 
more ſatisfaction; becauſe I am ſure, that I have neglefted no one thing in my 
power, which might be uſeful or agreeable to him. No part of my conduct 
ſhall give any man occaſion to ſay, that I a& in concert with Mr. Walpole, and 
by order from your court. But I cannot anſwer that in a place, where people 
are very alert, ſome jealouſy of that ſort may not be entertain'd, when they 
perceive me to live in intimacy with him. As to S. [Schaub] he is ſuch a 


* He means Horace Walpole, on being appointed envoy extraordinary. 


whiflling 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 327 


whiffling mean fellow, that I own to your lordſhip, whatever importance he Bolingbrokc. 

may be thought to be of, he can inſpire me with nothing but contempt. As 
to the marriage, how far it may be praQicable at preſent, to obtain the dutchy, 
ſhould the duke of Bourbon in earneſt deſire it, I know not; but this I know, | 
that I have aQted no otherwiſe than in one of my former letters I explain'd, 
and that I meddle neither directly nor indirectly in it, which I deſire your 
lordſhip on my word to affirm, if there be the leaſt reaſon to do ſo. 

There remains, I think, nothing but the poſtſcript of your lordſhip's letter 
to be anſwer'd, in which you aſk me, what you may moſt truly ſay, ſhould 
you ever hear again ſo idle a charge as that which you mention. You may 

: ſay, my lord, that it is a moſt impudent groundleſs lye, that he, whoever he 

2 is, that advances it, cannot be more averſe to the jacobite intereſt than I am; 

* and that there is not a man under the ſun, whom I have leſs reaſon to truſt, or 
5 more to complain of, than the late biſhop of Rocheſter. I went laſt autumn 

= to the waters of Aix by Namur, from Mons, but the road being exceſſively 

bad for a coach, I came at my return by Brufſels. Was I to go again, I 

ſhould take the ſame road, without ſuppoſing that I ſhould be ſuſpeQed, after 

= all which has paſs'd, on ſuch a filly foundation; and any other foundation than 
1 this, no man living will, I am ſure, be hardy enough to ſay that he has. Once | 
> for all, my lord, be pleas'd to depend on what I formerly told you. The hopes 
of returning home, or the fear of continuing abroad, have never had the leaſt I 
influence on my conduct, with reſpeR to the part I have openly and avowedly | F 
taken theſe ſeven years; and in which I ſhould continue, were it as much for 


1724. 


. my private intereſt to be attached to the pretender, as it is to be attached to 
8 the king. I am, my dear lord, your moſt faithful and moſt obedient 
ſervant. 


(Feb. 3, 1724.) I Have concluded a marriage for the marchioneſſe's “ 
daughter, on which occaſion, monſieur le Duc has been ſo good as to procure 
ſeveral very great advantages to the young couple. The marchioneſs has 
given up all her penſions in part of her daughter's portion. I thought this 
effect very proper to be diſpos'd of, ſince it could be ſo with advantage. I be- 
lieve your lordſhip will be of my opinion. 

lou have had, without doubt, a courier from Mr. Stanhope long ago, and 
your lordſhip has obſerv'd, that the whole junto are Spaniards, except Leide. | 


* He alludes to the daughter of lady Bolingbroke, by her former huſband the marquis de la 
Villette. x | 
| There Sill 
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There is not a man of common ſenſe, except the Inquiſitor general, who has 
parts, and D. Miguel da Guerra, who, beſides his parts, has great knowledge. 
I have heſitated ſome time, whether I ſhould mention to you a thing, which 
is in my opinion, of great moment; but which I have no call to meddle in, 
and may therefore ſeem officious by doing ſo. I will, however, mention it, 
for I had rather run the riſque of a ridicule, than that of negleQing any thing 
uſeful to the king's ſervice, and to the ſervice of my friends who ſerve him. 
The preſent king“ of Spain will be certainly as much an humble ſervant to his 


_ wife, as his predeceſſor was to his. Your lordſhip eaſily imagines, that this 


conſideration has been entertained by the dutcheſs dowager of Orleans. A 
thouſand reaſons concur to make her deſire, in the preſent conjunQure, to cul- 
tivate and improve the influence ſhe has always had on her daughter's mind, 
and which ſhe has ſo far neglected, by an indolence too natural to her, that ſhe 
has att this moment no body about the queen of Spain, whom ſhe can truſt. 

Lord Bolingbroke has been conſulted in this affair; and he took the occaſion of 
inſinuating, that ſince none fit for ſuch a truſt could be ſent from France, without 
giving ſuſpicion, the beſt expedient would be to give the management of this 
affair to the miniſter of England, whenever ſuch a one ſhould be ſent, as might 
be inſtrufted in his paſſage thro* France. Your lordſhip ſees at one view 
twenty advantages, which would with good management reſult to the king's 
ſervice by this means. The expedient was ſo far from being diſlik'd, that 
lord Bolingbroke was deſir'd to give notice, when any perſon was ſent from 


England to Spain, and to inform them, whether his character was ſuch as might 


Walpole 
Papers. 


render it prudent to truſt him in ſo nice a matter. Adieu. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


On the refuſal of fir Matthew Decker to pay the money * to 0 
Bolingbroke, 
Whitehall, April 2, 1724. 
OU will receive incloſed, a letter to my lord Bolingbroke, which comes 
from my lord Harcourt, to give him an account of the very bad reaſons, 


I think, fir Matthew Decker gives for not paying a great ſum of money he has 


in his hands of madame de Villette's, on pretence, that it is my lord Boling- 
broke's, and that he may be made anſwerable for it by parliament, You will 


* Louis by the abdication of his father Philip the Fifth. 


pleaſe 
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pleaſe to give this letter to his lordſhip, and let him know I ſhall very readily Bolingbroke, 
do him all the ſervice I am able in this affair; my lord Harcourt is of opi- 7 | 
nion, that madame de Villette ſhould preſent a petition to Monſ. le Duc,“ and . The duke 
deſire his interpoſition with his majeſty in her behalf, and care ſhould be Bourbon. 
taken that only madame de Villette's name ſhould appear in this money mat- 
ter, by which means the king may better inſiſt on obliging fir Matthew te do 
Juſtice, and to repay the money, which he now, as I ſaid, declines to do. I 

| think your way ſhould be to let lord Bolingbroke and madame de Villette ma- 

| nage this matter themſelves with the duke of Bourbon, without your appearing 

3 in it, or ſaying any thing of it at firſt; till the duke ſhall ſpeak to you himſelf, 

and then you may undertake to uſe your beſt offices, and promiſe all the aſ- 

fiſtance you are able to give for procuring juſtice to madame de Villette, on her 
petition. And of this you may give all the aſſurances you may think fit to 
my lord Bolingbroke, that as ſoon as the duke of Bourbon ſhall have ſpoken | 
to you upon it, you will recommend the affair in the ſtrongeſt terms; and that | 
you make no queſtion but that I ſhall promote it here with the greateſt 
earneſtneſs. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


Thanks him for civilities ſhewn to lady Bolingbroke.—And declares that he will 
be ſatisfied with a partial reſtitution. 
MY LORD, | Oktober 24, 1724, 
SINCE I have not only an opportunity, but a pretence of writing to your _ _ 
grace, you will, I am perſuaded, give me your leave to do it, that I may 


— 6 


at leaſt return you my thanks for thoſe marks of your friendſhip which you C. 
have given me, and for my ſhare in the obligations which your civilities have 

laid on the perſon * who delivers this letter to you. I ſhall wait with a per- 

fe& confidence the effect of thoſe promiſes which have been made me this 
ſummer, and ſhall receive it with a due ſenſe of the king's goodneſs, and of 

the friendſhip of his minifters. If theſe promiſes are ſhort of thoſe offers 

which were made me ſeveral years ago, it will be however an entire ſatisfac- 

tion to me, that this difference muſt ariſe from the temper of party, and from 

the circumftances of affairs, fince no man will, I am ſure, affirm that it ariſes 

in any degree from my conduct. Do me the juſtice, my lord, to be perſuaded, 


* His wife, madame de Villette. | 
VOI. II. PART II. vu that 5 
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, Period III. that I am with much truth; your grace's moſt humble and moſt obedient 


1720t0 1725. 
ie 


1724. 


Townſhend 
Papers, 


ſe rvant, 


LADY BOLINGBROKE, AS MADAME DE VILLETTE, TO LORD 
TOWNSHEND. 
[Without date, but written in 1724. 


Thanks him for his civilities, and expects the fulfilment of the promiſes for lord 
| Bolingbroke's return. 


LE jeudy. Les raiſons qui me privent, my lord, de l'honneur de vous voir 

avant mon depart m'affligent et m'inquiettent. Je ſouhaite de tout mon 
cœur que votre indiſpoſition n'ait point de ſuite. Si vous jugẽs à propos de 
vous ſervir du remede que j'ai fait venir a Mr. de Walpole, et dont tant de 
gens ſe trouvent bien chez nous je vous en enverray. Je n'ai pu faire finir 
ma conſignation qu'a midy. Je pars dans le moment comblee de vos po- 
liteſſes et de celles de Mr. de Walpole; mais je compte ſur quelque choſe de 
plus ſolide qui font vos paroles et Phonneur de votre amitiẽ dont je vous de- 
mande a l'un et a Pautre la continuation. Je vous ſupplie d'eſtre bien per- 


 ſuades de mon cincere atachment à vos intereſt et de celuy de mon ami, et 


Egremont 
Papers. 


de me croire auſſy parfaittement, wo je le fuis, milord, votre tres * et 
trẽs obiſſante ſervante. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 


Sends this letter by his wife, madame de Villette.—Expreſſes uncaf neſs at his 
own uncertain ſituation. 


May 22, 1724. 

HE marquiſe will acquaint you, my dear friend, with the particular rea- 
ſons of her journey, but I cannot let her go without ſaying ſomething my- 
ſelf in general, both concerning her journey, and my preſent ſtate. You 
know how many years I have been led on by promiſes, ſince the firſt offers 
of returning home, were made me in the king's name, and you muſt be ſen- 
ſible how inſupportable long ſuſpence muſt be to a man who is prepared for 
any thing certain, and determined. Among other inconveniencys, which 
have attended this ſtrange ſituation, it has been none of the leaſt that the ſmall 
fortune which I had ſav'd and acquir'd abroad, has been expoſed to abund- 
ance of dimunitions and loſſes, which were inevitable, and muſt continue ſo as 
long 
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long as I, continue unable to take any permanent meaſure, and live upon ex- Bolingbroke, 


pedients form'd in the two different and incompatible views of ſtaying abroad, 
and of returning home. In ſhort, neither my mind nor my purſe can bear 
to remain any longer in this condition; and I ſhould be much happyer and 
much richer, if I had four years ago lay'd aſide all expectations of a reſtitu- 
tion. The only confideration which kept me from it then, was the conſidera- 
tion of what I ow'd to my family, and much more of what I ow'd to my friends ; 
I hope that I am acquitted to both. I will certainly not ſhut the door againſt 
| myſelf, nor renounce that claim which the king and his miniſters have given 
me, and which has been fortified by the frankneſs and openneſs of my conduQ. 
But I cannot live any longer in an inn. My health decays a great deal. I am 
perhaps come to the latter ſcenes of life: it would be ridiculous to paſs them in 
a ſtate of fruitleſs expeCtation, hardly to be juſtify'd during the firſt, I will 
aſſemble all the poor remnants of my ſhattered fortune, and content myſelf 
with fuch a ſettlement as they are ſufficient to make me, be it what it will, and 
where it will. | 

I need not aſk your friendſhip to the bearer of my letter. It is hard that 
ſhe ſhould be obliged to go in ſuch a manner, and on ſuch an errand into En- 
gland, but to people tir'd with ſuſpenſe, the proſpe& of coming to a decided 
ſtate ſweetens every thing. She will appear juſt as ſhe finds it neceſſary, on 
account of her money, which John Drummond put and kept unjuſtifiably in 
that rafkal Decker's hands. If it is not yet pay'd, ſhe is madame de Villette, 
and has nothing to do with my affairs, but comes about her own, for ſurely 
any diſſimulation is allowable to get out of the hands of robbers and aſſaſſins. 
There 1s nothing in the world I ſhould be ſo glad of as to ſee you, and I will 
hope, that ſome how or other that may be contriv'd. Pray embrace lord Ba- 


1724. 


thurſt for me, and deſire him to continue me that friendſhip which on my part 


ſhall laſt as long as I laſt. I deſire to make my compliments to lord Gore, 
whom I have not the honour to know much, but whoſe character I reſpe& ex- 
treamly. To our common friends be pleas'd to be my plenipotentiary. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 
Expreſſes his affeftion for a few friends. 
February 6, 1725, 
Am ſorry for the alarm which my late indiſpoſition has given, and I am att 


the ſame time flatter'd by it, The truth is, that the frequent returns of the 
v u 2 feavour, 
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Period III. feavour, and the perpetual diſorder which dwelt in my ſtomach, had worn me 


quite down, and exhauſted all my ſpirits; but the marquiſe, who knows that I 
never diſguife any thing to her, not even thoſe things which may be diſagree- 
able, ought to have moderated her own alarm, and yours, by what I writ att 
the end of the ſame letter as acquainted her with my illneſs. God be prais'd, 
I am very mueh better. Not only my feavour ſeems. effetually eur'd, but 
my ſtomach begins to be re-eſtabliſh*'d, and F am in hopes that my life will 
become worth wearing ſome time longer. It is not neceſſary. to hve, but it is 
fo neceſſary to hve agreeably, that I do not well conceive how any. one can 
reſolve to live otherwiſe, unleſs he be chained down to life by the ſentiments. 
of his heart, and the force of friendſhip. For my own part, there is nothing 
elſe which makes exiſting defirable to me, and if the marquife and one or two 
friends did not attach me to life, I ſhould foon grow tir'd of the world as one 
grows tir'd of bad company, and wiſh to- be out of it. Thefe are not the 
thoughts of a melancholy man, my dear friend, but of a reaſonable man, of 
one who has been taught by time and reflection to ſee things as they are, and: 
to rate them according to their true value. I wiſh. with all my heart that the 
act which is to paſs in my favour may be ſoon brought on, and I ſuppoſe that 
it will be ſo. But I know too welb the neceſſity of timing things in parlia- 
ment, to be ſurpriz*d or concern'd att ſome delay. The ſtate you deſcribe: 
of people who expect they know not what, who are ready to be angry, they 
know not why, and eager to ad, tho? they have neither plan nor concert, is a 
ſtate which I have been ſeveral times a witneſs of. In a government like 
our's, not only the ſtronger paſſions, but every little humour, bas force enough 
to ruffle the face of public affairs. All which an honeſt and ſenſible man can 
do, is to ſteer on with calmneſs, and to guide himſelf with the reaſon of 
things, whilſt the herd of mankind are deliver'd over to their paſſions. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM.. 


(Jan. go, 1725.) IT is very true, my dear friend, that I do not deſire 
health, more earneftly than I deſire to be delivered from ſuſpence, and enabled 
ſome where or other to enjoy that quiet, which is the only object I propoſe to 
myſelf for the reſt of my life. The ſecond part of your ſeſſion is now begun; 
and I hear that your houſe is like to be very full; tho' I do not hear of any 


| buſineſs you have which deſerves much vivacity. That which relates to 


me, cannot ſurely create any. 


LORD 
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LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM, Bolingbroke. 


Entertained hopes of a complete reſtoration during the life of George I. Re- 
linquiſhed thoſe hopes on his death. — Is determined to retire from the world, 
and to live principally in France. Motives for fo doing. 

MY DEAR SIR WILLIAM, Paris, Nov. 29, 1735. 


OU think too reaſonably yourſelf, to be furprized, that a man who makes Egremont 


uſe of his reaſon, who is almoſt threeſcore, and who has paſſed ten ſuch 
years as I have lately paſſed, ſhould begin to conſider how it becomes his 
character, his temper, his fortune, and his circumſtances, to conduct the laſt 


aft of his life, and to wind up the whole piece. I have thought very ſe- 


riouſly, and very much att leiſure, on this ſubje&, fince I left England; and 1 
take the opportunity of Mr. Chetwynd's return thither, to communicate theſe 
thoughts, andthe reſult of them, my reſolutions, to you, with an entire aſſurance 
that yon will approve the one, and aſſiſt me in executing the other. Whilſt 
the late king lived, I had a juſt claim, and a fair proſpect, grounded on his 
promiſes, and on the conjunCture, fo that I might, and did expect to compleat 
my reſtoration, and I ſettled accordingly amongſt you. Since his death, I 
have entertained no ſuch expeQation, nor have, in truth any very warm deſire 
of that kind. Give me leave to afſume upon this particular occaſion, ſince the 
fact is true, what I ſhould not aſſume perhaps on another, tho” the fact were 
equally true; whether I have done well or ill, whether I have ated amongſt 


you to any purpoſe or to none, I have atted with as little regard to perſonal 


intereſt as any man ever did. They who believe ſo will do me juſtice, and 
this juſtice is all I aſk of them. The ſame public ſpirit, and private friendſhip 
would carry me ſtill on, if your circumſtances were {lll the ſame, or if any new 
means of being uſeful to you were in my power. You are grown to be a for- 
midable minority within doors, and you have a great majority without, I am 
ftill the ſame proſcribed man, ſurrounded with difficultys, expoſed to morti- 
| fications, and unable to take any ſhare in the ſervice, but that which I have 
taken hitherto, and which, I think, you would not perſwade me to continue to 
take in the preſent Rate of things. My part is over, and he who remains on 
the ſlage after his part is over, deſerves to be hiſſed off. 

Theſe reflections have led me naturally to the reſolution of retiring from the 
bufineſs of the world abſolutely, and from the world itſelf much more than I 
have done hitherto. This reſolution is the more eaſy for me to take, becauſe 
| 1 
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Period III. it ſuits my temper as well as my circumſtances, and is neceſſary in the ſole 


1720 to 1727. 
— mms) 


views of buſineſs or amuzement, which I ſet before me, and deſign to purſue 
during the remainder of my life. Since I reſolve to retire in this manner, it 
is of little conſequence to my friends, whether I fix my retreat at home, or 
in this country. Whenever they have any real want of me, which is a caſe 
not likely to happen, I ſhall obey their ſummons, as long as I live, and enjoy 
a competent ſhare of health; for which reaſon, tho? I ſettle no longer in 
England, I will not ſettle any where elſe, nor be any thing in France but an 
inhabitant of the world. The reaſons that determine me to continue here att 
preſent, and the ſtate of things that takes off all prudential objections to my 
continuance here now, will be the ſame in all probability for ſome years; and 
a very few years more may poſſibly compleat the term of my life, att leaſt 

they will carry me to a point of age at which it is quite indifferent where one 
ends it. In this light, you ſee, that the eſtabliſhment I had almoſt compleated 
before the late king's death at Dawley, becomes uſeleſs to me. Tho? none 
of the favourable contingencys that might have happened, did happen whilſt 
I was in England, but on the contrary, even ſuch croſs events as I had no. 
_ reaſon to apprehend; yet I might be tempted perhaps to keep a place where I 
have lay*d out ſo much to improve the habitation and the eſtate, if I remained 
fixed in England. | 

My enemys cannot ſay I am afraid of them, nor my friends, that I decline 
their ſervice. If I part with mankind, I hope that I part fairly with them. 
As to myſelf, I have done all that I could do for my own ſervice, in the great 
point of view, hat, I mean, of being reſtored, whilſt the late king lived, and this 
| point of view continued open to me. Since that time, I have atted a part that 
I ſhould not have acted, unleſs I had been ſure of myſelf; ſure that I could 
live out of the world with great ſatisfaction, whenever it became impoſſible 
for me to live in it with dignity. Adieu, my dear fir William, I have nothing 
more to add but my ſincere wiſhes for the happineſs of you and yours. It 
would be to wrong our friendſhip, if I ſaid any thing more to preſs you to 
aſſiſt me in forming this new ſcene of life. The importance of it to me, wil 
be motive enough to you. Embrace for me our common, and dear friend 
Bathurſt, who will be your fellow labourer in this, as he is in affairs of much 
greater conſequence. > 


LORD 
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ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 


Remarks on the general ſati faction from the project of peace.—Cenſures the 
frequent armaments and guaranties.— His motives for retiring from the 
world, and reſiding in France.—All hopes of his reſtoration, which George 
the firſt had ſolemnly promiſed, at an end, —Propoſes to juſtify the duke 
of Marlborough in many inſtances —Where he thinks him juſtifiable.— 
Deſires to receive documents from the ducheſs.—Applauds the conduct of his 
friend. | 


| Chantelou, Jan, 5, 1736. 

] Send this letter to Paris, that it may be conveyed to you, my dear fir Wil- 

liam, either by your ſon, or by my brother-in-law; by the firſt of them 
who goes to London, for there you are, I ſuppoſe, by this time. It is true 
that I writ a very long letter to you ſome months ago, in expeRQation of hav- 
ing an opportunity of ſending it ſafely to your hands att that time. But that ex- 
peRation failed me, and I burnt the letter, for it was not one of thoſe one chuſes 
to keep by one. Much of what I ſaid concerning private characters, and pub- 
tick affairs, Mr. Chetwynd is able to inform you of. This alone I will ſay 
here, that if our friend lord Stair was on this fide of the water, he would ceaſe 
to apprehend the exorbitant power of France, and the exorbitant uſe like to 
be made of other real power. The project of peace, for it is not yet quite a 
treaty, gives great ſatisfaction, no doubt, to thoſe who apprehended the war 
might grow more general. What merit is aſſumed upon this occaſion where 
you are, I know not; but I know, that things would have gone much as they 
have gone, if Horace Walpole had remained att home, and the nation had 
fpent ſome millions leſs. If your ſhew of arming has had any effect, it has 
been where it became us leaſt to interpoſe, as Britons, as freemen, and in ſhort 
as a people who have given a right or pretence to foreign nations of intermed- 
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ling in our domeſtick affairs, by aſking and accepting their guarantys of our 


proteſtant ſucceſſion. Whatever new partition is made of the conteſted 
countrys, it will laſt no longer than till an opportunity offers to one ſide or 
other, of breaking it: for none of theſe ſyſtems of cure go to the bottom of the 
wound. And on the ſame principles of policy, on which we have acted for many 
years paſt, we muſt arm whenever a new ſquabble ariſes; ſo that the frugality, 
which the ſtate of our debts and' revenues require, can never take place, nor 
the true advantages that the fituation of Britain gives her, be improved. 


What 
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3 What I mean by this i is, that he who will judg rightly of the conduQ of af- 
2 fairs, muſt not judg of this or that particular part alone, but muſt conſider the 


general principle on which our conduct proceeds, and what the effects of it 


have been, and will be. But J ſtop here, and had rather leave my meaning a 
little obſcure, than run into reaſonings which J endeavour every day to for- 
get. It is time I ſhould forget them. 

By the letter which Mr. Chetwynd has given you from me before this time, 
and by what he has ſaid to you in conſequence of the diſcourſe he and I had 
att our parting, you are enough informed, my dear fir William, of the reſo- 
lution I have taken concerning the ſcheme of my future life. I am confident 
you approve it. You would be ſorry, I am ſure, if I wanted the courage to 
ſay to myſelf, thy part in public life is over. Let me depend on you and Ba- 
thurſt for enabling me to live like a coſmopolite the reſt of my days. For this 
purpoſe, you muft diſpoſe of Dawley for me. Were my father likely to dye, 
this meaſure would be prudent, and fince he is likely to live, it is neceſſary. 


To what purpoſe ſhould I keep an expenſive retreat, where in all probability 


I ſhall never retire? in one ſence, and no improper one, it may be faid, that I 
have no excuſe for chuſing to be att home, except two, an opportunity of being 
uſeful to my friends and my country, or the means of compleating that reſtora- 
tion, by frequent, ſolemn, and unſolicited promiſes of which, the late king drew 
me into England, The opportunity is over, the means are not in my power, 
and in the preſent ſtate of things, the end is no longer deſirable. Upon this 


head, J hope to have ſoon your anſwer. Chavigny will convey it ſafely to du 


Nocquet, and du Nocquet muſt be directed to ſend it under cover to the mar- 
quis of Matignon. In things of this kind, the canal of Chavigny is not im- 
proper, for he is a friendly man. Whilſt I was att home, I ſerved for an alarm 
to the whigs, and they were threatened with my coming into power. It is to 
be preſumed, this cant is out of date. But if any thing of that kind is ſaid, 
or any opportunity offered to you, or to any other of my friends, of making 
ſuch an anſwer, I defire the anſwer may be, that I neither expect nor deſire 
power, and as to my being reſtored, I am perfectly indifferent. That the 
ſervice of my friends, and of my country, to whom I thought I was of ſome 
uſe, kept me in England from the time of the late king's death, that having 
done all I could do for both, I think myſelf att liberty to live where I amuſe 


- myſelf the moſt, and enjoy the greateſt eaſe. Whilſt I am abroad, it will be 


ſaid, perhaps, either that I feared to continue att home, or that I am doing 
miſchief 


Na 
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miſchief here. If either of theſe two things are ſo much as inſinuated, give Bolingbroke, 
me leave to ſay, that I expect from your friendſhip, that you ſhould treat none 


them with the contempt they deſerve, and anſwer from me, that I will be in 
London as faſt as poſt horſes can carry me, and the winds permit, after I re« 
ceive notice, that any man has an accuſation to lay to my charge, You men- 
tioned to me, in one of your letters this ſummer, my lord Hardwicke, Let me 


deſire you, whenever a fair and unaffected opportunity offers, to preſent my 


bumble ſervice to him; and to aſſure him that, wherever I live, I ſhall pre- 
ſerve for him as long as I live, a great eſteem, and a moſt inviolable friend. 


| ſhip. Adieu, my old and dear friend, I embrace you with the uttmoſt 


tendernels. 

It comes to my mind, to mention to you a thing, which you will take notice 
of or not, as you ſhall judge proper, I let fall to Pulteney more than once, 
that in ſeveral publick relations, and in others that I have ſeen, ſome parts of 
my late lord Marlborough's conduct in the operations of the war are cenſured, 
and I believe unjuſtly; the expedition to the Moſelle in 170g, the inaQtivity 
of 1707, and others, In whatever I write that is hiſtorical, I will be neither 
apologiſt, panegyriſt, nor ſatiriſt; and beſides, I ſhall touch very lightly 


_ marches, battles, ſieges, encampments, and that inferior detail of hiſtory, for 


ſuch I think it. But yet I ſhould be glad to do juſtice to my late lord 
Marlborough, where I can do it with truth on my fide, If therefore, her 
grace, his widow, thinks. fame of any concernment, I will make an honeſt 


_ uſe of any materials ſhe may give me, for clearing up the truth in thoſe 


parts, where it has been moſt diſguiſed, or is leaſt known, I leave her free 
liberty to do as ſhe pleaſes, but ſhe ought to take it well, if I give her the 
hint. 

J ſay nothing to you of your winter campaign, I ſuppoſe it will paſs in 
making compliments, and giving money, However it paſſes, I am ſure that 
your ſhare in it, will be that of an honeſt and a wiſe man, and that if you can- 
not do much good, you will prevent att leaſt ſome evil, You have contri. 
buted fignally to unmaſk the knave, and to expoſe the fool, in a country 
almoſt overrun by the two, and almoſt tainted to the vitals with corruption, 
You muſt proceed in the ſame honeſt cauſe; the good you have done, puts 


it into your power to do more and greater; and the reputation you have ac- 


quired, ought to be eſteemed by you, a motive to future, as well as a reward 


to paſt merit. As to myſelf, for the tranſition from you to me, is made natural 
vor. II. PART 11. Xx x | by 
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Period HI. by our union and intimacy; if I have not enereaſed the number, I ſuppoſe thay 
132 I have exaſperated the malice of my enemys during my ſtay in England, and 
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by the part I ated there. As to my friends, I do not ſuppoſe that I have 
encreaſed their number, or warmed their affection. Pis a common eaſe; our 
enemys look backwards, as well as forwards, and put both to account. Our 
friends ſeldom look backwards, always forwards; and what we call gratitude is 
generally expeQation. But be this as it will, I fear nothing from thoſe I have 
oppoſed; I aſk nothing from thoſe I have ſerved. If you hinder the conſe- 
quences of the revolution, from deſtroying that conſtitution, which the revolu- 
tion was meant to improve, and perpetuate; I ſhall end my days in the obſcurity: 
of retreat, with far greater ſatisfaction, than the ſplendour of the world ever 
gave me, as buſy as I have appeared in it, and as fond as I have been of it. 
I grow every hour more indifferent to life, and to the eommon concerns of 
life. It is fit, that be who approaches the uſual term of life, ſhould do fo. 
But this indifference vill never affe&t my ſentiments for the publick, nor 
thoſe of private friendſhip. As long as my heart continues to beat, it will 
beat warmly for Great Britain, and for you. Once more, dear friend, adieu. 
My beſt reſpeQs to all yours. | 


' LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 


Adviſes temperance.— Speals of his own ſlate of health.—Want of ſleep, and 


occaſional dejection of ſpirits.—Virulently abuſes fir Robert Walpole, —Aſſerts. 
that the ſudden death of George the Firſt prevented his diſgrace. — Forms and 
ſupports the party in oppoſition, —Conſiders corruption as more dangerous than 


the Spaniards into Italy. 


Feb. 20, 1736.. 


Egremont I Thank you very kindly, fir William, for your's of the 23d of January; and 


Papers. 


rejoice to hear, what Charles has ſince confirmed to me, that your tedious. 
fit of the gout is over. The diſorders you complained of in the ſummer, were 
forerunners of it, or perhaps indications that you wanted it. Strange con- 


dition of humanity! our greateſt evils, phyfical, as welt as moral, are to be 
cured moſtly by other evils; options are often continued to evils, and all that 


the wiſeſt, nay the happyeſt man, has to do in many caſes, is to change, if he 
1 9 9 can 


preragative. Condemns the Walpoles.— But approves the peace. —Conſe-. | 
guences of the ſyſtem eſtabliſhed at the peace of Utrechi, and of introducing, 
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exn, the greateſt into the leaſt, the longeſt into the ſhoneſt, T have no gout, Viss 
<an, the greateſt into ongeſt into o go 


but I have frequently interruptions of fleep, and great depreſſions of ſpirits. 
J relieve myſelf, when the firſt happen, by yielding to them, at whatever hour 


they take me; I riſe, and read, or write, or walk about. I give full employ- 


ment to this flattering activity of the ſpirits. When I cannot have fleep as I 
would, I take it as I can; and like my brother animals, I recover by ſnatches 
in the day, what I loſt in the night. They ſay, this method is unwholeſome. 
But if it ſhortens like in one Tence, it prolongs life in another, and a better, 
We loſe time enough in Jeep, but to loſe any in endeavouring to ſleep, is un- 
neceſſary profuſion, As to the other evil you complained of, that laffitude 
and depreſſion of ſpirits, temperance and even abſtinence is the proper remedy, 
for our ſpirits flag by repletion. He who neglefts this remedy, muſt purge 
often, or ride like the lord“ of Cirenceſter. You and I uſe too little exerciſe; 
1 will uſe more, and fince I cannot go abroad to fetch a walk, I am reſolved 
to turn poacher, and have defired Charles to apply to you and to lord Gower 
to aſſiſt in tempting me into the woods. I remember that Cheyne, with a 
gallon of milk coffee, and five pounds of bifcuit before him, at breakfaſt, de- 
claimed to Pope and me, againft the immorality of uſing exerciſe to promote 
an appetite, But a much better caſuiſt, and a much better phyſician too, than 
Cheyne, even the aforeſaid lord of Cirenceſter, preſcribes exerciſe to prevent 
indigeſtion by the trituration of aliments, to maintain a due fluidity in the 
blood, and to promote the moſt ſenſible benefit of inſenſible perſpiration. I 


could not help ſaying thus much about health, and the ſubject is not improper 


to be treated by one, who has paſſed the period att which the ancients placed the 


commencement of old age, theſe nine years, in writing to one that approaches 


that period very nearly. 
You overrate by much, my friend, the merit of thoſe ſentiments you men- 


tion, and that have produced the reſolution I communicated to you att Mr, 


Chetwynd's return into England. There is ſome courage of mind requiſite, 
no doubt, to reſolve to abandon one's friends and one's country, and a ſettle- 
ment juſt made. But you will give me leave to ſay, that there was at leaſt 
as much neceſſary, to reſolve to continue in my circumſtances ſo long amongſt 
you. Had the late king been pleaſed to leave me in my exile, inſtead of in- 
viting me home, I had ſaved myſelf many years of trouble, and many articles 
of expence; I had enjoyed greater eaſe of life, and been a richer man. Had 


Earl Bas 
thurſt. 


I ſtopped ſhort even au his death, and taken the reſolution I have now taken, 


XX 2 I had 
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Period III. I had certainly conſulted my perſonal intereſt more, and ſaved a great deal 


1720 to 1727. 
1 


on both the heads of trouble and expence. . But I know not whether I ſhould 
have been ſo well ſatisfied with myſelf in either caſe. Tho! the late king durſt 
not ſupport me openly againſt his miniſters, he- would. have plotted with me 
againſt them, and we ſhould have ſerved him, our country, and ourſelves, by 
demoliſhing that power that is become tyranny in the paws of the greateſt bear, 
and the greateſt jackanapes upon earth. It is therefore a ſatisfaction to me, 
that I was not wanting to my friends, to my country, and to myſelf in a con- 
junQure, the advantages of which, were defeated: by nothing but ſudden 
death. When the preſent king came to the throne, I heſitated on the part I 
ſhould act, I own it to you with ſincerity, but I heſitated only for a moment. 
I ſaw the conſequences of the event with reſpedt to me. I ſaw that I ſhould 
have many difficultys to encounter, more mortifications to bear, and among 
others, that of drudging in a lower form of buſineſs than it. became me to 
do, and being the common. butt of the moſt foul mouth'd calumny. But L 
was engaged, a party was formed, I had contributed to form it; and tho' I 
neither expected, nor deſired (as many perſons have heard me declare, whe- 
ther they believed me or no) any favour, or benefit to myſelf, yet I thought it 
my duty not to decline the ſervice of this party, in this cauſe, till the party 
itſelf either ſucceeded, or deſpaired of ſucceſs. It is therefore a ſatisfaction 
to me, that I have fulfilled this duty, and I had my ſhare in the laſt ſtruggle 
that will be made, perhaps, to preſerve a eonſtitution which is almoſt deſtroyed, 
under pretence of mending or defending it. There are thoſe that will laugh 
att the man, or deem him an hypocrite, who aſſigns ſuch motives of conduct, 
could they have their reaſons for ſuch Judgments, But * will not; and ta 
you alone J vill account for mine. 

I know not whether you may judg as deſpondingly as I do, concerning the 
preſent ſtate of our conſtitution. But be pleaſed to dwell in your thoughts 
one moment on theſe ſhort and obvious reflexions. The corruption now em- 
ployed, is att leaſt as dangerous as the prerogative formerly employed. 
Againſt prerogative, the publick alarm, and the oppoſition of parliaments, 
were a real ſecurity. Againſt corruption, extended as it is, what real ſecurity 
remains? is the public alarm kept up? does the oppoſition in parliament pre- 
vail? but enough of this. I will trouble you no more with theſe melancholy 
reflexions on the ſtate of our conſtitution; for our's it will be to me, under 
what government ſoever I live. In every other reſpe&, be aſſured. that 1 
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which my enemys, I ſuppoſe, triumph, takes away in the leaſt from the quiet 
of my mind, or the happyneſs of my life. I am ſure you wiſh this to be ſo, 
and therefore I aſſure you, upon my honour, that it is ſtrictly true. 

Our miniſters are certainly very lucky, and very priviledged perſons. When 
they intrigue themſelves into diſtreſs, and negotiate public affairs into greater 
confuſion, far from being cenſured, they are aſſiſted, and the whole ſtrength 


and wealth of the nation layed forth to redeem every blunder that Horace 


commits, and to repair every croſs accident which his brother did not foreſee, 
in foreign affairs. When they are drawn out of theſe. difficultys, by the ſkill, 


or ſomething elſe of other men, the merit is aſcribed to them, and they receive 


the reward. In the preſent conjuncture, I rejoyce as much as it becomes me 
to do. I think the emperor luckily off, and in a better condition than he was, 
The publick tranquillity is reſtored. There is an appearance of preventing 
future quarrels by the guaranty of France to the pragmatick ſanction. But 
the old quarrel is, in my apprehenſion, as likely to produce new diſorders as 


ever. Conſider. By the treaty. of Utrecht, the emperor had all the States 


contended for, except Sicily. Sicily was given to a prince, who had ambition 


_ enough, but not force enough, to light a new fire in Italy, that might ſpred to 


the reſt of Europe; and the emperor, on many accounts, was unable to light 
this fire of himſelf, by attacking Sicily. His rival for the Spaniſh ſucceſſion, 
who had ambition and force enough, was barred.by the neutrality of Italy. On 
this foot, things might. have been kept quiet in the ſame ſtate; and if in time 
any new diſpoſition of feudal eſtates in Italy, had been thought expedient, as I 


believe it would have been, the emperor might have had Sicily att laſt, the duke 


of Savoy might have been indemnifyed, and aggrandized, and no power let in 


to diſturb the publick tranquillity. The partition of the dominions of Italy, 


muſt. be deemed pretty indifferent, after all the changes that have been made, 
and conſented to on all ſides. But the great point for. ſecuring publick 
peace, was to keep the Spaniard out, to hinder the two rivals from tredding 
on the ſame continent; and that point was given up when the principle of the 
fyitem of the Utrecht treaty was departed from, under pretence of conſummat- 
ing the peace, and of ſatisfying the unſatiable ambition of the queen of Spain. 
The emperor was diſſatisfyed formerly that he had not Sicily. Do you ima» 
gine Spain better ſatisfyed now.? The partition is. varyed, but the ſame ſeeds 


of diſcontent are ſown, and there are now two rival powers eſtabliſhed in the 


ſame 
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money that has been ſpent, and all the diſtraction that has been kept up. 
from the treaty of London of 1716, the triple and quadruple alliance in- 
cluſively ? | 

Io return to myſelf, and to private affairs. My reſolution being taken, you 
Tee, that the ſooner that part of it which you, and my other friends, are ſo 
kind as to execute, is executed, the better it will be for me, ſince I cannot 
be att my eaſe, till I am better ſettled abroad, and ſince I cannot be fo ſettled, 
till 1 know what to reckon upon. I think it however of great conſequence, 
that the matter ſhould be proceeded in, with the caution and ſecret I firſt de- 
fired. You will ſee what I writ lately to Mr. Corry, and you will combine 
the whole in your thoughts, I chuſe the firſt plan, for the reaſons mentioned 
att large in former letters. I only propoſe the ſecond as neceſſary in the 
ſecond place. In all events, that houſe muſt not be a charge to me, nor the 
profits of the eſtate be conſumed in management. I thank you for making my 
compliments to lord Hardwicke. You will renew them as opportunity ſerves. 
He afted an affectionate part to me, and I ſhall always preſerve the memory 
of it. By the meſſage which lord Carteret delivered to the dutcheſs of Marl- 
borough, I have done what I judged right. If ſhe is in earneſt, in the anſwer 
ſhe made, I ſhall hear from her. If ſhe is not, I muſt do as well as I can, with. 
out her grace's aſſiſtance. Whenever Mr. Leveſon comes into this country, 
he ſhall be ſure of my beſt advice and affiſtance, and of this I defire you to 
aſſure my lord Gower, with my beſt compliments. All here ſalute you, and 
yours. My reſpetts attend on my lady and Mrs. Wyndham. As this con- 
veyance of letters thro' Monſ. de Chavigny, and Monſ. du Nocquet, is ſafe 
enough, you will let me hear from you at your leiſure. Adieu, dear fir Wil- 
liam, 1 am ever unalterably your's, whether in the world, or out of it. Pray 
be ſo good as to embrace Batt. for me; I wiſh I could have half his good for- 
tune, that of ſelling dear. I ſhall buy land no more, no, not a burying 
place. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO LORD CHANCELLOR HARDWICKE, 


Returns thanks for his good will and friendſhip.—Accuſes fir Robert Walpole 
yg having 24 22 the king's inclinations in his favour. 
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(Argeville, October go, 1742.) YOU was pleaſed to renew in ſo kind a Bolingbroke. 
manner, when I was laſt in England, the marks of your friendſhip, that I think Hard Pra 
myſelf bound to take the firſt opportunity, I have had fince my return to this Papers, 


country, to make my acknowledgements to your lordſhip. You ſhewed me 
good will and friendſhip, though I was a ſtranger to whom you owed nothing 
perſonally, whilſt many, who owed me much, affeQted to ſhew me their diſ- 
like and their enmity, becauſe there was a mean merit acquired by doing ſoz 
and even as far back, as when the favour of the late king could not protect me 
againſt the malice of his miniſter, nor ſecure me the full effect of his promiſes. 
Theſe are obligations, my lord, and-ſuch as I ſhall remember always. The 
life I now lead, the place I inhabite, and the company I ſee in it, furniſh: 
nothing, that can be of information or entertainment to your lordſhip ; a great 
ſcene, and one wherein the greateſt talents may be, and indeed require to be 
exerciſed, is opened. God grant, it may be cloſed by barring. effectually a 
family ambition, which I apprehend that we revived, or encouraged at leaſt, by 
the quadruple alliance, and have favoured too much ever ſince, I ſee diſ- 
tinatly but one corner of this ſcene}. and I believe your lordſhip will approve 
my filence ever about that. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO BORD HARDWICKE. 
Accuſes fir Robert Walpole of meanneſs and treachery. 


| (Batterſea, Nov. 12, 1744.) I Send you tv volumes of the letters you 
deſire to ſee, of which a few are printed by Pope's: diredion. The ſecond 
may give your lordſhip poſſibly ſome ſatisfaQion. The firſt, I fear, is fitter 


for a young man, who begins bis ſtudyes, than for your peruſal. With 
them your lordſhip will find fome addreſſed to Pope, on metaphyſical or 


rather antimetaphyſical matters. The letter writ to Wyndham I found, and 
F ſend it; and with it two others: one was writ to lord Stair, on what he 
eommunicated. to me from lord Sunderland. His lordſhip took fo little care 
of it, notwithſtanding. the caution given him in it, that falling behind his ſcru- 


tore, it was found by M. de Mezieres, in whofe houſe he had lived, and 


printed as you ſee it, for reaſons obvious enough. There is likewiſe a draught 
of that which I ſent to the late king, in 1725, ſoon after he had brought me into 
this country. What I preſſed for then, and do not even deſire now, your lordſhip 
may think perhaps, was not ill ſupported, At leaſt you will ſee, how mean and 
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Period 1II. treacherous @ part the miniſter in power ated under the maſk of good will, 1 
trouble you no further. I only aſk your indulgence, to which I have this 


Etough 


claim, that I obey your commands, and that I ſhew myſelf naked, as it weve, 


to you. I wiſh to hear, that a ſpirit of conciliation has operated, ſuch as our 


preſent diſtreſs requires. I am, my lord, with true reſpe&, &c. 
It may be proper to ſay, by way of poſtſcript, that thoꝰ ſome things in the 


letters to Pope, may appear heterodox, they will be more ſo, relatively to 


theology, which I do not much eſteem, than to evangelical religion, which I 
reſpect as I ought. Many inaccuracies muſt be excuſed, ſince they were 
never correQted, nor read by me, fince the firſt heat in which they were 


Writ. 


 ErToucn's minutes of a converſation with fir Robert Walpole, on the attempt of 


lord Bolingbroke and the ducheſs of Kendal to obtain his diſmiſſion in 1727. 
[(September 13, 1737.) I Had an opportunity for full converſation with 


Papers. ſir Robert Walpole. I mentioned then to him, Bolingbroke's reports, of his 


often attending the late king at ſupper, and of his intereſt being ſo prevailing, 
that it was with the utmoſt importunity and addreſs, he perſuaded the king to 
defer the making him prime miniſter, till he returned from Hanover. He 
condeſcended to give me this explanation. He ſaid lying was ſo natural to 
St. John, that it was impoſlible for him to keep within the bounds of truth. 
He might truly boaſt of his proſpes, for they were very great; tho' things 
were not ſo fixed and near as he pretended. He had the entire intereſt of the 
dutcheſs of Kendal, and having this, what conſequences time would probably 
have produced, required no explanation. St. John, he averred, had only been 


once with the king, which was owing to his importunity. 


The king had given fir Robert a memorial of St. John's, conſiſting of three 


ſheets of paper. He obſerved the cover was not ſealed, and therefore the 


deliverer of it muſt certainly know from whence it came, and perhaps the 
contents, On the two Turks diſclaiming all knowledge of the affair, he 
went to the dutcheſs of Kendal, who owned the part ſhe had afted, with the 
addition of falſe and frivolous excuſes. He then obſerved, that her grace was 
of weak and low underſtanding. St. John, in this addreſs, had defired an au- 
dience, and undertook, if admitted, to demonſtrate the kingdom muſt ſhortly 
be ruined, if fir R. Walpole continued prime miniſter. Sir R. Walpole him- 
ſelf, humbly and earneſtly defired he might be admitted; he told the king, if 
| this 
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this was not done. the Cour would be, that he kept him to himſelf, and Bolingbroke. 


would allow none to come near him, to tell the truth. This was repeated to 
the dutcheſs, who promiſed her intereſt with the king. 

When fir Robert next attended her grace, ſhe ſaid the king was averſe to 
ſeeing St. John, taking for granted, it muſt make you uneaſy. He replied, he 
could not be eaſy till St. John was admitted. This was ſo much preſſed, that 
he was ſoon after gratified with an audience. Lord Lechmere happened to 
come upon buſineſs at the ſame time, he enquired who was in the cloſet; he 
heard Walpole was alſo at court: he then imagined him to be ſole director. 


Fully poſſeſſed with this conceit, he went in to the king. He began with re- 


viling Walpole, as not being contented with doing miſchief himſelf, but in- 
troducing one who was, if poſſible, much worſe; and thus he departed, without 
offering the papers to be Tigned, which he brought as chancellor of the dutchy. 
This diverted the king extreamly, who made it the ſubje& of converſation, 
when fir Robert waited on him; he ſlightly mentioned St. John' s demonſtra- 
tions, and called them bagatelles 

I have been thus minute and exaQ, becauſe St. John and his friends have 
made the thing ſurer and more imediate, than can be juſtified from reality. 


On the other fide, ſome of the great man's neareſt relations and friends have 


deemed it as groundleſs, and have thought fit to repreſent him as under no 
fort of apprehenſion from his rival. I will therefore repeat what he ſaid ſe- 


veral times, and particularly at the end of the converſation, which was nearly 


in theſe words. © As he had the dutcheſs entirely on his fide, I need not 
add, what muſt or might in time have been the conſequence. He informed 
me the ſame day, that the bill in favour of St. John, is wholly to be aſcribed 
to the influence of the dutcheſs. Either the preſent viſcount Chetwind, or 


his brother William, conveyed eleven thouſand pounds from St. John's lady 


to lady Walſingham, the dutcheſs's niece. 
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LETTERS AND PAPERS RELATIN GTO THE DISTURBANCES 


IN IRELAND, ON ACCOUNT OF WOOD's PATENT, FOR 
COINING COPPER MONEY. 


CONTAINING 


1. Correſpondence between fer Robert Walpole, the duke of Newcaſtle, the duke 


of Grafton, and lord Carteret. 


2. Between lord chancellor Midleton, and Thomas, and Some — Brodrich. 


— 


1. « Correſpondence between fir Robert Walpole, the duke of Newcaſtle, the duke 


of Grafton, and lord Carteret. 


DUKE OF GRAFTON TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN. 
Complains of lord chancellor Midleton's diſreſpefful behaviour. 


(January 24, 172g.) I Don't touch upon each head of your letters to 
Mr. Hopkins “ relating to me, yet they make a due impreſſion, and I hope, I 


„His ſecre- {hall find my advantage in thoſe hints, which, I am ſenfible, proceed from the 


tary. 


trueſt friendſhip, as I am, that your grace's profeſſions thereupon, are very 
fincere; in confidence of which, I will take the liberty to mention a treat- 
ment of the lord chancellor to me, which is not at all obliging, and which, I 
believe you will think very extraordinary. I muſt acquaint you, that whilſt I 


was in the country, the king's letter appointing the lord chancellor to be in 


the government was return'd hither by the lords juſtices, upon the omiſſion of 
a neceſſary clauſe; his lordſhip preſs'd my ſecretary very much to have it 
deliver'd to him, who defir'd to be excus'd, as neither conſiſtent with reſpect 
to me, nor his duty, to deliver a letter to have any thing executed upon it, in 
my abſence, which was directed to me. Thereupon my lord apply'd to the ſe- 
cretary's office, upon the private intimation he received from Ireland, and 
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before I arriv'd, obtain'd a new letter to be prepared and ſigned, and ſent 


till this morning (my public day) and then ſo far from any apology, that he 
made no mention of this proceeding. This uſage, I have cauſe to take amiſs, 
but another part of it more, viz; his procuring the king's letter to be directed 
contrary to the uſual forms obſerv*d in all or moſt caſes, as you will remark, 

when you ſee it, and which is a ſlight I have not deſerved: I have mention'd 
this behaviour to the king, who does not at all approve of it, and I have pre- 
pared his majeſty ſo, as that he will not be uneaſy to have again the trouble 
of ſigning another letter, if the lords juſtices think proper to return that now 
upon the road, in order to pay the proper compliment to the lord lieutenant 
in the addreſs. As I write to your grace as a particular friend, and one who 
has both my honor and intereſt at heart, I know you will in this point have 
regard to both, and treat this in the manner you think proper. 


DUKE OF GRAFTON TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


— on account of Wood's patent. 


SIR, Dublin, Auguſt 22, 1723. 
FTER the ceremony and forms, upon firſt coming into the kingdom, were a 
little over, I took the firſt opportunity of diſcourſing with the principal 
perſons here, and with thoſe likewiſe in whom I had moſt confidence upon a 
matter which I found was in every body's mouth that I converſed with, and 
which I was inform'd was the ſubjet of all converſations, both in town and 
country; I open'd it as a point I had much at heart, and us'd all the argu- 
ments I was furniſhed with, to induce them to come into my ſentiments, in 
order to ſupport the king's patent, I mean the new copper money. I am 


ſorry to find it is ſo diſtaſtfull to the country; that even thoſe who are moſt 


forward to enter into meaſures agreable to our fide of the water in all other 
inſtances dare not undertake the defenſe of this patent; they allow, that ſome 
obje ions made to it are frivolous, but yet, that there are ſome things in it ſo 
prejudicial to the kingdom, and ſo much more ſo, than in former grants of the 
like kind, that in their own opinion, they can't like it, but to ſupport it, wou'd 
be to make them of little uſe to the king's ſervice hereafter, ſo much they 


ſhou'd loſe their credit with gentlemen, who are well affected to the govern- 
ment. | 


Yy 2 They 
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away by the laſt poſt, not favoring me with a viſit, tho I arriv'd on Sunday, LA 


1723. 
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Period III. They give me reaſon to hope, that other chings which had rais'd ſome cla- 
1 mour before I came here, may be kept from giving diſturbance to the ſeſſion, 
1723. in caſe people are not thrown into ill humour by an oppoſition to what ſhall 
be mov'd in parliament for their relief upon this head. In what ſhape: this 
will be introduc'd, I can't yet learn; nor do I know whether it is yet ſettled, 
there being few members yet in town; but I plainly ſee, there will be no 
avoiding ſome diſagreable proceedings upon it, and fear we ſhall be very much 
embarraſs'd, whatever turn it takes. I underſtand, that ſome time ago, a re- 
preſentation from the council here wou'd have been preſs'd to. be ſent over to 
England upon this ſubject, but was wav'd upon my being ſoon expefted over. 
A paper has been printed here, call'd Ireland's conſternation, wherein this 
grant is ſet out in the worſt light; and is plainly calculated to ſtir up ill blood; 
but ſeveral of our friends ſeem to think, that fome of the objeftions are un- 
anſwerable: a ſtop is put to the publication of it, but whether thro? the diſ- 
cretion of the printer, or for the author to amend it, I am not ſure, but we 
expect to ſee ſomething of the ſame kind abroad, when the parliament meets. 
I cou'd not forbear ſending you in general the ſenſe of this country upon this 
affair, and ſhall trouble you. farther, when I have learnt any thing worth your 
notice; in the mean time, I beg you to be perſuaded, that if this point ends in "I 
a. manner diſagreable to us both, which I much fear, it ſhall not. be Wine . 
my want of labour and endura. = 
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ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF GRAF TON. 


Suſpects that the accounts of the diſcontents in Ireland are exaggerated. 
MY LORD, Whitehall, Auguſt 32, 1723. 

Am very much concerned at the account your grace gives me, of the diſ- 
poſition. of people with regard to the copper money, and am truly very 
much ſurpris'd at it. Tis impoſſible to judge of the objections *till we hear 
them; and I cannot but yet think, *tis rather a popular run without. conſidera- 
tion, than any real ſolid miſchiefs that occaſion this clamour. Thoſe friends 
to your grace, and your very humble ſervants here, that are afraid, they ſhall 
fo far loſe their credit in this affair, as not to be able to do any other ſervice 
to your government, I dare ſay, have well conſider'd what will be the con- 
ſequences of ſuch a proceeding, and are very well ſatisfy*d, that yielding in 
this, 1s doing you the beft ſervice. If I thought ſo, I cou'd be eaſy in any 
trouble 
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ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


trouble that is prepar'd for us, in order to make you eaſy there: I wiſh at 


atent. 


leaſt they wou'd vouchſafe to let us know theſe unanſwerable and inſuperable Commend 


objeQtions, and tell us, what they propoſe, that can be of ſervice, and that can 


poſſibly be comply'd with. You know, my lord, all that I know of this mat= 


ter, and I ſhall be heartyly ſorry for your ſake, that the firſt trouble that is 
given of this kind, ſhou'd ariſe under your adminiſtration, and hope it will 
avail you to have conquer'd all other difficultys. I am afraid ſome people 
and I do not think alike of this matter; I think I foreſee the conſequences, 


1723. 


and if I ſhou'd be the firſt, I believe I ſhall not be the only man, that will be 


made ſenſible of them. You know that L am moſt ſincerely, &c. 


7 DUKE OF GRAFTON TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 
Zaments the diſagreeableneſs of his ſituation, —Complains of lord Midteton's 
conduct. 
My DEAR LORD, | BY Dublin, September 24, 1723. 
J Shall not take up much of your time, ſince I ſend you a coppy of the letter 


I write to Mr. Walpole, it is all that we can inform either your lordſhip or 


him of at preſent. I believe you may immagine how diſagreeable this whole 
buſineſs has been to me, I think myſelf moſt unfortunate, that ſuch an affaire 
happen'd in my time; however I beg that you will depend upon my truth in 
this caſe, that the whole earth could not have gott through this affaire, without 
its being laid before the king. You ſee how the chancellor acts. If he has 
liberty to go on in the way he does, it is every way poſlible, that ſomething 
may happen that will be diſagreeable in the progreſs. of the king's buſineſs ; 
yett I hope, with the help of the faithfull ſervants of the king, to diſappoint 
all endeavours to do hurt. I am, with the utmoſt truth, my lord, &c. 

I write my public letter to lord Carteret, from whom. I. have not. received 
one ſince he left London.. 


DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


 Obſerves that the duke of Grafton is irritated by Walpole's letters, and alarmed 
at the diſcontents in Ireland. States the probable cauſes of thoſe diſturbances. 
Hints that lord Midleton acts in concert with lord Carteret.—Supports the 
biſhop of London, who recommends Dr. Boulton, biſhop.of Briſtol for the pri- 
macy of Ireland. | 


Townflien& 
Papers. 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


MY DEAR LORD, - November 1, 1724. 


Ws | Send your lordſhip encloſed, Mr. Walpole's 110 your lordſhip, in anſwer to 


1723. 
Townſhend 
P apers. 


your's of the agᷣth October. I perceive Mr. Walpole did not think pro- 
per to {end your lordſhip's letter to the duke of Grafton, and I muſt own, as 
an humble ſervant to you all, I am very glad be did not. The duke of Graf. 
ton has wrote a very long elaborate letter to Mr. Walpole, thoroughly hurt 
and wounded at Mr. Walpole's private letters, and taking them in a manner, I 
am very ſure Mr. Walpole never deſign'd them. There were indeed ſeveral 
expreſſions, that I was ſorry to ſee, but for the ſake of our friend (who has al- 
ways had a good heart, and I dare ſay will ever be ſenfible who were, and 
are his only friends) I will attribute the cauſe of them to the great diſtraction 
he finds himſelf and the public affairs in in that kingdom. The melancholy 
and public part of the letter deſcribes the diſcontents in a very high degree, 


that our friends are cool, and our enemies outrageous, and that there was not 


one man of credit in the kingdom, that would openly take upon him the de- 


| fence of this patent, which is certainly in every article defenſible and juſt, and 


can have no real objeAions in it, even to the Iriſh, but what are the natural 
conſequences of the dependency of that kingdom, which 1 fear too much both 
friends and foes in Ireland, are for ſhaking off; and ſomething muſt be done, 


but God knows when or where, to prevent this growing evil. Your lordſhip 


will ſee, by Mr. Walpole's letter to lord Carteret, to what a height the com- 
mons are come by their laſt addreſs; it is, my lord, very plain what they aim att, 


and I ſend your lordſhip a copy of what the duke of Grafton ſent Mr. Wal- 


pole, and was what was firſt propoſed, as you ſee, by Mr. Broderick. The 
duke of Grafton ſays, the beſt that could be obtained, was the addreſs as it 
now ſtands. 

Your lordſhip will ſee what was done in England (penſions and whoa is 
the objett of the Iriſh reſentment, and I believe, if there had been nothing but 
Iriſh politicks at the bottom of this attack, it would never have been brought 
to this height. Your lordſhip will recollect, who told you Ireland was not 
originally intended, but only the Weſt Indies, who had the firſt information of 
the deſign'd attack, and to whom the ſupporters of it in Ireland are attached 
here, and what part of the — adminiſtration is relleQted __ ” 
them. 

Lord Middleton bas alſo wrote a fine (but I think an 1 infoltee) letter to Mr. 
Walpole, exculing entirely his own behaviour, laying the blame on others, 

and 


1 
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and ſkreening himſelf by the behaviour of ſome, whom I ſuppoſe he would in- 4 
ſinuate to be the lord lieutenant's friends. What he ſeems to wiſh for, is a fa 
vourable anſwer from the king; and by the letters I received this morning from 1723. 
Hanover, of the 22d of October, O. S. for Walpole, I perceive ſome folks 

deſigned them one, that I ſuppoſe would have been agreeable to them, if not 

already concerted with them. Your brother“ in his to Walpole, takes great * Lord Car- 
meritt, in his not being tenacious of his own thoughts, in his having acquieſced _ 
under your anſwer, and has ſent to Mr. Walpole the draughts of his own, 1 

am apt to believe, he would not ſo readily have yielded, if it could have been 

avoided. Your lordſhip does undoubtedly ſee and feel from whence this whole 

affair may ariſe. In one of the intercepted letters from ſome of the foreign 
miniſters, there is expreſs mention of a great lady,“ that was ſuppoſed to have * Ducheſs 
an advantage from the patent. — 
Tho' I have already troubled your lordſhip ſo long, that I ought really to 

be aſhamed, I muſt ſend you a paper given me laſt Wedneſday by the 

biſhop of London, the affair of the primacy of Ireland. I think it is of great 
conſequence, and upon the whole I do not ſee, what can be done better than 

what the biſhop of London propoſes, The biſhop of London aQas ſo tho- 

roughly with us, and fo ſenſibly, that I believe your lordſhip will be willing 

to take his opinion. I find by him, the biſhop of Wincheſter is diſpoſed to 
recommend Dr. Chandler, now biſhop of Litchfield, to the primacy. He is 

by no means proper. He has parts, but a very odd underſtanding, will be go- 

verned by nobody, except the archbiſhop, and ſure that is not for the king's 

ſervice: the primate is not yett dead, and ſo your lordſhip has time to conſider 

of it. I have not been wanting in my endeavours to convince the bifhop of 

London, how truly your lordſhip and Mr. Walpole are friends to him, and 

how deſirous you are in all eccleſiaſtical affairs, of being directed and adviſed 

by him. I think it has had its effect, and he both thinks of * and perſons 

as we wiſh, 

I I begg my compliments to the 3 dutcheſs, lady Walſingham, and if he 

deſerves it, my friend the mareſchal, from whom I have not had one word theſe 

three months paſt. Forgive me this long, and I doubt you will think, imper- 

tinent letter, and believe me with the ſincereſt affeQion, 
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Period fl, DUKE OF GRAPTON TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
19520 to 1727. 


* rad Complains of lord Townſhend's filence.=0bſtruftions given to Wood's patent.— 
ä Addreſſes of both houſes. —General panic ſeizes even the king's | Friends. 
Bitterly reproaches lord chancellor M idleton's conduct, and requeſts his 
removal. Charałter and conduct of Dr. William King, archbi Mer of 
Dublin. 
SIR, ; | f . Dublin, Dec. 19, * 

Orford I Have been very unwilling to trouble you with my private letters oftner 
* than the neceſſity of affairs, or an explanation of my own condu here 
abſolutely requir'd; and tho* I have not hitherto particularly acknowledged 
the receipt of that private letter of the 26th of October (the only one of that 
kind I have been favour'd with for eight weeks paſt) yet beg leave to aſſure 
you that I have the moſt gratefull ſenſe of the good offices both you and my 
lord Townſhend have done me, in makeing a due impreſſion upon his ma- 
jeſty, with regard to the behaviour of a certain family here, to which is 
cheifly oweing the great obſtruction which has been given to the king's buſi- 
neſs this ſeſſion, and my own continual diſquietude, ever fince the beginning 
of it. I muſt however conſeſs, that I thinke myſelf very unhappy, that amidſt 
all the difficultys I have had to ſtruggle with, I have never been favour'd with 
one line from my lord Townſhend, fince my arrival in this kingdom, and 
my uneaſineſs upon this head, can't but be very great, as you may imagine; 
fince the only letter his lordſhip intended me, imported a diſlike of my con- 
duct in ſo ſtrong terms, that in goodneſs to me, you forbore to tranſmit it. 
Your ſentiments being ſo much the ſame, on account of my conduct, I thought 
myſelf oblig'd to offer to his lordſhip the ſame reaſons in my juſtification 
which I troubled you with, and that I might with the greater exattneſs inform 
you alike, I ſent him the whole correſpondence which has paſſed betwixt us. 
Whatever failings I am chargeable with, I flatter myſelf, ”_ will both impute 
them to an error in judgement only; for I pee to you, I related facts with 

the ſtricteſt regard to truth. 
T be cheif buſineſs which has occaſioned debates in each houſe of parlia- 
ment ſince the receſs, has been his majeſty's anſwers to the reſpettive ad- 
dreſſes relating to Mr. Wood's patent. Altho' they were in the ſame terms to 
both houſes, yet there was not the ſame reſpett paid in the houſe of commons, 
neither 
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neither in the debates, nor in the reſult, as in the upper houſe, ck! you will 


853 


| Wood's 
Patent, 


ſoon diſcern upon reading the papers incloſed. The firſt part of the reſoluÜ- . 


tion of the commons, as farr as is ſcored, was ſettled at a meeting of the 
king's cheif ſervants of that houſe in my cloſet; all that follows was offered 
by way of amendment by the peeviſh people in the houſe, which, tho' long 
debated and ſtruggled, was at laſt receiv'd, the former infatuation of the 
country-gentelmen upon this ſubjeQ, returning ſo ſtrong upon them, there was 
mo ſtanding a diviſion. Thoſe who are more immediatly under my influence, how= 
ever, ſtrenuouſly debated, and proteſted againft the amendment, as preſcribing 
to his majeſty in what manner he ſhou'd proceed, after he had in the moſt 
gracious and extenſive words, aſſured them of his doeing every thing within 
his power fortheir ſatisfaſtion, &c. | 

Mr. Conolly, the chancellor of the . the attorney and ſollicitor 
general, and others of the beſt ability and intention, found the torrent too 
ſtrong to venture a diviſion, tho” they ſufficiently teſtified their approbation of 
the anſwer, and in my conſcience were very hearty in uſeing all endeavours 
to avoid any thing in the addreſs which might carry the leaſt appearance of 
diſreſpe& or diſtruſt, which they urg'd both in public and private, as moſt 
agreable to good policy as well as duty. Indeed, as to the patent, I muſt ſay, 
as I formerly hinted, there was no makeing any impreſſion upon them in its 
favour, and yet tis certain, Mr. Conolly has loft ſome ground where he us'd to 
have influence, by being repreſented as too cool in the whole courſe of this en= 
quiry. As it is viſible that that gentelman has not ſo great an influence as for- 
merly, ſo it is as ſure, that no one perſon has a perſonal intereſt equal to his. 
Such has been the management of thoſe who cover'd their true deſigns under 
the pretence of this greivance, that I have diſcover'd ſuch a pannick in the 
king's beſt freinds, that they even were apprehenſive of popular commotions. 
Letters from the electors in the country to their members, many people in 
Dublin (ſome through weakneſs, others thro* malice) flocking to the bankers 
to call in their money, or to alter their notes, which now moſtly are drawn 
with an expreſs condition, to be paid in gold or filver: many other ridiculous 
extravagancys have prevailed not worth your notice. 


A late inſtance in the houſe of commons has ſhewn, that upon all points, the 


faction is not equally ſtrong. Before the receſs, a pompous petition was pre- 
ſented, complaining of a great greivance to the ſubjeQ, by a collector in diſ- 


training for an arrear of quitt rent; ſome ſtrokes in it bore hard upon com- 
Vol. 11. PART 11. 2 2 miſſioners 
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Period III. miſſioners of the revenue, and 'twas no ſecret, that the complaint was levell'd 


* 


1723. 


1720 to 1727. 
3 


at Mr. Conolly. Upon a full hearing and examination, the petition was voted 
ſcandalous and malitious, and the temper of the houſe did not appear to the 
diſadvantage of the ſpeaker, or to the fatisfattion of the Brodericks, who ex- 


pos d pretty openly their malice. When the addreſs in return to the king's 


anſwer, was reſolv'd in the manner abovemention'd, Mr. Broderick affected to 
preſs the diſpatch of the money bill, and had the aſſurance to ſay, that the 
world ſhou'd be convinc'd how ſome gentlemen had been miſrepreſented, as 
if they had a deſign to obſtru& the paſſing that bill, but his mouth was ſtop'd 
by generall Wynn, who put him in mind of his . in that * at-different 
times in the houſe. 

The lords had a diviſion upon the motion for an addreſs of thanks, 30 


-againſt 7, in the laſt number, the only peeviſh lords worth your notice, who 
thought the anſwer not ſatisfactory, were the archbiſhop of Dublin, and 
lord Abercorn.. I can't but obſerve to you, the very unaccountable beha- 


viour of my lord chancellor upon this occafion. At a meeting of lords, be- 


fore the parliament met, where I communicated his majeſty's anſwer, his lord 


ſhip was much upon the reſerve as. to the anſwer in general, and as to 


particular parts of it then diſcours'd of (for exceptions were taken by ſome to 
part of it) he ſtill fended off, and declin'd giveing a categorical. I after- 


wards ſent for him to my cloſet, and there alone with him ſet forth the arts-and 
induſtry which I knew were on foot to make ill impreflions on members of 
each houſe, and the attempts deſign'd by parliamentary artifice to make the 
king's anſwer appear leſs gracious, that as we two were his mazeſty's cheif 


 fervants here, I had warmly declar'd what T took to be my duty, and that the 


ſame was incumbent upon him. In fine, I inſiſted upon his letting me know 
what part he deſin'd to take in this affair. Not to trouble you with all his 
reaſonings, who you know is not the leaſt verboſe in the world, he told me, 
that he was of opinion, that the anſwer was not ſatisfactory, that if there ſhou'd 
be a diviſion, he muſt vote agreably to that opinion, but that in his ſtation, he 
Thou'd decline debating on that fide of the queſtion. How agreably to this 
declaration he behav'd, give me leave to inform you; he ſhew'd the greateſt 
partiality upon the wool ſack, in ſtateing and putting the queſtion, treating my 
Jord Kildare, who moved the thanks, and the other lords who ſupported him, 
vithout common decency, and in ſuch a. manner, that I have heard it re- 
marked by all ſorts of people; yet when in the diviſion, the lords came to take 
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his vote, with much unwillingneſs, aſter being preſs'd two or three times, he at — * 


length, with an ill grace, voted content, ſaying that he did not uſe to differ eee 
with ſuch a majority, or to that effedt. From many inſtances for ſame years 1723. 
paſt, it is manifeſt, this principle has govern'd his politicks. He throws him 

ſelf amongſt the majority, and then aſſumes to himſelf the honour of being 

cheif of that party. This fineſſe was very remarkable the laſt ſeſſion, in the 

diſpute about che Iriſh bank; at firſt, he warmly promoted it, but when he diſ- 
cover'd a flame raiſed againſt it, by the influence of the bankers, and other 

means, he turned ſhort, and took the other ſide, his kindred in the houſe of 
commons had all voted for it, and his ſon vehement in the firſt debates on that 

ſide of the queſtion in the beginning of the ſeſſion; but before two months 

were paſt, the very contrary arguments were as violently ſupported. 

All reſentment or prejudice apart, I may venture to affirm to you, for the 
truth of which I may appeal to the general voice of the country, that till the 
patent for the new coinage came upon the tapis, the chancellor had fewer per- 
ſonal freinds than any one man in the nation. Many are attach'd to him only 
thro? intereſt, whilſt he is veſted with power; ſome who hated him, return'd 
to him when he was ſent back from England as one of the late juſtices. That 
mark of the king's favour, believe me, has no ways conduced to the good of 
his ſervice, but has artfully been made uſe of to perſuade this part of the 
world, that his lordſhip has very good ſupport at court. On many different 
occaſions, it has appear*d, that no regard has been had to thoſe on either fide 
of the water, to whom he really owed the obligation. Notwithſtanding all the 

proteſtations made at that time by the chancellour, of a gratefull return, I 
confeſs, 1 was very apprehenſive that the king's buſineſs here wou'd receive 
no benefitt from his being reſtor'd to power, but that he wou'd uſe it to diſ- 
treſs my- adminiſtration, knowing long that his character is to be falſe and in- 
ſolent in power, when ſtript of it, the moſt abje& ſubmiſſive creature alive. 
The event has apparently juſtified that opinion. His lordſhip and his fa- 
mily have ſometime been ſhakeing hands with the torys here. Great com- 
plaints of very improper perſons being put into the commiſſion of the peace, 
before he laſt went into England, reach'd me whilſt I wast here; and I have been 
ſince aſſur'd, that amongſt the ſeverall new converts from popery made juſ- 
tices, ſome were ſo lately become ſuch, that gentlemen of the country were 
ſtrangers to their converſion, till they found them in the commiſſion, Some 
paſlages, at a full committee of the commons this ſeſſion, in a matter depending, 
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AIST relating to a new convert juſtice, gave him great apprehenſions leaſt an en. 
dry of that kind ſhou'd be ſett on foot, which occaſion'd him to deſire a 
1723. viſit from a member of diſtinction, in which he gave ſuch affurances,. and 
made ſuch excuſes, as wou'd very ill become a miniſter, who had. AY to- 
em himfelf with upon that head. 
After haveing thus particularly and juſtly expoſed to your view the Wed 
| of this lord, I ſubmit it to you, whether the continuance of him in employment 
can conſiſt with the king's intereſt and ſervice here. If better judgments 
ſhou'd determine it otherwiſe, it is my duty to offer this advice; if the chan- 
cellour is not changed, the reſt of the king's chief ſervants.muſt, or there will 
be a perpetual diſtraftion in his affairs, there being ſcarce one of thoſe at pre- 
ſent in employment, who. will freely open himſelf before him in any conſulta- 
tions, and this they have declared to me. His lordſhip will govern abſolutely, 
or he will either betray. or diſturb, of which. every government here had ex- 
perience ſince the king's acceffion. It is the opinion of fome of the wiſeſt 9 
and beſt affected in this country to the preſent eſtabliſhment, that a chancel. 9 
lour ſhou'd. always be ſent from England; it has uſually, been the policy and f 
the practice. Lord Sunderland carried the compliment to this country too = 
far by chooſeing out of the natives all the cheif, and. moſt of the other judges,, J 
and the biſhops too, which has been attended with very miſcheivous conſe- 1 
quences to the Engliſh intereſt; for tho* I don't complain of being diſtreſs'd 
by others of the country in high ſtations, as I have reaſon to doe of the chan- 
cellour, yet I am little beholden to ſome of them for their afliſtance.. I ſee 1 
too plainly that they uſe the power which the-crown beſtows, to ſerve their pri- 7 
vate views and intereſts, and each affects to have a party of his own to play off 
as occaſion ſerves, in order to be eſteem'd fignificant, and neceſſary to the go- 
vernment. If, fir, I am ſo happy as to have your concurrence as to the ne- 1 
ceſſity of a new chancellour, I beſeech you to make an early choice of a pro- 1 
per perſon. It may not poſſibly much import the king's ſervice, whether this. 5 ; 
change be made ſome months ſooner or later after the coneluſion of the ſeſ— 1 
fron; but when J aſſure you, that my honour, credit, and reputation depend 2 
upon its being done before I leave the kingdom, I am perſuaded you will ; 
not be indifferent, of which you have been pleas'd to give me fo kind an 2 1 
aſſurance in your letter of the gd of October. It is the common topick of | 'Y 
all companys here, that this event will ſhew who has the moſt credit at St. | A 
James's, my lord chancellour or my lord lieutenant. Whether it is moſt pro- | 
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per to put the great ſeal into the hands of a new chancellour, or keeper, or Wood's 


into commiſſion, I ſubmit to your judgment; but be it one way or other, if it 
is to be, it will avoid much difficulty to determine it before the appointment of 
the new lords juſtices at my return. 

I forbear to recommend to you any perfons for that truſt, ſince you are 
well able to judge who are moſt deſerving of it, from the accounts I have given 
you of the behaviour of the moſt eminent people; only a few words may be 
neceſſary to let you into the character of the archbiſhop of Dublin, not re- 
membering that I have made mention of him this ſeſſion; and he is of as un- 
common a mixture as moſt people I know. He is very indiſcreet in his ae- 
tions and expreſſions, pretty ungovernable, and has ſome wild notions, 
which ſometimes make him impraQiicable in buſineſs, and he is to a ri- 
diculous extravagance, national. Upon ſome points (of which the juriſ- 
dition of the houſe of lords is a principal one) he loofes both his temper 
and, his reaſon. Before the opening of the ſeffion, at a meeting, where 
my ſpeech was to be communicated, and conſider'd, he uſed ſome very inde- 
cent expreſſions, objefting to the words, @ happy people: he ſaid, thoſe of 
this nation could not be eſteem'd ſuch, for that ſince the king's acceſſion, by an 
act of the legiſlature of another kingdom, they were in ſome reſpe@ put under 
flavery, with other unguarded expreſſions, and wild arguments to the ſame ef- 
feft. In the committee of lords to draw up the addreſs to his majeſty, he de- 
bated and divided againſt the word happy, uſeing the fame arguments, tho' I 
beleive in public not quite in ſo harſh terms as before. As I thought it pro- 
per to lay this behaviour before you, ſo in juſtice to him, I muſt inform you, 


that he is very well affected to the king, and hearty in ſupporting the preſent 


ſettlement of the crown, and and an utter enemy to the pretender and his 
cauſe. He is charitable, hoſpitable, a deſpiſer of riches, and an excellent 
biſhop, for which reaſons he has generally the love of the country, and a great 
influence and ſway over the clergy and the biſhops who are natives; to thoſe 
who are ſent over from England, he does not ſhew much curteſie. I wiſh I 
could have made this letter ſhorter, but the nature of the matters I was to lay 
before you, and the time drawing near againſt which the proper meaſures are 
to be taken, not admitting of it, I hope I may be forgiven; eſpecially. ſince I 
don't foreſee that I can again trouble you with ſo tedious a letter. The pre- 
ſent ſtate of our affairs are before you, and I leave the reſt to your judgement, 
your care, and your freindſhip. When you favour me with your anſwer and 
determination, I will thereupon, according to the uſual form, write to my 


lord. 


Patent. 
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Period III. lord Carteret a letter, to be laid before the king, recommending the perſons 


4 


17 20t0 1727. 
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1723. 


Papers, 
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who ſhall ſeem proper to be appointed lords juſtices. ' I take the liberty to 
fend you the ſtate of the caſe with regard to the bill before you, to prevent 
the farther growth of popery, as I have received it from ſome of the chief of 
the judges and king's council. The houſe of commons have much at heart 
that bill. It has been mended ſince it came from them, as commonly their 
bills want to be : poſſibly you may ſtill make it better; but if a bill ſhou'd not 
paſs, I fear it wou'd be of very ill conſequence, the preſent laws being ſo 
evaded, that the popiſh preiſts dayly increaſe, and keep up ſuch a ſpiritt of 


rebellion amongſt the people, as may ſometime be np troubleſome, 12 not fatal 
to _ Wann 


DUKE or RAT TO 10 ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Oppoſes the firſt reſolution to inquire into the conduct and abſence of the lord 
chancellor.—Privately ſupports it when introduced. —Vote of cenſure ' paſſes 
the houſe of lords. — Counter motion in his favour paſſes the commons, —Ad= 
_ dreſs to the lord heutenant. 


SIR, thee ter 26, 1723, 


GINCE I finiſh'd my very long letter to you ſome days agoe, which has been 


detained, by reaſon all our boats were on your fide till yeſterday, that we 
receiv'd four mails together, ſome very extraordinary occurrences here, oblige 


me to treſpaſs more upon your patience by another letter, the ſubje& matter 
. Not allowing me to bring it within the compaſs of a poſtſcript. ; 


By the reſolutions tranſmitted to you with my publick letter of the ſame date 
with this, you will find that my lord chancellour has beent he ſubje& of debates 
in both houſes. The complaint of a great greivance by his ſo long abſence was 
pretty univerſall at my firſt arrival here, an entire ſtop thereby of buſineſs in 
the exchequer-chamber being manifeſt, his preſence being neceſſary by the 
ſtatute in giveing judgment there, that a great delay of cauſes likewiſe in the 
court of chancery was occaſioned by it, the Judges in commiſſion haveing often 
their bands full in their own courts, that many ſuitors have been put to the 


expence and trouble of rehearings at his return, and farther, that a great num 


ber of cauſes were hurry'd over in three months after his arrival, if I am not 
miſtaken or miſinform'd, about 120 (which poſſibly hereafter may find ſome 
work for our bouſe of lords in England) this matter was under the conſidera- 


non 
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tion of ſome lords at a private meeting about a veek before the laſt revel 2 's 


tent. 


where it was reſoly'd to move the houſe, that a day be appointed to enter into 


an enquiry of this nature. In civility to me, my lord Fitzwilliams inform'd 
me of the deſign, and as I apprehended, by the conſent and defire of the lords 
at that meeting, adding, that *twas hoped I wou'd not interpoſe my influence 
to obſtrut an affair of ſo great conſequence to the nation; that I had little 
reaſon to ſcreen a man who had been ſo inſtrumental in diſquieting me this 
ſeſſion, inſinuating too, that the iſſue of this enquiry might favour me in any 
views I might have to doe myſelf juſtice. My anſwer was, that I was very 
ſenſible what diſturbance I had receiv'd from that quarter, and therefore, 
could not be ſuppos'd to have partiality. or tenderneſs for that family. That 
their behaviour was too notorious not to have reached the king's ear, whoſe 
ſervice had ſuffer'd ſo much through their caballs, yet, that it was now my 
duty and cheif aim to conduct the king's buſineſs thro" the ſeſſion with as 
much diſpatch and tranquillity as I was able; and however undeſerving I might 
thinke him to continue in his majeſty's ſervice (of which he was the beſt judge 
when this lord's aQtions ſhou'd be laid before him) whilſt he was in it, I could 
not conſent to an attack of this kind, and therefore intreated my lord Fitz- 
williams to lay aſide this deſign for my ſake, and to prevail with the archbiſhop 
of Dublin, and other lords to gratify me ſo far. They complyed with my re- 
queſt, and I was in hopes that they would not have reviv'd their firſt intention, 
but about ten days agoe, they enter'd into a freſh engagement, to ſet a foot the 
enquiry; ſince the money bill was gone through both houſes, the addreſſes to 
the king paſſed, and all the material buſineſs relating to the king over. Ac- 
cordingly they made their motion, notwithſtanding all the arguments I could 
urge to diſſuade them from it. I did nat ceaſe my endeavours to the laſt mo- 
ment, for that very morning, I ſent my lord Shannon, the biſhop of Ferns, 
and my cheif ſecretary to the houſe, to pray them to deſiſt, but ineffeAually. 

I had many reaſons, abſtracted from the king's affairs, which mov'd me to 
diſcourage this undertaking. I have no great dependance upon the veracity 
of the people of this country, or of their conſtaney- to their engagements, 
and indeed I cou'd not wiſh. my good lord- a victory, through a failure of 
either, or a want of management in conducting the affair. I imagin'd the 


world wou'd thinke, that I had ſet the proſecution on foot, to make the way 


more eaſy for his removal; whereas I did not thinke ſuch an aid wanting or 
neceſlary after his late actions; and if he had been acquitted, it might have 


given 
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Period III. given ſome little ſtrength to his intereſt, which I hope he wants. I was ſen- 
22 ſible too, that lord Fitz williams, who was at the head of this charge, was piqu'd 
2723. at ſome unbecoming treatment he had received from the creatures of this lord 
in the other houſe, whilſt the popery bill was depending, and tho' his abilitys 
are great, his popularity is not ſo, and his appearing foremoſt wou'd not in- 
creaſe the chancellour's enemy s; it proved fo in the ſequel in another place. 
Matters being come to this paſs, entirely againſt my conſent and opinion, as I 
folemnly averr to you, ſo I will ingenuoufly confeſs to you, that when ſome 
particular lords of my friends came to me, and ſhew'd a diſpoſition to att agre- 
ably to my ſentiments, I told them that I had no reaſon to wiſh the chancellour 
any new triumphs, nor wou'd I deſire them to ſpare him a mortification, pro- 
vided all due regard was had to the king's commands to him as his ſervant, and 
that nothing was puſh'd which might wound his prerogative, or hurt his ſer- 
vice, This proceeding took up all Saturday till eight, and Munday till eleven 
o' clock at night. Upon the reports, proxys were not uſed, otherwiſe the re- 
ſolutions had paſs'd by a far greater majority. The numbers in the ſeveral 
deviſions were about 21 to 10. The inclos'd paper, contains the lords in the 
firſt materiall deviſion; and I can't but obſerve to you, what ſtrength he had 
from his new allys, thoſe mark'd with the croſs being ſtaunch to the ſame cauſe 
our Mr. Shippen has at heart. FO 
The tranſaction mentioned in the houſe of lords, gave riſe to the motion 
made in that of the commons on Munday, which ended in the reſolutions which 
you receiv'd by this mail, without a deviſion. A ftritt call of the houſe being 
over ſix days before, a number of members gone out of town, yet many kept 
in it by thoſe who had in view to attempt ſomething counter to what might be 
reſolv'd in the affair to come under conſideration elſewhere, the chief buſineſs 
before them being diſpatch'd, and the receſs being expeRed even to begin on 
Munday, made it ſeem to be the moſt favourable opportunity to obtain a feather 
of this kind for my lord chancellour, who in the eyes of the vulgar wou'd 
appear to be juſtified in the opinion of that houſe, which will generally carry 
the greateſt weight, yet the moſt judicious part of the world will diſtinguiſh 
and obſerve, that by a general compliment he is clear'd, where he was not ac- 
cus'd, and where no part of his miniſtry was under a regular and due exami- 
nation. Thoſe who oppos'd comeing to this reſolution at that time, as not ripe 
for it, avoided perſonal reflexions, or takeing to peices the character of this 
lord, but urg'd that a day ſhou'd be appointed to take into conſideration ſuch 
matters 


. 
| 
q 
| 
j 
i 
N 
. 


— ˙— . STAT ans oc Let WP es — , rr ry 2 


„FB. 
5 


oORIOINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 862 


matters as might lead them to this queſtion, that ſuch a method wou'd tend Wood's 
moſt to that lord's honour, and to the honour of their own proceedings, that CO 
they hoped, therefore, that this queſtion wou'd be for the preſent withdrawn, 1723. 
otherwiſe that the previous queſtion might be putt, the promoters of this com- 
pliment beleiving, they cou'd-never have ſuch an adyantage again, adher'd to 
their motion, and omitted no infinuations nor popular arguments to impoſe 
upon thoſe who of late they have found weak enough to receive any impreſ- 
ſions. They went back to the behaviour of this lord, whilſt he was for many 
many years a member of that houſe, and part of that time had fill'd the chair, 
appealing to the journals for the ſenſe of the commons with regard to his be- 
haviour in the worſt of times, and reminding them of his ſteddy adherence to 
the proteſtant ſucceſſion, and dangers he had expos'd himſelf to for the ſupport 
of it. That whenever he had been call'd by his majeſty to another kingdom, 
the intereſt of Ireland was always at his heart, enumerating ſeveral particu- 
lars. But what was always thrown in to warm their affections, was his great 
endeavours to prevent the paſſing of the copper patent, hinting at ſome great 
merits upon this head, which were coin'd for this purpoſe, inſinuations, as if 
there had not been the ſame endeavours from others, or elſe ſurely they muſt 
have have had ſome effect: theſe infinuations, I know how to underſtand, 
they not being new. Upon this laſt occaſion, I have lately learnt, that a beleif 
has obtain'd amongſt ſeveral of the Weſt Saxons of this country, that my 
lord chancellour refus'd to put the great ſeal to this patent, if to be paſs'd in 
Ireland, according to the firſt intention, for that he had been ſounded there- 
upon when in England. 
Folly did not only diſcover itſelf in the courſe of this debate, for roguery 
too had its part, ſome makeing great encomiums upon his lordſhip, who uſed 
to talk very indifferently of him, and who particularly had exclaim'd againſt 
him for his behaviour and abſence as chancellour. Some perſiſted a good 
while to have the previous queſtion put, being more ſanguine than their friends, 
who adviſed dropping it, rather than have any deviſion at all: for my part, I Fa 
thinke the latter reaſon'd beſt, being firmly of opinion, that during the preſent 
phrenzy which reigns, nothing can be carried; the peeviſhneſs ſeems to me to 
be equal to, if not ſurpaſſing that which appear'd in another place upon the 
affair of the South Sea. In plain terms, whilſt the chancellour is in power, and 
this prejudice prevails, all influence is loſt, and I can expect no good from 
them, and heartily wiſh I had done with them, till which I ſhall continue to 
| VOL, II. PART I. 34 live 
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rw m. live in a ſort of a feaver. Before I conclude this article, I will inform you, that 
8 5 7 7*ſuch indecent language was us'd towards the lords, that might have an ill con- 
1723, ſequence, if the receſs had not come on, and the king's buſineſs pretty near 
over. Indeed thoſe inflamers met with ſome cheque, as did others a pretty 
rough one, who inſinuated as if the enquiry in another houſe againſt this lord, 
was ſet on foot by a greater perſon, and a paralel was drawing betwixt this 
and an enquiry which had been ſet a foot againſt lord chancellour Porter by 
lord Capel; there being, as twas ſaid, a conteſt between them for power at 
court. Mr. Hopkins interrupting. this harangue, by ſpeaking to order, the 
houſe was ſo gratious to me, as to ſhew a great diſlike to that treatment of me, 
and one gentleman of that ſide the queſtion, was heard afterwards to ſay, that he 
had good grounds to be perſwaded, that the enquiry began in the other houſe, 
was not with the approbation of my lord heutenant. My lord Allen, in the 
houſe of lords, and his two ſons (Talkers) in the other houſe, are amongſt thoſe 
who ſeem to have no other reafon for takeing my lord chancellour into their 
protection, but out of hatred to lord Fitzwilliam; the two Allens have re- 
markably, in former occaſions, made war upon the Brodericks; and one of 
them this ſeſſion brought in a bill, in the preamble of which, my lord chancel- 
tour was ſtruck at in ſo indirect _— unfair a manner, that his greateſt adver- 
ſarys thought it moſt becomeing to drop the bill: this may give you a little taſte 
of our patriots. 
On Fryday laſt, in the houſe. of commons, the queſtion was propoſed (which 
1 herewith incloſe) to give me thanks. By the timeing of it, and the terms of part 
of it, you will gueſs it was not deſign'd to doe me real honour, before I tell 
you, that it was mov'd by one of my greateſt oppoſers, who, notwithſtanding 
that all my freinds deſir'd that compliment might be defer'd tilt the uſual and 
proper ſeaſon, wou'd not conſent to wave it, without the previous queſtion. 
So far the civil banter was carried, and Mr. Broderick ſpoke often againſt the 
previous queſtion, but when he found the treatment the houſe gave it, and that 
. their ſenſe appear'd, that it ought not to be in the votes, he left his courtly 
freinds to devide by themſelves, who were twelve in number, and fat till him- 
ſelf, as did ſome of his father's dependants with the other fide, who were 126. 
My kind endeavours to prevent the paſſing the patent, is deſign'd by the queſ- 
tion, to carry both malice and irony at the ſame; notwithſtanding the chan- 
cellour's ſeeming victory in the houſe of commons, I don't retralt my opi- 
nion in relation to his credit in the kingdom. Whoever ſees him diveſted 


— i hbheob ar barter. En 


— 


r 7—˙ BALE PEG Oct] TED Be lei OS 2 BF eg. — . ̃ — te ol AAGRICE — to 
: 5 3 n 
x Op 


© — 


* 


— 


PPP c NL HS ——.. 7˙—ͤ—. . EIA et — —— UE CST OE a. — ———— n 


P LEG OE EE Is CT EE VII Ab odd 5. Grin ee oy hb. 1” 


reer 


e 


WS. 
F 


e * 


— AP Ie, 


Dr 
©: AEM 


— 


| 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 363 
of power, and the mighty danger of what they are frighten'd with, over, will Wood's 


find him no favorite. It is not long ſince he was the reverſe of it to my — a 
enter | ; y 1724. 


The uncertainty where my letters may now find my lord Townſhend, makes 
me not write to him. I queſtion not but that you will communicate to his 
lordſhip the contents of my preſent diſpatches, when you meet. 


LORD CARTERET TO THE DUKE OF RAT TON. 


The king diſſatisfied at lord Midleton's conduct. 


MY LORD, Whitehall, Jan, 7, 17923==4e 
15 majeſty has commanded me to acquaint your grace, for your own pri- 
vate information, that he is very much diflatisfy*d with the behaviour of my 
lord chancellor of Ireland, to whoſe public conduct, as well as ſecret influences, 
your grace imputes the unquietneſs of the ſeſſion: his majeſty will ſhew his 
reſentment in a proper manner, by reſuming the ſeals; but his majeſty dire&s 


your grace not to mention this matter to any body whatſoever at preſent, 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


Deems it imprudent to force the Triſh to take the coin.—Thinks it neceſſary to 


remove the lords juſtices in due time.—Propoſes that the lord lieutenant 
ſhould immediately proceed to Ireland, 
MY LORD, Houghton, Sept. 1, 1724« 
I Had late laſt night the honour of your grace's diſpatch, with the ſeveral Hardwicke 
letters and papers from Ireland incloſed, and confeſs I was not a little PaPers. 
ſurprized at the contents of them. It is nat new to ſee ſmall matters aggra= Cepy, 
vated and carried to a very great height, but theſe things ſeldom happen by 
chance, and when there is in reality little or no reaſon to complain, nothing but 
ſecret management and induſtry can kindle a general flame in a kingdom. 
That this 1s the caſe in Ireland, I have never doubted from the firſt beginning 
of the clamour about the copper coinage, and hope I ſhall be excuſed in ſay- 
ing, that I verily believe nothing but the king's authority being underhand 
employed againſt him, could have brought matters to this extremity. But I 
preſume it is not at preſent ſo much our buſineſs to conſider from what ſecret 
{prings and cauſes the miſchief has ariſen, as to endeavour to apply a proper 
3 A 2 remedy. 
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= Period III. remedy. The popular frenzy and averſion' to the taking this money, I am 
= _ 1720 to 1725. 
| — afraid, is now carried to ſuch a degree, that it will ſcarce be prudent to at- 
= 3724. tempt the forcing their inclinations, eſpecially where they are ſupported and 
countenanced in their obſtinacy by their governors, and thoſe that are in au- 
thority under his majeſty. For how is it poſſible that the king's pleaſure 
ſhould be known, much leſs that it ſhould be obeyed by the people, when the 
lords juſtices refuſe to ſignify his majeſty's pleaſure to the people, and the 
council breaks up without coming to any reſolution, when the king's orders 
are under their conſideration, This makes it impraQticable to hope to change 
the minds of the people; and to repeat the orders of the king to the lords 
Juſtices, when they have already told you in effect, that they will not obey 
them, is but a ſecond time to expoſe the king's honour, without any hopes of 
ſucceſs. 
At the ſame time, I cannot but be of opinion, to ſuffer the lords juſtices to 
continue in authority under ſuch a behaviour, is at once to give up all the 
power and authority of the crown of England from this time for ever. 
And as I am not able to ſay immediately what other perſons may be thought 
proper to ſupply their places, to remove them avowedly and expreſly for this 
behaviour, would poſſibly make them fo popular all over the kingdom, that 
with the intereſt and influence they. have already, they might be able to render 
the king's government abſolutely impraQticable, and I think therefore the only 
expedient is, to ſend over immediately the lord lieutenant, whoſe preſence has 
formerly been generally thought neceſſary, but in times of difficulty or diſ- 
order, ought never to be diſpenſed with; and this particular caſe ſeems more 
chan ordinarily to require the preſence of the lord lieutenant. For as it is 
plain no Iriſh man will venture to ſtem this torrent, nor even go ſo far as to 
endeavour to bring the people to a little temper and moderation, that they 
might hear reaſon, the chief governor of Ireland, who muſt be ſuppoſed to 
have the honour and intereſt of his majeſty, and this kingdom, firſt and moſt 
at heart, and not being a native of Ireland, will be free from that prejudice 
and partiality which has been the only cauſe of all this diſorder, will properly 
_ exert his authority, bring the people to a temper and a ſence of their duty, 
and convince them of the great error and infatuation that they at preſent la- 
bour under. Theſe conſiderations, make me humbly of opinion, that the only 
expedient at preſent, is to ſend over immediately the lord lieutenant, and if 
his majeſty ſhould be of that opinion, I hope the common pretences for delay | 
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of equipage, &c. would not be admitted, How far this meaſure will anſwer og 
expeQation, I dare not take upon me to anſwer, for it depends entirely upon Need 
the conduct and diſpoſition of the lord lieutenant; but I think 1 it is all that 1724. 
can be done at preſent. | 

I ſhall have been a week here to-morrow, and have been very much taken 
up in looking into my ſon's affairs, which a five years minority has left in bet- 
ter order then was to be expected from ſuch a circumſtance; and I hope in 
this week, I ſhall be able to go through the greateſt part of it, and leave this 
place at the beginning of next week, and I hope his majeſty will have the 
goodneſs to excuſe this neceſſary abſence from my duty. 


MR. I. PORTER, MAYOR OP DUBLIN, TO THE LORDS JUSTICES 
OF IRELAND. 


Has proſecuted the publiſher of a ſeditious pamphlet. 


(ORQober 17, 1724.) YOUR excellencies having alſo deſired to know of 1x, ite 
me what was done in ſuppreſſing ſeditious pamphlets, I muſt inform your ex. Papers. 
cellencies, that upon the 24th of September laſt, the publiſhers of a ſeditious 
pamphlet, intitled © The Preſent 250 of Ireland con ſidered, in a letter to the 
Kev. Dean Swift, by a true patriot, were apprehended and bound over to 
appear at the king's bench term, and a warrant iſſued againſt the reputed 
author, who cannot be yet taken, and the printers of ſome newſpapers have 
been alſo apprehended, and bound over to appear at the king's bench, by the 
preſent lord mayor, for ſome ſcandalous and ſeditious paragraphs in their pa- 
pers, the ſuppreſſing of all ſuch ſeditious papers and pamphlets, by diſcover- 
ing and puniſhing the authors, printers, and publiſhers, was alſo given in 


charge to the grand jury, by the recorder at the quarter ſeſſions, purſuant to 
* excellencies directions. 


Copye | 


LORD CARTERET TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


Cenſures Swift's pamphlet. — Ihe archbiſhop of Dublin defends it.—Is deter- 
mined to proceed againſt the author, if he is diſcovered, 


MY LORD, Dublin Caſtle, October 31, 1724. 1 


1 Yeſterday received a viſit from the archbiſhop of Dublin, who after diſ- Papers. 
courſing of the affairs of this kingdom in a very extraordinary manner, ac- 


Private. 


uainted _—— 
OOO 
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Period 1II. quainted me, that the perſon who wrote the pamphlet mentioned in the order 
1720 to 1727. | . 3 4 | . | 
— of councit and proclamation, which I tranſmitted to your grace in my letter 
1724. of the twenty- eighth, had ſome thoughts of owning, and even declaring himſelf 
to be the author of it: the archbiſhop added, that he believed in the preſent 
conjuntture, the author might fafely put himſelf upon his country, and ſtand 
his tryal, fince it was generally underſtood, that his crime was a writing againſt 
the halfpence. I told his grace, if he would know my opinion, it was this; that 
no man in the kingdom, how great and conſiderable ſoever he might think 
himſelf, was of weight enough to ſtand a matter of this nature. But if the 
author deſired to have the glory of taking it upon himſelf, he would do well 
to apply to the chief juſtice of the king's bench. I told him further, that the 
Hbel contained ſuch ſeditious, and in my opinion, treaſonable matter, as called 
upon a chief governor here to exert his utmoſt power in bringing the author 
of it to juſtice. | | 
The event of this is uncertain, but I muſt acquaint your grace, and beg 
wh you will lay it before the king, that if the boldneſs of this author ſhould be ſo 
great as the archbiſhop intimates, I am fully determined to ſummon him before 
the council; and tho? I ſhould not be ſupported by them as I could wiſh, yet I 
mall think it my duty to order his being taken into cuſtody, and to detain him, 
if 1can by law, till his majeſty's pleaſure, ſhall be further ſignified to me. For if 
his offer of bail ſhould be immediately accepted, and he forthwith ſet at liberty, 
after ſo daring an inſult upon his majeſty's government, it is to be appre- 
hended that riots and tumults will inſue, and that ill diſpoſed perſons will run 
after this author, and repreſent him to be the defender of their liberty, which 
the people are falſely made to believe is attacked in this affair of the half- 
pence. I conſulted my lord chief baron Hale, who thinks the caſe, if it 
Thould happen, ſo extraordinary as to become a matter of ſtate, and require the 
utmoſt rigour. My lord juſtice Whitſhed, who is likewiſe very zealous in 
this affair, ſays, that the preſent ferment in which the people are, ſhould be 
laid out of the caſe, and that the government ſhould neither do more or leſs 
upon that occaſion, but act with regularity and firmneſs. He ſaid this upon my 
intimating that I did not know but it might be neceſſary, if the author ſhould 
be ſo bold as to declare himſelf, to detain him in cuſtody under a guard, till 
his majeſty's pleaſure ſhould be taken upon this affair, in which the peace of 
the kingdom is ſo much concerned. My lord Shannon was the firſt perſon 
who acquainted me, that he had received intelligence that this matter was 
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under the deliberation of ſeveral conſiderable perſons in this city, but neither 
he or I could give entire credit to it, till I received this viſit from the 
archbiſhop. * 

*Tis the general opinion here, that doctor Swift is the author of the pam- 
phlet, and yet no body thinks it can be proved upon him; tho' many believe 
he will be ſpirited up to own it. Your grace may ſee by this, what opinion 
the archbiſhop of Dublin and Swift have of the humour of the people, whoſe 
affections they have exceedingly gained of late, by inveighing againſt the half 


867 


Wood's 
Patent. 
nnnenen mma 


1725. f 


pence. I here ſend your grace a large edition of the declaration contained 


in the news- papers, tranſmitted to you in my laſt letter, which is now printed, 
as I am told, to be put into frames, hung up in every houſe. The names I 
have marked, are the privy council. I muſl entreat your grace to let me 
know his majeſty's ſenſe upon this, and my former letter, as ſoon as your grace 
conveniently can. | | | 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Defires that three pen ons of 1,0001. for eight years, may be granted to William 
Wood, for ſurrendering the patent, inſtead of one of 3,0001. 
(London, October 12—21, 1725.) HIS majeſty, before he left England, 
ſigned a warrant for granting a penſion of g, ooo. per annum, on the eftabliſh- 
ment of Ireland, to Thomes Uvedale, eſq. which was to him in truſt for Mr. 


Wood, for the ſurrender of his patent. That warrant is ſtill in my hands, and 


1s not to be given out till all difficulties in the parliament of Ireland are over. 
Mr. Wood has now been with me, to deſire that the penſion of g, oo0 l. per 
annum to Mr. Uvedale, may be turned into three penſions of 1,0001. per an- 
num, for the ſame number of years, which he deſires, for the greater con- 
veniency of diſpoſing of it to the beſt advantage, finding it very difficult, and 
almoſt impratticable to part with the whole in one ſum, which being divided 
into three parts, may be eaſily had. I therefore ſend your lordſhip three war- 
rants for 1,00 J. per annum, each for eight years, which I deſire your lordſhip 
will preſent to his majeſty to be ſigned; and upon the return of them, I will 


cancel the former warrants, and keep theſe in my cuſtody, until it ſhall be pro- 
per to give them out. 


ROBERT 


Hardwicke 
Papers. 


Extract. 


Coy. 
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Period III. ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 
4720t01727. A 


=” Succeſs of oppoſition in the Iriſh houſe of commons, owing to the Brodricks. 
Walpole [London, Nov. 29— Dec. 10, 1725.) YOUR lordſhip will have heard 
Papers. of the miſcarriage of the king's buſineſs in the parliament of Ireland; it is 
Extras. moſt plain that the Brodericks deceived my lord lieutenant, after the moſt 
"Coy. Poſitive promiſes of ſupporting him in all his queſtions, The ill conſequence 
that will follow from this diſappointment, may very much affect his majeſty's 
affairs, if there ſhould be any trouble in Ireland, by the army being ill paid. 
Of this the oppoſers of the king's meaſures ſeem ſenſible, and as I am in- 
formed, think of applying a remedy, before they riſe, as bad as the diſeaſe, 
which is by addreſſing the king to ſtop all payments upon the civil liſt, and pen- 
ſions, until the army is paid up and clear'd, a dangerous precedent, if *tis at- 
tempted. But 'tis to be hoped this deſign may be laid aſide, as ſome others 
a very mad ones have been, which in their heat they had reſolved, and upon 
cooler thoughts were dropt, which is very certain; in the preſent temper, * 
whatever is moved for againſt the government, will be carried. 


SF 


2. Correſpondence between lord chancellor M idleton, Thomas Brodrick, and 


Saint John Brodrick. 
2 — LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO ALAN“ BRODRICK., 
on. | " 
Account of the oppoſition to Wood's patent.—Of the addreſſes which paſſedithe 
houſes. —Abſurd method of carrying Wood's patent into execution. — Megli- 3 
gence in miſlaying the patent.—Indiſcretion of Wood, — Falſe and exaggerated > 
reports. 5 
DEAR NAMESAKE, Dublin, Sept. 30, 1723: 
- Midleton ON Saturday I ſent your uncle the addreſſe, which the houſe of lords agreed 
Papers. to make to his majeſtye, about the copper halfpence coyned by William 2 


Wood for this country. Both houſes of parliament were of one mind, that 
his majeſtye had the good of the kingdome in his view, and that he was in- 
formed, that the coyning ſuch a number of halfpence as Wood was empower- 
ed to coyne, would be for the benefit of it; but they were alſo, of opinion, 
that his majeſty had been miſinformed, very much to the detriment of Ireland, 


and 


an | * 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 369 
and to the advantage of Wood, and thoſe concerned with him in the profit 9 & 


that would accrue by the coynage of ſoe great a ſume of baſe money.  Soe CA 
both houſes have applyed to his majeſtye for proteQtion, and that he would 1723. 
prevent ſoe great an evil from falling upon us: but I cannot but ſay, I think 
the lords have done it in a more handſome and agreeable manner then the 
other houſe. They ſay for themſelves, that at the time the lords addreſſed, 
the commons had actually delivered their addreſſe, and that the upper houſe 
was not at that time ſo much in fear as the commons were (while their ad- 
dreſſe was till under conſideration) leaſt the project might take place: but 
that the lords believed all would doe well, when the commons had with ſoe 
much zeal expreſſed their deteſtation of Wood's ſcheme, which gave the lords 
a fair handle- for being very temperate in their application. It is certain 
that the neceſſity of the thing (which both houſes were equally ſenſible of) ex- 

torted from them the applications to his majeſtye, being very unwilling to ap- 
proach his majeſtye with any thing in nature of a complaint. We read over 
all the letters and papers relating to this affair on Wedneſday 25 September, 
and adjourned the conſideration of them, and the debate till the following 
day. 

You ſhall ſoon have copies of ſome pretty ay letters, which were 
proved before us, and read, in which ſome perſons are named, who doe aſſure 
us here, they know nothing of the matter. But Wood muſt be a very filly 
fellow to order his correſpondents to apply to men for advice and aſſiſtance 
in forwarding the project, who are perfeQly ſtrangers to the thing. I told you 
in my poſtſcript, under the copy of our addreſſe, that two lords named in it, 

ere inſtrumental in ſoftning matters, by which 1 meant in the wording the 
addr eſſe: but I think I may, without vanity, ſay I preſſed the prudence and 
neceſlitye of our approaching the king in the moſt humble and dutiful manner, 
as far as any lord in the houſe did, and I believe, with as much ſucceſſe. I 
hope his majeſtye's goodneſſe will incline him to give us ſuch an anſwer as 
(we hope) we may reaſonably expe, conſidering that we think, without ſuch 
an application to him, we muſt have been ruined: and that we may have the 
ſatisfaction to hear what we have been obliged to do in this unhappy affair, 
is not taken to be the reſult of any inclination to complain unneceſlarily. 
The ſooner ſuch an anſwer comes over, the more chearfully will all matters of 
the ſeſſion proceed. It is very mortifying to us, that the next ſeſſion after the 


bank was attempted among us, we ſhould be forced to ſtruggle with the cop- 
vor. 11. PART 11. | 3 B Per 


| * ** 
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3 per coyne, which in another ſhape would have carryed away all our gold and | 
fuer in exchange for that baſe mettal, as the bank would have done in en- 
1723. Change for the banker's paper. 
| Noprojet was ever carryed on ſo fllily as this bach born, The patent was 
concealed, and made a great fecret here, after it was very well known, that it 
| had paſſed the great ſeal of England, nay, after ſeveral copyes were in the 
hands of people; which induced thoſe who had never feen them, to-ſuſpe& 
there was ſomething contained in it more miſchievous then perhaps they would 
| have thought, if the patent had been made publick. Nay Wood, the patentee, 
had the folly to write in the poſtſcript of a letter, that he had power to-make 
200 tons of copper money at any time as ſoon as he could, which, at the rate + 
of one pound of copper being coyned into ſixty halfpence, or one hundred and 
twenty farthings, amounts to 50, 00 l. and foe much of our gold or filver .__ 
might have been carryed away from us in one year, if the halfpence had bens 
received, This letter was written by Wood to his brother-in-law and corre= 
i ſpondent John Molineux, and bears date the gth of February, 1722; and the 
contents of it became publick, by Molineux ſhewing it to ſome perſons here, to- as 
incline them to come into the ſcheme. Now, if the patent had been ſhewn as 
ſoon as it was paſſed, it would then have appeared by it, that Wood had not a. 
power to coyne more than one hundred tons of copper, the firſt year; and 
this would have ſhewn people, that there was no danger of having ſoe great a 
fumme as 50,0001. being poured: upon them at once. There was another 
letter written by one James Hudſon, dated the 2g December, 172+, to his 
couſin Triſtram Fortick, in which he inſiſts on Fortick's laying down. at the 
delivery of the patent gm, ooo. for managing 10,Q007. and Hudſen tells hin 
chat they can gett a gentleman in London that will laye down that ſumme, fo 
one fourth part of the profits, giving him liberty firſt to pay himſelf the ſumme 
laid out before any of the other three receive any thing. Soe that the ſharers. 
reckoned on 20,0004. profit. 

This letter, and. others fram merchants in Briſtol and. London, which offered: 
to ſend over to their correſpondents quantities of theſe halfpence at a great 
diſcount, together with the nature of the coyne, both for fineneffe and weight, 
convinced people that the kingdom muſt ſuffer extremely, if ſuch: a quantity 

mould be imported and uttered, as might be made of 360 tons of copper; and 
all the members of parliament came up full of the complaints and feſentments. | 
of the countrey againſt them. Beſide the privy counſel thought themſelves © 
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very injurioufly treated and aſperſed by Wood, in his letter 9 February, 
7722, in which he tells a correſpondent, if a proclamation is neceſſary in Ire- 
land for to make it current, he can have it, or any thing that is wanting. 
Wood in another letter, dated 10 Auguſt, 172g, writes to Molineux, that he 
had ſent by Mr. Whichcotte, the duke of Grafton's ſecretary, an exemplifica- 
tion of his grant, with the great ſeal affixed, to be regiſtred m Ireland, and in 
the ſame letter tells him, that he hears of a complaint or remonſtrance to be 
made in Ireland, which he has been pleaſed to ſay, will in effect be noe other 
then againſt his majeſtye and miniſtry for making the grant. My lord lieute- 
nant landed here on the 13th of Auguſt, and this grant was foe miflay*d or ſoe 
little minded by Mr. Whichcotte, that it was never brought to light till the 
46th of September (after my lord lieutenant had returned his anſwer on the 
14th to the addreffe made by the commons on the thirteenth) that his grace 
had not the patent, nor any copy of it, nor any other papers which would give 
them any ſatisfaction. The manner of this grant's coming to light, I never 
could hear an account of, fuch I mean as I am fond of ſetting down in vrit- 
ing. But certainly Mr. Whichcotte, or another of his grace's fervants was 
much to blame for his negligence. There was a letter written by Eleazar 
Edwards to his correſpondent Thomas Bailie in Dublin, dated 14th Septem- 


ber, 1723, in which Edwards informs Bailie, that Wood ſaid, if the halfpence 


would not go in Ireland, he ſhall have a licenſe to paſſe them in England, and 
thereupon Edwards direQts Bailie before he ſends the halfpence back to him, 
to let him know what ſecretary Hopkins faith to it, and what Bailie finds is 
like to be done with them here. | | 


Nothing ſoe much employes men's conjeQures, as what perſon or perſons is 


or are to reap the benefit that will accrue to ſomebody by this coynage, if it 
ſhould take place; I fhould have expreſſed myſelf otherwiſe, viz. who were 
to have had it, if the thing had fucceeded. For I will not entertain a thought, 
that a thing ſoe very diſagreeable and pernicious to a country, which hath at 
all times fignalized itſelf for its affection and duty to his majeſtye, will be far- 
| ther carryed on for the advantage of particular perſons; ſince it appears by 
Mr. Wood's letter, dated 10 Auguſt, 1723, that tho* the obſtructions he 
Hath mett with in uttering his halfpence in Ireland, have been of great diſ- 
ſervice to him, yet he hath ſuch intereſt, that he fears no ill conſequences, and 
af Ireland refuſe the coyne, it will cafily be diſpoſed of elſewhere. I wiſh 
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Period HI. if Mr, Wood be a man who had deſerved. well of the crown, ſome . me- 


1720 to 1727. 
— mms 


1723. 


Midleton 
P aper 8. 


thod could bave been found to reward his merit. 


LoRD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO THOMAS BROD RICE. 


Deſires him to inform Mr. Walpole, that the Iriſh are determined not to receive 
Wood's coinage. —Bad management of that kris ade the indiſcreet 
conduct of the lord lieulenant. 


(Dublin, November 1, 1723. ) * * * * I Doe believe people will be leſſe 
curious then they have been, for ſome time paſt, to know gentlemen's thoughts 
about the proceedings of our parliament, with reſpe&. to the copper money in- 
tended for us, and for our good. For our ſenſe of that matter, is ſo-fully un- 
derſtood, that there needs no-induſtry to be uſed to know the thoughts. of every 
man in the kingdome, who hath a dram of ſenſe, or a penny of money, or the 
leaſt love for the countrey. I have ſeen a paper well written (as far as I can 
judge) upon that ſubjeA, which from the manner, I conclude is intended for 
the preſſe; but I have not been able to get a copy of it: for which my friend, 
in whoſe hand I ſaw it, gave me this reaſon; He faid, that as he never had 
contributed to the raiſing or increaſing the heats which had hapned by occaſion 
of this copper money, foe he reſolved not to doe any thing which might con- 
tinue or revive them, as he apprehended giving a copy might doe, for that 
it would not be in his power after doing ſoe, to prevent its being made pub-. 


lick, which he never deſigned, unleſſe there ſhould be a neceſſitye for it, from 


Mr. Wood's and his friends behaviour in juſtification of his ſcheme. But in 
that caſe, he would ſpeak his mind in. the plaineſt and moſt publick manner, 
which he declined to doe, till there was a neceſſitye for it, becauſe he ſhould 
be forced to ſpeak ſome truths which might difoblige. I gave Mr. W. a hint 
of my having ſeen ſuch a paper, and that I hoped to. be able to. ſend you a 
copy of it ſoon;. and to have enabled you to ſhewe- it to him, which I intend 
to doe as ſoon as poſſible, and I wiſh there may not be. an opportunitye 
ſooner then I deſire. For yeſterday my lord lieutenant delivered to me his 
majeſtye's anſwer to the addreſſe of the houſe of lords at the beginning of the 
ſeſſions, and expreſſed himſelf in this manner, that he had received his ma- 


zeltye s anſwer to the addreſſe of the houſe of lords at the beginning of the 


ſeſſions, 
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ſeſſions, which I hoped, and was willing to underſtand, meant the ſeveral 
addreſſes of both houſes; the firſt being only an addreſſe of congratulation 
on the diſcoverye and. diſappointment of the deſignes of his majeſtye's ene- 
myes; the other againſt our being tan wy Mr. Wood's lean ** 
eating up our fatt. 5 

But I ſoon found, that the anſwers were = to the addreſſes of congratu= 
lation, and cannot but ſay, that his grace's manner of ſpeaking, gave me leſſe 


hopes then I deſired, of our ſoon receiving a gracious anſwer to the other ad- 
dreſſes. I ſhewed how much it imported his majeſtye's ſervice, the good of 


* 


the kingdome, his grace's honour, and how much it would be to the ſatisfac- 
tion of all the king's ſervants and well wiſhers, that the ſeſſion might have an 
eaſy and ſpeedy iſſue: and that to attain all thoſe deſirable things, it were to be 
wiſhed, that ſuch anſwer might come ſoon, and remove the diſmal apprehen- 


ſions the countrey lyes under, of being ruined and impoveriſhed by a thing 


which we are told is intended for our good. His grace's anſwer was, that I 
might be ſure he wiſhed we might receive ſuch an anſwer :. but he gave me no 
other reaſon to think he believed. that we were like to receive an- anſwer, ſuch 


as is here not only deſired, but (if I thought the expreſſion proper to be uſed) I 


might add (I think) expected. I doe not know but your plain way may doe 
his majeſtye and this countrye ſervice, if you would wait upon Mr. W. and tell 


373 
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him, that they doe not act with candor or judgment, who think or may pretend 


to give hopes that the kingdome is capable of being perſwaded to receive this 
money voluntarily. If ſuch people have been found, who formerly gave hopes 


that methods might be taken here to reconcile people to this copper money, 


they muſt now ſee they misjudged the thing, and muſt confeſſe that they have 


not the power to do every thing which they undertake. 


For we are not without our ſuſpicions, that hopes have been given from 
this ſide, that there ſhould be ſuch methods taken here, as ſhould make Mr. 
Wood's money current: and among Mr. Wood's letters to his brother John 
Molineux, there is an expreſſion which points ſtrongly this way. But you 
may aſſure Mr. Walpole, that all hopes which may have been given, or which 
ſhall be given, that the people here will receive them of their own accord, are 
without any ſort of foundation; nothing will ever create a currencye of them, 
but what this countrye promiſes themſelves they may never ſee in his majeſtye's 


reign, I will now let you into a ſecret, that nothing was ever managed with 


leſſe {kill then this whole affair hath been ſince i it was firſt mentioned after the 


duke's 
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Period m. duke's landing. He declared himſelf perfettly unconcerned how the thing 
8 went, and that he had no inſtruftions about it from the king, or the M=—y : 


1723. 


but added, that honour was to be done to the king's patent, which had paſſed 
before he was made acquainted with che matter's being in agitation. 

The exemplification of the patent, which Mr. Wood in one of his letters 
to his brother Molineux, ſaith he had ſent by Mr. Whichcotte, my lord's pri- 
vate ſecretary, was not forth coming, altho' there were forty copies in ſeveral 


hands in the town. But at length the exemplification was (we find) not given 


by Mr. Woods, as he laid, to Mr. Whichcotte, but to one Mr. Brumſtead, a 
gentleman of the duke's, who had miſlayd it, and at length found it on the 
24th of September, among ſome lumber and goods which were brought over. 
But this finding hapned to be unfortunately after my lord lieutenant had given 
an anſwer to the addreſſe of the houſe of commons, in which he told them he 
had no papers, &c. relating to it, which could give them any ſatisfaction. The 
town knew how agreeable the anſwer was to the majoritye of the houſe of 
commons; and I have reaſon to think, my lord lieutenant was told by ſeveral 
that wiſhed him well, that there would be an humble application for a more 
fatisfaQory and explicite anſwer; but this was fortunately prevented by Mr. 
Brumſtead's finding the exemplification between the deliverye of the lord 


lieutenant's anſwer on Saturday, and the houſe's meeting on Monday, when 


Mr. Hopkins (as ſoon as the ſpeaker was ſeated in the chair) told the houſe 
that a gentleman attended at the door with the exemplification. Now, if in- 
ſtead of three perſons going together into an upper room in Mr. Conolye's 
houſe, on Friday the ſixteenth day of Auguſt (when the lord lieutenant dined 


with the ſpeaker, and 1 had the honour to be of the company) the number 


had been made foure, it is very poſſible that a fourth man might have been 
of opinion (ſuppoſing he could have been induced to have gave into the cop- 
per ſcheme) that the way to have ſucceeded, would have been to act avowedly 
and above board, and either wholly to have dropt the thing, as wholly imprac- 
ticable and inconvenient, or elſe to have appeared for it heartily and fairly, 
The other method was the - reſult of the poor temper and ſpirit of one man, 
who hopes he ſhall be able to blind people as to his being a well wiſher to 
the thing, and hath obtained his end of convincing one man, that he would 


doe all in his power, which indeed he hath done, and that is nothing. 


You will wonder at my mentioning three perſons going into an upper room, 
one of them I need not name to you; but Mr. Hill was told this (in a vaunt) 


by 


Y 
* 
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by a creature of Mr. C. that after the chancellor was gone away, the D.* 2 
the Sp. T and Mr. H. went into an upper room, and were together for two . 
hours, and then ſettled the meaſures to be taken in the public affairs. Indeed 1523. 
one would admire how it ſhould be poſſible for men who have foe many troops * The duke 
at command, ſhould be ſoe ill generals as to receive ſoe many diſgraces as "ang 4 
our great men have done this campaign. The truth is, inſtead of carrying | opchs. 
matters on with temper and prudence and good manners, ſome gentlemen, de- 
pending on numbers in all events, choſe to act with hauteur, and to place in- 

dignityes on gentlemen, who would not bear them, and were very able to ſhew 

how inconſiſtent ſuch proceedings were with the very being of parliaments. 

Civil treatment and common countenance fhewn to your nephew, might have 

made him leſſe ready to give them the chagrin which they were often put to by 

his means. In ſhort, if they had conſidered better, they would not have pro- 

voked a man whom few of them could hold a debate with, nor laid him under 

ſuch impreſſions at a certain place, that it was impraQicable for him to explain 

himſelf, and undeceive the other, where he had been miſinformed. It is time 

to conclude, and I know not how to do it better then by ſaying, that in my 

opinion, there are ſeveral who will think it will be time enough to paſſe the 

bill of ſupply, when they find reaſon. to think the danger of the kingdome from 

the copper money is over, but I will not pretend to gueſſe at the numbers 

they may amount to. But of this, I am fully convinced, that a very great 
majoritye of both houſes (if we ſhould: not have the happineſſe of his majeſtye's 

gracious anſwer to our. addrefles) will come to reſolutions which one would 

wiſh there might be no motive to come to; but what they may be, I will not 

preſume to gueſſe, leaſt I ſhould. be thought a promoter of them. Poſlibly 

ſome may think, that the leaſt they can doe, will be to lay thoſe who: ſhal 
countenance the currencye of copper money, by voluntarily receiving them 

in payment, under ſuch characters, which few men would willingly. have fixed 

on them by the body of the nation: and I heard one man talk lately of ſending. 


over ſome members of both houſes on an errand, for which I hope there will. be 
no occaſion, Adieu. 


Letters 
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Period III. Letters and extrafts of letters, from Saint John Brodrick, to lord chancellor 


ER. Fi Middleton. 
| 7. Several converſations with, and remonſtrances to lord Carteret and Robert Walpole 
1 againſt Wood's patent.—Speaks of the diviſions in the cabinet. — Struggle be- 
tween Townſhend and Walpole on one fide, and Carteret and Cadogan on the 
4 other.—Various proceedings in England relating to Wood's patent. ; 


Endorſed by lord Midleton—“ About my brother's, and has diſcourſing the Þ# 
miniſtry on the ſubjef of our proceedings in both houſes in Ireland.” 


* (London, 11th of January, 1723-4.) MY uncle gave you an account of a 
a 3 conference he had with the 2 8,“ upon the ſubjeR of our late proceedings in 
Ireland, fo that I need not trouble you on that head further then to tell you, 
+ The king. that every word he ſaid, was that day laid before 1 by one, in preſence of 
the other, in the plaineſt manner, not vithout reminding him of the conſtant 
* zealous affection of our family, &c. particularly in the laſt ſeſſion here, the 
quiet and ſucceſs of which, he was told, was in a good meaſure owing to it. I 
had yeſterday a conference of near two hours with the perſon to whom you 
ſometimes wrote upon. this ſubje&, and did, in the beſt manner I could, open 
5 and explain to him the whole hiſtory of our ſeſſion, particularly with relation to 
the patent; at which he ſeem'd a good deal ſurpriz d, and told me, I had put 
that matter in a very different light from what it had been repreſented in by 
thoſe who had tranſmitted conſtant accounts of it over hither. I found, that 
every one of the reſolutions had been ſaid to have been of mine, and conſe- 
quently your framing; particularly the two which ſeem to have given the 
greateſt offence, thoſe about the notorious miſrepreſentation of the ſtate of the _. 
kingdom, and addreſſing the king againſt granting the power of coinage to 
any private perſon whatſoever. When I mention'd the perſon that moy'd 
them, Singleton, the meeting at the Roſe the night before we went into the 
committee, the manner of opening it by the chancellor of the exchequer, the 
propoſing one or both thoſe reſolutions by Mr. Ward, and in ſhort every thing 
that was ſaid or paſt there, which I did very fully and truly, he ſaid, he confeſt 
ſome people's proceedings and politicks were a good deal out of his depth, 
and could hardly believe me, when I acquainted him with Mr. Upton's motion 
at the cloſe of the debate, to declare Wood incapable of any employment, pen- 
| ſion, 
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fron, &c. from his majeſty, fearing, as he ſaid, that he might be made a com- — 
miſſioner of the revenue, or be put upon us for a pention of 1000 l. per an- — 
num, as a ſatisfaQion for the loſs of his patent. You may be ſure I did not for- 1723. 
get telling him whoſe creature and confident he was; nor that the queſtion of 
the 150 per cent. loſs was mov'd by the king's ſollicitor, member for New. " 
town. He was very exact about the names of the particular perſons who 
mov'd the ſeveral queſtions, which he made me repeat two or three times: 
and aſſur'd me, that as my uncle had the day before told him a good deal, ſo 
I had explain'd and enabled him to ſay many things, which he had omitted, 
which he would not fail to repreſent to — immediate). 1 

I had the ſatisfaction to be told, when I gave him an account of the firſt 
matter of heat which paſt in the houſe (a certain grave perſon's moſt irregu- 
larly calling me to order) that whatever the conſequences of that hehaviour 
were, he thought, the perſon who was the occafion of them, and not I were 
anſwerable for them. When 1 began to enter upon the proceedings of the two 
houſes about you, he told me, I need not labour that point, for that it was 
very well underſtood, and that no great ftreſs was laid upon it. This is the 
ſubſtance of what paſt between us, at leaſt as much as is proper to be truſted 
to a letter that is to paſs thro* Manley's hands; when I can meet with a pro- 
per opportunity, I will write more explicitly, and let you know ſeveral par- 
ticulars, which I beleive wont diſpleaſe you. In general, I think our late 
proceedings will .in no ſort anſwer the end propos'd; but on the contrary, 
will take a very different turn from what thoſe who ſet them a foot expected. 

I go very little abroad, ſo can't ſend you much news. Our ſeſſion open'd 
very quietly, not a debate upon, or negative to the addreſs, and people ſeem 
to think, *twill be a very ſhort and eaſy one; but of this, I don't pretend to 
give any opinion. The town ſays, lord Cadogan has ſtood his ground, not- 
withſtanding a very ſtrong attack made upon him. The ſcheme was, Cobham 
to command the army, Argyle, for the preſent, to take up with the ordinance, 
and Dorſet to be fteward. If this had ſucceeded, twould hardly have ſtopt 
there; but as it has been diſappointed, people who know nothing, make va- 
rious conjectures upon the conſequences of it. In ſhort, we are in a ſtrong 
rumble here; who will turn up, God knows; particulars, you muſt not expect 
by the poſt, no more then anſwers to your letters to the perſon who is the cheif 
fabje& of this; who bids me tell you, that writing would only prejudice you 
and himſelf, but that he is, and I verily beleive him, much your ſervant, For 
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Pages Hi. the future, I ſhould adviſe your . ſo my 'uncle or *. rather then 
CL direaly o him. 


1723» End td by lord Midleton—* Had ſeen lord Carterett, who appeared very 


much diſſatisfied at my uſage. Gives good hopes not to ſee it continued.” 
(London, January 12, 1723-4.) I Wrote to you by laſt night's poſt, but 
having an opportunity of ſending. this by a private hand, Mr. Hamilton, I 
ſhall mention ſome things now, which in prudence I could not do yeſterday, 
without repeating any thing E then wrote. You cannot imagine what a noiſe 
your affair has made on this {ide the water, nor how tis reſented by almoſt all 
forts of people. I ſpeak not my on words when I tell you 'tis the luckyeſt 
incident that could have befallen lord Carteret, Roxborough, &e. who you 
may be aſſur'd, have and will purſue it to the utmoſt with the king, whom it 
las very much ſower*d already. Theſe are the words of one of thoſe lords to 
me. I need not tell you, that the breach between thoſe two lords and Mr. 
Walpole, is fo great as to be paſt a poſſibility of reconciliation, or even acting 
together. The former have withſtood many home puſhes at them and their 
freinds at Hanover, and as I told you yeſterday, have been able to ſupport 
lord Cadogan, even after poſitive promiſes made to the three lords, I then 
mentioned, of his employments, which has not only a good deal chagrin'd 
them, but is lookt upon as a great blow to W——, eſpecially, conſidering the 
time of preſſing and denying him this, the kw of a ſeſſion, when he and 
his freinds fancy they have a right to afk and inſiſt upon any thing. He is: 
certainly a very conſiderable man, and has great influence in the houſe of 
commons; but then, many things which paſs there purely by the zeal and af- 
feftion of gentlemen to the king's perſon and government, are, by his crea- 
tures, aſerib'd wholly to his condu& and intereſt. In ſhort, while he purſues. 
the king's meaſures, he has, no doubt, great opportunitys of ſerving him, but 
if thro” pique, or any other pretence, he ſhould again think fit to-oppoſe them, 
be affur'd there are gentlemen enough, even in this parliament, to do the 
king's buſineſs, without him or his freinds, and tis not impoſſible, but that 
you may in a little time ſee what I ſay come to paſs, I mention this, purely 
that you may not be under any apprehenſions from the omnipotence of his. 
power; he certainly has a great deal, but your freinds have at leaſt as much 
credit with the king, and are infinitely better eſteem d, by the diſintereſted 
part of mankind. 
What 
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| What the event of this conteſt between them will be, I can't pretend to 


879 


Wood's 
Patent. 


fay; and am afraid I ſhall be thought to ſpeak my inclinations, rather then! 


my judgment, when I tell you I have very little apprehenſions about it. Tis 
certainly preſt on both ſides with the greateſt application and vigour, and is a 
fair trial of their credit and intereſt with the king; ſo that the event of it will, 
in all probability, determine the fate of one of the partys. By all the obſer- 
ſervation I could make, our freinds ſeem to think they have gain'd a great ad- 
vantage over the others, and to determine to purſue it to the utmoſt; and lord 
C went ſo far t'other day, as to tell me, he did not think doing you juſtice, 
by continuing you in your employments, was a ſufficient reparation for an injury, 
which he thought was done and meant to the whole family, and therefore ad- 
wvis'd both my uncle and me to inſiſt upon ſome particular mark of the king's 


favour being ſhewn one of us, and to mention this to Mr. W=— in the 


ſtrongeſt terms. I have great reaſon to know he, Mr. W, is both aſham'd 
and uneaſy about his freinds behaviour in Ireland, which has brought him into 
the greateſt difficultys he ever was involv'd in fince his laft getting into the 
miniſtry. For this reaſon, great pains are taken to ſhift the load from our 
great man in Ireland, who pretends to diſavow even the knowledge of it, and 
the whole blame is laid upon that moſt inconſiderable tool of his, Jack Rugby. 
When I was told this by a very great lord and friend of theirs, I took the li- 
berty to ſay, I could hardly beleive he was in earneſt; but that if he were, he 
was not very well acquainted with the complexion of our houſe of lords, to 


imagine they dar'd have taken ſuch a ſtep without orders from their ſuperiors, 


or that 11 biſhops, and g temporal pentioners could have been influenced by a 
little inconſiderable papiſt in maſquerade, whoſe perſon every one of them 
| hated and deſpis'd. I have nothing more to add, not having ſeen lord J 
fince I began my letter; only, that this day in the houſe, Mr. W=— ap- 


pointed me to be with him on Wedneſday morning; I ſhall ſay nothing with 


out advice, and will give you the earlieſt account of what paſſes. God 
Almighty preſerve your lordſhip, and diſappoint the devices of all your enemys. 


(London, February 1, 1723-4.) I Had yeſterday a long conference with 
one to whom you are under very great obligations both upon this and a former 
occaſion, He aſſures me, that matters are upon ſo good a foot, that he does 
not beleive that leaving you out of the government, will be even attempted. 
On the contrary, that orders are gone from hence to name you, among others, 
in the letter which is ſoon to be wrote. I told you, in a former, that your 
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PIR. being put in when you went over laſt, was owing to the perſonal intereſt of a 
great man with his freind, and by no means to thoſe to whom you may fancy 
1723. yourſelf under ſome obligations upon that account. If this be the ſcheme 
now, you may be ſure we ſhall be told the ſame ſtory, and with equal truth. 
Till this great point is ſettled, I dont think it adviſeable to infiſt, or even men- 
tion any thing elſe; but when that is over, I think we ought to ſpeak. plain 
Engliſh, and infiſt, that as you are equal in commiſſion, ſo you ought to be 
in power and credit with that little fellow, who, I may venture to tell you, is now 
pretty well underſtood here. If this had been done formerly, I fancy we 
ſhould not have been under ſome difficulties that we have been of hte. 
What gives riſe to this advice at this time, is an expreſſion of the perſon's, I 
mentioned, to me yeſterday, that the king and every body here were ſenſible 
where the influence and intereſt of Ireland lay, and therefore he was of opinion, 
that thoſe ought and would be employed, who were moſt capable of ſerving him. 
That if people could have been contented with doing the king's buſineſs only, 
he was ſenſible it might have been done in the moſt unanimous and quiet man- 
ner; but if his majeſty's name and authority were to be made uſe of to gra- 
Duke of tifye the private pique and reſentment of ——,* he thought they were account-. 
Grafton. ape for the conſequences, who had been prevailed on to enter into ſuch weak 
meaſures. Theſe are, as near as I can recollect, his own words. There is 
very little public news ſtirring: every thing goes on very quietly in parliament, 
and there is great probability of a ſhort and eaſy ſeſſion. The great ones are, to- 
outward appearance, upon a very freindly foot. Towards the cloſe of the 
ſeſſion, we ſhall know how far they are fincere. The dukes. of Darſet and. 
Bolton are now ſaid to be the competitors for our government, both W 
freinds, and they ſay, both promiſed; I am glad, however, his grace is like to 
have a ſucceſſor; I doubt we ſhall never have his fellow. | 
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Endorſed by lord Midleton—® That lord lieutenant's ſtay in Ireland, is in 
hopes he may ſtil attain his end, and prevent my being left one of the lords 
Juſtices ; thinks he will fail doing it,—That duke of Argyle puts in hard for 
it. Mich gives great uneaſineſs to Mr. V.““ e | 

(London, March 2, 1723-4.) I Find I made a right judgment of the 
reaſons of — ſtaying ſo long in Ireland, when in my letter to lady Midle- 
ton, I told her, it muſt be by direQions from hence, to ſee whither the affair 
of the government could be carryed to ſome people's ſatisfaction, or elle, by 
keeping poſſeſſion, to prevent the immediate declaring a ſucceſſor, and of 
courle, 
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courfe, receiving another year's ſalary. That matter is now fully explained, e's 
and gives ſome people more uneaſineſs then you can imagine. The conteſt Cu 
formerly lay between his grace of B——n* and Do——t;F but of late, another 1723. 
competitor has appear'd,, who declares he muſt not be denyed his requeſt; + Dole 
you may perhaps have heard, that when a certain perſon + parted with a gene- x Duke of 
ral's ſtaff for one of a leſs. ſize, he obtain'd it upon poſitive aſſurances never Argyle. 
to expe the former, or any way to intermeddle with the army. But this is 
now explain'd, and very reaſonably, to extend only to England; and that the 
government of Ireland could never be conſtrued to be comprehended within 
the promiſe, being entirely a civil employment, tho' by accident the command 
of the army is appendant to it. Without entring into the nicety of this way 
of reaſoning, tis certain he has aſkt it, and in a pretty poſitive manner, and 
thoſe who beſt know him, think he will not be very eaſy, if denyed. On t'o- 
ther hand, to have an employment of ſo much conſequence and value taken 
out of the hands of a favourite, by ſuch means, ſeems a little to ſtrike at that 
omnipotence, upon the notion of which, a good deal of our preſent intereſt is 
founded. By this time, I beleive ſome people begin to repent the taking fir 
Simon into ſuch a degree of confidence, indeed, into the adminiſtration; be- 5 Lord 
cauſe, if I am not miſinform'd, he has ſtruck into this new ſcheme; and if Hareourt 
people could have been prevail'd on to have ſhewn a little good nature to ho- 

neſt Harry Madrigal, we ſhould: have had a very pretty triumvirate. But this Lord 
unexpected incident, together with what lately pat? in the houſe of commons, Bolingbroke: 
an account of which you will ſee in lord M “s letter, has put a ſtop to that 

affair, for the preſent, at leaſt. Lord C t and his freinds ſeem to be perfealy 
unconcerned in this ſcrape, knowing it cannot hurt them, let it take what turn 

it will; tho? if it ſucceed, we muſt alter our diſpoſition, and take entirely new 

meaſures, of which I ſhould be glad to have your thoughts. I told you when 

I firſt came over, and obſerv'd the ſituation of our great men and their in- 

tereſts, I was of opinion, the ſullen calm and ſeeming unanimity that appear'd 

at the opening the ſeſſion, would probably end in a ſtorm, having learnt ſo 

much {kill in navigation, as to know, one is generally the conſequence of the 

other. The ſeſſion is now ſo near a concluſion, that I beleive nothing will 


appear till *tis over; but I am ſtrangely out in wy politicks, if the next don't. 
prove a warm one, 


Endorſed by lord Midteton—© That my brother * he had waited on and en- 
poſtulated with the miniſtry about the deſign of ihe. D. of G. to leave me out 
. of 
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N of the government, which they diſclaimed intending.—Gives "OW to believe 
— he will not be able to accompiſh his deſign. 
#723. (London, March 11, 1723-4.) I Wrote Arthur a Jong letter by laſt pol 


but ſomething having hapned ſince that time, which I think worth your notice, 
muſt beg leave to give you a ſecond trouble. Lady Hillſborough, came to 
town on Monday laſt, and among other things, told us that the common talk 
of Dublin was, that his grace was determined not to leave it till the affair of 
the government was ſettled to his ſatisfaQion; and that he was afſur'd it ſhould 
be ſo as ſoon as the parliament here was up, and nam'd old Monmouth 
as the perſon from whom ſhe received this notable intelligence. Tho' I was 
not under the leaſt apprehenſion from this ridiculous peice of boaſting, yet I 
thought a proper uſe might be made of it, by taking occaſion to feel the pulſe 
of the miniſters a ſecond time, and making this report the handle for renewing 
our application to them. Accordingly, my uncle and I waited upon the two 
ſecretaries, and after ſpeaking his mind very fully and plainly to each of them, 
he concluded with deſiring they would acquaint the king with his humble re- 
queſt, that he might have the honour of an audience, whenever his majeſty was 
pleaſed to think it proper. This had been concerted before, and when it was 
mention'd, one of the great men ſeem'd a good deal ſurpriz'd, ſaid he was 
fatisfyed we were alarm'd without reaſon; and why ſhould people complain be- 
fore they were hurt? however, when we perſiſted in the thing, they both pro- 
mis*'d to do what was deſir'd, and to let us know his majeſty's pleaſure. I 
dont repeat the particulars of the converſation, becauſe I take it for granted, 
my uncle has or will ſoon give you an account both of that, and what he ſays 
to the king; to whom, I aſſure you, he is reſolv'd to ſay a great many bold 
honeſt truths, which I am confident his majeſty will receive with his wonted 
goodneſs, having as good an opinion of the author, as of moſt men in his do- 
minions. We ſhall, to-morrow, know the day he appoints for his waiting on 
him. 
It came to my turn to ſpeak to Mr. W, my uncle not viſiting him, 
and if in telling you what paſt between us, I mention any thing which, perhaps, 
modeſty forbids me to do, you muſt not impute it to my vanity, but the deſire 
I have to lay every thing in a juſt and true light before you, that you may by 
that means be the better able to judge of the ſituation of your own affairs. I 
began with telling him, that the laſt time I waited upon him, my principal 
errand was to juſtifye my own conduct in the Iriſh parliament, which I had 
reaſon 
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reaſbn to know, had been vilely miſrepreſented to him, and that beſides what Wood's 


I then ſaid, I hop'd my behaviour in this, had effeftually given the ye to all . 
thoſe filly malitious reports; that I now came to him to demand a peice of 1723. 
juſtice on behalf of a perſon who had been moſt baſely traduc'd, and ill treat- 
ed. I told him, I was too well appriz'd of the freindſhip and intimacy there 
was between him and his grace, to imagine any thing I could ſay, would induce 
him to eſpouſe your intereſt, or decline his; but that I apprehended this was 
not the caſe at preſent, and that his grace was no otherwiſe concern'd in the 
queſtion, then as his name was made uſe of to gratifye the private reſentment 
and malice of two inconſiderable fellows; and therefore hop'd he would not 
contribute to the doing ſo great an injury to our family, who he knew had on 
many occaſions done the king eminent ſervices, and had in no one inſtance, : 
diſſerv'd him, Mr. W „or his intereſt. I then went thro' the whole de- 
tail of our ſeſſion, and concluded with the account I mention'd, of his grace's 
ſtay in Ireland, and the reaſons aſſign'd for it. In anſwer to this, he began 
with telling me, be was ſurpriz'd at my taking any umbrage at his grace's ſtay, 
and that the expoſtulation on that head ſhould come from our quarter, which 
he was ſure it would not, had I known the true reaſons of it; that tho there 
had not been any orders ſent, yet he beliey*d he had received ſome mniimations 
from his freinds here,. that *twould be convenient he ſhould continue where he 
was for ſome time; that they were winding. up their bottoms as faſt as they 
could, and: ſhould be glad to have a little time 7o look about them, after the par- 
lament was up; that as he could not deny, but that my reafoning about his 
grace's {tay was juſt, ſo he belewed I muſt own that another, and that a very 
good one, might be aſſign'd for it; but that *twas not proper for him to explain 
himſelf further on this ſubject, n, he was ſure I underſtood: what he 
meant. 
J told you in a former, or one I wrote to lord ace that the D. of 
A——e's inſiſting on our government, at the time and in the manner he did, 
had given the miniſtry ſome uneaſineſs; and that I beleiv'd his grace of G 
was directed to ſtay ſome time longer, purely to give them time to look about 
them, till the parliament was up, the reaſon for which you will eaſily apprehend. 
I am now fully convinc'd, that I judg'd right, and that this is the only reaſon 
for his doing fo; that which his freinds in Ireland aſſign for it, not having been 
ſo much as mention'd here, not even in his private letters, if I can beleive the 
ſolemn aſſeverations of thoſe who ought to know that matter beſt ; and I muſt 


again 
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2 a” agam repeat my opinion, that however valiant and ſanguine fir Owen and his 
ERS "freinds may appear, they will not even venture to propoſe the leaving you out 
1723, of the government, at leaſt not in their publick letters. 

But to return; Mr. W proceeded, by telling me he beleiv'd I did not 
apprehend any ill offices from one part of the miniſtry; but that, whatever 
my opinion might be of them, perhaps the others were as fincerely our freinds, 
as they who made larger profeſſions. I took the liberty here to interrupt him, 
by ſaying, I was ſorry to hear ſuch an expreſſion, which he underſtood, I 
meant of the diſſentions among the great men, and ſaid, the matter was pub- 
lick, and that he did not diſown being upon ill terms with lord C——t. But 
I went on, and explain'd myſelf, that my concern aroſe from his beleiving I 
had entred into meaſures, or choſe to make my court to one part of the ad- 
miniſtration, rather then another; that if juſtice were done you, I was aſſur'd, 
you would as willingly own the obligation to him as to any body ; and that, for 
my own part, I would always endeavour to behave myſelf in ſuch a manner 
as to merit the freindſhip of all the king's miniſters, and ſhould be particularly 
happy, if I could obtain his. This gave him an opportunity of ſaying a great 
many things of me, that neither he nor I thought I deſerv'd. He told me, 
that he had never received more ſatisfaRion, then in my laſt converſation with 
him; that I had explain'd the hiſtory of our ſeſſion ſo clearly, and with ſuch an 
air of ſincerity, that what I ſaid, had made a great impreſſion on him. That 
he had laid every thing that paſt then, before the king, in the beſt manner he 
could, and that he had the ſatisfaction to tell me, that my behaviour in par- 
liament here, was entirely agreable to the king; that he had conſtantly ac- 
quainted him with it, and that it was the greateſt confirmation of the truth of 
every thing I had ſaid relating to the affairs of Ireland. He continued, that 
*twas natural to imagine, people in his ſituation were glad of the freindſhip of 
men of character and underſtanding, and that, without compliment, he thought 
our family were poſſeſt of both, and therefore ſhould always deſire our freind- 
ſhip, and would give me any inftance, I could defire, of his ſincerity and regard 
for me. I told him, I had nothing to aſk for myſelf, that I never yet had, 
nor did I beleive, I ever ſhould aſk for an employment; that doing you 
Juſtice, was the only favour I defir'd, and that I ſhould make my judgment of 
the fincerity of the many profeſſions that had been made me, by the ſteps 
that were taken in that affair. He told me, he hop'd he had ſaid enough to 

- convince me, he was not * naughty, as he had been repreſented, and that I 
would 
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ORICINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


would not think him fo, for not having explain'd bimſelf further upon the ſub. 
ject of our converſation, which he was ſure I would not take amiſs, when I 
conſider'd either his public or private ſcituation. 

We parted upon the civilleſt terms, and I muſt tell you, he talkt to me with 
infinitely more freedom and freindſhip then when I came firſt to town. I 
have been the more particular in this account, not knowing but the prating 
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Wood's 

Patent. 
233 

1723. | 


and lying of ſome people may give you ſome uneaſineſs. You will form your 


own judgment upon what I write, and tho' I am too well acquainted with the 
profeſſions of great men to build much upon them, yet I am ſo entirely ſatis- 
fyed, that they know 'tis their intereſt to do you juſtice, that I have not the 
leaſt doubt of their doing ſo, and often think, that we give too much credit and 


weight to the intereſt of our enemys, by laying ſo much ftreſs upon a point, 


which I know they cant carry, and notwithſtanding all their boaſting, I verily 
beleive, dare not even propoſe. I this moment received a meſſage from lord 
Townſhend, to be with him to-morrow morning, and will let you know what 
paſſes in my next. In the mean time, let me entreat you, by your behaviour, 
tolet and his freinds ſee, you know you are out of their power. Indeed, 
my lord, their intereſt and credit here is at a low ebb; and I ſhould be very 
ſorry to think you had no better tenure in the great ſeal, then fir Owen has in 
his power. I forgot to tell you, that as an inftance of Mr. V ſincerity, 
I was employed by him yeſterday, to move for the diſcharging the committee 
of elections, from hearing any more petitions this ſeſſion. The two next were 


the D. of Ar—e's uncles and couſin germans; from which you may form 


your own conjeQures, for I aſſure you, the thing will bear it. 

(London, March 24, 1723-4.) THERE is no letter in form yet come 
from his grace, tho? I hear to day, he intends to come away the beginning 
of May; if ſo, he muſt certainly write ſoon, that there may be time for the 
king's letter to go thro' the common forms of the offices. I own I could 
wiſh, for many reaſons, this affair were ſettled before the riſing of the parlia- 
ment; not that I ſuſpet any attempt will be made againſt you on this fide the 
water; but your freinds will be better able to ſpeak plainly while the houſe is 
ſitting then after it is up. The king's going abroad is now generally beleiv'd; 
if ſo, *twill probably haſten his grace's coming over, who I take for granted, 
will think it proper to kiſs his hand, and give an account of his adminiſtration, 
before he goes away. The town talks of miſunderſtandings between the 
great men; and that they will probably come to an open rupture as ſoon as 
vol. 11. PART Ls 3 D the 


686 ' MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period III. the parliament is up. I hope there is no foundation for this report, but if 
Um 101727* there be, I can't but think W muſt preyail, and for that reaſon, endeavour 
1724 to be as well with him as I can. Tis certain his intereſt in our houſe is pro- 
digious, and while that continues twill be pretty hard to withſtand him. I am 
a letter in lady Midleton's dett, and would have anſwer'd it to night, if I had not 
wrote to you. Pray give her Nancy's and my humble duty. I hope we ſhall 8 
be in Ireland before the firſt of next term. The houſe will certainly riſe in a 1 
few days aſter Eaſter, and I hope before that time, the main affair will be ſet- 
tled to our ſatisfaction; if not, I am reſolv'd not to ſtir till tis determin'd. 
In the mean time, I beg you will be under no uneaſineſs about it, for I think 
"tis en it ſhould n. Adieu. 
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abend by lord Midleton—* Had fro lord Carteret and Mr. | Clutterbuck, 
and made my complements. Gives an account of what the court  defigns to doe 
on Wood's complaint. 


(London, April 18, 1724.) YESTERDAY I toad your lordſhip? s fa- 
vour of the gth, by which I find you had heard the agreable news of lord Carte- 
ret's being appointed our governour, and of your being nam'd one of the lords 
Juſtices, in deſpight of all the attempts-and malice of your enemys. You.may 
be ſure I did not omit paying all the reſpe& and compliments imaginable on this 
occaſion, to a perſon who has been ſo remarkably freindly to you, and by that 
means, laid our family under ſuch obligations, as ought never to be forgot. I 
ſhall ſee Mr. Clutterbucke to day, and will then obey your commands to 
him. I had, upon the general good character of the man, made myſelf well 
acquainted with him before I imagin'd I ſhould ſee him in the employment 
he now is, and you muſt beleive I ſhall now do every thing in my power to 5 
cultivate his freindſhip, and hope before I leave this place, to put it upon ſuch 1 
a foot, as that no little malitious lyes or inſinuations will be able to ſhake it. 
; I have had a good deal of diſcourſe, both with my lord and him, about the af- 
fairs of Ireland, and have honeſtly told them my opinion of them, and I look 
upon the difficultys, and indeed diſgrace, which his predeceſſor met with by 
eſpouſing that pernicious patent, and giving himſelf entirely up to the freinds: 
of it, as a peice of very good fortune to Ireland, becauſe they will effectually 
prevent his treading in the ſame ſteps. From the time of his being declar'd 
lord leiutenant, I confeſs I was more then ever apprehenſive of the balfpence, 
F both 
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both becauſe 1 knew the power of their great patron was vaſtly enereaſt, and Wood's 
py : . . Patent. 
as I was of opinion, that the proſpe& of laying my lord under difficultys, might Cy 
be an additional motive to the others inſiſting on the eſtabliſhment of the pa- 1724. 
tent, and I now find I was right in my conjeftures. I gave you a hint in my 
laſt, of what paſt in the committee of councel about them, and am promis'd a 
copy of the order then made, which, if it come time enough, I will ſend you 
by this poſt. All that is ſaid to be deſign'd at preſent, is only to ſend over an 
order to the commiſſioners of the revenue, to revoke one lately made by them, 
forbidding their officers to receive or pay any of that curſed coin, ſo as the 
patentee may be upon the ſame foot he was at the opening of the parliament. 
I never, till lately, heard our commiſſioners had vertue enough to iſſue ſo 
honeſt an order, nor can I yet bring myſelf to beleive it, tho' I have been ; 
aſſur'd of the truth of it from very great hands; but if they did, I am afraid 
| ſome of thoſe honeſt gentlemen will find themſelves in a good deal of difficulty, 
how to att upon this occaſion. If they revoke the order, I doubt whenever 
the houſe of commons meets, they will expect a very good reaſon from their 
members for aAing in dire& oppoſition to their unanimous and repeated ſenſe, 
and will hardly think any orders from their maſters here, can diſpenſe with 
their obligations to them. On the other hand, ſhould they perſiſt in what they 
have done, you know they have to do with people, who are pretty impatient 
of contradiCtion, and will hardly bear to have their orders diſputed by thoſe 
whom they look upon as their ſervants. ge 
Tis now pretty plain, with what view ſo many reſolutions were fram'd at a 
certain place, againſt the abuſes of the powers of the patent, and I hope, if 
ever it ſhould prevail, the countrey will be made ſenſible to whom they owe 
that bleſſing. I have reaſon to know, that the plan of all thoſe wiſe queſtions 
was ſent from hence, with deſign to make the uſe that is now intended of 
them, viz. The parliament complains only of the miſexecution of the patent, 
| but there has been none ſuch; therefore no cauſe of complaint. You and I 
are too well acquainted with Mr. S——n's* ſincerity, to imagine he could 
have any indirect view in propoſing the queſtion for addreſſing againſt granting 
any patent for coining, &c. to private perſons; but as the beſt actions are liable to 
miſconſtruttions, ſo a handle is taken from hence to ſay, that his majeſty's 
prerogative is ſtruck at by this, and in ſuch an article as that not even an 
Engliſh parliament ever ventur'd to queſtion, and therefore, if for no other 
reaſon, his miniſters are oblig'd to juſtifye the legality of this patent. This is 
vn 3D 2 the 
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7 4 the foot upon which the abuſes complain'd of are put; as to the objeftions 
unde to the quantity, they are allow'd to have ſome little weight; but may be 
1724 anſwer'd by the patentees condeſcending to leflen it, perhaps half, and then 
ſurely all uneaſineſs will be remov'd. I don't trouble you with the anſwers 
made to theſe weighty objeftions; but upon the whole, I beleive. revoking the 
order I mention'd above, and agreeing to leſſen the quantity, is what is at pre- 
ſent deſigned ; and in all other reſpects, the patent is to ſtand upon its own bot- 
tom; without the affiſtance of a proclamation, or order for receiving them; 
both which are poſitively diſavow'd, and I hops mill 0 never be Sven into, 


3 April 14, —__ I Debgned to have wrote 1 aſt poſt, but 
lord Carteret's being out of town prevented me. He returned on Sunday 
morning, and I had a good deal of diſcourſe with him about the affairs of Ire- 
land, the particulars of which, it is not proper to ſend in a letter that is to go 

through Manley's hands, and indeed I am enjoin'd not to mention many of 
them till I can find a more ſecure conveyance. In general you may be aſ- 
ſur'd, he is inclm'd to do every thing in his power that can be thought for 
the ſervice of the countrey, or is agreable to the inclinations of ſome of your 
freinds, towards whom he expreſſes, himſelf with uncommon regard and 
eſteem. The thing which is likely to create him the greateſt uneaſineſs, is 
that pernicious ſcheme of the balfpence, which I now apprehend more then: 
ever. You muſt no doubt have ſeen the account that was lately given by 
Mr. Wood in the publick news-papers, of a hearing before a committee of 
council, at his inſtance, and the order that iſſued thereupon for an immediate 
aſſay of ſome of his coinage. I endeavour'd to inform myſelf, as well as E 
could, of what paſt there, but could learn little more then what is mention'd. 
in the papers, nor do I beleive there was any debate on that ſubjett in council. 
When the report of the aſſay is made, we ſhall know what is determined about 
us; in the mean time, it ſeems pretty plain to me, that this affair is to be puſht 
to the utmoſt, not only, as tis a darling project of one who cannot bear con- 
tradition, but as twill lay ſome other people, for whom be has not ach re- 
gard, under the greateſt difficultys imaginable. 

1 am not acquainted with the forms of iſſuing 1 in joking, 
but if any thing of that nature is to paſs thro* the hands of a freind of mine, 
which he imagines deſtructive to the kingdom, I hope he will have little doubt 
with himſelf in what manner to act. I could ſay a great deal on this ſubject. 


* 
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but dare not, for the reaſons I have given, enlarge upon it. I am to be with 


339 


od 
Pate 


lord C—— again to-morrow by appointment, and as ſoon as I can meet with 2 


a fafe hand, you ſhall know every thing that paſſes. Tis whiſper'd among 
ſome people, that he will not go into Ireland, but have the ſame ſucceſſor 
there, that he had in his former employment. This poſſibly may be in ſome 
people's thoughts, but if ——* has aſſur'd him, as tis ſaid, he ſhall go over, I 
beleive twill be pretty difficult to perſuade him to alter his reſolutron. Tis 
certain he is as well there as ever he was in his life, and the night after the al- 
terations were declared. talkt to him near half an hour in the drawing room, 
and hardly ſpoke to any other perſon; ſo that his freinds are ſanguine os 
to think he will, even yet, be able to make his party good. 

We are told the parliament will be up in a few days, but as far as I can 
judge by their manner of proceeding, they will not riſe ſo ſoon as is expected. 
Be that as it will, unleſs ſomething extraordinary happen, I will endeavour to 
get away ſo as to overtake the very beginning of next term, for I am heartily 
tir'd of this town, and long, more then I can expreſs, to ſee you and my 
freinds in Ireland. I hope in a day or two, to hear how fir Owen and his 
creatures receiv'd the news of your being put into the government; they cer- 
tainly muſt have been a good deal mortifyed, eſpecially conſidering how high 
| their expeQations were raiſed; but they have been ſo much miſtaken in their 


politicks of late, that diſappointments of this nature, fit eaſier upon them then 


they did formerly. 


Endorſed by lord Midleton—® About the alteration of the king's letter to the 
. duke of Grafton, to appoint juſtices, &c.” 


(London, April 21, 1724.) I Wrote you a long letter by laſt poſt, and 


was then in hopes I ſhould not have had occaſion'to trouble you with another, 


unleſs it were to give you an account of my having left this place, which I 
intended to have done to-morrow, and had ſettled all my affairs accordingly, 
but was oblig'd to alter my reſolution by an account 1 received, and which went 
current for two or three days, of ſome further changes intended, and parti- 
cularly one lately made, I dare ſay, a good deal to your ſatisfaction. I en- 
deavour'd to inform myſelf of the truth of this matter, but dont find there was 
any other foundation for the report, then a letter lately ſent over by your very 
good freind, complaining of ill uſage in being ſuperſeded while in Ireland, 

contrary to all preſident, as he alledges, and deſiring that the commiſſion, ap- 
pointing lords juſtices, may not paſs till he is ready to come away, for if it 
does, he muſt ſteal away by night, rather then ſtay or go off as a private man. 
| 5 | This 


1724- 


* The King. 


+ Duke of* 
Grafton, 
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b = This letter, I hear, was communicated to his ſucceſſor, who was defir'd to 
3 Make this matter eaſy, by conſenting his grace ſhould have the pleaſure of 
3724. paſling the commiſſion for lords juſtices in his abſence (which by the by, he has 
a thouſand times ſaid, he would never do, if you were to be in it) and that as 
ſoon as he was landed, lord Carterett's ſhould be put under the ſeal, and then 
a new one for appointing the ſame lords juſtices during his abſence, ſhould 
pals the great ſeal of Ireland. This is the foot upon which this matter is 
put, and you may depend upon it, there is no other view in it then what I men- 
tion, and that repeated orders are ſent to haſten his grace over, who I beleive, 
will have left Ireland before this reaches you. Beſides the letter fir Owen has 
wrote in anſwer to the publick one wrote him by lord C-—t, I hear there 
is another ſent to a certain miniſter, whom I muſt not name nor even deſcribe, 
defiring him to aſſure our freind of his beſt ſervices, and of his defire to make 
him eaſy in every reſpect; that he is perfectly eaſy in the company he is put, 
and is very deſirous of living well with every one of them. How ſtrangely is 
that ſervile abjeQ creature's tone alter d! He would have talkt in another ſtyle, 
if his friend's ſcheme could have been brought to bear; but I find he is reſolv'd 
to continue his power by the ſame baſe unworthy methods he attain'd it, viz. 
the moſt ſervile mean compliance with every thing that he thinks has power 
either to hurt or ſerve him. hn a 
I dare ſay, you muſt be impatient to know how matters go here, and what 
further alterations are likely to be made ſince the late great ones. Every 
body expected the command of the army would have been put into other 
# Cadogan. hands immediately; but hitherto the perſon “ who has it has ſtood his ground 
beyond expeQation; and the town ſays, has a freind who has poſitively de- 
clar'd he will not part with him; if this be faQ, ſuch a repulſe is more then an 
' overballance for the late victory. Tho? for my own part, I know the power and 
temper of a certain perſon ſo well, as to be firmly of opinion, that he will 
carry this and every other point he inſiſts upon; and will leave no body in 
employment but his own relations and dependants, The commiſſion for the 
admiralty, they ſay, will be ſoon alter'd; and that there are thoughts of put- 
ting it upon the'ſame foot as it was in the prince of Denmark's time; but I 
beleive it much more likely that lord Tor——n will ſucceed B—ey, and 
that two or three of his freinds will be join'd with him in the room of ſo many 
1 Sir Peter of the others. Your friend+ at Ockam is like to have the purſe; the cheif 
King. baron to preſide in the next court, and he that was lately ours, in the court he 
now is. Theſe changes make a good deal of uneaſineſs among every body 
but thoſe immediately concern'd in them, and the toreys, who ſeem extremely 


pleals'd, 
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pleas'd, and have hopes of being taken in. Tis certain the preſent bottom is Wood's 


very narrow, conſidering the prodigious ſuperſtructure; but I am of opinion, 


*twill be as dangerous to endeavour to enlarge it by thoſe means, as tis impoſ- 
ſible it ſhould Rand long upon the preſent foot. The publick papers tell you, 
that Kenſington is fitted up, for the next fummer; but as the air there cannot 
be ſuppos'd to be ſo good by reaſon of its neighbourhood to this unhealthy 
town, *tis poſſible a more remote and agreable place may be thought of. 

I told you in my laſt, what I now find is reſolv'd, that there would be an 
order ſent to the cuſtom houſe to revoke one lately iſſued from thence, forbid. 
ding the ſeveral collectors to receive or utter any of Wood's halfpence, 
which, however agreable to the ſenſe of both houſes of parliament, is faid to 
have been very irregular, as not being warranted by any direQions from hence, 
and pretending to controul or abridge the king's patent under his great ſeal, 
You may be ſure I endeavour'd, as far as I could, to prevent this, by ſpeak 
ing and remonſtrating againſt it to the perſons cheifly concern'd in the ob- 
taining it; but received no other anſwer, then that the king's prerogative was 
concern'd, and that his miniſters could not fit by and fee his own ſervants take 
upon them, without order or authority, to controul his patent; that Ireland 
was not concern'd in the preſent queſtion, ſince it was not intended to give 


the leaſt ſanQtion to the patent, but only to leave it upon the ſame foot as it 


was before the iſſuing that order. Beſides many other objeQtions, T hop'd 
this might have ſome weight, that inſiſting on this order, might poſſibly make 
it very difficult to meet this parliament again, for that it was not to be imagined, 
| that both houſes could fit tamely by and fee an order made in the very terms of 
their reſolutions, revok'd by perſons whom they look upon as under their 
power, and ſome of them members of one of the houſes, and as ſuch certainly 
accountable to them for a breach or contempt of their orders; but arguments 
of this nature had very little weight, and to tell you the truth, I beleive, con- 
cluded rather for then againſt doing what was intended. 


Endorſed by lord Midleton—® About the proceedings before the commiitee of 
council about Wood's halfpence.—Calls the pore a vile project. —Glad of the 
oppoſution it met with in Ireland.” | | 
(Briſtol, May 10, 1724.) YESTERDAY I received your lordſhip's of 

the 26th and 28th April, which I immediately forwarded to my uncle to be 

laid before lord Carteret, that he might be ſure to have a true account of what 
paſt lately in council about the balfpence. I am very glad that vile project meets 
with 


atent. 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


with fo much oppoſition in Ireland, which 1 beleive will have a good effect 
here; tho? at the ſame time, I muſt tell you my opinion, that if any. body on 
behalf of Ireland, had appear'd at a certain place, which I know was both ex- 
peRted and defir'd by Wood and his accomplices, it would only have furniſht 
ſome people with a plauſible excuſe for doing what they were in all events de- 
termin'd to do; whereas now all the world thinks and ſays the hearing was 
only ex parte. This I find is not underſtood by ſome of our freinds in Ire- 
land, by one of whom, I and all of that countrey in London, were taxt with 
ſupine negligence, in not endeavouring to oppoſe the proceedings before the 
council, of which I do not think one of us had the leaſt notice, till we read the 
Daily Courant; tho? if we had, I fancy we ſhould have acted in juſt the ſame 

manner. You may be ſure lord C has been fully talkt to on this ſubjeQ, 

and as he is perfeQly free from all ſuſpition of being concerned in, or wiſhing 
well to this baſe project, you may depend upon his doing what becomes him. 
Perhaps a time may come when a good uſe may be made of what is lately done; 
you will underſtand my meaning without further explanation. You would 


not tax me with negleQing the laſt term, if you knew my only reaſon for do- 
ing ſo, was to ſee what turn things took. I aſſure you, when our freind was 


firſt declared, they who procur'd. him that honour, little thought of his going 
over; and I know the D. of B-—n was promis'd his place, above three 
weeks after he was declar'd; but that matter is now ſettled, and you may de- 
pend upon it, he is at leaſt, as ſecure as ſome of his freinds are in their places. 


Further letters between lord chancellor Midleton and Thomas, and Saint John 
Brodricł. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON. 


Remonſtrates ſtrongly againſt Wood's half pence in converſation with lord Car- 


teret and Tickel his ſecretary, 


(May 18, 1724. ) "THIS will bee delivered by Mr. Tickel, whoe will 
bee to attend the juſtices during the abſence of lord lieutenant, hee ſeems to 
have a true notion of the ſtate of things with you. I ſpoake fully to his lord- 
ſhip uppon the ſubje& of Wood's pattent, butt more plainly to Mr. Tickle, 
deſiring him to repeate to my lord what I ſayd, the ſubſtance of which was, 
that I could foreſee nothing that would create trouble and uneaſineſſe to his 
government, except theſe halfpence; that this was noe party cauſe, but univer- 
ſally eſpous'd, every man of eſtate being to bee affected, as well as trade in 

generall, 
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generall, that among thoſe whoe wiſht beſt to his government, I did. beleive 
a man would nott bee found ſoe hardy as to open his lips in favour of itt, 
nay nott to remaine neuter, unleſſe hee would ſubmitt to give up att once all 
his intereſt, and bee lookt uppon as a betrayer of his country. I told him my 
lord muſt judge for himſelfe what part hee was to act, butt att the ſame time 
defired itt might bee remembred, that I was of opinion, nothing leſſe then a 
vigorous oppoſition from his excellency was hoped for, and I was very ſure was 
expected. That the pretence of limiting Wood to a ſmall ſumme, would bee 
of noe availe, for that none att all was wanted, beſides that *twould bee im- 
practicable to diſcover what greater ſumme hee ſhould coine, which without 
doubt hee would putt in praftice. That unleſſe timely precaution prevented 
itt, I was morally certaine, *twould produce ſuch effects as I could nott thinke 
of, that people were nott to bee blinded with Wood's name, that they full 
well knew the greateſt ſhare of the profitt was to goe elſewhere, and were ſure 
ſuch conſiderations ought nott, and they hoped would nott prevaile to the 
ruine of the kingdom. That an order to the commiſſioners of the revenue 
to recall or revoke their former directions to the colleQors againſt receiving 
them, would bee interpreted an order to take them, which however would 
nott have the effect propoſed, giving them a currency; for that none would 
take them in payment, except the poor ſouldiers, whoe would very ſoone bee 
oblidged to live uppon free quarter, rather then ſtarve, for that the pay in 
that coine would nott buy balfe enough in the markett to keep life and ſoul 
togetber, that this would neceſſarily bring complaints from every part of the 
kingdom before the government, which would bee well improv'd, and made uſe 
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of here, by a ſett of people, whoe by a prophetick ſpiritt would foretell what 


might happen here. That I thought this would bee the firſt ill effect, but 
that an utter loſſe of trade would ſoone follow, wherein 'twas very manifeſt 
England would thinke ittſelfe, (as indeed itt will bee) immediately concerned. 
I mentioned what had happened in your councill uppon lord Abercorne's 
motion, aſking him whether any repreſentation was come. 

I told him I thought nothing of that nature could adde force to the repre- 
ſentations of both houſes of parliament, butt that I mentioned itt as what the 
D. of G. could not ſtem, for (as I heard) hee ſign'd the order, referring this 
matter to the conſideration of a committee of the whole board. Hee told 
mee hee heard his grace had brought over ſomething of this kind, for that 
the matter was ſoe managed on your fide, and by one in particular (whom 
Vol. II. PART 11. | ZE | hee 
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Period III. hee named) as that twas carry'd through before his grace could bee ready 


1724. 


Midleton 
P apers. 


ro come away, I concluded wich taking notice of the eſſay made here, in 


order to lay that before the councill here, for that I heard itt was to bee 
brought before the great councill, though hitherto itt had been onely before a 
committee, I defired itt might bee conſidered whoe brought the halfpence ſoc 
eſſay d; every body knows twas Wood. Was hee likely to bring the baſer 
mettle, or lighter halfepence: this eſſay would ſurely obtaine with nobody, 
and therefore I could not butt thinke what was ſoe obvious to all _ 
would nott eſcape the notice of foe wiſe an aſſembly. | 

Whither what I have fayd and heartily. endeavoured will BY any effect 
I know nott, butt content myſelf with having to the utmoſt of my power with 
his excellency (as well as elſewhere) endeavour'd doing the belt ſervice I can 
to the kingdom, and if I can foreſee any thing, to his majeſty : for uppon my 
word, I thinke it will be made uſe of by thoſe whoe doe nott ſoe heartily 
wiſh his caſe and proſperity as I doe. I ended with giving my opinion, that 
if nothing were done, twould dye away filently, butt that if what might by 
plication or neceſſary conſequence, ſhould bee attempted for giving coun- 
tenance, a flame would be raiſed, nott eaſily to bee extinguiſhed, Farewell. 

LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICk. 

Conviction of the ill conſequences occaſions his oppoſition to the patent—The 

lords juſtices refuſe to iſſue the orders. — The 40,0001. in lieu of the 100,0004, 

will not be received. 


(Dublin, Auguſt 29, 1724- I Am nd returned from dig ſix 5 
at Mr. Pole's houſe in the queen's county very agreably with a great deal of 
company who loved and liked one another, and found yours of the 15th from 
the Bath: for which I thank you. In it you tell me, that it will be the fault 
of Ireland, if Wood's halfpence prevail, becauſe there will be no compulſory 
methods uſed to inforce them on us, nor encouragement given to them, except 
by thoſe who are in the bottom of the affair. I cannot tell how extenſive this 
phraſe may be, but can aſſure you, that great earneſtneffe hath been uſed to 
induce thoſe here, who have appeared moſt zealous againſt them, to come into 
the grace and favour done us lately, by the conſent of kind Mr. Wood, - viz. 
to accept voluntarily, 40, ooo l. and I have been ſoe urged to come into thefe 
ſentiments; that not leſſe than an unalterable reſolution againſt this coyne in 

the 
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the maner it hath been endeavoured to be impoſed upon us, grounded on a Wood's 
conviction of my judgement, that my doing what was expected from me, 1 
would tend to the hurt (if not utter ruine) of the kingdom, could have induced 1724. | 
all the juſtices* to defire to be excuſed from iſſuing the orders required from 
them to be iſſued: as they did on the 2oth of this month, in a modeſt, ſub- 
miſſive, and yet (in my opinion) a ſtrong letter, the conſequence of which we 
ſhall ſoon ſee and perhaps feel. But I think all the three are determined in 
the matter, and wil adhere; but I can't * with * only for one of 
them. 

If you oY into the degineing of lord Clarendon! s hiſtory, you may find a 
very judicious remark of the effect the judgment which was given in Mr. 
Hampden's caſe, about ſhip money, had on the minds of people in general, - 
| who had not ſoe much weighed the matter before: and to the beſt of my ob- 
ſervation, what hath paſſed lately in relation to this copper coyne, ſeems to 
have a like influence here. I doe not find that the report hath made one 
convert, nor that the reducing 100,0001. to 40,0001. hath ſoe ſweetened the 
draught, that people are enclined to ſwallow it, as altered and ſoftened; which 
I confeſs, ſeems to proceed in a great meaſure from ſome ſevere paſlages in a 
certain paper, and from an opinion people may have, that the ſame matter may 
be again thought uſeful or neceſſary for us, when we think we know the con- 
trary, and could be very well content to be excuſed from having ſuch a kindneſſe 
done us againſt our wills. Others imagine, that it will be impoſſible to pre- 
vent the importing or uttering above 40,0001. which I own ſeems to me to be 
more difficult than the favourers of the project will allow it to be. 


LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Inſidious conduct of ſeveral who promiſed to ſupport the patent.—Proceedings 
for the proſecution of Swift's Letter to the whole people of Ireland. —Supports 
the proſecution.—Ts ſtrongly againſt the poſition, concerning the independency 
of Ireland, which is ſupported by Molineux, the archbiſhop of Dublin, and 
Swift.—Ts uneaſy at the ſituation of things in Ireland. 5 
(Dublin, October g1, 1724.) INSTEAD of arable accounts of what Midleton 
paſſes here, I ſhall be obliged to mention ſeveral things which, I believe, will ©*P*"% 
create you uneaſineſſe, becauſe I am ſure they doe ſo to me in a great de- 


* Himſelf, lord Shannon, and Mr, Conolly. 
3 E 2 gree. 
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3 gree. The matter of Wood's halfpence would have put the kingdom under 
I Naga / difficulties enough, tho? our people here had ated with the greateſt prudence 
1724 and temper: for conſidering what ſteps have been taken in England in grant= 


ing and ſupporting the patent, he muſt, in my opinion, be a very ſanguine 
man, who can hope for ſuch an event in this affair, as I believe might have 
been attained (before things had gone the lengths they have gone, and before 
perſons and things had been exaſperated to that heighth, which I fear they 
now are) if ſome people had ſpoke their minds as freely in that matter at the 
beginning as they have done ſince. But the game was plaid thus, by a certain 
ſet of men; they ſaw the carrying the point was much at the heart of the lord 
lieutenant, and would be very well taken in England; they knew that the ſenſe 
of the whole kingdome was oppoſite to the receiving the halfpence, and con- 
ſequently truſted, that the majority in both houſes of parliament would be 
againſt them, and prevent their obtaining a currencye, without their appearing 
in oppoſition to a darling point; and I am apt to think, ſome gentlemen (who 
have ſince thought it adviſable to declare themſelves as much. againſt that 
coyne, as thoſe who from the beginning honeſtly and publickly ſpoke their 
minds of it) gave hopes, if not aſſurances, that they would be for receiving 
them. This conduct, I apprehend, brought us in great meaſure to thoſe dif- 
ficulties we now lye under, and perhaps may be finally ruin'd by; for if the 
good of the kingdome be concerned one way, I fear honour may be thought 
to be ſoe far concerned the other, that I confeſſe, I hardly fee what clue will 


lead us out of the labyrinthe we are in. 


But in addition to this misfortune, the behaviour of ſome people, who have 


| thought fit to write againſt the halfpence, hath given Mr. Wood and his friends | 


great advantage, and may poſſibly turn to the great damage, if not deſtruction 
of this kingdome, if not prevented by the prudence and temper of others. On 


the day of my lord lieutenant's landing, there was a pamphlet publiſhed and 
cried about by the hawkers, one of which was brought to my lord the next 


day; and on Saturday, 24 OQober, his excellency ſhewed it to me, and told 
me, it ſtruck at the dependency of Ireland on the crown of Great Britain. 
I had not read it over, but had one of them from Mr. Tigh in the council 
chamber, who told me, he bought two in the caſtle from an hawker. But after 
my lord lieutenant had mentioned the book to me, under ſuch a character, I 


read it over very deliberately; and when he aſked me what my thoughts of it 


were, I freely told him that I thought the pamphlet was highly ſeditious, a 
| | | PY 
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fit to be taken notice of, in order to puniſh the author and printer. His ex- Wood's 
| | : Patent. 
cellencye then declared, he reſolved to lay it before the council, and to have: 
the opinion of the chief juſtice, chief baron, and attorney general, as to the 1724. 
pamphlet's being criminal; which he accordingly took, and they were all of 
opinion, that it was a ſeditious and vile libel, and fit to be proſecuted. 

On the 27th of October, my lord held a council, and in a handſome and 
ſtrong manner diſcloſed the tendencye of the paper, and expreſſed ſuch a re- 
ſentment of it, as became a man in his ſtation, upon ſuch an occaſion: but 
he ſpoke ſhort, and thought fit to ſele& ſome few of the many exceptionable 
paſſages, and to leave others to be enlarged upon by thoſe who ſhould ſpeak 
after him. As I was convinced of the wicked poſitions contained in that libe}, 
and how much the publiſhing ſuch doArines might, and certainly would turn 
to the prejudice of the kingdome, if ſuch things ſhould paſs unpuniſhed. I 
thought we ſhould att wiſely in taking the advice of the communion ſervice, 
which direQs us to judge ourſelves, leaſt we be judged of the Lord. I then 
ſpoke pretty largely as to ſome points in the pamphlet, viz. ſome of them which 
ſeem'd to treat the king in an undutiful and diſhonourable manner, others 
which aſſerted an independencye of this kingdome, and one which in expreſſe 
words, calls the power of the Britiſh parliament to bind Ireland by laws, a 
power ſometimes. aſſumed in the memory of man. Other paragraphs reflect on 
the wiſdom of England, one inſinuates (in my apprehenſion) I mean the par- 
liament, that they are capable of corruption: Ireland is repreſented as in a 
| ſtate of ſlavery, and treated as flaves by England; nay, when he mentions 
=D 50,000 operators as a neceſſary number to diſtribute his fire-balls, I doubt he 

means ſomething which he dar'd not name, and inſinuates as if we were to be 

born down with main force. I therefore mov*d that the attorney general 

ſhould be directed to proſecute, &c. All the lords of the council own'd their 

Y | abhorrence of the pamphlet, as ſeditious and of dangerous conſequences; nay, 

4 ſoe did one who would not join in ſigning the order for a proſecution, for this 
reaſon (if I underſtand him right) leaſt the proſecutor ſhould fail of ſucceſſe. 

Every body who knows that the firſt conteſt between England and Ireland 
aroſe from the judgement given in the cauſe between the ſocietys of London 
againſt the then biſhop of Derry, now archbiſhop of Dublin, “ in which the lords * Dr. W. 
5 voted, that an appeal brought by the biſhop againſt a decree in the chancery ** 
155 here, was coram non judice. This matter matter ſept for ſeveral years, till ſett 
1 again on foot in the houſe of lords in Ireland, in the caſe of Sherlock and 
Aveſlye 
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Period III. Aveſlye in 1919, by means of the ſame man, when the barons of the exche- 
Eg quer were proceeded againſt in an extraordinarye manner for acting as they 
2724 were directed by the lords of England, in oppoſition to what had been deter- 
mined by the lords of Ireland. But I am not at preſent ſollicitous to tell you 
the circumſtances of this caſe; only thus much I remember, that it produced a 
certain repreſentation, which occaſioned an Engliſh act of parliament, that 
hath declared that matter of juriſdiction. The labour of ſupporting the juriſ- 
dition of England fell a good deal to my ſhare, and I was treated then as a 
betrayer of the liberties of Ireland by ſome who believed what they ſaid, and 
by others, who had other views, and knew more of the ſecret. For the truth 
is, if the juriſdiftion of the houſe of lords here, could have been eſtabliſhed 
to be the dernier reſort, that houſe conſiſting generally of ſoe ſmall a number 
of lords preſent, it was always in the power of our bench to determine finally 
the property of every man in the kingdome. This was a very deſirable thing, 
and much panted after, and I am much miſtaken if I did not ſuffer for the ſhare 
I had in this affair, within one year laſt paſt. In this debate, I uſed this 
argument to ſhew, that appeals were not finally to be determined here; be- 
cauſe they muſt neceſſarily have the power to expound laws finally, who have 
the power to make them; elſe another perſon may, by expounding them 
contrary to the ſenſe of the maker*s will, exonerate, and in effect repeal them. 
This was an objeftion which could no way be fo fully anſwered, as by re- 
ſorting to Mr. Molineux's notion, that they in England could not bind Ireland 
by any act mage there; which is one great poſition of our pamphlett, and a 
darling point of his grace; and from that quarter, I take it, the arrow origin- 
ally comes. The author of the pamphlett has, I think, vifibly had the prin- 
ciple from him. Now this is the man who was carreſſed to that degree in a 
late government, that he had vanity enough to obſerve he ſhould at all times 
be courted in the ſame manner his grace of G. was pleaſed to doe. The late 
diſappointment in the greateſt church preferment, hath no doubt greatly irritated 
and exaſperated the good man, and hath occalioned the general reflection in 
the pamphlett, as if no emploiments or preferments were ever to fall to the 
| ſhare of thoſe of this country. That ſeems to be much infinuated; but no 
man can think the writer takes a way to mend matters in that particular, on 
the contrary, is doing the moſt in his power to have all of this country for 
ever excluded from them. I will ſend you the pamphlett, with lines under 
ſome of the paſſages of which I took notice, when I ſpoke in council on this 
: 25 | ſubjeQ; 
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. ſubjeQa; and hope that your having this matter fett in a juſt light, may enable Wood's 
you to explain any thing that may be offered out of this writer, to the prejudice \ — J 
of Ireland. The council alſo promiſed gool. as a reward to the perſon who 1724. 
ſhould diſcover the author. But in a little time after it was buzzed about, 
that the writer would come in and own himſelf to be ſoe; and I heard from 
my lord lieutenant yeſterday, that the archbiſhop had been with him, and ſpoke 
as if the author would appear and own the writing the pamphlett. This to me 
was amazing, but I can never believe it. I was this morning at the caſtle, 
and found the archbiſhop i in the cloſett, but whether any thing paſſed on this 
head before my coming in, I cannot tell, but believe the contrary. 

The town concludes a certain dean“ of the ſame name with our divine, Swift. 
who lives beyond Shackleford, to be the writer, and indeed the maner and 
nature of it, as well as the ſtyle beſpeak him to be the author. The arch- 
biſhop, the biſhop of Elphin, and Dr. Coghil, declined to fign the order for a 
proclamation. You know that the two latter are the creatures of the 
former. pt | | 
I wiſh this matter were once well over; and fhal not be at quiet while F 
have any apprehenſions of Wood's importing his halfpence, which he may 
plainly ſee can never obtain a currencye with the conſent of the people, but 
if he ſhould ſtill opiniatre the thing, and reſolve to bring them in, I am in great 
doubt what may follow upon his doing foe. If the mob ſhould be ſo audacious 
to meet in a riotous maner to obſtrutt the halfpence being landed, and the go- 
vernment ſhould think fit to oppoſe force to force, what a condition will this 
country be in? No body can tell what follyes the populace may be guilty of, 
nor how far their behaviour may provoke the government to proceed to chaſe. 
tize and repreſs them. But this is a ſubjett of which I am weary, and will quit it, 
J have been very kindly treated by my lord lieutenant; but I confeſſe, nothing 
would have overjoyed me ſoe much as to have ſeen his inſtructions were to 
quiet our fears of the halfpence ever being brought among us; but this I am 
forry to ſay, I have not had the happineſſe to be able to expect from any thing. 
that I have yet ſeen or heard. If things continue long in the uncertainty they 
ſeem to be in at preſent, I think the country will ſuffer extremely in its 
trade, and the crown in its revenue, and I ſhall ſoon wiſh my ſelf at Peperhara. 
Adieu, 


LORD 
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Period III. LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK., 
1720 to 1727. n 


rm Difficulties about the coinage. Hints as if Swift and the archbiſhop of Dublin 
"ou intended to aſperſe the revolution. 
* . (Dublin, November 7, 1724.) I Have your two letters, one dated the 
: 24th, the other the giſt of laſt month; both which came to me under the 
ſame wrapper, which ſurprizeth me. I have always acted with the greateſt 
reſpe& toward my lord lieutenant, and will continue to do ſoe, it being my 
duty to him as lord lieutenant, and what I perſonally awe him on many ac- 
1 counts: with which reſolution, I hope it will not be ſuppoſed to interfere, if I 
continue to follow my own judgement in the matter of Wood's patent; but I 
find the great difficultye is this, what temper is to be found in the matter? Noe 
body can be ſoe wild to expect, that ſome people will put themſelves in the 
wrong from the beginning by owning that the patent, in the manner it hath 
been granted, ought not to have paſſed, nor conſequently can reaſonably 
hope for more then being daily vexed from the ill conſequences which it is 
believed will aſſuredly fall on us, if that coyn ever ſhall obtaine a currencye 
here, let the thing be done either by people's willingly receiveing them, or in 
any other maner. This is an end much longed for by every body: but then 
it ſeems to me, as if ſome people thought the thing's dying of itſelf, will look 
7  likea victory over the patent, and not conſiſtent with the honour of thoſe who 
were concerned in carrying it on. And if I underſtand Mr. Wood's letter to 
the duke of Newcaſtle dated 29 September 1724, right, he ſeems to think it 
very hard to be ſoe great a ſufferer, as he is like to be by that which he faith 
was originally intended him as a mark of his majeſty's favour. This letter 
being tranſmitted to the late lords juſtices; I am apt to think ſpeaks the ſenſe 
of more people than Mr. Wood: but I doe not yet ſee who the perſon will be 
that will think ſoe well of his own underſtanding, as to hope he can propoſe = 
that which may be acceptable to remove this very great difficultye, I doe . mM 
not find the leaſt diſpoſition in people to accept the 40,0001. nor that any ; 
body will venture to ſay ſuch a thing may be an expedient, which (if accepted 
by thoſe who appear for the patent) will be made good, if care be. taken to 
prevail on, or prevent Mr. Wood's bringing or ſending over any of his half- 
pence. If any thing of this ſort ſhould be propoſed, I doubt we ſhould have 
it called undertaking for a kingdome, which you know is the moſt likely me- 


; thod 
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thod in the world to diſappoint any thing in a popular aſſembly; ſince the 


merit will wholly redound to the honour of the propoſers, and others will not wh EY 


readily contribute to that which may indeed be thank worthy, unleſs they can 
partake of the honour of having a ſhare of the thanks. 

I ſent you Wenſday ſeven night an account of the pamphlet which was brought 
by my lord lieutenant in councel under the confideration of the board. I did 
intend to have ſent the book itſelf by fir Guſtavus Hume for your peruſal, 
with ſtrokes pointing at many of the exceptionable paſſages in it; but far from 
all. But the knight was ſailed before 1 could ſend my letter to him, ſoe I 
am forced to doe. it by poſt; which will be noe inconvenience to you, ſince 
your privilege exempts you from paying the poſtage, which is indeed much 
more than the preſent is worth. I own upon reading it over more conſider- 
ately, and comparing it with a pamphlet, ſuppoſed to be wrote by the ſame 
author ſome years fince, exaggerating the ſeverities this kingdome lies under 
in point of trade from the laws made in Great Britain, it is very obſervable, 
that in that pamphlet he aſſigns the riſe of them to have been much about the re- 
volution, and I doubt, intended by that means to infinuate prejudices againſt the 
revolution in the minds of the people here; and for aught I know, the author 
retains ſtill ſome good wiſhes to his patron the lord Bolingbrook, and to that 


cauſe, for whoſe ſervice he wrote the condut of the allyes. It is plain, that | 


the matter of the independencye of this kingdome, the complaint of the lords 


not having juriſdiction in matters of appeal, and our not being bound by 


ſtatutes made in Great Britain, are the notions which have for ſeveral years 
paſt been propogated and avowed by a great churchman, who was lately 
thought to be taken into favour, and to have diſtinguiſhing marks of being ſo 
placed in him, in the time of the duke of Grafton's adminiſtration; while I, 
who alway oppoſed him in every one of theſe articles, received uſage which 
I cannot forget, while I ſuffer under the effects of it. But why doe I men- 
tion my own little ſufferings, when it is poſſible I may have ſtrength enough to 
outlive the happineſs of my country; if this affair does not take a more fa- 
vourable turn than ſome people not only wiſh but expett. 

If this buſineſs were moved in parliament, I am ſure I would without re- 
ſerve ſpeak my mind without regard to popularitye, and conſider the ſervice 
of my king and countrey only, in propoſing what ſeems to me the only way 
which ſeems to be ſafe for the people, and at the ſame time honourable for 
others. But leaſt what I think right may not find the approbation of others, 
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Period IN. I am not hardy to mention or propoſe it, for fear of falling under the odious 


17200 2). 
— 


name of an undertaker, or having deceived people by my er if it * 


1724 prove unſueceſſeſul. 


Midleton 
Papers. 


LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON To "THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Wood diſtributes the Drapier's letter to the members of the Engliſh arkiament. 
Determination of the people not to receive the copper coinage, although re- 


gard to the revenue, Conduct of the friends and opponents of the meaſure.— 


Expreſſes his intention to retire, and diſcontent at the rejettion of his advice. 
— Proceedings relating to the proſecution of the author of a pamphlet addreſſed 


o the jurors on the Drapier's letter, and his ſentiments on the buſineſs. —Re- 
curs to the affair of the coinage. —Shews the little confidence repoſed in him. 
— Private overtures concerning an expedient. 


(Dublin, November 17, 1724.) THERE are letters in this town of the 
5th inſtant from London, which give me a good deal of ſurprize, for certainly 
mine dated either 29th or 31ſt of October, about what was done in councel in 


relation to the diſcoverye of the author and printer of the pamphlet, intitled *@ 


Letter to the whote People of Treland,”” muſt have come to your hand. If it be 
ſtopped any where, it is barbarous treatment: for I make no doubt but that 
hot headed libel (for I cannot term it leſſe) is handed about by Mr. Wood 


and his friends among the members of parliament, and probably will raiſe - 


fuch reſentment as may turn to the prejudice of this kingdome, if care be 
not taken to have it underſtood, that the kingdome is in no ſort of the mind 


* Archbiſhop Of the author or his patron,* whom I have pointed out in that letter. The 


of D ublin, 


kingdome hath received, and probably may receive more damage by the poli- 
ficks and wrangling of thoſe two men, than it would have been in the power 
of its worſt enemys to have brought upon it, without the aſſiſtanee of in- 


diſcreet and ſeditious pamphleteers: but ſure their follyes and crimes are not 


to be placed to the nation's account. There are now three pacquets due, and 
I have hopes you will by one of them put my mind at eaſe in this matter, and 


be able to acknowledge the receit of the pamphlet itſelf, with my marks on 


the margin of it, which J made as a guide to me in ſpeaking in councel againſt 
the moſt flagrant parts of the libel, in order to incline the board to order a 


duced in quantity. —Agitated ftate of the nation, and its conſequences in re- 
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proſecution. The pamphlet went in a later maile, in a wrapper, dated, I think, 2 


the ad inſtant. ou 


I wiſh I could ſay any thing had been done here, dne my lord lieutenant's 1524 
landing, which had quieted the minds of the people; but indeed I cannot 
with truth acquaint. you, that ſoe deſirable an end hath been attained. It is 
true no compulſory methods have been taken to inforce the currencye of 
that coyne (for I will not with the archbiſhop think the proclamation had a 
tendencye that way) but on the other hand, no ſteps ſeem to me to have been 
omitted to create a willingneſſe in people to conſent to the receiving the ſumme 
propoſed, But as far as I can makea judgement, people are at leaſt as firmly 
determined as ever in that particular, and I cannot find by the diſcourſe of | 
the moſt temperate and prudent men in my ſphere of converſation, that any | 
body ſeems inclined to receive the reduced quantitye on any grounds whatſo. 
ever. That really ſeems to me to be the ſenſe of the people in general, but 

the grounds they goe upon, have in my hearing been called nonſenſe; yet in 
our way of thinking (for we have a particular way of thinking from the reſt of 
mankind, if I underftand that phraſe in a late letter right) there is more ſenſe 

in refuſing that money for the reaſons which move us, then others will allow, 
who no doubt have very different reaſons from us on this occaſion. 

I hear there is a paper called © Seaſonable Advice to the Grand Furors,” to diſ- 
ſuade them from finding a bill againſt the printer or author of the letter, full 
of refleQions on thoſe of the councel which voted for proſecuting and diſco- 
vering the author, and very liable to be called in queſtion. But I have not 
ſeen it, tho' I am one of the perſons who are reviled in it, having heartily 
voted for a proſecution. You cannot imagine in what a condition this king- 
dome now is; no doubt there are thoſe who repreſent this affair in the ſtrongeſt 
light they can, to inflame people's minds with an opinion of very hard treat- 
ment by this patent, and the ſteps taken to eſtabliſh it, as they think. I can- 
not but wiſh thoſe who have it in their power to efface thoſe impreſſions, would 

think it deſerved their care to do ſomething out of hand in it; for the damage 
which accrews to the publick is very great, while things remain in the ſtate in 
which they now are; and the effeQts of this patent's hanging over our head 
for about two years and an half, are thoroughly felt in the countrey already, 
and will be foe in the revenue, whenever we come to meet in parliament, I 
doubt the demand will then be ſuch as will not come within the compaſſe of 
the ordinary dutyes, and muſt be left unſupplyed, or new funds be found. 

| 3 r 2 5 Now 
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Period III. Now we have charged every thing that will bear it already, except one, to 


1720 to I727s 
Crone 


1 724 F 


which indeed ſome people infinuate this affair hath an eye: but indeed I can- 
not ſay I know one man in the kingdome that will adviſe an attempt of that 
kind, as likely to have ſucceſſe, or that will be hardy enough to propoſe is 
whatever they may ſay privately in a cloſett. 

Our lord lieutenant doth not think fit, or is not inſtructed to let any body 
know, what is expected to put this unhappy buſineſſe at quiet, but ſeems to wait 
in expeQation that propoſals will come from the other ſide. But as far as I 


can judge, no man or number of men will venture on any thing of that nature; 


ſoe that I think it is the inclination of every body to come to a right under- 
ſtanding and agreement, yet I ſee no ſufficient grounds to hope for ſucceſle, 
ſince neither fide will begin. One fide may, but ſeem not willing; the ethers 
think it not ſafe to do it, but apprehend that their ſaying they have a ready- 


neſſe to doe every reaſonable thing in their power, when they can doe it with 
honour and ſafety to themſelves (viz. when called together to adviſe on na- 


tional affairs) is all they can juſtifyably or in prudence doe at preſent; and 
think they ought to be believed in their affirmation, that they will meet in a 
diſpoſition to a& with great duty to the he and regard to the quiet and hap- 
pineſſe of the countrey. 

As for my part, I ſee ſoe many difficultyes, that 1 1 not a proſpect to 
live foe long, till an happy end is put to them; and J ſee that I am not able to 


doe any thing by my advice in this perplexing affair, and ſhall, I think, very 


ſoon retire into Surrey. My way of thinking is not ſuch as-is pleaſing on 
your fide, and of conſequenee my advice cam have little weight; and all that I 
am like to bring to paſle is to be eſteemed too ſtiff by ſome people, and too 
condeſcending, or rather complying, by others. Whichever of the two is my 
fault, ought to be imputed to want of better judgement: for I have done alt 
in my power to diſcover what is the right thing to be done, and have an in- 
flexible purpoſe to follow what I think to- be ſoe. If I am ſo unhappy not to 
be able to diſcover what is fit to be done, I ought to be pityed, not blamed. 
J have thought ſoe much of this matter, that I have really impaired my health 
by the uneaſineſs of my mind and breach of my reſt ; but will give over a mat- 
ter in which I ſee my labouring is like to be ſucceſſeleſſe, and where I reap no. 
thanks for doing what I think right. | 

I cannot but obſerve to you, that the firſt time I heard there was fuch a 
paper printed, as the Seaſonable Advice, was from my lord heutenant on 14, 
| November, 
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N ovember, who told me the import of it, but I never ſaw it till 22 November Wood's 
at the caſtle, in the hand of Mr. Tickel, who read it to the attorney general, CO 
ſollicitor, and me, who were talking of what had happened the day before in 1724. 
the king's bench, when the court diſcharged the grand jury for not preſenting 
that paper as ſeditious. The manner of doing that, I was told, was what is 
contained in a paper, which comes along with this, and was reduced to writ- 
ing the fame day the thing happened. The town talks of that tranſaction va- 
rioufly, and are far from being of one opinion about the diſcharging the jury. 
For my part, I will not preſume to cenſure the proceedings of a court of juſ- 
tice, but will take it to be within their authority to doe it in the manner and 
on the occaſion they have done it; becauſe I am convinced, that courts have 
formerly exerciſed that power, and becauſe I know no law which reſtrains 
them from doing it. But then it is a power to be uſed with diſcretion 
and great conſideration; and if what Mr. Conely told me laſt Sunday night, 
that 11 out of 23 were for proſecuting the paper; I confeſſe, I could wiſh 
time had been given to the diſſenting 12 to have conſidered farther of the 
matter, and poſſibly one might have been convinced in two or three days time 
before their next meeting. This thought of mine I was raſh enough to ex- 
preſſe to a certain perſon, who expreſſed himſelf ſoe warmly on the occaſion, 
that I cannot but fancy, that this matter was ſettled and reſolved upon before 
hand: and if ſoe, in taxing the diſcretion of the court, I fell into the abſur- 
ditye of telling him that had before conſidered of it, that the thing was mis- 
judged. To conclude, the town is in a prodigious conſternation and fetment, 
and ſeem to be in the ſame condition as the diſciples of our Saviour, are men- 
tioned to be in the 24 chapter of St. Luke, verſe 22. 

I wiſh their ſupriſe may be as happily removed as that of the diſciples Was, 
by ſeeing that. thing effected by that perſon of whom they had almoſt given 
over all hopes of effetting the thing hoped for. I think it is uſual with phy- 
ſicians to change their courſe, if upon trial they find the patient grows worſe, 
and the diſtemper increaſe upon uſing thoſe methods which were at firſt 
thought the beſt. But my zeal for the ſervice of my king and countrey, and 
the honour of my lord lieutenant have carryed me further then one who had 
great concern for himſelf would have gone. Juſt now a very ſober man of 

great fortune, and well affected to his perſon and government, expreſſed a good 
deal of ſurprize, that no bill of indictment had been drawn againſt Harding, 
the printer, and ſeemed to hint, if that had been done, it is poſſible the hill might 
have 
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Period I have been found, which would have ſhewn how little influence the © Seaſonable 
— BN ice”? had on the minds of the jurors; and indeed it is pretty unaccountable 
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to me, why that hath not been done in all this time, if there be ſufficient for 
finding the bill; and this would have put the offence of printing into a legal 
Examination. 

If the receiving any of Wood's coyne be finally on us, I confeſſe noe pro- 
ſpeft of its ever taking effect upon the terms of the patent (willingly) and I 
hope it will not be a mark of diſaffection in people to uſe that freedome 
which the laws allowe, and his majeſtye doth alſo in expreſſe terms. God 
help us; ſomething is to be done, and we find is expected; and I think every 
body knows the nature of the expedient, but no body will propoſe it, for rea- 
fons very obvious. I look on it as a great happineſſe, that I was [not] con- 
ſulted about laying this paper before the grand jury, and conſequently had no 
part in the advice given; but from my being a ſtranger to the whole (which I 
hear was chiefly under the direction of the chief juſtice and ſecretary) you 


will make your judgement in what degree of confidence I ſtand. Adieu. 


LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Hopes that the coinage will not be forced. The lords juſtices charged by the duke 

of Newcaſtle with inattention.—Their juſtification and conduft.—Effetts of 

tze proclamation for the apprehenſion of the publiſhers of the Drapier's let- 
ter.—His opinion of the pamphlet, entitled © Seaſonable Advice to the Ju- 
rors.”—And of the conduct of the jurors. 


(Dublin, November 23, 1724.) 1 Am not at all ſurprized at your defire 
to be informed of every thing which paſſeth here in relation to Wood's half. 
pence, conſidering the hopes you had given me in three ſeveral letters written 
ſoon after your return from Newmarkett, that we ſhould not be preſſed in 
that very diſagreeable affair, but left entirely to our own choice, whether we 
would receive or refuſe that coyne. I confeſſe, I entertained hopes, that in 
a little time all apprehenſions of that money becoming current among us, 
would have vaniſhed, and people would have begun to think of their buſi- 


neſſe as formerly, and been free from their jealouſies of this coyne obtaining 


a currencye in this kingdome. This is ſo deſirable a thing, that every man 
who hath thought enough to conceive the prejudice which trade ſuffers, while 
men's minds are in the ſame ſuſpence about it as they have been for about two 
years 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 407 


years and a half paſt, and how much the kingdome and his majeſtye's revenue way | 
ſuffer on that head, muſt earneſtly wiſh it were ſettled, But alas! brother, vac , ſ 
matters are much otherwiſe; and tho* I cannot decline anſwering your expec= 1724. 
tations, and letting you know the ſituation we are in at preſent (ſince you de- 
fire it, and will make the beſt uſe of it for the ſervice of the king, and this un- | 
happy countrey (yet I muſt take leave to proteſt you have impoſed a very 
difficult taſk on me, and {ſuch an one, as I would not undertake at the inſtance : 2 
of any other man. For I believe letters are ſometimes opened, and am ſen- | 
fible, - that whoever writes on this ſubject, will be found fault with by ſome | 
whoſe ſentiments may not be eaſy to be born, what part ſoever he ſhall take 
in this affair; which will be thought favourable or unfair, as men are pre- 
viouſly diſpoſed, if not determined, in their thoughts about the matter of 
Wood's patent. However, while I confine myſelf ſtrictly to truth, as I re- 
ſolve to doe (as far as my knowledge reaches) I think I ſhal only ſuffer in the 
; opinion of others for not judging right, which I can eaſily bear; being for a 
long time accuſtomed to-have greater and wiſer men differ from me in opinion, 
as probably they doe and will continue to doe in this; ; 
I will now proceed to repreſent the circumſtanees in which I apprehend 
this city ſtands at this time. By a letter which the late lords juſtices received 
from the duke of Newcaſtle, dated gd October, they found that his majeſtye 
had received repeated accounts, as if Ireland were in ſuch a condition as the 
quiet and peace of it was in danger (thoſe are not the words, but I take it 
the ſenſe of the letter) and they did think it was pretty ſtrongly infinuated, 
that they had been remiſſe in diſcouraging and preventing this evil, and in 
puniſhing perſons guilty of publiſhing ſeditious libels, if not encouraging them 
in ſoe doing, This letter they anſwered, and inſiſted on their having done 
their duty to his majeſtye to the beſt of their power, and that the kingdome 
was free from any diſturbances and in perfect peace and quiet, and very well 
affected to his majeſtye's perſon and government. When my lord lieutenant 
was ſworn, and the ſword delivered to him by the juſtices, I did by their 
concert and direttion of the other juſtices, tell his excellencye, that we did 
with great ſatisfaQion deliver the ſword into his bands, and had great pleaſure” 
in being able to aſſure him that the kingdome was in perfect peace and tran- 
quillitye. But we had aQted very unfairly if we had ſaid or inſinuated it was 
in any meaſure diſpoſed to receive Wood's halfpence, or indeed any part of 
that coynage: for indeed we know the contrary, and were ſenſible my lord 
lieutenant 
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Period III, 


lieutenant will be ſoon convinced, that the averſion to that coyne was inſuper- 
1720 to1727. 
— 


able, as the juſtices told the duke of Newcaſtle in aniver to his grace's letter 

1724 of the gd of October. 

The day mylord lieutenant landed, or very ſoon after, the © Letter to the whole 
People of Ireland” came out, one of which I ſent you with ſtrokes under ſome of 
the moſt exceptionable paſſages and ſeditious poſitions and inſinuations con- 

| tained in it, and muſt refer myſelf to my letter on that ſubje& dated gift 
October, which I find you had receiv'd on the 7th inſtant, at which time the 
pamphlet itſelf had not reached your hand. The publiſhing this pamphlett 
ſhews that things of that nature might be printed and creep into the world 
without any negle& of the government, or encouragement given by it. For 

I think my lord Carterett will not be ſuſpected in that particular; and his 

excellencye having one of them laid before him by ſome perſon, he called a 

councel, and laid it before them for their conſideration: if the councel had not 

done what became them upon the occaſion, they had been highly accountable; 
but I confeſſe I think the councel did as much as they could doe in juſtice or 
prudence; for which I refer you to my former letter. The proclamation 
agreed on in councel, had ſuch an effect, that Harding the printer of that let- 
ter was apprehended and carryed before the chief juſtice (as I hear) in order 

to be proſecuted for printing the letter. Some time after there came out a 

paper called © Seaſonable Advice,” one of which I ſend you under this cover: 

you will ſee the tendencye of it to be to diſincline the grand jury to find any 

bill of indiAment againft Harding the printer, which I own I think to be a 

a moſt impudent and illegal practice, and puniſhable by law, under the name 

of embracery of jurors (but perhaps I may miſtake in this point of crown law, 

having for ſome years paſt diſcontinued thinking on that part of my profeſſion 
which relates to criminal matters). The paper ſeems to me to goe farther, 
and to endeavour not only to excuſe but vindicate the author of the letter for 
what he had ſaid in relation to the dependency of Ireland, and to leave that as 

a doubtful point. I paſſe by that part of it which reflects moſt vilely on the 

perſons who ſigned the order for proſecuting the writer and printer of the 

letter, conſidering that I am directly libelled by that paper. There are ſome 
parts of that letter which appear to me to be highly criminal; but I doe not 
ſay or think they are all. For I doubt the tendencye of the whole is to create 

jealouſyes between the king, and his people of Ireland; and to foment divi- 

fions and miſunderſtandings between the people of Great Britain and us; of 


the 
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the conſequences whereof I have fully ſpoken my ſenſe in my former letters, 
and tremble when they occur (as they frequently doe) to my thoughts, 


SAINT JOHN BRODRICK TO LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON« 


Endorſed in lord Midleton's hand“ That he had a long conference with Mr. 
Walpole about the halfpence, and the perſecution that I had undergone in the 
houſe of lords, in which the duke of Grafton denys to have had any hand.” 
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London, January 17, 1723-24.) I Deferr'd anſwering two of your's of Midleton 


the 2d and gd inſtant, by laſt poſt, being appointed by Mr. Walpole to attend 
him this morning, and conſequently defirous of letting you know what paſt 
in that converſation. I was with him above two hours this morning, and in 
the beſt manner I could gave him a particular account of what paſt in our 
parliament, eſpecially with relation to Wood's patent, which I do not repeat 
to you, who are ſo well appriz'd of it. He heard me with great attention, 
and in the concluſion told me, he had been inform'd of moſt of the particu- 
lars I mention'd, but that ſome of them were new to him, by which I under- 


| Rood he meant the hiſtory of all the reſolutions we paſt, except the firſt, the 


perſons that mov'd them, and the motives of their doing it. He then began 
with a proteſtation of his not having the leaſt hand in adviſing or promoting 
that patent, further then as firſt lord of the treaſury, it muſt of neceſſity go 
thro' his hands; and took particular pains to diſclaim having had the leaſt 
ſhare of the advantage, or proſpett of any, by it. He ſaid, that theſe things 


were intended as boons from the crown, and conſequently, that it muſt 


be ſuppos'd, and was intended that the patentee ſhould have ſome profit by 
his grant, and added, that he thought thoſe who had with ſo much zeal ap- 


Papers. 


pear'd againſt this patent, ſhould be ſure that no petition or paper could be 


produc'd under their hands, deſiring a grant of the like nature; but a good 
deal more to the prejudice of Ireland, it being propos'd, that a pound of cop- 
per ſhould be coin'd into three ſhillings, whereas Wood's was only into half a 
crown. This he mention'd and repeated in ſuch a manner, that I imagin'd 


you were the perſon intended, and when I preſt him to explain himſelf, he 


defir'd to be excus'd from naming any body, ſo left me to my own conjec- 
tures. Tho” I know you never had any ſhare in a projet of this kind, yet I 
ſhould. be glad to have your -opinion of the perſon he intended, and expreſt 
himſelf againſt with great bitterneſs, 

' VOL, 11. PART 11, 3G = 
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Period I. He then proceeded to talk of the extraordinary method of our proceedings, 
L which he ſaid, he was afraid would hardly anſwer the end, not being founded 
1724 even upon truth; that the calculations were falſe, and that there never was 
but one fort coin'd by Wood, and thoſe ſtrictly according to the patent, and 
that all the other ſorts were counterfeit, having been aſſur'd ſo by Wood. He 
faid, he was the more poſitive in this matter, becauſe particular care was taken 
by the lords of the treaſury, to appoint a comptroller, who was very far from 
being a freind to Wood; that fir Ifaac Newton was the firſt that was ap- 
pointed, but that he, being old, defir'd, and accordingly obtain'd leave to re- 
fign to Barton his nephew, who had made ſeveral aſſays, by which it appear'd, 
that the halfpence were not only better then any that were ever coin'd before, 
but even exceeded the terms requir'd by the patent. He could not conceal 
his reſentment at what paſt in our parliament, which he ſaid, he was afraid 
would hardly attain the end propos'd, every thing there being hurryed in ſuch 
a manner as not to give people time to conſider of what was proper to be 
done, and therefore they were oblig*d to adviſe general anſwers, that when 
gentlemen were @ little cool, the miniſtry might conſider of ſome reaſonable: 
ſcheme, which he hop'd might be agreable. To this I anſwer'd, that the 
hurry and heat with which this affair was carryed, if any ſuch there were, was 
to be imputed wholly to them who had declin'd, and indeed rejected all freind- 
ly propoſals; that if gentlemen had underſtood, and could have truſted one 
another, I was aſſur'd things would have taken another turn, and any reaſon- 
able thing that could have been propos'd either by the caſtle or miniſtry here, 
would have been gone into; but that fince all meaſures of this kind were de- 
elin'd, I thought they who gave ſuch adviſe, and not our freinds, were account. 
able for the conſequenees, to which he ſeem'd to agree. He inſiſted a good 
deal on the legality of the patent, and was afraid that bringing a ſcire facias 
againſt it in Ireland, or queſtioning it in the parliament here, would rather 
eſtabliſh than avoid it. I told him, as to the firſt, that I was in hopes his ma- 
jeſty's anſwer, and the proceedings of our parliament, would in a good mea- 
ſure ſecure us, for the preſent at leaſt, from the pernitious conſequences of 
that patent; and that I ſaw no ſort of occaſion for a ſcire facias, unleſs it was 
intended, in all events, to eſtabliſh it. As to the ſecond, I thought he would 
conſider how far that might be adviſeable, and whither' it might not create 
ſome uneaſineſs in a ſeſſion which hitherto had, and I hop'd would continue 
to proceed with the greateſt unanimity and quietneſs. He ſeem'd, in this par- 
Fo . ticular, 
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ticular, to have overſhot himſelf, at leaſt to have intended to feel my pulſe; 
but I had before given aſſurances that I would not attempt bringing it into 
parliament here, and had very good reaſon to beleive other people would, 
at leaſt not be at all diſpleas'd that it were done, upon an aſſurance that the 
houſe here might have had another opinion of that proje& then ours in Ire- 
land expreſt. 

This is, as near as I can recolleR, the ſabſtance of what paſt between us, 
- which I have ſet down in the very order it was deliver'd, having taken notes 
of all that was faid, as ſoon as I came home. Upon the whole, I am of opi- 
nion, this affair 1s far from being over, and that as ſoon as the parliament riſes, 
ſomething or other will be attempted, but what in particular, I do not pretend 
to gueſs. | | o 

From the ſubject of Mr. Wood's coinage, we paſt to that, which was the 
principal part of my errand, your affair, which I was advis'd only to talk of 
in general, without entering into particulars, or expecting a poſitive anſwer to 
any thing. In this, I found we entirely agreed, fo that after having open'd 
the ſeveral ſteps taken by Fitzwilliams, &c. preparatory to the reſolutions, 
and the certainty we had of his g——'s being at the bottom of the whole, 
(which however was denyed) I told him I was ſure I need not remind him of 
the conſequences which might attend the giving any countenance to ſuch a 
proceeding, which every body here lookt upon as a conteſt between his majeſty 
and the lords, and not between the lords and you. Theſe were the very 
words of L. C. J. King us'd to me. I then mention'd the conſtant good 
affection of our family in general, and your's in particular, to his majeſty's 
perſon and government; eſpecially the ſervices which he knew they did him 
laſt ſeſſion here; and therefore concluded, that when they were fairly repre- 
ſented, as I did not doubt they would be, to his majeſty, he would be gra- 
ciouſly pleas'd to take them into his conſideration, and that we entirely de- 
pended on his goodneſs and juſtice. I ſaid ſomething of myſelf, and that my 
principal errand was, by my behaviour in parliament, to convince his majeſty 

and the world, that I had been moſt vilely miſrepreſented. 

In anſwer to this, I was told, that however he might have been lookt upon 
as an enemy to our family, he never had done any att to diſoblige any one of 
them; but on the contrary, had done us all the good offices he could, when- 
ever it lay in his power. That he was ſure he had never given my uncle rea- 
fon to reſent any thing, except it were his not being reſtor'd, as others were, 
| | 3G 2 | to 
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(Period ITT. to his exploymest, the beginning of the king's reign. That he was not then 
2 in the adminiſtration, and therefore that could not be juſtly imputed to him, 
1724 and that ſince he was fo, he had it not in his power to ſhew his regard for him. 
| As to your particular, tho' he was ſenſible the putting you in the government, 
was aſcrib'd to the intereſt of other people, yet he aſſur'd me, 'twas principally 
owing to him, for that unleſs his g had conſented to it, the king would 
never have order'd it to be done, without removing him, which he was ſure 
could not have been done. That he was the perſon who obtain'd his g 
| conſent, and that, not without great difficulty, being oblig'd to make it a point 
2 them, and to put an old freindſhip, that had been between them, upon 
That after: this affair was ſettled, he thought ſome trifling punRtilio's, as 
not ot fopilitg the order ovgr under lord leiutenant's cover, were unneceſſarily 
inſiſted upon, and expreſt himſelf with ſome warmth againſt a freind of your's, 
whom *tis not proper nor neceſſary to name. He then made profeſſions of 
the regard and good opinion he had of me, and of his having taken all oppor- 
tunitys of ſhewing it, when I was laſt here, which indeed was in a good mea- 
ſure true; that he had endeavour'd to ſerve me in the affair of the ſollicitor- 
ſhip, but was prevented by lord Sunderland's power; and concluded with ge- 
neral profeſſions of regard to our family, that be would conſider of what I had 
ſaid, and lay it before the king. I told you before, I was inſtruted not to 
make any particular requeſt, nor defire particular anſwers; the reaſon of 
which, I muſt not now tell you, and ſo our converſation ended. 

I wont take up your time with making any reflections upon it, which you 
are much better able to do; but will in a few words tell you, my impartial opi- 
nion of your affair. You have certainly two or three very ſincere freinds, 
who have and will employ all their credit and intereſt to ſerve you, and have 

e The King, laid every thing in a full and true light before *, No body has yet de- 
clar'd themſelves openly againſt you; and tho' I am not ſanguine enough to 
beleive, as ſome of your freinds do, that no attempt will be made to lay you 
aſide, yet I am of opinion, that you are upon a much better foot then you 
were laſt year, and that Fitzwilliam's and his wiſe freind's ſcheme, has been the 
luckyeſt incident that could poſlibly have befallen you. *Tis certain W 
intereſt, if employed againſt you, is very great; but I aſſure you, very far from 
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being omnipotent, of which we have had very late proofs; and J cant beleive WT 
be will be brought to lay all his ſtrength to do a particular injury to a family, "Þ 
who have never diſſerv'd him, but have, and probably may have it in their 1 
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power to be of uſe to him; and all this to gratifye the private malice and pique ws 
of two or three the moſt inconſiderable wretches in the world. But what I — 
cheifly depend on is his majeſtye's goodneſs and juſtice, who I have reaſon to 1725+ 
know, has a good opinion of your's and my uncle's integrity and ſervices, and 

will therefore not be prevail'd on to ſhew a particular mark of disfavour to a 

family, who, he is ſenſible, have upon all occaſions, appear'd moſt ſignally in 

his intereſt, and without vanity, done him conſiderable ſervice. I at. firſt in- 

tended this letter only as a rough draught, but tis ſpun out to that unreaſon- 

able length, that I have not time, nor indeed am I able to write it over. You 


muſt. therefore excuſe the faults of it. 


LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 
Ford Carteret zealous in promoting Wood's patent. —Repreſents the natives 

averſe to its reception, —The Engliſh cabinet inclined to delay the ſurrender, 

with the hopes of fenally fucceeding.—Thoſe who oppoſe the patent accuſed of 


oppoſing the Ring. —Ts determined to reſign. —Mentions lord Carteret's _ 
priſe at that reſolution. —Reproaches Walpole for inſolence. 


(Dublin, March 15, 1724-25.) MY letter of the 1gth inſtant, which goes Midletors 
by the pacquet, will certainly come to your hand. before this can; which the * 
attorney general promiſes to deliver into your own hand as ſoon as conve- 
niently may be after he gets to London. I think I can have noe doubt of 
the bearer's delivering this into your hands, and will therefore ſpeak plainer 
Engliſh then otherwiſe I would venture to doe: yet not ſoe plain that every 
one elſe ſhall know my meaning as fully as you will. This you may depend 
upon, that the perſon who told you in ſoe ſolemn a manner, that all people 
would be left at their own liberty, &c. thought it either neceſſary or conve- 
nient for him to uſe every way he could think of, that nobody ſhould make 

uſe of that liberty to which they were to be left: no careſſes were wanting to 
| ſoften thoſe who were ſuppoſed capable to be made pliant, nor was there any 
difficultye made of letting people know what was hoped (if not expected) from 
thoſe who had dependancyes, and what the conſequences of being refraQtory 
might (nay would certainly) prove. Thoſe who were againſt warm methods 
at the beginning were not in fo good grace as thoſe who either adviſed or were 
concerned in putting them in execution. To be ſhort, I cannot but think that 
a certain perſon knew ——#* had the ſucceſſe of Wood's coyne ſoe much at « Carteret; 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Perjed I. heart, that be was perſuaded. to undertake the buſineſs, as the man Fa the 
i — 4 world moſt likely to effect it, and to deliver ſome people in London from the 


17235. 


difficulties they have laboured under by means of this patent; and I confeſſe 


it is my thought, that more zeal and induſtry could not have been uſed to attain 
this end, then was employed, if the ſucceſſe of it were to be attended with an 
entire reſtitution of the fame favour UE employment which he formerly 
enjoyed. | 7 | 

You may be ſure thoſe who were moſt colts" enemies to the proje& were 
firſt and moſt warmly applied to, and all they could be brought to was this: 
that they believed if the patent was ſurrendred by Wood before the meeting 


of the parliament, and thereby the fears and diſſatisfactions of people were 


diſpelled, gentlemen would not be fond of bringing that matter again on the 
carpett, notwithſtanding all the hard treatment and ill language the nation had 


received; but that nobody would go into the giving any thing to Wood in 
nature of a compenſation for giving up the patent. People ſeemed to hope, 
and promiſed to uſe their endeavours, that on this foot, matters of ſupply, &c. 90 


might goe on in the ordinary courſe; and I am convinced that a certain per- 


ſon after having ſpent ſome time in Ireland, became ſo far ſenſible of the 


temper of the kingdome, that he gave it to be underſtood in London as his 
ſenſe, that no endeavours that had been uſed had in any ſort reconciled men 


to the receiving that coyne, nor had influenced their meaner paſſions to an ac- 


quieſcence i in the pleaſure of thoſe who in this affair ſeem to me (at leaſt) to 
alt like our maſters. I believe alſo, that he gave as little hopes of an eaſy 


ſeſſion of parliament (unleſſe the patent ſhould be previouſly given up) as he 


reaſonably might, and that he put the manner of attaining that end, and bring- 
Ing that about upon the Engliſh miniſtry. | 

If my accounts from London be well grounded, they pretended ſtil to be- 
lieve, that the granting the patent, and all that had been done by the lords to 
whoſe conſideration Wood's petition was referred, and Woods his manner 
of executing the powers granted to him, and every thing done in England in 


this matter were right, and every thing done here had been wrong from the 


beginning; and that even giving Wood (but not in expreſſe words or by 
name to him) a compenſation for his patent was not at all agreeable to thoſe at 
the helm, and would look like a victory obtained by us here; and I fancy they 
inſiſted on Ireland's being contented with the king's not going farther to ſup- 
port the patent or create a currency for Wood's coyne then had been done 

already, 


3 
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already, as enough to ſatisfye them; which is juſt what the order in councel Wood's 


faith; and was fignifyed to the late juſtices with direQions to make it publick, , be , 
for which I refer you to ſome late papers delivered you by C. P. from me. 


It was matter of amazement to thoſe with whom a certain perſon adviſed, and 
pretended to be mueh influenced by their adviſe, to be told every poſt, that no 
orders were come about declaring what the king intended to doe to remove the 
difficultyes which Ireland laboured under, from this patent's ſtil hanging over 
our heads: but ſo it was, only we were told, that there would be time enough 
before the meeting of the parliament; and that in the mean time no methods 
were uſed to bring them in upon us. Now ] am pretty well convinced, that 


the ſatisfaction (which Mr. S. and others in London had written was ordered 


to be given to Ireland) meant no more then letting matters remain quiet till 
the meeting of the parliament; and I cannot but think that all hands have been 
at work to incline men to think it will be adviſeable to go on in the ordinary 
courſe of granting ſupplyes, without an actual ſurrender of the patent, or tak- 
ing the leaſt notice there ever had been ſuch a thing in the world. However 
wild this ſcheme may ſeem to you, yet I am fully perſwaded that it is hoped 
and expetted a puſh will be made to go on with what they call the king's 
buſineſſe, with all convenient diſpatch, and if any thing of the halfpence ſhould 
be mentioned, to endeavour to poſtpone that till the other is finiſhed, with 
full aſſurances of our having time enough for that and all other matters which 
relate to our countrey. I have good reaſons to be ſtrong of opinion (which IL 
confeſs I was not of till very lately) that it is not in their thoughts to give up 
the patent before the ſeſſion, but fairly to try whether people can be cajolled 
or diſcourſed into the meaſures from the other ſide preſcribed to us; and as 


far as I can judge, there are ſome people here who give hopes, that this 


fcheme will ſucceed: but I own I am not of the. number;. yet cannot find 
reaſons ſtrong enough to think I have convinced a friend of your's, that things 
will not anſwer expeQation. It is very hard to perſwade a man to believe 
that will come to paſſe, which he hath a mind to have never happen. When 
1 have ſpoke my mind freely on this occaſion, I have been aſked who the 


people are who will create the oppoſition to things proceeding according to de- 


fire; and have been told that ſome people dare not after what they have done 
(whether it was meant in this particular or other matters I know not, but be- 


lieve in other things which have come to the knowledge of a very diſcerning, 


man) and that thoſe who are not under any apprehenſions from a ſenſe of their 
5 paſt 


1725. 
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Period III. paſt actions (whom I underſtood by the term uſed, which was others) would 
1720to 172). a ; Fete 2 
1 nvot oppoſe the king's affairs. You ſee that ſtill not giving oppoſition to 
1725, Wood is called the king's buſineſſe, or that oppoſing the halfpence, is to op- 
poſe the king's buſineſſe, and conſequently thoſe who will not oppoſe him are 
to be underſtood to doe it; as on the other hand, thoſe who will ſtiloppoſe 
that patent, are to be deemed obſtructors of it. Nay ſd far have I heard 
matters carryed, that no one body in the king's ſervice, in any ſtation remov- 
able at pleaſure, will be continued, who ſhall not proceed in the method ex- 
petted, not excepting even the moſt honourable the privy councel. | 
I was on Sunday at the caſtle, and delivered my lord lieutenant your letter 
of the ninth, by which he ſaw that Mrs. Duncombe's ſecrett about fir William 
Thomſon was not ſo entirely new, but that I had notice of it from you. He 
ſeemed a good deal ſurprized at the later part of your letter, in which you 
tell me, you hope I am putting things into the beſt order I can for going into 
England, and told me it could not be reafonable to deſire or expect a licence 
of abſence ſoe near before the opening of the parliament. I told him I had 
no ſuch thoughts; then ſaith he, you ſpeak upon a ſuppoſition the king ſhould 
diſmiſſe you his ſervice before that time (which I doe not beleive) : to that I 
faid, it was not unlikely I ſhould attend the ſeſſion in ſome capacitye, either 
public or private; and added, that offering the ſeal about from hand to. hand 
till ſomebody could be found to take it up, was certainly intended to leſſen me, 
and in great meaſure did ſoe: the former he allowed, but not in any fort the 
later, and added, that my enemies could not think I had loſt any honour in 
this whole affair, which had been ſo long between more than one miniſtry and 
me. 
® Carteret's, To conclude this tedious ſcrawle, I muſt tell you that my lord heart is 
| bent on going through this ſeſſion (as if there never had been ſuch a thing as 
_ Wood's patent in the kingdome) and that he thinks I can, and ſhal be an ob- 
ſtacle to their deſigns. Thus far he doth me no injurye, for I have told him 
what I intend to doe in that matter; and hope I ſhal not be diſappointed in it. 
But if he believes that the intimations given out that every body in the king's 
ſervice ſhall be removed who will not comply, can incline me to quit, or be 
ſilent in the intereſt of my countrey, he entertains thoughts leſs honourable 
then I apprehend my condutt hitherto in this and other affairs, have given 
him reaſon to have of me. I conſeſſe that from his ſurprize at hearing what 
you mentioned in relation to my going over ſoon, and other circumſtances, I 
cannot 
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cannot but apprehend, that his view is to have me paſſe the ſeſſion on the 
woolſack, and there go through the drudgerye of it, and the reward (which I 
have been ſo long and ſo often told of) of my long faithful and powerful ſer- 
vices, a ſuperſedeas. When that comes, I ſhall ceaſe to be the king's ſervant, 
but not his loyal ſubjeAt. But whenever that happens, it will in other peo- 
ple's opinions make me more maſter of myſelf and my own actions, then 
when I was in employment. But I have alway looked on the ſalary and per- 
quiſites of my office, as due to me for officiating in the chancery and elſewhere 


as chancellor; and I thank God I have alway thought myſelf at liberty to act, 
vote, and ſpeak in parliament (as a lord) juſt in the ſame manner, while I was 


on the woolfack as I ſhould have done on one of the benches. I have now 
done, and am obliged to Mr. W.* for his honourable performance of all the 
promiſes: he made me in England; but moſt particularly in providing me a 
ſucceſſor of ſuch eminencye as fir William T. is known to be. I will not be 
longer in the power of an inſolent man, but will in a little time ſave them the 
trouble of doing an act they have ſo often threatned me with, but for other 
reaſons than good will towards me have deffered the execution of their in- 
dignation. | 


LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Announces the departure of an expreſs, conveying a letter from the lord lieute- 
nant to the ſecretary of ſtate, ſtating his requeſt to reſign the ſeal.— 
Motives for acting in that manner, and for not making a formal complaint 
of ill uſage to the king.—Lord Carteret much diſtreſſed at his reſolution to 
quit. | 
(Dublin, May 1, 1725.) THE expreſſe which went hence yeſterday with 
a letter to the ſecretary of ſtate, from my lord lieutenant to notifye that I had 
applyed to him, that his majeſtye would be pleaſed to give me leave to ſur- 
ender the ſeal, will have delivered alſo to you mine of the 28th of April, by 
which you will ſee, that I reſolved (in compliance to your repeated advice and 
that of my friends here) to lay down. Nobody was more warm or readier to 
give that advice, then the perſon, whoſe ſenſe in the matter of Mr. Wood's 


coyne, Mr. C. told you he had ſo much deſired, but could not have by his 


being at that time out of town. From that and ſome expreſſions he lately 
uſed, I apprehend he may have entertained very vain expeQations; and if 
VOL, Il, PART II. ZH my 
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1 . my conjecture be in any meaſure right, thoſe probably muſt proceed from | 
Ci; ſome words which may have been. artfully let fall by a certain perſon on yous 
1223. fide of the water to him to bring him into meaſures, which the ſpeaker of them 
never had the leaſt thought of making good, My laft letter told you, that 
paſſibly I might deſire the trouble of you to deliver a memorial directly to 
his wajeſtye; but on conſidering that matter again, I thought it not adviſable 
to proceed that way, which would put me under great difficultyes as to the 
maner of doing it. To have applyed to his majeſtye in blunt terms to have 
leave to lay down the ſeal, without aſſigning any reaſon why I made that re- 
queſt, would naturally imply a difinclination to ferve the king, of which I am 
ſure Fam not capable: if I reſorted to the common motives for making ſuch. 
applications, indiſpaſition of body and my advanced age, this would have 
given fome countenance to the revilings and lyes of Shimei, as if I acknow- 
ledged myſelf incapable to ſerve the king in that office; whereas the truth is, 
that I have health of body and ſtrength enough to give me reaſon to believe, 
I ſhall be able to diſcharge my duty on the woolſaek this ſeſſion, as well as L 
ever did in any former. To have tald the truth, which is, that tho* I am 
ſenfible of as much abilitye of body and mind to goe through with the bufineſfe 
of parliament and the duty of chancellor, as I ever have been fince I came into 
that place; but 1 did think myſelf to have been ſoe ill treated, that I did 
not look on myſelf in any fort obliged to run the riſk of a fit of ſickneſſe after 
the ſeſſion, occaſioned by the fatigue of the ſeſſion. This would or might put 
me upon explaining myſelf, whether I meant from — or the miniſtry, or 
any others, and whom in particular; and I doe not think it prudent to be in 
danger of making fuch explanations as I muſt make, if I tell plainly what I 
reſent (and J think very juſtly). 

Theſe reaſons and the advice of my friends, made me content myſelf with 
defiring my lord heutenant to fend no more in his letter, then that I attended 
him on Wedneſday, and deſired him to lay before his majeſtye my humble 
requeſt, that I might have leave to ſurrender the ſeal; and inſtead of a letter 
drawn by the ſecretary, founded upon ſuch explanations as J had made about 
my ill treatment at the time I waited on him, and which I then intended to 

mention in my memorial to the king, and told him foe the night when I firſt 
waited on him. The letter drawn by the ſecretarye ſhewed me the difficultyes 
I ſhould lye under, in ſuch a maner, that I could never agree it ſhould be 


Tent as prepared. 
To 


8 8 
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To ſay truth, I am far from thinking Mr. Tickel (who drew it) to have 
intended any unkindneſſe to me in the draught (which mentioned ill treatment 
I had received in England lately) and that I found myſelf through want of 
health, and my great age, incapable to diſcharge the duty of my office. 1 never 


did, or can yet with truth ſay foe: but my real reſolution is, that I will not 


wear myſelf farther out, or run the hazard of fickneſſe by the pains I ſhall take 
on the woolfack, during the ſeſſion, after the uſage I have mett with; and when 
I know what I thall meet, when the purpoſe of thoſe, by whoſe permiſſion I 
yet continue in my employment, is effected by my aſſiſtance. But I believe 
the letter was direfted to be drawn by my lord lieutenant in ſuch a manner, 
that I might ſee how my reſentment would look, as put into writing by Tickel, 
and I think he took this to be as good a method to diſſwade me from uſing 


expreſſions of reſentment, as perſiſting in giving me his expreſſe opinion to 


the contrary, which he fairly and ſtrongly did. But I muſt be juſt to him in 
letting you know, that he ſent Tickel's draught to me by Mr. Clutterbuck, 


_ who left it with me to corrett, and alter, and amend as I thought proper. Since 


it was to contain my ſenſe, he defired me to expreſſe it in my own words; 
and on the beſt conſiderations of ſome of my moſt faithfull and judicious 
friends, they and I thought it would be ſufficiently underſtood by the world 
upon what motives I reſigned, without expreſſing them, ſo I went to the caſtle, 
and defired the letter might go in general terms, and ſoe it is ſent. 

His lordſhip, I told you, was greatly ſhocked at the reſolution I had taken; 
thought I gratifyed my enemyes in it, and ſhould leave him under great diffi- 
cultyes to hold a parliament with a new chancellor, who might prove a perſon 


not to be confided in, nor perhaps able to give him much aſſiſtance, 


' LORD MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRIckE. 


Alteration of meaſures ſince his reſignation. — Hopes of government that no 
mention of the patent will be made in parliament.— His opinion, and conduct 
of lord Carteret on the buſineſs. 

DEAR BROTHER, Dublin, July 4, 1725. 


Fo the repeated aſſurances you have given me lately, that our little cor- 
reſpondence is thought worth prying into, I chuſe to ſend this letter by 
major Renouard, who tells me, he will without fail deliver it into Allye's hand; 
and when it once gets ſafe there, I make no difficultye of her being able to 
33 2 convey 
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Period III. convey it to you unexamined on your fide of the water. We are now here 
eee upon a new ſcheme of politicks, which is not to be much wondred at, con- 
1725. ſidering the late alteration at the caſtle, by my laying down, and another's ſuc- 

ceeding me. In conſequence of which, you may be ſure I am truſted in the 
ame maner as undeſerving, diſgraced, or diſobliged people alway are at court. 
T have all along acquainted you with every ſtep I took to diſcourage my lord 
Carterett from entertaining hopes of having a quiet and eaſy ſeſſion here, un- 
leſſe the parliament were ſatisfyed as to the matter of Wood's patent, for ſoe 
I rather chuſe to call it, then Wood's halfpence, which I believe every body 
ſeeth can not obtain a currency here, by reaſon of the reſolution of thoſe for- 
merly in authoritye, and the conſtancy of the people in their determination 
not to take them voluntarily; and that his majeſtye's goodneſſe and wiſdome, 
will not admit of his uſing any compulſory means to make them paſſe. No 
man can entertain a thought or apprehenſion that his majeſtye will doe any 
thing inconſiſtent with the repeated declarations he hath made on this head. 
But in my opinion, the tranquillitye and eaſineſſe that the people hath ſhewn- 
lately upon this matter, proceeds not from their being told, that the king will 
Not doe any thing to oblige the taking that coyne, nor from the ſenſe they have, 
that nothing but compulſion will give it a diffuſed currencye in the kingdome; 
for his majeſtye's patent and declaration in councel, were as ſtrong againſt 
uſing any compulſion to enforce that coyne on the nation, as any thing which 
bath hapened ſince his excellencye's landing, and the minds of the people were 
as well known to be very averſe to receiving it voluntarily: nay, ſoe averſe 
were they, that Mr. Wood and his friends were pleaſed to argue, that the people 
were on this ſcore become diſaftetted to his majeſtye's government. But in 
my opinion, the ſeeming eaſineſs men ſhew of late, by not talking at all about 
them, ariſeth from an apprehenſion that ſome publick att will be done, or de- 
claration made at the opening of the parliament, which may render it unne- 
ceſſary to undeceive his majeſtye and the councel in England in a very mate- 
rial point, viz. whether there was ſuch a want of copper coyne as was fug- 
geſted to his majeſtye to be in this kingdome, without which ſuggeſtion, there 
could not have been a pretence for aſking, or a ground for granting Mr. 
Wood thoſe powers of coyning, which he hath by his patent. Mr. Wood, in- 
deed; was ready with his witneſſes, to ſwear there was a want of ſuch coyne, and 
had the good fortune to obtain credit in that matter, for want of witneſſes to 
prove the contrary ; for the ſenſe of both houſes of parliament, and of the coun- 
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ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


4 board were not of ſufficient weight to the contrary; upon this principle 


(if 1 do not miſtake) that in matter of property, as Wood's patent is, the votes 


of either, or both houſes, or addreſſe of the councel board are not " evi- 


dence, much leſs concluſive. 


But I doubt the parliament may be welded to lay the truth of that TY in 
another light then it ſeems to me to ſtand at preſent on your ſide of the water; 


and perhaps they may fancy, that when a thing is of ſo national conſequence, 


as knowing whether there be occaſion for 14 tons of copper to be coyned into 


ſmall money, to be current for above 100, ooo l. this matter might have de- 
ſerved the conſideration of the repreſentatives of the kingdome, or at leaſt to 


have been referred to the government and councel of it, and not to be finally 
determined at the treaſury upon the teſtimony of perſons, who might be either 
concerned in intereſt, that Wood might obtain a patent to coyne, or be pro- 
cured by him and his friends. But my lord lieutenant ſeems to me, not to 
expett he ſhall receive any orders to mention either the patent or proceedings 
had either in England or here on that head at the opening of the parliament ; 
and conſequently that he ſhall not in his ſpeech take any notice of that affair 
at all: and he alſo ſeems to believe other people will be perfettly ſilent on that 
point too, and proseed in granting ſupplyes, and other buſineſſe of parlia- 
ment (if there ſhal be any other) juſt as if there never had been ſuch a man as 
Wood in the world, or as if no patent had been granted, or proceedings either 
in England or Ireland relating thereto. 

If theſe be his real ſentiments, I freely own to you, that I think he will be 
greatly miſtaken. But I will now tell you my judgement on his conduct in 
this whole affair. I am well ſatisfyed that his own private judgement is, that 
the patent obtained in the maner this hath been obtained, and when the king- 
dome did not want (in reality) ſuch a quantitye of ſmall coyne as Wood, by 


bis patent, is authorized to coyne, and without enquiring into the truth of that 


matter on this ſide of the water; I ſay that his opinion, I believe is, that the 
patent is legal (ſuch a notion he ſeems to me to have of the king's prerogative) 
and that the king, by the law, is the judge of the conveniency to the kingdome 
in granting power to coyne ſuch quantitye of baſe money, as he ſhal think pro- 


per; and that he is empowered to give currencye to a piece of copper for an 
halfpenny, which is not of ſuch intrinſick value; allowing the neceſſary ex- 


pences of coynage and other reaſonable allowances. This I think to be his 
notion, but his good ſenſe muſt tell him, that ſuch a conceſſion puts the ſubject 
. 
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Period III. very much in the power of the prince, if he be the ſole judge of the quantitye 
. *of copper to be coyned, and of what intrinſick value the piece to be coyned 


1725 . 


is to be of in proportion to the rate it is to goe att. But I have no reaſon 
to ſay, he thinks the king hath a right to inforce ſuch baſe money to be re- 


. ceived as current money by his ſubjeQs; by which, added to the belief every 


body ought to have, that the crowne will not uſe its prerogative to the detri- 
ment of the ſubjett, I apprehend, he thinks the ſubjeQ to be ſufficiently 
guarded againſt any great and grievous inconyenience from an exceſſive quan- 
tity of baſe coyne. 1. Becauſe we ſhould not think fo ill of the crown, as 
to believe it will for any private inducement, doe any thing which may be 
prejudicial to the nation in general. 2. That there being no neceſſitye laid 
on the ſubjeR to receive this baſe money, they will be ſure to refuſe it, when 
there is a ſuperfluitye of it; and then there. will be an end of CG when 
the traſh cannot be uttered or received as money. 

But it is now time for me to proceed to unfold to you what I mean by our 
new ſcheme of politicks. You may remember the matter of Mr. Hackett's 
letter to me: and to ſpeak plain Engliſh, I am of opinion, every thing is now 
kept perfectly a ſecret from my knowledge, which is realy intended; for ſince I 


have from the beginning told lord C. that I always was, and alway muſt be 


againſt Wood's patent, in the whole and in every part, and never could be pre- 
vailed upon, either by the moſt artful and inſinuating letters from England, or the 
great careſſes uſed toward me upon his arrival to come into this darling affair 
(in which I do not find, but that his excellencye went as great lengths in the 
committee of counſel as any body) and fince the more cavalier methods taken 
by him ſoon after his landing to carry his point, had no more effect on me 


then his douceurs, I plainly diſcovered in him a coldneſſe toward me; he al- 


way treated me with great civilitye, and as far as good words went, expreſſed 
himſelf to have a particular kindneſſe for me. I ſhould be glad to be able to 
give one inſtance of his favour, unleſſe his conſtantly adviſing with me in the 
moſt tickliſh and dangerous affairs to adviſe in, may be looked on as in- 
ſtances. From time to time I ſhewed him ſuch parts of your letters as in- 


formed me of the manner I was treated in at a certain place, and told him I 
underſtood very well the meaning of thoſe who ſett the chace on foot, viz. 


that they who could not aſſign a ground for removing me, might put me on 
doing that from reſentment, which they wiſhed to be done, but were unwilling 
to doe profeſſedly. He could not but know from my telling him what I 


heard 
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heard (to all which he alway profeſſed he was wholly a ſtranger) that I in- . 
tended to lay down that which only made me capable of being inſulted in the — 


manner I had been, and I told him that I certainly would quit, if it continued, 
without deſiring him to interpoſe, that I might have fairer quarter. 

Perhaps he did not think I was of fo much mettle to doe what he afterwards 
found I dared and reſolved to doe; or to ſpeak my mind clearly ; he refined 
thus. This man will never come into my ſchemes, but lord chief baron Hale 
will; let them proceed to worry M and let him be angry and throw up, 
and then I ſhall have opportunitye of bringing Mr. Hale into his place to have 


a chancellor as obſequious, as his predecefſor hath been untrattable. And 1 


muſt needs ſay, that upon the beſt conſideration of things which I have been 
able to give them, my thoughts are, that for ſome time it hath been wrote by 
lord C. that its not to be expected things will doe in parliament here, without 
giving the people ſatisfaQtion in the matter of Wood's patent, and I believe he 
bath ſet that out ſoe ſtrongly as to convince the miniſtry, I am alſo apt to 
believe, that to bring them into the king's giving him inſtrugions or power to 
give the parliament ſatisfadtion in that particular, he may have given hopes, 
nay aſſurances of being able on thoſe terms to obtain great ſupplyes, and in- 
deed, of -not being diſappointed in any thing that is not very unreaſonable in 
point of money, if men's minds can be made eaſy about the patent. But 
I am of opinion, that he hath deſired to be left at liberty, not to mention it 
in his ſpeech, out of hopes that nobody will mention the patent in parliament z 
but if it be ſtirred, and the parliament ſhew a ſpirit, that he may then have 
the patent in his power to qualifye their heats, and by this means he will come 
at the knowledge of the bold men who ſhall venture to appcar in the ſervice 
of their countrey, and not worſhip Baal, upon whom I have reaſon to believe, 


as great marks of reſentment will be ſhewn, as men deſerve, who having em- 
ploiments, doe not att as they are bid. 


LORD MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICE., 


Apprehenſuons of government leſt the affair of Wood's patent ſhould be brought 


into parliament by his means—and hopes that by his aſſiſtance things may 
remain quiet. —Inutility of the meaſures propoſed. —Suſpicious that lord 


Carteret is thwarted by the Engliſh nnn, of fatisfying the 
Heople by annulling the patent. 


DEAR 


1 * FIT — 
* 0 * * * 
Le * * * ox q * * _ on 8 
1 * ap &G © 
b g 
* 


424 MEMOIRS or SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period 11. PEAR BROTHER, 4 bas, July n. 2725 
I Continue ſtill (as my wife once cane me humorouſly enough) vice chan- 
1725. cellor to Mr. Weſt, who is not yet landed, nor poſſibly may in two or 
Midleton three dayes, if his being unwilling to ride over the mountains of Wales, or 
Papers. any other conſideration hath determined him to come directly from Cheſter 
water, and not ride to Holyhead: the wind is now at Weſt and may continue 
longer ſoe than he is aware of; but the captain of the yatcht will be able to 
tyde it down to the head, and when he gets foe far, will be able to make his 
paſſage thence at leaſt, as well as any of the pacquet boats. Before you re- 
ceive this, I hope M. R. will have delivered into your hands a long letter of 
three ſheets, which I at firſt intended to have ſent to you under Allye's cover, 
but altered my meaſures, becauſe it would then have gone firſt to Peperhara 
before you received it. I ſhal be very uneaſy till I have your anſwer to each 
part of it, as well publick as private. Tho” I have not received a line from 
you fince your's of the ſecond inſtant, yet I am ſenſible you have had one from 
me, becauſe my lord C. takes notice of mine to him which went under your 
cover. In it, he ſpeaks to this effect, that he hopes I will continue to make 
uſe of my intereſt to keep things quiet here. This caution of his to me, cer- 
tainly ariſes from his having been told from this fide, that ſuch methods have 
been taken, to prevent the matter of Wood's patent being brought upon the 
| Rage in our approaching parliament, as will attain the end, if I doe not ap- 
pear in the matter, and concert meaſures about it, and ſett it on foot. 
As ſor my part in the affair, I am kept entirely a ſtranger to what is intended, 
if any thing has been determined: nay I am told my lord hath not yet any 
orders in that particular, but he ſtil ſeems to hope that matter (with my 
aſſiſtance) will reſt, and that the ſeſſion will goe on very ſmooth without men- 
tioning or thinking of the copper money. I have alway told him he would 
find his miſtake too late, and that unleſſe men's minds were made eaſy in 
that particular, it would certainly be taken up by ſomebody; and when it 
ſhould be ſoe, that it would not be in the power nor inclination of his ſincere 
friends to ſtop things from going farther then would have ſatisfyed men's minds 
at the opening of the ſeſſion, To fancy telling the houſes from the throne, 
that the king will not doe any thing to inforce a currencye of that coyne, 
is no more then the patent ſpeaks, and is contained in the report of the com- 
mittee of councel and the king's order of councel thereupon. This I think 
will be ſoe far from preventing the parliament entring into the conſideration 
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ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


of that matter, that it ſeems to me to furniſh an handle to thoſe who have a 
mind to bring the affair on the carpett. And I confeſſe my thoughts to be, that 
there will appear more gentlemen in the matter then ſeems to be expected. 

I am very doubtful that encouragement is given from your fide to the 
people confided in here to create my lord C. all the difficulties poſſible in the 
ſeſſion, and if a ſtory be true, which J lately heard from noe ill hand, he 
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will find not only little aſſiſtance, but hearty oppoſition from a quarter whence 


it ſeems to be little apprehended. Now methinks you might, as you are going 
toward Peperhara, call on a gentleman* who lives a very little out of the road, 
and tell him that which I have often endeavoured to perſuade his friend to 
be the truth of the caſe, that (unleſſe it be reſolved in England) that we ſhal 
ſpeak our minds freely in what maner the nation hath been treated in the mat- 
ter of Mr. Wood from the beginning to the end in the plaineſt maner, as well 
as in procuring and paſling the patent, as how the parliament, privy counſel, and 
nation have been uſed, &c. I fay, if this be not the wiſh of people, ſome ſtep 
ſhould be made to quiet men's minds, that neither this patent nor any ob- 
tained for the private benefit of any body without the application of the king- 
dome, or ſoe much as acquainting the government and councel of this king- 
dome, that it was ſuggeſted that there was a want of copper money, or direct- 
ing the truth of that fact to be inquired into, in Ireland; ſhal be uſed or put 
in practice. But if the long ſtep taken at the T=— in granting the patent 
upon ſuch information as preceded the obtaining this, muſt in all events be 
ſupported, and made a point of prerogative, I cannot but think the parlia- 
ment will look on their property to be touched too nearly by ſuch a poſition 
as juſtifies the manner of obtaining and granting this patent, not to doe their 
beſt to prevent their falling into misfortunes, which they believe will follow 
from this point being once inſiſted on in the manner it hath been (in my opi- 
nion) unleſſe it be receded from. I know how difficult a thing it is, to bring 
creat people to doe all that will be wiſhed on this occaſion : but I now write 
while there is time to doe what may prevent warmth in our approaching ſeſ- 


hon; and I confeſſe I do not ſee that any thing leſſe then what I have hinted | 


at, can attain that deſirable end. 

This, this, is the way and the only one I can think of having things proceed 
{moothly in parliament: till we were bleſſed with a bank and a copper patent, 
every thing proceeded quietly here: the people gave what was demanded to 
ſupport the eſtabliſhment, nay ex abundanti encreaſed their own expence by an 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


addition to the pay of the troops. But when they found their money was go 
ing into private pockets (I mean the projectors of the bank and Mr. Wood 


and his partners) they could not digeſt thoſe proceedings. Methinks you 


may better diſcourſe this matter where it is proper, then that it ſhould be 
done in a letter directly to the party; in which I ſhould not be fond of ſpeak- 
ing my thoughts ſoe plainly as to the king's prerogative and the proceedings 


at a certain place where you were a witneſſe of what paſſed, as I reaſonably 


may when I write privately to one whoſe eſtate lyes in this countrey, and to 


whom I have toe near a relation as I have to you; in whom I entirely con- i 
fide, that you will make no other uſe of what I write, than to conſider whe- 


ther what my thoughts on this ſubjett are, may be of any ſervice to the king 
and this poor countrey in the very difficultyes we lye under. For it is certain, 
nothing can be ſoe fatal to our happineſſe, as to lye or fall under the diſplea- 
ſure of the king, or the reſentment of the miniſtry. Now unleſs ſomething 
can be done to prevent the heats, which I think will unavoidably happen in 
our parliament, if it open without giving better ſatisfaction about Mr. Wood's 


coyne then (I fear) hath been yet given, I confeſſe | have a vr melancholy 


proſpect of the ſucceſfe of the ſeſhon. 


LORD MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK., 


Conjectures that lord Sunderland was the original author of Mood's patent, and 
thence accounts for the zeal with which lord Carteret promoted it. 


(Dublin, Auguſt x5, 19725.) WHEN Wood's patent was heard of firſt, 
I caſt about to find who was the perſon for whoſe benefit that worthy proje& 
was ſett on foot, and truly the firſt way my thoughts turned, was to conſider, 
whether this might not ſpring out of a former patent, granted to alderman 
Knox, the intereſt of which came to the late earl of Arran; and I did fancy 
this might have taken its riſe from that root, eſpecially when I conſidered the 
relation there is between thoſe who are deſcended from lord Arran's heireſſe, 
and ſome perſons in very conſiderable power at the time of the paſſing that 
patent. Under this miſtake, I continued, till a friend“ of yours, who is now 


on the continent, gave me an account from the court F where he was at that 


1 Lord Car- time, that a certain perſon, to whom I recommended him, and who allowed 


teret, pro- 
bably, 


him familiar accefſe, ſeemed to eſpouſe the patent in a warmer manner then 1 


did believe he would have done, as a matter which was undoubtedly the king's 
; pre- 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 
prerogative, &c. I then began to ſuſpeR that my firſt conjecture was wrong, and 
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that any perſon repreſenting lord Arran or their friends had the projeQng or forma , 


bringing the ſcheme to the perfection it came afterward. And I doe confeſſe, 
that the judgement given by Solomon about the true mother of the child 
(which, was grounded upon the real concern which appeared in one of the 
contending partyes, to prevent the death of the child) hath influenced me a 
good deal in my opinion, that the friends of thoſe who ſeem not to have half 
ſoe much concern for the event of this affair, as another perſon ſeems to me 
to have ſhewn for ſeveral months paſt, are not ſo much at the bottom of it, as 
I once believed, and that this was the offspring of one (who is now in his 


1725. 


grave) and for that reaſon, as well as to keep well with thoſe who are to gett 


by it, bath been ſtrenuouſly ſupported by his ſurviving friend. Of the truth 
of his endeavours to ſupport it, I need no proofs, but am to ſeek for a reaſon 
for a wiſe man's doing it; ſoe far as I think this hath been carryed, unleſſe 
there were ſome very ſtrong reaſon to induce him to doe all in his power to 
endeavour it. This is moſt certain, that Mr. W * diſclaimed, and doth 
diſclaim having any hand in it, or other notice of it while it was in agitation, 
then ſuch as he neceſſarily muſt have by his office, and I have it from a 
good hand, that he declares he all along was in his judgement, and declared 
himſelf againſt the thing as very unreaſonable in itſelf. 
What I have already wrote, I intend as a foundation for my following con- 
jeQure, that all methods have been hitherto taken, and I believe will be uſed 
to have the fall as eaſy as poſſible; and perhaps the ſecurity of this poor coun- 
trey from any ill conſequences which it may fall under by means of this patent, 
or from ſuch a precedent, may be thought of leſſe concern to be remedyed, 
than the covering what hath paſſed in the manner of obtaining this grant. 
This conſideration may lead you into conjeRures, what is adviſed from the 
friends of the patent here, by which I think thoſe on your ſide of the water 
will a good deal be guided in their meaſures to quiet this affair. How far 
ſuch endeavours to cover, &c. will attain the end aimed at, which is ſaid to be 


to quiet the minds of the people by giving them reaſonable ſatisfaQtion, &c. 


I doe not know, but of this I am certain, that a friend of your's ſeemed to 
me to be in great warmth, when I diſcourſed with him laſt on this ſubjetct, and 
ſeemed to think the actual ſurrender of the patent would be inſiſted on; I 
fay, I obſerved a great deal of heat and diflatisfaQtion as far as I could judge, 
by the manner in which he. deported himſelf, and ſome expreſſions which 
| 31 2 dropt. 
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Period III. dropt. You will take your own meaſures as to your reſolution contained in 


1720t0 1727. 


1725. 


Midleton 


Papers. 


your's of the gd (which is the lateſt I have received from you) and will con- 


fider, when you know from your friend in London, what will be done,-whether 
that will in your opinion be ſafe, and to the ſatisfaction of rational men, who 


really have the good of their country, and not their own private intereſts in 
view, and take your meaſures accordingly. But the time is coming on very 
faſt, and what will be done, will be (I think) at the very beginning of the ſeſ- 


ſion, when not one man of the ſtanding troops will venture to be abſent (on 


pain which may enſue) and a vote then will determine the fate of this affair, 
and I think of our countrey too in conſequence. 


LORD MIDLETON. TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Declares that nothing tf than an actual ſurrender of the patent will avail, 
' DEAR BROTHER, | Dublin, Auguſt 19, 1725. 
V a letter which I received _ from the perſon at Cheſter, under whoſe 
cover I have ſent my letters to you at Bath lately, I have reaſon to be- 
lieve that moſt of mine are come to your hand, which went that way, becauſe 
my correſpondent owns the receit of them, and aſſures me, they from time to 
time were forwarded by the croſſe poſt. I have given you the beſt and ear- 
lieſt accounts from hence, that I can learn; for you may be ſure I am kept 
entirely in the dark as far as poſſible; and yet there is not a movement they 
make, or any ſcheme undertaken by them, but comes ſome way or other to my 
knowledge. 
I have already told you, that Mr. C 


came to me on the day I took 


phyſick, and by that means could not attend at the caſtle according to ap- 


pointment, altho' I promiſed to doe foe, and that the main of his buſineſſe was 
to take my opinion, whether nothing would doe but giving up the patent; and 
the anſwer I made, that in November laſt, I had, with the privity of my lord 
lieutenant, diſcourſed ſeveral gentlemen to know their mind and reſolution in 
that particular, who. had all unanimouſly declared their ſenſe to be, that no- 
thing but an aQual ſurrender and giving up of the patent could prevent that 
affair being mentioned in parliament; which was alſo my opinion at that time, 
and that I knew not that any one of them had altered his thoughts ſince, and 
believed they had not, nor had I altered mine. Prodigious induſtry hath 
been uſed to ſoften this affair, as to the maner, and I mult tell you, that the 

perſon 
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perſon to whom your laſt letter ſeems to impute your not cloſing with Dr. 


Hackett for the purchaſe of a certain farm, wrote to me lately to this pur- * 


poſe, that for his part he thought a declaration from a certain place, that we 
ſhould never be troubled with the halfpence, would be ſatisfactory to him; but 
that he was white paper, and if convinced that was not ſufficient, ſhould be 
guided by his friends; but ſaid, he ſuppoſed it was not intended nor expected 
he ſhould take the lead. 

If you turn to my letters, you will find one dated in November, which con- 
tains an account of a converſation between half a dozen gentlemen of figure, 
who dined at my houſe with the privitye of my lord lieutenant, that I might 
know what their ſenſe was as to the maner of putting people's minds at eaſe 
about Wood's patent ; and you will there find, that not one of them thought 
of any thing leſſe then an actual ſurrender and giving up the patent. Upon 
this point, I all along inſiſted, and was accordingly treated; the ſame letter 
will alfo tell you the names of gentlemen who agreed in that opinion, no one 

_ diſſenting. I believe the Engliſh air really hath effect on moſt of our coun- 
treymen, who goe over; and I doe aſſure you, it hath had very great influence 
on ſeveral, particularly on your tenant, and the gentleman of whom I gave 
you caution, under the character of a perſon very ambitious; of which he 
gave you a ſample in his diſcourſe, whether the matter of the halfpence ſhould 
be entred upon before other buſineſſe. 

My laft letter to you by the croſſe poſt, of which the whole ſuperſcription 
is in my own hand (whereas in others I leave it to Mrs. Kenna to ſuperſcribe) 
tells you how active is to ward againſt an actual ſurrender being declared 
from the throne, or being made, if I underſtand him right. But I fancy that 
point will be got over; but am ſure it will be with the utmoſt reluctance and 
regret. But I now hear we are to have the old way of accounts being laid 
before the parliament, which was condemned in the ſeſſion in 170g; for which 
we ſent fir William Robinſon to the caſtle, and voted him incapable of any 
public emploiment, revived. His fault conſiſted in this; in ſtriking a ballance, 
by which the debt: of the nation appeared to be one hundred and three 
thouſand and odd pounds more then it would have been, if credit had been 

given for caſh in colleQor's hands, and for ſeveral ſolvent branches of the 
revenue, that were not then collected. I ſhould be ſorry any thing of this 
kind ſhould be revived now, or endeavoured to be brought again into prac- 
tice, becauſe I think the attempt will not ſucceed, and a diſappointment will 

not 
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not be at all for my lord lieutenant's honour; or if it ſhould ſucceed, I think 
it will be extremely hurtful to the kingdom. I hear a certain perſon ap- 


proves the thing extremely, and that the officers who are to prepare the pa- 


pers to be laid before the parliament, have directions to draw the demand at 
full, without giving the nation credit for ſome things, which I doubt the par- 
liament will think ought to have been brought to credit. This is an odd paſ- 
ſage, but I verily think there is ſomething in it, and ſure you had ſome hint of 
it, when you ſay in a late letter, that if you find ſchemes are framing to bring 
us into ſuch a debt as muſt ruine the nation, you will come over to give your 
aſſiſtance to prevent it. For God's ſake (without the loſſe of one poſt) write 
to London for a copy of Wood's laſt petition, which was referred to the com- 
mittee of councel, and upon which they made the report, which was the foun- 
dation of the order about the commiſſioners of the revenue recalling their 


orders, and the lords juſtices publiſhing the king would not inforce that coyne; 
for much depends on it. 


LORD MIDLETON TO THOMAS BROD RICK. 


Surrender of the patent communicated 10 the councel. — Proceedings and joy 
thereupon. —Difficulties to be apprehended about the manner of addreſſing the 
king.—Is inclined to promote the ſupplies. 


(Dublin, Aug. 27, 1725.) YESTERDAY morning my lord lieutenant's 
private ſecretary monſieur Balaquier came to my houſe to acquaint me Mr. 
Edgecumbe was landed, and had brought diſpatches concerning a matter of 
conſequence; and that my lord intended to impart the news firſt to me; to 
which end he was ordered to call on me, and tell me his excellencye deſired 
to ſee me at the caſtle as ſoon as I could this evening. Before he came I 
had received my friend's letter of the 14th incloſed in your's of the ſixteenth 
from the Bath. But by the by, whoever recommended that meſſenger, would 


hardly have thought him a proper perſon, if he had been privy to the import 


of your letter; for that gentleman withdrew from Ireland to avoid being ex- 

amined as to his knowledge how far a certain great man knew of, or was con- 
cerned in the procuring or ſupporting that patent: I mean he who ſaid, that 
lord M. was at length turned out. If opportunitye offers, you or any freind 
of mine may fay his favorite patent is brought to an end, notwithſtanding all 
the methods taken to reconcile people to it. | : 
The 
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The matter was imparted to me at the caſtle under the greateſt confidence, 
as not having been communicated to any body before; but I could not con- 
ceal its being no news to me, who had an account from another hand; and I 
can no more conceal from you, that I mett the ſpeaker coming out of the 
caſtle juſt as I came into the yard, but poſſibly it was not told him. My lord 
imparted the thing to the councel, which was ſaid (by the ſummons) to be called 
on extraordinary buſineſſe. Every body, you may be ſure, was extremely de- 
lighted with the news, and they ſeemed to me to ſhew moſt joy, who had 
hitherto never given that project any avowed oppoſition. But the ſpeaker's 
zeal carryed him ſoe far, as to uſe this over rhetorical expreſſion, that he be- 
lieved God Almighty inſpired the miniſtry, who adviſed his majeſtye to the 
meaſures he had taken to have the patent ſurrendred, and, as I underſtood, 
he ſaid, he roſe to congratulate or give thanks in the name of all the people 
(the laſt words he actually uſed) and ſhould propoſe an addreſſe of thanks to 
his majeſtye, if he were not ſenſible that would more properly be moved elſe- 
where, and I think, ventured to undertake for one, if not both houſes of par- 
liament, that the thing would be done. Which put me in mind of a paſſage 
in one of Shakeſpeare's playes, where Owen Glendower (a proud Welchman) 
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in a rant ſaid, that at his birth the ſkyes were all on fire, to which Harry 


Piercy anſwered with juſt contempt, that ſoe they would have been, if his 

mother's catt had kittened at that time. | 
My lord lieutenant, you may be fure, repreſented the thing in the ſtrongeſt 
terms as a great condeſcenſion, and an act of great goodneſs in his majeſtye; 
and this I think might reaſonably be expected to be his ſtyle, but the arch- 
biſhop gave it the term of a piece of juſtice done by his majeſtye to this king- 
dome. I confeſſe that I apprehend the truth lies (as it often doth between 
diſputants) in the middle, and that neither of them was in the right (to ſpeak 
the real truth) if they confined their thoughts to the narrownefs of the expreſ- 
ſions by them uſed. For my part, I doe think the eaſing the kingdome of 
that patent, was an ad which the king owed in juſtice, and which they might 
with modeſtye hope from his majeſtye's tender regard for, and affection to 
them. But I doe not think that the king was in any way obliged in juſtice to 
take thoſe methods, which brought Wood of his own accord, without a judge- 
ment againſt the patent, to ſurrender and give it up. And this certainly was 
a condeſcenſion in his majeſtye, and a great act of his goodneſſe, and a ſtrong 
inſtance of that gracious diſpoſition towards this kingdome, which ought to 
remove 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


. I. remove all fears of his entertaining any other thoughts of us, then as of a very 
0 © . 2 * 1 ; 
* ba — loyal part of his dominions, to ſay noe more. 


My lord lieutenant told me yeſterday, he reſolved not to make the ſpeech 
on the 7th of September, but that the houſes ſhall meet then, and the commons 
iſſue writs for new members, and the new peers and biſhops be introduced; 
and that then the houſes ſhould adjourn for a week or ten dayes, that the 
kingdome might, previous to the meeting of the parliament, be acquainted 


with the patent being laid aſide. I foreſee ſome difficultye, that I doubt will 


ariſe about the maner of addreſſing. Every body will with great duty and 


gratitude own his majeſtye's goodnefle in what hath been now done; but how - 


that will be done ſoe as not to give offence by mentioning the redreſſe to have 
ariſen upon the addreſſes of the houſes, complaining of the patent (which per- 
haps will not be liked) or elſe by making the thing a meer a& of grace and 
favour, to which this ſtrong objeQtion may be oppoſed, that the parliament 
hath, by their ſeveral addreſſes, mentioned this patent (in the maner it was 
obtained) to have been unprecedented, and very prejudicial to the kingdome; 
to which his majeſtye hath anſwered, that the patent he granted to William 
Wood, was what his anceſtors had from time to time done, &c. Theſe are 
not his words; but by my ſenſe, he by his anſwer claims it to be his right to 
grant a patent in the ſame maner, and upon the ſame information he granted 
this; and truly he hath been told all was right, that the kingdome wanted ſmall 
money, and that his majeſtye had not been miſinformed, &c.; but I confeſſe 
theſe are not the words of a certain report, but I take it to be the ſenſe of it. 
If then we own the procuring the patent to be ſurrendred to be an att of grace 
and favour; is not that an allowance, that in juſtice it might have been inſiſted 


upon as duly obtained and granted? and if that be ſoe will it not be in the 


power of the crown at any time hereafter to doe the ſame thing? though I am 
perſuaded, ſince this experiment hath hitherto had fo ill ſucceſſe, and met ſoe 
ſtrong oppoſition, I doe apprehend, the boldeſt miniſter will not think it ad- 
viſeable ſoon to ſteer the ſame courſe. 

But there ſeems to me an appearance that people may differ as to the me- 
rit of the thing. Some will believe they doe all that can be reaſonably ex- 
pected from them, if they forgett what is paſt (and that hath been a great deal) 
and proceed to buſineſſe, and give ſuch ſupplyes as they ſhould have judged 
reaſonable, if the day of paſſing Wood's patent had been (as Job wiſhed the 


day of his birth had been) not joined to the dayes of the year. But if I ap- 


prehend 
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prehend things right, it is hoped and perhaps expeRed, that in the ; Joy of our 
hearts for this great condeſcenſion, we ſhall ſupply very liberally, and perhaps be 
leſſe ſtriQ in ſcanning and looking into money matters. But the archbiſhop 
put the thing in this light the other day; a man (ſaith he) throws me into a 
mill pond, and then pulls me out of it, all over wett: hath he done me a fa- 
your, taking the matter altogether? I own, if we can ſteer clear of the dif- 
ficultyes ariſing from the maner of addreſſing, I ſhal be inclined to wink at 
any tolerable exceeding in the ſupply, without enquiring with eagle's eyes, 
what is to be done or hath been done with the money, If I ſhould ſuſpe& 


that it went a certain way, I ſhall conſider whether in prudence we are obliged 


to be too inquiſitive, and to put this difficultye on gentlemen who wiſh well 
to their countrey, to make them alway obnoxious, and give others opor- 
tunitye of confirming the great men in England, that they (and they only) now 
(as formerly) ſupport the king's intereſts. If you think I am wrong in this, 
you muſt not judge by the rules men are to take, who expect to live in this 
world with any quiet; but I cannot ſay, that I think the thing ſtrictly right. 
Farewell. I afſure you, I am glad the thing is ſo well over. Pray God fo 


unreaſonable a ſupply be not t puſhed for, as may divide us more then we have 
yet been. 


LORD MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Coden with lord Carteret about wording the addreſs of thanks, Is deler- 
mined to act with moderation and reſpect to the king. 


(Dublin, September 16, 1723.) I Had executed my promiſe to you in 
part, before I received your laſt, by declaring I would with the greateſt ſoft- 
neſſe and duty to his majeſtye, acknowledge his goodneſſe in caſing us from 


the apprehenſions and fears we lay under from Wood's patent, by his ma- 


zeſtye's interpoſing ſoe far as to have the patent reſigned and ſurrendred. But 
at the ſame time, I inſiſted on it, that we ſhould ſay it was done upon the 
humble repreſentation laid before his majeſtye by the parliament. The perſon 


with whom I diſcourſed ſeemed much to diſlike the later words, but was for | 


our ſaying, that the royal condeſcenſion and goodneſſe of the king in procur- 
ing the patent to be ſurrendered, filled the hearts of his ſubjects with a deep 
ſenſe, &c. and that the actual ſurrender, &c. had given us entire ſatisfaction. 

VOL. 11. PART 11. 3 K | Much 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Much ſtreſſe was laid on this, that it would not be ſaid in the ſpeech that it was 
the meer condeſcenſion and goodneſſe of the king; but I could not underſtand 
that condeſcenſion (without any other word) meant any thing but meer 


condeſcenſion, or goodneſſe any thing but pure goodnefle. I could not but 
obſerve great anxiety in the perſon with whom I converſed on this affair: 
and I with all poſſible earneſtneſſe intreated that room might be left us who 
wiſhed as well to his majeſtye as any people in this or any other of his do- 
, minions, to join in the addreſſe, becauſe, unleſſe it were an unanimous one, 
it would not be foe graceful, nor really ſoe much for his majeſtye's ſervice, 


as if it was the unanimous a of every member of the reſpeQive houſes, as I 
thought, it would or (at leaſt might be) if notice were taken that in condeſcen- 


ſion to the ſupplications and repreſentations of his parliament, his majeſty had 


been pleaſed to interpoſe fo as to obtain a voluntary ſurrender of Wood's 
patent, and thereby had removed all cauſes of apprehenſion from ny dangers 
which might fall on this kingdome by means of itt. 

Every body ſeeth what the difference in the diQtion is; and with what 
views one ſeems to be infiſted on by ſome, and to be diſliking to others. I 
know not what the event will be, but he with whom I talked ſeemed confi- 
dent of ſucceeding in the method he liked beſt, but at the ſame time to tell 
you the plain truth, I have great reaſon to doubt it. Time will try; for 


Tueſday draws on apace, and that night will give a ſhrewd light into the ſuc- 


ceſſe of this ſeſſion, which I will endeavour to render an eaſy one, yet till 
with a referve that the ſnake that feems now to be frozen to death, may not 


hereafter be found to have ſo much life left in him, as will enable him to ſting 
us to death. I think very much depends on the prudence and temper of the 
houſes in this great event; and I affure you I will ſet guard on my lips that 
J offend not with my tongue. The ill treatment I have received ſhall not urge 


me to doe any thing from reſentment, to the diſſervice of my prince or the 


prejudice of my countrey; and I refolve to have a ſtrict watch over the 
warmneſſe of my temper, and not to. permit it to carry me into any thing 


which is not perfectly confiſtent with the rules of virtue and duty. But till 
my main point is to ſteer clear of any thing which will in conſequence be pre- 


judicial to this kingdome ; and in theſe points I am unalterably fixed and de- 
termined, 
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LORD MIDL ETON TO THOMAS BROD RICK. Wood's 


Patent. 
4 coldly received at the caſlle.— Conduct of lord Carteret explained. — Fuſtifies — 
him ſe If againſt imputations of ratitad-. 1725. 


(Dublin, November 17, 1725.) I Have not been at the caſtle ſince Sun- Midleton 
day, when I was looked on very coldly, ſoe that conſidering how much worſe F. P.. 
matters have gone ſince that time, I have no great ground to hope being bet= Extra. 
ter looked on when I go thither next then I was on Sunday. I was not 
thought worthy to be ſpoken to on Sunday, about what would or ſhould be 
done the next day, tho Harry Boyle was conducted into the cloſet by the 
biſhop of Limerick, and immediately followed by When he came 
out, we found it was to endeavour to divert the ſtorm the next day, or to gett 
light into what was intended to be moved by the countrey gentlemen, But | 
no impreſſion could be made on our countreyman. 

To come to a concluſion. I labour under very oppoſite a joy that 
my countrey is (I hope) delivered from that which its repreſentatives thought | | 

| 
| 


would be very pernicious, and concern for the uneaſineſſe which (I believe) a 
diſappointment hath given ——,* and leaſt the ill ſucceſſe here may have a Carteret, 
farther influence on him elſewhere, I will in few words tell you my thoughts 

about him, which muſt go no farther. He was at the beginning poſſeſſed with | 
an opinion of the legalitye and innocencye of the patent as no way hurtful to | 
us. He was as deep in the conſent of parliament, juſtices, and councel, and | 
whole kingdome, as any one lord of the cockpit; he thought reducing the | 
ſumme to be coyned to 40,0007. was a matter of great grace and favor, and 
might have been repreſented iir ſuch a maner here, as that the ſumme would 
have been willingly received. He came over with an opinion that the juſtices 
had been remiſſe in laying before the country the matter of reducing the ſumme 
to 40,0001, and hoped by his addreſſe, to have reconciled people to it, or if 
they ſhould be refraftory, to have made it underſtood, that it would not be 
for the ſervice of thoſe who made oppoſition, Att his firſt coming, he gave 
himſelf an air of letting people ſee he expected to meet no oppoſition, or to 
ſurmount all he ſhould meet, and of making thoſe who were ſo hardy to give 
Oppoſition, repent it. I believe the proſecution intended againſt the Drapier's 
(bad) letter, was intended to intimidate him or any other perſon. from writing 
on the ſubje& of Wood's copper coyne, and not only for thoſe things which every 
body allowed the paper to be faulty in; and this 7 believe from particular rea- 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


letter, and after he ſaw in what maner the diſcharging the grand jury was re- 
ſented) that the temper of the whole people was averſe to Wood's coyne, and 
that it was not a faction or party only raiſed againſt it, that there was a neceſ- 
fitye to doe ſomething to pacifye people's minds; but faw the method pre- 
ſcribed to the juſtices (to publiſh the -reduQtion of the whole ſumme to 
40,0001.) would be of no avail. His next thought was. to order the 


judges of aſſize to aſſure the country in their circuits, and to ſatisfye the 


people the halfpence would not be brought in among them: and this they 
did fo far, that the countrey feemed eaſy and not to be under much con- 
cern on that account; but that proceeded from an opinion they had, that 
the patent would be called in or given up before the meeting of the parlia- 
ment. Whereas it is very poſſible he expected the parliament might be 
brought together, and meet in fuch a temper as (if the halfpence were not 
brought into the kingdome, nor the patent given up) it might remain in being. 
and all that had been done would have been paſſed over in filence. It is 
true, that —— read part of a letter to me, which (as it was read) ſeemed to 
me to impart, that it was his opinion, the. patent muſt be given up. But 
matters were ſo ordered between your fide of the water and this, that we 
heard nothing of the reſolutions taken in England till Auguſt laſt, when the 
parliament was fitting, and what paſſed then you well know. Then the giving 
up the patent, and his majeſtye's part in it, muſt be repreſented as matter of 
condeſcenſion and royal favor (againſt which I adviſed, apprehending it was 
meant as a ſhooing horn for attaining ſome things which could not with any. 
good grace have been inſiſted on otherwiſe) and I much doubt, ſome hopes 
if not aſſurances, have been given by —— that ſomething very ſatisfactory to. 
the perſons who had obtained that boon ſhould be found out. This, I fear, 
is at the bottom; and if it be, the diſappointment will be as far fatal as the 
looſing the ſupport of the perſons who expect, can be ſoe. Adieu. 

The ſucceſſe at the beginning of the ſeſſion in carrying the words royal fa- 
vour and condeſcenſion, in the addreſſe to his majeſtye, and of ſupplying the 
deficiencyes in that to my lord lieutenant, gave, I believe, ſuch hopes, that it 
was believed nothing could be propoſed that would not be carryed; but men 
ſhould diſtinguiſh between general expreſſions of compliment in addreſſes, and 
votes for taxing the nation: men weigh the later more before they come into | 
them then they doe the former. | 

I will not conclude this without wing you, that a gentleman of my ac- 

quaintance, 
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qu naintance, who bath a friend very converſant at the caſtle, tells me his friend Wood's 
informed him that the common topick of diſcourſe at the caſtle is the obliga» .. 
tions lord ——* hath laid on lord M—— and that all theſe diſappointments 1723. 
are owing to the later. I aſked him whether lord M. was taxed with having * Carteret. 
promiſed any thing which he did not perform, he ſaid not. I have often 
| heard M. ſay he owed great obligations to lord C. and I am ſure he never did | | 
nor ever will diſown them: but J have reaſon to believe he never could think | | 
it juſt, honourable, or handſome, to pay a perſonal debt of gratitude, by aQting 
in a publick truſt contrary to that which in his judgement, was expected from | 
him by, and was due to the publick. But lord M. thinks it is-not prudent to 8 | 
tax him in this maner, as if he were the cauſe of all that is taken amiſſe. | 
Surely if the things expected were in themſelves reaſonable, the management 
of affairs is in ſoe able hands, that they would have been made appear to be | | 
ſoe; and if that had been done, what intereſt of any particular perſon could in | 
a reaſonable thing prevail againſt right, when all honeſt men, all the miniſtry, 
and dependants and expeCtants of all forts, are taken into the number? What 
arguments could one private man uſe to theſe perſons to overballance thoſe on 
the other fide? But from the time I declared myſelf in November 1724, to be 
againſt giving any advice, till the patent was ſurrendred, I have not obſerved 
that I ever was ſo happy to be able to propoſe or adviſe * one thing which 
was thought fit to be followed. Farewell. 


— —————— rr 


Intended e geg of the Drapier's letters. — Endorſed in lord Midleton's 
hand- writing.“ This paper was left at my houſe in my abſence on 20 Sept. 
and brought to me by one of my ſervants while I was at dinner in the preſence 
of my ſon, Mr. Wall, and Mr. Slatery. I ordered the ſervant to tell the man 
who left it, that I would not by any means conſent to the dedication of the 
Drapiers to me, and if done, would complain of the printer.“ 


| TO THE RIGHT HON. AEAN, LORD VISCOUNT MIDLETONs 
Mv LORD, | | 
N have ſo ſignally intereſted your ſelf in aſſerting the dying liberty of Midleton 
your country, that to offer the following papers to any other, would be the Papers. 


greateſt injuſtice I could poſſibly be guilty of to your lordſhip's character, 
which muſt attend the fame of the greateſt ſovereigns that have adorn'd the 
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Period III. 
17201 to 1727. 
— ' A 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Britiſh throne through the memoirs of futurity. But among all the great 
halfpence juſtly demands the nation's thanks: and, in my humble opinion, the 


Drapier himſelf would have been intirely filent in that affair, had he not had 
fo glorious an example as your lordſhip to follow, whoſe every action teſtifies 


to the world, that your greateſt glory is being what the ancient Romans ſo ar- 


_— defir'd, a pater patriæ. 
I humbly beg pardon for my preſumption, and remain with all rhe 
| My lord, | 
You lordſhip” s moſt humble, and moſt obedient run 
GORE FAULKNER. 


— 


1725. 


LETTERS BETWEEN SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, LORD TOWN- 
. SHEND, THE EARL OF ILAY, AND OTHERS, RELATING 
TO THE TUMULTS IN * — 


SAINT Joun BRODRICK TO LORD MIDLETON., 


Thomas Brodrick propoſes to enforce the payment of the malt tax in Scotland. — 
Mal pole at fo oppoſes it, but finally accedes. | 
MV LORD, | London, Feb. 8, 17234. 
Am to acknowledge the favour of three of your letters, of the 25th, 27th, 
and goth of January. The two firſt came by Wedneſday's poſt, but dining 


the next day with the duke of Roxburgh, and ſtaying pretty late there, I could 
not anſwer them at that time. Before I enter into particulars, I think it 


neceſſary in general to tell you, that as the letter for conſtituting or naming 
lords Juſtices, is not yet come, ſo you muſt not expe any other account of 
your affair, but that it ſtill continues upon as good a foot as poſſible, nor can 
I yet ſee the leaſt danger of its miſcarrying. Tis very eaſy, however, to 
diſcern the different inclinations of ſome of our great men by their very dif- 
ferent behaviour to me. From one fide, I meet with more civility and good. 
neſs than I can well expreſs, and I am perſuaded, they are very fincere in their 


profeſſions ; other people talk always in general terms, but ſo as they would 


have 


attions of your lordſhip's life, your late conduR in the affair of the copper- 
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have me beleive, they are and always were very good freinds to our family, Tumults in 
Scotla! 
and that even at this time, they have not a thought of doing the leaſt injury to — 


any one of them. Theſe are their own words; and as they will in a very ſhort 


time have an opportunity of explaining themſelves, ſo I ſhall defer giving my 
opinion of them till then. I could wiſh, however, that the buſineſs of the Scotch 
malt tax. had not hapned, at leaſt that my uncle had not appear'd ſo warmly in it, 
till your's were over. The caſe is this: ever fince the end of the war, they 

have been charg'd with the ſame duty upon malt, 6d. per buſhel, with En- 
gland; but this being more then that commodity will bear, as they ſay, they have 
never paid one farthing to that tax, which you know is a very greivous one 
here, and conſequently muſt imagine the Engliſh members were not well ſatisfyed 
to ſee them eſcape without paying one farthing, where they pay 750, 000 l. per 
annum. My uncle, among others, has always roar'd at this, and mov'd yeſ- 
terday to adjourn the committee of ways and means, where the malt tax was 
propos'd, till Monday, in order to think of ſome method to oblige Scotland 
to pay ſomething to it. This was oppos'd by Mr. W-—, but after ſome 
debate, he was oblig'd to give it up, and I beleive. twill. admit of a pretty 
long one a Monday, and if not carryed, there. will be at leaſt a pretty cloſe 
diviſion upon it. I own I don't ſee how inſiſting upon fo juſt a thing can 
reaſonably give any offence; but as tis a. method with ſome people to tax 
thoſe who either refuſe to go into, or oppoſe their jobs, with obſtrufting.the 
king's meaſures, ſo tis not impoſſible but this turn may be given my uncle's 
behaviour; and for that reaſon 1 preſt him, and made uſe of all the little in- 
tereſt I have, to prevail with him not to take the lead in this affair, but to no 
purpoſe. I own I cannot enter into their reaſons, tho' I ſubmit entirely to 


their advice, who think the way to attain what every honeſt man wiſhes for, 


the humbling — is to go thro? this ſeſſion as quietly. and with as little op- 
poſition as poſlible; and therefore I reſolve not only not to enter into the 
debate on Monday, but to divide with thoſe who are for keeping things upon 
the foot they now are, being convinced of this certain truth, that tis neceſſary 
ſometimes to give up one's opinion in leſſer matters, in order to attain thoſe 
of greater conſequence. 


MR. 
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Period III. 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


MR. JOHN CAMPBELL TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


1720 to 1727. 


— — On the temper F the people of Glaſgow.—Concluſfion of the 9 


1725. 


Campbell 
Papers. 


Wade. 


1 Forbes. 


tion of the frewers at E n. 
sm, Edinburgh, July 37, 1723. 
Am very ſenſible that you have accounts from much better hands, of the 
ſituation of affairs in this country. But as they happen to be at preſent in 
my poor opinion, of that conſequence, as to deſerve the attention of the go- 
vernment, I hope my laying the preſent map of the country before you, will 
not be miſconſtructed. The preſent temper of the people of Glaſgow, from 
whence all the ferment took its riſe, is a very odd one. When the general * 
and my lord advocateft went thither to enquire into the authors of the barbarous 


riot there, they indeed found ſome people who condemned the mob; but 


they found a combination among the citizens to conceal the aftors, and they 
found nobody in authority there, had been at the leaſt pains to make diſco- 
verys. The honour of the government was concerned in puniſhing theſe ma- 
giſtrats publickly : I believe it was for that reaſon they were brought in here as 
priſoners, but the behaviour of the lords of juſticery, eſpecially the lord 
Juſtice Clerks, in relation to theſe gentlemen, has had the effect to render them 
yet more inſolent then ever. When they came hither, they were accom- 
panyed by a great number of their inhabitants, who, by their upbraiding of 
our people in this place, as betrayers of the intereſts of their country, whoſe 
ſubmiſſion to the law would have the effect of wreathing the unſupportable 
burden of the malt tax about their necks, ſo ſpirited the people, that in a 


few days after, we heard of a criminal combination entered into among our 


brewers, neither to give ſecurity for the duty of ſtock on hand, nor to brew 
one drop after the firſt of them was ſummoned to appear before the Juſtices, 
in order to be decerned for that purpoſe. 

Mr. Dundaſs is the ſpring, to which the ſucceſs of their ſowing ſedition is 
owing, The gentlemen who accompanyed the magiſtrats being moſtly the tools 
he had employed to overturn the magiſtracy of Glaſgow at the election, and 
they now ſerved him as ſo many guards upon them, to prevent their being 
ſpoke to by any body, but ſuch perſons as would cheriſh them in their madneſs. 
The poor unhappy gentlemen themſelves, while upon their way, were reſolved 
to have thrown themſelves upon the mercy of the government, and by a letter 

whach 
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which I Jaw, to their recorder here, commanded him to preſent an application to Tumults in 


the lord advocate for that purpoſe ; but Mr. Dundaſs waited to receive them at 
the gate of the priſon, and ſoon prevail'd with them to committ themſelves. 
implicitly to him. Their ſucceſs before the court of juſticery was triumphed 
in as a victory over the government. And to ridicule their coming out of 


Glaſgow as priſoners, two of them, who went home next day after they were 
| bailed, being met upon the road by a great number of inhabitants, they re- 


entered Glaſgow in a chaiſe, amidſt the acclamations of the croud, and with 
bells ringing, being preceeded by all the gray horſe in the company, and fol- 


lowed by the black. I ſubmitt itt to you, whether it may not be for the ſer- 


vice of the government, and the quiet of the countrey, that theſe gentlemen 


be called up to London to anſwer for their conduct, and that very ſoon too, 


ſince they think themſelves above being puniſhed in this countrey, and I am 
affraid not unjuſtly, conſidering the preſent frenzy that prevails. It's very 
poſſible the doing this would have a very good effect on other towns. 

It's true the provoſt and other three magiſtrats, who went home ſome days 
after, went in very privately, the prattiſe of the other's having been diſ- 
aproved of, even by their abettors here; but the people of that place are as 
ſeditious in their behaviour now as ever, and infuſe ſentiments wherever they 
have acceſs, deſtruQtive of the quiet of the countrey. They have but too 
well ſucceeded here, for Mr. Dundaſs and they have wrought up our people 
to a belief, that ſubmiſſion to the law is the ready way to cutt themſelves ſhort 
of their relief from a tax, which, in their preſent ſituation, their trade can not 
bear; and has rivetted them, 1 am affraid, in a reſolution neither to give ſe- 
curity for the duty, nor to brew, if they are judicially called upon for 
payment. | = 

Theſe poor men, however criminal their combination is, are very much to 

be pitted; their adviſors are more guilty then they : my lord advocate thought 
| fo, and therefore, while general Wade was bringing troops together to pre- 
ſerve the peace of the place, if any thing ſhould fall out, he left no means un- 
eſſayed, that the witt of man could ſuggeſt to bring them out of their deluſion; 
but all was in vain, they had given themſelves up to Mr. Dundaſs, body and 
foul. He from time to time gave them aſſurances, they were ſafe in keeping 
to their reſolutions, and ſo ſtrong is the inchantment with which he holds them, 
tat it is impoſſible to perſwade them they are in any ſort of danger, or that they 
are making it impracticable for their friends to help them. 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


On Thurſday laſt, the lords of the ſeſſion publiſhed an aft of ſederunt, com=- 
manding the brewers to appear next 'day before them, to give ſecurity to 
continue brewing; a copy of which 1 encloſe; and as they all concurred in 
voting this att, fave the juſtice clerk and lord Tweedale, every body imagined 
it would have had the effect to bring the brewers to their ſenfes. But Mr. 
Dundaſs having mett with them that evening, ſpirited them up a afreſh; and 
inſtead of giving fecurity, prevail'd with them to ſign a petition, which he 
drew for them. This petition, the lords appointed. to be burned yeſterday, by 
the hand of the common hangman, as a falfe, a ſcandelous, and a ſeditious 
paper; yet none of the brewers have ſubmitted, ſave one gentleman, who is a 
preſent magiſtrate of Edingburgh, who upon that account meets with the treat- 
ment naturally to be expected from the preſent temper of the people. T ill 
Thurſday laſt, I did not obſerve the Jacobites take any part in enereaſing the 
flame, but fince that, they have ſhown - themſelves. induſtrioufly of his fide of 
the queſtion. General Wade has ſhow'd a very great and prudent concern 
for the peace of this place. It is to this in a great meaſure it is owing, that 
| hitherto we have had no tumults. But I never knew this country at any time 
ſo much diſpoſed to be mad. The magiftrats and council of this city, con- 
tinue in a very good temper. We are upon our guard as much as we can be, 
but while this firebrand continues among us, it's hard to ſay, we will alwiſe 
be ſo. I encloſe a copy of the lords their order to us for n the 5 
ton, which Was n executed. 1 25 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE To LORD TOWNSHEND. 
© Troubles i in Scotland not ſuppreſſed. 


(London, July 29—Auguſt 9, 1725). ALTHO' the affairs of Scotland 
are now the chief object of men's thoughts and converſations, I have not as 
yet troubled your lordſhip with my thoughts on that ſubject, til I am. able to 
form a better judgment about them, and to give my humble opinion to his 
majeſty upon mature deliberation, and ſhall only fay at preſent, that I am far 
from thinking that the troubles there are over. On the contrary, I greatly ap- 
prehend it will come to be a ſerious matter, and prove as difficult a taſk as 
any thing that has happened ſince his majeſty's acceſſion, 


SIR 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


of ſecretary of ſtate for Scotland. 


443 


Tumults in 
Scotland. 


Hints at the neceſſity of removing the duke of Roxburgh, and aboliſhing the office > 


1725. 


(beats Auguſt 13—24, 1725.) AS I write by the poſt, I muſt not be Hardwicke 


to particular, but I thought it proper to acquaint you, that fince my long 


Papers. 


letter to you, baron Lant is arrived from Scotland; and in diſcourſing with Extract. 


him upon the Rate of affairs there, and the proper remedies for this great 
confuſion, he told me very frankly and very explicitly, that nothing could 
conquer the preſent diſorder, but the meaſure that I preſumed humbly to ad- 
wiſe, naming the perſon and thing; and I do affure you, I did not drop one 
word that ſhould lead him to ſuch an opinion, nor let him ſuſpect that I had 
ſuch a thought. But he ſays this whole affair in Scotland is underſtood, by 
every mortal in the manner that we look upon it here, and that even the moſt 
cautious and diſcreet are amazed that it is not done, and that the whole conteſt 
is for nothing elſe. He explains himſelf for a total abolition of the office, 
What makes me think this intelligence of more weight than ordinary is, that 


your lordſhip knows baron Lant's charaQter and attachment cannot render him 


fulpefed as partial at all to my way of thinking, 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE. FARL OF ILAY» 


On the tumults of Scotland.—Is of opinion that the brewers ſhould be permitted 
to raiſe the price of their beer. 
| Chelſea, Auguſt 14, 1725. 


1 Send you incloſed, a copy of lord Townſhend's laſt letter to the duke of Campbell 
Papers. 


My DEAR LORD, 


Newcaſtle, chat your lordſhip may be fully informed of the ſentiments at 
Hanover, of what is doing where you are. The ſeverall things ſuggeſted are 
little new, and almoſt agreable to the meaſures that had been thought on here, 
and which were laid afide for good reaſons. However your lordſhip will give 
them a due conſideration, that if any thing can be ſtruck out, that is praftica- 


ble, we may have your lordfhip's opinion, upon which the neceſſary orders | 


ſhall be ſent down. Equivalent Campbell's propoſal of carrying on the brew- 
ing trade, if the magiſtrates of Edingburgh dare ſuffer it to be tried, and can 
be made effeftual, would do the buſineſſe, and if either that or any thing elſe 
that can be thought on which wants nothing but a fund of creditt, will do the 


31 2 buſineſſe, 


ca- 
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buſineſſe, creditt ſhall not be wanting; for we muſt pour water into the well, 
if nothing elſe will raiſe the water. 

If any particular brewer, ſuch as the ſingle magiſtrate of Edingburgh, who 
upon the ſummons of the court of ſeſſion, would exert and endeavour to do 
all that is poſſible to be done, a creditt ſupplied to him, which I would anſwer 


for, if he ſucceeded, would make the whole flock follow him as faſt backward, 


as they have run into the other way. But I am of opinion, if the conſtruttion 


of thearticle of union which Mr, Scrope himſelf diſcourſed your lordſhip about, 


can be brought to bear, and the price of beer therein mentioned, be looked 
upon as deſcriptive only, and not conditional, and in conſequence of this 
conſtruction, the brewers be permitted to advance the price of their drink, 

without having the duty increaſed upon them, directions to commiſſioners of 


exciſe in purſuance of this opinion, might probably contribute more to the 


quelling theſe diſcords, than any other method whatſoever. Such orders from 
the government would at leaſt leave the country inexcuſable, and I ſee no ob- 
jektion, if it is legal, to our giving ſuch orders, if in the execution of them 
due care is taken, that the kind of drink is not altered; I mean, if the ſtrength 
and goodneſſe is not increaſed, altho' the price be, I ſee no reaſon to raiſe 


the duty. 


Campbell 
Papers, 


I muſt not omit leting your jordſhip know, that the aſſurances from Ha- 
nover of ſupporting the meaſures that ſhall be reſolved upon, in my private 
letter from lord Townſhend, go much further than what I here ſend you, that 


1 am very ſanguine about the ſucceſſe of the long letter I wrote. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


Leaves the method of proceeding in regard to the diſturbances in Scotland, prin- 
cipally to his grace and fir Robert Walpole ; but ſuggeſts ſome hints for the 


purpoſe of cruſhing the combination of brewers.=Commends the earl of Ilay, 


MY LORD, Hanover, Auguſt 17, 1725, 


1 received yeſterday by Parry the meſſenger, your grace's diſpatch of the 

goth July, which I laid before the king; and as his majeſty was moſt 
alete with that part of your letter, wherein your grace mentions the diffi- 
culties which we are ſtill like to meet with in raiſing the malt duty in Scotland, 
and particularly with the informations you had received from Edingburgh of 
the reſolutions the brewers there ſeem to have come to of leaving off brewing, 


as 
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as ſoon. as the officers ſhould diſtrain for the malt duty, his majeſty there. Tumults in 
"0" . Scotland. 
upon eſpecially commanded me to let your grace know, that he is perſuaded C__» 
that ſo ſmall a ſumm of money as that propoſed to be raiſed by the malt tax, 1725. 
compared with the advantages which will accrue to all the growers of corn, 
by the draw-back on malt, could never have ſuch an effect on the minds of the 
people of Scotland, nor produce in them ſuch atts of folly and madneſs, were 
they not ſpirited up to that pitch, not only by jacobites, but alſo by incendiarys 
from other quarters. However, as any diſturbance at this time, may have a 
double ill effect upon the king's affairs, not only by putting things in confu- 
ſion at home, but particularly by giving them a wrong turn abroad, when 
the emperor and king of Spain will not fail to promiſe great advantages to 
themſelves, from the leaſt commotion that may ariſe in Scotland; his majeſty 
therefore does not doubt, but on ſo critical a junQure, your grace and my 
brother Walpole, with all thoſe who have his majeſty's ſervice at heart, will 
give the utmoſt attention to the carrying on this buſineſs with prudence and 
vigour, ſo as on the one hand, not to give up the collecting of the malt duty, 
as it is preſcribed by law, and on the other, to take care to ad with ſuch pre- 
caution as not to drive things to extremities, or plunge the country in confuſion, 
before the meeting of the parliament. | 
His majeſty cannot take upon him at this diſtance, to ſuggeſt what meaſures 
ſhall be moſt proper and effectual for obtaining theſe ends. Your grace and my 
brother Walpole are on the ſpot, and are more diſtinaly informed of the 
working of this evil, and what remedies are to be applied. And I aſſure you, 
his majeſty places an entire confidence, both in your abilities and zeal for his 
ſervice, and will rely on thoſe meaſures which you ſhall judge adviſeable to 
be taken on this occaſion; . promiſing you at the ſame time, his aſſiſtance in all 
things neceſſary towards carrying through what ſhall be reſolved on. 
The king thinks, that the combination of the brewers at Edingburgh, may 
be attended with moſt dangerous conſequences. For ſhould they perſiſt in their 
deſign, and ſhould their example be followed by the chief towns throughout 
the kingdom of Scotland, this fingle att of theirs might put the common peo- 
ple under the greateſt neceſlity, and conſequently throw them into the greateſt 
fury and diſtraction. How far the magiſtrates of Edingburgh are able to go in 
this caſe, or what power they have to force the brewers to carry on their trade, 
his majeſty cannot pretend to judge here. Neither can he determine whether, 
if they were forced to go on againſt their wills, the bad beer they might in ſuch* 
| caſe 
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Period III. caſe FRY would not enrage the populace as much, and have as bad effect as 
1 they left of their trade all on a ſudden. 


1728. 


Under theſe difficulties, I muſt ſuggeſt to your grace a e which the 
king mentioned to me on the peruſal of your letter. His majeſty obſerved, that 
the magiſtrates of Edinburgh have notice, that ſuch a combination is forming, 
and therefore thinks, if they have vigour, zeal, © 41 reſolution enough towards 
carrying on his ſervice, they may ſummon all the brewers before them, ac- 


quaint them with the informations they have received, and require them to de- 


clare, if there is any truth in the advice of their having entered into ſuch a 
pernicious combination, and if they own they have, they ſhould firſt intimidate 
them with ſuch reprimands and threats as they think proper, and then privately 
try to break the combination, by getting ſome particular brewers to go on with 
their brewing, and promiſing them all encouragement and ſupport, if they will 
abandon ſo extravagant a deſign, as their fellow traders would bring them into. 
But if they ſhall find the combination ſo ſtrong, and the brewers ſo obſtinate, 
that no impreſſion of that ſort can be made among them, then the magiſtrates 
ſhould let them know, that unleſs they will ſubmit to pay the malt duty ap- 
pointed by parliament, without putting the officers to the trouble of diſtraining, 
and will engage to go on with their trade as formerly, and brew as good beer 
as they uſed to do; they the magiſtrates will find out and appoint other peo- 
ple to go on with the brewery, and ſet up public brewhouſes for the uſe of 
the town. If this project be judged practicable, his majeſty thinks it ſhould be 
put in execution out of hand, before the officers come to diſtrain for the malt 
duty; and that preparations ſhould be made from England, as well as at Edin- 


- burgh, towards ſhewing them that care ſhall be taken of the brewery, and that 


other brew-houſes will be ſet up, even at the expence of the publick, in caſe 
the preſent brewers continue ſullen. And the ſame expedient the king imagines 
may be put in prattice, if neceſſary, in any other towns, where the like com- 
bination is ſet on foot, and in the county's where the juſtices of the peace are 
well inchned and have courage to aR. 

This that I have now written to your grace, is a thought which the king 
ordered me to ſuggeſt to the conſideration of his ſervants in England, and 


his majeſty does not queſtion, but you will either model this in fuch manner, or 


ſtrike out ſuch other expedients on this occaſion, as may prevent the pernici- 
ous deſigns of the enemies of his government in Scotland ; and his majeſty is 
perſuaded, that if by any means the brewers may be made to fear, that they 


may 
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may happen to loſe their trades, if they perſiſt in their unreaſonable obſtinacy, Tumults in 

they will ſubmit to the law, and quietly pay the eaſy tax which the parliament \ — 

has laid upon them. 1725. 
The king was highly pleaſed to find by your grace's letter, that my lord Ilay 

was gone to Scotland. His majeſty has a great opinion of his capacity and 

zeal to do him ſervice there in this juncture; and your grace will do well to 

let his lordſhip know his majeſty's orders concerning his journey, and how ac- 

ceptable it was to him to hear that he had anticipated them by his diligence and 

activity; his majeſty being deſirous by all means that his lordſhip ſhould be 

encouraged to exert that ſkill, dexterity, and influence he has in Scotland, 


rr TTT 


3 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND- 


The troubles of Scotland increaſe, and are principally owing to a conteſt for 
power. — Dule * ne counteratts the meaſures of government. 


MY LORD, London, Auguſt 17-28, 1725, 
Have nothing in particular to 1 your lordſhip: with, in relation to the jg oa 
affairs of Scotland, but to acquaint you, that almoſt every particular method 

that your lordſhip ſuggeſted towards bringing the Scotch to reaſon, have Cong 
been before thought of, and ſome of them attempted and found ineffeQual, 
others were ſuch, as the magiſtrates of Edinburgh dare not to attempt. 

You will have had an account of the proceedings of the lords of ſeſſion, 
which was making uſe of the greateſt authority in Scotland, to break the com- 
bination of the brewers, but your lordſhip will ſee how little effect that has 
had; and by the accounts received yeſterday, the 10th of this month, the day 
appointed for the brewers by the court of ſeſſion, to give ſecurity to carry on 
their trade, is expired, and not one brewer has complied with it. And the 
lords of ſeſſion have deferred doing any thing further upon the diſobedience 
to them, till they ſee what ſucceſs the advocate has in his proceedings towards 
levying the duties, and this I look upon as an unfortunate incident ; for now 
the diſpute will be barely between the king's officers and the malſters, upon 
non-payment of the duties. But if the lords of ſeſſion had proceeded in de- 
fence and ſupport of their own juriſdiction, the weight and authority of that 
court, which has hitherto commanded the greateſt deference and regard 
throughout all Scotland, would have been of great conſequence to us. But 
the lords of ſeſſion ſeem to be a little diſheartened, and though the lords juſ- 
tices have in the ſtrongeſt manner approved and commended their conduct, I 

ans 


\ 
li; 
} f 
1 
* 1 
1 
1 F ll 
[441 
"42 
4 Mu IF 
14 
137 
i 1 [i 
1 MI 
"IN 
| 1. 
3911545 
ii 
l N 
{1 ty 15 
{ 20M 
{hang 
Wt 
iin 
z P 
Is 
e 
4 y 
{HOLTON 
F 4 
! . 
il 
N Ie 
? 1 
1 
1 10 
1 * 
14 206 
Nin. 
ON 3 
| ELLEN 
7 4 Ww T6 
> SRO 
t 
l 
N 
" Man 
wy 9 
1. 
N 
B's 
Y, 
[Pt 
1 Wl” 
A I. 1 
. 7 - 19 
4 "Ld 
Na 
i 
1. . 
14 x? * 1 
145 > il 
| nu 
1 uy 
MI. 
L 44 
iin 
n 
e 
. 
4 1996. 
. 
17 
e 
9 14 
n 
i N * yi 
eee 
ieee 
ee 
ll 
”, 50.008 
k 
Fw 
1 
ei 
e 
Ll WI. 
17 SM 
; fl 
i oY 
* eh 
: Mai 
1 4 N 
75 WH. 
99 1. 
r 
1 c . 
"1 B00 
is 
7 4 
4 5 al 
1 It tv q 
WT 
q 1 
J's” 110 
1 f! 4 
mw 4: 
15 1. 
WI TN 
* * 1 
W e 
a} * N 
.. id 
1133) 
ty Ie, bt 
| 488 
1 
+3088 
WES» 
1 
1 
fo EI 
(fl q [4 j 
WHL) 
0 
\ a, 4 
_ C1 20 AY 
1 415 
+ 38 
e 
* BI 
8 2 Wal 
1 Ov: 
i In 
FE oP 
| 
143 
5 


448 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


n am afraid that is look'd upon only as a compliment of courſe, ſince nothing 
< ＋ follows upon it. 1 intirely agree with your lordſhip, that the two extremes 


1725 . 


are to be avoided, if tis poſſible, and we are to endeavour neither to give up 
the raiſing the malt tax, nor to fling the country into confuſion. But for the 


firſt, there is no medium: for they not only refuſe to pay the duties for the 


ſtock that has been ſurveyed and charged, but they abſolutely refuſe to give ſe- 
curity for payment at three or four months diſtance, which has been offered 
to gain time, which brings us under an immediate neceſſity either of levying 
the duties by diſtreſs, or not levying them at all. If any orders from thence 
ſhould put a ſtop to the execution of the aQ, then we ſhall be told next winter, 


that a want of reſolution in the government is the only blame. 


By the laſt letters from the advocate, which came in laſt night, he ſeems to 
conceive ſome hopes, that he may be able to do ſome good, by a new thought 
which occurred to me, and I ſuggeſted to him; which is by ſuffering the re- 
tailers of beer to advance the price of the drink, without advancing the duty 
upon them. This is a conſtruQtion of the article of union relating to the ex- 
Ciſe, which has hitherto been taken otherwiſe; but I am of opinion, it will bear 
this conſtruftion, if we find it will do, ſhall venture to give orders accord- 
ingly, which muſt come from the treaſury, at leaſt, as the only plauſible ob- 


 JefQtion they have, is founded on the opinion, that they are reſtrained to the 
price of their drink, notwithſtanding the malt tax is paid, which they call an 


additional charge, and ſuch as the price of the drink will not afford to pay; if 
this objection is removed, and they are ſuffered to raiſe the price of drink in 
proportion to the duty paid without an additional duty, they will be left in- 
excuſable, when it will be impoſſible for the brewers or malſters any longer 
to infiſt, that they are not able to pay the duties, which then will be born by 
the conſumers. But, my lord, when we have tried every thing, I cannot but 
have recourſe to the opinion I have already given, and tho* no man can foretel 
where or how this will end, 'tis moſt certain the whole ſprings from a conteſt 
for power, and this I dare affirm is the opinion of every thinking man in Scot- 
land. His majeſty can only determine, but I beg leave to obſerve, that the 
preſent adminiſtration is the firſt that was ever yet known to be anſwerable for 
the whole government, with a ſecretary of ſtate,“ for one part of the kingdom, 
who they are aſſured acts counter to all their meaſures, or at leaſt, whom they 
cannot in the leaſt confide in. 


* John, duke of Roxburgh. 
| SIR 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF ILAx. Tumults in 


The duke of Roxburgh diſmiſſed from the office of ſecretary of ſtate for 


Scotland, 


Would not looſe the opportunity of this poſt to acquaint you with what I am 

confident will be ſome ſatisfaction to you, amidſt the troubles and difficulties, 
which I am ſenſible you are very hardly beſett with; and when you have read 
this, I dare ſay, you will make no farther uſe, nor take any notice at all of 
it, until you ſhall hear in form, that the king's orders are actually executed. 

I this day received an expreſſe from Hanover, which brought the king's 
orders to the duke of Roxburgh to deliver up the ſeals of his office to the duke 
of Newcaſtle, together with a ſign manual direQing and warranting the ſurren- 


der and receiving of them; but both the order and warrant purporting ex- 


preſſely the delivery of the ſeals to the duke of Newcaſtle by name, and his 
grace being in Suſſex, the execution of theſe orders muſt neceſſarily be de- 
layed till his arrival in town. I have ſent an expreſſe to him, begging he 
will come up without the loſſe of a moment's time, and hope he will be here 
time enough to do his buſineſs on Monday. This intelligence may be of im- 
mediate uſe to your own conduct, when your lordſhip ſees what ground you 
ſtand upon, and you ſhall know it in form, the moment I can ſay it is done. 
But it may not be improper to acquaint you at preſent, that the ſcheme is to 
putt an end to the office of Scotch ſecretary. It will be happy indeed, my 
lord, if your lordſhip's endeavours ſhould have any ſo good ſucceſſe, as to give 
a creditt and ſatisfaction to the king from the effect of this uſeful meaſure. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Good effects to be expected from the removal of the duke of Roxburgh.—The diſ- 
affected in the haghlands ſurrender their arms readily.—Recommends the 
meaſures moſt proper to be purſued. 


(London, Auguſt 23, 1725.) THE duke of Newcaſtle return'd this 
morning out of Suſſex to execute the king's command, with regard to the 


duke of Roxborough, who being likewiſe out of town, nothing has yet been 


done, but I preſume by to-morrow night, the duke of Newcaſtle will be able 


to give you an account of having executed this commiſſion from his majeſty, 
vol. 11. PART 11. 3 M which 
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which I am verily perſuaded will be of great ſervice to his majeſty, or at leaſt 
if this meaſure does not ſtrike a damp on thoſe reſtleſs ſpirits in Scotland, 


which animate, and even create all theſe diſorders there, I am not able to 


ſay what will. By the accounts that are come in this day from Scotland, 
there 1s reaſon to believe that the jacobites have not fo far taken their part as 
to be actors themſelves, but leave that hitherto intirely to others; this I think 
is plainly to be inferred from the account general Wade ſends of the diſpoſi- 
tions of the Highlanders to ſurrender their arms immediately, which I ſcarce 
believe they would have done, if they had been determined to have any 
hand or ſhare in the preſent diſputes about the malt tax, any further than by 
by privately and underhand blowing the coals; at the ſame time the magiſtrates. 
of Glafcow perſiſt in their obſtinacy, and by way of reply to Mr. Delafaye's 
letter, written by order of the lords juſtices, almoſt diſpute the fats that are 
moſt unqueſtionable, and endeavour to repreſent the whole proceeding as a 
fiction of the advocate's, and what he has not ſuffietent evidence to ſupport. 
Upon this head, I beg leave to make one obſervation, that their reaſonings are 
the ſame, and their objections agree almoſt verbatim with thoſe that were ſtated 
by the duke of Roxborough at the regency, and it is now a fact, not denied by 
any body, that Mr. Dundas is the adviſer and drawer of all Papers that are 
prepared i in oppoſition to the malt tax. 

In the preſent ſituation. of affairs in Scotland, it ſeemed to bea queſtion, 
which of their meaſures it was prudent to proceed firſt upon. To levy the 
duties for the ſtock in hand already ſurveyed and charged, by diſtreſs for not 
paying or not giving ſecurity for the payment of the duties; to proceed by cri- 
minal proceſs againſt the brewers for entering into an unlawful combination to- 
leave off brewing, or to execute the warrants of commitment of the lords. of 


ſeſſions for diſobedience and contempt of their authority, and by virtue there- 


of, to commit the brewers; and I was of opinion, that the firſt meaſure was 
the moſt preferrable to be firſt put in execution, becauſe it is the natural and 
plain ſtep, expreſsly required and enjoined by the att of parliament, and the 
not doing it, or deferring the doing it, is not putting the law in execution, 
which is ſo far yielding the point in queſtion, and upon this there can be no 
doubt or uncertainty of the proceeding, and if the conſequence ſhould be, 


that the brewers ſhould thereupon leave off their trade, there is an overt act, 


and expreſs proof of the combination, which will juſtify whatever ſhall be 


thought afterwards proper to be done to the brewers; and if the brewers are 
com- 
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committed for diſobedience to the court of ſeſſions, that may be ſome pretence 
for leaving off their buſineſs, but the queſtion of paying or_not pay 
malt tax is not at all determined or forwarded by this proceeding, and I al- 
ways think it better to proceed upon points that are plain, and not in the leaſt 
to be controverted, than to enter into queſtions that will admit cavils and dif. 
putes, and this I have ſuggeſted as my opinion, and am very much inclined to 
hope, when this news of their ſecretary of ſtate ſhall reach Scotland, and no- 
thing is done, but in plain execution of the law, the madneſs will not be car- 
ried on, which they will plainly ſee can have no ſupport. 

But as to what ſhall be done if the brewers fhould leave off brewing at Edin- 
burgh, tis very hard to determine, becauſe the magiſtrates of Edinburgh who 
are ſo well diſpoſed, have not as yet dared to receive any other drink into the 
town not brew'd by their own brewers, for ſeveral expedients have been 
thought of, if this difficulty can once be removed, and I cannot again, upon 
this head, but flatter myſelf we ſhall have very good effects from his majeſty's 
laſt reſolution. Mr. Daniel Campbel is juſt come in, and the accounts that 
he gives, exactly agree with the notions we have of the whole proceeding, and 
he is perſuaded, that the reſolution the king has taken, will certainly have a 
very good effect. I am with great truth and affection. 


P. S. (Auguſt 25, 1725.) The duke of Newcaſtle did not ſee the duke 
of Roxborough till this morning, to receive the ſeals. He will give you an 
account of their conference, and there is but one part that I ſhall trouble 
your- lordſhip about, which is what he has defired to be wrote concerning his 
coming to the regency, and as he has reſolved to ſtay away till he hears from 
Hanover, I think it is very much to be wiſhed, that he may not receive ſuch 
an anſwer from thence as may encourage his coming, When I ſent my 
humble opinion, that it was neceſſary for his majeſty's ſervice, to take this re- 
ſolution, I did not imagine that he would once think of coming after the ſeals 
were taken from him, and as I did avoid, and always ſhall avoid ſaying any 
thing perſonally hard of any body, that 1s founded upon ſuppoſitions only, 
tho' never ſo ſtrong, I ſaid nothing of the difficultys that we were every day 
under at the regency, when we were to conſider of meaſures, and to give or- 
ders, in the preſence of one, that I am perſuaded, was counterading all we 
did, which at leaſt put it in his power to render every thing ineffectual. I 
think it very fortunate that he has reſolved to ſtay till he hears from the other 
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Period Ll. ſide of the water; becauſe in that time, I flatter myſelf we ſhall ſo far have 
CES good effects of his diſmiſſion, as to ſee the main conteſt over, altho' the 
1725. chief buſineſs of the regency, I believe, will be in ſending orders to Scotland. 
I would therefore, with all ſubmiſſion humbly hope, that the anſwer your lord- 
ſhip ſhould return, might be ſomething to this effect. That his majeſty 
would not do ſo harſh a thing as to alter the commiſſion of regency on pur- 
poſe to leave the duke of Roxborough out, or to ſend any orders to forbid his 
coming to the regency. But as he imagines his grace's attendance there in 
his preſent circumſtances, cannot be at all agreeable to himſelf, his majeſty 
does not think it reaſonable to require that of him, and ſhall not be diſpleaſed 
if his grace thinks fit to ſtay away.” Believe me, my lord, his coming will 
create a great deal of trouble, and diſoblig'd as he is now, tis impoſſible to 
hope for any thing but open oppoſitian from him. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Affairs in Scotland mend. Rumours that he is to be diſgraced, 


MY LORD, London, Auguſt 24, 1725, 
Hardwicke I Am very glad you have had ſo 5 wk ſucceſs in the great point of Scotland; 


Private, counts we have, with all the allowances for party repreſentation, tis moſt cer. 
tain the oppoſition in Scotland has been raiſed and kept up, by the hopes and 
expeQations of ſupport from hence.” Daniel Campbell is juſt come to us, and 
confirms every thing, and you'l wonder to hear, that they are perſuaded in 
Scotland, that my fall and diſgrace at court is very near, and that they dream 
of nothing leſs than the loſs of the ſeals. I have not ſeen governor Harriſon 
of late, but I will ſend to him, and diſcourſe him about what your earn 
writes concerning the Eaſt India and South Sea company. 

P S. I foreſaw the duke of -Roxborough's continuing in the regency, not- 
withſtanding his loſing the ſeals, which I took to be unavoidable, altho' it would 
be very much to be wiſhed it could be otherwiſe, in caſe he ſhould take it into 
his head to come among us; for I do affure you, he has taken up a very dif- 
ferent manner of behaviour this year, from what he ever did before, and has 
been very explicit in giving dire&@ oppoſition wherever he could find the leaſt 
handle. The addreſs from the magiſtrates of Glaſcow, which has been already 
ſent over, and their letter to Mr. Delafaye, which will came now, perfeQly 
tally 


Copy. 


Papers. which I cannot but hope will anſwer our expettations, for by the beſt ac- _ 


— — - 
we - ＋ 
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tally with his proceedings here, that tis demonſtrable they have hitherto wrote Tumults in 
by his advice and direction; and now that his grace has loſt the ſeals, and has, , 
nothing to manage, if he ſhould come, it will be very miſchievous. But this 1728. 
depends entirely upon himſelf, for we adjourn ourſelves from time to time, 

and there are no ſummons ſent, but upon extraordinary occaſions, which very 

ſeldom happen. I verily believe, if your lordſhip could have apprehended, 

that the duke of Roxborough would have thought of coming to the regency, 

you would have been of another opinion about that matter ; as he has now put 

it, he cannot come without the king's orders to come, or ſome intimation from 

his majeſty, that he deſires he ſhould come, which indeed as to Scotland and 
appearances here, will loſe half the grace of the thing, and as he would never 

ſubmit to ſuch a mean complyance, but with hopes of doing ſome miſchief, you 

cannot imagine how prejudicial the hints that he has hitherto given, have been, 

and all their meaſures have been taken accordingly. If you avoid this diffi. 

culty, I think the buſineſs of Scotland will be ſoon and well over, and believe 

me, his boaſted credit and intereſt with the king, is the only thing that keeps 

the oppoſition alive in Scotland, and if you were in any degree ſenſible of 

what I feel, you would be of my opinion. For God's ſake do not think of 
continuing him in the cabinet council, with a Harcourt penfion, 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF ILAx. 


Highly approves his conduct in ſuppreſſing the tumults in Scotland. 
MY LORD, 3 London, Auguſt 26, 1725. 
I Am very much obliged to your lordſhip for the favour of your letter, and Campbell 
the particular account you gave me of the preſent ſtate of affairs where you Papers. 
are, I ſhould be very unjuſt, if I did not in a particular manner declare the 
ſenſe I have of the ſervice you have done your king, and the fair proſpe& 
| you have opened of extricating the government out of difficulties which, till 
vou undertook them, ſeemed unſurmountable. Your condeſcenſion to act as 
a private juſtice of the peace, muſt be of ſuch ſingular ſervice, that I cannot 
enough commend the thought and reſolution. And I think it great good 
fortune, that my endeavours have been ſo ſucceſsful as to remove out of your 
way that great obſtruQtion, which muſt have render'd all meaſures for the ſer- 
vice of the government very difficult, if not ineffectual. 


I can. 


Period III. | 
— 
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I cannot but be of opinion your lordſhip has judg'd very right in beginning 
in the firſt place with ſummoning the brewers before the juſtices of the peace, 


1725, for not paying or giving ſecurity for the payment of the duty. For as this is a 


regular ſtep, in direct obedience and execution of the law, it cannot poſſibly 
admit of any cavil or diſpute, and without it, the governmment had hitherto | 
done no act, in order to levy and ſecure the duties, and if upon this the brewers 
ſhall leave off their brewing, you have an overt att, that is a full proof of the 
criminal combination and confederacy, which otherwiſe remains in the intention 
only, untill they ſhall have perſiſted ſome time in the non-exerciſe of their 
profeſſion and calling. And if at the ſame time, ſome of the moſt notorious are 
committed upon the warrants of the lords of ſeſſion for contempt, you do not 
only, as your lordſhip very wiſely obſerves, engage the lords of ſeſſion in the 
quarrel, but ſhow the brewers how many different ways, the government has 
to harraſs and puniſh them, and it is very rare to find men of their rank, ob- 
flinate and hardy enough to withſtand the power and authority of the law, 
when they begin perſonally to feel the ſmart and trouble of it. But upon 
ſuppoſition that they ſhall perſiſt, 'your lordſhip will do very well, if you can 
break the confederacy, and take off ſome of the brewers. For that once done, 
and the knot broken, they will all be endeavoring to retrieve and return to 
their duty, and to this nothing will more contribute, than if they ſhall ſee the 
bailie-brewer well ſupported, and carrying on his buſineſs to his advantage, 
and the out-town brewers admitted to come into the town. For as the whole 
view and drift of this combination is to defeat the malt tax, by diſtreſſing the 
town by a total want of beer and ale, if ſuch an attempt is by any means ren- 
der'd ineffeQual, their deſign is baffled, and they can have no inducement to 
hold out any longer; and if you can beſides get poſſeſſion of ſome of the 
brewing houſes, they will ſoon grudge others reaping the profitts which their 
own folly and obſtinacy has deprived them of; but tis miſpending your lord- 
ſhip's time, to dwell upon particulars which your own prudence has ſuggeſted, 
and muſt therefore ſee the benefits of, better than I am able to explain 
them. | 
But there is one thing in which I likewiſe agree with your lordſhip in opi- 
nion, that I underſtand gives the lord advocate ſome uneaſineſs, which is your 
delaying the proſecution of the magiſtrates of Glaſgow, till after the triall of 
the rioters, and this I think ſhould be ſo managed, as not to damp his zeal, 
which has been ſo commendably exerted upon this great and difficult occaſion. 
Your 
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Your lordſhip will eaſily imagine he muſt not know I write in this manner, Tumults in 


but your diſcretion will eaſily manage this ſo, as to do what is right, and at the 
fame time, not diſtaſte him. For as 'tis moſt certainly of great conſequence, that 
the magiſtrates in Scotland, upon whom the keeping the publick peace, and 
ſuppreſſing riotts does ſo much depend, ſhould not think they may with im- 
punity neglect or withdraw themſelves from their duty, fo if by more gentle 
means they can be taught their duty, it leaves leſſe rancour and determined 
reſentment againſt the government, which a too rigorous ſeverity may begett, 
but I mean not this to give up the proſecution of the magiltrates, but only to 
poſtpone it till after the trial of the rioters. 

I have herewith ſent your lordfhip 1, 500“. which I leave intirely to your 
diſcretion and management, and dare ſay it will be laid out to the beſt ad- 
vantage for his majeſtie's ſervice. I vill write to lord Orkney to do imme- 
diately what you deſire about the brewer concerned with him, and whatever 
you ſhall propoſe for the incouragement and ſupport of the magiſtrates of 
Edinburgh, ſhall be done. But pray my lord, give me leave to be ſo free 
with you, as to beg we may not at the beginning drive fo faſt, as to give our 
adverſaries any advantage over us. The great ſtroake was now accompliſhed, 
without the leaſt difficulty, which you know, I think is equal to the doing 
of the thing, and if we ſhould immediately follow it, with propoſitions of other 
and more changes, it may poſſibly make ſome uneaſineſs, where there is now 
none, and where we ſhould avoid giving any. I mean this in regard to lord 
Rothes and the chaplains; if the firſt will not be gained, I ſhall make no ſeru- 
ple, to lett him take the fate he deſerves. 

But I would at firſt ſhow all that call themſelves whigs, and are willing to 
be received, that they may be received; for ſurely 'tis better, to lett this man 
fall fingle, than by involving others in his ruin, give him a creditt, which I 
think does not belong to him. Your lordſhip will ſoon ſee how this operates, and 
from the effects be better able to judge what more is neceſſary to be done. By 
the converſations I have had with you, your lordſhip will conclude my opinion 
is not againſt doing the thing, but againſt doing that too precipitately, which we 
ſhall otherwiſe do more ſurely; in ſhort, I would take the ſame methods now, 
that I think have ſucceeded in greater things, and queſtion not but we ſhall 
perfect all. As for the chaplains, I ſhall ſoon be able to repreſent facts in 
ſuch a light, as ſhall ſufficiently ſtrengthen your hands in affairs of that conſe- 


quence, wherever you want it, but I would at preſent take the air of having 


nothing 


Scotland. 


1725» 
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1 III. nothing to do, but to carry on the king's buſineſſe, put the law in execution, 
Le and to do juſtice to all that are willing to 9 the king and his govern- | 
1725, ment. 

I beg leave to give you one hint, do ndt ale to write to the duke of 
Newcaſtle upon all occaſions when any thing has been done or is to be done, 

he muſt know it, if it comes through my hands, and I am as well pleaſed to 

ſee it in his. Your more private ſentiments you may communicate to me, 

and I ſhall make nothing but a proper uſe of them. I hope, my lord, yeu will 

look upon the freedom with which I write to you, as an inſtance of the friend- 

ſhip and confidence I place in you, and be aflured, you ſhall find me with all 

poſſible fincerity, &c. 


THE EARL OF ILAY TO MR. STEWART. 


Relates the proceedings at Edinburgh againſt the combination of the brewers, 
DEAR STEWART, h | Edenburgh, Auguſt 24. 


Campbell Was ſo fatigued with variety of plagues, that I only writ three lines to you, 
— referring you to my long letter I writ to Mr. Walpole. When I came 
here, I found Duncan very violent for impriſoning ſome of the brewers im- 
mediately upon the warrants of the court of ſeſſion, which were lodged in lord 

' preſident's hands, to be uſed diſcretionally by the advice of ſuch of his bre- 
thren, who were in or near the town; this inſtruttion amounted to no more 

than a private advice, and made no part of the proceeding of the court, for 

the warrants were abſolute in caſe the brewers did not by the 10th of Auguſt, 
obey the act of ſederunt. I found the brewers' ſcheme was to palliate their 
crime of conſpiracy by their impriſonment, and afterwards when in priſon, to 
deny they ever intended it, and only complain of the act of ſederunt; this, 
though it could not be a ſufficient proof of their innocence, yet might have 
great weight with the people, as if I had occaſioned the diſtreſs ; I took there- 

fore a middle way, and the rather becauſe thoſe proceedings of the ſeſſion had 

been carried not only by the authority, -but indeed by the artifice of our friends, 
and I had notice the reſt had either been praQtiſed upon or intimidated, ſo that 
they did not care to have thoſe warrants executed. I had the brewers ſum. 
moned at about fix days notice, to appear before the juſtices of peace (I having 
myſelf qualified the day after I arrived) and by the act of parliament, in caſe 

of appeal, they would have ſix days more to appear before the quarter ſeſ- 

| ſions; 
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ons; this I did to give myſelf time to take all meaſures poſſible to practice Tumults in 
upon the brewers, and to provide againſt the bad conſequences of the diſtreſs, \ —— 
if it ſhould happen, and in all events to render the rogues the more manifeſtly 1725. 
inexcuſable, reſolved at the ſame time, whenever they began to leave of brew- 
ing, to begin all ſorts of ſevere methods to terrifie and puniſh. 
I found it impraQticable to do any thing with the brewers before they de- 
ſiſted from brewing, becauſe they were convinced by their adviſers, that their 
conſpiracy would have the effect they intended, and that I durſt not proceed 
farther againſt them. Some of them, I believe, were ſenſible of their being in 
the wrong, but either by ſecret oaths or other engagements, were ſo linked to- 
gether, that the moſt moderate amoung them thought themielves under a 
neceſſity of at leaſt ſhowing ſome regard to their mutual promiſes or oaths. 
Many of them had this farther terror upon them, that if they deſerted their 
brethren, they would loſe their whole trade in this town, and that all their cuſ- 
tomers would leave them. But above all, the thing which united them moſt was, 
that they believed, and do ſo to this day, that I am acting againſt the ſecret 
inclinations of the king only to ſupport fir Robert Walpole, that he is next i 
ſeſſions of parliament to fall, and that one Mr. Poultney would have all in his 9 
hands, in conjunction with Dundaſs and the duke of Roxburg. Thus, inſtead | 
of being conſidered as one having the favour of the miniſtry, they think I am 
acting a deſperate game, out of private views and reſentments, and for which 
I am very ſoon to ſuffer ; however, as nothing of this nature was unforſeen, 
when I left London, it neither has nor ſhall make the leaſt impreſſion 
upon me. - EY 
They commonly brew here three times a week, Mundays, Wenſdays, and 
Frydays, in this town and the adjacent places ſubjett to the town's duty, about 
8 or goo barrels each brewing. On Fryday night laſt, I had notice ſent me, 
that they had all left of, except Bailie Simpſon, who ſubmitted at firſt ; but I 
had intelligence, that they had the Wenſday preceding brewed a double quan- 
tity, and that they kept their brewhouſes ſo ready, that they could begin to 
brew upon a minute's warning, having all their fires made up ready to light, 
when they pleaſed. I had further intelligence from different quarters, that Wi. 
the moſt ſubſtantial of them had great difficulty to prevail with the poorer | i 
ſort to deſiſt from brewing the Fryday night, and that they had prevailed upon ö 
them only by aſſuring them that they would deſire to engage them no farther 
than the Wenſday after, and if their ſcheme (which they affirmed to be infal- 
Vol. 11. PART 11. 3 N lible) 
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Period III. lible) did not then anſwer their purpoſe, that they muſt ſubmit; I had 


— 


. 
— . Ic ig — eat. — = 2 = = 
Home —_ — A * — 2 — — — — a_ 
= - . AT Og. oy r ä — — 
. — — > 2 a — — — —— - 
— ——— — 5 = *r — ge — — — — 2 — 


1720t0 1727. 
9 


. . ed 


1 1 
'I ' 9 
i! 
$148 
K. 
; J 
it | 
. 
as | 
1 
— Th 
/ t 
x 
An 
. 
1 
13.38 
7 
131 
Wi 
i} 
i 
| 


on Saturday ſome hopes of the leaders giving up the reſt, but whether 
they got, as I have heard, a private expreſs confirming them in their 
reſolutions, or whether they did it only to amuſe me, and make me loſe 
time till the diſtreſs ſhould come on, I cannot tell; however, as I could not 
get my brethren that day together to adviſe the execution of the warrants, and 
having ſome reaſon to ſuſpect one of them to have altered his way of think- 
ing, beſides the clamour of the church, if they had on Saturday night been 
deprived of the ſpiritual affiſtance from the pulpits on Sunday, I reſolved to 
be quiet till Monday, when I got together lord preſident, lord Newhall, lord 
Royſton, and lord Milton. All the reſt were out of town, but lord Cullen, 
who, when he ſhould have come to us was aſleep, and his ſervants. would not 

wake him. - | „ 
Upon our meeting, I acquainted my brethren with the great merit they 
had with the king and the miniſters, by their ſeaſonable interpoſing their au- 
thority againſt the confpiracy of the brewers, that I underſtood there were 
warrants ſigned by my lord preſident in name of the court of ſeſſion for the 
impriſoning them for their contempt, if they ſhould not ſubmit by the 1oth of 
Auguſt, that theſe warrands had been delayed in hopes that there would be no 
immediate occaſion for them till the time of the meeting of the court, but that 
now ſince the conſpirators had actually began their attempt to ſtarve this town, 
I thought we could be no longer anſwerable to the king, to the eourt of ſeſ- 
fion, or to our country, if the leaders of this ſedition were not immediatly im- 
priſoned. My lord preſident ſaid, that he had thoſe warrands ſigned in hands, 
and was of my opinion, that they ſhould fome of them be put in execution, 
only defired to have our advice-for that end. Lord Newhall declared againſt it, 
and ſaid it being now out of ſeſſion time, we could do nothing, that thoſe war- 
rants were intended only in terrorem, and that he did not believe the impriſon- 
ing any of the brewers would do any good. I anſwered, that although the 
court of ſeſſion was not now ſitting, thoſe warrants were ſigned in court, and 
that it was impoſſible they could be executed, but out of term time, becauſe 
they were conditional, viz. unleſs the brewers ſubmitted before the 10th of 
Auguſt. Now if the term ended the laſt of July, either thoſe warrants were ille- 
gal, or they could now be executed; that as a member of the court of ſeſſion, 
J could not juſtifie myſelf to the parliament, if I ſhould be thought guilty of 
ſuppreſſing the orders of the court, made on ſo ſolemn an occaſion for the pub- 
lick 
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againſt five of them, whom I was informed were the leaders and ſeducers of the \ 


reſt. I was forced to take upon me, on this occaſion, more than fell to my ſhare, 
for 1 ventured to ſay, that thoſe warrands would have had all the effect we de- 
fired in terrorem, if the brewers had not ſuſpetted or known that there would 
be ſome difficulty in putting them in execution, and that if the lords of the ſeſ- 
ſion layd aſide thoſe commitments, I thought they had nothing to do but to 
plead guilty, when the court met, to the indiftment which Dundaſs had drawn 
againſt them, and which they burnt by the hands of the common hangman. 
Lord Royſton and Milton ſupported me, and the preſident (not ſorry, I believe, 
to ſee Newhall in the wrong box) declared that he would deliver out to the 


proper officer, warrants againſt thoſe brewers whom I had named, and accord. 


ingly, I believe, they are now all in priſon. They will immediatly be charged 


with indiftments for their conſpiracy, and the tryals may begin after the ex- 


piration of fifteen days; I think their crime conſidered in all its circumſtances, 
deſerves a very ſevere puniſhment, but how far I ſhall perſwade my brethren 
to go, I can't tell. I will in this, as well as every thing elſe, carrie my head as 
high as poſlible, ſo that the people ſhall either think I am playing the better 
of the lay, or that I am diftratted. ” 

Wenſday, Auguſt 25. We have already ſeperated ſome of the brewers 
from the combination, for on Munday laſt, theſe brewed, viz. Bailie Simpſon 
(who complied at firſt) Mrs. Elliot, Maggy Johnſon, Mr. Mackie, Mr. Angus 
{brews this night). Peter Campbell, the corn merchant, has hired a brew- 
houſe, and actually brewed on Munday, and will continue. I make no doubt 
but we ſhall get the better of this conſpiracy here, upon which all the malſters 
in Scotland depend; the Edenburg brewers are the choſen champions for the 
cauſe, and therefore coute que coute they muſt be ſubdued. I am no ways ap- 
prehenſive of any inſurreQion here or any where elſe; the diſtreſs of this 
town is the only inconvenience I forſee in the proſecution of the preſent mea- 
ſures, I ſay this town, becauſe in all other places of Scotland, the publick 
brewers ſerve very few private families. As for the danger of wanting bread 
here, I have heard all that can be ſaid on that ſubject, and think it a mere 
Jeſt, for bread can certainly be made without yeſt. I know how to do it my- 
ſelf, and as my friend Peter Campbell has turned brewer, I'l turn baker, if 
nothing elſe will convince them; the bakers here are well affected, and ſo IL 
think there's nothing in it, If the want of ale turns into too great a grievance 
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lick good, and therefore I hoped my lord preſident would deliver warrans Tumults in 


Scotland, 


1725. 
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Period III. to be ſupported, ind that the combination does not ceaſe, as I believe it will, 


— 


1720to 1727. 
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the magiſtrates of Edenburg (who dare do, little openly) have agreed to let 
their officers connive at the importation, from the country around, of ale, not 
only without ſubjeQing theſe country brewers for all they brew to the town's 
duty, but without demanding any thing for what they ſhall import. In this 
event, I believe the dragoon horſes muſt fetch in the drink; for the neibour- 
ing country places have been made to believe, that theſe brewers of Edenburg 
are ſo formidable, that they ſent us word, that though they are willing to en- 
deavour to ſupply the town, yett they dare not ſend their own ſervants and 

| horſes. | 

The ſtate of Aberdeenſhire is very extraordinary. I am informed from 
thence, that the earl of Rothes's clerk, who is likewiſe clerk to the juſtices of 
the peace, has ſuppreſſed theſe fourteen days the new commiſſion of the peace, 
and that ſome of the malſters who at firſt allowed enterance to the officers of ex- 
ciſe, now think fit to refuſe. This latter part of the news I have from the board 
of exciſe. Thus it is that the king is ſerved in this country, and theſe are the 
difficulties I meet with daily in other ſhapes, over and above that of introduc- 
ing a new tax, which though unreaſonably, unjuſtly, and extravagantly oppoſed 
here, yet is not the moſt popular thing to do in any place whatſoever, and am 
very much of opinion, that if things continue on this foot, with reſpect to the 
adminiſtration of Scotland being felo de ſe, neither cuſtoms nor exciſe, nor 
bardly any law will have force in this country. But let all that be as it will, as 
long as I have the law in my hand, and fifty men to ſupport me, I wont give 
the leaſt way to any inſult, nor ſhall I boaſt of any merit in the matter, when 
there are ſo many of the king's ſubjetts, who for ſixpence a day (in point or 
firmneſs) do more. 

One of the leaders of the brewers, who is now in the tolbooth, had the im- 
pudence to deſire one to propoſe to me, that the lords of the ſeſſion ſhould 
privately agree to connive at three of their number ſuſpending theſe com- 
mitments, and the juſtices of the peace ſhould adjourn the conſideration of 
the ſuit of the board of exciſe againſt them till the parliament met. I anſwer. 
ed, that no three lords of the ſeſſion durſt ſuſpend their commitment, and that 
I ſhould, as a juſtice of the peace, this day declare in publick, that the brewers 
here were perſons whoſe actions called more for the vengeance of the law than 
the leaſt favour from the government, that I forſaw they wauld at- laſt be 
compelled to beg for mercy when it would be too late. I have the priſaners 


diſpoſed 
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diſpoſed in different priſons to prevent their encouraging one another, or in- Tumults in 
Scotland. 
fluencing the reſt by any joint advice, and I'l endeavour to hinder any of the (Lv 
brewers having acceſs to them. This afternoon the juſtices of the peace met, 1725. 
where the brewers who were ſummoned offered a petition, a copy of which I 
ſend to Mr. Walpole. We had about twenty juſtices preſent. I connived at the 
abſence of the magiſtrates of Edenburg, who are in the commiſſion, in regard 
to their approaching elections, though they offered to attend if I pleaſed: I 
ſpoke to the brewers, by way of anſwer to their petition, and there being pre- 
ſent a vaſt number of people, I. ſaid every thing I could think of, not only for 
the ſake of the brewers, but. of the audience too.. 
I muſt tell you one thing of the ſpectators, which I did not 3 nor in- 
deed could have hoped for, which was, that they behaved themſelves very 
decently during the whole proceeding, nor could I obſerve the leaſt murmur or . 
impertinence. One of the brewers mentioned the objeQion about the ſtock in 
hand, which I ſtated at large to my brethren juſtices, and they unanimouſly 
overuled it. All the excuſe the brewers made for not giving bond for the duty, 
was their poverty, and that they muſt firſt pay. their creditors, of whom they had 
bought their corn. We gave judgment againſt them for the double duty, and 
they have appealed to the quarter ſeſſions, as they are allowed by att of par- 
hament; foreſeeing this appeal, and that fix days are to be allowed them, be- 
tween the firſt ſentence and the appeal being heard; we yeſterday. adjourned 
the quarter ſeſſions to Thurſday ſennight, at which time theſe 3 will 
be made final. 
I had forgot one other defence the brewers made, viz. that the gaugers 
had not done them juſtice in meaſuring their malt, or rather that the brewers 
did not know whether the meaſuring was right, upon which Mr. Baron Kenedy 
told them, that he believed the board of exciſe would be ſo indulgent to them, 
as to order the malt to be gauged over again in preſence of themſelves or 
any they ſhould appoint, and aſked them, if in that caſe they would give bond 
for the tax; to which they anſwered, no, for they had not money. Mr. 
Dodſwel, who is ſecretary to the exciſe, is extreamly uſefull and able in his 
buſſineſs ;, if it were not for him, that board could do nothing; the two com- 
miſhoners, however ſkilful. they may be in the lower parts of their buſſineſs, 
are far from being able to conduct the management of the exciſe here, which 
requires authority, ſpirit, and a proper behaviour, ſuiting an office that ought 
to carrie reſpect with it in this country, Inſtead of all this, the whole town 
knows 


11 
i138 
is 


462 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period III. knows that they are frightned out of their wits, that they lie in different places, | 


1723. 


1720to 1725. 
— — 


Campbell 
Papers. 


cording as the panic ſeizes them, and before this mutiny began, they had hired 
a little hut jointly, for which they pay five pounds a year, and have deſerted a 
ſhilling ordinary, becauſe it was too dear. Theſe are circumſtances that may 
ſeem trivial, but in a country like this, where by a long ſeries of no adminiſtra- 
tion, the mere letter of the law has little or no weight with the people, it muſt 
be ſupported, by the concurrent influence of every thing that any ways tend to 
the dignity, authority, reſpett, and reputation of thoſe in office. | 

Auguſt 26, Thurſday. Our work goes on pretty well, I believe I ſhall 
have three more brewers light their fires to night, and one of them is the moſt 
conſiderable in the town, fo that I make no doubt of dragging them all in very 
ſoon, and I hitherto perſiſt in having no apprehenſion of publick diſturbances: 
if any happen, they ſhall be too ſoon over to make any noiſe. I had this day 


a letter from Chelſea, by which I ſee my friends the brewers here, will in a 


little time be informed of the ſtate of their affairs. Adieu. 

They threatned fo hard at Dyſart, that if Logie or his brethren came there, 
they ſhould be deſtroyed, ſo that Logie ſent a proteſtation, and I could not 
deſire gentlemen of diftintion to go to be drub'd, or perhaps murdered. I 
am told they had gathered great numbers of people in and about the town to 
be ready for miſchief as occaſion ſhould offer; I did not think it very ſafe 
to have any troops ſent from hence in the condition we are in; beſides they 
would have ſaid, that the army was made uſe of to chooſe magiſtrates. There 
met yeſterday eight of the other fide, and though twelve was a quorum, thoſe 
eight have preſumed to have a magiſtracy elected, and have put them in poſ- 
ſeſſion; whether they ſhould be proceeded againſt by a ſuſpenſion here, or 
by complaint above, I have not yet had time to conſider. 


EARL OF ILAY TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 
 Relates the means wich he took to ſuppreſs the combination of brewers. 


SIR, AS | Edenburgh, Friday, Auguſt 27, 1725. 


1 Forgot * the laſt poſt to incloſe this petition of the brewers, which they 
offered at the late meeting of juſtices of the peace. Yeſterday they made 


an application to the magiſtrates, deſiring them to intercede with me, that their 


brethren might be ſet at liberty, and that nothing ſhould be exatted of them 


before the parliament met. The magiſtrates were very ſenſible how imper- 


tinent 
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than they: accordingly, I was this day attended by the magiſtrates and town 
councel, when the petition was read. I thereupon acquainted the town coun- 
cel, that all mild methods had been purſued to induce the brewers to an obe- 
dience to the laws, but that now they had made ſo bad a uſe of the lenity of 
the government, that I would let them know that they ſhould ſoon feel the 
conſequence of their crimes, that this city was now in all the diſtreſs which 
their conſpiracy could bring upon it, and I would take that time to ſhow them 
how little I was to be intimidated ; that inſtead of releafing thoſe in priſon, 
who would this day receive their indictments for their crimes, I would on 
Saturday have five more of the moſt criminal impriſoned and indifted, the 
nature of their crimes and their puniſhment, I ſhould ſoon pronounce to them 
in another place; that their wicked deſigns had failed of ſucceſs, for I had 
taken care that the town ſhould be ſupplied with drink, and that already ten or 
eleven of their trade had ſubmitted, and did brew : theſe I ſhould probably 
recommend to the lords juſtices as proper objects of his majeſtie's mercy, but 
for the reft, who plead compaſſion even during the time of their criminal ob= 
ſtinacy, I thought it an inſolent application, and that in compaſſion to the in- 
nocent, I would execute the laws againſt the guilty. 

' In about three hours after this, one of them lighted his fire, and fell to brew- 
ing, and two of the name of Campbell, whom I ſent word to, that they ſhould be 
more ſeverely handled (if poſſible) than any others, promiſed to brew this night. 

know for certain they are all diſconcerted amoung themſelves, and I think 
the neck of the whole plot is broke. This day at noon, there came ſome barrels 
of drink from the country, people came in the ſtreet, and deſired to buy drink, 
upon which the fellow tap'd the barrels, and in a very little time retailed out 
all his ale, without the leaſt diſturbance, and to the great ſatisfaction of his cuſ- 
tomers. The rogues now are ſenſible that they can neither ſtarve the town, nor 
raiſe any tumult, but blame me for letting ale come in free of the town's duty; 
I am forced to allow the magiſtrates to excuſe themſelves, by ſaying they dare 
not hinder it, for fear of me. I dont yet hear of above one baker, who pre- 
tends to be diſtreſſed for want of yelt, and he 1s one Hay, of lord Tweddale's 
family, 

Upon the ſurrender of the ſeals, there will be an immediate 6 for a 
deputation here for the keeping the ſignet, becauſe it is out of that office that 


Was 


all ſummonds's for law ſuits proceed. Before the union, the office of ſecretary 
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tinent this application was, but thought it better that I ſhould return an anſwer Tumults in 


Scotland. 
— 
1725. 
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Period III. was conſtituted by commiſſion under the great ſeal, and in it the office of 

hoſt keeper of the ſignet was inſerted. I dont know whether the duke of Montroſe 

1723. and the duke of Roxburg had a ſeperate commiſſion for that effect, nor can I 

_ enquire here at preſent, leaſt they ſhould know in the offices the reaſon of my 

enquiry, but the moment the news comes in form, and is public, 1'1 ſend you 

word. I would recommend one Reanold Campbell, one of the juſtices of the 

peace here, to be the deputy keeper of the ſignet, and though you may depend 

upon it, I ſhall not in the ſequel of Scotch affairs, be partial to that name, yet 

upon this occaſion, I induſtriouſſy do it, as a meaſure uſeful. I ſend you in- 

Cloſed a pamphlet written by Mr. Hugh Dalrimple, ſecond ſon to the lord 

preſident, and with it an infamous copy of verſes, privately handed about by 

the enemy: the Dalrimples, all but the earl of Stairs, and one fir John Dal- 

rimple, concur zealouſly with me in every thing. Lord Stairs is in the country 

.amuſing himſelf with improvements of ground, gardning, &c. That fir John 

is one of the clerks of the ſeſſion during life, and a jacobite: he had the im- 

pudence the other day, upon our giving orders in the quarter ſeſſions of the 

peace, for letters to be writ to our abſent brethren, to return a nonſenſical 

impertinent anſwer. Lord Torphicken, whom you lately made one of the po- 

lice (8001. a year) does not attend the juſtices of the peace, nor did he return 

any anſwer to his letter; I am not ſorry for it, he having more from the go- 

vernment than his ſervices can deſerve, though he were on the right fide. 

Mr. Campbell of Glaſgow, a very rich man, and Daniel's enemy, is to come 

here next week, to talk to me about the affairs of that town: he is certainly a 

very honeſt man, and by letter has given me the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of his 

| friendſhip. I am affraid I plague you with tedious letters, but I cannot well 

otherwiſe give you any true notion of affairs here. 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Suppreſſion of the combination in Scotland, owing to the good conduct of lord 
| Jay. 4 1 
Mx LORD, 401 London, September 3, 1725, 
Hardwicke Ir is with the greateſt ſatisfaction that I give your lordſhip the following ac- 
e ee count of the preſent ſtate of affairs in Scotland, and as this great happy 
Coy. turn is intirely owing to the induſtry, ability, and reſolution of lord Ilay, I 
can never ſay enough in his commendation, or do him juſtice in relating his 


great 
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great dexterity in the conduQ and management of this nice and difficult point. 
And that his majeſty may be more fully appriſed of the particular tranſaQions 
in getting through this whole affair, I beg your lordſhip's patience, if I take 
it a little further backward, in order to explain it the better. 

- Your lordſhip has been already acquainted that the reſolution concerted 
was to begin with proſecuting the brewers before the juſtices of the peace, for 
non-payment of the duties charged upon the ſtock in hand, which was accord- 
ingly done, and the brewers thereupon, purſuant to their combination, leaving 
off brewing immediately, lord Ilay ordered, that four of the chief and princi- 
pal offenders ſhould be immediately committed upon the warrants of the lords 
of ſeſſion, left in the hands of the preſident, for contempt and diſobedience to 
their orders, and the authority of the court; and as ſoon as they were commit. 
ted, directed inditements and informations to be exhibited againſt them for their 
criminal combination, which now they had full evidence of, by having actually 
left off their brewing. And the town of Edinburgh was aftually for about a week 
under all the diſtreſs, that they could poſſibly put them, eight brewers only, 
by the management of lord Ilay, out of 65, continuing to brew, and the con- 
ſumption of ale in Edinburg, is computed at leaſt at 2,500 barrels per week. 
But for their further relief, lord Ilay prevailed with one Peter Campbel, an 
eminent and rich old merchant, to hire two very large brewhouſes, and brew 


465 
Tumults in 


Scotland. 


— 
1725. 


all that he poſſibly could, and compelled the magiſtrates of Edinburgh not to 


hinder the country brewers from bringing drink into the town, of which they 
had not benefit till the 27th of Auguſt, when ale was publickly retailed in the 
ſtreets by country brewers, without any diſturbance, and all that was brought 


immediately ſold, and this was the condition of Edinburgh from about the 2oth 


of laſt month, to the 28th. | 
On the 21ſt, his majeſty's orders for diſmiſſing the Scotch ſecretary ar- 
rived here, of which I ſent an immediate account to lord Ilay that day, that 
he might have the benefit of that reſolution as ſoon as poſſible, which I was 
very ſenſible he wanted, and perſuaded he would find a very good account 
from. The expreſs arrived at Edinburgh the 26th, on the 25th the brewers pe- 
_ titioned the juſtices of the peace, before whom they were ſummoned, and in a 

ſtrong manner inſiſted, that all further proceedings ſhould be ſuperſeded till 
the meeting of the parliament, when they hoped and queſtioned not to obtain 
redreſs. That application being rejected on the 26th, they applied in a body 
to the magiſtrates of Edinburgh to intercede with lord Ilay for the liberty 
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1725. 


diſtreſs, might be adjourned to October next, to which an immediate anſwer 


to ſpeak firſt, the left hand man thought ſo too, and they could get nobody to 


the majority, but began the vote, and voted brew. He was immediately fol- 
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of their brethren that were committed. Lord Ilay took that opportunity of 
being attended on the 7th by the magiſtrates and town council of Edinburgh, 
and did then publickly, in a full aſſembly, ſpeak to them with a very becoming 
ſpirit, and ſeaſonable reſolution, and rejected their application for the liberty 
of their bretheren with ſcorn and indignation, which had that effect, that three 
brewers more immediately after lighted their fires, and fell to brewing. 

On the 27th, late at night, upon the report of lord Ilay's rejeting this ap- 
plication in ſuch a manner, the brewers ſent a meſſenger to defire the quarter 
ſeſſion of the juſtices, where the penalties for non-payment are to be levied by 


was returned, that nothing would be aecepted or heard, but an entire ſubmiſ- 
ſion and an immediate return to their duty; upon which, in their aſſembly, 
they fell into debates, and various opinions began to ariſe among themſelves, and. 
at laſt unanimouſly agreed to be determined by a queſtion, Brew or not, Which 
being put by the chairman, he began to take their votes ſeriatim at the right 
hand; but his right hand man, thought it an hardſhip upon- him to be obliged 


give his vote firſt. At laſt one Gray declared he thought they had nothing 
now left to do, but to return to their trades ; that he would not be bound by 


lowed by another, upon which two warm ones hoped they would hold out, 
till their bretheren were ſet at liberty, but theſe not being ſupported, the af. 
ſembly broke up, and ſuch of them as had their things in readineſs, fell to 
brewing that night; and on the 28th at noon, above 40 brewhouſes were hard. 
at work in Edinburgh, and ten more at Leith. Lord Ilay has ſince ſent a 
peremptory order to the brewers, not to hold any more aſſemblies at their 
peril, The brewers under confinement have taken till the gift, to conſider 
what methods they ſhall take. It is expected, they will then comply with the 
order of ſeſſion, and give ſecurity for carrying on their buſineſs, upon which 
they muſt be ſet at liberty, but the proſecutions for the criminal combination 
will ſtill remain good, and I am at preſent of opinion, ſhould be carried on, 
to make ſome examples, if lord Ilay is of opinion that can be done, without 
raiſing new mutinies and diſorders; or at leaſt, that after convittion, they 
ſhould be obliged to the king for their pardon, if that is thought adviſeable. 

The trials of the rioters at Glaſcow, and the conſpirators at Edinburgh, 
will be put off for a fortnight, from the date of the laſt letters, upon ſome ne- 

ceſſary 
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ceſſary precautions. But I think I may now congratulate your lordſhip upon Tumults in 
: , 1 2 Scotland 

ſeeing an end to a very troubleſome and hazardous affair: the ſucceſs is in- ; 

tirely owing to the laſt wiſe reſolution his majeſty was pleaſed to take, and it 1725. 

is plain to a demonſtration, that without that alteration, all the art of man could | 

not put at end to theſe diſorders, which had their riſe and ſupport from the 

countenance and protection which they expected and received from hence. I 

forgot to acquaint your lordſhip, that I ſent down 1, 500 l. to lord Ilay, to 

anſwer any expence that ſhould be neceſſary to carry on his majeſty's ſervice. 

I am confident he will manage to the beſt advantage. By all letters from 

Scotland, the affair of the highlands is like to ſucceed to his majeſtie's wiſhes. 

Urqhart ſends me word from thence, that there will be a total ſubmiſſion and 


ſurrender of their arms. I am, my lord, with great truth and affeQtion. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Warmly commends lord Tlay. 
MY LORD, London, September 3, 1725, 

Do not ſend your lordſhip copies of lord Ilay's letters to me, not only be- Hardwicke 

cauſe they are very long, but as they are ſort of diaries or journals of all his Papers. 

tranſactions; they contain many things, which from the circumſtances, fre- Copy. 
quently varied, and would rather create confuſion, than give you a clear idea 
of what has been done. But if your lordſhip obſerves any inconſiſtency in the 
accounts that have come from the duke of Newcaſtle and me, it is occaſioned 
by his grace writing from ſuch accounts as the advocate ſent up to Mr. De- 
lafaye, and his grace not having ſeen lord Ilay's accounts to me, and there having 
been ſome difference of opinion betwixt lord Ilay and the advocate about the 
methods of proceedings; lord Ilay prefering in point of time the more moderate 
meaſures to be firft put in execution. We have had ſome difficulty to manage, 

* without giving the advocate diſtaſte, or diſcouraging of him by abating all that 
zeal and warmth, which he had engaged himſelf in; this made lord Ilay's cor- 
reſpondence with me, differ a little from the advocate's accounts, who was not 
previouſly let thoroughly into all the meaſures that had been concerted: but 
all is well, and the facts are as I ſtate them in my other letter. 

Indeed, my lord, I cannot ſay enough in commendation of lord Ilay; to ſet 
himſelf up in direct oppoſition to the ſpirit and wiſhes of the whole country, 
to throw off all popularity at once, and run the hazard of not ſucceeding, which 

302 you 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period III. you may depend upon it, he had not done, if the duke of Roxborough had not 


1720101727. 
— nnd 


1725. 


Campbell 
Papers. 


been removed, was a deſperate and reſolute undertaking, and he has condufted 
it with admiration, and I think I can anſwer for him, he will not be unreaſonable. 
in his demands, or give the king or his ſervants any uneaſineſs by propoſing 
unneceſſary charges, or aiming to ingroſs the whole power of Scotland into his 
own hands. Theſe matters have already been ſo fully explained betwixt him 
and me, that I think we need be under no apprehenſions upon that account. 
There muſt be a deputation for a keeper of the ſignet in Scotland, under 
Mr. Tilſon and Mr. Delafaye. Lord Hay recommends very earneſtly one 
Mr. Reonald Campbel, a juſtice of the peace there, that has now ſignalized 
himſelf upon this occaſion, to that poſt, worth betwixt e and:gool. per annum. 
He ſays you ſhall not find him partial to that name, but ſays this will be of 
particular ſervice, and indeed I think he ſhould be gratified in it. 

The ſurrender of Wood's patent has had ſo good an effect in Ireland, that 
the lord lieutenant promiſes every thing will go well there, but I have other 
accounts that I more depend upon, which give the ſame aſſurances; ſo I think 
we have once more got Scotland and Ireland quiet, if we take care to keep 
them ſo. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF ILAY. 


Highly commends his conduct and zeal, 
MY LORD, London, Sept. 4, 17254 
Am favoured with your letters of the 26th of laſt month by the poſt, and 
of the 27th and 28th by expreſſe, and not only return your lordſhip my moſt 
fincere thanks for your ſucceſsful endeavours in ſurmounting the great diffi- 
culties, which few men but your Jordſhip would have dared to undertake, and 


fewer would have been able to accompliſh; but do aſſure you, I have done 


you all poſlible juſtice in my accounts to the king of this whole proceeding. 

I intirely approve the meaſures you have taken, and cannot but think you 
judged very rightly in beginning where you did; but I do not know whether 
you obſerve what I think I diſcover in the advocate's letters, that he rather 
wiſhed you had begun with the criminal proſecutions, and ſeems to think there 
is an abatement of that zeal with which he ſtarted, But as he is to be ma- 
naged, and by no means to be diſtaſted, I dare ſay, your prudence and tem- 
per will condu& it fo, that he ſhall not be diſſatisfied, nor imagine that any 

ſuch 
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ſuch intimation was given you from hence: to contribute all I can to pre- 


pleaſe him. I have now wrote to lord Lauderdale, according to your 
directions. 

I have commended Mr. Campbell to lord Townſhend to be deputy ſeal 
keeper, in which the duke of Newcaſtle has joined with me; and I dare ſay 
it will be as you wiſh; and for your other recommendations, I think you have 
ſuch a title to command me, that you may be ſure I will take due care of them. 
I hope you have wrote hither, as you hinted before, and pray don't be ſparing 
in perſonal compliments. 1 wait your lordſhip's commands in the further 
progreſs of. the great and difficult taſk, and think there can be no doubt but 
if ſome of the moſt guilty and leading offenders can be convidted and puniſh 
ed, without creating new mutinies and new diſorders, that ſome example 
ſhould be made, or at leaſt, that they ſhould be tried and convicted; and if 
afterwards your lordſhip ſhould think them objeQs of the king's pardon, you 
may have the grace of procuring it, and the obligation be your's. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Sends warrants for ſecret ann money to be fe ned by the king. 


MY LORD, London, September 7, 1725. 


Have nothing to trouble your lordſhip with this poſt, having no particu- 
lars from Scotland ſince my laſt, but general accounts that every thing 
is like to go on very well, and 'tis now hoped that the malt tax will be levied 
and collected without any further diſpute. The occafion of my troubling you 
now, is to tranſmit to your lordſhip the three encloſed warrants and receipts for 
money to be iſſued out of the ſecret ſervice, which will be wanted at Michael- 

mas, or at leaſt no more of it ſhall be iſſued than ſhall be abſolutely neceſſary. 
The unexpected ſums that have been paid ſince his majeſty's departure, which 
your lordſhip is acquainted with, make it neceſſary to ſend over theſe war- 
rants, that it may be in my power to anſwer ſome payments that become due at 
Michaelmas, and to be able to anſwer any unforſeen ſervices; but I hope the 
whole will not be wanted before the king's return, Be pleaſed, my lord, to 
preſent them to his majeſty to be ſigned, the dates are left blanks, to be filled 
up at the times that the money ſhall be wanted. His majeſty will remember, 
that the receipts are to be ſigned at the top with GR at bottom, You will 
oblerve, 


4 
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Tumults in 
Scotland. 


ſerve him in good humour, I write to him now, in a manner that I hope will et 


1725 


Hardwicke 
Papers. 


Copy. 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period III. obſerve, that I am preparing to get my buſineſs diſpatched with an eye to 


1720 to 1725. 


1725, 


Campbell 
Papers, 


ſome October hunting, or you had not heard of me ſo ſoon upon this account. 
I am very truly and affeQionately, my dear lord, your lordſhip's moſt faithful 
humble ſervant. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF ILAY. 
Expreſſes a high ſenſe of his obligations, and his inclination to follow his 
advice. 
MY LORD, Oase 7, 1745- 
] Am afraid your lordſhip will think I have been a long time filent; but I 
hope you know me too well, or that I have more of your good opinion, 
than for your lordſhip to think, that any negle&@ proceeds from a want of that 
regard that is due to you, or a juſt ſenſe of the ſervices you have rendered, 
and the obligations that I ſhall ever own, you have in particular laid upon me. 
But I have forbore writing out of choice, and I wiſh you had not mentioned 
what your letter begins with; becauſe it makes it impoſſible for me to ac- 
knowledge the receit of a letter which I cannot produce. 
I am fully convinced by the account you give me, that Mr. Burnett muſt 
not long continue a commiſſioner of the exciſe; but I think the alteration of 


that commiſſion may wait our meeting together ; and for me, I think, you 
have a right to direct me in all theſe things; which makes me confident, that 


. you will not think any delay in the execution of your commands, is playing 


the miniſter. You ſhall find me fincere and ready to do what you think ad- 
viſeable, and without a grain of more diſcretion than you ſhall think neceſſary 
from circumſtances. I think myſelf authoriſed to att as you deſire concerning 
lord Kirkubright, having ſpoke to the king on that ſubje& before he left En- 
gland; and you ſhall have a lift of our penſions. I wiſh you a good de- 
liverance in the great work you have undertaken. 5 
I am, with a great deal of reaſon, and very ſincerely, my dear lord, your 
lordſhip's moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


SECRET 
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1725. 1720to ET 

1725. 


SECRET CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN SIR ROBERT WAL 
POLE, LORD TOWNSHEND, AND THE DUKE OF NEW. 
CASTLE. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Remonſtrates on account of the large ſums of money drawn upon the exchequer 
for the purpoſe of gaining Sweden. | 
MY LORD, | London, July 20, 1725, 

I Was no leſs ſurprized than concerned at the news which your lordſhip's diſ- Hardwicke 
patches brought us, and ſhall trouble your lordſhip no further about them, Papers. 
than with all poſſible deference and ſubmiſſion to offer my humble opinion to Cy. 

bis majeſty, about that part which more immediately concerns the office, I have 
the honour to ſerve his majeſty in. | 

I obſerve your lordſhip has ſent Mr. Poyntz orders to draw for 50,0007. 
or even 100, ooo. I hope his majeſty will be ſo good as to believe, I would 
not, upon any account, make any unneceflary difficulties, when his ſervice or 
intereſt is concerned; but as I am convinced, that it is impracticable to anſwer 
ſuch large ſums, without very manifeſt and great prejudice to his majeſty's ſer- 
vice, I do hope I ſhall be forgiven, if I humbly beg, that immediate orders 
may be ſent to Mr. Poyntz, not to exceed 50,0001. in the whole, and to be 
as cautious and ſparing in drawing that, as tis poſſible for him to be. I am 
afraid, as the prefent circumſtances of our revenue now ſtand here, this demand 
can no ways be anſwered, but out of his majeſty's civil liſt revenues. The 
bank cannot by law make any public loans, but upon parliamentary ſecurities, 
of which we have none, but tallies upon the land and malt tax, reſerved for 
the payment of the forces, which cannot be depoſited but by the conſent of 
the pay-maſter, and are appropriated for the ſervice of the current year. If 
the pay-maſter ſhould make no difficultys in borrowing money upon theſe 
tallies, this tranſaction with the bank and pay office, would immediately make 
thoſe apprehenſions public, which *tis thought adviſeable ſhould be kept pri- 
vate; and therefore the civil lift alone, muſt certainly bear the whole burden 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Period III, of this charge, be it more; and I think I need not make uſe of many words to 


(720 "21727* prove that 50,0001. is as much as can poſſibly, without the greateſt incon- 
1725- veniences and difficultys imaginable, be {upplied that way. I have this day 


accepted Mr. Poyntz's bill for 6, ooo l. which will be paid to-morrow, and 
with 4,000l. paid before, makes 10, oo J. I hope I ſhall be forgiven, for 
preſuming to give my opinion in this free manner, which proceeds from no 


motive, but an unfeigned duty and concern for his majeſty's ſervice and 
intereſt, 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 


| Expreſſes his concern, that his opinion about Sweden ſhould be miſinterpreted, — 


Hardwicke 
Papers. 


Copye 


Thanks it neceſſary to ſecure that kingdom at any expence. 


(Hanover, July 27, 1725.) I Don't wonder you was ſurpriſed at the in- 
telligence I tranſmitted to the duke of Newcaſtle from Mr. Poyntz; for 
though we had always reaſon to apprehend danger from the czarina, with re- 
gard to Sweden, upon which ſubjeQ I had the happineſs of reaſoning ſome hours 
with you at my owne houſe, before I left England; at which time, the point with 
relation to aſſiſtance by money, was very fully examined; yet I muſt own, till 
I received that very diſpatch from Mr. Poyntz, I was not under the leaſt ap- 
prehenſion of affairs in the kingdom taking the ſudden turn therein repre- 
ſented. I am ſorry you take offence at an expreſſion in my letter, which may 
look like a complaint of our having been too frugal. I don't ſee how you 
could turn that, as if it was meant at you, fince after that converſation we had 
together, the ſame orders you now complain of, were ſent to Mr. Poyntz, with 
this only difference, that he was then allowed to draw in cafe of great danger 
or neceſſity in general; and in the laſt orders, he was tied up not to do it, un- 
leſs the duke and ducheſs of Holſtein came with the Muſcovite fleet to demand 
admittance into the kingdom of Sweden, and the uſe of one or more of their 
ports for that fleet; and that the king and ſenate of Sweden had reſolution to 


_ refuſe that demand, and to implore the aſſiſtance of England. 


Theſe conditions were ſo ſtrong, and the ſituation in Sweden ſeemed to be 
ſuch at that time, that we could hardly flatter ourſelves they would have courage 
enough to venture on ſuch another denial, even with all the promiſes Mr. Poyntz 
could make them; and therefore you will give me leave, in my turn, to be 
ſurpriſed, that you could imagine that this money was already drawn for upon 

you 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 473 


you. And I muſt aſſure you, that I think the point was ſo eſſential, of re- Period III. 
fuſing entrance both to the duke and the Muſcovite, in caſe it ſhould have Koreas 
been demanded, that I would not for any conſideration in the world, notwith- 1725» 
ſtanding the difficulties you have repreſented, have been the author of recalling 
thoſe orders, and of leaving it to be ſaid, that Sweden would have refuſed 
that admittance, if England would have ſupported them with ſuch a ſum of 
money. But I think it needleſs to diſpute about a matter, which is now en- 
tirely over. I always thought Mr. Poyntz was too frugal at firſt, for tho 
he has drawn for 10,0000. he has ſtill near 8,000. of it in his hands, and our 
intereſt has increaſed in proportion to the ſums he has diſtributed; and I am 
firmly perſuaded, that the diſappointment the czarina has met with there, is 
_ chiefly owing to his abilities and dexterity, and the ſums he has diſpoſed of. 
I laid your letters before the king; and you may depend upon it, I repre- 
ſented all you offered, as the higheſt care of doing the beſt for his majeſty's 
ſervice. | 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Recommends Mr. Law.—Remonſtrates againſt the expence of ſending an em- : 
baſſador extraordinary to Paris. 


(London, July 29—Aug. 9, 1725.) Mr. Law has wrote to your Jordſhip to Hardwicke 
deſire that he may have ſome ſort of commiſſion from his majeſty to any prince Per. 
or ſtate, not to be made uſe of, but to be kept as a proteQion in caſe of neceſ- Extract. 
ſity. By what he ſays to me, I really think, he believes it may be of ſervice to Cay. 
him, and I promiſed to uſe my intereſt with your lordſhip for the obtain- | 
ing it. 

I am ſorry to hear you think of ſending an ambaſſador extraordinary to 
France with a compliment. The expence to the king will be very great, and 
I think, of very little advantage to the perſon. The plate for an ambaſſador, 
and an allowance for equipage money, the quarters advance, and the weekly 
appointments, will, in a little time, come to a great many thouſand pounds, 
which I think-may as well be ſaved, and *tis better for the king to give lord 

Waldegrave 2000. than to make an expence of three times that ſum; out of 
which he cannot with credit ſave 10007. 
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474 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period III. DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 
1720 t·to 1727. 


Tas the articles of the treaty of Hanover before the lords of the regency, who 
Ea approve the meaſure, and expreſs their reſolution to ſupport and enforce it. 
MY LORD, Whitehall, September 10==21, 1725, 
Walpole 1 Had the honour of your lordſhip's very private letter of the gi Auguſt— 
ab mie 11th September, by Molloy the meſſenger, and I have endeavoured to 
Very private. execute his majeſty*'s commands in the beſt manner I was able, and with the 
cep. utmoſt ſecrecy and caution. I accordingly, in concert with fir Robert Wal- 
pole, appointed a meeting, which we had yeſterday, with my lord chancellor, 
the earl of Berkley, and the earl of Godolphin, who, in the abſence of the 
duke of Devonſhire, who is out of town, were the only perſons to whom we 
thought proper to communicate matters of ſo great ſecrecy and importance. 
Before I acquaint your lordſhip with the reſult of our conference, and lay 
before his majeſty the humble opinion of us, his ſervants here, upon the pre- 
ſent ſituation of affairs, I muſt obſerve, that yeſterday morning, before our 
meeting, I had the pleaſure to receive from Mr. Walpole at Paris, a duplicate 
of Mr. Stanhope's letter to your lordſhip of the 4th inſtant, N. S. whereby 
I found that the language and behaviour of their catholick majeſties, with re- 
gard to the king our maſter, and the continuance of the correſpondence be- 
tween the two nations, were very much altered, ſince Mr. Stanhope's laſt au- 
dience. Whether this change be real, or not, or if ſo, whatever may have 
been the occaſion of it, as I thought it might be of conſequence, in order to 
forming the opinions of the lords upon what I was to communicate to them, I 
did at laſt acquaint them with ſo much of Mr. Stanhope's letter as related to 
the diſpoſition of their catholick majeſties concerning the affair of Gibraltar 
and the manner, in which they were now willing to explain the peremptory and 
extraordinary demand they had formerly made of it in Monſ. de Grimaldo's 
letter. 


I ſhall now proceed to give your lordſhip a particular account of our con- 
ference, which I begun by laying before the lords (having the letters before 
me, to juſtify my accounts) a particular relation of our preſent fituation, with 
reſpeQ to the courts of Vienna and Madrid, and in it I endeavoured to ſhew, 

how unprovoked the behaviour of the latter was towards his majeſty, and his 
people; and how it was intirely owing to the diftates and ſuggeſtions of the 
court of Vienna, whoſe reſentment the king had drawn upon himſelf, upon no 


other 
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other account, than his endeavours to procure for the court of Spain, the ad- Period III. 
vantages they were juſtly entitled to by their treaties. 2 ay 
I acquainted the lords, that no ſooner was this ſeparate treaty concluded, in 1725. 
that extraordinary manner, between the courts of Vienna and Madrid, than an 
offer was made by the emperor, of his mediation to accommodate differences 
between England and Spain, which offer, his majeſty, with all the juſtice and 
reaſon imaginable, very peremptorily refuſed, there being no difference, but 
what has been ſince created by the court of Vienna itſelf, between the two 
crowns. That this offer (which appeared afterwards to have been the voluntary 
act of the imperial court) and his majeſty's refuſal of a mediation for accom- 
madating differences not ſubſiſting, and to engage his kingdoms in ſtipulations 
and guarantys not known, which, if gueſſed at, would be attended with conſe- 
quences, that muſt be moſt fatal to the peace and tranquillity of Europe, 
was immediately followed by a peremptory demand of Gibraltar at the court 
of Madrid; and by ſuch a behaviour and avowed diſcourſes of the Spaniſh 
ambaſſadour at the court of Vienna, and even of the miniſters of his imperial 
majeſty, as could leave no room to doubt, but that the latter were taking all 
occafions to work up the court of Spain to come to an aQtual breach with his 
majeſty. That the king had, upon this occaſion, taken the moſt prudent 
meaſures to be informed of the true ſentiments of the court of Spain, whether 
the extravagant diſcourſes of Riperda to every body that came near him, of 
the king and kingdom (and here I took particular care to inform their lord- 
ſhips of what he conftantly threw out with regard to the pretender) were by 
order of his court or not; and though at firſt indeed their catholick majeſties 
ſeemed to diſown any thing ſaid by their miniſter at Vienna, that was unbe- 
coming, or might tend to a breach between the two crowns ; yet at laſt, by a 
letter from Grimaldo, Mr. Stanhope was given to underſtand, not only that 
Gibraltar muſt be immediately reſtored, but, if it was not, the good corre- 
ſpondence between the two nations would be forthwith broken off, and all the 
conceſſions, with relation to our trade to the Spaniſh Weſt Indies, would be ſet 
aſide. | 
1 did alfo, in as ſhort a manner as I could, explain to their lordſhips the 
inducements of the court of Spain, which was ſolely under the direction of 
the queen, to act this extravagant and unjuſt part towards his majeſty, which 
could be only the marriage of her catholic majeſty's ſon, with one, if not the 
eldeſt of the arch-dutcheſſes. I did not fail alſo to acquaint their lordſhips 
| 3 2 2 with 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period III. with the orders that the king had, from time to time, ſent to Vienna and Ma- 


1725, 


| EET drid; and the firmneſs that his majeſty had ſhewn for the honour of himſelf 


and his people, by rejeCting, in ſo peremptory a manner, the demand of 
Gibraltar. | 

I muſt now do the lords the juſtice to ſay, that they received this commu. 
nication with the greateſt reſentment at the ungratefull and unparalled be- 
haviour of theſe two courts, and at the ſame time expreſſed their gratitude for 
his majeſty's firmneſs and reſolution, which they thought, by the alteration 
that ſeems at preſent to be in the court of Spain, had already had a very good 
effect, and did not doubt but, if that court ſhould return to their former mad 


way of talking, or, in purſuance of that, ſhould put any of their wild ſchemes 


in execution, ſuch prudent meaſures would be taken by the king, as would ſe- 
cure the honour of the nation, and prevent any miſchief that might happen to 
his people. Their lordſhips were all of opinion, that the court of Spain, not- 
withſtanding the ſuggeſtions of that of Vienna, conſidering the ſtri& union there 
is between his majeſty and France, the declaration that has been of late given 
by his moſt chriſtian majeſty, even with relation to Gibraltar, and above all, 
the great and powerfull alliances that the king is now forming, would not ven= 
ture to come to an open rupture, by which, they muſt evidently ſee, that they 
themſelves would be the loſers; though it was yet uncertain to what cauſe, the 
preſent change of their catholick majeſties, was to be attributed, or whether 
indeed, it may not poſſibly have been with a view only to amuſe and prevent his 
majeſty from taking ſuch meaſures, as may effectually ſecure him and his ſub. 
JeRs, againſt all attempts for ever; yet, conſidering the ſeaſon of the year, and 
how raſh the ſeizing any effects of our merchants in the Weſt Indies would be, 
on account of an apprehenſion that court muſt be under of reprizals to be 
made upon them, it is the opinion of his majeſty's ſervants here, that the utmoſt 
reſentment that their catholick majeſties will at preſent ſhew, will not go far- 
ther than reſuming their former extravagant way of talking, 

But as the king has been pleaſed to command us, to give our humble ad- 
vice, what may be proper to be done for the ſecurity of his ſubjetts, in caſe the 
madneſs of the court of Spain ſhould carry them ſo far, as to make any attempt 
upon the effects of our merchants in the Weſt Indies, or elſewhere upon his 
majeſty's ſubjects; their lordſhips are, in that caſe, humbly of opinion, that 
immediate orders ſhould be ſent to make reprizals upon the Spaniſh galeons, 
and that without making a previous demand of the reſtitution of the effects 


of 
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of our merchants. In this their lordſhips were all very clear, that ſuch a pro- 
ceeding would not only be juſtified every where, but was abſolutely incum- 
bent upon us. And upon this occaſion, I acquainted them with what I had 
written to your lordfhip the gd of September upon this head; but as I had 
not then preſumed to give my opinion either for or againſt it, their lordſhips 
deſired I would this day inform you of their ſentiments upon it. My lord 
Berkeley acquainted us, that if the ſquadron now in the Weſt Indies was 
not thought ſufficient for that purpoſe, two or three more ſhips might be ſent 
thither, either now, or when his majeſty pleaſed, without giving the leaſt alarm, 
and only on the common pretence of protecting our trade. If the king thinks 


any attention 1s to be given to this notion of repriſals, I had the honour in my. 


letter of the gd inſtant, to acquaint your lordſhip in what manner lord Berke- 
ley thought it might be done, without making any noiſe, or having any ill con- 
ſequence. | 
Their lordſhips were alſo of opinion, that if his majeſty approved of it, it 
might be proper to ſend immediate orders to Mr. Stanhope, that in caſe the 
court of Spain ſhould alter their conduct, and return to their former violence 
and extravagance, he ſhould then declare to them, that if his catholick majeſty 
ſhould be induced to take any unadviſed ſtep, by ſeizing the effects of our 
merchants, or making any other attempt upon us, in that caſe they muſt expect 
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Period III. 


1720t01727. 
— 


1725. 


the king would take the firſt opportunity of revenging the injuries done to his 


ſubjeQs. | 

Their lordſhips did alſo conſider what you hinted with relation to the fitting 
out 15 or 16 men of war. My lord Berkeley acquainted us, that ſuch a 
number of ſhips would always be got ready in a month's time, if it ſhould be 
thought proper; and that, in any ſeaſon of the year, they, or part of them 
might be ſent away to the Weſt Indies, if neceſſary. But as your lordſhip 
will. ſee that the opinion of the king's ſervants here, is, not to wait for the de- 
manding the reſtitution of the effeas of our merchants, in order to make re- 
priſals; one of the uſes propoſed by your lordſhip in fitting out this ſquadron, 
will, in their opinion, be better anſwered, by ſending to the commodore of 
the king's ſhips in the Weſt Indies, to make repriſals, in caſe any of the effects 
of his majeſty's ſubjects ſhould be ſeized by order of the court of Spain. 
However, in caſe of a breach, which the lords think will actually be made, when 
once the effects of the merchants are ſeized, it may not be improper to order 
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3720101727. 


1725: 


—Þ Walpole ſaid, might be done without much expence. 
Thus, my lord, I have acquainted you with the ſentiments of the king s ſer- 
vants here, upon the ſubject of your letter, and upon the advices which were 


communicated to them. If, notwithſtanding that, his majeſty ſhould think 


any other meaſures more adviſeable, I am ſure, that their zeal for the king, as 
well as their reſentment for the injuries threatned by the court of Spain, is 
ſuch, that they will, with the greateſt chearfullneſs and unanimity, execute and 
fapport whatever his majeſty ſhall think proper to have done. 

I muſt alſo do them the juſtice to affure your lordſhip, that they have the 
moſt gratefull ſenſe of the early concern that his majeſty has ſhewn for the ſe- 
curity of his ſubjefts,'againſt all events that may poſſibly happen; and they are 
alſo of opinion, that nothing more can be done now, nor even till the next 
ſpring, than what I have had the honour to lay before your lordſhip. I muſt 
beg leave, as from myſelf, to add, that it would be the higheſt injuſtice to im- 
pute any thing, that might poſſibly happen on the part of Spain, to his majeſty's 
abſence from hence, or to imagine, that every thing has not been done on the 
part of the king for the ſecurity of his ſubje&s; when on the contrary, thoſe 
that are informed of the great ſucceſs that has attended his majeſty's endea- 
vours abroad, in the forming the beſt and ſtrongeſt alliances for the preſerva- 
tion of the publick peace and tranquillity, muſt reckon it a very happy inci- 
dent, that the king ſhould be at this time, where this great work could be 
beſt accompliſhed. - | 

I muſt now return your lordſhip my thanks for the communication of the 
ſeveral papers you have been pleaſed to ſend me. Nothing ſure could be pro- 
perer, than the manner in which you propoſed to induce the ſtates general and 
the king of Sweden to accede to our treaty. I find by Mr. Walpole's letters 
to your lordſhip of the 415th inſtant, that they are in the main approved by 
France, tho* monſieur de Morville made ſome difficulty with relation to the 
communicating the ſeparate article about Thorn, to the Swedes and the Dutch, 
which I very much wonder at, becauſe that muſt, in my opinion, be as agrea- 
ble to them as almoft any part of the treaty. 

As to the manner propoſed in France of tranfaQting with the king of Sardi- 
nia by a ſeparate treaty, I cannot, for my own part, ſee the neceſſity of it; 
tho" on the other hand, provided that prince be fecured, it is not very mate- 

| | | rial 
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rial which way it is done. Count Maffei ſhews a very good diſpoſition, and 
by the accounts I have had of him from Mr. Walpole, I doubt not but he will 
do what he can to bring in his maſter. 

As to the elector of Bavaria, I cannot but think the ſecureſt way to gain him, 
will be, to ſend back monſieur St. Saphorin to Munich, who, during his ſhort 
ſtay there, was able to begin that negotiation with ſo much ſucceſs, 

The only circumſtance in all our affairs, which I diſlike, is what Mr, Wal- 
pole mentions of a defenſive alliance between the emperor, Portugal, and 
Spain. It would have been very lucky, if we could have prevented any coa- 
lition of this kind; however, nothing can be ſtronger than the orders which 
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1725. 


have been ſent to Mr. Dormer on that head. I ſhall write to him on Tueſday, 


to inquire whether there is any foundation for this news, and to uſe his utmoſt 
endeavours to prevent that crown from entring into any new engagement vith- 


out the concurrence or participation of his majeſty, The difference between 


that court and France, has been an unlucky incident at this time : that added 
to the new alliances that are forming between the familys of Portugal and 
Spain, I conclude has been the occaſion of this new ſtep, if it be made. 

I was ſorry for the account Mr. Walpole gives of Cederheilm's diſcourſe to 
monſieur Gedda at Paris. - It cannot be true in all its parts; but what he 
mentions of the negotiation between the emperor and the czarina, may have a 
good deal of foundation. However, as we have ſecured Pruſſia, if we can get 
Sweden, I think his majeſty need be little concerned at whatever meaſures may 
be taken by any other powers in the north. 


I beg your lordſhip's pardon for troubling you with ſo long a letter, which 


my deſire of being as exact as poſſible in my relation, has been the occa- 
ſion of. 8 

P. S. As 1 find by Mr. Walpole's letter to your lordſhip, that the Dutch 
miniſter at Paris, has again complained of major Hargrave's behaviour at 
Gibraltar, I believe it may be proper to ſend orders to colonel Kane, who 1s 
now upon the ſpot, to inquire into the affair of the Dutch prize, which was car- 
ried into Gibraltar, and to ſend a full account of all the circumſtances of that 
tranſaction, as well as to examine into the other complaints that have been 
made againſt major Hargrave, by either the Spaniards or the Dutch. 


SIR 


Period III. 
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LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


2720to0 1727. 
— Hopes to ſecure the acceſſion of the landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel to the treaty of 


Hanover,—Sends an intercepted letter from Peterſburgh, which ſeems to 
prove that a ſcheme is in agitation between the czarina, the king of Spain, 
and the emperor, to ſupport the pretender. —Farther proofs of the project. — 


Js convinced that the emperor is deeply engaged in it, Propoſes to fend more 
ſhips to the Weſt Indies. 


MY LORD, Hanover, October 4, 1725. 
Received the honour of your grace's private letter of September 14, by 
Randal, the meſſenger, this morning, which I immediately laid before the 


Very private. king, who was extreamly pleaſed to find, that your grace and my brother Wal- 
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pole concurr ſo entirely with his majeſty's ſentiments in relation to the meaſures 
to be taken in order to engage the landgrave of Heſſe to accede to the new 
alliance. I fear prince William of Heſſe, and Mr. Diemar have not found 
his highneſs ſo forward to accede upon the terms they propoſed to me, as they 
imagined they ſhould, for they have not yet been able to obtain his final con- 
ſent. I received, however, on Tueſday night, a very comfortable letter from 
baron Sparre, whom the landgrave ſent for to conſult upon this occaſion; in 
which he aſſures me, his highneſs will certainly conſent to Diemar's propoſal, 
and only waits to know the ſentiments of his ſon, the king of Sweden, upon it. 
Your grace and my brother Walpole, may depend upon it, I will be as good a 
huſband of the money as poſlible, and will draw as ſparingly as the neceſſity of 

the ſervice will allow. 
The copies of letters from Muſcovy, which J ſent you laſt Tueſday (and 
which I can aſſure you are genuine) compared with the advices we have re- 
ceived all this ſummer from Vienna, Madrid, Stockholm, and very lately from 
Mr. Walpole at Paris, open a ſcene, that, I am perſuaded, you will agree with 
me, might not only have been dangerous, but even fatal, if it had not been 
diſcovered in time. I don't know what to do with the perſon that putt theſe 
papers into our hands. He was ſent by the jacobites with letters of conſequence 
to Peterſburgh, and recommended by them to be placed in the army there, but 
not liking the country, was ſent back with thoſe diſpatches to France and Spain. 
But by the letters I have received from the chaplain of the factory at Peterſ- 
burgh, I have intelligence, that they had begun to ſuſpe& his fidelity, before 
| | MS 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


ever, they miſſed their aim, and the man is now at Amſterdam, where he de- 
livered the letters of which I ſent you copies. But I am afraid he can ſcarce 
be of any further uſe to us in betraying their correſpondence. Nevertheleſs, 
I have given him 100 l. and promiſed him a pardon, and further rewards, pro- 
vided he can give us any information, how we may intercept their letters; aſ- 
ſuring him, that if he dares go on himſelf, and deliver the originals, and putt 
the anſwers into our hands, he ſhall have a reward ſuitable to ſo great a 
ſervice. | 
Your grace will obſerve, that one of the letters is from fir Henry Sterling, 
who has been the pretender's known agent at Peterſburg theſe ſeveral years 
paſt. There is very little cant uſed in the letter. By goods he certainly 
means arms, and by the factory, the court of Peterſburg. The three firſt 
ſhips are thoſe, who touched at the iſland of Lewis, and I cannot but think 
they left part of their cargoe there. The not intending to attempt any thing 
at preſent, but to have every thing ready againſt next ſpring, is exactly con- 
formable to what Baſſewitz and Cederheilm the Swediſh miniſter at Peterſ- 
burgh write, as your grace will have been informed by letters, of which Mr. 
Walpole will have ſent you an account in his of September 13-24, and what 
is ſaid in thoſe extracts of the czarina's reſolution not to break off the nego- 
tiation by giving a flat refuſal to the propoſal made by us and the French 
court, with regard to the reconciliation and alliance, but rather to amuſe us 
with the hopes of agreeing, that they may gain time until their meaſures are 


taken, agrees perfectly with that part of the letter, where fir Henry aſſures 


them of the unalterable good wiſhes of the factory (i. e. the court of Perterſburg) 
who, ſays he, are as deſirous to contribute to eſtabliſh your trade, as may be, and 
admoniſhes them not to neglef the leaſt time to ſett all engins at work againſt 
the next ſeaſon, and tells them, that the factory have given their ill wiſhers no 


provocation as yet upon which they can lay any ſireſs ; Jo that he hopes their goods 
may paſs without any treacherous deſigns. 


Count Golowin, the Muſcovite miniſter at Stockholm, is one of the moſt 
noted jacobites of all Ruſſia; the captain of the ſhip that brought him, is one 
Surocole, who was in the rebellion with the late lord Marr. But what gives 
me the greateſt apprehenſions, that fir Henry Sterling is not quite in the 
wrong as to their ſtrength in Sweden, is looking back upon Mr. Poyntz's let- 


ters of the gth of June, and 6th of July, which were writt not long after the 
VOL, II. PART IIs 32 three 
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he ſailed from thence, and had ſent to ſeize him after he was aboard, How. Period III. 
1720 to 1727. 
— 


1725. 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period III. three Ruſſian men of war paſſed the Sound. I believe your grace vill judge 
— from them, that chere is great reaſon to think, that not only Mr. Reichell, the 


1725 · 


Holſtein miniſter, but even the Swediſh ſecretary Mr. Hopken, is deeply en- 
gaged in this ſcheme. I ſend your grace extrafts of thoſe letters, leaſt you 


ſhould not have them by you. As to William Heaſs, who is mentioned in 


this letter, he is one, who has been long employed in carrying meſſages for the 
Jacobites. Your grace muſt have ſeen his name frequently in the Leyden 
correſpondence. What ſir Henry ſays about prince Kurakin, and prince Dol- 
gorucki, I dare ſay is true, for your grace may remember, that a little before 
the czar's death, prince Kurakin had orders to ſollicit the court of France for 


their aſſiſtance towards reſtoring the pretender, and had likewiſe a credential 


letter from the pretender. Tho? this letter is directed for Meſſrs. Butler and 
Kelly, yet I verily believe it is writt to the duke of Ormond; ſor in the cloſe 
of it, where fir Henry ſpeaks in commendation of the bearer, he ſays, he would 


| kave been provided for here, but the defire he has to be near your favours, makes 


him refuſe the offers made. Which laſt words make it probable, that the let- 
ter is addreſſed to ſome perſon of credit and authority. 

The great ſumm mentioned as requiſite to carry on the work, he ws not 
only, that fir Henry's correſpondent is a perſon of ſome conſequence, but 
likewiſe that there are conſiderable powers engaged in the ſcheme; for beſides 
the money paid for the arms already carried to Cadiz on board the three men 


of war, he requires 120,000. more at leaſt. The powers concerned are 


without doubt, the emperor and Spain; and a proportion of the vaſt ſumms 
Spain has remitted to Amſterdam within theſe few months, is certainly em- 
ployed in this ſervice. I have had frequent advices from good hands of their 
having remitted four millions of crowns, but I have all the reaſon in the world 
to believe, that they have a credit for above half that ſumm, with one 4. 
dreoli, and another banker at Amſterdam. 

There can be no doubt, but that Spain is deeply engaged in this ſcheme. 
Theſe letters, and the whole conduct of the king and queen of Spain ſhew it. 


The great civilitys that are paid to the duke of Ormond; their ſeizing Ca- 


mock at this juncture, to be ſure, upon ſuſpicion of his being a ſpy of ours; 
the three ſhips already ſent, and the two others, which it appears by theſe let- 
ters the czarinna is ſending thither upon the jacobite account, beſides the im- 
poſſibility that any power, except Spain, ſhould furniſh the ſumm of money 
required, leave us no room to doubt that they intend, in conjunction with the 


czarinna, 
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czarinna, to make an attempt upon us next ſpring. And I am convinced, that Period III. 


the modeſt ſtile in which the queen of Spain talkt laſt to Mr. Stanhope upon 1720t01727, 


Gibraltar, was intended only to amuſe us, and to n coming to a TONY 
immediately, 

As to the court of Vienna, we may certainly conclude they have their have 
in this projett, ſince Spain is fo evidently engaged in it; the queen having 
done nothing for ſome time, but by their directions. It is not, however, from 
this general way of reaſoning only, that I am convinced the emperor is con- 
cerned in it. For I have been for fome months thoroughly perſwaded that 
Spain and the court of Vienna, when they concluded the late treaty, entered 
into a ſtrong engagement in favour of the pretender, by a ſecret article. I 
acquainted your grace ſome time ago with this intelligence, which I had from 
ſo good hands, that I no more doubt the truth of it, than if I had actually ſeen 
the article. 

Your grace will communicate what I now write to you, to my brother 
Walpole, and to him alone. We have fix months before us to take all pro- 
per meaſures for defeating the wicked intentions of our ennemies, but it is of 
the laft importance, that this diſcovery ſhould, if poſſible, be kept an abſolute 
ſecret, His majeſty muſt endeavour, while he is in theſe parts, to gain Sweden 
if we can ſecure that kingdom to our intereſt, and the Dutch, and the land- 
grave accede to our treaty, we may, in my opinion, laugh at all theſe deſigns. 
The only thing, that will be neceffary for your grace to do at this juncture, 
will be to ſend particular orders to general Wade, that the ſtricteſt ſearch be 
made in the highlands, and in the iſland of Lewis for the arms that the Muſ- 
covite ſhips are ſuppoſed to have left there. You will likewiſe preſs him to 
ſett all hands at work to get the barrack of Killiwemen and that of Inverneſs 
in a good poſture of defenſe. Your grace will take care to do this without 
diſcovering to the general the particular reaſons, that move his majeſty to de- 
fire that theſe works may be finiſht with all expedition. 

His majeſty has further commanded me to acquaint your grace, that, fince 
this diſcovery, he is more inclinable to come into what was propoſed by ſome 
of the lords of the council in relation to the ſending three or four ſhips more 
to ſtrengthen the ſquadron commanded by captain Scott in the Weſt Indies; 
being ſenſible that it will be no great expence to the public, and at the fame 
time that it will be a great check to the Spaniards. If your grace and my 


brother — are of che ſame opinion, his majeſty would have you acquaint 
32 2 * 


1725. 
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Period III. my lord Berkeley, that the king has altered his ſentiments upon that head, 
— and that he would have three or four ſhips gott ready as ſoon as poſſible, and 
ſent to the Weſt Indies. Theſe ſhips may, before they proceed upon that 
voyage, be made uſe of towards ſeizing the two ſhips mentioned to have been 
at Peterſburg, when theſe letters were wrote; if we can gett notice of them 
as they paſs the ſound, for I fancy they are not yet out of the Baltick. Your 
grace ſees they are the czarinna's ſhips, ſhe lends them, and it is probable, by 
[WY the accounts given of them, that they are men of war. We may perhaps meet 

14 with them upon our coaſt, or upon that of Scotland, but it will be, in my opi- 
nion, to little purpoſe to ſend any ſhips out to cruiſe for them, till we have had 
ſome previous notice of them; ſuch a ſtep would alarm, and would not be at- 
tended with any ſucceſs or advantage, I am, &c. 


1725 · 


Mae 


Intercepted letter from fir Henry Stirling, agent of the pretender, at Peterſburgh, 
ſuperſcribed to meſſieurs Butler and Kelly, merchants, at Madrid. Encloſed 
in the N +, 
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_ | St, e July 25, 1725. 

I'VE the favour of your's of the 23d of May, incloſed by our friend in Paris, 
with an account of his receiving the contents of my bill of the 28th of 
April, which gave me pleaſure. I hope the remainder will be as carefully an. 
ſwered: when required, you ſhall be furniſhed with moſt part, if not all the 
goods required before the latter end of the ſeaſon. I hope the three firſt 
| ſhips and goods are arrived without damage; there is one more ready to ſail, 
and two preparing, which will be clear before the end of this month. I have 
already aſſured you of the unalterable good wiſhes of this factory, who are as 
defirous to contribute to eſtabliſh your trade as may be. I cannot but repeat, 

that you muſt not neglett the leaſt time to ſet all your engines at work, and 
anſwer the next ſeaſon, It is required, that a proper perſon be immediately 
ſent to Stockholm, who will meet a ſure friend of our's there, ſent by this fac- 
tory, who will facilitate the accompliſhment of the needful; as ſoon as I have 
an account of his being on the way, I'll meet him, There muſt be one hundred 
and twenty thouſand pounds ſterling at leaſt, ready to be anſwered where re- 
quired, to do matters effectually, beſides the price of the preſent goods re- 
quired. This I think proper to hint, for one of our faQtors from there, fig- 
nify'd ſuch to me; and it's proper, whoever you ſend, be adviſed on this point. 
William 
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William Heas goes away from this for Stockholm immediately, to view the Period III. 


goods there, which are in good order, as I am told. Matters are carryed on 
here with all imaginable diſcretion, but the guilty conſcience of our ill wiſhers, 


gives us juſt reaſon to apprehend dangers, yet as they have no provocation to 


lay any ſtreſs * I hope our goods may paſs free from any treacherous 
deſigns. 


Prince Dolgoruky and prince Kourakin have inſtructions to cloſe with ſuch 


as you appoint to treat with them. Our friend Thomas Gordon incloſed my 


letter of the 4th of laſt month, to be forwarded by his friend in Bourdeaux: 


nothing elſe beſides the aforeſaid, ſeems neceſſary at preſent to be inſerted. The 


bearer can acquaint you with ſome remarks; he has anſwer'd the character you 
writ of him, and would be accordingly provided for here, but the deſire he has 
to be near your favours, makes him refuſe the offers made, for which reaſon I 


think he deſerves the greateſt eſteem. I conclude with my beſt reſpects to 
you and yours. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Propoſes to ſend a ſpy to Peterſburgh, under the appearance of a jacobite,— 
Objects to the intercepting Ruſſian ſhips under the bare ſuſpicion of carrying 
arms.—Deprecates a war, which nothing can juſtiſy but the dread of an in- 
vaſion in ſupport of the pretender. 


MY LORD, October 2-13, 1725. 


OUR lordſhip's letter to the duke of Newcaſlle of the 14th inſtant N. S. 

came to us laſt night, and I agree with you ſo intirely in your reaſonings 
about the intercepted letter from Peterſburgh, that I had reſolved to give you 
my thoughts upon the ſubjeQ, and in the ſame way of thinking before we re- 
ceived your's. This diſcovery is of the laſt importance, and I think, if this 
channel of intelligence is loſt, nothing ſhould be ſpared to ſecure ſome other 
method of being informed of what is doing. 

You obſerve, that part of their ſecurity is, that we have nobody at peterſ- 
burgh, and as we have ſix months before us, if we could ſettle an intelligence, 
we may certainly prevent the miſchiefs that are intended. The Ruſſian fac- 
tory, I underſtand, are all jacobites, and upon that principle, were ſo eaſily 
induced to join in the clamour againſt captain Dean, but we may from thence 
infer, that they are, or ſome of them to a degree informed of what is doing. 

May 


1720to 1727. 
— 


1725. 


Hardwicke 


Papers. 


Copy. 
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May I try fir Nathaniel Gould (governor of that company) with all poſſible cau- 
tion, whether he can procure any intelligence from thence, or whether any 
body could be ſent as upon the companies affairs, who might take the charac. 
ter of a jacobite, and endeavour to dive into the ſecret. Something at leaſt, I 
think, ſhould be attempted. | 

I was very clear in my opinion, not to order any ſhips to he fitted out and 
ſent to the Weſt Indies. The ſeaſon of the year, when all the trade in thoſe 
parts is expected to come home, the time for making any repriſals upon Spain 
in theſe ſeas, being ſo far off as May, when the flota or galleons are ſooneſt 
expected, and the impoſlibility of preventing the alarm, and giving lord Berk- 
ley a ſuppoſition that there is ſome ſecret concealed from him, convinced me, 
not to give any orders liable to thoſe objections, which I think at the ſame 
time can be of no ſervice, and we ſhould rather keep our naval force at home, 
than ſend it abroad. I take it for granted, that by this time ſome more of the 
ſhips may be come away from Ruſſia; and if they ſhould be intercepted, without 
farther evidence or ſatisfaction to the world, I am afraid to ſeize or ſtop Ruſ- 
fian ſhips trading to Spain, or ſailing under that pretence, with all their proper 
documents to that purpoſe, would be ſuch an a of hoſtility, as would make 
us deem'd the aggreſſors, in caſe of a rupture, and that is one thing, I think, 
we ſhould avoid. And if we are to be engaged in a war, which I moſt hear- 
tihy deprecate, tis to be wiſhed that this nation may think, an invaſion by a fo- 
reign power, or an evident defign of ſuch an invaſion, the ſupport of the pre- 
tender, and the cauſe of the proteſtant ſucceſſion, are the chief and principal mo- 
tives that obliged us to part with that peace and tranquillity, and the happy con- 


ſequences thereof, which we now enjoy. 


I begin now to think with his majeſty's leave, to go into Norfolk, which J 
hope I may be permitted to do about the 20th of this month; it would be of 
ſome ſervice to know by that time, when we may expect the happineſs of ſeeing 
his majeſty here, and about what time tis propoſed that the parliament 
ſhall ſet. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND, 


Thirty or forty ſhips of the line will be ready next ſpring.—Is convinced that an 
invaſion is deſigned. 


MY 
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MY LORD, London, October 12==21, 17235. Period III. | 
THE duke of Newcaſtle and I dined yeſterday with lord Berkley, where . 
communicated to him the contents of the laſt intelligence, and diſcourſed 1525. 
fully upon the ſubject. The reſult was to give orders to the commiſſioners of Hardwicke 
victualling to contraft for and provide victuals for 10,000 ſeamen, which will Papers. 
be declared in council on Thurſday to be the number of men for ſea ſervice for Copy. 
the year 1726, and as the orders for victualling have been for the ſame number 
of men for ſeveral late years, and the quantity of victuals reduced only by 
private intimations, this may and ſhall be done without giving any alarm, 

or notice taken, and when this quantity is provided, it will be very eaſy at 
any time betwixt this and the latter end of January, to make up the compli- 
ment for 2 or 3000 men more, if neceſſity ſhall require. 

I have procured a liſt of all the navy, with ſuch ſhips mark'd as are ready 

or may very ſoon be ready to put to ſea, and it may certainly be depended 
upon, that 30 or 40 ſhips of the line of battle may be eaſily got ready to put 
to ſea in March or April next, without giving any new orders before Chriſt- 
mas, and lord Berkley was very explicitly of this opinion, ſo that there is no 
occaſion to give any orders now, or for his majeſty to determine at preſent, 
for what ſervice, or in what ſeas the fleet ſhall ſerve, in which there will be 
many inconvemences, For as I fear there will be no difficulty in fitting out a 
fleet, but in procuring men, this difficulty will increaſe, if *tis known that the 
fleet is deſigned for the Baltick, ſo great an averſion have all the ſailors for 
that ſervice. There will be likewiſe time to conſider in what other parts any 
other part of the fleet may be moſt uſefully employed, according to intelli- 
gences and circumſtances of time and things. 
I muſt confeſs the apprehenſions of ſome defign next ſpring, obtain ſo much 
with me, that I think it deſerves the greateſt attention, and we cannot be too 
watchful to trace and diſcover all that can poſſibly be known. The deſign at 
preſent appears to me in this light: the difficulty that Spain is under to fur. 
| niſh ſhips or to equip them, has made it neceſſary for Ruſſia to ſupply the 
ſhips, and at the ſame time to fend with them ſuch quantities of naval ſtores, 
as may be ſufficient to equip ſuch ſhips as may be had in Spain. For I do not 
apprehend that the three Ruſſian ſhips that touched in Scotland, did land, or 
deſigned to land any arms or warlike ſtores in Scotland. 

The movements and diſpoſition that had lately been made in the Ruſſian 
fleet, by ſending fo many ſhips to Revel, has the appearance of a fleet's being 

| deſigned 
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Period III. deſigned to come early from thence, and to ſail at the ſame time with the em- 
fit barkation deſign'd from Spain, one probably for Scotland, the other for the 
1725, weſt of England; and if the emperor engages in the deſign, the land forces, 
that muſt have the greateſt ſhare in the execution of this project, muſt be had 
for Flanders, by way of Oſtend, and theſe are the events which it ſeems to me, 
are chiefly to be guarded againſt; and if any thing, like this, is the ſcheme, 
the concluſion ſeems very plain, that a ſufficient fleet, ſent early enough to the 
Baltick, and another to be employed in our own ſeas, as occurrences ſhall di- 
rect, and to guard our own coaſt, may probably defeat the projet. But if in 
the mean time, any meaſures could poſſibly be fallen upon, that might divert 
the attempt, that is of all things to be moſt wiſhed for and deſired. 


„ Afterwards LORD CARTERET TO RICHARD EDGECUMBE. * 
lord Edge- | 


cumbe. Makes overtures of friend/lip to fir Robert Walpole.—And offers his beſt fer- 
vices to forward that end. 


SIR, : Dublin Caſtle, September 29, 1725, 
Hardwicke J Return you my moſt ſincere thanks for your letters of the 2 1ſt and 23d 
_ Inſtant, in which you give me ſo good an account of your proceedings in 
| Coy. the affair with relation to your friend, which I recommended to you, and 
which I have extremely at heart. If I was not fully bent upon cementing 
that friendſhip, I would never have applied to you about it; I know your juſt 
5 and tender attachment to the perſon concerned; I know your penetration 
N likewiſe, ſo as not to venture to impoſe upon you, if ſuch a thought had heen 
Wk in my heart; but I truſted to that relation of blood which ſubſiſts between us, 
and to that uninterrupted civility and acquaintance, that has been between ug 
ever ſince we appeared in the world; and that you would be glad to facilitate 
my coming into that friendſhip, which you yourſelf are ſo happily engaged in. 
It was upon this foundation, that I applied to you, and I will give any tokens 
of ſincerity that you ſhall require, and think proper for me to do. I find you 
mention—the only meaſures that can create a confidence, Sc. If I knew ſpe- 
cifically what they are, I would anſwer with the utmoſt frankneſs, being re- 
ſolved not to let this opportunity ſlip, upon which I muſt regulate my future 
conduct. If that friendſhip can be obtained, I ſhall think myſelf happy, and 
be for ever faithfull to it; if not, you will bear me witneſs, that I endeavoured 
it. As I know it will be agreeable to you to do good to us both, fo I deſire 
you 
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you will continue to cultivate the diſpoſition in your friend, that you mention; Period III. 


and I will, on my part, do what you ſhall think becomes me to convince him 


of the truth and ſincerity of my intentions to eftabliſh a laſting amity between 


us. I hope to hear from you again. 

Our matters here, as to the parliament, go on very well, but as that body 1 is 
always to be watched, and never to be anſwered for, I can only ſay, that I have 
no reaſon as yet to apprehend any diſturbance. The ſtate of Prat's account, 

will be cloſed before the commiſſioners, ſo as they may report upon it on Sa- 
turday next; and people here grow much cooler, ſince it is probable, as Gar- 
diner told me to day, that the deficiency upon Prat's account, will not exceed 
35,0001. to which his eſtate and ſecurity having been applied, hardly any thing 
will remain deficient. I ſhall uſe my beſt endeavours. to quiet all noiſe and 
clamour, and I think I ſhall ſucceed, for the king's ſervice, and the future 
quiet of this country Prat's account will be brought down to the day of his 
diſmiſſion; and he has a notion, that his friends, when the public buſineſs in 
the parliament is over, may have weight enough to get 10,0000. remitted to 
him. I think this very chymerical. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND, 


Encloſes the preceding letter to Mr. Edgecumbe,—Carteret makes overtures of 
friendſhip and union, which he judges it prudent to accept. 


MY LORD, October 12—21, 1725, 


1720t0 1727. 
. md 


1725. 


Am now to give your lordſhip an account of a tranſaction, which being Hardwicke 


carried ſo far, I thought neceſſary to acquaint you with it, and hope, con- 
ſidering all things, you will think I have done right. Upon Mr. Edgecumb's 
return from Ireland, he came commiſſioned from lord Carteret to make me 
the moſt ample tender and offer of ſervices, that words could expreſs, and 
recommended it moſt earneſtly to him as a common friend to do all the good 
offices he poſſibly could, to procure a good underſtanding and reconciliation 


betwixt us, upon ſuch aſſurances of fincerity as nothing can exceed. And 


altho* in the report of two different and very long converſations upon this 
ſubjeQ, I did not obſerve many things new, but rather a repetition of what his 
lordſhip had frequently ſaid to all of us upon the like occaſion, the manner 
in which he broke this to Mr. Edgecumbe, the earneſtneſs with which he 


preſſed him to undertake it, and his beginning thus by a third perſon, a formal 
VOL, 11. PART Ils 3 * nego- 
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negociation, to which I was under the neceſſity to give ſome anſwer, prevailed 
with me ſo far to receive and entertain his propoſal, as to ſend him a civil but 

very general anſwer, which I did not then know but might end there. But the 

laſt poſt brought a letter from his lordſhip to Mr. Edgecumbe of which I ſend 

your lordſhip a copy incloſed. By that you'l ſee and judge how much he is 

in earneſt, or how deſirous at leaſt he would be thought to come to terms and 
temper with us. 

Upon this, I was of opinion, that I ſhould encourage him to hope for our 
friendſhip; and as you will fee by the words he has mark'd in his letter to 
_ Mr. Edgecumbe, what my firſt anſwer was to him, I now explained that, that 
upon condition he would enter cordially and ſincerely into the king's meaſures 
in conjunction with us at preſent in the adminiſtration, and without any re- 
ſerves, I was ready to agree with him, and as he knew with whom I was fo far 
engaged as to do nothing but in concert, this muſt be underſtood to extend 


equally to thoſe with whom I was engaged; and that to render this reconcilia- 


tion more perfect, I would by the firſt opportunity acquaint your lordſhip 
With it, and did not doubt of your concurrence upon the ſame conditions. 
By this means, my lord, we ſhall hinder him from entring into any engage- 
ments with Roxborough, Pulteney, &c. we fhall have the uſe of him and his 
aſſiſtance in the houſe of lords next winter, where his behaviour may make 
him ſo deſperate with them, that he may have no reſcource. I ſay nothing of 
his fincerity, ſo as to anſwer for it ; but we know him enough to watch him, 
and be upon our guard. I think the ſtroke of Roxborough has frightened 
him into this temper, from which be ſees we could do, what he thought we 
could not; and if we keep him and Berkley, who both reaſon and talk alike 
from the laſt meaſure, I think we have all that are worth having of that clan. 
You'l let me know what you think of this tranſattion. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE DUKE Of tem. 


Intrigues of Spain and the _—_ in favour of the e d 


MY LORD, | Gohrde, November 4==15, 1725. 


Send your grace by this meflenger, a copy of Mr. Poyntz's difpatch, and of 
the advices ſent by Cederhielm from Peterſbourgh to Stockholm. Your 
grace will ſee one article among thoſe advices which confirms, in the ſtrongeſt 
| manner, 
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manner, the deſign mentioned in the letters intercepted from Peterſburg, and Period III. | | 
all our ſuſpicions in relation to the intrigues of the courts of Vienna and Ma- —— | | 
drid in favour of the pretender. Your grace will likewiſe find a very extra- 172. 
ordinary article in the circular from Madrid, which I received yeſterday, re- 

lating to the three Muſcovite ſhips at Cadiz. Their ſending them now to 
Ireland can be in no other view, than preparatory to the Spaniards beginning 

their attack upon us in favour of the pretender early next ſpring. His ma- 

jeſty thinks that no time ſhould be loſt in ſending proper orders privately to 

lord Carteret to take the moſt effeftual care, that thoſe ſhips upon their firſt 
arrival in any ports of that kingdom, be ſeized and ſearcht with the utmoſt 
exactneſs and rigour; and that the officers employed do take care to ſecure all 

the ſmall arms they ſhall find aboard, and likewiſe all papers that do not ap- 
pear to relate to trade; and to prevent as much as poſſible thoſe on board | 
having any correſpondence with the people of that country. 

The ſhips being ſhips of force, and our not knowing to what port they are 

deſigned, will make the execution of the orders to be ſent difficult, and their 
ſucceſs precarious. Your grace will therefore conſult lord chancelor, lord 
Berkley, and ſuch others of the regents as you ſhall think proper in this affair, 
and take care that without loſs of time, ſuch orders be ſent to the lord lieute- 
nant in particular, and ſuch directions in general given, as ſhall appear to them 
proper for the ſeizing and ſearching the abovementioned ſhips, and ſecuring 
all the ſmall arms that ſhall be found on board them; as likewiſe all papers 
that may be of any conſequence to his majeſty and his government. 
If any other pretence could be found for giving theſe orders, ſo that the 
true reaſon might yet be kept ſecret, it would be of infinite advantage. How- 
ever, if that cannot be done, your grace and the other lords will ſee the im- 
portance of having the orders themſelves kept a ſecret, and every thing re- 
lating to them tranſacted with all the privacy the nature of the thing itſelf, and 
the good and ſucceſs of the ſervice will allow of. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Imputes the bad ſiate of affairs in Ireland to the Brodricks,—Makes a few ob- 
ſervations on the draught of the king's ſpeech, — Stocks affected by rumours of 
war.—Recommends caution. —Ofpoſition. 
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Period III. MY DEAR LORD, London, Nov. 29—Dec. 10, 1725; 
4 canes Believe your lordſhip is not at a loſs to account for my long filence, being 
1725. inform'd that I have been in Norfolk, where the fineneſs of the ſeaſon de- 
Walpole tained me a week longer than I propoſed, but I have now taken my leave of 
Papers. all rural diverſions for this winter. 2 | 
Copy. Your lordſhip's letter, with a draft of the king's ſpeech, came to us yeſter- 


day. I will certainly conſider it in the beſt manner I am able, and be ready 
to give you my poor thoughts upon it by letter, or upon your arrival. But 
it is neceſſary that I ſhould ſuggeſt to your lordſhip, that if the parliament is to 
be opened in that manner, and the meaſures are to be put in execution, which 
ſeem reſolved by the tenure of your lordſhip's ſeveral difpatches tranſ- 
mitted to the duke of Newcaſtle, which I have peruſed ſince my return from 
the country, it will be adviſeable, if his majeſty can order his affairs accord- 
ingly, that the parliament ſhould ſet about the middle of January. For the 
opening of the parliament in that manner, will immediately affect the credit in 
ſome degree, which in ſuch cafes being always worſe at firſt, than after a little 
time and conſideration, may probably make it neceſſary for me a little to vary 
my ſchemes of the ſupply, and not venture upon the ſtrength of credit, which 
I have hitherto depended upon. | 

This leads me to tell you, that the rumors of war begin now to obtain pretty 
much, and have their effetts upon the ſtocks, which, as *tis unavoidable, we 


muſt expect and provide accordingly, but at the ſame time, not to take any 


ſteps which are not immediately neceſſary, and which in point of time, will be 
as effeQual to all intents and purpoſes. I ſpeak this in regard to fitting out 


ſhips, and manning ſquadrons, for tis moſt certain, that in three months, all 


great expectations of the materials he ſhould furniſh him with, when it might 


that can poſſibly be wanted, may as certainly be got ready as in twelve months; 
and one or two ſuch ſquadrons as are talk'd of, may certainly be had and got 
ready in all particulars, except ſeamen, which will at all times be an unequal 
difficulty, as well, altho* delayed till the beginning of the next year, as if orders 
were immediately given. 

It is fit you ſhould likewiſe be acquainted, that the Pultney's build great 
hopes upon the difficultys they promiſe themſelves will ariſe from the foreign 
affairs, and eſpecially from the Hanover treaty. I had a curiofity to open 
ſome of their letters, and find them full of this language. The laſt foreign 
mail brought a letter from count Staremberg to William Pulteney, giving him 


be 
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be done with ſafety, and very ſtrong in general terms upon what is tranſacting Period III. 


with you. Wiſe Daniel fills all his inland correſpondence with refleQions of 
the ſame kind, and gives all their fools great hopes of doing wonders: their 
two only topicks are the civil liſt and the Hanover treaty; but I cannot learn, 
they have gained a man but righteous fir Joſeph.* I am, with great truth and 
affection. 

Ik great care be not taken, the vacancy of the ſee at Cheſter will make an 
irreparable breach betwixt our two governing prelates, of Vork and London. 
The firſt in the ſtrongeſt terms eſpouſing Dr. Gilbert, the other moſt deter- 
mined againſt him. 


Lord Townſhend's ſketch of a ſpeech for the enſuing ſeſſion. 
MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN, 
HOUGH the ſtate of my dominions abroad, made it neceſſary for me to 
paſs ſome months in thoſe parts, yet I hope you will find, that I have 
not been leſs attentive to every thing that may tend towards ſupporting the 
honour and intereſt, and fecuring the peace and tranquillity of my kingdom. 
The diſtreſs'd condition to which ſome of our proteſtant brethren abroad 
are reduced, the engagements entered into by ſome powers, which it is juſtly 
to be feared, may deprive my ſubjetts of very conſiderable branches of their 
trade, in prejudice of the rights and privileges long ſince acquired to them by 


the moſt ſolemn treatys, made me think it a duty incumbent upon me, to loſe 


no time in concerting proper meaſures with ſome neighbouring powers; and I 
have accordingly made a defenſive alliance, which I hope will, with your ſup- 
port and aſſiſtance, be an effeQtual ſecurity againſt the encroachments that are 
daily made upon our trade. 

I have already given the neceffary orders for laying this treaty before you, 
and I doubt not but that I ſhall ſoon be able to acquaint you, that more powers 
have acceeded to it. 

I have reaſon to believe, that the pretender (who is ever ready to ſacrifice 
to his own views all the moſt valuable intereſts of this kingdom) is uſing his 
endeavours, and not without ſome proſpett of ſucceſs, to obtain the aſſiſtance 
of ſome of thoſe very powers who have enter'd into engagements ſo prejudicial 
to the trade of this nation. 

It is the fartheſt from my intentions to put my ſubjeQs to an expence, by 
taking any unneceſſary precautions, I have an entire confidence in the ak- 
fection 


1720 to 1727. 
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1725. 


* Jekyll, 
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Period TIT. feftion of my people, and in the fidelity and bravery of my army. I muſt, 
772977 however, recommend it to you, to enable me to have a ſtrong fleet at ſea early 
1725. next ſpring, which you muſt all be ſenſible, may not only be neceſſary to- 
wards preventing or defeating any attempts from abroad, but will give me a 

proper ſtrength and weight in all foreign negociations. 
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LORD TOWNSHEND TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 


— oe 


Inculcales the neceſſity of vigorous meaſures in order to reduce the emperor to 
reaſon, 


— 2 _ ——— — — 
— _ — — 
Re .” — 


DEAR BROTHER, | Hanover, December 7—18, 1725. 
Walpole J Have received the favour of your's of the 2gth November, and am glad to 
hho. come find you have had ſo much good weather, ſo fine a ſeaſon, and fo much 
Copy. en dea! in Norfolk. 

I was perfectly aware of the objeQtions that would occur to you upon the 
rough ſketch I ſent you of what I thought proper for his majeſty to ſay at the 
opening of the parliament; it may be ſoftened as to ſome expreſſions, but I am 
perſuaded I ſhall be able, when we meet, to convince you that nothing can 
prevent a war, in the preſent ſtate of things, but vigorous reſolutions on the 
part of our parliament, which cannot be, unleſs occaſion is given from what 
the king ſhall ſay to them from the throne. 

The emperor's views at. this junQure are as extenſive and as dangerous to 
Europe in general, and to our country in particular, as ever thoſe of Lewis 
the 14th were; and if we do not in time ſhew the world that we are deter- 
min'd to oppoſe him, if he does not depart from them and grow reaſonable, 
and reſolve to live with his old friends as formerly, we ſhall be involved in 
difficulties and expences, and perhaps in engagements which may carry us too 
far. A war will be inevitable, and we left alone with France to bear the weight 
of it, according to ſuch proportions as the French ſhall think fit to impoſe 
upon us: whereas ſhewing a ſpirit now will ſecure us friends, prevent Portu- 

gal and other powers from joining with the emperor and Spain, and conſe- 
quently convince the imperial court of the folly and madneſs of their ſcheme, 
and bring them once more to their right ſenſes. 

As to the Pulteneys, with regard to our treaty, I think we need not be 
much afraid of them; they will not be able to reaſon better againſt it, than 

thoſe 
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thoſe do from whom * they have their inſtruQtions, and you ſee all they can 
ſay in the two memorialls given in at the Hague by the imperial miniſter 
there. 

The affairs in Ireland are in a very bad way, but I ſhall not trouble you 
with my ſentiments upon them till we meet. I intend to leave this place on 
Friday next, in order to paſs four or five days at the Hague, before the king 
getts to Helvoetſſuys. His majeſty has not yet fixed the day he intends to 


ſett out from this place, but I believe it will be the 28th or 29th inſtant, N. 8. 
J am, with the greateſt truth and affection, &c. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDLETON. 


Oppoſes Daniel Pulteney's motion for appointing a committee to examine the _ 
lic accounts from 1714. 


(Feb. 10, 1725-6.) YESTERDAY came your's of the 26th of laſt 
month. I think itt very plaine that what paſſed the firſt day of our meeting by 
the claime layd in of examining minutely into the ſeveral eſtimates had its 
very full effect: for uppon delivery of them, wee were told that the calcula- 
tions were made as low as poſſible, and ſoe itt proved, for I really think a 
thouſand pounds could nott upon the whole with colour of reaſon have been 

excepted againſt, ſoe that by common conſent, they were allowed, ſoe 
_ triviall a ſumme nott being worth contending. A very long debate 
happened yeſterday uppon a motion of Mr. D. Pultnyes (which you'l ſee 
in the votes) for appointing a committee to examine the publique accounts 
from the year 1714, to which a negative was given by a majority of a great 
many above a hundred. I was with the majority, though ſome of my beſt friends 
(from whom I ſeldom differ, divided for the queſtion) becauſe I thought itt 


reaſonable; taking itt in either viewe, was what I formed my judgment uppon, 
ſuppoſing noe debt ſhould have been incurred in that time, which could poſſi- 
bly have been avoided, the enquiry was of noe uſe. Taking itt in another 
viewe (which I beleive would have been the caſe) I thought itt very improper 


* Alluding to the emperor and his miniſters, with whom the Pulteneys kept up a conſtant 
correſpondence, 


to 
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Midleton 
Papers. 


extremely ill timed, though the thing in ittſelfe (generally ſpeaking) is highly 
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1720 to1727. 
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1725. 
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very willing to ruffle the government whenever wee had | opertunity for ſoe 
doing, and might from ſuch a notion bee induced to goe into a war, which they 
would nott have adventured, uppon any other conſideration, Creditt has for 
ſome time paſſt been in a ſinking condition, and in my opinion would have grown 
worſe; lett people think what they will, this is our main ſupport, take that 
away, our caſe will bee bad. I ſuppoſe I ſhall be ſayd to bee turned courtier, 
butt I deſpiſe every ſuggeſtion of that kind. I never was for a minority, be- 
cauſe they are ſoe, nor will I bee againſt them as ſuch, which to deale plainly, 
was in my opinion, the foundation of this matter. I contented myſelfe with 
giving my vote, without ſpeaking in the debate: the torys were generally with 
the minority, ſome few, butt nott many whigs. You may perhaps bee ſur- 
prized by our votes, which you have and will ſee, whereby it will appeare wee 
raiſe above three millions, till you underſtand the matter, for above one third 
of itt 1s onely turning as much which wee owe into another ſhape, and this al- 
teration is apparently a great ſaving to the nation: *twere too long to enter into 
the detaile of itt, butt aſſure yourſelf tis ſoe. 

I am told by an eminent merchant, whoſe correſpondence is great, and 
very good, that they are of opinion, that there is noe likelyhood of the empire 
or Spaine going into a war this yeare, whatever they may doe hereafter, for 
which they give this good reaſon, that they are in noe meaſure prepared for itt. 


1 am fully perſwaded we ſhall nott bee the aggreſſors; for 'tis very plaine, that 


whatever our houſe ſayes, wee are nott inclinable to itt, and I thinke *twill bee 
in noe bodyes power to reconcile a majority to itt. Whenever it happens, I am 
confident Portugal will not bee partyes; they will find great advantages by a neu- 
trality, and are not over fond of rendering Spaine more conſiderable then itt is. 
The Dutch had long under conſideration the ſame point, wherein their loſt 
trade turned the ballance. The attorney general told mee, that there laſt Iriſh 
bills were to bee reported this day. I thinke we are winding up our bottoms 

as faſt we can. gs SE 
Since writing, I have been in company with a very knowing and conſider- 
able tory (but a Hanoverian) who deſired mee to explaine the motion, which 
I did, and told him what induced mee to vote as I did. His anſwer was, this 
is a very tickliſh time, I thinke you judged the matter perfectly right, for itt 
could now be of noe uſe, butt might be attended with fatall conſequences, 
eſpecially for that the commencement of the enquiry was to bee from the 
king's 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


king's acceſſion to the crowne. This was in my mind during the debate, and 
if I had ſpoake, I ſhould have mentioned itt, butt conſidering how apparent 


it was what might be the ſucceſſe of the queſtion, I was unwilling to ſay any 


thing of this kind, conſidering that ſome whoe had argued for the queſtion, are 
I am very ſure, as heartily in his majeſty's intereſt as any ſubjett hee has. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO BISHOP FREJUS.* 


Congratulates him on his elevation to the office of firſt miniſter. 


MONSIEUR, a Londres ce 8—19, de Juin, 1726, 


JE ne doute pas que la juſtice que ſa majeſte tres chretienne vient de rendre 3 

votre excellence en ſe repoſant ſur elle du ſoin de ſes affaires, ne ſoit applau- 
die de tous ceux qui ſont zelez pour le bien public, et pour la gloire de la France, 
et je vous ſupplie de croire, que c'eſt avec un plaiſir extreme, que je prens 
cette premiere occaſion pour vous en faire mes complimens tres ſincères. 

Mais l'eſtime particulicre que j'ay pour votre perſonne, et la haute idee 
que J'ay concue de votre merite ne tirent pas leur origine d'un Evenement de 
fi fraiche date: il y a long tems, monſieur, que je ſcay avec combien de 2zéle, 
et dCapplication vous travaillez pour la tranquilite de l' Europe, et pour la 
gloire, et Punion des deux couronnes, qui, dans cette conj uncture delicatte, 
en eſt le plus ferme et ſolide ſoutien; et la grande marque de confiance dont 
ſa majeſte tres chretienne vient de vous honorer, m'aſſure que la reuſſite en 
ſera gloireuſe, et que le ſucces de vos ſoins repondra à leur affiduite. 


Joſe vous aſſurer, monſieur, que le roy mon maitre prend beaucoup de part 


à votre avancement, et ſa majeſte ſe promet d'un miniſtre auſſi droit et eclaire 
que votre excellence la continuation et meme Paccroiſſance, s'il eſt poſſible, 
de cette bonne intelligence qui regne fi heureuſement entre les deux couron- 
nes, laquelle ſeule, peut Ctre, pourra tenir en reſpe& des puiſſances, qui veillent 
avec une attention tres vive, pour profiter de notre diſunion. J'oſe pro- 
mettre que rien ne manquera de la part de ſa majeſte pour reſſerrer les Noeuds 
de cette amitie encore plus etroitement. 

Voila des ſentimens, monſieur, que je croy avoir en commun avec toute 
"Europe ſur cette occaſion, mais Vamitie et la bienveillance dont vous ho- 
norez mon frere me mettent en droit de m'interreſſer encore plus particulicre- 
ment, et plus ſenſiblement en tout ce qui vous regarde, et je prie votre ex- 
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Period III. cellence d'Ctre perſuadee, que nous tacherons, un et l'autre de nous en ren- 


t . 
8 dignes par une affection plein de reconnoiffance et d'un attachement tres 
1726. ſincère. 


—— 


1726. 


INTERCEPTED LETTERS FROM SEVERAL FOREIGN MI- 
NISTERS, WHICH PROVE THAT THE KING'S GERMAN 
MINISTERS WERE CABALLING WIFH THE EMPEROR 
AND THE OPPOSITION AGAINST THE TREATY OF 
HANOVER. | 


COUNT PALM TO THE EMPEROR, 


Bothmar diſepprove the treaty of Hanover.,—The king averſe to the Engl: Te 
miniſters. 


Walpole + (London, April 2g, 1726.) IT is the general opinion here, that the mi- 
Papers. niſtry has put itſelf into a neceſſity to effect the recalling of the patent of the 
Official tranf- Oftend company, or its being transferred to ſome other place, or elſe to re- 
lation. ſolve upon a rupture, becauſe they have too much obliged and engaged them- 
ſelves to the parliament. Count Bothmar himſelf, who continues ſtill to be 

for a good underſtanding between the king and your imperial majeſty, laments 

the violent proceedings. He believes that in caſe it had been poſſible to pre- 

vail with your imperial majeſty to come to ſome temperament upon the affair 

of the commerce of Oſtend, before the parliament had taken cogniſance of it, 

it would have never gone fo far, and poffibly means had been found out for 
accommodating the whole affair; but at preſent, he thinks that it will be dif- 

ficult to compoſe this matter; 

The king himſelf does in my humble opinion not much like (or is much 
diſheartened with) the conduct of his Engliſh miniſtry, but he is got into their 

hands in ſuch a manner, that he is obliged to conform in every thing to their 

will, and it would perhaps pleaſe the king, if by a natural conſequence of 

events he could get rid of that ſubjeQion. 
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POZOBUENO * TO RIPPERDA., Period III. 


1720 to 1727. 


Embarraſſments and alarms of the king of England leſt his German dominion —— 
ſhould be attacked. —The Hanoverian party averſe to the treaty of Hanover, en 


= 
— Encourage theſe alarms, — 


(London, May 16, 1726.) THE king of Great Britain ſuſpetts more and Orford . 
more, that if the king of Pruſſia conceives that the treaty concluded at Vienna . P. 
between the emperor, Ruſſia, and Sweden, will be prejudicial to his intereſts, Tran/ation. 
he will recede from the treaty of Hanover, and on this event, the king's 
German dominions will be expoſed to invaſion ſhould a war be occaſioned by 
the treaty of Vienna, This refleQion has conſiderably agitated the king's mind; 
for it 1s evident, that tis wiſhes tend to the preſervation and augmentation of 
his electorate; and his inclination is ſo great, that he cannot diſſemble it. To 
this inclination may be attributed the reſolution which, it is ſaid, he has taken, 
that at the leaſt cauſe of ſuſpicion from the king of Pruſſia, he will inſtantly 
repair to Hanover, to keep Frederic William to his promiſes, and. to place 
himſelf at the head of his troops, ſhould any invaſion from the emperor or the 
czarina render it neceſſary, It is feared that the czarina will form an enter- 
priſe in favour of her ſon-in-law the duke of Holſtein, and it is added, that 
the duke of Mecklenburgh will command the Ruſſian troops at their de- 
barkation. 

Beſides theſe ſubjefts of diſquiet, the king of England feels no leſs cha- 
grin in having loſt the confidence of the emperor, whom he ſo much loves and 
eſteems, conſiders the treaty of Vienna as offenſive and prejudicial both to 
the ſafety of his Hanoverian dominions, and to the Britiſh commerce; and if 
his inclination firſt leads him to preſerve his hereditary dominions, yet his 
intereſt obliges him to endeavour to maintain the commerce of England, 

which is his chief wiſh, the loſs of which he is convinced would effeftually prove 
che ruin of all. 

The king is no leſs troubled with the ſuſpicions which he entertains, that the 
emperor is reſolving to annul the treaty of Hanover, as oppoſite to the conſti- 
tution of the Germanic empire. The Hanoverian party here encourage theſe 
ſuſpicions, and inſinuate that an eleQoral aſſembly will be convened, for the 
purpoſe of declaring the treaty unconſtitutional and of exhorting the king 


and Frederic William as electors of Hanover and Brandenburgh to retratt it, 
3 8 2 | and 
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Period III. and in caſe of refuſal to put them under the ban of the empire. The confi- 
dend friends of the king ſpeak with regret of this convocation of the electoral 
1726. aſſembly, which is threatened to be called in the month of July; and a hint 
thrown out by the empreſs in a letter to the ducheſs of Kendal, that it appears 
from the treaty of Hanover, as if the king had no longer occaſion for the em- 
peror's friendſhip, has tended to confirm the king in this opinion, that he has 
loſt the emperor's confidence. 
POZOBUENO TO RIPPERDA. 
Orford (London, May 23, 1726.) THE account I tranſmitted to your excel- 
as hn lency laſt week of what paſſed between the king and the dutcheſs of Kendal, 
Tranſſation. Jord Townſhend and fir Robert Walpole in regard to the letter from the em- 


preſs of Germany, has been confirmed to me from another quarter. I alſo 
know by the ſame channe}, that Fabrice, chamberlain to the king as eledtor, 
his favourite, told the imperial reſident that the king was uneaſy on account of 
the ſituation in which he ſtands with the emperor, and he added, that Fabrice 


after abuſing lord Townſhend as overbearing and violent in his reſolutions, de- 


clared that he would never ſpeak to him in future. The reſident attempted to 
appeaſe his anger, but in vain, for Fabrice proteſted that he feared no one, 
becauſe in all he did and ſaid, he conſulted only the intereſt of his maſter, and 
he requeſted the reſident to furniſh him according to his promiſes with thoſe 


papers, which prove the ill conſequences of the treaty of Hanover in regard to 


che emperor and empire, and which give the reaſons that induce the emperor 


to protect and ſupport the Oſtend company; and promiſed not to omit the firſt 
opportunity of laying them before the king in the ſame manner as he had done 
thofe which the reſident had before entruſted him with. 
He alſo propoſed to the reſident an interview with the ducheſs of Kendal, 
in which interview he might give his reaſons, which would be well received, 
and might produce good effects. For he was well informed that the ducheſs 
defired peace, from an apprehenfion of being expofed to certain misfortunes 
which threaten her; her principal care is to prevent thoſe misfortunes from 
happening unexpectedly. To obtain that end ſhe would uſe all her efforts, 
for, if a rupture with the emperor ſhould take place, ſhe would be precluded 
from carrying her deſigns into execution, which is to retire into Germany, and 
convey away the large ſums of money which ſhe poſſeſſes in England, Fabrice 
| con- 
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concluded that the motive which induces the ducheſs of Kendal to lean to Period III. 
; 1720 to 1727. 
Cann ment 


the opinion of Walpole, to avoid a war, is not, as ſhe declares, becauſe it is 
the intereſt of England, but from ſelf-intereſt, That the miſunderſtanding 
between Townſhend and Walpole daily increaſes, and that it was for ſome 
concealed purpoſe that Walpole lately paid a viſit to Pulteney, his antagoniſt 
in parliament; after having been three times refuſed. . Fabrice imagines that 
Walpole is ſo deſirous of getting rid of Townſhend, that he is capable of re- 
conciling himſelf with Pulteney, and of placing him in Townſhend's poſt, 
Fabrice inſiſted that the reſident ſhould determine on diſperſing the pa- 
pers which he intended publiſhing; he dwelt on the favourable conſequences 


501 


1726. 


which would reſult from it, and even went ſo far as to hint, that in conſequence 


of the miſunderſtanding between Walpole and Townſhend, and the publica- 
tion of theſe papers, out of 240 members, who now voted for the court, 200 
would join oppoſition in the next parliament. He promiſed to inform him 
what the king would propoſe to the parliament at the opening of the next ſeſ- 
fions. The conference continued two hours. I have not been able to 


diſcover, if the propoſed viſit was conſented to by the reſident, but I will 


make enquiries, that I may inform the king as ſoon as poſſible. It appears 
that this*conference was occaſioned by the altercation which paſſed between 
Townſhend and Fabrice laſt week. Fabrice in concurrence with ſeveral 
perſons of diſtintion having endeavoured to prevail on the king not to confirm 
the ſentence of death, lately paſſed on a criminal, but to commute it for fome 
other puniſhment; the king conſented and declared his inclination to Town= 
ſhend. But Townſhend oppoſed this reſolution; and obſerved that the cri- 
minal did not deferve pardon, becauſe in addition to the offence, for which he 
was condemned, he had committed ſeveral other crimes. Fabrice ſpoke 
warmly in favour of the criminal; and infiſted that as it was the king's incli- 
nation he ſhould be pardoned. Townſhend broke off the converſation ab- 
ruptly by ſaying, that neither himſelf nor Fabrice could ſettle the diſpute; 
and he afterwards ſtated the ſentence to the king as conformable to the laws 
of England, and repreſented ſo ſtrongly the bad conſequences that would re- 
ſult from the pardon, that the ſentence was confirmed. 
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| Period III. | POZOBVENO® TO RIPPERDA. 
| | 1720t0 1727. 


| Cr The ducheſs of Kendal correſponds with the empreſs of Germany.——=Mentions 
it 4 ns the miſunderſtanding between Townſhend and Walpole, —Palm'”s cabals with 
j _—_— Pulteney.—Cauſe of Walpole's viſit to Pulteney. 
Walpole (London, May go, 1726.) A Few days after the departure of the laſt poſt, 
Papers. I happened to meet with the imperial reſident, and, without making the 
Tyanſlation. lighteſt inquiry reſpecting the conference he had had with M. Fabrice the 
preceding week, he imparted to me all I wrote to you in cypher, and added, 

that, although he had yielded to Fabrice's propoſal of paying a viſit to the 

ducheſs of Kendal, he had thought proper to inform him, that he ſhould not 

pay it very ſpeedily, becauſe the frequent conferences of the Engliſh miniſters 

and the French embaſſador, with the Pruſſian miniſter, had given him cauſe to 

entertain ſome ſuſpicions. Upon which Fabrice had aſſured him that he might 

make his mind perfeQly eaſy, for he was well informed there was nothing 

in theſe conferences. He then proceeded to communicate to me, that 

he had learned from a ſafe, and certain quarter, that the ducheſs of Kendal had 

copied afreſh a letter to the empreſs, dictated by the Hanoverian miniſter 

(which ſhe had previouſly written in preſence of the ſame miniſter) omitting 

the clauſe inſerted in the firſt letter by the advice of lord Townſhend, 
reſpecting the abolition of the Oſtend company, and that this letter had 

been ſent by a different route, unknown to lord Townſhend. The re. 

ſident alſo ſpoke to me of the diviſion ſubſiſting between Townſhend and 

Robert Walpole, which he deſcribed as very great; and attributed to it the 
apprehenſions entertained here, that the Dutch will not accede to the general 

terms of the treaty of Hanover. For though affurances were given laſt week 

that they would now diſpenſe with the condition, relating to the Algerines, 

yet England and France, will not, by any means admit of that article, or 

of another, more eſſential; namely, that the Dutch ' ſhall be at liberty to 

go to war, or not, even after the concluſion of a general acceſſion; it is 
conſidered as certain, that the republic will not accede to the meaſures of the 

two crowns. Theſe arguments are very current here, and have produced a 

great emotion in the public mind; nor is that emotion diminiſhed by the in- 
formation that Sweden will maintain the treaties of Vienna. For although 

general Diemar, produced here, laſt Saturday, a letter from the king of Swe- 

den, declaring that his miniſter at Vienna had exceeded his inſtruttions, in 
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Tame Ml. ſary for Pulteney, who was his neighbour, to be on his guard, but Pulteney 
. anſwered, he was under no apprehenſions, becauſe the threats did not apply to 
1726. him, but that if his houſe ſuſtained any damage by the conflagration of Wal- 
pole's, he ſhould rely on the parliament, and on Walpole himſelf to indemnify 
him, “ and thus ended the viſit which made ſo much noiſe, and which having 
been renewed three times, though Pulteney had been denied, gave riſe to many 


obſervations ſimilar to thoſe of Fabrice. 


COUNT PALM TO THE EMPEROR. 


Lord Townſhend has the principal direction of foreign aſfairs.— Always oþpoſed 
the emperor.— Palm conſults with oppoſition.— And at their inſtigation, adviſes 
the emperor to contradift the aſſertions that he intended to aſſiſt the pretender. 


London, December 13, 1726, 


com IN the preſent circumſtances, whei the violent proceedings of the Engli/h 
a miniſtry againſt the Spaniſh court, have the appearance of an almoſt in- 
8 evitable breach of the peace with that court, and when it is to be feared that 
all Europe may be plunged in a deſtructive war, I, urged by my duty and zeal, 
have endeavoured to learn 1. how the nation is inclined on that head, and 20. 
who it is in reality that labours to blow theſe coals. As to the firſt, it is moſt 
certain that the greateſt part of the nation, nay, as I have been told by people 
of good experience and knowledge, even two thirds of it are diſcontented at the 
preſent miniſtry, and not only abhor the war with Y. I. M. and Spain, but 
alſo the ſtrict alliance and union with France. As to the ſecond, it is no leſs 
manifeſt, that the cauſe of theſe meaſures, ſo precipitate and tending to a dan- 
gerous rupture, can be imputed to none elſe but the Engliſh miniſtry, that is 
to ſay, to my lord Townſhend. For the king as to himſelf, is of a peaceable 
diſpoſition, and not to be brought to proceedings of that nature, unleſs he has 
been induced to it by ſuch miſrepreſentations and falſe ſuggeſtions as have 
been able to create a ſuſpicion and hearty fear in him. 

I have juſt now ſaid, that the nation is not inclined to a war, eſpecially 
againſt V. I. M. and it is very well known to the publick, that the Oſtend 
commerce is a grievance induſtriouſly enhanced by the miniſtry, to animate 
the nation, and make them cry out againſt V. I. M. fancying that you might 


1s 6 . 


dee an account of this viſit in kr 9 « Anſwer to One Part of an Infamous Libel,” p. 45. 
thereby 
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as indirectly in other affairs. 
In ſome of my former, but eſpecially in my reflections upon the anſwer 
given to the Spaniſh court, I mentioned how great a miſtake the miniſtry were 
guilty of in that anſwer, and how they committed ſo falſe a ſtep, that it is al- 
moſt impoſſible for them to make it confiſt with their honour and ſecurity not 
to make a war. But who is the primum mobile in the miniſtry, *tis very well 
knovn to the whole world, that it can be but my lord Townſhend. For his 
brother R. Walpole, tho” his power and credit be far greater, yet he properly 
does not meddle with foreign affairs, but receives accounts of them in general, 
leaving for the reſt, the direction of them entirely to lord Townſhend. As for 
others, there is none that has any ſhare in thoſe affaires, beſides the duke of 
Newcaſtle only. But then it is alſo known to every body, that this latter is 
nothing but a figure of ſecretary of ſtate, being obliged to conform himſelf in 
every thing to lord Townſhend, who is proprié autor et anima negotiorum. 
Now, as long as his lordſhip continues in his poſt, it does not appear how one 


may expett from England a ſincere good underſtanding and undiſturbed al- 


liance; for the known principles of this miniſter, as well as the preſent con- 
dition of affairs, hurried by him to the brink of a rupture, are an obſtruction 
to ſuch an amicable compoſition as might be relyed upon. As for his prin- 
ciples, it is known that he has always been againft the ſyſtem of Europe, as 
ſettled by the quadruple alliance; for he has told upon that head, that had it 
depended upon him, he would have ordered it ſo, that the advantages your 
imperial majeſty got by it, ſhould have coſt you dearer. (Thoſe were his very 


expreſſions.) Since he came to the miniſtry, experience has convinced that 


he has, almoſt upon all occaſions, ated againſt your imperial majeſty's in- 
tereſts; of which the ſteps taken in the face of the whole world, both at Cam- 
bray, and ſince, are evident proofs, and ſhew his real diſaffeQion. Beſides 
this, nobody is ignorant of what he ſaid in parliament, for in his ſpeeches, he 
ran into ſuch exceſſes, that all impartial people could not hear of them with- 
out horror. In this ſituation, it is probable that we can never promiſe to our- 
ſelves any good from him; for ſhould we even reſolve to forget his audaciouſ- 
neſs and indiſcretion, and ſhould he diſguiſe his natural opinion and inclination, 
yet all that could be negociated with him, would not be laſting, but we ſhould 
ever run the riſk, upon every proffered occaſion, of his returning to the max- 
imes formerly uſed by him, and entirely ſuitable to his genius. | 
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chereby be induced to gratify them (the miniſtry) as well in this point direQly, 9 
f | 1720 - 


1726. 
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Period III. As much as this man is an obſtruQion to a general quiet and reaſonable 


2720 to 1727. 
— — 


1726. 


agreement, as eaſy as it would be to arrive at it, were he no longer in the way, 
and removed from the direction of affairs. For the nation in general hates 
bim, and the king himſelf is not well inclined to him by his own choice, but 
he only keeps himſelf in power and credit, becauſe he and his brother have 
in a deſpotick manner rendered themſelves maſters of all affairs. It is true 
they have the parliament on their fide; but that is not to be wondered at, for 


upon the foot that matters have been carried on within theſe few years, when 
the members, and conſequently the majority are bought with great penſions 


and employments; it is no great ſkill to have gained the parliament. But 
then I have been aſſured, from a very good hand, that if it ſhould be once per- 
ceived, that the miniſtry are not deep in the king's favour, and that his majeſty 
mould out of diſlike to them, make ſome ſhew of changing them, in that very 
moment there would be a turn, and moſt of them upon whom the miniſtry 
chiefly depend, would pull off the maſk, and declare againſt them. But as 
long as this does not happen, it is not ſo much as to be ſuppoſed, that the par- 
liament will oppoſe the government, unleſs the kingdom ſhould come to be 
plunged into. ſome viſible ruin or danger; for tho* more than the third part 
have actually oppoſed, and will ſtill oppoſe it, yet this can have no effect, be- 
cauſe the miniſters will always get the better by their purchaſed majority. 
The nation itſelf is not ſatisfyed with the parliament, becauſe every body 
knows that there has not been one time out of mind, in which the miniſters 
have been fo. corrupted and devoted to the court. 5 

For though the parliament has approved the meaſures and engagements 
taken with foreign powers, and particularly with France, yet the nation in ge- 
neral, high and low, are of a contrary opinion; the cloſe underſtanding with 
France, and the hoſtile proceedings towards your imperial majeſty, being diſ- 


approved by then. Now, as long as the miniſtry can produce nothing to 


convince the nation, that it has reaſon to fear any hoſtile a from your im- 
perial majeſty, or your allies, that opinion will not be altered, and all the blame 
returns upon the miniſtry. From which one may conclude, that as long as 
your imperial majeſty and your allies defign nothing in favour of the pre- 
tender, and will make it known ſo to the world, the imputations invented on 
that head by the miniſtry, will do hurt to none but themſelves. For the na- 
tion muſt clearly ſee how ill they are led on by the miniſtry. Some eminent 
ſubjefs, who are well inclined to your imperial majeſty*s ſervice, and extremely 


oppoſed 
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oppoſed to the preſent maxims of the miniſtry, have aſſured me, not only that Period III. 
the ſaid miniſtry are extremely putt to it, but alſo, that if your imperial majeſty — 
and the king of Spain ſhould continue with the ſame ſteddineſs as hitherto, and 1726. 
the nation be convinced beſides that all is falſe and groundleſs, which they 
are told in order to prejudice them againſt the treaty of Vienna, and to render 
it odious, then the miniſtry would not long be able to blind the people, and 
play their cheating tricks: and a declaration of this made to pleaſe the nation, 
and the moſt ſenſible part of the people would, in due time, produce a good 
effect. Now, therefore, to promote this point and your imperial majeſty's 
ſervice, and deprive the miniſtry of all ſtrength and credit, which they ſo 
mightily endeavour to preſerve both at home and 'abroad, the opinion of the 
well intentioned is, that beſides the aforementioned ſteddineſs of your imperial 
majeſty and Spain, a true ſtate of the preſent matters ſhould be fairly, and 
with convincing proofs, laid before the king: as to the nation, it may be done 
by publiſhing in print, and by word of mouth-information to ſuch as have 
moſt credit and influence among them. And to the king, it ſhould be done by 
a confidential channel; then, if his majeſty were thus retrieved by better in- 
formations and aſſurances from his falſe impreſſions, and convinced that his 

_ Engliſh miniſters intended to lead him on in ſo dangerous a way, there is no 
doubt but he would apply to better councils, and then there would be found 

ſome people who would enforce ſuch good diſpoſitions, and break the neck of the 
preſent miniſtry. I know moſt certainly that the king loves to learn ſome 
things in materia negociorum publicorum by other hands than by his miniſ- 
ters; which it may very well be, proceeds from a ſuſpicion he has, that his 
miniſters do not acquaint him with the true circumſtances of matters. The 
king has many times had ſuch informations conveyed to. him, which he has 
taken as kindly as one could expect from a mind ſo prepoſſeſſt as his is, and 
this gives reaſon to believe, that what one would deſire to convey to him in 
that manner, would have a good effect. 


COUNT PALM TO THE EMPEROR, 


Courts Pulteney, as the great and popular leader of oppoſition are inclined d 
favour the imperial intereſt, —Opinions and conduct of the ducheſs of Kendal 

and the king's German miniſters.— Employs Fabricus to infuſe into the king 
ſentiments of averſion to the Engliſh miniſters. 


31 2 (London, 
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Period III. (London, December 17, 1726.) BY my laſt P. S. I told your imperiat 
LE” majeſty the ſeveral opinions of the king, the miniſtry, and the nation; by the 
1726. preſent I have to mention ſomething more upon that ſubject. Amongſt the 
In cypher, ſeveral conſiderable ſubjects in this country that are very well enclin'd for 
Offcial narf. your intereſt, William Pultney is the chief and the weightieſt. This man is 
lation. very rich and experienced, and as every body knows theſe his eminent quali- 
ties, and believes that he will ſometime or another come to the direction of the 
affairs, he has a very great party amounting to near the third part of the houſe 
of commons. He 1s alſo beloved by the common people, and makes ſo great 
an oppoſition to Walpole in the houſe of commons, that they have often en- 
deavour'd to gain him, but it has been to no purpoſe, becauſe he is diffatis- 
fied with the maximes purſued at preſent, and not only inſiſts upon a conſtant 
alliance and good underſtanding with your imperial majeſty, but alſo is entirely 
againſt the cloſe underſtanding with France. He had formerly a conſiderable 
and pretty profitable employment about the king, but he freely and from his 
own motive reſigned it, when he ſaw that the miniſtry ated contrary to the 
ſyſteme introduced formerly ; and he being beſides rich and conſiderable, and 
caring for no employment, he has aim'd at and acquired the name of a true 
Engliſh patriot. His party conſiſts in the richeſt and moſt conſiderable peo- 
ple of this nation: nay moſt of thoſe who at preſent enjoy poſts and penſions 
from the court, and are oblig'd to behave as creatures of the court, are his in- 
timate friends, who very frankly own to him, that they are as little ſatisfied as 
himſelf, and only diſſemble for their intereſts ſake, but that if the [preſent] mi- 
niſtry ſhou'd onee totter, they wou'd then ſoon and willingly throw off the 
malk. | | 
Now thoſe who are properly his opponents Cor adverſaries] as well as the 
baſis of the preſent conduct of the Engliſh court, are none but Townſhend and 
the family of Walpole, which however, is not ſo conſiderable as to be able to 
ſupport themſelves by their own ſtrength; and are beſides this, for the moſt 
part, if not all of them, hated by the nation and the common people. 
This aforeſaid perſon | Pulteney|] therefore, I have thought indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary for promoting your imperial majeſty's preſent and future intereſt 40 
manage by all ways and means, and he has aſſur'd me from time to time, that 
theſe are his conſtant principles: that this nation ought to be at all times in a 
cloſe alliance and confidence with your imperial majeſty; for this reaſon, there- 
fore 
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fore I have, purſuant to the 8th article of my inſtruttions made him ſenſible 
of what [really] paſſes, ſhewing him at the ſame time the falſity of thoſe re- 
ports, and the poyſon of thoſe imputations inſinuated to the nation by the mi- 
niſtry, to the no ſmall prejudice of your imperial majeſty; by which I have 
gain'd ſo much, that the ſuſpicious and dangerous views of the miniſtry in ſet- 
ting forth thoſe reports] have been of but ſmall effect, the well affection'd 


509 


Period 1II. 
1720 to 1727. 
— nnd 


1726. 


having been confirm'd in their good opinion. He has often proteſted to me, 


that were the king, for his own perſon, once brought to other thoughts, and 
if he did not ſuffer himſelf to be thus lead by his miniſtry, the violent conduct 
of this court wou'd ſoon change, and the preſent dark clouds of diſcord wou'd 
diſperſe with the change of the preſent miniſtry, the firſt ſtep to which [latter] 
wou'd be to make the king ſenſible of his real intereſts, and of the bad meaſures 
taken by his Engliſh miniſtry. It ſeems to be difficult to effect this; for the 
king is quite captivated and beſieg'd by his miniſtry: he gives credit to moſt 
of their ſiniſter impreſſions, and loves quiet too much to go upon a long ſearch 
and examination; for which reaſon it will be vexing to him when he is to rid 
himſelf of his miniſtry. | 
The dutcheſs of Kendal talks nothing upon ſuch ſubjects with him, partly 
fearing to hurt his health, and partly too, becauſe ſhe keeps great meaſures with 
Walpole and Townſhend; ſhe having beſides her yearly penſion of ſeven 
thouſand and five hundred pounds ſterling, another ſecret penſion, as alſo fur- 
ther perquiſites, which latter as well as the chief penſion 1s payd or not payd, 
according as ſhe hehaves well towards the miniſtry. Her niece the lady Wal- 
ſingham has indeed great credit with the king, and more ſpirit than the ſaid 
dutcheſs; but as there is no body to repreſent the affairs to her with vigour, nor 
ſhe being any ways prompted on [to ſpeak] the is not much talk'd of, and yet 
I have been confidently told, that ſhe, at a certain time, oppos'd the opinion 
of the miniſtry, and ſincerily told the king what was his real intereſt, according 
to her capacity. : | 
Amongſt the king's German miniſters, there is none who has credit and re- 
ſolution enough to exhort him [the king] with vigour. Count Bothmar's in- 
clinations indeed are good, but then he fears lord Townſhend and Walpole too 
much: it alſo ſeems partly that he cannot repreſent matters to the king as it 
_ ought to be done, or elſe that the king dos not put ſufficient faith in him. 
The grand marſhall of Hartenberg's credit is likewiſe but ſmall, and tho' the 
miniſters deſpiſe him, yet he has no courage nor power to oppole them, and to 
wake 
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Period III. make the king ſenſible of the truth. The third German miniſter, Hattorff, is 


$720t01727., 
— 


1726. 


indeed belov'd by the king, and dos him good ſervices; but he never entered 
into ſuch affairs, nor will he ever undertake to do it. 

But then there is another perſon whom the king likes pretty much, and whom 
he ſometimes talkes to wich great confidence: this perſon is the king's lord of 
the bed chamber [or chamberlain], Fabrice, who frequently takes an oppor- 
tunity to ſpeak of the conduct of his Engliſh miniſters, and is ſo well liſten'd 
to, that the king even told him, he ſhou'd be glad to be ſometimes entertain'd 
by him with ſuch informations. This perſon is mightily beloy'd at court, and 
by all the Engliſh, Townſhend only excepted, with whom he dos not ſtand 
well, but the king knows of it, and privately gives him right, in ſo much that 
tho' Townſhend has done all he could to thruſt him away, yet it has been to 
no purpoſe, he ſtill continuing in the king's affection and confidence. I have 
often made a ſecret uſe of this perſon to repreſent to the king how falſe all 
thoſe imputations are, that are ſett forth to the prejudice of your imperial 
majeſty, and your allies, and that they tend to nothing elſe but to break the 
friendſhip and alliance ſtill ſubſiſting between your imperial majeſty * the 
king, and to create difference and miſchief. 

Formerly, and when the miniſters ſtill promiſed to the king, that they wou'd 


fortify themſelves, and that they ſhou'd be in a condition to execute their de- 


ſigns, the king being then likewiſe full of the receiv'd bad impreſſions, thoſe 
repreſentations [of Fabrice] were but of little effect, but at preſent when his 
majeſty ſees plainly that, ſhou'd it come to a rupture, the ſituation of foreign 
affairs wou'd be dangerous for him, it ſeems as if he liſtens with more atten- 
tion to theſe exhortations, and that he harbours a ſuſpicion againſt his Engliſh 
miniſters, notwithſtanding that they wou'd inſinuate to him beforehand, that 
even tho? it ſhou'd come to a rupture yet he had nothing to fear for his Ger- 
man dominions, becauſe it wou'd never come to a general war by land, but 
[that the war wou'd] only conſiſt in burning ſome Spaniſh ſhips, and in ſome 
warlike operations in the Weſt-Indies. Thus much I cou'd at preſent 
eaſily judge from Fabrice's diſcourſe, as well as otherwiſe, that the mi- 
niſters do all they can to prevent the king's coming to the knowledge of 
matters. 


SIN= 
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SINZENDORFF TO PALM. 


Denies the offenſive alliance concerning Gibraltar, —The propoſed marriage be- 


tween don Carlos and an archducheſs. 
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Period III. 
1720t01727, 


1726, 


(Vienna, December 21, 1726.) WE ſee plainly by the proceedings againſt Orford 
Spain, that England ſeeks by all means to compell Spain by force, in order to 


break with us, as St. Saphorin gives out, in purſuance of their allyance. Oficial tran 


This arriſes chiefly from hence, becauſe the miniſtry cannot ſupport themſelves 


We muſt wait to ſee 
whether the nation will ſuffer themſelves to be lead away blindly any longer. 


otherwiſe than by troubling and confounding matters, 


Do they ſay that there is a ſecret engagement entred into in the offenſive al- 


| Paper 8. 


$07» 


lyance concerning Gibraltar? that is the greateſt untruth; as the treaty itſelf 
ſhews. Do they ſay that an agreement is made concerning the pretender ? 
that is likewiſe the greateſt untruth that can be imagined. Let them aſk all the 


jacobites whether they have heard one word from us or from Spain, that could 


be conſtrued to mean ſuch an enterpriſe, fo long as we don't enter into a war; 


but then, we ſhall help ourſelves as well as we can. In ſhort the mad Engliſh 


miniſtry ſhall never bring us to any thing thro” fear: our meaſures are ſo taken, 


that certainly we ſhall be able to oppoſe the aggreſſor. 


men goes on; and we are ſure of many friends. 


As to the commerce of Oftend, we have already made fuch ſteps as ſhew 
the peaceable defires of his imperial majeſty, and we are ready every moment 
to go farther. Do they talk of a marriage between an archducheſs and don 
Carlos? *Tis very wonderful that they would prevent by a war now, a caſe 
that is ſo far off from happening ; which would not be avoided by a war, were 
it intended; which is a caſe put, but not granted. What danger can Europe 
undergo by that? this only, that this being a prince of the houſe of Bourbon, 
the ftri& union between France and Spain and this houſe will be promoted. 
But if France itfelf, as it ſeems, oppoſes this, and don't care that a cadet of 
that family ſhould rife ſo high, then this fixes a diſunion between France and 
Spain, which was attempted to be fixed by ſo long and bloody a war. What 
then is the cauſe and reaſon for making war? the augmentation of go, ooo 
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612 MEMOIRS Or SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period III. RIVA TO THE DUKE OF MODENA. 
1720 to 1727. 


Pozobueno the Spaniſſi miniſter at London on the point of retiring.— Fabricus 


endeavours to ſet the king againſt the Engliſh miniſters, and to ſhew that 
their meaſures may prove the ruin of his German dominions. 


| Orford (London, 27 December, 1726.) POZOBUENO has publiſhed, that 
Papers. yhoever has any demands upon him, on applying to ſuch a banker, ſhall be 
Official trar/-ſatisfyed, This ſtep encreaſes the fear of a rupture. I ſaw him yeſterday at 
—.— Palm- s, with whom I dined with other company. I told him that your high. 
Decyphered. neſs had thoughts of ſending a miniſter to Madrid, to renew that good corre- 
ſpondence which your highneſſeſs's fituation had interrupted only in appearance. 
He anſwered, that ever ſince I made him, four years ago, this overture of your 
good intentions, he remembered he had told me, that a miniſter from your 
highneſs would be well received at his court, and that he would be ſo, eſpe- ; 

cially now that his king is ſo good a friend of the emperor's. 

Fabrice, a Hanover gentleman, and in high favour with the king, has told 
me in confidence, that he has had the courage to tell his majeſty, that the ani- 
moſity of the Engliſh miniſters engages him in affairs, which may prove the 
ruine of his ſtates in Germany; and that if war ſhould be made, France might, 

with the mony of England, conquer the Low-Countrys, in which caſe there 
will be a neceſſity to make a new war in conjunQtion with old friends to take 
out of the hands of the French the ſaid Low-Countrys; and that France does 
not, for the ſake of England and Holland, ſhow ſo much eagernes for a war, 
but for her own. Fabrice has confidentially told me, that he ſpoke in this 
bold manner to the king, and that his majeſty gave great attention to it, or- 

dering him to ſpeak freely to him of affairs, as he had already begun. I cul- 
tivate the friendſhip of this perſon, becauſe I can by that means brevi manu 
learn many things that come from the fountain-head. 


1726. 


SIR 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


1727. 


— rot— eee 


SIR CHARLES WAGER TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Regrets that he has miſſed the Spaniſh flota.—Purpoſes that Portobello, Pa- 
nama, and other places in Spaniſh America, ſhould be attacked. 
SIR, | Kent, about 15 leagues from Cape Spartel, the 14th March, 17267, 

Doubt not but you will hear with both ears, that admiral Caſtagneta is ar- 
riv'd at Cadiz, with eight millions of pieces of eight, and that all the reſt of 
the flota is arriv'd at one port or other, notwithſtanding I was ſent here on 
purpoſe to intercept them. I think admiral Hopſon is very lucky, that I 
came in ſo good time, to take the blame from him. As to my ſelfe, I muſt 
bear this misfortune as well as I can: but I confefs it is a great mortification 
to me, tho* I am not conſcious to my ſelfe, of any one wrong ſtep, that I have 
taken, but ſo much the contrary, that if it were to do again, I don't ſee how 
I could do it better. For I find that I judg'd perfectly right in altering the 
cruiſing ſtation, from off Cape St. Vincent, to 20 leagues, W. S. W. from 
Cape Spartel, for I knew, that they uſed to eſcape formerly, by coming about 
that diſtance from the coaſt of Barbary, and that was certainly Caſtaneta's 
track now, as near as the wind and weather would give him leave; and tho” 
that often puts us out of our deſigned ſtation, as alſo chacing of ſhips; yet 
I happen'd for two or three days together, at the time he paſs'd, to be in as 
fair a way, as I could now chooſe. He might go by in the night, or as it was 
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Period III. 
1720t0 1725. 


1727. 


Orford 
Papers. 


then thick blowing weather, he might paſs by, at no great diſtance, tho' not 


near eno' to be ſeen. But I need not ſay ſo much to you, for I am ſatisfy'd that 
I am ſo much favoured with your good opinion, that you do not ſuppoſe, that 
this misfortune proceeded from any negle& or want of care in me: but I be- 
leive I had better have been at Parſons Green, looking after my garden, for I 
know, that people generally ſupoſe, that it is as eaſy to intercept ſhips at ſea, 
as to ſtop a coach at the end of a ſtreet; however, I muſt bear it as well as I 
Can. 

We met with a ſhip from St. Andero, that was order'd to come in the ſame 
track, and avoid the capes, for fear of our ſquadron: ſhe is a ſhip of 46 guns, 
and 280 men, built at St. Andero, and bound to Cadiz, where they ſeem to 
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814 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period III. be endeavouring to make up a ſquadron. But as I ſuppoſe moſt of the ſhips 
— from the Havana are got into Vigo, or the Groyn, as it is reported, I ſhalt 
2727. endeayour to prevent their joyning, if poſſible, tho? if they will attempt it, they 
will have a chance to eſcape as theſe had. I ſend you incloſed a lift of what 

ſhips the Spaniards have, or are like to have, according to the ſeveral accounts 

I have had, and I beleive it is near the truth. As to the ſhips that are ſaid: 

to be now come from the Havana, they may want ſome refitting, tho' ſeveral 

of them not much, having been clean'd (I beleive) at the Havana. But as I 
preſume they will take no certain reſolution till they ſee what they can make 

of Gibralter, in which ſeige, I am told by a French man that came from 

thence two days ago, they make but little progreſs, he ſays, they make a great 

fire, but do little damage, but four or five men having been kill'd, and no. 

breach made; that an engineer, and ſeveral martroſſes, were arriv'd for Port- 
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p : Mahon, which were much wanted, and I hope the Torbey is not far off, with 
N ; the Ordinance ſtoreſhips (they were a little too backward) but I hope will come 
i in good time, as well as the troops from Ireland, who I am told put back. 
| | I pick'd up two of their tranſports, which had three company's and a halfe 
| on bord, and ſent them to Gibralter. | 


I am very ſorry now, that I ſent the two ſeventy gun ſhips to admiral Ho- 
fier, who does not want them; for now he has nothing to look after, but the gal- 
leons. Some diſcreet man, with four or five ſhips, to the South Sea, next winter, 
may do ſtrange things; the companys at New York and other places with a little 
help, might be carry'd to Portobel, by the ſquadron in the Weſt Indies, take 
that place, and march over to Panama, meet your South Sea ſquadron there, 
and be carry'd to Lima, or any where on that coaſt: theſe things have been 
formerly in my head, and that, I ſuppoſe, makes them come again now. But. 
you may juſtly bid me mind my own buſineſs better, and not trouble my ſelſe 
to make projects for other folks, therefore I aſk pardon, and hope that if you 
find the Spaniards ſhould get a ſquadron together at Cadiz, ſuperior to what 
I have (not looking upon a 50 gun ſhip for a line of battle) I may be rein- 
forced: I have mentioned this to lord Berkeley, and have ſent to the duke of 
Newcaſtle, and to him the ſame liſt I ſend herewith to you. The Spaniards 
are generally flow in their motions, ſo hope they will not have this ſquadron 
ready preſently, tho' they labour very hard at Cadiz, I hope to no purpoſe. 
Perhaps if they find, they cannot eaſyly take Gibralter, they will turn the ſeige 
into a blockade, and proceed on ſome other project: tho' there does not ſeem 
any 
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any appearance of any imbarkation for an army. But I forget that you have Period III. 


not time to read long letters; but * you will excuſe this from, fir, your : ee J | 


moſt obedient ſervant, 1727. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO STEPHEN POYNTZ, 
Parliamentary proceedings. —Pulteney's oppoſition ill ſupported. 


(Paris, May 22, 1727.) AS to our domeſtick politicks, when I was in Poyntz 
England, and I hear of no alteration ſince, they went as well as could be ee 
wiſhed. All queſtions were carried with a great majority, and with a good will Exrrad. 
on the part of the whiggs, who have been in a manner unanimous, excepting 
ſome few, but very few, not amounting to ten at moſt, who followed Mr. Pul- 
teney, who has had no ſucceſſe in his oppoſition, and gott no other reputation 
than that of endeavouring to ſacrifice the publick good to his own private re- 
ſentment, which reſentment againſt my brother Walpole, is founded upon pique 
and prejudice unaccountable to us all, as well as to you. My brother Wal- 
pole has been extreamly ill of a violent looſeneſs, but I had the ſatisfaction 
not to hear of his illneſs, but at the ſame time of his being out of danger; the 
parliament is juſt at end, and the king preparing to go abroad. 


SIR CYRIL WYCK* To STEPHEN POYNTZ. * Reſident at 
| Hamburgh, 


On the death of George the Firſt. 


MONSIEUR, Hambourg, Juin 27, 1727, 


VV OUZ ſcavez aparemment d<ja la nouvelle tragique du decès du roi, qui Poynts 
mourut le 22 au matin a Oſnabrugge d'une apoplexie qui ſaiſit ſa ma- Papers. 


jeſtẽ le jour auparavant en chemin, entre Delden et Oſnabrugge, ou my lord 
Townſhend arriva le 23 de grand matin; mais ayant trouve le roi mort, ſon 


excellence reprit d' abord la poſte pour retourner a Londres. 


MEMOIRS 
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M E M OI R 5 
SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Original Correſpondence and authentic Papers. 


PERIOD THE FOURTH. 


From the Acceſſion of George the Second to the 
Reſignation of Lord Townſhend. 


1727—1730. 


1727. 


—— 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


Condoles with him on the death of his father, and congratulates him on his 
| = acceſſion. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY, Oſnabrug, June 13==24, 1727. 
Period IV. T the ſame time that I take the liberty of condoling with your majeſty 
1727 to 1730. upon the unſpeakable loſs of your late royal father, I beg leave humbly 
1727. to aſſure your majeſty, that you have no ſubjett in all your dominions, who 
Townſhend Wiſhes more cordially than I do, that your reign may be as proſperous and as 
Papers. glorious as any of your greateſt and moſt renown'd predeceſſors. I came 
Dragh, hither, hoping I might be of ſome uſe to your majeſty's ſervice, and being 
likewiſe 
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, | © : . 
likewiſe deſirous to pay this mark of reſpect to my deceaſed ſovereign, I Period IV. Ul 
ſhall return to England with all expedition, in order to lay myſelf at your 1727 to 1730. [| 
majeſty's feet, being with the utmoſt duty and veneration, &c. | 1727. il 
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THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO THOMAS ROBINSON. * 


The king happy to receive the king of France's profeſſions of friendſhip.— 
Writes to the cardinal. 


4118 
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SIR, | Whitehall, June 20— July 1, 1727. 
OU will have received in Mr. Walpole's abſence, my two letters to his Walpole 
excellency of the 16th inſtant, and I doubt not but, in purſuance of his vhs Ani 
majeſty's commands therein contained, you will have delivered into the proper 
hands his majeſty's letter of notification to the moſt chriſtian king, and that 
you will alſo have given the French miniſters, and in particular the cardinal, 
the aſſurances which the king has directed, of his majeſty's firm reſolution to 
maintain, in its full extent, the preſent union between the two crowns. 
This being his majeſty's intention, the king was glad to receive from Mr. 
Walpole the ſame ſtrong profeſſions on the part of the moſt chriſtian king; 
and has ſo juſt a ſenſe of the obliging manner in which the cardinal, in his 
letter to Mr. Walpole, has expreſſed his regard for his majeſty's perſon and 
government, that the king has been pleaſed to honour the cardinal with the 
incloſed letter from himſelf, which you will deliver to him, and make him ſen- 
ſible of his majeſty's great eſteem and affection for him, in having conde- 
ſcended to give him this early mark of it. 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO THE EARE OF WALDEGRAVE., 


Uncertain ſtate of the miniſtry. —The king determined to purſue the ſame mea- 
fures in regard to foreign affairs. 
MY DEAR LORD, Whitehall, June 20—]July 1, 1727, 


IN the great concern and hurry we are in here, I am ſure you are ſo good as Waldegrave 
to excuſe my not having wrote to you by the laſt meſſenger. We can Papers. 

yett make no certain judgement what turn things will take here: the king is 

extreamly civil to us, and as to foreign affairs, I firmly believe determined to 


Secretary to Horace. Walpole, and ſecretary to the embaſſy during his abſence. 
: 90 
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Period IV. go on in the ſame meaſures, as he has aſſured the court of France, and par- 


. ticularly the cardinal in a letter from himſelf. He mightily approves your 
1727. ſtaying att Paris, till we know where the preliminaries are to be new ſigned. 


You will have a new full power ſent you. I think it would not be amiſs for 
you to write a letter to the king. If ever it is in my power, you may de- 


pend upon me. Lord Townſhend and Horace are your humble ſervants, and 
I am, &c. 


THE DUEE OF NEWCASTLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE., | 
Miniſtry continued, 
MY DEAR LORD, Whitehall, June 26— July 7, 1727, 


Waldegrave I Had yeſterday the honour of your kind letter, with the encloſed for the 


Papers. 


king, which I delivered in the beſt manner I was able, and have the plea- 


Private, ſure to aſſure you, that the king received it extream kindly, and order'd me 


Waldeprave 
Papers. 


to make his excuſes to you for not anſwering it himſelf. His majeſty was 
pleaſed to expreſs himſelf in the moſt affettionate manner poſſible towards 
you, and ſaid he had a great love and regard for you, and the beſt opinion of 
you imaginable. This gave me very great pleaſure, and I really believe you 
are perſonally extreamly well with the king, for he has alſo talked of you in the 
ſame kind manner to lord Scarborough, who has been very much your friend. 
Every thing here goes on as well as can be deſired, and much to the ſatis- 
faction of all your friends. Lord Townſhend beggs his compliments to you, 
and hopes you will excuſe his not writing. The parliament meets to-morrow : 
we ſhall have a ſhort ſeſſion for the civil liſt, and then a new parliament will 
be called, which there is no doubt, will be att leaſt as good as the preſent. 


Harry and the ladies are very much your ſervants, and I hope you believe 
me, &c. 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 
Succeſsful opening of parliament. —Cardinal Fleury writes to lord Townſhend. 


MY DEAR LORD, | Newcaſtle Houſe, July 29—Auguſt 9, 172). 
] Hope you will excuſe my not having ſooner returned you my thanks, for the 
favour of your letter in your own hand, but you may eaſily imagine, we 


Private. are not in a little hurry here. The good news you have ſent us, has made 


the 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 519 


the opening of our parliament very ſucceſsful, and I think we have now a Period IV. 
proſpett of getting out of our affair, and ſurely the ſooner the better, and rare — 
therefore if the declaration could be ſigned att Paris, we ſhould like it ex- 1727. 
treamly. I have the pleaſure to ſee both king and queen; prodigiouſly pleaſed 
with your conduR, and indeed it is without a compliment, what every body 
commends, tis impoſſible to do better, or with more prudence. The king, 
the other day, talking of the lords of the bed chamber, ſaid, when you came 
home, he ſhould do ſomething very good for you, alluding, I am perſuaded, 
to the government of Barbadoes. Your behaviour abroad, encreaſes the 
eſteem and affettion of all your friends, which I hope you will think is no 
ſmall ſatisfaction to me. The cardinal has done my lord Townſhend the ho- 
nour to write to him, and my lord did not know your ſervant was to go this 
evening, or he would have anſwered it, but he will do it by the firſt opportu- 
nity. All the advice I can give you, is to go on, as you have begun, and tho” 
you have many friends and fervants, be aſſured nobody is more ſo than 

- your's, &c. 
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Minutes of a converſation with Mr. Scrope, ſecretary to the treaſury, relating 
to the arrangement of the new miniſtry on the acceſſion of George the Firſt, 


IR Robert Walpole waited on the king at Richmond with the account Etough 
of his father's death. The affair being urgent and important, he was Paperts 
awakened from his afternoon's nap. He came out in great hurry with his 
breeches in his hand: when Walpole informed him of his errand, he did not 
believe its reality. The expreſs was then produced. In return for ſuch ſur- 
prizing and agreeable news, Walpole had the very mortifying direction, to ſend 
Compton to the new king, in order to be conſulted with, as to the proclama- 
tion and future buſineſs, | 
My informer went the next day to fir Robert Walpole, who with the chief 
of the late king's ſervants were at the duke of Devonſhire's. When it was 
known where he was, he had an imediate invitation to make one of the com- 
pany, He found nothing there pleaſing and agreeable. All hopes and ex- 
peRations were given up by every member. Either the next, or the day after, 
the ſame perſon attended on the deſponding miniſter. He bid him hope. 
But before his encouraging reaſons were offered, he inſiſted on no enquiries 
being made after his authority, He then proceeded, that he had been well 
| informed 


820 
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informed, that the preſent queen had formerly employed all opportunities of 
teizing her father, and talking politics. At chapel, ſubjetts of the moſt im- 
portant kind were comonly diſcuſſed. Either the laſt or the time before 
of the late king's going to Hanover, ſhe told her father neceſſity would oblige 
him to diſband the greateſt part of the Hanover troops, He replied, the caſe 


was not ſo; for Walpole could convert ſtones into gold. As the queen's 


averſion to Compton was hearty and real, there remained no doubt but this 
had been urged and reported to Walpole's advantage. He added, his having 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances, that the queen would improve every method and 
opportunity to diſappoint Compton. This rouſed up the knight, and more 


than his moſt ſanguine expectations were ſoon anſwered. 


My ſagacious intelligencer's opinion 1s, that Compton voluntarily contri. 
buted to make Walpole's continuance in his ſtation, fo quick and eaſy, He 
was frighted with the greatneſs of the undertaking, and more particularly as to 
what related to money affairs. As he thus declined it himſelf, he had no one 


Elſe to recomend. It was well for the public that ſuch were his then appre- 


Townſhend 
Papers. 


henſions: he afterwards thought difficulties about money affairs, to be nei- 
ther very conſiderable nor formidable. 


NOTES FROM LORD TOWNSHEND TO GEORGE THE 
SECOND, WITH THE KING'S ANSWERS. 


It is remarkable that not one of theſe notes is in the hand-writing of lord Town- 


fend, * but in that of his ſon Thomas Townſhend, or of the under ſecretary of 
ſtate. The King's replies are umformly in his own hand-writing, and gene- 
rally written on the ſame paper, which contained lord Townſhend's notes. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


(July 2, 1728.) FEARING I ſhould not have an opportunity of laying 
the incloſed draught to lord Cheſterfield before your majeſty at your arrival 
here this evening, I take the liberty of ſending it now, and in caſe it ſhould 


The reaſon probably was becauſe the hand-writing of lord Townſhend was very indifferent, 
and ſometimes almoſt illegible, 


have 
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have your majeſty's approbation, I propoſe to ſend it to night to lord Period IV. 


| 172701730, 
Cheſterfield. | f 


THE KING IN REPLY, 


YOU will have ſeen. by lord Cheſterfield's letter, that the penſionary rea- 
fons in the ſame way, as I allwais did, both in relation to the proviſional 
treaty, as of the fear he is in of the princes of the empire ſubmitting to the 
math,*'in caſe we ſhould not ſhew all ſort of vigour in oppoſing it. I think, my 
lord, you ſhould tell him more ſtrongly, that it is my opinion, and as you con- 
clude this letter, deſire his ſentiment how to bring thoſe princes into our mea- 
ſures, and how to make every body concern'd in this affair act with the ſpirit 
they ought to do. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


Match. 


(July 26, 1728.) I have not ſeen the duke of Newcaſtle's diſpatch, and Townſhend 
therefore cannot tell how he may have executed your majeſty's orders; but if Fer. 


your majeſty approves of the incloſed letter, I will ſend it privately to Mr. 
Walpole, fo as the duke of Newcaſtle may know nothing of it. 
THE KING IN REPLY. 


I Like this letter very well, with an addition of ſome few words at the 
end of it. | 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


| (Sept. 20, 1728.) I Have drawn a declaration in concert with monſieur 
Hattorff. If your majeſty approves of it, I humbly propoſe that it ſhould be 
ſent to Mr. Walpole, with orders to communicate to the cardinal the conver- 


Townſhend 
Pap ers. 


ſation he had with count Baſſewitz, and the terms that were offered by him, and 


that as your majeſty would do nothing vithout the cardinal's advice, your ma- 


jeſty had thought fit to deſire it particularly in this caſe. By this ſtep I con- 
ceive your majeſty will have advantages; that if the cardinal adviſes your ma- 
jeſty to go this length, and deſire this declaration, your majeſty will be ſure 
that the cardinal is determined to do ſomething in favour of the duke of Hol- 
ſtein; and that it is in ſuch caſe for your majeſty's intereſt not to be left ſin- 


gle; and if the cardinal is of opinion that your majeſty ſnould not hearken to 
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Period IV. theſe propofitions of count Bafſewitz, your majeſty will find plainly that 


7727 to 


. Townſhend 
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17 1 a a i 
France has no intention to recede in the leaſt from their guaranty, or give of. 


fence to Denmark. In the firſt caſe, Mr, Walpole may have orders with the 
cardinal's approbation, to talk to count Baſſewitz as from himſelfe, and to 

propoſe his giving a declaration of the nature of the incloſed, in order to pro- 
cure your majeſty's friendſhip and good offices. And inthe ſecond caſe, that 
the cardinal appears indifferent as to the duke of Holſtein's ſatisfaction, Mr. 
Walpole may drop the whole, and take no further notice of count Baſſewitz's 


LORD TOWNEHEND TO THE KING. 
(Sept. 24, 2728.) I Send your majeſty the incloſed draught of a declara- 


Papers. tion to be made by count Bafſewitz, to which I have added the clauſe mark'd 


with dots underneath. . By the former paper, the duke of Holſtein would not 
have been obliged to renounce his pretenfions upon your majeſty, unleſs the 
whole ſatisfaction were obtained. But as it is now turned, the renunciation 
will be immediate upon your majeſty's engaging to act in concert with the moſt 
chriſtian king to thofe purpoſes therein mentioned. And as it is proper the 
duke ſhould renounce thoſe pretenſions, which really can never avail him any 
thing, upon your majeſty's promiſing your good offices in his favour; fo your 
majeſty is engaged to nothing but in concert with France. And if that crown 
Joyns in obtaining a competent ſatisfattion for the duke, your majeſty will be 
undoubtedly quit of all ſhadow of pretenſion on the part of that prince. And 
if France ſhould not be hearty and active in that matter, your majeſty by your 


readineſs to join, will have deſerved this declaration from the duke; which 


will always ſtand as a proof of your majeſty's goodnefs towards him, and of the 
little ground he has for any pretenhons upon your majeſty; ſo that in all 
events, whatever the ſucceſs of your majeſty's endeavours may be, if the duke 
makes this declaration, he will have quitted all claim upon your majeſty for 
any part of the equivalent for Sleſwig, and all pretenſion to Bremen and 
Verden. | | 


THE KING IN REPLY. 


1 Like this form of a declaration much better than the firſt, and if it is to 
be obtained, it will entirely ſecure the poſſeſſion of Bremen, and free me from 
any obligation of an equivalent, | 


LORD 
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LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


(N ovember 6, 1728. ) 1 Have put together in the incloſed a few hints for 
Mr. Walpole, which if your majeſty ſhall approve, and think proper, may be 
ſent to him by the meſſenger that goes to France this night. The laſt clauſe 


523 
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Papers, 


for a general ſcheme, may, in my opinion, be of great uſe to your majeſty's 


ſervice, if France will open themſelves. 


THE KING IN REPLY. 


I Believe all you propoſe may be of very great uſe, and as there is no like. 
lihood of an accommodation with the emperor, I think it rigth to be in as 
great a friendſhip and intimacy with France as poſſible; I deſire only all this 
may be kept very private. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


J Beg your majeſtie's pardon for ſending you my thoughts upon the affair of sydney 


Meclenburg in ſo looſe and undigeſted a manner; but I was ſo much con- 
cerned at that part of the plenipotentiary's letter, that I could not fleep till I 
had thrown my notions together in the looſe way your majeſty finds them, 
But if your majeſty thinks they may be of any ſervice, I will communicate 
them to-morrow to monſieur Hattorf; and the duke of Newcaſtle may have 

orders to write to the plenipotentiarys, and without acquainting them with 
your majeſty's ſentiments upon the proviſional treaty in general, direct them 
to communicate to the cardinal the incloſed paper, and inſiſt upon his pro- 
curing the declaration in the manner deſired in it. As to the affair of Sleſ- 
wig, I have not had time to put any thing in writing upon that head, but will 
be ſure to do it to-morrow morning. | 


THE KING IN REPLY, 


I Like this draght very well, and wiſh you would communicate it to Hate 
torff, for to ſee whether any thing more may ſtill be added. I'll ſpeak to- 
morrow to the duke of Newcaſtle, whom I have appointed to be here early, 
to write on this ſubjeR to the plenipotentiarys, without n my opinion 
yet as to the proviſional treaty. 


3 * 2 done 


Papers. 


— T3; REES — CEE i EEE ES an om EE ES 
— 5 = = ASSERTS — EEE Et EN 

— - + = . - = * — — — — —_ = 
— — - = 44 EIT EC Ea ä 5 — x” — 0B. "> = 


es 
1 
"Th 
it 
ii 

» 
ll 
9h 


624 


Period IV. 


1727 to 1730. 
— 


Townſhend 


Papers. 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 
German affairs, —Particularly Mecklenburgh. 


Am humbly of opinion, that the encloſed papers and extracts ſhould be ſent 

to Mr. Walpole by the firſt opportunity. I cannot but apprehend from 
the extracts, that Chauvelin is preparing materials in relation to Sleſwic, with 
a view, that may in the end prove prejudicial to your majeſty's intereſts, if 
not prevented by a ſeaſonable interpoſition, and application on the part of your 
majeſty to the cardinal. Chauvelin ſeems to wiſh that their miniſter at Stock- 
holm would find means to encourage the ſenate to inſiſt upon giving ſatisfac- 
tion to the duke of Holſtein, * and that the Swediſh miniſters ſhould be in- 
ſtructed to concurr with France as to this particular, in whatever they ſhall 
think moſt expedient and right for ſettling this affair; and in one of his letters 
to Pouſſin, he ſeems to ſay that the duke's ſucceſs in this affair, will depend 
upon the manner in which he is ſupported by the emperor at the congrels, | 

Mr. Walpole, therefore, ſhould have orders to talk with the cardinal in a 
calm but ſerious manner upon this point, and to ſhew how dangerous a ſlep 
it would be for the two crowns to enter into this diſcuſſion at preſent; that 
France having given her guaranty to the king of Denmark for Sleſwick, can 
no more inſiſt upon his giving the duke any equivalent for it, than upon his 


_ reſtoring the dutchy itſelf, and of what fatal conſequence any thing done at 


this time in favour of the duke of Holſtein may be in Sweden, by the ſtrength 
it would add to his party there; and how inevitably ſuch a ſtep muſt looſe 
us Denmark, and the advantages the emperor would make of theſe twa 
events. 

That in caſe he finds the cardinal does not take this general way of reaſon- 
ing, but {till continues to be deſireous of getting ſome equivalent for the duke; 
he ſhould then let him know, that your majeſty ſpeaks only out of concern 
for the common cauſe, and for the intereſt of the two crowns; for that you do 
not look upon yourſelf as any way particularly intereſted in that affair, the 
king of Denmark having in truth no right to make a demand upon your ma- 
jeſty, with regard to any equivalent to be given for Sleſwick, as Mr. Walpole 
will ſee by the incloſed paper markt A. And Mr. Walpole fhould do his 
utmoſt to induce the cardinal to declare that your majeſty ſhall not be in any 


manner affected by any thing that may be done in favour of the duke of Hol- 


ſtein, or given him as an oquivalent for Sleſwick. 
I far- 
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I farther humbly ſubmit to your majeſty's conſideration, whether it will not Period IV. 
be proper to ſend the incloſed letter marked B.. to Mr. Walpole, with orders 2. 8 
to communicate it to the cardinal, that his emineney may ſee the power the 
emperor is arrogating to himſelf over the princes of the empire in the caſe of 
the duke of Mecklenberg, by declaring him by his own authority to be mad, and 
conſequently incapable of governing, and by putting the adminiſtration of his 
country into another perſon of his own naming; and that the court of Vienna 
intends to introduce the king of Pruſſia into Mecklenburg, who has already 
the expectatives of that country. His eminency muſt be ſenſible of the dan- 
gerous conſequence it mult be to the Swedes at Stralſund, to the duke of Hol- 
ſtein, and even to the king of Denmark, if ever the king of Pruſſia ſhould 
get any footing in Mecklenburg; and the abſolute ſubjection to which the 
princes of the empire will be reduced, if the emperor is ſuffered to proceed in 
this manner, muſt in the end produce very bad effects even with regard to 
France itſelf, as well as to all the reſt of Europe. Mr. Walpole will obſerve 
to the cardinal, that Baſſewitz has been the great negociator of this affair at 
Vienna. | 


THE KING IN REPLY. 


I Agree entirely with you, my lord, in what you think of the deſigns of 
Chauvelin, and I believe the beſt way to prevent it, will be to let Mr. Wal- 
pole be informed of all theſe tranſattions, and to let him have all the copies 

you have ſent me for his inſtruttion, I think it will be right to, to warn Deik- 
ſaw from ſpeaking too freely, and opening himſelf too much for the future 
to the French miniſter in thoſe things that relate to the affairs of Sleſwic. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


Humbly ſubmitt it to your majeſty, whether the letter, which I have the ho- Townſhend 
nour to ſend your majeſty incloſed, be not of conſequence enough to be ®*P** 
ſent immediately by an expreſs to Mr. Walpole at Paris, that the cardinal 
may ſee it as ſoon as poſſible, and be informed of the king of Pruſſia's 
intentions. 


THE KING IN REPLY. 


I Shall ſee you to-morrow, and talk this matter a little over. I am affraid 
preſſing France too much, when we know how cautious they are, when they 
think 
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Period IV. think it is to come to extremities, may rather frighten them than make them 


forward: my German miniſtry have given very private orders to Botbmer at 
Coppenhagen, and to Diekſaw at Stockholm, to try thoſe kings, what they will 
do in caſe the king of Pruſſia ſhould uſe force in Mecklenbourg, and whether 
the king of Denmark can be prevail'd with, to ſend ſome of his troops under 


ſome pretence into Holſtein. If you ſpeak to Hattorff, he'll communicate 
to you thoſe letters, | | 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


{December g, 1728.) IN order to induce monſieur Schleinitz to joyn with 
your majeſty's miniſters in bringing France to make the declaration propoſed, 
I have writ the incloſed letter to him, which if approved by your majeſty, I 
hope will have a good effeQ; it being in my humble opinion, of the utmoſt 
conſequence to obtain ſuch a declaration, which will undoubtedly put a ſtop 
to thoſe affairs for. ſome months, and at leaft give your majeſty time to turn 
your thoughts towards other expedients, if neceſſary. 


THE KING IN REPLY. 


THIS letter can be of no uſe at all, monſieur Schleinitz not being impowered 
to act from his maſter in this particular point, and ſo it will be neceſſary to 
preſs the duke firſt, to give him dire d ions to concur with the plenipotentiarys 
in this demand. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO M. DE SCHLEINITZ., 


(Incloſed in the preceding note.) 

MONSIEUR, I De Whitehall le Decem, 1728, 
UOIQUE le grand poids d' affaires m'avoit preſque otẽ Peſperance de pou- 
voir vous Ecrire par cette occaſion, cependant je ne voulois pas laiſſer par- 
tir le courier ſans dire un mot pour vous remercier de Phonneur de votre lettre 
du 28 du mois paſle, avec les papiers, qui y étoient joints. La correſpond- 
ence avec une perſonne de votre diſtindtion m'eſt trop pretieuſe, pour n'y pas 
donner toute Pattention poſſible. Et le roy mon maitre eſt fi ſenſible aux 
ſervices que vous Juy rendes, et que vous pouves encore luy rendre dans ſes 
affaires publiques, auſſi bien qu'en ſerrant de plus en plus Veroite union 
entre 
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entre les deux Maiſons, que ſa majeſte eſt tout diſpoſẽe à vous donner des mar- 
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que vous m'avẽs fait tenir, votre habilitE et votre gemie ſuperieur à mettre 
cette affaire de Meclenbour dans fon veritable jour pour faire toucher au doigt 
a la cour de France toutes les mauvaiſes ſuites de cette manoeuvre dangereuſe 
de la cour imperiale. Mais a Vegard d'un plan pour prévenir les incon- 
veniens, qui en ſont tant a craindre, ſa majeſtẽ aimeroit mieux de ſuivre celuy 
qui fut dreſſe par monſieur de Hattorff, et que Pay envoyẽ il y a quelque tems à 
fon excellence monſieur Walpole. Et les plẽnipotentiaries du roy vous 
pourront expliquer les raiſons qui ont porté ſa majeſte à choiſir pluſtoſt ce 
plan, que celuy que vous aves propoſẽ. 

Jenvoye à nos ambaſſadeurs plenipotentiaries les ſentiments du roy ſur 
une declaration à faire à Vempereur par la France ſur Vaffaire de Mecklen- 
bourg, et qu'ils ont ordre de vous les detailler amplement. Sa majeſte vous 
prie de vous joindre a ſes miniſtres en portant le cardinal a faire faire la de- 
claration rẽquiſe. Et ſa majeſte eſpere que fon eminence ne refuſera pas à 
vos inſtances unies cette demande, qui eſt fi juſte et ſi bien fondee, et qui ne 
manquera pas darreter les procedes des imperiaux a VEgard du Meclenbourg, 
pourvu que la France y parle d'un ton convenable, comme garante des trait- 
tes de Weſtphalie. Le roy ſe repoſe beaucoup ſur votre concurrence dans 
cette affaire importante, ne doutant pas que vous ne ſoyes preſt a vous joindre 
dans toutes les mẽſures necefſaires a empecher les entrepriſes de la cour de 
Vienne dans le Meclenbourg, 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE RING. 


(April 13, 1729.) YOUR majeſty will pardon the liberty I take in hum- 
bly ſubmitting to your conſideration, the incloſed paper which contains what I 


think will be proper to be written to Mr. Walpole upon the ſubje& of the 


letters which came lately from Berlin. 


THE KING IN REPLY. 


1 Like this letter very well, and it may go by a meſſenger to-morrow, when. 
the reſt of the diſpatches are ready. 


Endorſed 


Townſhend 
Papers. 
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period V. Endorſed Lord Townſhend to the king, and his majeſty's commands.” 
4727 to 1730. | 
2— EING under great anxiety upon the preſent ſituation of affairs, I have not 


Townſhend been able to forbear putting my thoughts together, which I here ſubmitt to 
Papers. | a . © 
your majeſty, with utmoſt duty and humility. 


THE KING IN REPLY. 


I Have read over with great attention your opinion about the preſent ſitua. 

tion of our affairs. You know I have a great while ago been uneaſy to ſee 
them drawn into ſuch a length. You can remember, I very often wiſh'd to 

- have a time fixt, by which every thing ſhould be ſettled, and in caſe of a re- 
fuſal, to force our enemies to it. I am entirely of opinion the cardinal 
ſhould be preſs'd to take theſe reſolutions, and to execute them with vigour, 

and all poſſible means ſhould be us'd to perſuade him to do it, without which 
nobody can foreſee the conſequences of this next ſeſſion, and what influence the 

diſaffected may have in this parliament. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING, 


Townſhend THE incloſed account of what paſſed yeſterday in the conference I had 

— with the count Kinſki, I propoſe to ſend if your majeſty approves of it, 

to the duke of Newcaſtle and to Mr. Walpole, and lord Waldegrave in 
confidence. 8 | 


THE KING IN REPLY, 


IT will be very right to ſend this account to thoſe abovementioned, and I 
don't know whether it might not even be communicated to lord Cheſterfield, 
for to lett the penſionary and Greffier know the behaviour of the court of 
Vienna. EN 


LORD TOWNSHEND'S CONFERENCE WITH COUNT KIN$KI. 


Sent to the king, and endorſed Account of what paſſed in à converſation 
between count Kinſki and lord Townſhend on Sunday the 8—1gth of June, 
1729, being the day after the count's arrival at Hanover.” 


Weſton COUNT Kinſki arrived here yeſterday about noon, and this morning made 
Papers. me a viſit, He began, after the uſual compliments, to tell me, I was 
| a without 
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without doubt informed of what had paſſed in England between him and fir Period IV. 
Robert Walpole, but that he ſuppoſed the ſtate of affairs was now ſo much 2 e 2 1 
changed by what had paſſed of late between his majeſty, France, and Spain, 
that what he had to ſay, would be out of ſeaſon. I told him I did not well 
know what he meant, but could aſſure him the king had made no propoſition 
to Spain, but jointly and in concert with his allies, and that nothing had been 
as yet propoſed to that crown, but what was perfectly agreeable to the quad. 
ruple alliance, the preliminary articles, and even to the proviſional treaty, 
and that as yet we had not received an anſwer to the letters ſent by the cou- 
rier Banieres. Upon my ſaying this to him, he anſwer'd, that he was glad to 
hear matters had gone no farther; that by the letters he had received, he found 
his court ſtill doubted of our ſincerity as to renewing of the antient friend- 
ſhip with his imperial mazeſty. That as to myſelf in particular, the part I 
atied in parliament, as well as every where elſe, gave them reaſon to ſuſpect 
my intentions as to them; and that their advices from foreign miniſters reſiding 
in England, confirmed them in thoſe apprehenſions. That, however, his court 
had, upon his repreſentations, given him full powers to tranſact with me, but 
that I muſt in the firſt place enable him to ſay, that I thought this place more 
proper than the congreſs, or the court of France, for adjuſting all matters in 
diſpute between our courts. To this laſt, I anſwer'd, that I was by no means 
a proper judge of that, and therefore could not ſay I was of that opinion; for to 
be able to know at what court the negotiation might be carried on with the 
greateſt proſpe& of ſucceſs, one muſt be previouſly informed, in which of 
them the emperor and his miniſters placed the greateſt confidence; that the 
negotiations had hitherto been carried on by the entremiſe of the cardinal, and 
the king my maſter was entirely ſatisfied with the conduct of his eminence, 
and therefore would not be brought to take any ſtep towards taking it out of 
his hands; that the king would do no one thing without the privity and con- 
currence of France and the ſtates, but that if he, count Kinſki, had any thing 
to propoſe to me, I could aſſure him, no uſe ſhould be made of it againſt the 
emperor: but that, in caſe it was ſuch as the king my maſter thought might 
conduce towards eſtabliſhing the publick peace, he would acquaint his allies 
with it; and if it ſhould happen to be ſuch as, in the king's opinion, would not 
tend towards this deſirable end, whatever he might ſay ſhould remain as en- 
tirely a ſecret as if he had never mention'd it. He then ſaid he had nothing 
to propoſe on the part of the emperor, but had full powers to ſettle and agree 
VOL. Il, PART 11. 3Y things 
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things jointly with me, and even to fign the proviſional treaty, provided other 
matters might be explain'd between us at the ſame time; and that he thought 
we ſhould begin with the diſputes that ſubſiſted between us and Spain, and 
with what related to the ſucceſſion of don Carlos; that as to the diſputes be- 
tween the emperor and the king as eleftor, they might be ſettled after thoſe 
relating to England were adjuſted. To this I anſwer'd, that the quadruple 
alliance, which was confirmed by the preliminary articles, and by the proje& of 
the proviſional treaty, and which the emperor himſelf had made, as it were, 
the baſis and foundation of the treaty of Vienna, had ſufficiently regulated. the 
meaſures to be taken for the ſucceſſion of don Carlos. He ſaid, in a very 
broken and unintelligible manner, that the emperor was not bound to ſtand by 
the quadruple alliance upon any other account than as it was confirmed by the 
treaty of Vienna; but I hope I convinced him he was in an error as to this 
point. Upon the whole, I told him that I was perſuaded his majeſty would 
freely and candidly open his ſentiments to him upon whatever points he 
thought fit to propoſe, but that his majeſty could neither propoſe nor agree to 
any thing on his part without firſt conſulting the cardinal and the penſionary. 
That I ſhould be ready to give him his majeſty's thoughts in writing to what- 
ever he ſhould ſuggeſt to me in the ſame manner; that by taking this method, 
all miſtakes might be avoided; but he did not ſeem to reliſh this. And by his 
whole behavior, I am perſuaded, that the hint lord Cheſterfield gave of his 
having received orders, whilſt at the Hague, not to open himſelf any farther, 
is founded; that he will diſpatch a courier from hence with what paſs'd here, 
and ſtay till he hears from Vienna, before he ſays any more. 


LORD ann 10 THE KING. 


Gee 5, 1729.) I Send your majeſty incloſed the draught of an 
anſwer which I have prepared to Mr. Dubourgay's diſpatch, in which he ſent 
the plan of accommodation deliver'd to him by Mr. Knyphauſen, together 
with ſome remarks which I have made upon the ſaid plan, in my own name. 
For as I can't think it at all right, that your majeſty ſhould declare yourſelf 
upon this affair, during the preſent diſpoſitions of the court of Pruſſia; as 
this letter and remarks are ſuppos'd to contain my particular ſentiments only, 
and to be written without your majeſty's privity, and your majeſty will have 
this advantage from them, that you will be inform'd of the real intentions of 

| the 
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the court of Pruſſia, without having engaged yourſelf to any thing. I flatter Period IV. 
myſelf that the uſe I have made of Mr, Knyphauſen's notion concerning the — : 
guaranty of Sweden and Denmark, and what I have grafted upon that propo- 
ſal, may, if it be accepted by the court of Pruſſia (conſidering the great in- 
clination of the Swedes to ſee themſelves again maſters of Stetin, and what 
they have loſt in Pomerania, and conſidering the hank your majeſty has upon 
Denmark with regard to the affair of Sleſwick) facilitate any views your ma- 
jeſty may have upon any part of the country of Mecklenburg. I ſend your 
majeſty likewiſe incloſed a letter from count Plettemberg, in which he deſires 
the ule of your majeſty's houſe at Oſnabrug for the eleQtor his maſter, 
I ſend your majeſty the letter to monſieur Chavigny, that your majeſty 
may ſee whether the alteration which I have made in the article concerning 
Mecklembourg be to your ſatisfaQtion. If your majeſty does not approve of 
it, that part of the paragraph may be entirely left out, in the manner that your 
majeſty will find it mark'd in the incloſed. 


THE KING IN REPLY, 


IN the letter to Chavigny, I believe it will be better to leave out the whole 
paragraff, as you ſtruk it out. As to the deſire of count Plettenburgh of my 
houſe for the eleftor of Cologne, I am very willing to make him the compli- 
ment of it. But as to the anſwer to the propoſals that Knyphauſen has 
made, I think there is ſeveral points about which I muſt ſpeack to you, before 
it goes. I believe the rights of the princes of the empire are not enough pre- 
ſerved, and as to the match, tho? I ſhould be very glad to take care of the 
prince of Pruſſia“ in caſe he ſhould take his refuge to me, I am not willing 
to have it made a condition of the marriage, that I ſhould maintain him, 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


(Auguſt 20-31, 1729.) MY lord Waldegrave coming to me juſt as I was Townſhend 
diſpatching monſieur Dubourgay's ſervant with the letter I ſent your majeſty Papers. 


this morning, and my lord having read Mr. Dubourgay's letter to me, which | 


* Afterwards Frederick the ſecond. He was deſirous of marrying the princeſs Amelia, but 
the king his father inſiſted on his marrying the princeſs of Bevern. With a view to avoid this 


marriage, and to eſpouſe the princeſs Amelia, he propoſed eſcaping from Pruſſia, and taking re 
fuge in England, 


"2x 2 lay 
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lay upon my table, to which mine was an anſwer, ſeem'd very uneaſy and ex- 
preſs'd a good deal of concern, ſaying he very much apprehended that Knip- 
hauſen having undertaken to get this diſpute referr'd to two princes (the 
landgrave of Heſſe, and the duke of Wolfenbuttel) who were known to be in 
ſuch ſtrict friendſhip, and under fuch cloſe engagements to your majeſty, your 
majeſty's refuſing ſuch an arbitration would occaſion great diſcontents in Eng- 
land, and would be attended with very ill conſequences there, ſhould your 
majeſty be forced to ſend for any aſſiſtance from thence ; and that the more 
your majeſty appeared to be. in the right, as to the preſent diſpute, the leſs 
reaſon, they will ſay, there was for your majeſty to refuſe the arbitration of the 
two princes known to be ſo much your' friends, What fell from my lord 
Waldegrave upon this occaſion, had fo mueh weight with me, that I thought it 
my duty to delay ſending the anſwer till I had acquainted your majeſty with 
bis ſentiments upon it, being in my own opinion convinced that there is great 
reaſon in what his lordſhip ſaid. I ſend your majeſty the ſame rough draught, 
which I took the liberty to lay before you this morning, with thoſe places 
marked, which muſt be altered, in caſe your majeſty ſhould approve lord 
Waldegrave's way of thinking. | | 


THE KING IN REPLY. 
TO ſhew the world, that I am willing to do every thing that is reafonable 
on this occaſion, I conſent this letter ſhould be ſent, but at the ſame time, care 
ſhould be taken, that I may have an anſwer ſoon; for the moment this matter 


is quite over, I intend to write to England for my yachts, which I ſhall not do, 
as long as there 1s any appearance of diſturbances here. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


(December 8, 1729.) I Was laſt night with the French ambaſſador, and 
read the letter which I had drawn by your majeſty's order to him. I never 
ſaw him ſo uneaſy, and ſo much out of temper in my life. He complained of 
the article relating to. the eleftor of Mentz, as not being explicit enough, and 
deſir'd it might be alter'd in the manner I have done in the incloſed paper. 

All that I could ſay to him about the article relating to the ſubſidies, could 
not appeaſe him; and finding I would not ſay any thing more to him on that 
head, than what was contained in my letter, he told me, he muſt defire an 

audience 
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audience of your majeſty this morning. I have therefore drawn up a paper, Period IV. 
which I have communicated to monſieur Hatorf, and which I ſubmit to your 77e Au 1 
majeſty, as the ſubſtance of what your majeſty may ſay to him at his audience, ; 
and order me afterwards to give to him in writing, for the avoiding of miſtakes. 

Your majeſty will ſee that I have not touch'd upon the ſubſidies, thinking 

the turn to be given to that matter, had better be done by your majeſty as in 
confidence to him, that your majeſty ſeeing the impoſſibility of complying with 

what France deſires on this head, either out of the money ariſing from the civil 

liſt, or of even getting it from the parliament, had ſent to Hanover to know 
what could be done there, and that you expected an anſwer either the latter 

end of this week or the beginning of next; and that it was impoſſible for you 

to ſay any thing deciſive on that point, till you bad received the information 

you had ſent for from your treaſury there, your majeſty having made it the 

rule of your life, not to enter into any engagements without being previouſly 

ſure of being in a condition to make them good. 


THE KING IN REPLY. 


I 1 very ſorry count Broglio would not be latisfyed with the reaſons you 
gave him, as to what relates to ſubſidies being given from Hannover: it is a 
thing not to be done, it would be a very ill precedent, and I told count Brog- 
lio already, when he made me ſuch a propoſal in his laſt audience, that it was 
with great difficultys, and a great charge to the country, I could keep up my 
own troops, and it would not, I believed, be required of me to diſband my 
own troops to * ſtrangers. 


| LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


(December 8, 1729. ) I Am under the greateſt concern to ſee that your Townſhend 
majeſty ſhould imagine from what I wrote, that I had the leaſt thought of Papers. 
your majeſty's engaging to count Broglio, that you would pay the ſubſidys for 
Hanover. What I propos'd for your majeſty to ſay to him, was not deſign'd 
by me or monſieur Hattorff, to lay your majeſty under any obligation of that 
nature, but was only, as we both thought, the moſt proper expedient, and 
fuch a one as cannot poſſibly be attended with any inconvenience, for gaining 
your majeſty a fortnight's time before you returned a poſitive anſwer, which 
delay is, in our opinions, of the utmoſt conſequence to your majeſty's affairs 
at this critical en, All which is humbly ſubmitted to your majeſty. 

LORD 
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LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


February 8, 1729-30.) THE incloſed is the draught of my letter to 
Mr. Dubourgay. I have ſhewn it to Villa, who thinks nothing elſe will be 
neceſſary, but that her majeſty ſhould be graciouſly pleaſed to write a letter to 
the queen of Pruſſia upon her illneſs, confining it to that ſubject, and not 
taking any notice of any thing that the king has done, or of the hard uſage 
which either her Pruſſian majeſty, or the prince royal has met with. 


THE KING IN REPLY. 


THOUGH I am very much affraid, that my ſending ſomebody to Berlin, 
will give ſuſpicion both to France and Spain, and that this ſtep will prove 
uſeleſs even with the king of Pruſſia himſelf, and will only make him more 
violent, and think himſelf more important and of greater conſequence, I will 
for this time, condeſcend to it, but for the laſt time of all. The queen will 
write in the terms you propoſe. Hotham muſt be told that his commiſſion is 
to laſt but two or three months, that he is to hear, but take all what is ſay'd 
or offer'd ad referendum. He muſt not yield to any impertinent propoſal, 
allways act with vigour and ſpirit, and declare from the beginning that he is 
to ſtay but a ſhort wile there. He muſt be cautious in not truſting du Bour- 
gay in any thing, try as much as he can to gain the prince royal, and aſſure 
him of all my endeavours to aſſiſt him. You will order his private inſtruc- 
tion to be drawn in this way, and I intend to ſpeak to him myſelf in private 
before his journey, to tell him what may be omitted here. I defire you to 
have three or four different cyphers prepared for him, that he may not ſo 
eaſily be diſcovered, which he muſt upon no account communicate to du 
Bourgay. | 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


[JPON receiving your majeſty's ſentiments upon the remarks I ſent you 

laſt night, monſieur Hattorf and I have review'd both this morning and 
laſt night the ſaid paper of remarks, and are both of opinion that your majeſty's 
obſervations upon them are very juſt, and that they are deficient in the ſeveral 
points your majeſty mentions, and I take the liberty to tranſmitt-to your ma- 


jeſty a paper of additions to be made to the ſaid remarks, which we hope will 
anſwer your majeſty's views in every particular, 


THE 
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THE KING IN REPLY. 


I Think with the alteration I have made, this article may paſs; but in re- 
lation to the ſucceſſion of Juliers, if I ſhould give any promis to the king of 
Pruſſia, I ſhall looſe entirely the hopes of getting the four electors of the Pa- 
latine family, which will be of much more conſequence to me than the other. 
So it is impoſlible to flatter him of my being either neutral, or favouring his 
pretenſions. 5 | 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


(February 8, 1729-30.) I Take the liberty to lay before your majeſty 
with the greateſt ſubmiſſion, what, in my opinion, may be proper to be written 
to Mr. Poyntz, and to the penſionary, with regard to your majeſty's intention 
of ſending fir Charles Hotham to the court of Berlin. 


THE KING IN REPLY. 


I Believe it is very neceſſary to communicate to the penſionary and cardinal, 
Hotham's commiſſion, as far as it relates to the ill uſage of my ſiſter,“ but as 
yet no mention ſhould be made as to the marriages, it beeng very diſtant and 
uncertain, and France wiſhing as much to hinder them as the emperor himſelf. 
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It will be better, whenever he will be there, and propoſals are made to him, 


to communicate them at ſuch a time, that it may not ſeem, that I am to be led 
as they pleaſe, whenever they have a mind to it. Beſides in the way this per- 
ſon has been ſent, it will allways be in the power of thoſe who have ſent him, to 
diſavow him as they have done laſt ſummer du Bourgay. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING, 


(February 19, 1729-30.) THERE being a cauſe relating to the magiſ- 
tracy of a burgh in Scotland, upon which the whig intereſt, as to all future elec- 
tions there depended, I thought it for your majeſty's ſervice to go to the houſe, 
which prevented my waiting on your majeſty this morning. However, I ac- 
quainted the duke of Newcaſtle with my ſentiments upon lord Harrington's 
inſtruftions, I beg to have your majeſty's orders upon Mr. Dubourgay's 


Dorothy, wife of Frederick William the firſt, king of Pruſſia. 
letter, 


Townſhend 
Papers, 
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letter, and to know whether it is not your pleaſure, that I ſhould ſend him po- 
Htive orders to get the declaration on the part of France made to the king of 


Pruſſia aſſoon as his Pruſſian majeſty returns from Dreſden. 


I have ſpoke to ſeveral lords about the bill relating to penſions, and find 
them all zealous againſt it; but they do inſiſt that it ſhould be oppoſed in the 
houſe of commons, alledging, that ſince it relates intirely to the members of 
that houſe, our friends there ought to ſhew the utmoſt diſlike to it, in order to 
Juſtify the lords in throwing it out; and the lords I have ſpoke to, aſſure me 


they will, in that caſe, join heartily, ſhould it paſs the commons, in throwing it 


Townſhend 
P aper So 


out of our houſe at the firſt reading. 


I ſend your majeſty herewith the draught of a letter in anſwer to that I re- 
ceived from Mr. Wodward this morning. AC La 


THE KING IN REPLY. 


I Have no edles about the time of che declaration of che French ſecre- 
tary's to the king of Pruſſia, I approve very well of the letter to Wood- 
ward. I am glad to find the lords zellous againſt the bill that is comming 
from the houſe of commons. If there is a poſſibility or likelihood of throw- 
ing it out, I am of opinion, to have it oppoſed there, but if there ſhould be no 
hopes of it, it would certainly fix thoſe who are for it againſt us in other 
points, and they muſt be as little uſed to it as poſſible. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

Send your majeſty a copy of a letter, which is juſt now decyphered, from 

monſieur Chauvelin to count Broglie; and humbly ſubmitt it to your majeſty, 
whether it might not be ſent to Mr. Walpole, in a letter from Mr. de la Faye, 
a copy of which I alſo incloſe; and whether another copy ſhould not be given 
to my lord Cheſterfield, to ſend to the penſionary, that he may ſee how averſe 
the French are, to the giving a guaranty of the emperor's ſucceſſion; and that 
therefore what your majeſty propoſes, is all that can be done at preſent. 


THE KING IN REPLY, 


THE intercepted letter you ſent me, is of the utmoſt importance. The 
letter de la Faye is to write to the ambaſſadors is very proper, as well as your 
thougth of ſending a copy of the intercepted one by lord Cheſterfield to the 
penſionary. In the main, I am very glad to ſee things come to this pals, that 


” France 
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France muſt court England, after the long time we have been in the ſame con- NNE. 
. 0 5 2 0 9 
dition towards them. 2 1 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


R. Willis has juſt decyphered, and brought me the incloſed letter, which» Townſhend 
notwithſtanding the affected obſcurity in ſome parts of it, is moſt certainly F®P**** 

from Seckendorff. HE | 

The bill concerning places and penſions, being to be brought up to the houſe 
of lords, I ſhall be obliged to be there early in the morning. As we expetted to 
have had it yeſterday, I thought it neceſſary to attend then, and was by that 
prevented from having the honour of waiting upon your majeſty. Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole and the other members of the houſe of commons, who were at 
the meeting at my houſe, together with the lords, the night before laſt, were of 
opinion that we ought to let it be read the firſt time, and endeavour to throw 
it out at the ſecond reading. We have therefore agreed upon this method of 
proceeding, and I ſhall accordingly endeavour to get the ſecond reading of it 
appointed for to-morrow,“ and then to throw it out. 


THE KING IN REPLY. 


THE letter you ſent me 1s not from Seckendorff, but from the prince of 
Bevern. As to this villainous bill, I have ſeen a great many lords who are all 
zealouſly againſt it, in every part of it. I don't doubt but you will tear it to 
pieces in every particular, not only in relation to the gratuities, but alſo to the 
oths, and penſions, knowing very well, that if all the different clauſes of it are 
abuſed and run down, the commons won't attempt it another time; and the 
ſooner it is thrown out the better. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


I Have ordered Mr. Tilſon to ſend this privately by the meſſenger that goes Townſhend 
to France to-morrow, if your majeſty approves of it. Papers. 


The penſion bill was thrown out on the ſecond reading on the zoth of March, 1730s 
which fixes the date of this note, 
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THE KING IN REPLY, 


— THIS letter is as I could wiſh it. You have ſeen by du Bourgay's letter 


® Duke of 
Wolfenbut- 
tel. | 


Townſhend 


Papers. 


how the king of Pruſſia puts himſelf in readineſs for an attack. You will too 

have taken notice of what Woodward writes as to the ſurpriſe of a town which 
can be no other than Brunſvic. I ſaw Mr. Horace Walpole, and he told me 
he had ſeen this letter, and he is to make uſe of this as of an argument to bring 
the cardinal to give me the guarantie I have deſired of him. This thing nettles 
me a good deal. The Pruſſians can be at this place in two days march. There 
is but four battalions to guard it, which, with the want of fortifications, which 
are not altogether finiſh'd, make it very liable to be ſurpriſed. Should the 
D. of W.“ be informed of this, and he deſire any troops for his aſſiſtance, it 
would be impoſſible to ſtay for an anſwer from France, nor right for me to re- 
fuſe him, both as to my own ſecurity, and to the engagements I am under to 
the duke. So that every way I ſhall be now under difficulties, except France 
gives me very ſoon a poſitive declaration, and I ſee my troops in poſſeſſion of 
that town, | 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


OUR majeſty has ſeen that I intended to ſend Mr. Dubourgay's letter to 
Mr. Poyntz, but only for his private information; my view being at pre- 

ſent to bring the cardinal into the forming of a plan for your majeſty's ſecu- 
rity, under the notion of doing it for the fecurity of the Dutch, and for keep- 
ing them attached to the allyance; and when the cardinal has confented to 
form ſuch a plan, then I humbly think it may be a proper time to take par- 
ticular care of what your majeſty mentions, and to urge theſe advices as a 
ſtrong argument for providing againſt any attack upon your majeſty's domi- 
nions in Germany, and therefore with humble ſubmiſſion I offer it to your 
majeſty, whether Mr. Walpole ſhould at preſent make uſe of that argument to 
the cardinal. In the mean time if the advices mentioned by Mr. Woodward 
come confirmed, your majeſty may make good uſe of them with the duke of 
Wolfenbuttel. 


THE KING IN REPLY. 


WHAT made me ſpeak to Walpole upon this ſubject, and wiſhing it may 
be done now is, becauſe, if ſuch a ſurpriſe ſhould be intended, the winter will 
be 
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be a proper time for it, becauſe of the froſt. And ſhould this be delay'd, a Period IV. 
great deal of time may be loſt, particularly when I conſider the ſlowneſs and 2 
irreſolution of the cardinal, who is allways prepoſſeſſed againſt any thing that 

looks like war, and who has Chauvelin about him, who i ls — willing to 

ſtop any 8885 that is for my advantage. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


THIS diſpatch I have prepared to be ſent to the penſionary this night, if Townſhend 
your majeſty approves of it. | Papers 


THE KING IN REPLY. 


THIS letter is writ in the beſt ſtile in the world, and hope will have a very 
good effect. I wiſh you would only add a word, of the ſatisfaQtion I have 
about the declaration the penſionary has made about Bremen and Verden, 
and deſire him to be ſteady in this point, as well as thoſe relating to this king 
dom, which you have repreſented very ſtrongly to him. 


LORD TOWNSHEND To THE KING. 


THE incloſed is a petition from Hyam the Jew, who was condemned at Sydney 
© Kingſton, for clipping and diminiſhing broad pieces of gold. As the man F*P*r3: 


is to be executed this morning, I thought it my duty to lay this petition before 
your majeſty aſſoon as poſſible. The crime for which this perſon is con- 
demned is of ſo heinous a nature, that I believe your majeſty will think pro- 
per to let the law take its courſe in this caſe. | 


THE KING IN REPLY. 


THE ill conſequences of this crime are ſo bad, that I am of opinion it de- 
ſerves no mercy. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


HE incloſed are draughts of two letters to lord Waldegrave. In caſe Townſhend 
your majeſty approves of them, I will have the oftenſible one putt into Tins 
French, that there may be no miſtake in tranſlating it, 
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Period IV. THE KING IN REPLY. 
1727 to 1730. | 


I Like theſe letters very well, with a ſmal alteration that. you will find in 
one of them. | 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


8 I Am humbly of opinion that the incloſed letter* ought to be ſent to your 
1 8 majeſty's plenipotentiarys at Paris, to be communicated to the cardinal, not 
as intelligence to which your majeſty gives any credit, or to which you ſhould 
be averſe, if it were true; but only that his eminence may be acquainted with 
the reports that are ſpread, Your plenipotentiarys ſhould take this occaſion 
of ſounding the cardinal's ſentiments as to the king of Poland, and how far he 
thinks it might be of uſe to gain him; and whether king Staniſlaus's preten- 
fions to the crown of Poland have not ſo much weight in France, as to make 
all thoughts of bringing the preſent king of Poland into the intereſt of the two 
crowns impraQticable. | 
I am likewiſe humbly of opinion, that the plan of operations ought to be 
ſettled previous to all other deliberations; and that your miniſters at Paris 
ought to inſiſt upon this in the ſtrongeſt manner; and that the ſettling the ſaid 
plan ought to be made the condition of your majeſty's complying. with the al- 
teration deſired by the French in the ſecret declaration to be given about Berg 
and Juliers. It is not pretended by the French, that this declaration can be 
ſigned by your majeſty, till the treaty with the four electors is concluded. 
Could your majeſty get the plan of operations ſettled, I am intirely of opi- 
nion, that this ſingle ſtep would free you from all your preſent difficultys; 
and your miniſters will have the aſſiſtance of thoſe of Spain towards making 
the cardinal act a right part as to this particular of the operations. I am 
firmly perſuaded, that upon the firſt news of this plan being fixed, the king of 
Pruſſia would ſubmit, and will not wait *till the declaration propoſed be made 
to him, and when the emperor ſhall have loſt him, and ſhall ſee your majeſty 
and your allys in a condition to make good their engagements, he will think it 
agreeable to his honor as well as to his intereſt, to accept of any declaration 
that ſhall be made him in the name of your majeſty and your allies. 
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® Referred to in the duke of Newcaſtle's letter to lord Harrington of March 24—April 4, 
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ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


But if your majeſty ſuffers the negociation for forming the plan, and that of 
the declaration to go hand in hand, I very much fear that conſidering the tem- 
per and diſpoſition of the cardinal, as well as of the Dutch, no plan of opera- 
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— 


tions will be formed; and in that caſe any declaration to be made at Vienna, 


will rather be inſulted than agreed to. And your majeſty will be next year 


at the meeting of the parliament under the ſame difficulties you at preſent la- 


bour, not only with regard to Pruſſia, but likewiſe in regard to the affairs in 
general, and one may eaſily foreſee the evils that muſt attend ſuch a ſituation. 


THE KING IN REPLY. 


I Agree with you in every thing contained in this letter, and deſire you to 
communicate your opinion either to che duke of Newcaſtle or Horace Wal- 


pole, that the inſtruftions to the ambaſſadors may be ſent according to your 
opinion. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING, 


(COUNT Broglie having choſen rather to ſend an expreſs with his laſt let- 

ters, than to write by the poſt, I very much fear he may not have made a 
true report of what paſſed between us. Therefore, as I am to ſee Chamorel 
to-morrow morning, I moſt humbly ſubmit it to your majeſty, whether I 
ſhould not communicate to him the anſwer I gave to count Broglie, and en- 
deavour to induce him to tranſmit it to his court. 


g 8 


THE KING IN REPLY. 


I Believe it will be very right to inform Chamorel, of what paſs'd between 


you and count Broglio, upon this ſubjeR, that he may give a true account to 
his court. | 


' LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


Endorſed 6 May, 1730— Account of conference with count Broglio.” 


THE cauſe in the houſe of lords went this day in favour of the proteſtant 
intereſt in Ireland, without one diſſenting voice. 

Monſieur Broglie has been with me, and communicated to me the letter he 
received from Chauvelin. I told him that I was extremely ſurpriſed at monſieur 
Chauvelin's writing him ſuch a letter, and that I was perſuaded your majeſty 
vo, would 


Townſhend 
Papers, 


Townſherd 
Papers. 
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A would be ſo when I ſhould acquaint you with the contents of it; that your ma- 
— | 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


zeſty's condutt had not deſerved either the reproaches, or the inſinuations con- 
tained in that letter; that if we were to compute the expence of fleets and 
armys, your majeſty had born at leaſt your full ſhare of it ever ſince the Ha- 
nover alliance, and that your majeſty's ready complyance with the quota pro. 
poſed by the miniſters of France and Spain, muſt convince the cardinal and 
garde des Sceaux, that you were ſtill in the ſame intentions of doing all that 
could reaſonably be expected from you; that your majeſty never made their 
agreeing to the particular plan of the year 1927, the condition of your conſent- 
ing to leave out the words © auſſi bien que” in the treaty with the four electors, 
but that your majeſty did indeed inſiſt upon having either that, or ſome other 
plan of operations ſettled, becauſe that being previouſly done, your majeſty 
could better judge of what uſe or ſervice the four eleQors could be to the two 
crowns. That your majeſty, by inſiſting to have a body of French troops ready 
to come to your aſſiſtance, in caſe your German dominions were attacked, 
could not be ſuppoſed to intend to leave the defence of thoſe countrys wholly 
upon France; that the garde des Sceaux muſt be very well acquainted that 
your majeſty has in thoſe countrys and in the neighbourhood full two and thirty 
thouſand men ready to march; but as thoſe countrys are open and expoſed, and 
as the emperor, and perhaps the king of Pruſſia, might out of revenge, in caſe 
of a war, fall with a great part of their forces upon thoſe dominions, your ma- 
Jeſly might inſiſt upon it, not as a favour, but as a right and juſtice due to 
you, that France ſhould keep a body of men ready to march to your 

aſſiſtance. | 
I concluded with telling him that this letter of Chauvelin's ſeemed to me to 
be calculated to let us ſee that France was determined not to enter into a war 
in ſupport of the engagements taken by the treaty of Seville, or, in caſe they 
ſhould be prevailed upon by Spain to engage in a war, to burthen your majeſty 
with ſo great a proportion of the expences, that it would be impoſſible for you 
to ſupport them. That your majeſty was determined to do all that could rea- 
ſonably be expected from you towards ſupporting your engagements, but if 
France thought fit to inſiſt, in any project that might be formed, upon laying 
a greater load upon your majeſty, either in troops or money, than you could 
bear, it would be their fault, and not your majeſty's, if nothing were done, 
and the affairs of the allies of Seville, run into confuſion, Monſieur Brog- 
lie agreed with me in every thing I had faid, and to convince me that he had 
| not 
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not given occaſion by any thing he had written to the garde des Sceaux's Period IV. 
writing him a letter in ſuch terms and ſtyle, he ſhewed me his two letters, to — 
which this was in anſwer, and I promis'd him at parting, that I would acquaint 1727. 
your majeſty with all that had paſſed, 


i or ooernaoenec cet i 


1727. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Rumour that lord Cheſterfield is to fucceed him at Paris, and be appointed 
ſecretary of ſtate. Thinks him improper to fill the embaſſy in France.— 
Recommends lord Waldegrave for that ſtation. 

DEAR BROTHER, Paris, Auguſt 9, 1727. | 
Am infinitely obliged to you for your letter of the 25 paſt O. S. with ſoe Walpole 
clear and ſuccinct account of matters, in which I think you have ſhewn all oi. 
imaginable prudence and addreſs, it is certain that you muſt continue to go #rivate- 
on in the ſame way, and I hope a little time will render your buſineſs more 

eaſy, and not ſo dangerous to your health, which is the cheif thing you ſhould 

be attentive to. 1 | | 
It is already in the Dutch prints that lord Cheſterfield is to come hither, which 

together with what his lordſhip publiſhes abroad himſelfe, will, I ſuppoſe, make 

the cardinal aſk me a thouſand queſtions about his temper, views, and princi- 

ples, which will be difficult to anſwer, conſidering he will ſtand in the eye of 

the world, as the perſon deſigned by his majeſty to be hereafter ſecretary of 

ſtate. His thoughts of coming hither, I muſt own, puts me under a great 

dilemma; becauſe although as ſoon as the great affairs of Europe are ſettled, I 

ſhall be defirous of returning home; yet I am ſure he is the moſt improper per- 

fon, if I rightly know him, to ſucceed me, upon a foot of having that confidence 

which is between the cardinal and me, and which is abſolutely neceſſary to be 

maintained even after I leave this embaſſy, I moſt earneſtly deſire you will 

continue from time to time to inform me of matters as what will be neceſſary 


for me to putt things in a proper light, againſt the various ſurmiſes that are ſent 
from England or made here, 
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1727 to 1730. 
— ae nd 


1727. 


Walpole 
Papers. 


2 riuate. 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


P. S. Lord Waldegrave is indeed deſigned for Vienna, and I think muſt 
goe thither as ſoon as we hear from Spain; but his temper and prudence 
would doe extreamely well at this court, as it is conſtituted at preſent. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Hints that lord Cheſterfield would be appointed ſecretary of ſtate.— The car- 
dinal's concern at lord Townſhend's illneſs, and mentions the difficulty of 
replacing him. 

DEAR BROTHER, Fontainbleau, November 11, 1727, 
R. Robinſon, the ſecretary of the embaſſy has read to me a paragraph in 
a letter from his eldeſt brother, who tells him that a friend of his who 
knows well the ſituation at court in England, has lett him know, that if lord 

Cheſterfield ſhould go abroad, and particularly to France, it is in order to be 

ſecretary of ſtate, in which caſe, he, Mr. Robinſon the ſecretary, muſt ſerve 

under his lordſhip, ſuppoſing he can contrive to doe it handſomly with regard 
to others. As I ſeem'd to Mr. Robinſon to take little notice of it, I did not 
aſk him many queſtions about it, nor deſire him to read it to me a ſecond time. 

But as this letter is lately received, I thought it might be worth your knowledge, 

not upon my account, becauſe you know how indifferent I am grown to all 

ſervice; but it is' poſſible poor lord Townſhend's ſtate of health may have 
given occaſion for new caballs among the ambitious. I hope his lordſhip is 
not ſo bad, as I find the ordinary letters make him, becauſe you have never 


mentioned it to me; but few people that write about him, think he can gett 


over his illneſs. Should any thing happen, the replacing of him will be of 
vaſt conſequence to the management of affairs at home, as well as to the creditt 
and influence of the government among the foreign powers. I can aſſure you 
the cardinall mentioned it to me this morning with the greateſt concern, but I 
comforted him, by telling him that I did not doubt but his lordſhip would re- 
cover, tho? I can't ſay that he agreed with me in that opinion. I am, &c. 
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545 
SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE HON. THOMAS TOWNSHEND, Period IV. 
1727 to 1730. 
Condoles with him on lord Townſhend's danger. "a 
DEAR TOMMY, 7. 


Houghton, Thurſday 12 o'clock, 
I Suffer too much on account of poor lord Townſhend to know any ſatis- Sydney 
ſaction in being at this diſtance. I have now ſent for horſes to meet me 28885 
on the road, which will bring me almoſt as ſoon to town as if I did ſett out to- 
morrow. I hope to be with you on Monday by noon. Surely that provi- 
dence or good fortune which has ſo often ſtood us in ſtead, will once more in- 
terpole and ſave the man, without whom all muſt fall to the ground. 
I would not preſage any ill tidings; but be aſſured, dear Tommy, that your 
own meritt and the meritt of being deſcended from ſuch a father, will ſecure 
to you and all your unhappy family, whatever is, or can ever poſſibly be in 
my power, to ſoften, what nothing can repair, the loſſe of ſuch a father, friend, 
and Engliſhman, But I will hope ſtill, that this time of tryal is far diſtant, and 
that it may be ſo for reaſons infinite, believe me, dear Tommy, is the moſt 
ardent and moſt ſincere wiſhes of your's moſt faithfully and affectionately. 


Crt] 


1728. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WAL DE GRAVE. 


Inſtrutts him to obtain the cardinal's aſſent to the form of ſigning.—Meet- 
ing of the parliament.—General good will of the commons. —Acclamations 
of the people as the king went to the houſe, 


MY DEAR LORD, London, January 24, 1727—8. 


I Would not let Mr. Charters return to Paris without aſſuring your lordſhip Waldegrave 
of my fincere reſpeas, altho* I have no news to ſend you, ſince you will Taper. 

have been ſo fully informed from the duke of Newcaſtle by the meſſenger | 

that ſet out laſt night of all matters: I ſhall only add in confidence not to be 

mentioned in the diſpatches ; that your lordſhip ſhould uſe your utmoſt ap- 

plication and intereſt with the cardinall that the form for ſigning the declara- 

tion tranſmitted from hence ſhould be followed, as being plain and ſimple, and 
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making it an at finally for the execution of the preliminarys without being a 
new convention, or containing any thing different from the preliminarys, this 
I thought fitt to give you, which will be managed with your uſual prudence. 
The king came yeſterday to the houſe, and ordered us to chooſe a ſpeaker, 
and preſent him on Saturday; Mr. Onſlow was choſen by the moſt generall 
concurrence that was ever known, moved by lord Hartington and ſeconded by 
fir William Strickland. We had 427 members in the houſe; moſt of them ſin- 
cere and hearty friends and in perfect good humour, and things I am per- 
ſuaded will goe gloriouſly to the ſatisfaction of his majeſty and his friends 
abroad; I went thro” the park by chance, when his majeſty paſſed that way to 
the houſe, and the quantitys of people were numberleſs; and the acclamations 
of joy the greateſt that were ever known; I muſt own I never ſaw ſuch a 
ſight. I am with the greateſt affeQtion and reſpect, &c. 


GEORGE 1ILSON* 10 THR EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 
Addreſſes at the y_ of the new parliament carried without a diviſion. 


MY LORD, h Whitehall, February 2, 1727—$, 


AS my lord Townſhend is in doubt whether your lordſhip will have any 

account of what has paſſed at the opening of the parliament, his lordſhip 
has ordered me to tell you ſome particulars upon that ſubject. Your lord- 
ſhip ſees how full and ſtrong the addreſs of the houſe of lords is; there was 
but a faint oppoſition made to it by lord Bathurſt and lord Strafford, with re- 
ſpeC to the words kumane prudence, but they let drop their motion, and did 
not dare to bring it to any diviſion, ſo that addreſs paſs'd unanimouſty. 

In the houſe of commons Mr. Shippen would have made an amendment 
after the words, the diſagreeable and uncertain fituation of affairs, by adding 
theſe following, at his majeſly*s acceſſion to the throne, which were intended as 
a reflection on his late majeſty and his miniſters; and thence he took occaſion 
to launch out into many invectives, and among other things, taxed our ſqua- 
drons with being uſeleſs and infignificant, for that we might have riffled the 
galions at Cartagena, and plundered Portobello; and have had thoſe riches in 
our hands to diſpute with the Spaniards, &c. Sir W. Wyndham ſeconded him, 
and added that by our languid and lifeleſs way of proceeding, we did no more 
than remove the negociations from Paris and Madrid to Cambray, and that he 
could not ſee * this flow method, that we were any —__ near getting out of our 

difficultys. 
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difficultys. But theſe declamations were received ſo ill by the houſe, and Period IV. 
raiſed ſo much indignation, that the oppoſite party had not the courage to _ 8 — 
offer at any diviſion, ſo that your lordſhip may be aſſured that the opening of 41728. 
this parliament has been moſt auſpicious for the king and his affairs, and there 

is no queſtion but it will continue fo: only your lordſhip will obſerve, and 

my lord thinks you may well take notice of it to the cardinal, that inſtead of 

the vivacitys ſome take us to have, how the king's miniſters are accuſed of 
languidneſs and want of ſpirit. And as fir William Wyndham is an intimate 

friend of lord Bolingbroke's, my lord believes that they paſs with him too as 

not having vivacity enough. I hope this will encourage your lordſhip and all 

our friends, and I am ſure no one can wiſh your lordſhip more ſucceſs, 

then, &c. | | 
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HORACE WALPOLE To THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 


Diviſion in the committee the largeſt ever known. 
MY LORD, | London, February 12, O. S. 1727—=8, | 
PON my return on Saturday laſt from the country, where I had been for Waldegrave 

about ten days, I found the honour of your lordſhip's letter of the 12 ww 
inſtant, N. S. and indeed you gueſſed extreamly right, in imagining that Mr. 
Penterhidter's diſcourſe about diſbanding of forces pointed at us, for in the 
debate on Fryday about keeping the ſame number of forces, Mr. P. tho' he 
pretended that he had no other intention but to putt off the queſtion for 
ſome days in expectation of ſome news from Spain, could not forbear reaſon. 
ing in a manner that tallyed exactly with Penterhidter's diſcourſe. You will 
have learnt from others the ſucceſs of the day where the diviſion was 290 
againſt 86, the greateſt majority that ever was known in a committee; and 
there is all the reaſon in the world to believe that the reſt of the publick bu- 
ſineſs will be carryed on by the ſame ſpirit and unanimity. I am, vith the 
greateſt reſpeQ, &c. | 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE., 


The king approves his conduft,—The cardinal cenſured, —Debate on the Heſſian 


Forces. Lady Sophia Bulkeley's penſion to be continued. —Demur about the 
Iriſh recruits. 
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ein oe J Am honoured with your lordſhip's letter of the 18th inſtant, N. S. and I 
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MY DEAR LORD, London, February 15, 1727—8, O. 8. 


have ſeen what you write in your diſpatches to the duke of Newcaſtle; of 


Waldegrave the 18th and 21ſt, and it is impoſſible for me to expreſs how much his majeſty 
and his miniſters are ſatisfied with your lordſhip's conduct, at which I am not 


at all ſurprized. The uneaſineſs of the French court about the pretended 
difficultys and delays in agreeing to the declaration on the part of his majeſty, 
were very groundleſs and unreaſonable, and I find fome had worked up the 


cardinal to great warmth upon it, for beſides what he ſaid to your lordſhip, 
he wrote a more ſerious and ſtranger letter to me than ever I received from 


him, full at the ſame time of great compliments perſonally to me of which I 
have taken proper notice in my anſwer, which I leave open for your lordſhip's 
peruſall; but you will not in delivering it or ſending it to him take the leaft 
notice of it. You have likewiſe incloſed at the ſame time another letter in 
anſwer to one which his eminence wrote to me upon a privateaffair. We had 
yeſterday in the committee of ſupply a debate about continuing the Heſſians 
another year in his majeſty's pay, which called me up, and altho' the debate 


did not laſt long, yett the oppoſite party would come to a diviſion, and we were 


Waldegrave 


Papers. 


280 againſt 86, and I reckon that our diſpute about foreign affairs is as. good 
as over, and by what the king ſayd to me this morning, I believe it will not be 
long before I ſhall have the honour to ſee you at Paris. I am, with the greateſt 
affetion and reſpett. | 
P. S. My compliments to marſhal Berwick, the dutcheſs, and all their fa- 
mily, and let them know that his majeſty has agreed to make the uſual allow- 
ance of bounty to lady Sophia Bulkeley ; but the affair about allowing the Iriſh 


regiments to be recruited in the manner propoſed has mett with ſome difficul- 


tys on account of an att of parliament, but I am in ſome hopes of over- 
coming them. 


DE LA FAYE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE., 
Debate on the national debt. 


(Whitehall, February 22, 1727-8.) YESTERDAY as fir Robert Wal- 
pole was giving an account to the houſe of commons of the ſtate of the ſinking 
fund, he acquainted them that ſince the year 1716, it had paid off of the na- 
tion's debts a certain ſumm (I think ſix millions and ſeven or eight hundred 

| thouſand 
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thouſand pounds) but that by the contracting of new debts the debt of the Period IV. 
nation had upon the balance been lefſened (as I remember) about two millions 0 3 
and half only. Mr. Pulteney anſwered him, and averred that the debt of the 1728. 
nation inſtead of being at all leſſened was greatly increaſed ſince 1716, and 

that tho' he was not now prepared to prove it, he would undertake to do ſo 

in two or three days, and put his reputation upon it. Sir Robert put his re- 

putation upon making out the truth of what he had advanced. In the debate 

mention having been made of the book publiſht about a twelve month ago, as 

was thought by Mr. Pulteney's direction, called a State of the National 

Debt, fir Nathaniel Gold ſaid he had carefully examined that book, and would 
undertake to prove it very fallacious. So it is expected there will on the next 

proper occaſion be a formal debate upon this ſubject; but ſome ſay they re- 

member that ſome ſuch challenge was formerly given by the ſame gentleman, 

but not ſupported. I am, &c. 


GEORGE TILSON TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 
Debate on the ſlate of the national debt. 


(Whitehall, March 7, 1727-8.) I Was glad that what my lord directed me waldegrave 
to write about the parliament was ſo uſefull to your lordſhip. There was laſt Papers. 
Monday a great battle in the houſe of commons, carryed with the uſual ma- 
jority of above 250 to go and odd; but it was a domeſtick point, wherein 
our neighbours take no very great part. It was the diſpute Mr. Pulteney 
raiſed about the vaſt increaſe of our debt, more than was paid off by the ſink- 
ing fund, It appeared clear to the houſe, that above fix millions had been paid 
off by that fund ſince 1716. To day is appointed to debate the other part of 
the queſtion, how many new debts. are incurred fince that year; and it is ge- 
nerally ſaid, that it will be made plain, that with the debts properly ſaid to be 
contratted for ſervices within that time, at leaſt two or three million will have 
been paid off, For the purchaſing the long annuitys, the army debentures, 
and ſuch deficiencys as have been provided for, are ſtrictly ſpeaking, debts 
contrafted before 1716. I ſhall be very glad to ſee this clearly determined, 
for *twill ſtop the clamours of thofe who have all along been aſſerting that we 
run in debt continually ; and that our ſinking fund does not ſuffice to pay 
exceedings annually contracted; with other ſuch general accuſations, that, like 
throwing of dirt at random, ſtick with many. 
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Period IV. 
1727 to 1730. 


1728. 
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P apers., 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


DE LA FAYE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 


News of the ſignature of the convention with Spain arrives in the midſt of a 
debate. 


(Whitehall, March 11, 1727-8.) I Received this morning the honour of 
your lordſhip's letter of the 6—17th inſtant, which I put into my lord duke 
of Newcaſtle's hands, who charged me with his beſt and moſt hearty compli- 
ments to you. Your lordſhip was very good in detaining Byneham from us as 
little as poſſible. The poor man to do him juſtice, performed his journey ex- 
ceedingly well, for on a computation (allowing him two days and half for his 
Journey to Verſailles, his wayting at Calais, and his paſſage by ſea) he was but 
eight days and half coming from Madrid hither. "The news he brought, your 
lordſhip may believe, was not leſs acceptable here than at Verſailles; it proved, 
I dare ſay, a more efficacious cordial to lord Townſhend than all that Grimes's 
ſhop had afforded him, and it came very ſeaſonably to fir Robert Walpole in 
the midſt of a debate, and, as I have been told by ſome that were preſent, 
made him go on with freſh ſpirit and vigour. Your lordſhip will ſee by the 
letters that go by this meſſenger, which will probably reach you at Paris, that 
monſieur Penterridter threatens us with freſh difficultys at the congreſs: there 
may be a little gaſconade in his diſcourſe; however, it furniſhes an argument, 
as your journey does an opportunity for endeavouring to prevail with the car- 
dinal to open his budget, and let us know what he thinks is farther to be done, 
and how the allys are to proceed, which I hope will be in perfect concert to- 
gether, otherwiſe divide et impera will be the play of our antagoniſts. I 
heartily wiſh your lordſhip a good journey and good ſucceſs at Vienna, where 
I hope you will find the miniſters more traQtable than they would have been 
to St. Saphorin, who will prove a good foil to one that has none of thoſe fail- 
ings by which he had made himſelf moſt odious to that court, and had in a 
manner deſtroy*d the uſe of thoſe abilitys, and that knowledge, and experience 


Which he muſt be allowed to poſſeſs. I ſhall be glad to hear of your fafe 


arrival there, and beg that I may ſtill, tho' not in your province, preſerve 


ſome ſhare in your favour, which I ſhall always ſtudy to deſerve by being with 
the greateſt ſincerity and reſpeQ. 


SPEAKER 
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SPEAKER ONSLOW'S REMARKS ON VARIOUS PARTS OF Period Iv. 
SIR ROBERT WALPOLE'S CONDUCT, AND AN EC DO TEST 
OF THE PRINCIPAL LEADERS OF THE OPPOSITION. 


Although ſome of theſe remarks and anecdotes relate to the reign of George 
the firſt, and others to the later periods of Walpole's adminiſtration, yet it 


was thought proper not to ſeparate them; but to print them as they were 
written, in a continued narrative. 


CHAPTER THE FIRST. 


On the oppoſition of fer Robert Walpole to the peerage bill. 


E have often heard of men who have left one party to joyn another, Onſlow 
without any change of principle or inclination avowedly, and only to Papers. 

force the crown, by diſtreſſing the adminiſtration in parliament to bring them- 
ſelves back to, or to obtain thoſe ſeats of power they had loſt or quitted, or 
ſought after, and without deſigning to continue any longer with their new 
friends than ſhould be ſufficient for that purpoſe. A practice that has tended 
more to corrupt and debaſe the minds of men that uſe it, and to diſtreſs and 
confound the affairs of the public than any other public evil this age has pro- 
duced. And however ſtrange and offenſive ſuch tergiverſations muſt appear 
to men of ftria minds, and of little acquaintance with the world (for to ſuch 
only they can appear ſtrange) yet there is rothing more certain than that by 
ſome fatal darkneſs of underſtanding, or imbecility of heart, many perſons 
otherwiſe of great probity and honour, have ſuffered themſelves to be made 
inſtruments and ſupports of theſe factions, and have been brought to believe 
(what is in truth the common band of all party unions, and only juſtifiable 
where the conſtitution is really in danger, from the ſettled plan of an admi- 
niſtration for that purpoſe) that they might very honeſtly act againſt their con- 
ſcience in particulars, in order in general to pull down one man they did not 
like, and to ſet up another they did, nay to make it a point of honor and fide- 

lity to their friends ſo to do. es 
Upon this foundation partly (I mean of diſtreſſing the adminiſtration) I 
have reaſon to think that Mr. Walpole (afterwards ſir Robert) exerted himſelf 
ſo eminently and effeQually againſt the bill to reſtrain the making of peers. 
I have told you before the nature of this bill, and that it was much approved 
of by very many of the whiggs. What occaſioned them to like it fo well, 
was 
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Period IV. was the recent memory of the extraordinary creation of twelve peers at once, 
and of a ſudden, under the adminiſtration of Mr. Harley, earl of Oxford, and 


lord treaſurer, done as it was ſuppoſed, to ſave him from ſome diſagreeable at- 
attack he expected in the houſe of lords. It was, I remember, univerſally 
diſapproved of, and by the whiggs ſo much deteſted that it was one of the 
principal ſubjefts of their clamour againſt him, and afterwards one of the ar- 
ticles of his impeachment. When this bill, therefore, which had the plauſi- 
bleneſs of preventing ſuch an abuſe for the future was firſt brought in, the 
oppoſing of it looked ſo like a contradiction in the whiggs to what they had 
ſaid and done on the former occaſion, that it was thought by the malecontents 
to be too ſtrong a point, and would be of too much reproach for them to ſet 
themſelves againſt (the lords among them perhaps ſomewhat biaſs'd by the ad- 
vantage the bill brought to their body) and at a meeting of the moſt confider- 
able of them, it was the opinion of all except Mr. Walpole to give into it. 
But he diſſented ſo vehemently and paſſionately to the ſo doing, that after 
much altercation and heat they yielded to his oppoſing it in the houſe of com- 
mons, or rather becauſe they found'that he reſolved to do it, whatever they had 
ſaid or ſhould do upon it. He told them it was the moſt maintainable point 
they could make a ſtand upon in the houſe of commons againſt the miniſtry. 
He was ſure he could put it in ſuch a light as to fire with indignation at it 
every independent commoner in England; and that he ſaw a ſpirit riſing 
againſt it among ſome of the warmeſt of the whigs that were country gentle- 
men, and not in other things averſe to the adminiſtration. That the firſt diſ- 
covery of this to him was from what he overheard one Mr. * * * * member 
for * * * * * ſay upon it; a plain country gentleman of about eight hundred 
pounds a year, of a rank equal only to that, and with no expettations or 
views to himſelf beyond what his condition at that time gave him. But this 
perſon talking with another member about this bill, he ſaid with heat and ſome 
oaths (which was what Mr. Walpole overheard and catched at) What 
fall I conſent to the ſhutting the door upon my family ever coming into the 
houſe of lords!” This, Mr. Walpole told the company, ſtruck him with con- 
viction, that the ſame ſentiment might eaſily be made to run through the 
whole body of country gentlemen, be their eſtates then what they would. 
And ſo it proved, to a very thorough defeat of the miniſters in this inſtance. 
His performance in this debate, I have heard, for I was not then come into 
parliament, was very great, and had as much of natural eloquence and of ge- 
mus 
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nius in it as had been heard by any of the audience within thoſe walls. His Period IV. 


topics were popular, and made for thoſe he hoped to bring over, from the 
ſtory I have juſt now told you. He talked of the honours of peerage as the 
conſtitutional reward of great qualities and attions only, in the ſervice of the 
commonwealth, and to be kept open for that purpoſe. That the uſual path to the 
temple of honour, had been thro' the temple of virtue: but by this bill it was now 
to be only thro" the ſepulchre of a dead anceſtor, without merit or fame. In this 
ſtrain he bore down every thing before him, even againſt very able perform. 
ances by many very conſiderable perſons who ſpoke on the other fide of the 
-queſtion, | 


ON OPPOSITION. CHAPTER II. 


Walpole's conduft in the proſecution of biſhop Atterbury.—Motives for laying a 
tax on papiſts and non jurors. Impropriety of multiplying oaths, —Walpole's 
art in confounding the tories with the jacobites, — Anecdotes and characters of 
Daniel and William Pulteney—Sir William Wyndham Sir Fohn Barnard— 


Sir Joſeph Fekyll—Lords Carteret—Cheſter field —Bolingbroke, —Conclufion, 
— Obſervations on fir Robert Walpole. 


Remarkable event happened at this time, 1722, which contributed very 

much to the fixing Mr. Walpole's intereſt and power then with the king, 
and manifeſting freſh proofs of his abilities and uſefulneſs as a miniſter, It 
was the management of a diſcovery made by the regent of France to the go. 
vernment here of a plot in favour of the pretender, formed and carried on 
principally by Atterbury, biſhop of Rocheſter, a man of great parts, and of a 
moſt reſtleſs and turbulent ſpirit, daring and enterprizing, tho' then very in- 
firm, and capable of any artifice; but proud and paſſionate, and not of judg- 
ment enough for the undertakings he engaged in. His views were not only to 
be the firſt churchman, but the firſt man alſo in the ſtate, not leſs than Wolley, 
whom he admired and thought to imitate; and found he could only ſucceed 
in this, by the merit of his overturning the preſent government, and advancing 
that of the pretender in its ſtead. He had been long projetting this revolu- 
tion; but went now upon the foundation of the diſcontents in the kingdom, 
ariſing from the South Sea tranſactions in the year 20, which were ſtill freſh 
in the minds and hearts of the people, eſpecially the ſufferers, many of whom 
imputed their loſſes to the government, as deſigning by a fraud to deprive 
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them of their property, and propagated this notion, with too much fucceſs, 
among the people in general, 

When this intimation was given from the regent (who, i it was ſaid, aid i it on 
condition that no one ſhould die for it) the difficulty of getting to the bottom 
and fixing the evidence of it ſtill remained; but when that was effected, in a 
great meaſure by Mr. Walpole's dexterity, who had the chief part in unravel- 
ling this dark myſtery, the proſecution was as difficult to manage as the other, 
from the want,*in moſt of the caſes, of legal proofs to convia the criminals at 
law, and from the neceſſity not to let them go without ſome degree of puniſh= 
ment that might be a ſecurity to the government againſt the like attempts for 
the future, and worthy of the notice the government had taken of this. This 
he alſo undertook and carried through in parliament with great {kill and 
clearneſs, and made it ſerve another purpoſe too he always aimed at, the ſetting 
the whiggs againſt the tories as jacobites, which all of them gave too much 
handle for on this and many other occaſions, and making therefore combina- 
tions between them and any body of whiggs to be impraQticable: and it had 
that effect for ſome time. In the proceedings in the houſe of lords againſt 
the biſhop, he appeared as a witneſs for the government to ſome things which 
had been ſolemnly denied by the other: - the biſhop uſed all the art his guilt 
would admit of, to perplex and make Mr. Walpole contradi himſelf, but he 
was too hard for the biſhop upon every turn, altho' a greater trial of {kill this 
way, ſcarce ever happened between two ſuch combatants. The one fighting for 
his reputation, the other for his acquittal. The expeQation of people in it, as 
they were differently inclined to the parties, and the cauſe and the ſolemnity of 
it from the place and the audience it was in, made it look like a liſted field for 
a combat of another fort, and the joy of victory as great as there. To ſay 
the truth, the biſhop ſunk under the weight of his guilt, and indeed the whole 
of his defence, as made by himlelf, was not adequate to his real abilities. | 

He grounded alſo upon this, what was more politick as I thought, than 
juſt, the ſubmitting the eſtates of the papiſts in England to a tax of 100, 0000. 
under the name of a compoſition for their recuſancy, altho* it did not appear, 
that any, or at leaſt but very few of them were engaged in this deſign. But he 
did it to terrify em, from giving any countenance to ſuch undertakings, and 
to make them to ſtop, which they were moſt likely to be able to do, all ſuch 
from proceeding, by ſhowing them, that let what would happen, they as a body 
of men ſhould pay for it; and altho' the levy fell very ſhort of the ſum im- 

| poked, 
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poſed, yet it has with the fince mildneſs of the government towards them, very Period IV. 
probably been the means of keeping theſe people quiet from this time. He 998 
anſwered the objettion of injuſtice in it, not by contending that they were in Speaker 
this particular conſpiracy, but this 100,000 l. was but a part of what they had * 
already forfeited, which was a third part of their eſtates, from the time of their ; 
recuſancy, and therefore due to the government, tho? not taken; and as the 
government now took but this ſmall proportion, it would rather be a favour to 
them to let this compound for the whole; and a proviſion was inſerted in the 
act for that purpoſe. But all this appeared farce to me and ſome others, and 
which I ſhall ſhow you in what I ſhall ſay elſewhere upon this ſubjeR. 
Another thing which aroſe from this laſt, did not do the government ſo 
much ſervice as this: it happened by accident; but he took it up and purſued 
it with his uſual party ſpirit, and it was this; ſomebody in the debate of the 
other matter, ſaid it ought to go to proteſtant non-jurors as well as to papiſts, 
and the rather becauſe they were both already liable to a double of the com- 
mon land tax. This appeared ſo plauſible, that it was generally given into: 
but then to do it with any juſtice, every body was to have an opportunity of 
ſwearing to the government; and, to do it with effect, every body was to be 
obliged to ſwear; that thus the real non-jurors might be known, and regiſter 
their eſtates, for this or any future impoſition of the like ſort, or to keep them 
in dread of it. | 
I have mentioned this laſt to you, ot ſo much for the ſake of the thing it. 
ſelf as for the extraordinary effect and operation it produced. People in ge- 
neral were ſo terrified with the apprehenſions of not only forfeiting their eſtates 
in poſſeſſion if they did not take the oaths, but alſo what they had in rever- 
ſions, limitations ever ſo remote, or the leaſt relation to or expettation of any, 
nay with regard to their money or effects of any ſort, that the whole nation 
almoſt, men, women, and children capable of taking an oath flocked to the 
places where the quarter ſeſſions were holden, that they might by ſwearing to 
the government free themſelves and their families from the danger, as they 
thought, of loſing their fortunes to it. I ſaw a great deal of it, and it was a 
ſtrange as well as ridiculous fight to ſee people crouding to give a teſtimony 
of their allegiance to a government, and curſing it at the ſame time for giving 
them the trouble of ſo doing, and for the fright they were put into by it; and 
I am fatisfied more real diſaffection to the king and his family aroſe from it 
than from any thing which happened in that time, It made the government to 
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Period IV. appear tyrannical and ſuſpicious, than which nothing can be more hurtful to a 
— leſſen his ſafet 
8 prince or leſſen y. 

Upon this occaſion, which indeed was one of my reaſons for relating this 
fact to you, I cannot help obſerving of what little uſe to a government the 
impoſition of oaths to it has ever been. It's very true that nothing in the 
conſtitution is more ancient. It was the praQtiſe among our Saxon anceſtors, 
continued after the acceſſion of the Norman race, and enforced often by par- 
ticular oaths under ſeveral of the following kings, but never prevented any 
revolution that either reaſons of government or ambition could bring about, 
To come nearer to our own times, oaths were made to Charles the firſt, but did 
not ſave him. Oaths were taken to the parliament and common- wealth, but 
the fame people forgot them or broke them under Cromwell, and all at the 
reſtoration ſwore allegiance to Charles the ſecond, They ſwore the ſame to 
king James, and the ſucceſs of the revolution made the ſame perſons almoſt 
take the ſame oaths to king William and queen Mary, and to queen Anne: 
many in the rebellion of 1715, had ſworn to king George the firſt, and more 
who wiſhed it ſucceſs. After all this, who can think theſe bindings of any ſe- 
curity? It may torture the minds of people, but never influences their 
actings. | 

A government is never ſecure of the hearts of the people but from the juſ- 
tice of it, and the Juſtice of it is generally a real ſecurity. A good govern- 
ment, therefore, does not want theſe oaths to defend it, and a bad one the ca- 
ſuiſts ſay, frees ſubjeas from the obligation of them, and is a doftrine the 
people in all times have given into. Some particular men may poflibly be in- 
fluenc'd by them, but I ſpeak of the generality of the people; and, with re- 
gard to them, it has ever been found at leaft uſeleſs. But this praQtiſe is, in 
many reſpetts, generally very dangerous. Princes are apt to truſt too much 
to it in evil government, and are too much encouraged to that by it. Charles 
the firſt was deceived by it, and it deluded his ſon James into the extravagant 
attempt he made upon the religion and liberties of his ſubjetts. Beſides the 
minds of men are often corrupted by this to a ſlight of the obligation of an 
oath in general, either by taking theſe oaths unwillingly, many times againſt 
their conſciences, and only by compulſion. Others ſwear what they do not 
comprehend, as was the caſe of nine in ten of thoſe who took the oaths on the 
occaſion I have been ſpeaking of, and then the evil is, as was obſerved by a 


great man at that time, that when men babituate themſelves to ſwear what they 
do 
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do not underſtand, they will eaſily be brought to forſwear themſelves in what Period IV. 
they do underſtand. The like danger is from the frequency of oaths that — ſ 
is here required, which allways takes off from the awe of 'em, and conſequently Speaker 
their force. Indeed no oath ſhould be impoſed where it is poſſible that the y_ 


intereſt of the perſon taking it ſhould induce him either to break it or ſwear 
falſely; and, in my opinion, no oaths at all ſhould be appointed but in judicial 
matters; which as they are neceſſary in thoſe caſes, ſhould be kept for them 
only, that they may thereby be the more ſolemn, and conſequently the more 
forcible there, where only they are really wanted, or can be of any true uſe 
in ſociety. To conclude this digreſſion, I have often wonder'd that men do 
not ſee the unreaſonableneſs and danger of making people ſwear where there 
may be an intereſt to tempt them to forſwear or afterwards break their oaths, 
from that uniform practice of courts of juſtice not to ſuffer any one to be put 
upon his oath in judgment, when he is either to get or loſe any thing by the 
event of that cauſe in which he is brought to be a witneſs. 

But to return: notwithſtanding the imprudence and folly of thus ſwearing 
the whole nation in the manner I have deſcribed, yet was the ſame thing con- 
tinued by a ſubſequent a& of parliament deliberately made againſt the advice 
and admonition, and to the great ſcandal of many wiſe men, who wiſhed the 
beſt to the government, and ſaw the prejudice it would do to the king and his 
family, But as parties are generally factions, and the chief buſineſs of factions 
is to annoy one another, thoſe men have always moſt merit with their party who 
contribute moſt to this humour; and to that, as this was deſigned to affect the 
tories, muſt this filly zeal of the whiggs then in parliament be imputed: and it 
is moſt certain, that on too many occaſions it has been thought, he was the ho- 
neſt whigg-friend to the government, who did moſt to make the tories enemies 
to it, which many of them from reſentment to the whiggs, and being deprived of 
power, did but too much incline, and give into. 

But however diſtaſteful this was to ſeveral ſerious men among the whiggs, 
Mr. Walpole enjoyed and encouraged it all, as purſuing his plan of having 
every body to be deemed a jacobite who was not a profeſt and known whigg. 
When he had thus, by the unravelling of this plot, and puniſhing the principal 
offenders, eſtabliſhed his own credit with the party in general, and as he 
hoped with his maſter too, he believed himſelf to have a fair proſpe& of 
eſtabliſhing his own power, which, as he built upon a whigg-party bottom only, 
he laboured all he could to unite thofe to him who had been peculiarly de- 
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and of them ſeveral remained in their employments, whom he could not re- 
move, or did not dare to attempt, becauſe of the intereſt they had with the king, 
thro” the means of the Germans; and this body of people, ſmall, but of con- 
ſiderable rank, remained his enemies to the time of the king's death, waiting 
and watching for every opportunity to ruin him, which, however, it is moſt 
undoubted they could not have done, without ruining at the ſame time, the 
whigg cauſe and party. But they thought otherwiſe; and now began ſome- 
thing of the whigg oppoſition to his power, which grew afterwards to be ſo 
troubleſome and formidable to him. It was at firſt made up chiefly of ſuch 
of my lord Sunderland's creatures as he could not attach to him; but it had 
very ſoon the addition of ſome others from various motives and views. 

Since that oppoſition to him makes ſo great part of his hiſtory, and from 
whence ſo much of his charaQter ariſes, it will not be improper for the better 
illuſtration of that, to give you ſome deſcription of the perſons who under- 
took, or had the principal management of it. 

He who firſt endeavoured to form this oppoſition into a ſyſtem, or regular 
method of proceeding, with a view only to ruin Mr. Walpole, and for that 
purpoſe, to unite people of every character and principle, and in which he 
took the moſt indefatigable pains, was Mr. Daniel“ Poulteney, in all other re- 
ſpeas almoſt, a very worthy man, very knowing and laborious in buſineſs, 
eſpecially in foreign affairs, of ſtrong, but not lively parts, a clear and weighty 
ſpeaker, grace in his deportment, and of great virtue and decorum in his pri- 
vate life, generous and friendly. But, with all this, of moſt implacable hatred 
where he did hate, violent, keen, and moſt bitter in his reſentments, gave up 
all pleaſures and comforts, and every other conſideration to his anger, and fell 
at laſt a martyr to it in his quarrel with Mr. Walpole. For his not ſucceeding 
in it prey'd upon his ſpirits, which, and with his living much with the lord 


* Daniel Pulteney was envoy at Copenhagen during the reign of queen Anne, a commiſſioner 
of trade in 1717, and a lord of the admiralty in 1721. He came firſt into parliament in 1721, 
on the death of ſecretary Craggs. He married Margaret Deering, daughter of Benjamin 
Tichbourne, brother to Henry viſcount Tichbourne. Daniel died in 1731, leaving three 
daughters, two of whom died unmarried, the third by failure of the male iſſue in William 
and Harry Pulteney, became heireſs at law to their large fortunes. She married Mr. John- 
ſtone, ſon of fir James Johnſtone, bart. now fir William Pulteney, and by him left an only 


daughter Henrietta Laura, the preſent lady Bath, See the genealogical table in the note to the 
39th chapter, 


Boling- 
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Bolingbroke (as an enemy to Mr. Walpole) threw him into an irregularity of Period IV. 
drinking that occaſioned his death, to the great loſs and regret of thoſe who nh 
were now joined with him, to whom he was a ſort of magazine for all the ma. Speaker 
terials neceſſary to the work he principally had engaged them in. e ohy 
| This animoſity to Mr. Walpole, aroſe from his intimacy with my lord Sun- | 
derland, to whom he was brother-in-law, by having married the fiſter of my lord 
Sunderland's laſt wife. He was in the depth of all that lord's political ſecrets, 
as far at leaſt as he truſted any body, and was deſigned by him to be ſecretary 
of Rate in the ſcheme he formed of a new adminiſtration, if he had lived long 
enough to have once more overſet Mr. Walpole and my lord Townſhend. 
But my lord Sunderland's death putting an end to the other's hopes, ſo ſower'd 
his mind, that from the moment of his diſappointment, I verily believe, he 
ſcarcely thought of any thing elſe, but to revenge it in an oppoſition to him 
who had been the chief opponent of his friend and patron. This was at firſt 
carried on in whiſpers and inſinuations, and raifing private prejudices againſt 
Mr. Walpole. For he {till continued one of the commiſſioners of the admiralty, 
and ſo fill voted with the adminiſtration; but reſigning that office, which he 
had great joy in being diſintangled from, that he might, as he ſoon did, act 
openly and without reſerve againſt the miniſtry in every thing; and was the 
perſon chiefly who ſettled his kinſman Mr. Poulteney (afterwards earl of Bath) 
in this oppoſition, tho? they little agreed, or indeed converſed with one another 
before, nay rather perſonally difiked one another, even to the laſt, and they 
were in truth, of very different characters. 
Whatever ſuſpicions Mr. Daniel Poulteney might lie under of entering into 
ſome dark and dangerous deſigns“ againſt the government itſelf, it is moſt cer- 
tain the other had never any thoughts that led to jacobitiſm; and if there was 
any thing relating to the publick, that he was conſtant to, it was his fears of the 
pretender, his abhorrence to that cauſe, and his attachment of the king and his 
family. And it was from this, and not a little too, becauſe of his great fortune, 
which might be at take, that he had often ſome checks of conſcience, and very 
melancholy apprehenſions, leaſt his violence againſt the adminiſtration of fir 
Robert Walpole, and joining for that purpoſe with thoſe ſuppoſed to be the 
enemies to the government, might not weaken the foundations of it, and give 


The inſinuation hinted at by ſpeaker Onſlow, that Daniel Pulteney was engaged in deſigns 
contrary to the proteſtant ſucceſſion, ſeems to have been urged without ſufficient foundation. 


too 
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cation even of little ſtories ſo properly to affect his hearers, that he would over- 


dinary perſon; and in his private life free from common vices, with a ſenſe of 
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was, without diſpute, a perſon of very eminent endowments, rather natural 
than acquired, altho* not without the laſt, but with a mixture of ſuch natural 
defects and weakneſſes too, that no time, I believe, can produce an inſtance 
of a man of ſo variable and uncertain a mind, who knew not that he was ſo, 
and never deſigned to be ſo. | | 

I am perſuaded he thought his life was one continued ſcene of uniformity 
in principles and aQtings; and as thoſe who knew him beſt, wondered at the 
popularity he once had, ſo he who knew himſelf leaſt, wondered as much that 
he ever loſt it, He had indeed the moſt popular parts for public ſpeaking, 
that I ever knew; animating every ſubje& of popularity, with the ſpirit and 
fire that the orators of the ancient commonwealths govern'd the people by; 
was as claſſical and as elegant in the ſpeeches he did not prepare as they were 
in their moſt ſtudied compoſitions, mingling wit and pleaſantry, and the appli- 


ſet the beſt argumentation in the world, and win people to his ſide, often againſt 
their own convittions, by making ridiculous that truth they were influenced by 
before, and making ſome men to be afraid'and aſhamed of being thought within 
the virulence of ſome bitter expreſſion of his, or within the laugh that generally 
went thro? the town at any memorable ſtroke of his wit. And, altho' this 
never got him a majority in the houſe of commons, yet he uſually had the 
occaſional hearers that were there; and to that audience he generally ſpoke, 
and by them eſtabliſhed his general fame, as long, I mean, as his talents were 
employed againſt miniſters, courtiers, power, and corruption. He certainly 
hurt fir Robert more than any of thoſe who oppos'd him. What his motives 
were to this oppoſition, and what happened to him afterwards, I leave to other 
accounts of him, which are various. He was undoubtedly a very extraor- 


religion even to devotion. 


Another perſon who acted a very conſiderable part in this oppoſition, was 
fir William Wyndham“, as a leader of the tories, or ſuch of them, at leaſt, 


who 


* Sir William Wyndham was deſcended + from an ancient family of that name, which ſeems 
£0 have taken its ſurname from Wymondham, or Wyndham in Norfolk, and which afterwards 


_ 


— 


+ Collins, Edmonſon's Baroneguim. 
ſettled 
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who were not averſe to come with their party, into power and offices under Period IV. 
che preſent royal family. In the latter part of queen Anne's reign, he had !7*7 2 173 


been ſecretary at war and chancellor of the exchequer, tho' a very young 
man, raiſed ſo high in the world againſt the opinion of it by the favour of my 
lord Bolingbroke, with whom he lived in an intimacy of pleaſures and gallan- 
tries as well as buſineſs; and from his attachment and gratitude to him (which 
he ever preſerved) and from party violence and the heat of his youth had en- 
gaged in the rebellion of 1915, but eſcaped any puniſhment except that of a 
ſhort confinement, by the conſideration then had of the noble family he had 
married into, and who had great merit with the king and his family. He con- 
tinued, however, in all the meaſures of his party againſt the government, and 
by frequent ſpeaking in public, and great application to buſineſs, and the con- 
tant inſtruction he ill received from his friend, and as it were his maſter, 
eſpecially in foreign affairs, he became from a very diſagreeable ſpeaker and 
little knowing in buſineſs to be one of the moſt pleaſing and able ſpeakers of 


his time, wore out all the prejudices of party, grew moderate towards the diſ—- 


fenters, againſt whom he once bore a moſt implacable hatred, ſtudied and un- 


ſettled at Felbnigge in the ſame county, By the marriage of fir John Wyndham in the reign 
of Edward the ſixth, with the daughter of John Sydenham of Orchard, the elder line was 
eſtabliſhed at Orchard, hence called Orchard Wyndham, in the county of Somerſet. Sir Wil- 
ham Wyndham, the perſon under conſideration, was lineally deſcended from this line. He was 
born in 1686, and on the death of his father fir Edward, ſucceeded to the title of baronet, to 
a very conſiderable eſtate, and to the diſtinction and influence which his family had poſſeſſed in 
the weſtern counties of England. He increaſed his conſequence by eſpouſing in 1708, lady 
Catherine Seymour, ſecond daughter of Charles, duke of Somerſet. Born of a tory family, and 
imbued from his early infancy with notions of divine and indefeaſible right, he was adverſe to 
the interruption of the lineal deſcent, and uniformly oppoſed the eſtabliſhment of the ſucceſſion 
in the houſe of Brunſwick. In the reign of queen Anne, he was brought forwards into public 
employment at a very early age by his friend Bolingbroke, with whom he lived in habits of the 
ſtricteſt intimacy, and by whoſe brilliant talents he was ſeduced into ſimilar exceſſes of pleaſure 
and gallantry. Under the adminiſtration of Harley, he was made ſucceſſively maſter of the 
buck hounds, ſecretary at war, and chancellor of the exchequer. His principles in favour of 
the reſtoration of the Stuarts were ſo well known, that on the acceſſion of George the firſt, he 
had no official employment, and in 1715, he was impriſoned in the tower, until the concluſion 
of the rebellion. In July 1716, he was releaſed under the bail of the dukes of Somerſet and 
Richmond, the earls of Rocheſter and Thomond, and lord Gower, * He died in 1740; his ſon, 
fir Charles Wyndham, on the death of the duke of Somerſet, ſucceeded to the title of carl of 
Egremont. | | | 
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derſtood the nature of government and the conſtitution of his own country, 
and found ſuch a new ſet of principles with regard to the publick, and from 
them grew to think that the religion and liberties of the nation, ſo much de- 
pended on the ſupport of the preſent family on the throne, that he loſt all con- 
fidence with the Jacobites, and the moſt rigid of the tories, and it is thought 
would have left them entirely if he could have ſtood the reproach of that in 
his own country, or could have maintained a prevailing intereſt there without 


them: and upon that footing would willingly have come into a new whigg ad- 


miniſtration upon the excluſion of fir Robert Walpole, with whom he would 
never have added, and with the admiſſion of ſome few of his tory friends, who 
in company with him would willingly alſo have left their party for ſuch a 
change, ſwayed not a little perhaps in this by obſerving that no other road 
would lead them to thoſe honours and preferments in the ſtate, which it was juſt 
for men of abilities to expect, and a folly to exclude themſelves and their fa- 
milies from, when they could take them as they thought without hurt to their 
principles and their characters. But he did not live long enough to have this 
happen to him. | 

He was, in my opinion, the moſt made for a great man of any one that I 
have known in this age. Every thing about him ſeem'd great. There was 
no inconſiſtency in his compoſition, all the parts of his charaQer ſuited, and 
were a help to one another. There was much of grace and dignity in his per- 
ſon, and the ſame in his ſpeaking. He had no acquirements of learning, but 
his eloquence improved by uſe, was ſtrong, full, and without affectation, ariſing 
chiefly from his clearneſs, propriety, and argumentation, in the method of which 
laſt, by a ſort of induction almoſt peculiar to himſelf, he had a force beyond 
any man J ever heard in public debates. He had not the vivacity of wit and 
pleaſantry in his ſpeeches ſo entertaining in the former perſon, but there was 
a ſpirit and power in his ſpeaking, that always animated himſelf and his hearers, 
and with the decoration of his manner, which was indeed very ornamental, pro- 
duced not only the moſt attentive, reſpectful,“ but even a reverend regard to 
whatever he ſpoke. ; | 


He was beſides generally ſerious, and always decent, never poſitive, and 


» & ſtriking inſtance of the high reſpect paid to fir William Wyndham, appeared in one of 
the debates which related to the convention. In the midſt of a ſpeech, being confuſed, he 
turned to the ſpeaker, and ſaid, Sir, I muſt beg leave to recolle& myſelf;”? he then fat down. 


A profound and reſpectful filence enſued, for ſome minutes, when fir William again roſe and con- 
tinued his ſpeech with his uſual animation and energy. 
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often condeſcending, though ſometimes ſevere and pointed. There was in- Period IV. 


deed great decorum through his whole carriage, and no man ever contributed {72.1739 


more than he did to the dignity of parliament. Had he been a miniſter in his 
latter days, I am ſatisfied, he would have had the ſame decorum in office as 
he had in parliament, and he had that civility and good breeding in his de. 
meanor, that made him as fit for a court as any other ſituation, and his abilities 
would have made him equal to any. He had certainly great notions, and ap- 
peared to have a high regard to the principles of honour and juſtice. It has 
been ſaid, that he was haughty and paſſionate, and would have carried his power 
too high, and I am afraid it was the weakneſs he was moſt liable to fall into. 
Thoſe who ſpoke moſt of this, took their thoughts of him chiefly from what 
they remembered of him in his younger days, when it is very true he had too 
much of this temper; but as far as I could obſerve, he was much changed in 
this as he was in his principles and other things, and ſurely no man in general 
was ever leſs in his advanced age of what he had been in his youth, than he 
ſeem'd to be. But as he was not without his fears too, and ſome deſire of fame, 
they from his knowledge alſo of the world would have been ſome reſtraint upon 
the other, and if ſo, his ſtate might only have procured that reſpect which is 
always due and neceſſary to government. What his firmneſs in great trials 
would have been, I cannot ſay. He was certainly of a very high ſpirit, and 
that with power well managed might have ſupported him under any difficul- 
ties. If I have ſpoken too highly of him, it muſt be imputed to the great 


opinion I conceived of him in the houſe of commons, where I never ſaw him 


fail of being a great man. 

Theſe three were the principal opponents fir Robert Walpole had in the 
houſe of commons. There were others too in that place who bore their parts 
in the ſame work, but were far inferior to thoſe I have mentioned, ſome in 
point of abilities, and others from their youth and want of experience; al- 
though among the latter ſome were young men of great natural and acquired 
endowments, and from the training they had by their oppoſition to the court, 
came afterwards to be of conſiderable figure and rank in public office and bu- 
ſineſs. It was indeed from the applauſe for ſpeaking which theſe had acquired, 
that it became a faſhion for moſt of the then young men of birth and fortune 
to ſet themſelves againſt the court, and to endeavour to obtain ſeats in par- 
liament for the ſake of the fame they hoped to get, as the others had done, by 
popular declamations there, againſt the evil power and corruption of the ad- 
miniſtration, which they chiefly, or rather only applied to fir Robert Wow 

40 2 an 


Speaker 
Onſlow's 
remarks. 


| 1 
U 
161 

. 

v 
| 
1 
11 — 

+ 
{0p 
hy: 1 
, : 

k 
ii 
it] vw: 

it} 1 
i} 
: , 
"1 
AR 
ip ! 

"HAT 

} 

1 

{1 

1 

T 
1 1 

1H 

1015 

{ 9 
"nm 
1 v9 
£ itt U 
I lit 17 
1 1 
0 ” 
"tt *4 i 
110008 
7 71 
e 
e 
1170 1789 
11 16 Ke 
ö Ah 
n p 
ie 
11 
j itt } 
+ 1} 
j 1 I's 


1 


TILES — = 
— — 
= = — 
— SO 


864 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period IV. and too often in a language that by no means became their youth to give or 
— his years to have it given to him. But for this alſo they had their applauders; 
and it is ſcarcely to be imagined to what a height it aroſe, and how much ge- 
neral miſchief he received from this ſpirit and licentiouſneſs of ſpeech in theſe 
young patriots. It went the farther, becauſe in them it was deemed native 
virtue and difintereſtedneſs, the reſult of untainted minds, and hearts too 
young to be corrupted by envy of power and profit (the uſual motives of 

older men in faction) and in many or moſt of them, indeed I am perſuaded, 
in the beginning at leaſt, they were made to believe they were ſaving their 
country from deftruttion, and that they only could do it. 
But they were the tools and inſtruments of thoſe who meant no ſuch thing, 
and who were in oppoſition only becauſe they had not power, and made uſe 
of the virtue of theſe younger and better men to the quicker obtaining of it 
for themſelves, which when they had done, and manifeſted by their after act- 
ings what their former motives had been, many of their young followers ſoon 
diſcerned the cheat, and ſhew'd their reſentment accordingly. Some, how- 
ever, who were older and grown wiſer, ſaw the proſpet the change had opened, 
and made as able a uſe of it as the beſt experienced of their principals had 
done; but alas! with a change too of ſtyle and behaviour, that has made me 
often mourn over them and reflett how very wary young men ſhould be of 
| What they ſay and do in their political outſet, left the language and actings they. 
then hold ſhould not be able to laſt them through their whole journey: and 1 
have found alſo that nothing can be more unfortunate for any man, than to 
begin his public life in the ſchools of faction and defamation. It is unhappy 
enough to begin it in a ſervile and implicit compliance with power; but the 
other is far more dangerous, The middle track between thoſe two extremes 
is the path that honeſt and wiſe men will take, and is the true character of a 
parliament man, | | 
The next perſon in the houſe of commons, who I ſhall mention, and gave 
much diſturbance there to fir Robert Walpole and his adminiſtration, was one 
of the members for the city of London, and- the moſt eminent man among 
them; not for fortune, which he ſeem'd to have no appetite for, beyond a com- 
petency for his rank and faſhion, which was that of a merchant by profeſſion 
(though of no extenſive dealings) and of the great offices in the city, all of 
which he had paſſed through; but his conſideration aroſe from his own in- 
trinſic worth and abilities, unaſſiſted by any collateral advantages whatſoever. 
For he had neither birth, alliances, riches, or ſtations in the government to for- 
ward 
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ward him, but was himſelf, if ever any man was, the worker out of his own true Period IV. 
fame, Nor had he the advantages of learning, language, or manner to orna- (77721759 


ment or ſet off his natural or acquired endowments, the latter of which lay 
chiefly in the knowledge of trade, its foundation and extent, and of the whole 
circle of taxes, funds, money, and credit. In all which he had more ſagacity, 
acuteneſs, force, and cloſeneſs of argumentation, better and more praQticable 
notions, than almoſt any man I ever knew, with a diſintereſtedneſs as to him- 
ſelf, that no temptation of the greateſt profit or very high ſtations (for ſuch he 
might have had) could have drawn him from the very retired and humble 
life he generally choſe to lead, not only for the ſake of his health, but the con- 
tent of his mind in a moderate habitation, in a neighbouring village to London, 
from whence he only came, as he was occaſionally called to any buſineſs of 
importance in the city or in parliament; in the firſt of which, he was a great 
magiſtrate, and in the other, of true weight and influence. He was beſides, of 
a very regular and religious life, without ſhow or affectation, as in his public 
deportment, he ſeem'd to have made the beſt principles of both parties, to be 
the guide of his political acting: fo that he was in truth, one of the greateſt ex- 
amples of private, and in general, of public virtue that this age has produced; 
and had a popularity arifing from that, which, though he did not court or 
cheriſh in the way it is uſually got and kept up, was more univerſal and laſt. 
ing, than that of any man of his time, manifeſting itſelf in calm and real in- 
ances of eſteem, and not in noiſe and riot, which he himſelf would have been 
the firſt to ſuppreſs. (1764) He is lately dead in full poſſeſſion of this true 
fame. „ * | 
After ſo much of the character of fir John Barnard,* it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that in his oppoſitions to fir Robert Walpole, he was at all attuated by the 
| ſpirit 

* Sir John Barnard, knight, was born at Reading in 3685, His parents being quakers, 
he was brought up at a ſchool at Wandſworth in Surry, appropriated to the education of per- 
ſons of that perſuaſion, and derived little information from his maſter, In 1703, he quitted 
the ſociety of quakers, was baptifed by Compton, biſhop of London, and continued a member 
of the eftabliſhed church. He roſe into eminence, ſolely by his indefatiguable aſſiduity in bu- 
ſineſs and high integrity in his mercantile tranſactions. He had attained his thirty-ſixth year, 
when he firſt attracted the public notice, and on an occaſion wholly unſought by himſelf, 
«© A bill greatly affecting the wine trade, had paſſed through the houſe of commons, and was 
% depending in the upper houſe. The principal merchants, who would have been injured by 


4 the operation of the bill, united in preſenting a petition to the lords, praying to be heard 
| s againſt 
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Period IV. ſpirit of faction; nor do I believe he was, or that he ever entered with the 
1727 to 1730. a | ; ; 5 , 
others into any formed deſign to ruin or remove him, however he might wiſh 
| the latter, from the then diſlike he ſeemed to have of the principles of his ad- 

miniſtration, eſpecially after the famous attempt of fir Robert Walpole to turn 
the collection of ſome of the inland duties into an exciſe, which fir John Bar- 
nard had much contributed to defeat; and fir Robert Walpole's manner of 
debating a ſcheme, the other had propoſed, to reduce the intereſt of the public 
debt to g per cent. of both which I ſhall ſpeak more particularly very ſoon. 

And here it muſt be confeſſed, that his oppoſing the meaſures of the govern- 

ment was more conſtant and ſettled, and had more of intemperance in it to- 

wards fir Robert Walpole, than can ſeem well to confiſt with the deſcription 


I have before given of this gentleman, 


* 


ce apainſt it, by themſelves or counſel. Their requeſt being granted, Mr. Barnard, without 
_ « his knowledge, was ſelected as the fitteſt perſon to prove the grievance, and to anſwer every 
cc objection to the petition. Through ſome unaccountable negligence he was not acquainted 
« with the buſineſs, till the afternoon before he was to be heard by the peers. This ſingular 
« diſadvantage, when it came to be known, made his ſpeech appear the more extraordinary. 
4 By the extent of his acquaintance with commerce, and the perſpicuity and force of his rea- 
cc ſoning, accompanied with a becoming medeſty, he contributed in ſo high a degree to carry 
cc the point aimed at, that all the petitioners conſidered themſelves as principally indebted 
ce to his talents for their ſucceſs.” This inſtance of his abilities rendered him ſo conſpicuous 
and popular, that he was put up as a member for London, without the ſmalleſt ſolicitation 
on his part, and choſen in the warmeſt conteſt ever known in that city, His parliamentary 
abilities were acknowledged by all; and by none more than by fir Robert Walpole, whoſe mea- 
ſures he almoſt uniformly oppoſed. To his talents as a ſpeaker, he paid a due eulogium. As 
he was riding out with a party, ſome perſons were overheard talking on the other ſide of a 
narrow lane, the hedge of which concealed them from view. One of the party ſaying, whoſe 
voice is that? fir Robert replied: do you not know! it is one which I never ſhall forget. I 
have often felt its power. On meeting at the end of the lane, adds the biographer, fir Robert 
Walpole with that enchanting courteſy he poſſeſſed, ſaluting Mr. Barnard, told him what had 
paſſed.” + The miniſter frequently uſed to rally his ſons who were praiſing the ſpeeches of 
Pulteney, Pitt, Littleton, and others, by ſaying you may cry up their ſpeeches if you pleaſe, but 
when I have anſwered fir John Barnard, and lord Polwarth, I think I have concluded the debate. 
In 1728, he was choſen alderman, and in 1737, lord mayor of London. He repreſented the city 
of London five ſucceſſive parliaments. In 1758, the infirmities of old age increaſing, he re- 
ſigned his alderman's gown; and ſoon afterwards retired from public buſineſs to his villa at 
Clapham in Surry, where he died in 1764, aged 79. | | 


A uw : ed 
—— 


„ Biographia Britannica, Art, Barnard, + Ibid, | 
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But among all his great qualities he had ſome blemiſhes, rather from his 
conſtitution, however, than his will or deſign, He was of a very warm tem- 
per, too ſoon wrought up to paſſion, and when under that operation, was often 
deprived of his judgment, and even of his uſual diſcernment. He was like- 
wiſe too perſevering and tenacious of his opinions, and when in the wrong, 
would ſhift and refine, and ſubtilize ſo much to ſave himſelf in his diſputing, 
that, in ſome inſtances, with thoſe who did not know him well, it created ſome 
unkind ſuſpicions of his ſincerity ; but all that, I am ſatisfied, was more owing 
to the narrowneſs of the company he kept, and the lead he always had in their 
converſations, which uſually begets impatience of contradiQion, and a love of 
diſputing for the ſake of victory, than to any fixed intention of impoſing upon 
or deceiving his audience. He had alſo that regard for the city of London, 
and the profeſſion of merchants, and that warmth for their intereſts, and in- 
deed for every perſon he undertook to ſerve, that on ſome occaſions, it has 
threw him into partialities for them that he himſelf might not perceive, tho” 
every body elſe did. He was not, perhaps, without his vanity too, and that 
might carry him into a defire of trying his {kill with fir Robert Walpole in 
thoſe matters in which he was thought to have no equal, and to be ſure, he had 
none, unleſs fir John Barnard was the man; I mean in the buſineſs of money 
and credit, and in this, it was that he chiefly affected and hurt fir Robert, 
though ſeldom with any real ſuperiority. ; 

There was one perſon more in the houſe of commons (fir J. Jekyl) I will 
mention here, though he was not in a ſet oppoſition to the miniſtry, and was 
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ſometimes with them, and never againſt them, from the motives the others 


were thought to have; I ſhould rather ſay the three firſt, yet as he moſt uſually 
differed in the houſe of commons from thoſe who were in power, and had 
much diſlike to fir Robert Walpole in many things, and bore no great reve- 
rence to his charaQer in general, and being alſo much known and talked of in 
the times of fir Robert's miniſtry, and being likewiſe of a very particular turn 
in his public and private actings, it may not be improper—but this hereafter. 
There were two other perſons, who in different ways contributed very much 
to the keeping up the fire of oppoſition to fir Robert Walpole's adminiſtration. 
The late lord Bolingbroke, and the lord Carteret, afterwards earl of Granville, 
But as I know not enough of them to be very particular in their characters, I ſhall 
only deſcribe them as they were generally ſpoken of. They were univerſally eſ- 
teemed of the greateſt genius for parts and knowledge of any men of the age; the 
latter 
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Period IV. latter thought to be the better ſcholar, and to have formed his eloquence more 


1727 to 1730. 
— —_— 


upon the ancients, and to have more of their ſpirit in it, than che former, but 
the firſt was far the better writer, and had been a very lively and able ſpeaker 
in both houſes of parliament. He was thought too to have more knowledge 
and ſkill in the affairs of Europe from his long experience abroad and inti- 
macy there with men of the firſt rank for buſineſs and capacity, But neither 
of them were thought to know enough of the real temper and conſtitution of 
their own country, altho' lord Bolingbroke: wrote much on that ſubjeQ, they 
were both of them of unbounded ſpirit and ambition, impatient of reſtraint, 
contemning the notion of equality with others in buſineſs, and even diſdaining 
to be any thing if not the firſt and higheſt in power. They were not famed 
for what is called perſonal courage, but in the condu of affairs were deemed 
bold if not raſh, and the lord Bolingbroke was of a temper to overturn king- 
doms to make way for himſelf and his talents to govern the world; whilſt the 
other in projecting the plans of his adminiſtration, thought much more of raiſing 
a great name to himſelf all over Europe, and having that continued by hiſto. 
rians to all poſterity, than of any preſent domeſtic popularity or renown what. 
ſoever. He thought conſulting the interior intereſts and diſpoſition of the 
people, the conduct of buſineſs in parliaments, and the methods of raiſing 
money for the execution even of his own deſigns, was a work below his appli- 
cations, and to be left as underparts of government to the care of inferior and 
ſubordinate underſtandings, in ſubſerviency however to his will and meaſures. 
But much of this perhaps was owing more to his never having been of the houſe 
of commons than even to the natural height of his ſpirit, altho* the laſt had 
but too well formed him for thoſe diſregards. They were both, I believe, 
very incorrupt as to money. It was not their aim to aggrandize themſelves 
that way. Lord Carteret was all glory, even to the enthuſiaſm of it, and that 
made him rather more ſcrupulous than the other in the means he uſed for his 
greatneſs. But lord Bolingbroke's was merely power, and to be the leader 
of it, without any other gratification but what the preſent enjoyment of it might 
give him, in a word they were both made rather for the ſplendor of great mo- 
narchies, than the ſober counſels of a free ſtate, whoſe liberty is its chief con- 
cern. Although upon the whole, lord Carteret ſeem'd much the better man, 
and a ſafer miniſter than the other. | 

With theſe talents and temper, it will not be wondered at, that they ſhould 
be enemies to fir Robert Walpole, and he to them. But his apprehenſions 


of 
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of what they might do againſt him, were not the ſame with regard to both, nor Period IV. 
of the ſame ſort with thoſe he had of the other perſons before-mentioned, be. 1727 1 55 
cauſe they were of the houſe of commons where he was, and where the chief Speaker 
ſcene of buſineſs lay, and if he got his affairs through that place, he was not er 
very ſolicitous as to what might happen in the houſe of lords, where the party 

againſt him was very ſmall, and a ſpeech or two from lord Carteret, and from 

two or three more, was all he had to fear. But his apprehenſions of hurt from 

lord Carteret lay another way. It was at court he feared him moſt, as the 

moſt likely perſon to ſupplant him with the king and queen, who diſliked lord 
Carteret leſs than any of the others who carried on this oppoſition, For he 

had very early in his life applied himſelf to the affairs of Germany and the 
northern courts, he had been a miniſter at one of them, and had made many 
connettions of acquaintance and intimacy with the perſons that came from that 

part of the world hither, and eſpecially with the Hanoverian miniſters (none of 

whom ever loved fir Robert Walpole) by whoſe means he had ſome com- 
munications with the queen, if not the king, and they at leaſt had no unfavour- 

able opinion of him; and when he did come into power, upon the removal of 

ſir Robert Walpole, had more of the king's favour and opinion than any of 

the other miniſters, partly for the reaſons before mentioned, but chiefly, that 

his politics made very much for the intereſts of Hanover, which he always la- 

boured to unite with thoſe of his country. 

But lord Bolingbroke did not moleſt fir Robert Walpole in this way. He 
had no hopes of coming into buſineſs and power, under the preſent king at 
leaſt, but by forcing his paſſage to it, and making, as he thought, even the 
| king's ſafety to depend upon it. He had by his almoſt weekly writings, in 

which he was very able, fo irritated and inflamed the nation (who eagerly read 

his inveQtives) againſt fir Robert Walpole and the meaſures of the govern- 

ment, in which he often perſonally involved the king and queen, that at ſome- 

times, there was too much reaſon to fear the rage he had wrought the body of 

the people up to, might have produced the moſt deſperate attempts. But he 

meant not that, I believe (whatever has been the ſuſpicion) but only to terrify 

the king into a change of his miniſtry, and for himſelf to be thereby reſtored 

to his honours, which would, as he always flattered himſelf, ſoon put him at 

the head of affairs. And ſeaſons there were in the courſe of this oppoſition, 

that if it had ſucceeded, might poſſibly have procured him a reſtitution of his 

| VOL, 11. PART 11. 4 D pecrage 
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fallen out fince, one may doubt even of that. 

There was beſides theſe two, another perſon of great rank, who came to 
have a confiderable ſhare in the deſign of ruining fir Robert Walpole, I 
mean the earl of Cheſterfield: he was eſteemed the wittieſt man of his time, 
and of a ſort, that has ſcarcely been known ſince the reign of king Charles the 
ſecond, and revived the memory of the great wits of that age, to the livelieſt 
of whom he was thought not to be unequal. He was beſides this, a very 
graceful ſpeaker in publick, had ſome knowledge of affairs, having been am- 
baſſador in Holland, and when he was engaged in debates, always took pains 
to be well informed of the ſubjeR, ſo that no man's ſpeaking, was ever more 
admired, or drew more audience to it, than his did, but chiefly from thoſe, 
who either reliſhed his wit, or were pleaſed with ſeeing the miniſtry expoſed 
by his talent of ridicule, and the bitterneſs of jeſt, he was ſo much maſter of, 
and never ſpared. And this made him ſo very terrible to the miniſters who 
were of the houſe of lords, that they dreading his wit upon them there, and 
his writings too, for he ſometimes, as it was thought, furniſhed the weekly 
paper of the oppoſition, with the moſt poignant pieces it had. 

Sir Robert Walpole continued in his fullneſs of power, till 1741, fortified 
as he believed, by his triumphant defeat of his principal oppoſers in their mo- 
tion for an addreſs to the king to remove him from his preſence and council: 
that ſucceſs rendered him too ſecure in his own mind, and it is faid, made 
him remiſs in his means to obtain the next parliament. But be that as it will, 
he could not ſupport himſelf in the new houſe of commons, at leaſt his beſt 
friends thought ſo, altho* he himſelf thought otherwiſe, and reproached them 
for it; and therefore after many attempts to ſave himſelf, but in vain, he 
yielded at laſt, altho' with much reluQance, reſigned his employments, and was 
made an earl with every private favour he deſired of the king. His retreat 
was entire from any concern in the buſineſs of government, but not from the 
following eſtimation of almoſt every man of thoſe that had ſurrounded him 
when in the height of his power. He lived but a very few years afterwards, 
and died, as I have been told, with great ſeeming compoſure of mind, even 
under excruciating pains from the ſtone. 

I will end this account of him with ſaying, that he was a wiſe and able mi- 
niſter, and the beſt man from the goodneſs of his heart, which was cha- 
| raQteriſtic 
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rakteriſtic in 1. to live with, and to live under, of any great man I ever Period IV. 


knew. | 1727 to 17 30. 
IM 8 
No. 2. Anecdote from Mr. Pelham, relating to a; Robert Walpole s danger * 


E told me, ſoon after fir Robert's death, mentioning ſeveral things of him, 
that lord Bolingbroke had by ſome German intrigues and influence, ſo 
wrought himſelf into the confidence and favour of the then late king (George 
the firſt) that had he lived to come back from Hanover, it was very probable, he 
would have made lord Bolingbroke his chief miniſter, and of which fir Robert 
was ſo ſenſible, that he intended, juſt before the king went abroad, to have 
obtained a peerage for himſelf, and reſigned his offices. But acquainting his 
great friend, the then duke of Devonſhire of it, he was ſtrongly averſe to it, 
and it was ſo ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by the princeſs, to whom the duke of De- 
vonſhire had imparted it, that he laid aſide his deſign, altho' againſt his judg- 
ment at that time. This ſhows the intereſt he had then with the princeſs, and 
will account for the early re-eſtabliſhment and increaſe of his power in the 
following reign, againſt the new king's firſt inclination and reſolution, which 
were certainly for Mr. Compton the ſpeaker, who had been long his treaſurer, 
and very near to him in all his councills. It went ſo far as to be almoſt a for- 
mal appointment; the king, for two or three days, directing every body to go 
to him upon buſineſs, and fir Robert, I know, did believe himſelf it would be 
ſo: but by the queen's management, all this was ſoon over-ruled, with a ſincere 
regard, I am perſwaded, to what ſhe believed to be moſt for the king's real 
ſervice, with perhaps at the ſame time a little vanity to have the perſon deemed 
the ableſt miniſter in parliament of that age, to be a dependant of her's, which 
the other was not, or much in her eſteem, 
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No. g. Sir Robert Walpole promiſes to ſpeaker Onſlow to propoſe the ſepara- 
tion of Hanover from Great Britain, but does not carry it into execution. 


Little while before fir Robert Walpole's fall, and as a popular act to ſave 

| himſelf (for he went very unwillingly out of his offices and power) he 
took me one day afide, and ſaid, What will you ſay, ſpeaker, if this hand of 

mine ſhall bring a meſſage from the king to the houſe of commons, declaring 

his conſent to having any of his family after his own Send, to be made by act 
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Period IV. of parliament, incapable of inheriting and enjoying the crown and poſleſſing 


1727 to 1730. 
— 


Walpole 


Papers. 
— 


C UID 


the eleCtoral dominions at the ſame time?“ My anſwer was, © Sir, it will be 
as a meſſage from heaven.” He replied, © It will be done; but it was not 
done, and I have good reaſon to believe, it would have been oppoſed and re- 
JeRed at that time, becauſe it came from him; and by the means of thoſe who 
had always been moſt clamorous for it. Thus perhaps the opportunity was 
loſt, When will it come again? It was ſaid that the prince at that juncture 
would have conſented to it, if he could have had the credit and popularity 
of the meaſure, and that ſome of his friends were to have mov'd it in parlia- 
ment, but that the deſign at St. JIames's prevented it. Notwithſtanding all 
this, I have had ſome thoughts that neither court ever really intended the thing 
itſelf; but that it came on, and went off, by a jealouſy of each other in it, and 


that both were equally pleaſed, that it did fo, from an equal fondneſs (very 
natural) for their own native country. 


LETTERS RELATING TO RIPPERDA. 
THE PRETENDER TO THE DUKE OF RIPPERDA. 


Congratulates him on his being appointed prime miniſter. —Hints at his own 
quarrel with his wife,—And the duplicity of en Alberoni. - Recom- 
mends the duke of Ormond to him. 


(De Rome ce 7 Decembre, 1725.) APRES tout ce que je ſcay de voſtre 
zEle et de voſtre amitie pour moy, vous ne deves pas douter de la ſatisfaction 
que j'ay de vous ſcavoir rappelle en eſpagne, ou vous ne pourrẽs manquer de 
recevoir du roy votre maiſtre ' toutes les marques de confiance et d'eſtime, 
que vos ſervices et voſtre mérite exigent, et où je me flatte que vous ne ſeres 
pas moins attentif a avancer mes intereſts que vous Vaves d&ja eſts, et je vous 
prie de vous entendre ſur ces matiè res avec le duc d'Ormonde, qui vous fera 
tenir cette lettre. 

e Vay charge de vous informer de ce qui vient d'arriver dans ma famille: 
la reine a eſte ſeduitte, mais j*Eſpere qu'à la fin elle reconnoiſtra le tort qu'elle 
a faite a ſoy meſme et a moy, il eſt en effet grand, car en cette occaſion on 
ne m'a pas meſme eſpargne ſur ma fermetẽ dans ma religion; mais la malice 
des mes ennemis eſt dans toute cette affaire ſi noir et ſi manifeſte quelle ne 


ſcauroit 
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ſcauroit que tourner contre eux meſmes ſans me nuire en facon quelconque, Period IV. 
-quoique fi Pavols ſuivi les advis du cardinal Alberony, jaurois donne dans le eee 
panneau et me ſerois ruinẽ à tout jamais, car ce cardinal a faite et continue de Ripperda. 
faire dans cette occaſion un perſonage tout autre que je n'aurois dii m'atten- 

dre et de l' idee que j*avois de luy, et des ſervices que j'ay tache de luy rendre. 

Je noſe entrer icy ſans chifre en d'autres matières, mais je vous prie de croire 

que j'ay toute la confiance immaginable dans voſtre amitie pour moy et une 

egale empreſſement a vous prouver la ſincerité de la mienne. 


Jacguzs R. 


WILLIAM STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Return. — Honourable reception, and inſolence of Ripperda. 


MY LORD, Madrid, December 17, 1725. 
HE duke of Ripperda arrived here ſix days ago, and had an audience of Walpole 
an hour and half the ſame night of their catholick majeſtys, who expreſs'd pie 

themſelves afterwards highly ſatisfied with him and his late conduct. He was Cap. 
the day following declared ſecretary of ſtate, without ſpecifying any province 
in particular, but as he has not appeared at. court ſince by reaſon of the gout, 
which has confined him to his bed from the firſt night of his arrival here, *tis 
not known as yet what authority will be put into his hands, tho' tis believed 
he will under the name of ſecretary exerciſe the function of firſt miniſter. 

He talks here with as much impertinence and inſolence as *tis poſſible for 
him to have done at Vienna; and fince his arrival their catholick majeſtys 
expreſs themſelves upon all occaſions with infinitely greater rage and inve- 
teracy againſt his majeſty and France than ever, and with greater attachment 
to the emperor, and I think I may ſafely aſſure your lordſhip of my having 
infallible proofs of the reſolutions being abſolutely taken of beginning a war 
in the ſpring, towards which all ſorts of preparations are making with all poſ- 
ſible diligence. This court is reſolved to uſe (tho' I hope *tis already too 
late) their utmoſt endeavours towards diſſuading the Dutch from acceeding 
to the treaty of Hanover, and for that purpoſe ſigniore Orendayn* diſpatched * Afterwards 
on the 11th inſtant (after a long conference in ſecret with the Dutch ambaſſa- * 
dor here) a courier to the Hague vith a letter to the grand penſionary, com- 
plaining of him as one entirely attached to England, and deſiring his being 
recalled. And I am aſſured that the reſolution is taken in caſe the Dutch will 
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Period IV. not accede to give them the aſſiento de Negros, with the annual ſhip, the 


4727 to 1730. 
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Walpole 
Papers. 


Copy. 


liberty of entering into the ports of the Eaſt Indies, and a large abatement of 
the preſent duties in 1 50 upon their ſpices, which at preſent amount almoſt 
to a prohibition. 

The abbe Mongon is in daily conferences with the king of Spain's con- 
feſſor, though I believe he has not advanced much in the affair of the recon. 
ciliation: he told me two days ago, that ſince the arrival of Ripperda, he looks 
upon the war as certain. 

The late duke of Ormond had an audience of their catholic majeltys the 
night before laſt of above an hour, the pretence of it was to give an account of 


the late quarrel betwixt the pretender and his wife, and to juſtify the pro- 
ceedings of the former upon that head. 


WILLIAM STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND, 


Ripperda exerciſes the power of prime miniſter under the name of ſecretary of 
ftate.—His wild and extravagant behaviour. —Conver ſations with him on the 


ſubjects of the Oftend commerce, Gibraltar, and the pretender.— His profeſ- 
ions of friendſhip and ſincerity. 


MY LORD, Madrid, Dec. 27, 1725. 


"PHE expeRation 1 wo been in for ſome time paſt of the arrival here of a 
meſſenger from Hanover, by whoſe return I might have occaſion of 
writing fully and freely to your lordſhip, made me defer from day to day 
diſpatching to you a domeſtick of my own, as being deſirous, if poſſible, to 
avoid ſo conſiderable an expence; but at preſent, that the return of the duke 
of Ripperda to this court, and his catholic majeſty's having put the whole of 
his authority into his hands, have opened ſuch a new ſcene of affairs here, as 
in my humble opinion, may be for his majeſty's ſervice to have your lordſhip 
ſpeedily informed of. I durſt not venture to defer any longer (for the ſake of 
good huſbandry) the diſpatching this my ſervant with the account of it. 

In my laſt letter to your lordſhip of the 19th, I had the honour to acquaint 
you with the favourable reception the duke of Ripperda had met withall 
from their catholic majeſtys, and with the appearance there was of his exer- 
ciſing the functions of firſt miniſter under the title of ſecretary of ſtate; but at 
preſent, I can aſſure your lordſhip, that what was then only probable, is now moſt 
certain, he having viſibly taken the entire government into his hands, and par- 
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ticularly what relates to foreign affairs (as your lordſhip will ſee by the in- Period IV. 
cloſed letter I received from him the other day) the like of which he has al- 773% 
ready ſent alſo the Dutch ambaſſador, and intends to do the ſame, in a few Ripperda. 
days, to all the foreign miniſters, In ſhort, my lord, he is to the full, as 
abſolute as the cardinal Aberoni ever was; and altho* he has not the title of 
firſt miniſter (which is a name the king of Spain has an averſion to, and could 
never be brought to beſtow, even upon the cardinal) he under that of ſecre- 
tary of ſtate, without any particular department, commands all the others, 
and the reſt of the Spaniſh monarchy. 

Were not the temper and character of this wild man, perfectly well known 
to your lordſhip, I could ſcarcely flatter myſelf with the hopes, that any cre- 
dit could be given to the following accounts of his extravagant and contra- 
dictory diſcourſes and behaviour, much leſs that any ſure inference could be 
drawn from thence of what may be expetted from him; and 1 muſt freely 
own, that altho' I am an eye witneſs of his tranſactions, and have had for 
theſe two days laſt paſt conferences with him of ſeveral hours alone, I am 
wholly unable to judge, whether his being thus put in authority, will be ad- 
vantageous, or otherwiſe to his majeſty's intereſts, and to the tranquillity of the 
reſt of Europe. I ſhall therefore content myſelf with barely relating to you 
his behaviour here, and what has paſſed between us. 

Immediately after his landing at Barcelona, all the officers of that garriſon 
went to wait upon him, to whom he gave an ample account of all his tranſ- 
actions at Vienna; adding, that the emperor had 150,000 men, ready to 
march at an hour's warning, and prince Eugene upon his taking leave, bid him 
aſſure the king of Spain, that in caſe of a war, he would have as many more 
in ſix months. He ſhewed the utmoſt contempt for France, and particularly 
for the perſon of monſieur le Duc and his government, telling them, that if 
the Hanoverian league ſhould dare to oppoſe themſelves to the deſigns of the 
emperor. and Spain, France would be pillaged on all fides, the king of Pruſſia, 

Whom he was pleaſed always to call by the name of the grand grenadier, 
would be driven out of his country by the emperor in one campaign, as his 
majeſty would be alſo in the ſame time out of his dominions in Germany, and 
out of his Engliſh ones by the pretender: he added, that the reconciliation 
between France and Spain, ſhould never be, whilſt he had any authority; and 
faid, he only wiſhed to live till that was brought about, as being aſſured he 
ſhould then die a very old man. Upon his arrival here, he talked publickly in 

the 
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the king's antichamber in the ſame ſtyle, excepting only, he never named his 
majeſty, neither directly nor indirectly. This inſolent behaviour of his here, 
together with the accounts I had received from your lordſhip, and others of his 
impertinent diſcourſes at Vienna, made me determine not to go near him, which 
reſolution I accordingly kept, till I received the abovementioned incloſed let- 
ter from him; altho* he had been declared ſecretary of ſtate ten days before. 
But then I thought I could not take upon myſelf, without orders, to refuſe 

to treat with a miniſter particularly named by the king of Spain for that pur- 
pole, eſpecially, ſeeing I had no other proof than that of hearſay to alledge of 
his having talked in the inſolent manner abovementioned at Barcelona: beſides, 
as I had known him intimately for theſe eight years, and had a right to talk to 
him with more freedom and plainneſs than any body elſe (for reaſons your 
lordſhip is acquainted withal) I hoped, conſidering his talkative temper, that 
ſome lights might be got in converſation with him, into what he was driving at. 
I therefore went to him upon the 24th ; who received me withall imaginable 
civility, and with the ſtrongeſt profeſſions of eſteem and particular friendſhip. 
In this our firſt conference, which laſted near two hours, after having talked 
over his tranſactions at the court of Vienna, he ſaid, that he was ſenſible that 
a great part of the world looked upon him as a madman and a traitor, and that 
I myſelf had alſo an ill opinion of him, but that as I was the oldeſt and moſt 
intimate acquaintance he had in Spain, and the perſon whoſe confidence and 
friendſhip he moſt earneſtly and ſincerely deſired to maintain and cultivate, he 
would open himſelf to me with the greateſt veracity, and without any reſerve, 
by ſhewing me his very ſoul, and the whole of all his views and tranſactions, and 
would confeſs to me what he would hide from all the world beſides, and even 
from his own confeſſor. He begun by ſaying, that he was and ever would be, a 
mortal and irreconcilable enemy to the French, and wiſhed God Almighty 
might never have mercy upon him, if ever he negleaed any opportunity 
of confounding that nation, or if ever he ſuffered, whilſt he had any credit here, 
a reconciliation between this court, and aſſured me, that their catholic majeſtys, 
were exatily in the ſame way of thinking, and that they had poſitively aſſured 
him ſeveral times, fince his coming hither, that they would never receed from 
their demand of monſieur le Duc's coming hither in perſon, adding, that tho” he 
ſhould comply (which they thought him vile enough to do) they would never 
enter into any friendſhip, treaties, or engagements with France; and tho' 
they then could not refuſe to let thoſe of that nation exerciſe their commerce 
| 7 here, 
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here, they ſhould meet with ſuch continual vexations in it, as ſhould by 4 Period IV. 
grees render it uſeleſs to them, but that however their catholic majeſtys, and a 727 2 
he himſelf were ſtedfaſtly reſolved not to begin a war againſt France, as look- Ripperda 
, perda. 
ing upon ſuch a feigned peace as leſs hazardous, and as effectual a way of 
ruining that nation, as any ſucceſs they could hope for in a war. This he aſ- 
ſured me with the moſt ſolemn oaths and imprecations, was the preſent ſenti- 
ments of their catholick majeſtys, and himſelf upon that head, and was what 
he ſtedfaſtly (and believed they were alſo) reſolved to continue in; that the ſyſ- 
tem he had lay d down to himſelf, and what he would go upon, was to preſerve 
the liberty and tranquillity of Europe. For which purpoſe he ſhould equally 
oppoſe the emperor's becoming too powerfull as that of France, but that he 
thought there was infinitely leſs danger to be apprehended from the former's 
being ſo, than from the latter's, and that therefore he would by all the means poſ- 
ſible, endeavour to eſtabliſh the moſt perfect union between Spain, England, and 
Holland, and a good correſpondence with the court of Vienna, and that for that 
purpoſe, he was deſirous and ready to enter into new engagements with his ma- 
jeſty and the Dutch, that ſhould not in any wiſe be repugnant to the late treaty 
of Hanover, which the king of Spain conſented might remain in its full force; as 
looking upon it as a defenſive alliance only, and conſequently not prejudi- 
cial to his intereſts or deſigns, ſince he was ſtedfaſtly reſolved not to be the 
aggre ſſor or attack any of his neighbours. 
As to the pretender, he ſaid, he muſt own his having talked both here and 
at Vienna in his favour, but that in his interiour he was as fincerely in his 
majeſty's intereſts and in that of his royal family as the beſt ſubjeQ he had, 
of which he would give the moſt eſſential proofs upon every occaſion that 
fhould preſent itſelf; that his talking in the manner he had done, proceeded 
from his opinion of making his court to their catholick majeſtys by ſo doing, 
but more eſpecially to appear zealous in his religion, which was much ſuſpeded 
in this country, and to avoid paſſing for an heretick, and falling into the hands 


of the inquiſition, who he was very ſure are very watchful over him, and as 
they looked upon him as a chriſtiano nuevo, would lay hold of any pretext for 
falling upon him, or at leaſt for aſperſing him and ruining him with his maſter. 
This was what he ſaid he would not nor durſt not ſay to his confeſſor, but cal- 
led God to witneſs in the moſt ſolemn manner of the exaQ ſincerity of what 
he thus affirmed. He deſired I would in confidence, and with the greateſt 
ſecrecy acquaint your lordſhip with this, and that you would pleaſe to do the 

VOL, 11. PART Il, 4E ſame 
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Period ry, {ſame to his majeſty, with the moſt ſolemn aſſurances of his unalterable reſo. 
1727 to 1730. lution of continuing in the ſame ſentiments with reſpect to his majeſty's in- 


tereſts and the proteſtant ſucceſſion, as your lordſhip knew he was formerly 
in upon thoſe ſubjects when he had the honour to be perſonally and intimately 
known to you in Holland. He alſo moſt poſitively aſſured me, that nothing 
had been concerted or even treated upon by his canat or to his knowledge 
betwixt the courts of Madrid and Vienna in favour of the pretender, and that 
be was fully perſuaded no enterprize was at preſent on foot or even projeted 
either by any prince or by the jacobites themſelves of that nature, and pro- 
teſted that whatever deſigns on that head ſhould come to his knowledge, be 
would not only dire & ly oppoſe them to the utmoſt of his power, but would 
immediately give me a moſt faithful and exact account of them. He po- 
ſitively affirmed there was no ſecret treaty or articles whatſoever entered. into 
betwixt this court and that of Vienna, and that the two ſhips {aid to be granted 
to the company of Oſtende is abſolutely falſe, tho! he owned that matter had 
been preſſed by the German miniſters with the utmoſt force, tho' conſtantly 
as poſitively rejected by him, and that no engagements were entered into for 
a marriage, nor any promiſe made of that nature, declaring he always looked 
upon the execution of any ſuch thing as impraQticable and impoſſible. 
As to the affair of Gibraltar, he ſaid it was the thing in the world that gave 
the greateſt pain from the extream deſire he had always obſerved in his catho- 
lick majeſty for the recovery of that place, but that he flattered himſelf how- 
ever with the hopes of being able in a ſhort time to accommodate that buſi. 
' neſs, In our converſation upon that head, I endeavoured to let him ſee the 
injuſtice of his catholick majeſty's pretenſions, and the wrong and directly op- 
poſite meaſures he had taken, and was purſuing for the obtaining what he de- 
fired. That he might be abſolutely aſſured that not only his majeſty but the na- 
tion would ever reje& with the higheſt indignation any propoſal made in that 
affair, that ſhould carry with it the leaſt appearance of threatning, and that al- 
though the parliament ſhould be inclined to hearken to any about that matter 
(which was certainly very farr from being the caſe at preſent) his majeſty's 
honour would not allow him to condeſcend to it, conſidering the haughty and 
imperious manner in which his catholick majeſty had made his demand. That 
he muſt not expett that his majeſty and his parliament would any longer ſuf- 
fer ſuch indignities, or patiently ſubmitt to all the prejudices to be appre- 
hended from a war with Spain, with their hands thus ty'd up from making 


them. 
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themſelves fuch amends as an open rupture would naturally afford, which was Period IV. 
the caſe at preſent from the entire ſtop thus put to our trade both here and in 1797 17 
the Indies, by the miſtruſt got amongſt our merchants through thoſe threaten= Ripperda. 
ing declarations; that it was therefore neceffary to come to a ſpeedy and 
thorough explication upon that head. 

He anſwered, that he entirely diſapproved of the ſteps hitherto taken in 
that affair, as being fenfible that ſuch menaces muſt draw on a rupture, and 
would therefore induce his maſter to recede from his late demand of that place 
for the month of January, and doubted not but with a little patience he ſhould 
amicably accommodate that affair. Upon which I defired he would tell me 
plainly what he propoſed to reduce the king of Spain to. He aſwered, that for 
the preſent all he could hope for was to prevail upon him to declare to me, that 
he no longer inſiſted upon his demand for the month of January, but muſt be 
contented to wait three or four months longer, and that afterwards (he Rip. 
perda, faid) I might be abſolutely aſſured he would by degrees lead his maſter 
to accommodate that matter entirely to his majeſty's fatisfaction. But upon my 
telling him that ſuch a declaration would be entirely ineffectual, as carrying 
ſtill with it an air of threatning, and not removing the diffidence abovemen- 
tioned in our merchants, and that therefore if his catholick majeſty ſincerely 
deſired to live in friendfhip and confidence with his majeſty, he muſt declare 
that the affair of Gibraltar ſhall never cauſe a rupture betwixt them, whether 
ever it be reftored or no, he beg'd I would put an entire confidence in 
him, and judge by his behaviour in this affair of the fincerity in every thing 
elſe: he added, that he would go immediately to their catholick majeſtys, and 
would employ to the utmoſt his whole credit with them for the procuring me 
an agreeable anſwer upon. this affair, which he would ore me the next 
day. 

Accordingly the next morning, I received a letter from him, excuſing his 
not being able to come to me by reaſon of his gout, and begging to ſee me at 
his houſe at fix o'clock. As ſoon as I got thither, he told me he had faithfully 
executed every thing he had promifed me, and even ventured his credit with 
their catholick majeſtys, in puſhing that affair farther than I could have ex- 
pefted from him. He ſaid he had not ſucceeded entirely to his ſatisfaction, 
deing afraid that it would not be altogether to mine, tho? as to himſelf, he was 
abſolutely affured of having entirely obviated any inconveniency from that 
matter for the future, He begun then by telling me what had paffed in his 
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Period IV. audience, which having, as he ſaid, laſted above two hours, ſolely upon this 
2727 to 1730. 
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aſſure me, that the king of Spain would certainly never break with his majeſty 
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affair, is too long to repeat. But the ſubſtance of it was, that the king of Spain 
had only ordered him to declare to me, that he would ſtill wait three months 
beyond that of January, the time laſt inſiſted upon for the reſtitution of that 
place, but that from himſelf, and in the greateſt confidence, he could poſitively 


upon the affair of Gibraltar. His reaſons for it were, that upon aſking the king 
of Spain what he would do in caſe Gibraltar was not returned within the three 
months laſt limited, he anſwered, that he would then give three more, and after 
that, three more, &c. and upon being ſtrongly preſſed to declare his inten- 
tions, in caſe of its never being reſtored at all, he, tho* with much repugnance 
and difficulty, brought him to promiſe poſitively not to break with his ma- 
jeſty upon that account, but at the ſame time, charged him (Ripperda) not to 
let me know any thing of What had thus paſſed between them, nor make any 
other declaration to me, than that of the three months; adding, that if his in- 
tentions were ance known in England, he ſhould afterwards deſpair of any 
ſucceſs. This Ripperda told me, I might, in the greateſt confidence, acquaint 
your lordſhip withall, and defired, at the ſame time, you would pleaſe to beg 
his majeſty would be affured of the truth of what he had advanced to me, 
and that he anſwered and engaged his life for the bringing the king of Spain, in 
a ſhort time, to conſent to the declaration propoſed by me as above. In ſhort, 
my lord, *tis abſolutely impoſſible in nature, for any one to make fairer pro- 
miſes, or ſtronger proteſtations of zeal and good will, but with what ſince- 
rity, ſeems doubtfull. Before I leave this buſineſs, I ſhould mention his hav- 
ing often repeated to me the emperor's declaration to him upon his leaving 
Vienna, viz. that in caſe the king of Spain deſired it, he would renew his in- 
ſtances, in the ſtrongeſt manner, to his majeſty for the reſtitution of Gibraltar, 
and if thoſe ſhould prove ineffectual, and his catholick majeſty thought fit to 
declare war upon that account, he, the emperor, would aſſiſt him in it, with his 
whole force. 

As to the affair of Oſtend, he ſaid he ſhou'd be glad to treat with me upon 
it, and did not doubt but we ſhould find ſome expedient for the accom. 
modating that matter to the ſatisfaction of his majeſty and the ſtates general. 
He told me, that the king of Spain had already, by his advice, offered to the 
Dutch his mediation betwixt them and the emperor, by a letter from fignior 
Orendayn, of the day before, to their ambaſſador here, of which the incloſed is a 


copy. 
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copy. He ſaid further, that the expedient he had fixed upon, and brought the 
emperor to agree to, was the limiting the Oſtend company to a certain ſmall 
number of ſhips, not to ſuffer them to make any eſtabliſhment or ſettlements 
in the Indies; to give to the Engliſh and Dutch, equal priviledges of entering 
into all Spaniſh ports in the Eaſt Indies with thoſe of the emperor's ſubjeRs, 
and laſtly, to lower the duties upon Dutch ſpices brought into Spain, with 
ſome other advantages to the Engliſh ! in their commerce here. 

I am afraid that the haſte I write in, will make this account of my converſa- 
tion with the duke of Ripperda appear very confuſed to your lordſhip, and 
that the length of this letter will have tired your patience. But as the preſent 
diſcourſes and proteſtations of this new miniſter are ſo diametrically oppoſite 
to all his former ones, I thought myſelf obliged to be more circumſtantial in 
relating them than I ſhould otherwiſe have needed to have been, tho' I have 
omitted ten thouſand things, that from the mouth of any other perſon in his 
ſtation would have deſerved taking particular notice of. The ſubſtance of his 
whole diſcourſes may be reduced to his moſt poſitive and ſolemn aſſurances of 
there being no treaty or promiſe of marriage for don Carlos with any of the 
arch-dutcheſſes for ſeparate and ſecret engagements, or articles entered into 
between the courts of Vienna and Madrid, of any kind whatſoever; his 
avowed inveterate and irreconcilable hatred to France, and moſt erneſt deſire 
and reſolution of cultivating the ſtrieſt union and friendſhip betwixt his ma- 
jeſty, the king of Spain, and ſtates general, without requiring any thing from 
his majeſty, inconſiſtent with his late engagements entered into by the treaty 
of Hanover, and bis ſtedfaſt reſolution of not beginning a warr; his poſitive 
declarations of never not only not countenancing or aſſiſting the pretender, 
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but of diſcovering to me whatever deſigns were carrying in his favour, that 


ſhall come to his knowledge, with the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of his accommodat- 
ing ſpeedily the affair of Gibraltar to his majeſty's ſatisfaction. = 
As to myſelf in particular, he profeſſes the ſtricteſt friendſhip and confidence, 
aſſuring me that he deſires to live in the greateſt intimacy with me, and that 
he will open to me his heart and all his ſecrets without any reſerve, and with 


more ſincerity and confidence than to any other man in the world beſides. He 


ſays he is ſenſible of his not having another friend in all Spain (which is moſt 
certainly true) and that conſequently ſhould he be engaged in a war, the diſ- 
appointments and oppoſitions that every one in employment would induſ- 
triouſly fling in the way of the execution and ſucceſs of every undertaking of 
his, 
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_—_ his, muſt infallibly make it miſcarry, and conſequently ſpeedily ruin him with 
— their catholick majeſtys, that therefore his only ſecurity muſt be to live in peace, 
. in hopes thereby to merit the favour and protection of the foreign powers, in 
order to ſupport himſelf againſt the powerful factions, which he is ſure will 
never ceaſe attacking him at home. I muft confeſs, my lord, that all theſe 
confidences and moſt ſolemn profeſſions (altho* they may deſerve ſome atten- 
tion) have not weight enough with me to make me depend upon the ſincerity of 
them, fo thorough and direct a change ſeems too fudden to be natural, nor can I 
reconcile what I thus hear him ſay to what I fee him do, it being moſt ap- 
parently evident that all imaginable preparations are carrying on with the utmoſt 
dihgence, and at a prodigious expence for the entring upon a war. They are 
not only fortifying all their frontier towns towards France, but even thoſe to- 
wards Portugal, together with Cadiz, where (as your lordſhip will ſee, by the 
encloſed letter from that conſul) Mari's ſquadron, confiſting of four men of 
war and two frigates, are ordered to be in readineſs to put to ſea in all the month 
of February. They are going to augment their troops, by adding five men 
more to each company, and have a large field train of artillery, together with all 
ſorts of warlike preparations, as magazines, tents, dc. getting ready with the 
utmoſt diligence; and in ſhort, my lord, I can truly aſſure you, that the queen's 
confeſſor, the marquis de Caſtelar, and all thoſe who are moſt in the queen's 
confidence, have poſitively aſſured Monteleon, that a war with England and 
France was abfolutely refolved upon. From all which, and from ſundry other 
moſt eredible informations of the like nature, I am led to believe that all thoſe 
fair ſpeeches and promiſes of Ripperda are deſigned purely to amuſe his ma- 
jeſty, in hopes thereby to make him ſuſpend for ſome months his ſea prepa= 
rations, in order to their getting home in fafety their galleons and flota, that 
are both expected at Cadiz by the end of June next, with an immenſe quantity 
of money, upon the reception of which all their poſſible means of carrying on 
a war entirely depends. Theſe conſiderations would lead me (if I durſt 
prefume to offer my fentiments in ſuch matters) humbly to propoſe to his ma- 
jeſty's confideration, whether it might not be adviſeable to take advantage of 
their preſent fears for their ſaid galleons and flota, by vigorouſly inſiſting, both 
in his majeſty's and the king of France's name, upon an immediate and 
thorough explanation from his catholick majeſty, of his intentions as to peace 
or war, in order to the quieting the minds of their ſubjects, and freeing 
them from the extreme detriment cauſed to their trade by being thus kept 
| in 
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Whilſt I am now writing, Mr. Stalpart is come to me, ſent from the abbe Ripperda. 
de Montgon to acquaint me with his having been informed by a good hand, 
that a courier has been diſpatched this evening from this court to that of Paris, 
with the propoſals of an accommodation between them, on condition that the 
court of France enters immediately into a defenſive and an offenſive alliance, 
in order to the carrying on a religious warr in Germany. The ſaid abbe ſays, 
he is purſuaded of the truth of this account, tho” he is equally of this propo- 
ſal's being made expreſely and ſolely with the view of raiſing jealouſies betwixt 
his majeſty and France, which was the reaſon of his thus acquainting me with 
it, for fear it ſhould come to my knowledge by other means, and conſequently 
make me ſuſpett his having entered into that affair: he added, that he was 
fully convinc'd of this court's being determined not to be reconciled with that 
of France, and that therefore whatever propoſals they ſhould make, could be 
deſigned at beſt only to amuſe and gain time. 

It has not been poſſible for me to come at the diſcovery of the iter 
of any deſign carrying on either by this court or the jacobites here in favour 
of the pretender, and I am entirely perſuaded, that nothing of that nature has 
as yet come to the knowledge of the Ruſſian miniſter here, by means of whoſe 
ſecretary, I cannot fail of being acquainted with every thing that paſſes through 
his hands. I intend in a day or two to put the fancerity of the duke de Rip- 
perda's profeſſions to a tryall, by inſiſting wich him upon the immediate recall 
of Pozobueno, and of the replacing him by Monteleon or marquis Maxi. 


THE EMPEROR TO THE DUKE OF RIPPERDA. 


Congratulates him on being appointed ſecretary of ſiate, 


(De Vienne ce 29 Janvier, 1726. ) DON Charles par la Clemence divine Walpole 
empereur des Romains, toujours auguſte, roy d' Allemagne, de Caſtille, de FR, 
Leon, d' Arragon, des deux Siciles, de Jeruſalem, de Boheme, Hongrie, Dal- = rapes, 
matie, Croacie et des Indes, archiduc d'Autriche, duc de Bourgogne, de Spanish. 
Milan, et de Brabant, comte de Flandres, &c. ” 

Illuſtriſſime duc Ripperda, couſin. Par votre lettre du 26 Decembre 
dernier, vous me faites part de la confiance et diſtinction que le ſereniſſime 
ſeigneur roy d' Eſpagne mon bon frere et couſin a faite de votre perſonne, en 
vous 
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vous avancant a la ſecretairerie d'eſtat, et de la depeche avec Iexpedition 
des maticres eſtrangeres, et comprennant dans les circonſtances d'une fi ſage 
election le juſte motif d'icelle à cauſe de vos merites et des Epreuves de votre 
zele et fidelite. Aprés avoir regeu dans mon eſprit royal vos expreſſions, je 
viens à vous declarer ma reconnoiſſance pour icelles, et pour votre ſort, en 
vous aſlurant de ma bienveillance et royal penchant à tout ce qui peut eſtre 
pour v0tre conſolation: et parce que ma volontẽ et eſprit royal ſont portẽs 
(par les liens eſtroits de parentage et amitiẽ avec le dit ſeigneur roy mon bon 
frere) a fa plus grande gloire, ſeureté et ſatisfaction, J'accepte avec toute 
complaiſance Pavis que vous me donnez de fa royale reſolution d'arrenger 
ſes finances et l'eſtat de ſa marine; agreant pareillement les demonſtrations 
avec les quelles ſon ſouvenir royal juſtifie par tout, ſa fermeté et conſtance 
dans le ſoũtien des communs interèts: ſur le quel ſujet vous entendrez plus 
au long ce qui ſe paſſe par mon chancellier de cour comte de Sinzendorf, et ne 
pouvant douter que votre entendement, et connoiſſance ne s exercent toujours 
dans le louable propos de la paix, et dans le cours des communs avantages, je 
veux vous renouveller l'aſſeurance de mon ſouvenir cëſarien et de ſes effets 
en ce qui pourra eſtre doreſenavant pour votre ſatisfaction. 
Mor ILE Rov. 


In the empe · Encore une fois je me felicite de võtre heureuſe arrivẽe, puiſque je ſuis ſeur, 


que ce ſera pour le plus grand ſervice du roy votre maitre, et pour toujours 
augmenter Punion des interets des deux couronness Et comme il ne ſe 
paſſe aujourd'huy rien de particulier outre ce que vous apprendrez par mon 
chancellier de cour, je me ſuis ſervi d'une autre main; ſouhaitant de continuer 
cette correſpondance dans la ſuite, et vous aſſurant de mon affeQion et con- 
fiance en votre perſonne. 


WILLIAM STANHOPE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


Ripperda mentions the purport of the ſecret articles in the treaty of Vienna. 
MY LORD, | - Madrid, February 4th, 1726, N. S. 
WO poſts being yet wanting here from England, I am ſtill without any 
commands from your grace or lord Townſhend. The ſecond (hitherto 
ſecret) treaty betwixt the emperor and the king of Spain, will, as the duke de 
Ripperda told me two days ago, ſoon be made publick. It conſiſts, ac- 
cording 
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cording to his repreſentation of it to me, of three particular articles, beſides Period IV. 
the general one of a perpetual alliance defenſive and offenſive, viz. 1. An 3 
engagement on the part of Spain to ſupport and maintain the company of O. Ripperda. 
tende. 2. An engagement on the part of the emperor (as an equivalent for 
the former) to procure Gibraltar for the king of Spain, by good offices if poſ- 

_ fible, but if they prove ineffeQuall, by open force. g. The adjuſtment of the 
ſuccours to be reciprocally furniſhed in caſe of a war, viz. on the part of the 
emperor thirty thouſand men to be actually ſent by him into Spain. On the 
part of Spain, money to be ſent for the payment of the like number of troops 
whereſoever the emperor ſhould think fitt to employ them. This treaty was 

concluded ſoon after the firſt, but thought not proper to be divulged *till it 
became neceſſary in order to frighten the Dutch from acceeding to the treaty 
of Hannover. 


THE PRETENDER TO THE DUKE OF RIPPERDA. 
Requeſts him to conſult the duke of Ormond, —Decries cardinal Alberoni. 


(De Rome ce 9 Fevrier, 1726.) MON couſin. J'ai appris avec d'au- Walpole 
tant plus de ſatisfaction les marques diſtinguees de confiance dont le roy ca- Papers. 
tholique vous a honore depuis votre retour en Eſpagne, que voſtre amitiè pour Copy. 
moy, dont je ſuis bien informẽ, m' engage à m'interreſſer particulierement a 
vos advantages preſentes, et a les regarder meſme comme les miennes propres. 

Je vous prie d' eſcouter le duc d' Ormonde ſur des matieres dont il ne convient 
pas d'eſcrire hors de cyfre, et d'avoir pour luy une confiance entière ſur tout 
ce qui me regarde, ce qu'il vous aura appris par rapport à la reine, et ce que 
Jay eſte oblige d'en eſcrire moy meſme au roy catholique me diſpenſera de 
vous en entretenir icy longuement. J'Eſpere que les bons conſeils de leur ma- 
jeſtẽs catholiques contribueront a la rammener a ſon devoir, et la detacheront 
de ceux qui ne cherchent qu'a nous perdre l'un et l'autre, et ſi j*avois ſuivie 
les conceils du cardinal Alberony, ils n'auroient que trop reuſſi; Jay eſte ne- 
ceſſitẽ d'eſcrire fortement contre ce cardinal au roy, mais j*aurois crii manquer 
a luy auſſi bien qu'a moy fi je n'avois parle clairement ſur ſon ſujet. Con- 
tinue moy je vous prie voſtre amitie dans la quelle jay la plus grande con- 
fiance, et ſoyẽs perſuade de la fincerite de la mienne et de ma parfaitte gra- 
titude. Voſtre affeQtione couſin, | 


Jacgues R. 


SOL. 1. FART 1h, | | | WILLIAM 
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WILLIAM STANHOPE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE, 


Ripperda's promiſes. 
MY LORD, Madrid, February 11, 1726, N. S, 

LTHO! the domeſtick I diſpatched to your grace upon the 27th of 
December laſt, returned hither three days ago with the letters you did me 
the honour to write to me by him upon the 1gth of January, O. S. I muſt beg 
leave to defer for a few days, or *till the next poſt (in caſe I have nothing 
worth diſpatching an expreſs withall ſooner) giving your grace an account of 
the ſucceſs I have met withall in the execution of the orders brought me by 
bim; the duke de Ripperda having demanded three or four days time to con- 
ſider upon what I had repreſented to him in conſequence of the ſaid orders, 


after which he promiſed I ſhould receive his catholick majeſty's ſentiments and 


determination thereupon. In the mean time, I thought proper to acquaint 
your grace, that the ſaid miniſter continues to expreſs himſelf to me exattly in 
the ſame terms as formerly, and as a proof of his ſincerity, aſſures me, that he 
has taken the advantage of their catholick majeſtys' reſentment againſt the pre- 
tender, upon his late ill uſage of his wife, to perſwade them to take away his 
penſion, which is actually done; and as he poſitively promiſes, ſhall never be 
renewed. He ſays he will ſpeedily do the ſame thing with thoſe of the duke 
of Ormond and the reſt of the Jacobites here. He tells me alſo, that the king 
of Spain has actually conſented to the recal of Pozo-Bueno; and that another 
will be appointed to ſucceed him ſpeedily, and hopes it may be Monteleon, tho“ 
their catholick majeſtys are more difpoſed to ſend him to Turin. 

All other matters remain here exaAly in the ſame ſituation as when J had the 
honour to write laſt to your grace, excepting only that the duke de Ripperda's 
authority increaſes daily: he has lately taken the marine affairs into his own 
hands, by annexing that office to his' own, and ſeems at preſent to turn his 
utmoſt application towards the getting together a fleet for the ſummer, for 
which purpoſe he has made ſeveral contrafts for the buying up of ſhips in 
Italy and in the north, and, as I am credibly informed, has ſent to St. Ander 
to offer money for the Muſcovite ones at preſent in that port. 


THE. 
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THE EMPEROR TO THE DUKE OF RIPPERDA.*. 


Commends his zeal and good ſervices. 
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Period IV. quelle je conſerveray tres ſincerement par inclination et par tous ces liens fi 
1727 to 1730. f . . . ao. 2 | . | f 
8 "Etroits qui nous uniſſent; vous reiterant mon affeQion, et la confiance que je 
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mets en v0tre perſonne, et mon bon ſouvenir en ce qui pourra vous donner 
la buy grande ſatisfaction. 


Moi LE Rox. 


WILLIAM STANHOPE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


Confirms the account given by Ripperda by the teſtimony of the Dutch embaſſa- 
dor.—Condu# of, and intelligence from Ripperda. 


MY LORD, Madrid, March 25, 1726. N. S. 


J Received together by the laſt poſt the honour of two letters from your 
grace, one of the 17th February, and the other of the 22d O. S. I am 
extreamly obliged to your grace for having been pleaſed to communicate to me 
in the firſt of them the late addreſſes of the two houſes of parliament, and I 
doubt not but the concern which the nation ſhews for his majeſty's honour, 
and their vigorous declarations of exerting themſelves to the utmoſt in pro- 
teQing and defending the German dominions, in caſe of any inſult or attack, 
will effectually ſnew to the world the folly of thoſe who may have vainly flat- 
tered themſelves with the hopes of ſo wiſe and gratefull a nation's being ca- 
pable of not looking upon the honour and intereſts of the beſt of kings as in- 
ſeparable from their own. It was with the greateſt ſatisfaction that I learnt 
by your grace's ſaid letter, that mine of the 4th of February had in ſome ſort 
contributed to the ſucceſs of the aforeſaid reſolutions, and had I foreſeen that 
ſuch a uſe would have been made of it, I ſhould have taken care to have 
{ſtrengthened my aſſertions with the concurring teſtimony of the Dutch am- 
baſſador here, who the ſame day writ the very ſame things to monſieur Fagell, 
as your grace will ſee by the incloſed letter, which I received from him 
yeſterday. 

Upon obſerving that the laſt Dutch gazete had 3 an account of what 
had paſs'd in the houſe of lords in relation to my ſaid letter, I immediately 
took the pretext of an affair lately happened in the commerce at Barcelona, 
of ſeeing the duke de Ripperda, whom I found a little diſſatisfyed at publiſh- 
ing in the gazets matters of ſuch confidence, which, as he pretended, he had 
communicated to me in confidence, tho' without pretending that I had in the 
leaſt miſrepreſented what had paſs'd between us, excepting only that the 30,000 
men 
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men to be ſent hither by the emperor, were mentioned in the ſaid gazette to be 
deſigned expreſsly for the taking of Gibraltar, whereas he only ſaid, they were 
to aſſiſt the king of Spain in general, which I owned to be true and agreeable 
to what I had the honour to write to your grace, and that conſequently the 
other aſſertion muſt have been a miſtake in the prints. I ſhall not fail to ex- 
ecute his majeſtie's commands, ſignified to me in your grace's letter in cypher 
of the 22d paſt, O. S. WO. 

Matters here are in the greateſt confuſion, nor is it poſſible for me, at leaſt, to 
form any judgement upon the intentions of this court as to peace or war. On the 
one hand, it is not only moſt certain, but notorious to all the world, that the 
. emperor's ambaſſador here is highly diſſatisfyed with the duke de Ripperda, 
and complains publickly of his having deceived the court of Vienna in not 
furniſhing the money promiſed by him, who excuſes himſelf upon the impoſſi- 
bility of doing it in the preſent bad ſtate of his catholick majeſty's revenues, 
of which he yeſterday gave the moſt convincing proof, by putting a total ſtop 


to all payments whatſoever (the ſame thing as ſhutting up the exchequer with 


us) which has put the whole nation, particularly the moneyed men, to whom 
large ſums are owing, into the greateſt conſternation and deſpair imaginable. 
It is alſo certain, that the king is extremely agitated and uneaſy, and has dayly 
diſputes and quarrels with the queen, who does nothing but cry from morn- 
ing till night. On the other hand, orders are given for the forming a 
camp with all expedition of 12,000 men, betwixt Siguenza and Soria, 30 
leagues from Madrid, and about as much from Pampeluna, Fontarabia, 
and St. Sebaſtian, and not much more from the neareſt parts of Catalonia, 
which gives reaſon to believe, that thoſe troops are thus placed to march to 
either of the frontiers upon any motion on the part of France. 

Great magazins are alſo making in the ſaid places, and a large train of ar- 
tillery of go pieces of cannon is ordered immediately from Barcelona, which 
I believe is, by this time, upon its march: how to reconcile ſuch an expence 
to the preſent want of money, is the great difficulty, eſpecially to Ripperda's 
having but two days ſince, moſt ſolemnly proteſted to me, that he was in no 
want of money, but gave out his being ſo, purely to oblige thereby the em- 
peror not to think upon entering upon a war. The late duke of Ormond 1s 
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Ripper da. 


as aſſiduous as ever at court, tho' I don't find that any of his projects have been 


as yet hearkened to, much leſs approved of; and Ripperda told me the other 
| day, 
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one. V. day, that to remove all jealouſies upon his account, in caſe I inſiſted upon it in 
* . majeſty's name, he would immediately make him quit Spain. 
The three Muſcovite ſhips are, I believe, already failed from St. Andero. 


WILLIAM STANHOPE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


— and weak conduct of the duke of Ripperda.— Situation and views of 
the NIN court. 0 


MY LORD, Madrid, April 11, 1726, N. 8. 
Harrington "P*HE meſſenger, Gordon, arrived here upon the 4th inſtant, at night, with 
ee your grace's diſpatches to me of the 7th of the laſt month, O. S. and as 
Draught, you was pleaſed to direct me to ſend him back again with all poſſible expedi- 
tion, I have not kept him longer with me than was abſolutely neceflary for put- 
ting in execution the orders I received by him from your grace. 

I wiſh, my lord, tho' I dare not promiſe it, that the accounts I am going to 
give your grace of the ſituation of affairs here, and of the diſpoſitions of this 
court as they appear to me to be at preſent, may anſwer your expeQation, by 
clearing up in ſome meaſure the uncertainty of how farr the parties to the 
treaty of Vienna, and particularly Spain, will venture to put their deſigns 
againſt his majeſty in execution. For altho' I flatter myſelf with the hopes 
of being able to form a pretty ſure judgement of the preſent diſpoſitions of 
this court, I have almoſt as little certainty from thence of what they will be 
a fortnight hence, as I have of knowing what the wind will then be, from 
ſeeing how it is at preſent. This uncertainty proceeds, my lord, from having 
a miniſter at the head of affairs here, upon whoſe veracity no ſort of dependance 

| can be had, and what is ſtill worſe, who atts upon no fixt ſcheme, but entangled 
ZE . | in the raſh engagements he has entered into, which he finds himſelf impoſſible 
| to fulfill (from the diſappointments his vain hopes have met withall at home, 
| and in moſt of the courts of Europe) a | perdu la tramontane et vit au jour ia 
| Journee. 

But the better to explain what I have thus advanced, as alſo to Arengthen 
the probability of my not being deceived in the judgement I am going to lay 
before you, of the preſent diſpoſitions of this court, it is neceſſary for me to 
| give your grace a ſhort account of the conduct and Gſcourſes of the duke of 
i | Riperda, ever ſince his return from Vienna. 


Your 
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Your grace will have obſerved from my former letters the inſupportable in- Period IV. 
1727 to 1730. 
— — 


ſolence that appeared in all his diſcourſes upon his firſt entrance into the mi- 


niſtry, with what extravagance he extolled the irreſiſtable force of the emperor, Ripperda. 


and the inexhauſtible riches of the king of Spain, which joy ned, were not only 
capable of counterbalancing the reſt of the powers of Europe, but able to 
chaſtiſe thoſe who ſhould have the boldneſs to diſpute receiving the law from 
them; the pretender was to be ſent into England, and his majeſty and the king 
of Pruſſia driven out of their dominions in Germany in one campaign, &c. 
Such were his conſtant diſcourſes then, and as I believe, his real ideas. In- 
toxicated with his new honours, and the abſolute authority he found himſelf 
inveſted with, he flattered himſelf with aſſurances of the king of Poland's and 
czarina's acceſſion to the treaty of Vienna, as alſo that the preſent weakneſs, 
as he was pleaſed to call it, of the French government, and diviſion among 
the miniſters, would effectually prevent that crown's coming to any vigorous 
reſolutions, and that the parliament of England would never approve of a warr 
with Spain, nor the Dutch venture to accede to the treaty of Hanover, and that 
he himſelf by his ſuperior abilities and power, ſhould eafily find the means of 


drawing from the Spaniards whatever ſums of money he ſhould either want or 


deſire. Theſe notions in a weak head, naturally inſolent and enterprifing, 
encouraged him to write that haughty letter of the 23d January, to the ſtates 
general, as alſo to make that indiſcreet diſcovery of the articles of the ſecret 
treaty mentioned in my letter of the 4th of February, vainly hoping by ſuch 
ill judged bravados, of which he moſt heartily repents at preſent, to frighten 
his majeſty and the Dutch from purſuing the meafures they were entring 
into. 

This, my lord, I am perſuaded, is a juſt repreſentation of the way of think- 
ing and acting of that miniſter, at, and for ſome months after his arrival here, 
from which it ſeems evident, that his intentions and refolutions then were to 

oblige by force the reſt of the powers of Europe to ſubmitt to whatever laws 
the emperor and king of Spain ſhould think fit to preſcribe to them. But at 
preſent, that matters both abroad and at home, appear to him with a quite dif- 
ferent face, that he has loſt all hopes from Poland, and that thoſe from the 
czarina are become at leaſt doubtfull, and that the parliament has ſhewn 
the greateſt unanimity and vigour for the ſupporting his majeſty's meaſures, 
and the French ſerioufly diſpoſed to enter upon a warr, and not only the 


Dutch, but ſeveral others of the moſt confiderable powers of Europe, upon 
the 
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the point of acceding to the treaty of Hanover, and what is yet ſtill more 
mortifying to him, that he finds himſelf (from the ruined condition of his ca- 
tholick majeſty's revenues, and the total ſtop put to all publick credit from 
the diſtruſt he is in with all mankind) abſolutely impoſſibilitted not only to 
furniſh the ſupplies ſtipulated for the emperor, but even to carry on the cur- 


rent ſervice in the time of peace, without the aſſiſtance expected from the flota 


and galeons, which in caſe of a warr run the riſque of falling into other hands. 
He has not only entirely changed his way of talking but of thinking alſo, and 
is now become as abjectly fearfull, as he was before imperiouſly intrepid, and 


would undoubtedly embrace any poſſible expedient for the preventing or put- 


ting off a war for the preſent. But to find that expedient hoc opus hic labor eſt, 
which will eaſily be explained by conſidering the ſituation he is in: as that he 
has for inveterate enemies not only all the other miniſters, but the whole Spaniſh 
nation, to whom he has rendered himſelf odious beyond imagination, and that 
he is by no means agreeable to the king himſelf; that his only ſupport and pro- 
tection is the queen's favour, which having got by flattering her with the hopes 
and aſſurances of obtaining an archdutcheſs for her ſon, he is ſenſible he muſt 
entirely looſe, and conſequently his whole fortune upon the leaſt ſtep he ſhould 
take towards weakening thoſe hopes, which muſt evidently follow from any 
handle given to the emperor for being diſſatisfied with this court. 
Theſe conſiderations do, and I am perſuaded will hinder the duke de Ri- 
perda from openly oppoſing himſelf to the emperor's views and deſigns, and 
will lead him to engage his maſter in a war (in caſe the emperor requires it) 
however ruinous to Spain, and contrary to his own ſentiments and inclinations; 
nor is there much to be expected from the king of Spain himſelf. For altho' 
he ſeems ſenſible of the inconveniences falling upon him from the engagements 
he has entered into, and would probably gladly extricate himſelf from them, yet 


the queen's abſolute aſcendant over him, and more particularly how that ſhe 


is with child, leaves but little room to hope for his coming to any reſolution 
contrary to her inclinations; from all which, I conclude, my lord, that this 
court is extremely averſe to the entring upon a war at preſent, but that in 


caſe the emperor begins one or draws one upon him, their catholick majeſties 


feront cauſe commune avec luy. 

I ſhall now proceed to acquaint your grace with what has paſſed hoe upon. 
the execution of the orders contained i in your letter to me of the 7th paſt, O. S. 
which with ſome other circumſtances, that 1 ſhall have the honour to lay be- 

fore 
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fore you, will, I hope, help to juſtifie what I have already advanced, and al- Period IV. 


moſt demonſtrate, that nothing but a total improbability of ſucceeding in a war 


1727 to 1730. 
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in the preſent circumſtances, will induce this court and that of Vienna to come Ripperda. | 


even to a feigned peace with his majeſty, for the gaining of time, and that as 
ſoon as ever a more favourable conjunQture offers, they will not balance, to 
put in execution their projects and engagements in favour of the pre- 
tender, &c. = 

Upon the 7th inſtant, I made to his catholick majeſty, in an audience I had 
for that purpoſe, the declaration ordered me by your grace in your ſaid letter, 
conforming myſelf as exactly as was poſſible to the very expreſſion you was 
pleaſed to preſcribe, which he heard with ſome little emotion; but replyed, 
that his engagements with the emperor did not hinder him from deſiring his 
majeſty's friendſhip, which he would always endeavour to preſerve. To which 
I replyed, that I was aſſured the king (our maſter) had always ſincerely de- 
ſired to live in perfect friendſhip with his majeſty, of which he hoped he had 
given the moſt eſſential proofs, but that he could not but be very much ſur. 
priſed and concerned at the declaration made by the duke de Riperda to the 
Dutch ambaſſador and myſelf, of an offenſive alliance between his majeſty and 
the emperor, &c. This I repeated to try if it was poſſible to get his catholick 
majeſty either to own or deny directly the ſaid offenſive alliance or the articles 
of it, as declared by Riperda only, but to no purpoſe, © his catholick majeſty 
always anſwering with general aſſurances of friendſhip for the king, and deſire 
of living in peace with him, notwithſtanding his engagements to the emperor, 
from whom, he ſaid, he would not ſeparate himſelf;“ upon which, I retired, 
as not being willing to enter into any further diſcourſe, having had your grace's 
order not to make any other declaration to the king of Spain, than the above- 
mentioned one. — 

In my diſcourſes afterwards with the duke de Riperda (no other miniſter 
being at preſent in any ſort let into the management or knowledge of affairs) 
I made uſe of all the arguments, your grace had furniſhed me withall, to ſhew 
the juſt grounds his majeſty had to be highly diſſatisfied with, and reſent the 
affront and injuries offered to him and his ſubjeQs by the ſaid ſecret offenſive 
alliance, which he might be aſſured, neither the king nor the nation was diſ- 
poſed nor neceſſitated to ſubmitt to; all which he heard with the greateſt pa- 
tience, conſtantly anſwering in the mildeſt manner imaginable. The ſubſtance 
of what he ſaid, may be reduced to—that the ſecret alliance complained of, was 
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not deſigned to diſturb the peace of Europe, which he pretended to prove by 
ſhewing, that the emperor and king of Spain were diſpoſed and fincerely de- 
firous to obviate the umbrage taken at the two articles of Oſtend and Gibral- 
tar, by offering ſuch expedients, and conſenting to ſuch conditions as could not 
fail giving entire ſatisfaction to his majeſty and the Dutch, provided a negotia- 


tion could be ſet on foot for that purpoſe either at Madrid, London, or the 


Hague; that altho' the ſaid alliance bore the name of offenſive (as he could 
not but own he ſaid it did) yet it was in its nature chiefly defenſive, the real in- 
tention of it not being otherwiſe; for that altho* the emperor engages to joyn 
with the king of Spain for procuring him Gibraltar from his majeſty, tis ex- 
prefſed in the treaty amicabiliter ſi fieri poteſt. 

Upon which the Dutch ambaſſador (who was alſo preſent) and I aſked him, 
if he had not often repeated to us both the ſeveral articles of the ſaid ſecret of- 
fenſive alliance, in the manner he afterwards found them mentioned in the Hol- 
land's gazette, he owned he had, and that what he had told us was true, which 
I am perſuaded (from his confuſion and repugnance) he would not have done, 
had he made the diſcovery to one of us only. As to the ſecret offenſive 


alliance, there is not one foreign miniſter here, to whom he has not de- 


clared it ſeveral times, tho* only to the Dutch ambaſſador and me any of its 
articles. | 

Riperda, after running over all the arguments formerly made uſe of by him, 
for entring into a negociation upon the affair of Oftend and Gibraltar, to no 


' Purpoſe, told us he had orders from his catholick majeſty to propoſe a general 


congreſs, and that we would immediately write to know the ſentiments of our 
courts thereupon. We replyed, that we could not ſee the purpoſe of ſuch a pro- 
poſal, unleſs it was the gaining of time, for that he might be aſſured our maſters. 
would never ſuffer either the affair of Gibraltar or that of the Oſtend company 
to be debated upon there, and that thoſe points once adjuſted, we did not fee 
what remained to be regulated. He anſwered, many, as the giving freſh force 
to the preventions taken for hindring the uniting in the ſame perſon the crowns 
of France and Spain, by making new renunciations, &c. as alſo for effectually 
preventing the like union of the Auſtrian dominions with thoſe of the Spaniſh 
monarchy, by the moſt authentick renunciations: I mention this anſwer only 
for the fake of the laſt clauſe, which ſeems to imply a marriage concerted for 

don Carlos with an arch-dutcheſs. 
But to return to the affair of Gibraltar and Oftend, the whole purport of 
what 
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what he ſaid upon them, was the repeating to us, that nothing could ever re- Period IV. 
duce the emperor to revoke his patent given to the Oſtend company, nor the aa natal gba 
king of Spain not to inſiſt upon the reſtitution of Gibraltar, and that any in- Ripperda, 
ſult or injury done to either of thoſe princes, would be looked upon by the 
other as done to himſelf, and equally reſented. He owned, however, that in 
his particular, he looked upon the propoſal of removing the Oſtend company 
to Trieſte, &c. as reaſonable, and what the emperor might be ſatisfyed with; 
and that his catholick majeſty would be glad to find the emperor of the ſame 
opinion, and had defired count Konigſeck to propoſe it at Vienna, and let him 
know as ſoon as poſſible his maſter's ſentiments thereupon. To which we re- 
plyed, that ſince his catholick majeſty found that propoſal reaſonable, we 
hoped, in caſe the emperor ſhould rejełt it, his catholick majeſty would not 
think himſelf any longer obliged to engage in a war upon account of that com- 
pany, he having done all that in juſtice could be required from him, in ob- 
taining ſuch terms for his ally, as in reaſon he ought to be ſatisfyed withall. He 
anſwered, that whatever his catholick majeſty's ſentiments and reſolutions 
were, he could not make ſuch a declaration, without firſt conſulting the 
emperor. 

This court's thus readily coming into, and highly approving of an expedient, 
which in itſelf is really no more than what was never diſputed to the emperor, 
ſhews plainly their deſign by it, of gaining time upon the pretext of waiting 
for the opinion of the court of Vienna thereupon. 

Altho' what I had the honour to affirm in the beginning of this letter, of 
Riperda's ſincere deſire of accommodating matters for the preſent, and that 
he would for that purpoſe contribute to the utmoſt of his power, even by 
abandoning the emperor (could he do it without looſing the queen) appears 
to me, every day more and more unqueſtionable, for the reaſons above al- 
ledged. I can't, however, hope for any fort of good from thence; it being 
equally evident, that his own inclinations are as bad as ever, and that it is 
purely the preſent utter improbability of ſacceeding in a war, that makes him 
wiſh for peace, the which, however, he dares not take the neceſſary ſteps for 
obtaining, and that conſequently all ſorts of treachery and miſchievous deſigns 
are to be expected from him, as a proof of which, I ſhall give two inſtances. 
The receiving and careſſing the duke of Wharton, who comes direttly from 
Rome, with propoſals to this court from the pretender, from whom he (Whar- 
ton) received the garter, with which he appears publickly. The order, which 

| 40 2 your 
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Period IV. your grace will ſee by Mr. Black's encloſed letter, has been publiſhed. at 


1727t01730. 
— 


Cadiz, for fitting out privateers, as in the year 1718. From which, I take the 
liberty to give it as my humble opinion (which I ſhould not have preſume d 
to do in matters of ſuch conſequence, without your grace's expreſs commands 
for ſo doing) that no time ſhould be loſt in bringing matters to an iſſue, for 
that otherwife upon the arrival of the flota and galeons expected here by the 
end of June, a war will be inevitable, which it is poſſible the emperor, if 
puſhed, would not at preſent engage himſelf in, from the impoſſibility he ſees 
on the part of Spain, without the flota and galeons, of furniſhing the ſupplies 
ſtipulated, of which bis ambaſſador here loudly complains, and publickly re- 
proaches Riperda with breach of promiſe to the emperor. 

Having fince my writing thus far, been informed that the duke of Wharton 
had been yeſterday in conference with Ripperda, I thought proper to ſee 
that miniſter before the departure of this meſſenger, in order to be able to tell 
your grace by him, what turn this court gives to an affair that muſt make 
ſuch noiſe in the world, as that of the arrival of an ambaſſador in form from 
the pretender; which 1s the title at preſent given to the duke of Wharton, 
Ripperda began by proteſting to me (as he had done three days ago) that he 
knew nothing of the duke of Wharton's having left Vienna, till he was actually 
arrived at Madrid, and that their catholick majeſties were as ignorant of it as 
himſelf. He proceeded, by ſaying that Wharton told him yeſterday, that he 
was charged with a commiſſion of importance from the pretender to their 
catholick majeſties, and therefore deſired to procure him an audience aſſoon 
as poſſible, which he, Ripperda, promiſed to inform their catholick majeſtys 
of, and bid him return this night for the anſwer. Ripperda ſays, that the 
principal part of Wharton's commiſſion, is to demand leave for the pretender 
to paſs immediately into Spain; but that their catholick majeſtys ſo far from 
granting his requeſt, have ordered him, Ripperda, to tell the duke of Whar- 
ton, that they cannot receive any propoſitions from the pretender, nor even 
give audience to any miniſter from him, and that he would therefore do well 

to return ſpeedily from whence he came. 

Your grace will not believe, I think, great credit is to be given to theſe 
diſcourſes of Ripperda, it not being eaſy to imagine that his intimate friend 
would come hither without adviſing him, and having his approbation of it be- 
forehand. Neither is it to be ſuppoſed that the duke of Wharton wou'd have 
robe taken the garter (with which he was inſtalled yelterday in great ce- 


remony 
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remony by the late duke of Ormonde) and thereby render his return to En. Period IV. 
gland impraQticable, without proſpe& of ſome expedition's being on foot, and — 
ſpeedily to be executed in fayour of the pretender, which is not poſlible to gipperda. 
ſuppoſe could be negociated without the concurrence and aſſiſtance of this 
court, tho' I cannot find any reaſon to believe that any attempt can be made 
from hence, but have grounds to ſuſpe& that the deſign is from Flanders, 
Ripperda having owned to me, that the pretender has demanded of the em- 
peror leave to go Bruſſells, and as the late duke of Ormonde talks of going 
ſpeedily to Rome, Wharton to Vienna, and general Seſſan to Aix la Chapelle, 

IJ 'am perſwaded the rendezvous is to be in Flanders. | 


WILLIAM STANHOPE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


Ripperda removed from the ſuperintendance of the finances. 
MY LORD, Madrid, May 13, 1726, 

: J Have not received any commands from your grace, ſince J had the honour Harrington 
| to write to you. laſt upon the 6th inſtant, by Gould the meſſenger, by P T.. 
whom I acquainted you with the duke de Ripperda's having been, and then Draught. 
continuing {till to be in danger of being diſgraced: I alſo, at the ſame time, 
mentioned to your grace from what quarter the moſt, if not only dangerous 
attack was made upon him: but at preſent, my lord, what was before only 
conjetture, ſeems moſt certain, by his catholick majeſty's having laſt night 
taken from him the furintendance of the finances, and reſtored it to don 
Franciſco Ariaza, who formerly held that employment: for altho” Ripperda 
gives out, and the decree itſelf ſays the ſame thing, that this demiſſion was at 
his own requeſt, other circumſtances plainly denote the contrary. 

I can poſitively aſſure your grace, that this ſtroke came from the queen 
(who is more attached than ever, if poſſible, to the court of Vienna) at the in- 
ſtigation of the German ambaſſador, which laſt, now publickly exclaims againſt 
Ripperda for having deceived the court of Vienna, and Ripperda himſelf, 
but laſt night, ſwore to me that his diſgrace came from thence for not ſending 
them money, adding with the moſt ſolemn oaths, that had he done otherwiſe, 
the war bad moſt infallibly been begun above three months ſince. I found 
him in the higheſt rage againſt that court, and diſpoſed to ſtick at nothing to be 
revenged. He has deſired me to return to him to-morrow, promiſing then to 
give me ſuch further proofs of his confidence in me, as ſhall evidently con- 

| vince 
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—.— IV. vince me of his having flung himſelf abſolutely at our maſter's feet, and that 
nel ar} depends upon, and ſeeks no other protection and favour, than that of hit 
majeſty and the Dutch, and that he will well deſerve what he thus begs for. 

In caſe I receive no meſſenger from your grace in two or three days, I pro- 

poſe then to diſpatch one of my domeſticks to you, by whom I ſhall have the 

 bonour to write more fully upon theſe and other matters. 


WILLIAM STANHOPE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


Cauſes of Ripperda's diſgrace, —The imperial ambaſſador, who occaſioned it, is 

| alarmed, | 
MY LORD, Madrid, May 25, 1726. 
— [JPON the 1gth inſtant, I had the honour to acquaint your grace with the 
— abs Ripperda's removal from the ſuperintendancy of the treaſury, 
Draugbt. and the almoſt certainty there then was of his total diſgrace very ſoon: at pre- 
ſent, your grace will ſee by my encloſed relation, the moſt material affairs that 
have paſs'd here ever ſince with reſpet to that gentleman, To which I ſhall 
beg leave to add, in this ſeparate letter, ſome other circumſtances worth obſer- 
vation, which I purpoſely omitted in the encloſed narrative, not to break the 
thread of the ſubject matter of it, which I was deſirous to lay before your 
grace in the cleareſt light poſſible. But as your grace may be juſtly ſurprized 
at not having much ſooner had an account from me, of matters of ſuch con- 
ſequence, 1 ſhall begin this letter with acquainting you the cauſe of it, which 
was my not being able for a whole week to obtain an order for poſt horſes, 
upon the idle pretext of no miniſter's being hitherto named for foreign affairs, 
whoſe province itis to give thoſe orders. But the true reaſon certainly was to 
prevent my giving an account to my court of what was doing here in relation 
to Ripperda's being refuged in my houſe, *till his catholick majeſty ſhould have 
come to a final reſolution thereupon, which he did not do till late laſt night or 
this morning. 
Ripperda's diſgrace moſt evidently proceeded from the daily complaints 
made of him to their catholick majeſtys by the comte de Konigſeck, for not 
ſending the money promis'd to the court of Vienna, which 'tis thought Rip- 
perda did not abſtain from doing out of any good intentions towards preſerv- 
ing the publick tranquility, but purely to prevent the emperor from beginning 
ry war immediately, as he ſeemed diſpoſed to do (had he money wherewithall) 
which 
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which Ripperda feared might endanger the ſafe arrival of the galleons and flota, Period IV. 
and thereby render precarious the only means he hoped for being able to ſup. 771737 
port the emperor, but even Spain itſelf, Konigſeck, tranſported with this Ripperda. 
victory over Ripperda, neglected to purſue it, by getting him ſecured imme- 
diately; which error he no ſooner found by Ripperda's retiring into my houſe, 
than his rage exceeded even the joy of the day before, and made him preſs his 
catholick majeſty with the utmoſt vehemence (in which he was ſupported by 
the queen and Orendayn) to take him out by force, in which, altho* he did not 
ſo far ſucceed as to wholly determine the king, he however made ſuch an im- 
preſſion upon him, as he himſelf (Konigſeck) was not able afterwards to efface, 
when upon more ſerious reflection, he foreſaw the danger ariſing from ſuch a 
ſtep, of poſſibly engaging his maſter and the king of Spain in a war, which 
neither of them were in readineſs or prepared to ſupport. But thoſe reflec- 
tions came too late, when it was not poſſible for him to lay the ſtorm he him- 
ſelf had raiſed; it being moſt certain, that for theſe two days paſt, he has uſed 
his utmoſt endeavours to perſuade the king of Spain to approve of Ripperda's 
propoſal of retiring into a convent. I have been informed, that his catholick 
majeſty, yeſterday, in his orders to the council of Caſtile, to conſider and give 
their opinion upon his right of forcing Ripperda from my houſe, lay'd three 
crimes to his charge, viz. 1. His having diſcloſed his ſecrets whilſt in the 
miniſtry. 2. His having given ſeveral orders without firſt conſulting his ma- 
jeſty thereupon, and g. For not having as yet given in his accounts. But as 
la Paz, in his letter to me, mentions no ſuch thing, I might juſtly be ſuppoſed 
1gnorant of it. 
All the foreign miniſters, to whom I have given part of what had happened, 
are to aſſemble this evening at the nunzio's, in order to make the proper re- 
preſentations to his catholick majeſty, on account of the violence thus offered 
an ambaſſador, as equally affecting themſelves in their feveral characters. And 
I ought in juſtice to the Dutch ambaſſador, inform your grace; that he has 
ated in this whole affair, and ſpoke to the Spaniſh miniſter upon it, with the 
ſame zeal and vigour, as if the honour of his own republick had been principally 
concerned in it. The late change in the miniſtry here (in which la Paz has 
the greateſt ſhare of buſineſs and credit) will certainly occaſion none in the 
entire attachment of this court to that of Vienna, but rather, if poſſible, aug- 
ment it; as Ripperda's diſgrace plainly indicates, whoſe only crime was, even 
his not being imperialiſt enough for their catholick majeſtys, eſpecially for the 
queens 
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Period IV. queen. The duke of Wharton returned hither two days after Ripperda's 
. 92737 diſgrace, where he will probably till remain for ſome time, tho' he gives out 


Harrington 
P Apers. 


Draught, 


the contrary, He has frequent conferences with la Paz and the emperor's am- 
baſſador, &c. I have nothing more to trouble your grace withall at preſent, 
excepting only the renewing in the moſt erneſt manner my humble requeſt to 
you, of repreſenting favourably to his majeſty, my condudt in this late critical 
and important affair, in which, if I have erred through too much warmth, it 
proceeded from not being able to bare with temper the leaſt inſult upon his 
majeſty's honour, eſpecially from a court; at which the king has had of late ſuch 
Juſt and frequent grounds of being highly offended, as might poſſibly make his 
majeſty not diſpleaſed at having ſo juſtifiable a pretext, for timely hindring 
them by force from attempting to put their long laid ſecret deſigns againſt him 
in execution. But, my lord, in caſe his majeſty ſhould think fitt to diſavow 
my condutt in this affair of Ripperda, I hope he will be graciouſly pleaſed at 
the ſame time to order my being recall'd from hence, which I beg leave moſt 


ſolemnly to aſſure your grace, I do not mention out of any regard to myſelf, 


but purely and ſolely to that of his majeſty's ſervice, to which, after what has 
happened, my longer abode here would certainly be abſolutely uſeleſs, and 
probably prejudicial. The emperor's ambaſſador has long audiences almoſt 
dayly of their catholick majeſtys, and ſeems to aim at entering into the miniſtry, 
as the French ambaſſadors formerly uſed to do. 


WILLIAM STANHOPE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


Ripperda takes refuge in his houſe. — Audience of the king of Spain. —Ripperda 

forcibly ſeized, notwithſtanding Stanhope's remonſtrances. 

MY LORD, Madrid, May 25, 1726, N. 8. 
UFON the 14th inſtant, I went to Aranjuez, with intention to remain there 
two days for the ſake of my health; but upon receiving an expreſs the day 
following, with advice of the duke of Ripperda's having been diſmiſſed the 
night before from his catholick majeſty's ſervice, I reſolved to return imme- 
diately to Madrid, where I arrived about eleven the ſame night, extreamly 


- ſurpriſed to find in my apartment the duke of Ripperda and the ambaſſador 
of Holland. The firſt immediately addreſſing himſelf to me, ſaid, that being 


obliged for the ſafety of his perſon to ſeek out an azile, he had fled to my 
houſe, and hoped and beg'd I would protect him, to which I, in preſence of 
| | the 
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the Dutch ambaſſador replied, that before I could give any anſwer to what Period IV. 
he demanded, he muſt give me leave to aſk him ſome queſtions; as 1ſt. Whe- di 2 
ther he ſtill had any employment under his catholick majeſty, or was in any Ripperda. 
manner whatſoever in his ſervice? he anſwered poſitively no, for that the 
night before the king of Spain had (at his own requeſt) abſolutely diſmiſſed 
him from all his employments. 2. Whether he had reaſon to believe himſelf 
under his catholic majeſty's diſpleaſure, or that he apprehended the king of 
Spain intended to have him charged with, or proſecuted for any crime com- 
mitted during his adminiſtration? he anſwered, that he had no ſort of reaſon 
to ſuppole himſelf under the diſpleaſure of his catholick majeſty, much leſs to 
be charged with any crime, and as a convincing proof of the contrary, put 
into my hands the original letter (of which goes incloſed a copy) he had re- 
ceived the night before from the marquis de la Paz, by which his catholick 
majeſty not only abſolutely diſmiſſes him from his ſervice, but graciouſly 
recompenſes him with a penſion of three thouſand piſtoles a year. 
I then aſked him, g. That having ſuch reaſon to aſſure himſelf of his ca- 
tholic majeſty's favourable intentions towards him, what motiff or occaſion he 
could have for flying to my houſe for proteQion? to which he anſwered, that 
it was in no wile from the apprehenſions of any violence on the part of his 
catholic majeſty, of whoſe and great goodneſs to him (in having graciouſly 
beſtowed on him the ſaid penſion of gooo piſtoles) he had juſt received ſo 
convincing a proof, but from the fears he was in for his life, from the malice 

and inveteracy of his enemys, and the rage and fury of the people (incenſed 
againſt him, on account of ſome violent meaſures, the neceſſity of affairs had 
obliged him to take during his miniſtry) who had that very day inſulted his 

| ſervants as they were tranſporting his goods from the palace, and publickly 
given out, that they would in the night attack his houſe, in order to tear him 
to pieces. The duke having thus ſatisfied my demands, I told him, that as 
he had given me ſuch convincing proofs of his being entirely diſmiſſed from 
his catholick majeſty's ſervice, as alſo ſuch good reaſons to believe him not 
under his diſpleaſure, and as I had found him already in my houſe, I could 
not oblige him by force to depart, but defired him immediately to acquaint 
the ſecretary of ſtate with the ſteps he had taken, together with the motifs for 
it, and told him, that I would the next morning inform his catholick majeſty 
of the whole, as I accordingly did in an audience I had of him (on the 16th 
inſtant) for that purpoſe, 
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Period IV. In that audience, I related the matter of fact to his catholick majeſty, exactly 
— in the manner I have now done it to your grace, adding only the moſt ſolemn 


aſſurances of my not having had the leaſt previous knowledge or ſuſpicion of 


any deſign in the duke of Riperda of retiring himſelf into my houſe, and de- 


_ claring, that without the abovementioned circumſtances of his being diſcharged 


from his catholick majeſty's ſervice, &c. I ſhould not have ſuffered him to 
continue in my houſe, as alſo, that even with thoſe circumſtances he ſhould 
have found no entrance, had I been in town to have prevented it; from all 
which I hoped that his catholick majeſty would not be diffatisfied with my 
conduQ in this affair. To which he anſwered, © he was not, but that he had 
great reaſon to be ſo with the duke, who having ſo lately been his miniſter, 
and truſted with the fecret of all his affairs, gave but too juft grounds to 
ſuſpe& his fidelity in thus retiring himſelf into the houſe of a foreign miniſter, 
upon no other pretext than that of his fears of inſults from the people; it not 
being poſſible to imagine, that he, his catholick majeſty, upon the leaſt appli- 
cation, would not immediately have given the neceſſary directions for the ef- 
feQually ſecuring him from any danger of that kind; that as to giving him a 
paſſport to retire into Holland (which the ſaid Ripperda had by letter de- 
manded the night before) he could not allow it him 'till he ſhould have firſt 
reſtored ſeveral papers of conſequence remaining in his hands, and muſt deſire 


I would engage not to ſuffer him to eſcape from my houſe, till he (the king) 


ſhould have got a liſt drawn out of them, and ſent to him for them, which 


ſhould be done the next day.” 


To all which, I anſwered, that I did not pretend to juſtify or excuſe the 
duke's conduct (which was certainly very imprudent) but only deſired to ſa- 
tisfye his majeſtye, that under the circumſtances abovementioned, it was not 
poſſible for me to act in this affair otherwiſe than I had done, and that I 
ſhould with great pleaſure comply with his demand in not ſuffering the faid 
duke to eſcape, till his catholick majeſty ſhould have ſent to him for the ſaid 
papers. The ſame evening the marquis de la Paz ſent me the enclofed letter 


of the 16th inſtant, excuſing his majeſty's having ordered a detachment of his 


guards into the neighbourhood of my houſe, and upon the 18th inſtant ano- 
ther, deſiring me to perſuade and induce the duke to retire from my houſe, 
to which I immediately returned an anſwer to both, which copys alſo go here- 
with encloſed. The 19th, the duke writ to the king, deſiring leave to retire 
into a convent, upon which I had alſo a conference that evening with the 
marquis 
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marquis de la Paz, But upon finding by him, as alſo by other intelligencys I Period IV, 
1727 co 1730. 
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had received, that his catholick majeſty was diſpoſed to take by force the ſaid 


duke from my houſe, I demanded an audience of his catholick majeſty, in Ripperda. 


which I repreſented to him the great pleaſure it was to me to have been able 
to induce the duke of Ripperda to conſent to retire from my houſe to a con- 
vent, as hoping that thereby this troubleſome affair might be made an end of 
to his majeſty's ſatisfaction; for that this expedient not only ſatisfied the only 
thing he had demanded in the marquis de la Paz's ſaid letter of the 18th 
inſtant, (viz.) the removing the ſcandal taken at the ſaid duke's continuing in 
the houſe of a foreign miniſter, but alſo in my opinion could not lay his ma- 
jeſty under any difficultys. For that however authors differ'd as to the nature 
of the crimes or perſons that ought or ought not be allowed an aſyle or pro- 
teftion, yet none I believed ever pretended to diſtinguiſh betwixt the aſyle of 
the church, and that of the houſe of a publick miniſter, much leſs to aſcer- 
tain crimes or perſons to be protectable in the former, and not fo in the latter. 
From whence I inferred that Ripperda would not be more out of his catholick 
majeſtie's power, when in a convent than in my houſe, for that had his majeſty 
a right to take him out of my houſe by force, he had it equally fo to do from 
a convent; and as I was aſſured he was too juſt a prince to force my houſe, 
without being fully convinced of his right ſo to do, I could not foreſee how 
any inconveniencys could follow from accepting this expedient, but that very 


great ones were to be apprehended from its being rejected, in caſe his majeſty 


was reſolved to proceed with violence; for that no inconveniencys could ariſe 
from the forcing the convent, in caſe his majeſty was fully convinc'd of his 
right to do it; but that very fatal conſequences were to be feared from vio- 
lating the houſe of an ambaſſador, altho* he ſhould think he had a right fo to 
do; in caſe that miniſter's maſter ſhould think otherwiſe. For which reaſons 
I ſaid, I hoped his majeſty would accept of the expedient propoſed, for that 
otherwiſe, in caſe he was reſolved to att by force, it might be thought, he deſigned 
to lay hold of that opportunity of publickly affronting the king my maſter and 
the Britiſh nation, ſeeing that other means not liable to any inconveniency had 

been thus pointed out to him for coming at what he deſired. | 
The king replied, * that he would conſider upon what I had ſaid, but as to 
Ripperda's offer of going into a convent, he did not as yet ſee how he could 
admitt of it, or allow any aſyle or protection in any part of his dominions to 
one of his own miniſters;” to which I anſwered, that had not that duke been 
4H2 actually 
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Period IV. actually diſmiſs'd from the miniſtry, certainly no protection could be given 


1727t0.1730. 
— 


him. But he alledging “ that the duke's penſion, till he ſhould otherwiſe be 
employed, continued him in the ſervice;” I replied, that the penfion might 
rather be look'd upon as a recompence for paſt ſervices, and that it was in his 


catholick majeſty's liberty to employ him anew or not, ſo it ſeem'd in his to 
accept again or not any employment; and that altho' the ſaid penſion ſhould 


be ſuppos'd to continue the ſaid duke in the ſervice (which in my humble 
opinion, it did not) it could not be look'd upon to continue him in ſuch an 
employment as renders the poſſeſſor incapable of protection. I ended by 
ſaying that the duke was actually under the protection of the king my maſter 
(as being refug'd in his houſe, not mine) I could not venture to force him out 
of it, without firſt receiving orders from my court for ſo doing, that in caſe be- 
fore any orders could arrive to me, he (his catholick majeſty) thought fit to 
take him away by violence, as I was not able to make any reſiſtance, I ſhould 
only proteſt againſt ſuch force, and retire from court, till I ſhould have re- 
ceived the king my maſter's further pleaſure upon the account I ſhould im- 


mediately ſend him, of what had happened, who, I was. aſſured, would take 


ſuch meaſures thereupon, as his own honour and that of the nation ſhould 
require. | | 
In this ſituation, the affair remained *till the 22d at night, that I received 
the enclos'd letter from the marquis de la Paz, to which I returned the day 
following an anſwer, of which alſo goes herewith a copy. But this morning, 
the 25th, at fix o'clock, an alcal de corte or judge, with a general officer and 
60 of the horſe guards, came to my houſe and delivered me the encloſed letter 
from the marquis de la Paz (of the 24th) telling me at the ſame time, that 
they had orders to demand from me the duke de Ripperda, and in caſe of re- 
fuſal or reſiſtance on my part, to take him out of my houſe by force. Upon 
which I aſked them, whether they could not carry my anſwer back to the ſaid 
letter, before they proceeded to put their orders in execution; they replied, 
that in caſe I ſhould return any anſwer, they would carry it back, but that it 
muſt be at the ſame time with the perſon of the duke. I then told them, that 
I neither could deliver him to them, nor conſent to his being taken from my 
houſe againſt his will, and that if they proceeded to force him from thence, I 
ſhould proteſt againſt ſuch violence done to my charaQer, of which I would 
immediately ſend an account to the king my maſter, and till I ſhould receive 
his pleaſure thereupon, abſent myſelf from court. They replied, that ſeeing 
I ab- 
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J abſolutely refuſed to deliver the duke, they muſt execute their orders, and Period IV. 
take him away by force, which they accordingly immediately did, and I there- 1727 2373% 
upon wrote to the-marquis de la Paz the incloſed letter. Before I conclude, I Ripperda. 
mult beg leave to obſerve to your grace, that this court have never alledged to 
me any crime or other matter againſt Ripperda, in order to prove him not ca- 
pable of protection, nor even once demanded him from me till this morning 
(all their letters hitherto, as your grace will have obſerved, only defiring me to 
perſuade him to retire) that they took him away by force, without allowing me 
time to repreſent to his catholick majeſty the reaſons I might have for not 
complying with what he requir'd from me. 

Your grace has now before you as full and as exact an account of this whole 
affair, as the hurry I am in would allow me to give you, which I moſt humbly 
begg your grace will be pleaſed to repreſent to his majeſty, in the moſt fa. 
vourable manner, for obtaining his moſt gracious approbation of my condu& in 
it, and flatter myſelf that his majeſty will have the goodneſs to believe that 
(whatever errors my want of judgement may have led me into) I have ated to 
the beſt of my capacity in this whole affair, in the manner I thought it my in- 
diſpenſible duty to do in ſupport of his majeſty's honour, and that of the Britiſh 
nation; and I have the good fortune to be able to aſſure your grace, that 
every one of the foreign miniſters here have publickly declared their entire 
approbation of my condu& in this affair, and that they (in the like circumſtance) 
would and muſt have atted exactly in the ſame manner. 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


Rejoices at the diſgrace of Ripperda. 


(May 23—June g, 1726.) YOU may imagine the diſgrace of the duke of walpole 
Ripperda, from whatever cauſe it may have proceeded, has given great joy to Papers, 
us here, for though it ſhould prove to be at the inſtigation of the imperial mi- 
niſters, yet even that muſt have been occaſioned by an impoſſibility that there 
was for Ripperda to furniſh the ſupplies for the court of Vienna; and it 1s 
not to be imagined, that his ſucceſſor, whoever he be, will be better able to 
do it than he was, and better inclined or more attached than Ripperda was to 
the imperialiſts, he certainly cannot be. h 


BENJAMIN 
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BENJAMIN KEENE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


1727 to 1730. N | 
Gives a confidential account of the diſcoveries made by Ripperda. 
MY LORD, London, June 15, 1726, 
Orford R. Stanhope, having by hen means of the duke of Ripperda's having taken 
Papers. refuge in his houſe, made ſeveral diſcoveries of very great importance 
Cozy, to the king and his allys, which he durſt not ſend in writing, leſt they ſhould 


fall into the hands of thoſe that wou'd make an ill uſe of them, deſired me to 
come over to England, and acquaint your grace with them by word of mouth, 
in order to their being laid before his majeſty; I therefore take the liberty to 
ſet them down here, as they occur to my memory, and I ſhall endeavour not to 
omit any material circumſtance. Mr. Stanhope having preſſed the duke of 
Ripperda to inform him of the ſchemes that had been projected or agreed to 
by the emperor and king of Spain, either with regard to the ſtate of Europe 
in general or to his majeſty's affairs in particular, the duke began with the 
ſecret treaty of Vienna, conſiſting of five articles, and three ſeparate ones, the 
ſubſtance of which he dictated to Mr. Stanhope, who took them down in 
writing with his own hand, and are as follows: 

Art. 1. Confirms and ratifys all preceding treatys made between their im- 
perial and catholic majeſtys. Art. 2. The emperor gives the eldeſt arch- 
ducheſs in marriage to the infant don Carlos, and in Art. 3. The ſecond arch- 
ducheſs is given to the infant don Phillip. 

Art. 4. The emperor and king of Spain enter into reciprocal engagements 
to begin in a war for reconquering the dutchy of Burgundy, Franche Comte, 
Alſace, and all the French conqueſts in Flanders, and encroachments on Lor- 
raine, Navarre, Rouſſillon, Petite-Cerdagne, which are to be divided after the 
following manner: Burgundy, Franche Compte, Alſace, &c. and all that for- 
merly belonged to the houſe of Auſtria, is to be ſettled on don Carlos, and 
look'd upon as the Auſtrian patrimony. Lorraine is to be return'd to its 
duke, and Navarre, Rouſſillon, and la Petite-Cerdagne, to be remitted to the 
Spaniſh monarchy. Art. 5. The emperor and king of Spain do mutually - 
oblige themſelves and poſterity never to give an archducheſs or an infanta in 
marriage to the houſe of Bourbon. 

1. Separate article, That in caſe the preſent king of France ſhould ie 
without mus to inherit that crown, the infant don Phillip is to be king of 
France. 
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France. 2d Art. The emperor and king of Spain do ſolemnly engage to aſſiſt Period IV. 
the pretender with their forces, in order to the putting of him in poſſeſſion of 172722739 
the crown of Great Britain. gd Art. Is the reciprocal engagements between Ripperda. 
the emperor and king of Spain utterly to extirpate the proteſtant religion, and 
not to lay down their arms till this deſign be fully and effectually executed. 

All the while the duke of Ripperda was diètating this treaty to Mr. Stan- 
hope, he appeared to be in the greateſt OY and frequently burſt into 
tears. 

Mr. Stanhope having taken this down in writing, from Ripperda's own 
mouth, put it into cypher, and lodged it in a ſafe hand, left his houſe ſhould 
be ſearched for papers on Ripperda's account, and this might fall into the 
hands of the king of Spain or any of his miniſters. The duke of Ripperda 

- acquainted Mr. Stanhope, that none of the king of Spain's minifters, beſide 
himſelf, knew of this treaty; and that it had not been communicated to any 
perſon whatſoever, except the emperor, the king and queen of Spain, and the 
miniſters who ſigned it; and what confirms this, is, that the duke of Ripperda, 
during his ſtay at Mr. Stanhope's, having occaſion to write to his catholick 
majeſty ſeveral letters to obtain leave to retire to Holland, he (Ripperda) to 
prevent the king of Spain communicating to his miniſters, who were his ene- 
mies, conſtantly mixed in them ſomething of this ſecret treaty, which Mr. 
Stanhope found to be true in one inſtance. Mr. Stanhope had propoſed the 
expedient of the duke's retiring to a convent, to which the duke himſelf con- 
ſented, and had wrote to the king on this ſubject. His excellency came into 
the duke's apartment before the letter was ſealed, upon which the duke deſired 
him to peruſe it. In it he recapitulated the great ſervices he had done his catho- 
lick majeſty. Was it not I that procured your majeſly the treaty of Vienna? Was 
it not I that made the marriage with the archducheſs for don Carlos and don 
Phillip? Aſter ſealing this letter in Mr. Stanhope's preſence, he put it into 
his excellency's own hand, and defired him to ſend it to the king; but Mr. 
Stanhope replyed, it would be of dangerous conſequence to him (the duke) to 
have it carry'd by a domeſtic of his, for ſo ſuſpicious a prince as the king 
of Spain, would have but too much reaſon to think his (Mr. Stanhope's) cu- 
riofity would go no farther than barely ſending the letter. So one of the 
duke's ſervants was called for, and Mr. Stanhope himfelf followed him to the 
palace, and ſaw the letter delivered into the hands of the king's favourite valet 


de chambre, and makes not the leaſt doubt of 1 its being delivered to the king. 
The 
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The duke declared to Mr. Stanhope, that his catholick majeſty was ſo 
earneſt for the extirpation of the proteſtant religion, that in the ſeveral letters 
that had paſſed between the king of Spain and the emperor upon this ſubjea, 
the king propoſes in caſe of neceſſity, to ſell the domains of his crown, put up 
grandeurs to the higheſt bidder, and diſpoſe of all the employments for life in 


the Indies to the beſt purchaſer, for promoting this ſcheme : and particularly 


in one of his letters, he makes uſe of this extraordinary expreſſion, je vendrai 
meme ma chemiſe. The article for ſettling the pretender on the throne of 
Great Britain was to take its courſe after the greater enterpriſes were begun; 
but they changed their reſolutions, and were to begin with a project entered into 
in his favour by the emperor, Spain, and Muſcovy. By this ſcheme, the czarina 
was to furniſh the pretender with ten thouſand men, and arms and tranſports 
in proportion, which are deſigned for Scotland, where the late lord mariſchall 
is to be ready to receive them, and ſpirit up the highlanders, in order to join 
with the Muſcovites. The king of Spain is to ſend eight thouſand men, from 
the coaſt of Galicia, which are to land in the weſt of Europe with the late 
duke of Ormond (or any other general his catholick majeſty thinks proper) 
at the head of them, and one Morgan has given in propoſals by the duke of 
Liria to provide fix ſhips out of Bretany, and one he has in Cadiz, upon the 
king of Spain's advancing 60,000 piaſtres. They once thought to employ 


upon this expedition the three Muſcovite men of war which ſtayed fo long at 


St. Ander. 


The emperor on his part, is to have 6,000 men ready at Oſtend for the 
pretender's ſervice, to be made uſe of where neceſſity may require; and is 
alſo to ſend a conſiderable body of troops in the Low Countries, to intimidate 
the Dutch, and prevent their ſending any forces into England. 

The time the Muſcovites were to make their deſcent, was calculated to be 


during the abſence of the Britiſh fleet. In this project, Wharton declares that 


the jacobites in England and France have two millions ſterling ready to pro- 


mote this affair, and have 20,000 arms in France. 


The pretender in return, is to reſtore Port Mahon and Gibralter to the 
king of Spain, and to be guarantee for the Oſtend company, and to lay open 
our commerce in England, and the foreign plantations to their ſhips, with the 
ſame priviledges as the Engliſh themſelves enjoy. 


By this ſcheme, the pretender was immediately to leave Rome, and go in- 


cognito to Vienna, there to have the articles drawn up, in form, for the ſub- 


ſtance 
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ſtance was already agreed upon. From Vienna he was to proceed to Peterſ- Period IV. 
bourg, from thence to Archangel, and to embark from that port to avoid the e 
inconveniencies of paſſing the Sound. Ripperda. 

The duke of Ripperda ſaid, that Wharton was ſent to Madrid by the em- 
peror to communicate this project to the king of Spain, as what he (the em- 
peror) had agreed to. The duke of Lyria had laid a plan much to the ſame 
purpoſe before his catholick majeſty the originals in the reſpeQive hand-vrit- 
ings of Wharton and Lyria, were ſhown by the duke of Ripperda to Mr. 
Stanhope, and whilſt that duke was at Mr. Stanhope's, both Wharton and 
Lyria viſited his dutcheſs to know what was become of the papers. The duke 
of Ripperda confeſſed to Mr. Stanhope, that the negociations and conferrences 
he propoſed to be held at Madrid, were only to protract time, and amuſe us 
till the galleons and flotas ſhould be ſafe arrived, and made no difficulty to 
own his catholick majeſty would not ſcruple to lay his hands upon them in caſe 
of neceſſity. | | 

The laſt orders the duke of Ripperda ſent to the Indies in relation to the 
flotas and galleons (when he ſaw there was no poſſibility of ſetting a negocia- 
tion on foot) were, that the filver and gold, and the moſt valuable commodi- 
ties ſhould be ſent in ſmall fingle frigates, which might more eaſily eſcape the 
Engliſh fleet, but the great ſhips were to remain at the Havannah and Car- 
thagena, where admiral Hoſier would find them. The duke likewiſe confeſſed 
to Mr. Stanhope, that the vaunting it was in his power to reconcile the two 
crowns of France and Spain whenever he pleaſed, was entirely falſe and ground- 
leſs, thrown out only with the aim of creating jealouſies between his majeſty and 
his allies, and particularly cleared biſhop Frejus from the vile aſperſions he had 
caſt upon him; for this was a point Mr. Stanhope took great care to be in- 
formed in, being of ſuch importance. The 12,000 men ordered to march 
into Galicia, under pretence of an invagon upon that coaſt from England, 
the duke owned were to be employed in the pretender's ſervice, and that the 
pretence of their apprehenſions from this, was entirely a trick or fiction of the 
king of Spain's, and that they had no ſuch intelligence, either from Pozabueno 
or any other perſon; and when this excuſe failed them, they made uſe of 
another, which was the giving out an encampment was to be formed in that 
part of Spain. As to Lambrity, the duke told Mr. Stanhope, he was ſent to 
Muſcovy as a miniſter of the king of Spain's; but had orders not take the 
leaſt ſtep without the direction of the imperial miniſter of that court. 

VOL 11. PART 11. 41 The 
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Period IV. The firſt mark the duke perceived of the queen's diſpleaſure, was upon their 
—— majeſtys* receiving a letter from count Konigſeg, preſſing remittances to the 
court of Vienna, which they were reading when the duke entered the apart- 
ment, he thereupon repreſented to their majeſtys, that they were not obliged 
to make any payments, till this war ſhould be begun, and laid before them 
the inconveniences that would inevitably enſue to Spain, if Konigſeg's de- 
mands ſhould be comply'd with, the queen frown'd upon him; and aſked him 
in the Spaniſh way, what is that to you. 
This, my lord, is the ſubſtance of what Mr. Stanhope charged me to relate 
to your grace, and as for any other circumſtances of my own obſervations, I 


ſhall always be ready to acquaint your grace with them whenever I have the 
honour of your commands. 


WILLIAM STANHOPE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


Hints how * may eſcape, —Ripperda's agitation, when he made the 
diſcoveries. 
| ux LORD, | Madrid, July 30, 1726. 
1 Walpole J Have read with all poſlible attention the letter your grace did me the ho- 
| | Papers. nour to write to me upon the 29th paſt, O. S. by Spear the meſſenger, and 
4 Secret. cannot enough admire his majeſty's great goodneſs and generoſity, in being 
= | graciouſly pleaſed not to come to any determination in an affair of ſuch 
vaſt importance to his ſervice, and to that of the publick, as is that which 
makes the ſubje& matter of your ſaid letter, without firſt aſſuring by all means 
poſlible the ſafety of an unhappy perſon, who has put his life into his hands, 
and without ſhewing the greateſt regard to what I might have promiſed for the 
3 encouraging him ſo to do. | 
As the arguments your grace is pleaſed to make uſe of to ſhew the great 
4 5 advantage and almoſt neceſſity of his majeſty's being enabled to make a proper 
| and right uſe of the diſcoveries that have been made, carry too much ſtrength 
| and evidence in them to make it neceſſary for me to take up any of your 
grace's time in letting you ſee the juſt ſenſe I have of the force of them; and 
as I cannot doubt but that your grace is equally appriſed and convinced of the 
Juſt reaſon I have, both in honour and conſcience, to be moſt earneſtly ſolli- 
citous for preſerving by all the means poſſible, a life thus in the utmoſt con- 
fidence put into my hands, I ſhall not detain your grace with my reflettions 
- upon either of theſe conſiderations, as being aſſured of each of them's having 
ö | | their 
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their due weight with you; but ſhall proceed (from being commanded fo to do) Period IV. 
to ſuggeſt to your grace the method that has occurred to me of doing the END 
_ abovementioned ſervice to his majeſty and the publick, without wounding that Ripperda. 
religious delicateneſs in point of honour, which his majeſty is ſo juſtly adored 
for thro' the whole world. 
The method that I ſhould moſt humbly propoſe, is, that his majeſty would 
be pleaſed to authoriſe me to adjuſt with this court the ſatisfaction to be given 
for the late unjuſtifiable violation offered to the houſe of his ambaſſador at 
Madrid, in the doing of which, I do not deſpair of bringing this court to 9, 
conſent to the duke of Ripperda's being allowed to return to his own houſe, 
from whence it will be no impoſſible matter for him to make his eſcape. And 
that his catholick majeſty may be brought to conſent to this expedient, I am led 
to hope for, from the diſcourſes I have had with ſeveral of the court upon that 
ſubject, and in which opinion, I am the more confirmed, from being aſſured 
that no crime can be proved againſt Ripperda, nor will even be laid to his 
charge. But what, in my opinion, would almoſt infallibly determine this 
matter, would be, for the king of France and the Dutch to declare ſtrongly 
their approbation of ſuch an expedient, which I ſhould think they might eaſily 
be brought to, from ſeeing themſelves equally intereſted therein, when they 
ſhall be let, in the greateſt confidence, into the true motive for his majeſty's 
inſiſting upon it. 
Ripperda once thus in his own houſe, will, I dare anſwer with my head for 
it, immediately attempt to eſcape, both from the neceſſity he would be con- 
vinced there was, as well as the ſtrong inclination he has for ſo doing, which 
laſt, I am aſſured of from his being deſirous to attempt it whilſt in my houſe, 
provided I would have winked at it. 
This way of proceeding ſeems in no-wiſe prejudicial to his SEW s affairs, 
ſince it does not hinder an immediate proper uſe's being made of the ſaid diſ- 
coveries, by communicating them in the greateſt ſecrecy to ſuch of his ma- 
jeſty's allys or friends, where it may be of ſervice; and as Ripperda will, in 
caſe this expedient ſucceeds, have either made his eſcape, or have been taken 
in the attempt, long before the meeting of the parliament, in the firſt of which 
caſes no diſcovery can do him any hurt, and in the latter, no regard for him 
can then do him any good, his majeſty will be at liberty to make the uſe of 
thoſe diſcoveries in ſpeaking to his people, by the time it ſhall be neceſſary, in 
the manner he hall judge moſt for his ſervice, To which allo may be added, 
412 that 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 


that even in caſe this method proves unſucceſsful, his majeſty will have had the 
ſatisfaftion of having done as much as in him lay, confiſtent with the ſafety of 
his people, in favour of the unfortunate perſon. The only objection that 1 
can foreſee to purſuing this method, is, that his majeſty's thus inſiſting upon a 
determined ſatisfaction may, in caſe Spain refuſes ta comply, engage thereby 
the nation in a war. Tho? to that I think may be anſwered, that if, as your 
grace ſeems to think from what has been already diſcloſed to his majefty, the 


| war is inevitable, and that the making thoſe diſcoveries publick, is neceſſary for 


the juſtifying that war, the doing it afterwards, which wilt be equally in his ma- 
jeſty's power, if judged neceſſary, will alſo fully juſtify its having been be- 
gun. I beg leave to aſſure your grace, that I am by no means fond of what 
I have thus propoſed; but as you was pleaſed to command me to ſend 
you my thoughts upon that matter, I have done it in the beſt manner I am 
able. | 

As to your grace's demand of what Ripperda ſaid to me upon this head, 
and whether he did not foreſee the great ſervice it would be to us upon a pro- 
per occaſion, to make uſe of his diſcoveries, and conſequently how far he 
would contribute to make this eaſy? I can only ſay, that he was fully appriſed 


of the importance of thoſe ſervices, and would contribute to the utmoſt of his. 


power for the procuring them for his majeſty, were he once out of Spain, but 
always inſiſted in the ſtrongeſt manner upon the ſecret's being kept, until he 
ſhould find himſelf in England. And I muſt own my having given him all aſ- 
{urances poſſible of recommending in the ſtrongeſt manner his ſaid requeſt; 
tho” as he had conſented to my communicating what he had ſaid to me, to his 
majeſty and his miniſters, I told him he knew I could be no farther anſwerable 
than for my moſt earneſt and effectual offices in his favour, and particularly for 
the procuring him his majeſty's protection and utmoſt aſſiſtance for the getting 
him ſafely out of this country. I forgot to mention Ripperda's having owned 
to me, his being a proteſtant, and that he was reſolved, the moment it ſhould 


be poſſible for him to eſcape from hence, to abandon his penſion, and paſs the 
reſt of his days in England. | 


As to the duke of Wharton's plan, I only read it once, which was the morn- 


ing that the marquis de la Paz came, by his catholick majeſty's order, to re- 


ceive Ripperda's papers, amongſt which that was delivered. It contained in 
ſubſtance the whole of that of the duke of Liria too, with the ſeveral parti- 
culars ſet forth in the incloſed projet, of a ſecret treaty between the emperor, 

| Spain, 
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Spain, and the pretender, which ſaid project, he aſſured me, had been abſo- Period IV. 
lutely approved of by the courts of Vienna and Madrid. 2 


It is true, my lord, that Ripperda aſſured me, that his majeſty and the king Ripperda. 


of Pruſſia were not only to be ſtript of their dominions in Germany, but chat 
the princes, who were to ſucceed to them, were actually pitched upon. I 
could never, however, induce him to name to me thoſe princes. Upon which 
occaſion, I beg leave to obſerve to your grace, that altho', in the diſcoveries 
made to me by him, ſeveral particular circumſtances that were to have been 
wiſhed to have been explained, are omitted, it is not ſo much to be wondered 
at, as that he had the courage to open himſelf ſo far as he did, confidering the 
' riſk he run thereby, whilft in the dominions of his catholick majeſty, of which 
he was very ſenfible, as fully appeared by the agony he was always in upon 
thoſe occaſions, and particularly in dittating to me the two incloſed papers, all 
which times he cryed like a child. Mr. Keene will have told your grace of 
the infallible proofs he gave me of the marriages. 


BENJAMIN KEENE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 
Eſcape of Ripperda from the caſtle of Segovia. 


(Madrid, September 13, 1728.) I Am now to acquaint your grace, that 
on the 11th inſtant (I as well as the greater part of the foreign miniſters at 
this court) received a letter from the marquis de la Paz (copy of which goes 
mcloſed, with a tranflation) to inform me, that the duke de Ripperda had made 
his eſcape out of the caſtle of Segovia, and that his catholick majeſty deſired 
he might be delivered over to his order, in caſe he ſhould take refuge in any 
of the king's dominions; to which I returned the anſwer marked 'A. The 
only particulars yet known are, that the alcaide or governor of the caſtle (who 
is a nigh relation to the marquis de la Paz) being taken very ill, and his wife 
being in no better condition than himſelf, they could not attend upon the duke, 
as they uſually did at dinner and ſupper. The ſervant maid, who, it ſeems, 
was in the duke's intereſt, took occaſion to quarrell with her miſtreſs, and left 
her ſervice, and a corporal, who guarded the duke, being prevailed upon to 
aſſiſt him, they made their eſcape together on the 2d inſtant, The next morn- 
ing the alcaide miſſed his priſoner, and only found his valet de chambre in his 
apartment, and being deſirous to give an account to their catholick majeſties 
of the duke's being taken, at the ſame time he informed them of his breaking 

| | priſon, 


Walpole. 


Papers. 


Extract. 
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614 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 
—— IV. priſon, and by this means make amends for his negligence, he ſent ſeveral 
— meſſengers by different routs to ſeek after him, but all in vain. So that the 
court had no notice of what had paſt till the 10th inſtant, and then they diſ- 
patched a meſſenger to Portugal, it being ſuppoſed that he took that route. 
But there is no certain account of him ſince he left Segovia. 
SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 
Defres inſtruttions whether he ſhall meet Ripperda in London. 
Weſton (Chelſea, October 8, 1728.) YOU vill ſee by the incloſed, which came to 
Papers. me laſt night, that our ſcheme about the duke de Ripperda muſt be alter'd, 
| unlefle you can way lay him this evening or to morrow morning, and prevail 
with him to alter his courſe. Whether you will think this moſt adviſeable, or 
lett him come on to London, and give me his majeſty's direQions about meet- 
ing him in town, and fixing him in private lodgings, I deſire you will write 
me word, it will be no difference to me but coming on Thurſday to Windlor, 
inſtead Wedneſday, perhaps more eaſy to him to purſue his own method, 
* Under fe LORD TOWNSHEND TO MR, CORBIERE,* 
. Cretary o ” = | 
date. Inſirufs him to perſuade the duke of Ripperda to remain at one of the inns, 
| untill notice of his arrival ſhall be communicated. . 
2 (Windſor, October 9, 1728.) AS I parted with you laſt night in a good 
apers. 


deal of hurry, I had not then had time to inform myſelf whether there could 


be ſufficient accommodation or no, for the duke de Ripperda at Swinley Rails, 


which ſince, upon enquiry, I find there is not; and therefore I think the beſt 
thing that can be done, will be for you to prevail upon the duke to ſend his 
coach and ſervants on to London, and to ſtay alone with you at one of the 
inns, either at Egham or Staines, in as private a manner as poſſible, till ſuch 
time as you ſhall have given me notice of your arrival there, and have heard 


from me. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO MR. CORBIERE. 


Def res him to make excuſes to the duke of Ripperda for not ſending his own 


coach. — ill meet the duke at Dr. Bland's, at Eton. 
(Windſor, 


- a 
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( Windſor, October 10, 1728.) I Deſire you will make my excuſes to the Period IV. 
duke de Ripperda for my ſending him a hired coach. I ſhould have been 8 ; 
very glad to have ſent my own coach to attend him, but it was impoſſible to Ripperdas 
do that without giving ſome ſuſpicion. You will give the coachman direc- 

tions to drive to Dr. Bland's at Eton, without paſſing thro' Windfor, and 

will contrive to be there about ſeven this evening, at which time, either my- 

ſelf or my brother Walpole will not fail to meet the duke there. But if any 

thing ſhould happen to prevent my ſeeing him this evening, I deſire you will 

aſſure him, that I ſhall certainly do myſelf the honour of waiting upon him 


between nine and ten to-morrow morning, and will introduce him in the even- 
ing to his majeſty. 


MR. CORBIERE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 
The duke of Ripperda not yet found, 


MY LORD, Hartly-rowe, Wedneſday, 4 in the morning, 

Got hither juft now, after — knock't up all the inkeepers on the road, Weſton 

without finding what I wanted. But here I have intelligence of a coach, Papers. 
the deſcription of which anſwers my expeCtation. That coach came to Sa- 
lifbury on Monday night, and having bad horſes, muſt have ſett up laſt night 
conſiderably ſhort of this place; and as it muſt neceſſarily paſs here, I think 
it beſt to ſtop, and wait 'till it comes, tho? the hour of it's coming is very 
uncertain. | 

Half after eight. Since your lordſhip's firſt deſign will be fruſtrated, be- 
cauſe it grows late, and the coach does not yet appear, I believe, you will 
not think it amiſs, that I ſend away this meſſenger to know your lordſhip's 
pleaſure, what I am now to do, and indeed to prepare colonel Negus, to whom 
I have writ at all events. Chaundler knows the route I ſhall take to Swinley- 
Rails, in caſe I meet the gentleman; fo that if your lordſhip is pleaſed to 


honour me with your commands, he will probably meet me on the road thi- 
ther. I am, &c. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


. the king that he will convey Ripperda to the dean of Durham's (Dr. 
Bland's). 


1 Send 
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1974 oy. J Send your majeſty the account I have had from Mr. Corbiere, whom I ſent 
uc night to meet Riperda. The expeQation I have been in of hearing 
Weſton. from Riperda was the reaſon of my not waiting this morning on your majeſty 
— hunting. I {ent back by the meſſenger orders to Mr. Corbiere not to ſtay at 
Swinely Rails, but to come forward with Riperda, either to Egham or 
Staines; from whence I will bring the duke in a coach hither. I have ſent to 
the dean of Durham, who has a houſe in the cloyſters here, where I propoſe 

to lodge Riperda, as privately as poſſible. 


I likewiſe ſend your majeſty a rough ſketch of a paper of heads, which 
your majeſty ordered me to draw up yeſterday. 


Heads upon which to diſcourſe with the duke de Ripperda. 


Weſton IO inquire of the duke of Ripperda, what gave riſe to the treaty of 
Papers, Vienna? whether the propoſal firſt came from that court? or whether the 
court of Spain made the firſt application? 

In what manner he was received on his arrival at Vienna? which of the em- 
peror's miniſters were moſt truſted in the negotiation, with which he was 
charged, as likewiſe what particulars he can recolleQ relating to that affair? 

What were the ſecret engagements between the emperor and Spain in fa- 
vour of the pretender, and what meaſures were concerted for the accompliſn- 
ing of thoſe deſigns? 

Whether the ſcheme was not to break with England, upon the pretence of 
their not reſtoring Gibraltar, and to invade his majeſty's dominions, and what 
projects were formed for putting this deſign in execution? 

What encouragement and aſſiſtance they expected to meet. with either in 
England or Scotland upon their landing, and how far the jacobites had engaged 
to join or otherwiſe to aſſiſt them? whether he has ſeen any aſſociation or other 
inſtrument, or any letter under their hands for that purpoſe, and who the per- 
ſons were that ſigned them? 

How his acquaintance and intimacy with the duke of Wharton began? what 
accounts he gave him of the ſtate of affairs in England? what perſons corre- 
ſponded with the duke of Wharton, whether he ſhew'd him the letters he re- 
ceived from them or any of them, and what they contamed; as likewiſe what 
were the ſentiments of thoſe perſons concerning the treaty of Hanover, as well 
as with regard to the pretender. 


* Dr, Bland, then maſter of Eton ſchool. 
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As much as he can recolle& of the accounts the miniſters of the emperor Period IV. 
received whilſt he was at Vienna from England, either from Palm, or any other \/*7 ns 
perſons here; and what correſpondence thoſe miniſters held with people here, Ripperda. 
and with whom; particularly whether there was any direct correſpondence 
between them and any of his majeſty's ſubjects? 


THE DUKE OF RIPPERDA TO MONSIEUR TROYE. 
| | | London, October 18, 1728. 

J Am not ſurprized that ſome think that I went away with the knowledge and Orford 

permiſſion of the Spaniſh court, ſince the world can't be ignorant of the FP 
great favour the king had for me, and the affection and zeal wherewith I faith- Official tram 
fully ſerved his majeſty, but it is farr from it that the court either knew or — 
facilitated my eſcape; even ſo farr, that having done what they did by me, there 
remained nothing but to keep me always a priſoner, or to take away my life 
privately; which made me reſolve to uſe means to preſerve my life, and to ſet 
my perſon free; and for both thoſe things, I am beholden to a lady of a good 
family, who is here with me, and who had courage eno* to compaſs that 
work; which ſhe undertook on account of the ill treatment I ſo wrongfully 
underwent, and I muſt tell you, that the Spaniſh nation in general is of the 
fame mind. I ſhall have the honour, by ſome other opportunity, to inform 
you of all the particular circumſtances; and I don't doubt but J ſhall be able 
to give the world intire ſatisfaction concerning my behaviour and conduct. I 
deſire you will pleaſe to convey the incloſed. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 
DEAR BROTHER , Windſor, October 22—-November 2, 1728. 


S I think it is proper you ſhould ſee without loſs of time the incloſed Orford 
letter from baron Riperda to his father, I ſend it you by a meſſenger on Papers. 
purpoſe, and am yours, &c. 


BARON OF RIPPERDA TO THE DUKE OF RIPPERPDA. 


Conduct of the imperial court towards him at the time of Ripperda's diſgrace. 
HONOURED SIR, Groningen, October 26, 1728, | 
E begins with telling the great joy and comfort it was to his wife and him; Orford 


to hear by his letter of the 16th, that he was gott clear off; and continues Tapers. 
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thus am 1 delighted at your being ſatisfied with my marriage, for the mar- 
quis de la Paz ſent me your conſent, without which I ſhould not have mar. 
ried, but it ſtood me in great ſtead, for I had all kind of ſupport from thence. 
Count Cobenzel, my father-in-law, is married, and holds at the emperor's 
court, the poſt of great chamberlain, which is one of the principal poſts at that 
court, and he a gentleman of very good credit. As to my wife, ſhe was de- 
livered on the agd inſtant of a dead ſon, but ſhe was not come to her full 
time; God be thank't, ſhe is as well as can be expeRed at this time. This loſs 
muſt be repaired with another wholeſome and ſound boy, if it will pleaſe 
God to do us that favour. My wife ſays, ſhe ſhould be glad to have given a 
grandſon to her father-in-law, whoſe hands ſhe kiſſes, and wiſhes ſhe could do 


it really, by ſeeing you in ſome good and ſecure place. It would be a great 


ſatisfadtion to me, if you would do nothing that could diſpleaſe the emperor, 
becauſe all the honour depends on that, and ſo I truſt in God and your know. 
ledge, that all this will go well. 

When your diſgrace happened, a courrier was diſpatched for Vienna, who 
quickly came to Laxemburgh to count Sinzendorff, who went to Vienna, im- 
mediately ſent for me to his houſe, and told me—the emperor aſſures you of 
his protection. But it is neceſſary to comply with the will of God; the duke 
your father is diſgraced and carried to Segovia, and we have expreſs orders to 
take your papers inſtantly ; and ſo he carried me in his coach to my own houſe, 
and they told me to deliver my papers, aſking me if had not ſome intimate cor- 
reſpondences with you. And they told me, that they knew from the cuſtome. 
houſe, that there was ſo much mony (more indeed than there really was) and 
I muſt give it up by fair means, ſince it was in their hands from the moment 
they firſt had the king's order; that it was owing to the emperor's graciouſneſs 
that the orders were not fully executed, which were, I believe, to make a pri- 
ſoner of me. And fo, I being in this condition, by an expreſs written order, 
I was obliged to depoſit the mony in the publick imperial bank at Vienna, 
there being no other remedy, becauſe 1 had no notice from you, nor of the 
leaſt circumſtance of this diſgrace. 

Had you been able to give me notice of the leaſt circumſtance, all had been 
remedied. But being cruſhed on all ſides, there was no other remedy for me in 
the world than to obey; for as I was one day going out of Vienna to Calden- 
berg, I had a meffage from don Henrique, that I muſt not go far out of the 
city, and ſo that was like having the city for a priſon. But the emperor ſent 

me 
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me word by count Sinzendorff, that he would fain ſee me once, and I had Period IV. 
the honour of an audience, and of finding the emperor very gracious, and 2 — 
comforting me in my misfortunes and ſorrows, which you may imagine were Ripperda. 
infinite, to ſee you in ſuch a condition. Afterwards came one don Philip 
Rodrigues, who had been ſecretary to Beretti Landi, which Philip was very 
ill-intentioned, and he was afterwards to keep the papers. After this, came 
one called duke de Bournonville, worſe than the former, tormenting and ill 
treating me with bad language, inſomuch that it was a ſhame, and with inſup- 
portable haughtineſs, aſking me an account of all. But by the emperor's inter- 
ceſſion, the whole was made up, and the ſaid duke renounced by order, ſaying 
that the king was ſatisfied as to me, and pretended to nothing more from me. 
In fine, had it not been for the imperial protection, I believe they had ſwal- 
lowed me alive. But ſo it came to paſs, that by a letter of order from the 
marquis de la Paz, the king gave his royal conſent to marry me, aſſigning me 
for the days of my life, an annual penfion of a thouſand piſtoles. 

I hope to give you a more circumſtantial account by word of mouth, and 1 
humbly beſeech you, for the love of God, to preferve your good intention to- 
wards the emperor, and not to do any thing againft the king, and in favour of 
the country where you are, becauſe all your honour, and your great renowned 
name, which you acquired by making the treaties of Vienna, which were the 
fedus amicitiæ, and by the treaty of navigation and commerce, would be en- 
tirely loſt, and will now and for ever ſubfiſt, if you continue in the ſame way 
of thinking you had in thoſe days. If you would but think fit to have mat- 
ters made up a little, it would be good to begin to go about it ſoon; ſince my 
mother, and brothers, and ſiſter are within that country, and will ſuffer in caſe 
any thing ſhould happen in oppoſition to theſe princes. You will know if 
you could be ſafe, or not, in this country, and therefore you will be pleaſed 

to do what you ſhall judge moſt proper for your ſecurity, and the making up 
of your affairs, I beſeech you to vouchſafe to think of your ſpouſe and all 
us your children. I alſo moſt humbly befeech you to preſerve me in your 
fatherly and kind protection and love; and my wife, who alſo loves you with 
all her heart and ſoul, alſo recommends herfelf, humbly kiſſing her father” 8 
hands, to whoſe paternal love we both of us recommend ourſelves. 

P. S. In caſe you ſhould have a mind to write to the emperor or to my 
father-in-law, you might ſend thoſe letters to us, for I believe that would be 

4K 2 belt, 
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FO IV. beſt. I cannot write more for want of paper; I hope hereafter to ſee or write 
t O. 
— to you more largely. | 


RIPPERDA TO HIS SON. 
Imputes has diſgrace to count Konig ſeck. 
MV SON, | : London, October 22 November 2, 1728. 
Orford YOUR valuable letter of the 26th, has been put into my hands, and it is the 
es roo greateſt comfort to me, to ſee that you and your dear wife are good and 
Tranſlation. ſteddy in your love to me, as your father; and I aſſure you, that you have 
ſufficient reaſon to continue it, for I love you as the apples of my eyes, and I 
would willingly give my blood for your ſake. I am ſorry at my heart for that 
untimely birth, and I hope God will give me deſcendants from my loyns. | 
You will tell me, whether count Cobenzel is the mother of my dear daughter Y 
and you will tell me where Dr. Henrique is, and how much money you have 
depoſited in the imperial bank. | 
I now ſee very clearly from the condutt of count Sinzendorff, that he like- 
wiſe muſt be one of the band of count Konigſegg, my greateſt enemy, and the 
only cauſe of my diſgrace, as I will let the emperor ſee at a proper time, if he 
| will allow me to do it; and you will tell me in what form and manner the em- 
| | peror would have, or would not have me; and you will tell it me very plainly, 
as I am your father, who gave you life. I will not, neither can I, nor ought I 
to ſtirr out of this kingdom, till I know what the emperor thinks of my perſon FE 
and conduct. I am very deſirous to give an account of both to all Europe. 1 
And I know very well how to maintain that point of honour I was born with, - 
and which I have known how to maintain hitherto; and ſhall ſee that ama et 
vita pari paſſu ambulant. You muſt ſend your anſwers by the way of Mr. BY 
Meynarde Troye at Amſterdam, and ſo they will come ſafe. Your muſt ex- BI 
plain yourſelf clearly to your father, who wiſhes you long life, and loves you 5 
intirely. 


THE DUKE OF RIPPERDA TO THE BARON OF RIPPER DA. 


London, October 26, 1728, 


Orford SINCE I wrote to you from Exeter, I arrived in this town with perfect 


| wha health, and do intend to take my reſt here, *till I can hear from you, and 


Official tranſs | what 
dation. R 
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letter, how much you have ſpent of the mony 1 left in your power, and what- 


ever elſe has happened to you during the time of my confinement, to the end Ripperda. 


that I may take convenient meaſures. You will enquire of count de Coben- 
zel, who by your marriage is become my brother, if he thinks it convenient I 
ſhould write to the emperor to undeceive him of count Konigſegg's falſe- 
hoods, and deſrre him to tell you what he thinks I had beſt do in that matter; 
and you will tell me, whether the mother to your beloved ſpouſe, my moſt va- 
luable daughter, be living, that I may write to the count, and to her if alive. 
You will beſtow a thouſand kiſſes and embraces upon my beloved daughter, 
whom I cheriſh as much as the apples of my eyes. I am, &c. 


WILLIAM STANHOPE AND HORACE WALPOLE TO THE DUKE 
| OF NEWCASTLE. 


Acquaints cardinal — with the arrwal of the duke of Ripperda in England. 
October 27, 1728. 

E have thought fit to lett both the cardinal and monſieur Chauvelin know, 

that the duke of Riperda was arrived in the weſt of England, and upon 

his road to London, and that the greateſt care ſnould be taken to keep him 

private, that his coming may give as little offence as poſſible. They both 

agreed in that opinion, and far from thinking that his majeſty ſnould give him 


up, intimated to us, that he ſhould be treated in ſo civil and generous a manner, 


as to be kept in good humour, and by no means diſobliged. 


BARON DE RIPPERDA TO THE DUKE DE RIPPERDA. 
| Groningen, October 30, 1728. 
MY wife has received letters from Vienna, wherein your retreat from Se- 
govia is approved with one common voice, and they hope that all this 


matter will go well, if you keep, with the people where you are, a reſerved Official trauſ⸗ 


condutt as to paſt affairs, and a filence with relation to them; for in this man- 
ner, thoſe princes you ſerved, will be contented and ſatisfied with your con- 
duct; and the emperor will, I hope, aſſiſt you, ſo that all may go well; and fo I 
hope, from your great knowledge and management, that you will bring all 


your affairs to a good end, for yourſelf, my mother, and us your children, who 
all 
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what condition you are in. You will tell me, as I direfted you in my other Period IV. 


1727 to 1730. 
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all depend on your great forecaſt, my mother and brothers being ſtill in that 
country of Spain: and fo I truft in God he will grant you what is moſt need- 
ful to both your body and ſoul, and for the comfort of all belonging to you. 
Beſides this, you very well know what a revolting nation England is, where 
they dare attack their own king. My grandmother, your mother-in-law, and 
your fiſters hope for the good fortune of ſeeing you in this country, ſo does 
my wife, who recommends herſelf to your affection. I could tell you more 
largely by word of mouth all that has paſt during your abſence from the mi- 
niſtry. Captain Heerma and monfieur Guidon are your humble ſervants. 
You are univerſally wiſhed for here; and I have wiſhed with great paſſion for 
your coming, believing it would be better for you honour, that you were here, 
rather than in England, unleſs, by agreement with the king of Spain, you are 
to make up ſome matters between the crowns, and that indeed would be a 
great honour for you, 1 am, &c. 


uE DUKE OF RIPPERDA To SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Congratulates him on the concluſion of the treaty of Seville. 
EXCELLENTISSIME DOMINE, 55 Soho Square, die 7 Januarii, 1729—30. 

*RIBUS abhinc menſibus febri, pedibus manibuſque laboravi; nec hodie 
uſum illorum recuperari potui. Excellentiam veſtram ex animo congra- 
tulor de concluſione tractatus Sevilienfis et anni hujus novi principio. Deus. 
addat multos felices, et glorioſos annos ad vitam veſtræ excellentiæ mihi ſu- 
mopere pretioſam. Peto ut mei recordetur, et fit certa excellentia veſtra 

quod ſummo fervore et ſinceritate animi, ſemper exiſtam. Excellentiſſime 
domine, excellentie veſtræ ſervus humilimus, et amicus fidelis. | 
; W. Dux ps RIP PER DA. 


DE 


1 
2 
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DE LA FAYE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 
Lord Townſhend complains of the duke of Newcaſtle for his official jealouſy, 


(Whitehall, May 14, 1728.) 1 Send you, dear fir, the incloſed by my 
lord Townſhend's order. You know how uneaſy his grace is, if my lord in- 
terferes in offering his thoughts upon his diſpatches, and therefore his lordſhip 
has been forced to take this turn to let you know by the king*s command, what 
uſe ſhould be made of ſome intercepted letters, which the duke will ſend you. 
You will find that his majefty has not only read this paper, but by a marginal 
remark writ, with his own hand, and ſigned by himſelf, has approved what is 
there ſuggeſted. His lordſhip therefore thinks that you ſhould in your diſ- 
patches to the duke, give an account of the anſwers you receive from the car- 
dinal upon theſe points, without taking notice whence you had the inſtruQtions, 
upon which you talk'd in that manner to his eminency, but rather letting 
them paſs as reflections of your own, and what aroſe from the drift of thoſe 


letters. His lordſhip bid me tell you, that he makes no queſtion but that you 


will manage the letters ſent you, in ſuch a manner, that it may not be perceiv- 
ed how, or whence you had your advices. 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE. 


fs apprehenſive left the cardinal ſhould not act with vigour, —But is ſatisfied 
with his behaviour at the conference, Sir Robert Walpole ſeems in earneſt 
about Mr. Stanhope's brother. 


DEAR SIR, Newcaſtle Houſe, May 14==2 5, 1728. 
Received with the greateſt pleaſure the favour of your letter, which you 
may be aſſured ſhall be kept to myſelf, and that I ſhall never make any 

ill uſe of the confidence you are ſo good as to have in me, which makes me 
Hope for a continuance of your favors of this kind. I am very ſenſible that 
the mild diſpoſition of the cardinal gives but too much reaſon to apprehend, 
he may not always act with that vigour and firmneſs with which he ſometimes 
talks, but the account of his behaviour at your conference, is indeed ſo good, 
and the anſwers he gave you upon the ſeveral points you putt to him, ſo ſtrong, 
that if we are thoroughly ſupported by the Dutch plenipotentiarys, as I dare 


ſay we ſhall be, I really believe the cardinal will do what is right, and we deſire 
of him. 


'Tis 
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Period IV. *Tis impoſſible in any diſpatch to give more fatisfaftion, than your joint one 
9 has done, as you will ſee by my anſwer to it. I conclude the congreſs will now 
ſoon open. Count Sinzendorff having left Vienna ſome time, I hope the 
cardinal will not have made many alterations in our inſtruftions. I fear mon- 
fieur Chauvelin will not have drawn the French ones in the manner we could 

wiſh, but if the cardinal ſticks to what he has promiſed, all muſt go well. 

We have little or no news ſtirring here, but general ſatisfaction at what 
paſſes abroad. Sir Robert ſeems quite in earneſt about your brother's affair, 
and I hope to ſend you a good account of it in a very ſhort time. This letter 
goes under de la Faye's cover, as I deſire you will continue to ſend thoſe you 
favour me with, whenever you have a leiſure hour. I ſhould be glad to hear 
from you; for many things muſt occur in your negociations, which I ſhall be 

glad to know; tho? perhaps you may not think proper to put them in your pub- 
lick diſpatches, and it will always be a particular ſatisfaction to. me to know 
your opinion upon every thing that happens. 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE. 


Informs him that his brother is diſappointed about the place, —Thinks fir Robert 
Walpole was fincere.—The king's prejudices againſt his brother, occaſioned the 
Failure. uy | 
>: DEAR SRK, | Newcaſtle Houſe, May 24— June 4, 1728. 
Harrington J Am perſuaded you will do me the juſtice to believe, that it is with the 
— greateſt concern that I now acquaint you, that poor Charles's affair has at 
Coy. laſt miſcarried, notwithſtanding the hopes I gave you of ſucceſs and certainty, 
I thought there was of it, till within theſe very few days. Sir Robert Walpole 
continued to give ſuch ſtrong aſſurances of his being for your brother, and 
only for him, that I could not have the leaſt doubt of it; and indeed, notwith- 
ſtanding what has happened, I muſt be ſo juſt to him, as to think he has been 
very ſincere, and has his ſhare of uneaſineſs upon it, It would be dwelling 
too long upon this diſagreeable ſubjeQ, to enter into all the particulars that 
have paſſed; however, I cannot forbear, in great confidence, acquainting you 
with the moſt material ones in the manner I have learnt them. 
Sir Robert continued to think almoſt to the laſt, as he did when you was in 
town, that the diſpoſition of the place would be left entirely to him; but he 
found at laſt, great encouragement had been given to another, if not almoſt 


a pro- 


n 
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a promiſe, for whom a Vacancy is, by the king's expreſs order, made in the Period IV. 
1727 to 1730. 
ON — 


board of trade, by removing Jack Chetwynd, and putting in fir Thomas 
Frankland. Soon after you left England, it was ſaid to fir Robert Walpole, 
that they believed you was not ſatisfied with what the king ſaid to you upon 
your application in favour of Charles, upon which I aſſured fir Robert, that 
by the king's way of talking, as I underſtood, you bad little reaſon to fear 
ſucceſs, were he (ſir Robert Walpole) for it. 
When fir Robert acquainted the king with the great diſappointment this 
would be to you, the king anſwered, you could not from what he ſaid to 
you, think he deſigned it for your brother. For that upon your ſaying you 


was ſorry the king had not a more favourable opinion of your brother, the 


king anſwered, he had a very good one of you. 

This being the ſtate of the caſe, I am really afraid old prejudices remain'd 
ſo ſtrong, that they were not to be got over, and I have good reaſon to think, 
that fir Robert has met with ſo much difficulty, and ſo many diſagreeable in- 
cidents in the diſpoſal of this employment, that the miſcarriage is not to be 
imputed to him. 


He has obliged fir William Yonge to take it, which was certainly never in- 


tended, for he never applied for Charles, but upon a ſuppoſition that ſir W. 
Yonge wou'd not have it, and one of the chief reaſons that fir Robert Wal- 
pole made him accept it, was the difficulty he finds in getting any thing for 
him, and that it made the diſappointment to Charles the eaſier. I have now 
told you as much as I can by letter, which in juſtice both to you and others, 
I thought myſelf oblig'd to do. I can with truth ſay, this affair gave me as 


much concern as it can do you; the only ſatisfaction I have is, that I have 


not omitted on my part, any one ſingle thing that cou'd have prevented what 
has happened; and whether we ſhall ever be able to mend things or not, I 
ſhall always be, with the moſt unfeigned ſincerity and affection to you, to 
Charles, and the whole family, &c. 


WILLIAM STANHOPE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


Expreſſes his great concern at the failure of his brother's eapectations. Is not 
convinced of fir Robert Walpole's ſincerity.—Thinks his coldneſs at firſt did 
him great hurt.—Is piqued that others are made peers. 
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MY LORD, June 8, 1729, 


— Received laſt night, by Ling, the meſſenger, the honour of your grace's 


Harrington 
Papers. 


—— ng 
Private. 


Copy. 


private letter of the 24th paſt, O. S. acquainting me with the ſucceſs of my 
brother's affair, which unexpected diſgrace, moved me more than ever I re- 
member myſelf to have been at any thing that ever happened to me in all my 
life; tho? at the ſame time I beg leave to affure your grace, that I never did 
or can one moment forgett the very kind and generous part which you and 
your brother have afted towards us from the beginning to the end of this af- 
fair. And I wiſh 1 could be equally clear in my opinion as to fir Robert 
Walpole's behaviour in it; for altho*-I am perſuaded from what your grace has 
been pleas'd to tell me, that towards the end he wou'd have liked to have had 
it gone in the manner you defir'd, I cant, however, help thinking, that his 


viſible coolneſs at the beginning, was a great occaſion of its miſcarrying. 


But I ſhall not detain your grace any longer upon ſo diſagreeable a ſubject, 
which I am fully perſuaded, from the many undoubted proofs I have had of 
your grace's friendſhip and good nature, muſt be painfull to you to refle& 
upon, as it is to myſelf. Though I can't help ſaying, if I miſtook the king, by 
applying what he ſaid to me to my brother, it was very natural for me to do, 
conſidering how it was introduced. viz, by my telling him, that if formerly 
he had received any ill impreſſions of my brother, I hoped they were at preſent 
removed, which being the caſe, I could not imagine that he meant to me the 
expreſſions of his good opinion, when my brother was the only ſubject of our 
converſation. At the ſame time with your grace's letter, I received one from 
my brother, full of the moſt gratefull ſentiments towards yourſelf and Mr. 
Pelham, for your ſincere and zealous endeayours to ſerve him in this as well 
as upon every other occaſion, and for your kind concern at the.diſappointment 
he has met withall: and I wiſh I could ſay, that the ill ſucceſs of this affair 


bad made no deeper impreſſions upon me, than I find it has upon him. 


But however I may be affeQed with what has happened, it ſhall never make 
me leſs zealous or diligent in the executing of his majeſty's commands to the 
beſt of my abilitys, whilſt I ſhall have the honour to remain in his ſervice. I 
obſerved that your grace takes no notice in your letter of the late promotion 
of ſeveral gentlemen to the peerage, which I attribute to your good nature, 
as unwilling to ſpeak at the ſame time upon two ſubjeas, almoſt equally diſ- 
agreeable to me, tho' I hope you will be aſſur'd, that whatever my diſappoint- 

ments 
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ments may be, and from whatever quarter they may come, I can never be ſo Period IV. 

weak as to be out of humour at whatever your grace ſhou'd think fit to ſay to 9 

me upon them, or doubt of your endeavours and deſires to have prevented 1728. 
them. I ſhould be glad to receive further lights from you in relation to my 

French ſecretary. For altho' I have never truſted him with any thing of 

conſequence, ſince my brother firſt writt to me upon his ſubje&, I ſhould be 

loath to ruin him for ever by turning him immediately out of my ſervice, un- 

leſs your grace ſhould think the ſuſpicion againſt him ſo well grounded, as to 

make it neceſſary, We ſet out to-morrow for Soiffons, from whence we ſhall 

very ſoon ſend another meſſenger to England, by whom I ſhall not fail to write 

fully, and in confidence to your grace, my opinion of the ſucceſs we are like to 

have at the congreſs. 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO LORD TOWNSHEND, 


Mr. Stanhope diſappointed that his brother is not appointed @ lord of the ad- 
miralty, and that himſelf is not made a peer. —Thinks his brother obnoxious 
to ſir Robert Walpole. — Praiſes the candour of Mr. Stanhope. Reflections 
on the point of Gibraltar,—1s of opinion, that it would be a _ meaſure 
to reſtore it to Spain, OO. | 

MY LORD, Paris, June 9, 1728. 

I Think it proper your lordſhip ſhould be appris'd, that Mr. Stanhope is ex- Townſhend 
tremely caſt down, on the double diſappointment of his brother's not being Fer. 

in the admiralty, and his own not being made a peer. The firſt, I find, he 

did not entirely reckon upon, on account of his brother's being perſonally 

diſagreeable to fir Robert Walpole; but the latter, he ſays the king had ab- 

ſolutely promis'd him, and that your lordſhip, fir Robert Walpole, and the 
duke of Newcaſtle had promis'd to be his remembrancers, and to ſupport his 
requeſt. He was going to write to your lordſhip by this meſſenger; but 
afterwards ſaid it was now too late, the affair was decided, and the main pre- 
tention on which he hoped to obtain this diſtinttion, which was that of his 
being firſt plenipotentiary at the congreſs, being overlooked, he could never 
hope to obtain this favour; that he was very ſure your lordſhip was his real 
friend, and had done all you could for him even in his abſence; and that the 
writing to you, would only be giving you a pain, which your kindneſs towards 
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him had very little deſerved. I ſhould do him great injuſtice, if I ſhould in- 
ſinuate. that this or any other private conſideration, was capable of altering 
his way of acting in the affairs we have to tranſatt together, which I do 
aſſure your lordſhip, has been hitherto accompanied with the greateſt open- 
neſs, candour, and honour. As it is of high importance, in my humble opi- 
nion, for the benefit of the ſervice, that he ſhould continue in the ſame ſenti- 
ments of reſpect and confidence towards your lordſhip, which I am very ſure 
he has, I would ſubmitt it to your lordſhip's conſideration, whether it might 
not be proper to enable me to ſay ſomething to him from your lordſhip upon 


this occaſion, which may convince him that you continue his friend. I muſt. 


own to your lordſhip, that I am very much pleaſed with him, and ſo is Mr. 
Walpole. But God is my witneſs, that in what I now write, I have no view to 
make my court to Mr. Stanhope or any one elſe, but only to continue to do 
all in my power towards preſerving that union and harmony, which I think 
neceſſary for the great work we have before us, which I am very ſure requires 
all helps of this kind. ” >» | 
I can ſee no daylight yet in the affairs of the congreſs, only thus much, that 


after we carry the point of Gibraltar, the Spaniards will leave no ſtone un- 


turned to hurt our commerce, in order to diſtrefs us into a compliance on the 
other point. The queen of Spain may have other views, but the cathokck 
king and the true Spaniards are animated againſt us by this ſingle conſidera- 


tion. God forbid that any Britiſh ſubje& ſhould think of giving up Gib- 


raltar in the preſent violent fituation of things, and under the rough treatment 
we meet with from Spain. But if the Spaniſh- plenipotentiarys, inſtead of 
demanding it peremptorily, were to ſett forth in an amicable manner, that the 
quadruple alliance having made great alterations in the. poſſeſſions aſcertained 
by the treaty of Utrecht, and the crown of Spain having acceeded to that al- 
liance, under hopes given both by England and France of their recovering a 
place extorted from them by the mere neceſlity of their affairs, they are ready 
to offer an equivalent for it, and only deſire a promiſe, that the conſideration 
of this equivalent may be ſubmitted to the king and his parliament, leaving 
our poſſeſſion in the mean time on the foot of our treatys, I muſt own, in 
ſuch a caſe, I ſhould not think any injury done us. This and fome advan- 
tage for the queen of Spain's family, conſiſtent with the balance of Europe, 
might perhaps procure a general pacification, and reduce the emperor to rea- 
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fon, Without ſomething of this kind, I fear no peace can be of long dura- Period IV. 
tion, nor our commerce to Spain and the Weſt Indies ever be free from loſſes 77“ 7 


and interruption. | 

I beg ten thouſand pardons for preſuming to offer my poor thoughts to your 
lordſhip, on ſo delicate an affair, but I ſhall endeavour to make amends by ex- 
ecuting my inſtructions with all the ſubmiſſion, diligence, and exaQneſs, that 
my infirm ſtate of body and mind will permitt me; having no other ambition 


in the world, but by acting the part of an honeſt man, to deſerve the conti- 
nuance of that proteQion from your lordſhip, which has made the honour and 
happineſs of my life. I pray God to reſtore to your lordſhip perfett health, 
accompanied with all poſſible happineſs to yourſelf and family, and am with 
the warmeſt devotion and reſpect, &c. 


* 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE, 
Condoles with him on his brother's diſappointment. A ſſures him that the king 
always mentions him with terms of regard, 


DEAR SIR, Claremont, June 3— 14, 1728. 
J Had the favour of your very kind letter of the 8th of June, and if any 


thing cou'd add to my concern in your late diſappointment, it wou'd be 


your goodneſs to me in allowing me to have a very great ſhare in whatever 
happens to you or your family, that is diſagreable to you. I did not 
indeed trouble you about the promotion of the lords, imagining that might 
give you ſome concern, when you had but too much upon poor Charles's 
account, Under theſe circumſtances, the only comfort I can give you, 
and that is but ſmall, is, that the king, whenever he mentions you, which he 
does very often, does it with the greateſt regard imaginable; and I verily be- 
lieve, has an entire confidence in you. Your reſolution of not letting any 
of theſe incidents affe& you in the execution of the king's buſineſs, is ſo like 
yourſelf, that it cannot be too much commended. 

But to leave this diſagreable ſubje&, with aſſuring you of mine and my 
brother's firm reſolutions to contribute the little in our power, conſtantly to 
promote whatever may be to your ſatisfaction, or for the intereſt of your fa- 
mily; I muſt acquaint you, that Mr. Walpole's account from Compiegne, of 
the cardinal's and monſieur Chauvelin's diſcourſe with Bournonville about 
Gibraltar, and the cardinal's reſentment att the unaccountable behaviour of the 
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court of Vienna, about the affair of Mecklenburgh, has given us the greateſt 
ſatisfaction; and indeed, I begin to hope you will not have much difficulty 
at the congreſs, at leaſt about Gibraltar, for it is not poſſible to be more“ #* 
* * than the cardinal has been upon it. I hope ſoon to have an account 
of your opening the congreſs, and as your letters are moſt wellcome to me, I 
ſhou'd be extream glad to have your opinion of the ſucceſs you are like to have. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO STEPHEN POYNTZ. 


On Mr. Stanhope's diſcontent, Juſtiſies fir Robert Walpole.— King's perſonal 
diſlike to Charles Stanhope, and though warmly preſſed by fir Robert Walpole, 
refuſes to grant a peerage. —Promiſes his ſupport. —Approves the propoſal 
to reſtore Gibraltar, but declares his opinion, that the nation will never conſent 
to it. 

SIN, Whitehall, June 3—14, 1728, 

J Received your letter, and am extremely obliged to you for the friendly 
part you act towards me, in acquainting me with the uneaſineſs which Mr, 

Stanhope ſeems to be under at preſent. For as I have a real value and re- 

ſpe& for that gentleman, you may imagine that I muſt be very ſollicitous to 

clear up any matter, that can poſſibly give him the leaſt room to Goube of the 
ſincerity of my friendſhip for him. 
As to his brother's not being in the adiniralty, I can with great truth aſſure 


you, that that diſappointment did not at all proceed from any perſonal diſlike 


conceiv'd againſt him by ſir Robert Walpole, who recommended him in the 
ſtrongeſt manner to the king, and eſpouſed his intereſt with ſo much warmth, 
as even to hazard the loſs of his credit with his majeſty for ever. But after 
the moſt earneſt and repeated ſollicitations in behalf of Mr. Stanhope, the king 


abſolutely refuſed to preferr him to the admiralty, with ſome expreſſions of 


reſentment againſt fir Robert Walpole, for having recommended him. 

As to the other point of the peerage, I dare ſay, that when Mr. Stanhope 
knows the true ſtate of the caſe, he will not think he has any reaſon to be diſ- 
ſatisfy*d with the conduR of his friends in that particular. A few days before 
the prorogation of the parliament, my brother Walpole waited upon the king, 
and told him, that this would be a proper time to fulfill his gracious intentions 
towards thoſe whom he had promiſed to promote to the honour of peerage. 
His majeſty ſeem'd much diſpleaſed at this propoſal, and ſaid he was deter- 

mined 
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mined not to make any promotion of that kind. This anſwer, tho? it was de- Period IV. 
liver'd with a good deal of warmth, did not hinder my brother Walpole from 2 ni ooo 
renewing his inftances upon this ſubjeft, but to no purpoſe. The next morn- 1728, 
ing his majeſty told my brother . Walpole with ſome vehemence, that if he 
muſt make ſome new lords, he was reſolved to make only four, and mention'd 
thoſe whoſe names you have ſeen in the printed papers. My brother endea- 
vour'd to perſuade him to add fome who had equal pretenſions with thoſe he 
had named, and repreſented to him, that this creation would be much ſmaller 
than had been uſual at the beginning of a reign, but his majeſty abſolutely re- 
fuſed to make any more. I mult acquaint you in confidence, that fir Thomas 
Saunderſon, who, as heir to my lord Caſtleton, had a very juſt claim to have been 
diſtinguiſh'd upon this occafion, could not obtain that favour, notwithſtanding. 
the moſt preſſing ſollicitations of my lord Scarborough, who, upon his appli- 
cation to her majeſty, to uſe her good offices in favour of his brother, was 
anſwer*d, that ſhe durſt ſay no more to the king upon this head. 

This being the true ſtate of that affair, I hope Mr. Stanhope will not think 
that his pretenſions have ſuffered by any coolneſs or indifference on our part; 
and as it is very probable that upon the breaking up of the congreſs, his ma- 
jeſty may be diſpoſed to ſhew a due regard to the merit of one who muſt have ſo 
conſiderable a ſhare in the affairs that are to be tranſacted there, he may de- 
pend upon my utmoſt endeavours to obtain that diſtinction, which he is ſo 
juſtly entitled to. I beg you will aſſure him from me, that as I have ever 
ſince my firſt acquaintance with him, profeſs'd a real value and eſteem for 
him, I ſhall always behave myſelf in every thing where his intereſt is con- 
cerned, in ſuch a manner, as to give him no room to repent the confidence he 
is pleaſed to expreſs in the ſincerity of my good wiſhes towards him. 

What you propoſe in relation to Gibraltar, is certainly very reaſonable, 
and is exactly conformable to the opinion, which you know I have always en- 
tertain'd concerning that place. But you cannot but be ſenſible of the vio- 
| lent and almoſt ſuperſtitious zeal, which has of late prevailed among all par- 
= ; tys in this kingdom, againſt any ſcheme for the reſtitution of Gibraltar upon 


5 any conditions whatſoever. And I am afraid, that the bare mention of a pro- 
: 7 poſal, which carry'd the moſt diſtant appearance of laying England under an 
E . obligation of ever parting with that place, would be ſufficient to put the whole 
+ nation in a flame. In my opinion, all we can do to ſoften the king of Spain, 
. and to appeaſe the ill will which the Spaniſh nation has conceived againſt us, 
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Period IV. will be to conſent to ſuch propoſals as may prevent the unlawfull trade, which 


1727 to 1730. 
1 


Weſton 
Papers. 


Walpole 
Papers. 


is alledg'd by the Spaniards to be carry'd on by the South Sea company, 
without rendering ineffectual the privilege which is granted to that company 


by the aſſiento treaty, of ſending one ſhip annually to the Spaniſh Welt 
Indies. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Sends to the king a letter from the duke of Wharton to Horace Walpole, — 
Defires inſtructions may be forwarded to Paris on that ſubject. 


MY LORD, | Hockrel, June 29— July 10, 1728. 
J Send your lordſhip a letter from the duke of Wharton to my brother at 

Paris, which the meſſenger brought hither to me this morning. I beg you 
will lay it before the king, and take his majeſtie's orders upon the ſubjeQ, and 
tranſmitt them to my brother, which he is very deſirous to receive without 
loſſe of time, that he may know in what manner to behave himſelf when 
the duke of Wharton is at Paris. I am ſorry the duke of Wharton men- 
tions me in particular, which putts me under ſome difficulty, but I cannot for- 
bear ſaying, I ſee no reaſon for his majeſty's altering the orders he has already 
given about the duke of Wharton, but think it neceſſary that my brother 
ſhould be acquainted in form by a ſecretary of ſtate, with the king s pleaſure 
upon this ſubje&, without loſs of time. 

If his majeſty ſhould ever be induced to think of pardoning the duke of 
Wharton, *tis ſurely now adviſable to carry on the proſecution, when there are 
legal and full evidences, which may be afterwards hard to come at, and mercy 
is no leſſe in the king's power after conviction. 


THE DUKE OF WHARTON TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


[Encloſed in the preceding letter.] 


Acknowledges that the king's clemency was owing to the regard fir Robert 
Walpole had for his father.—Requeſts Horace Walpole to intercede for him. 


SIR, Lions, June 28, 1728, 

OUR excellency will be ſurpriz'd to receive a letter from me, but the 

clemency with which the government of England has treated me, which 
is 
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is in a great meaſure owing to your brother's regard to my father's memory, 
makes me hope that you vill give me leave to expreſs my gratitude for it. 

Since his preſent majeſty's acceſſion to the throne, I have abſolutely refus'd 
to be concerned with the pretender or any of his affairs, and during my ſtay 
in Italy have behav'd myſelf in a manner that doctor Peters, Mr. Godolphin, 
and Mr. Mills can declare to be conſiſtent with my duty to the preſent king. 
I was forc'd to go to Italy, to get out of Spain, where if my true defign had 
been known, I ſhould have been treated a little ſeverely. 

I am coming to Paris, to put myſelf entirely under your excellency's 
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protection, and hope that ſir Robert Walpole's good nature will prompt him 


to ſave a family, which his generoſity induced him to ſpare. If your excel- 


lency would permitt me to wait upon you for an hour, I am certain you 
would be convinc't of the ſincerity of my repentance for my former madneſs, 
would become an advocate with his majeſty to grant me his moſt gracious 
pardon, which, it is my comfort, I ſhall never be required to purchaſe by 
any ſtep unworthy of a man of honnour. I do not intend, in caſe of the king's 
allowing me to paſs the evening of my days under the ſhadow of his royal 
proteUion, to ſee England for ſome years, but ſhall remain in France or Ger- 
many, as my friends ſhall adviſe, and enjoy country ſports till all former ſtorys 
are buried in oblivion. I beg of your excellency to let me receive your or- 
ders at Paris, which I will ſend to your hoſtel to receive. The dutcheſs of 
Wharton, who is with me, deſires leave to wait on Mrs. Walpole, if you think 
proper. I am, &c. 


THE DUKE OF WHARTON TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


Requeſts his interceſſion to obtain his pardon, 

SIR, July 6, 1728, 
HE friendſhip which your excellency has allways had for my family, makes 
me hope that you will not decline to become an advocate in my favour 
with the king, that his majeſty may be graciouſly pleas'd to allow me the honour 
imploring his royal pardon for my paſt conduct, and that in order to it, his 
majeſty will permit me to make him an humble tender of my duty in a letter, 
in which I may have an opportunity of expreſſing the real ſentiments of my 
heart, and my unalterable reſolution to paſs the remainder of my days as it be- 
comes a dutiful ſubject, who has allready received the ſtrongeſt proofs of his 
VOL. II. PART II. 4M majeſty's 
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| lity to his majeſty's perſon and government, and deſiring that I would lay be- 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


majeſty's great clemency, and who is conſequently tied to his duty by gra- 
titude as well as inclination. I ſhall eſteem this as the greateſt mark of your 
excellency's good nature, for really your tranſmitting of my humble requeſt 
to the king, will be an act of generoſity that ſhall be always acknowledged. 

P. S. If your excellency favours me with an anſwer of this letter, directed 
to me at Roen, it will aſſurely reach me as it will charm me, 


HORACE WALPOLE TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


Vifit of the duke of Wharton. | 

: MY LORD, - Paris, July 6, 1728, 
YESTERDAY about noon, while I was engaged with ſome company in 
my own houſe, my page brought me word, that there was a ſervant at the 
door, who defired to know, when a gentleman, who was lately arrived from 
Lyons, and had ſomething in particular to ſay to me, might ſee me. I ap- 
pointed him to come this morning at eight o'clock, at which time the duke of 
Wharton made me a viſit, and introduced himſelf by telling me, that he could 
not ſufficiently expreſs his gratitude for the great goodneſs and clemency of 
the government of England, in not proceeding againſt him with that ſeverity, 
which his behaviour had deſerved; which he was perſuaded proceeded from a 
regard to his father's memory. That he could ſincerely aſſure me, that he had 
not been any ways concerned in the intereſt or ſervice of the pretender, nor 
with any perſon that belonged to him, for ſome months before the death of his 
late majeſty, or ever fince his prefent majeſty's ſucceſſion to the crown. That 
he had indeed lately paſſed through Parma, where the pretender and ſeveral 
of his adherents were with him, but that he had induſtrioufly avoided to ſpeak 
with any of them, keeping conſtantly company with thoſe Engliſh that are 
known to be well affected to his majeſty's government. That he was now de- 
termined to fling himfelf at the king's feet, to implore his mercy, pardon, and 
protection; having taken a fixed reſolution to behave himſelf as a faithfull 
ſubje& to his majeſty for the remainder of his life, and ſhould retire to ſuch 
place, and continue there for ſuch time as his majeſty ſhould think fit, without 
being at all concerned in any affairs, with much more to the ſame effect; 
which he expreſſed with that eloquence, which is ſo natural to him; accom- 
panying this declaration with the moſt ſolemn proteſtations of a conſtant fide- 
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fore the king what he had ſaid, and ſupport it with my intereſt and credit for Period IV. 
. . 2 23 . 1727 to 1730. 
obtaining his majeſty's grace and forgiveneſs; intimating to me, that he was 
ready to make his ſubmiſſion to his majeſty, in a letter that he would write him- 1728. 
ſelf to the king for that purpoſe. | | 
I told the duke of Wharton, that I could make him no other anſwer to this 


ſolemn declaration, confidering the notoriety of his actions, than that if he ex- 


peRed I ſhould as a miniſter ſay any thing to the king about him, I muſt de- 
fire he would give it me in writing, and I would not fail, on account of his 
great quality, and of his being ſtill a peer of Great Britain, to tranſmit it to 
your grace, for his majeſty's commands upon it. But I could not help aſking 


' him, what ſecurity he could give for a more ſettled and regular behaviour, 


conſidering the conſtant variety of contradictions in his life, both in religion 
and politicks, for ſo many years. To which indeed he had little to ſay, beſides 
the aſſurances of becoming entirely a new man, and of proving it by his fu- 
ture behaviour; that he was ready to let me know any thing with regard to 
the pretender, as far as was conſiſtent with his honour, in not betraying or do- 
ing the leaſt harm to any perſon that had been concerned with him; and ſpoke 
of the late biſhop of Rocheſter on this occaſion, with ſome regard, to whom 
he was reſolved to return ſome original papers, that he might be convinced, 
that he would not have it even in his power to hurt him, 

He then gave me by fits, and in a rambling way, that was entertaining 


enough, on account of ſeveral of his late motions and actions, while he was in 


the pretender's ſervice, and particularly in Spain, with which it is unneceſſary, 
and of no ſervice to trouble your grace at preſent, And he concluded with 
telling me, that he would go to his lodgings, which were in a garret, where the 
dutcheſs of Wharton was likewiſe with him, and would write me a letter; and 
immediately without making the leaſt ſtay or appearance here, retire to Rouen 
in Normandy, and there expect my anſwer, after I ſhall have given an ac- 
count of him to England. But before he left me, he aſked me my opinion as 
a friend, whether he ſhould immediately reſign the king of Spain's commiſ- 
ſion as an officer in his army; I civilly declined to give him my advice one 
way or other in it. Upon my return this evening from Verſailles, I found a 
letter from his grace, of which the incloſed“ is a copy. The pre- 
The duke of Wharton told me in confirmation of what Mr. Allen wrote beding letter. 
lately about the pretender at Parma, that the duke of Parma, upon the pre- 
tender's arrival there, ſent him his own guards to attend him, viſited him 
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Period IV. both at the place where he was lodged, as well as in the boxes at the opera, 


1727t01730, 
— 


Walpole. 
P apers. 


Walpole 
Papers. 


| Gi UID 


gave him the rank, and publickly treated him in every reſpoQ as king of Great 
Britain; and particularly, that when the duke of Wharton took his leave of 
the duke of Parma at the opera, having firſt let him know, that he could not 
come into the box where his highneſs was, on the account of a certain perſon 
being there, meaning the pretender, the duke of Parma came out of the box 


to him, and took an occaſion to ſay, that he did not fear the Engliſh; for their 


fleet could not come to him at Parma. 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO HORACE WALPOLE, 


Approves his conduct towards the duke of Wharton, and declares the king's reſo- 
| lution not to recerve any application. 
SIR, | = Whitehall, July 112, 1728. 
HAVING laid before the king your excellency's letter, giving an account 
of a viſit you had received from the duke of Wharton, and incloſing a 
copy of a letter he wrote to you afterwards upon the ſame occaſion, I am 
commanded to let you know, that his majeſty approves what you ſaid to 


the duke, and your behaviour towards him; but that the duke of Wharton 


has conducted himſelf in ſo extraordinary a manner, ſince he left England, and 
has ſo openly declared his diſaffection to the king and his government, by 
Joining with and ſerving under his majeſty's profeſſed enemys, that his ma- 
jeſty does not think fit to receive any application from him. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


Duke of Wharton renews his connection with the jacobites. 

MY LORD, Paris, Auguſt 14, 1728. 
HAVING already acquainted your grace, that the jacobites had a deſign 

of printing a manifeſto here in favour of the pretender, by way of addreſs 
to the ſeveral powers aſſembled at the congreſs; I have been fince told 
by the Garde des Sceaux, that he had ſeized the whole impreſſion, and put an 
effectual ſtop to it. And Mr. Robinſon having been again at the priſon of the 
Chatelet, to ſee M. Aderhelm, has obtained of him a copy of the ſaid ma- 


nifeſto, with the dedutions defign'd to be annexed to it, which I have the 


honour to ſend your grace incloſed. In the mean while, I am informed, that 
the 
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the duke of Wharton, having upon what bas paſſed with relation to him in Period IV. 
England, renewed his commerce with the jacobites, and publickly profeſſed 3 
his attachment to the pretender and the catholick religion, is now at Diepe, in 1729. 
company with Miſt, the printer; and it is not impoſſible, but they may be 

forming ſome deſign to print this piece, either there or at Roiien, i in which laſt 

place at leaſt there are preſſes. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 
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Imperial miniſters cabal with oppoſition, and draw their accounts arincizatl 
| from them. 


MY DEAR LORD, London, February 11, 1728—9. 


HE conſtant multiplicity of buſineſs here in parliament, has been the rea- Waldegrave 
ſon why I have not ſooner acknowledged your kind letters fince my ar- Fer. 

rivall; but now the moſt materiall points are over, with as great a ſuperiority 
on the fide of the court, and indeed with as much zeal and ſtedyneſs as I ever 
ſaw in a majority. I hope this will find you and your court fully convinced, 
that this parliament will heartily ſupport his majeſty, to bring matters to a de- 
cifion by peace or war, as they have already done to bring them to the 
preſent criſis. As you will receive every thing that is neceſſary from lord 
Townſhend, for your intelligence and direction at this juncture, I ſhall 

not trouble you on that head, but only obſerve, that I am ſorry to ſee 
that I find I doe not know by what fatality, that all the imperiall miniſters 
that come to this court, of what condition and quality ſo ever they are, will 
think the beſt way of doing their buſineſs, and of being informed, is to ſeek 
the acquaintance of thoſe whoſe views naturally lead them to keep up the 
miſunderſtanding between his majeſty and the emperour, and for that purpoſe 
are very induſtrious to give the imperiall miniſters here, a falſe repreſentation 
of things. Count Starembergh fell ſomewhat into this miſtake at the latter 
end of his miniſtry ; tho? in the main he did well, and was reſpetted. But every 
miniſter ſince him, from Vienna, has taken care to be entangled in a wilder- 
neſs of errors, and to fancy by getting falſe lights, they are able to learn more 
than others, who know the true ſtate of things here. 
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Period IV. LORD TOWNSHEND TO STEPHEN POYNTZ, 
1727 to 1730. 


Ly Complains of the uncertain ſituation of affairs, and ſtates the neceſſity that 


France ſhould explicitly declare her intentions, without which the 6 
cannot be managed. 


DEAR SIR, | Whitehall, February 21, 1728=9, 
Poyntz Y OUR diſpatches by Molloy, have given me more uneaſineſs, than ever I 
eben felt in my life; and as I have, as you know, more confidence in you, 
Private. than in any man living, I cannot help giving, in the utmoſt ſecrecy, you the 
trouble, and myſelf the comfort, of opening my mind to you upon the preſent 
ſituation of affairs. I agree perfectly with the cardinal in what he ſays in his 
letter to Mr. Walpole, that the aſſurances given by Sinzendorf on the one 
Hand, and by+ Bournonville on the other, and the proviſional treatys not 
having been as yet rejected by the courts of Vienna and Madrid, are conſi- 
derations ſufficient to juſtify our not having come to a rupture as yet. I 
likewiſe agree ſtill farther, that no ſtep towards a war, ought openly to be 
made by us, till after the arrival of the gallions, and till we ſee whether the Be. 
effects will be deliver'd out purſuant to the preliminarys. In acquieſcing ſo 3 
far, I have no difficulty. But what grieves me is, to ſee the cardinal fo averſe je 
to the explaining himſelf, in confidence to the king, upon the meaſures to be 
taken by the allyes of Hanover, in caſe the emperor and queen of Spain, 
ſhould either refuſe to deliver out the effects, purſuant to the preliminarys, 
or ſhould not give a ſatisfactory anſwer as to the concluding the proviſional 
treaty. 
The allys of Hanover, have in their hands, ſtrength ſufficient to bring their 
enemys to reaſon: they have given each other ſufficient proofs of their fidelity 
to their engagements. They therefore ought ſo far to conſult their own honor 
and intereſt, as not to ſuffer themſelves to be intangled, and put under diffi- 
cultys, and even inſulted in the eye of all Europe, by trifling and unreaſona- 
ble delays in carrying on the negociation; but to be prepared to act in con- 
cert, as well in what relates to the method of carrying on the treaty, as to 
| military operations, in caſe thoſe ſhould become neceſſary. The cardinal has 
| had ſufficient experience of our ſecreſy; and therefore muſt know that he | 
might ſecurely open himſelf to the king, without running any riſk of having __ 
his thoughts come to the knowledge, either of the court of Vienna, or of that N 
of Madrid; and therefore, that no ill conſequence could poſſibly attend his 


doing 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 639 


doing it. If the cardinal knew our ſituation here, he would be convinced of Period IV. 
the neceſſity there is of his acting this friendly part towards the king, and that! — 
the true intereſt of France, requires he ſhould do it. He is miſtaken, if he 1729. 
thinks, that the parliament is influenced by money, to be thus unanimous in the 
ſupporting his majeſty in all he has done. This zeal proceeds from the chief 
men in both houſes being convinced, that the meaſures his majeſty has hitherto 
taken are right; but theſe perſons, tho' they have heartily concurred in what 
has been done hitherto, are under the greateſt anxiety, at the uncertain ſtate 
of our affairs; and will not be kept much longer in ſuſpence. 
We ſhall raiſe three millions five hundred thouſand pounds this year, which 
is above one million five hundred thouſand pounds more than our ordinary 
expences in time of peace; and if we are not enabled to give aſſurances, at 
leaſt privately to the members of weight and intereſt in both houſes, before 
they are prorogued, that matters are agreed and concerted between his ma- 
jeſty and France, in ſuch a manner that they may depend either upon ſeeing 
an honourable end ſoon put to our preſent diſturbances by negociation, or that 
the allys of Hanover have taken meaſures to do themſelves juſtice by force 
of arms, the king's credit and influence in this parliament will be entirely loſt, 
which is an extremity the king muſt never ſuffer himſelf to be drove to. 
The confuſions and misfortunes that attended the reigns of king Charles the 
firſt, and the ſecond, and king James, in differing with their parliaments, are too 
recent, and too notorious to be forgot. If therefore his eminency 1s not to 
be prevailed upon to open himſelf confidently to his majeſty, and to lay down 
ſuch methods, as appear proper for bringing the allys of Hanover out of this 
vp ſtate of uncertainty (which 1s the only circumſtance that makes the parliament 
5 : uneaſy under the preſent burthens) the king muſt determine in that caſe, by 
E leſſening his expences abroad, to eaſe the nation of the greateſt part of the 
additional taxes they now bear. Should we be obliged to go into this mea- 
ſure, by France's not opening her ſentiments freely to us, our allys cannot 
with reaſon complain. His eminency muſt remember, that we have fairly and 
honeſtly repreſented the difficultys we ſhall labour under, which may all be 
removed in caſe France will explain herſelf with confidence as to the methods 
by which ſhe thinks we are to conduct ourſelves towards putting a ſpeedy end 
to the preſent diſorders and diſturbances in which Europe is involved. - Our 
requeſt muſt be own'd to be reaſonable, and what ought not be denied to 


allys, 
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Period IV. allys, eſpecially to ſuch as have behaved as we have done. And fo far we 
8 ſhall be excuſable before God and man, be the event what it will. 


Poyntz 


Papers. 


I trouble you with this long epiſtle, with no other view than to open my mind 
to you freely, and without reſerve. You know the reproaches I have with 
patience born, upon the account of the ſhare I had in forming this allyance. 
It is therefore very natural-I ſhould be very much concern'd for its ſucceſs. 
I write in the greateſt confidence to you, and to you alone; and can depend 
upon your friendſhip to excuſe any weakneſs that may be found, as to the 
manner in which I have expreſſed myſelf; as to the preſent temper and diſpoſi- 
tion of this country, I am ſure I have given a true and faithful account of 
it. I am, with the greateſt ſincerity and affeQtion, dear fir, yours, &c. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO STEPHEN POYNTZ. 


Encloſes a letter to ſhew the cardinal, or not, according to his diſcretion, with a 
view to diſcover his intentions, and to be delivered from the uncertain ſlate 
of things. 8 

DEAR POYNTZ, Whitehall, February 21, 1728—9. 
OU have the incloſed from me, to be made uſe of as you ſhall think moſt 
for the king's ſervice. You may communicate it to the cardinal as from 
yourſelf, in confidence, or let it alone, juſt as you ſhall judge it may be beſt 
for the purpoſe to which it is intended. You ſee my chief aim is to bring the 
cardinal to a clear explanation, whether in caſe Spain ſhould refuſe to ſign the 
proviſional treaty, he will take vigorous meaſures to bring matters to a ſpeedy 
deciſion; or if he is determin'd ſtill to continue negociating, you will endeavour 
to draw from him, what method he will take to carry on, and the terms upon 
which he intends to finiſh theſe pacifick negociations: ſince it is evident to us 
all here, that this nation will not long bear the preſent uncertain ſtate of things. 

This letter, therefore, is ſolely calculated to let the cardinal ſee the neceſſity we 

ſhall be under to reduce our expences, if he does not, by opening himſelf 

clearly to us, deliver us from our preſent ſtate of uncertainty. You can 
beſt judge what effect this way of reaſoning may have upon him; we 
have tried all others, but to little purpoſe. You have the king's leave, there- 
fore, to ſhew it him, as from yourſelf, in great confidence; or te burn it, as 
you ſhall think moſt for his majeſty's ſervice, 
| Give 
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Give me leave to ſuggeſt to you, whether you might not try the cardinal Period IV. 

by talking calmly to him at firſt, as from yourſelf only, the ſubſtance of this T. 173; 
encloſed letter, as your own notion and apprehenſions as to the danger we in 1729. 
common run, in caſe France continued us any longer in the preſent ſtate of 
uncertainty. If you find this way of arguing has a good effect, then to pro- 

duce in confidence to him my letter, to corroborate what you ſhall have ſaid. 

There is this further advantage in mentioning this firſt as from yourſelf, for 

you may then take notice to the cardinal, of what you ſaid to him, and of what 

his eminency anſwered you, in your diſpatch to the duke of Newcaſtle, which 

_ otherwiſe you muſt avoid doing. Your's moſt affeQionately, &c. 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE, 


Reaſons for preferring an alliance with the emperor to one with Spain, if im- 
poſſible with both, —Differs from lord Townſhend. —Ineffetiual attempts of the 
queen to reconcile their 0pinzons. 
DEAR SIR, Whitehall, May 22— June 2, 1729. 
Have not troubled Horace or you with any privates of late, having been in Harrington 


: ſome hurry upon the king's going, and having not had much of conſe. Pes. 
4 quence to ſend you. You will ſe by the encloſed paper, which is what I Private. 


FFT 


wrote to lord Townſhend, that Kinſki has again renewed his negotiation here; 


and I can alſo tell you, that he went ſo far with the queen as to own he had 
power to ſign the proviſional treaty, notwithſtanding he had talked quite in a 


Copy. 
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different ſtrain both to ſir Robert Walpole and to me. What will become 

of this, nobody can tell; but ſure if we can't make up with the emperor and 

Spain, it muſt be more adviſable to make up ſingly with the emperor than 

with Spain, ſince we may probably do it att a cheaper rate, and the conſe- 

quences of a breach with Spain, I think not for many reaſons ſo bad as they 

would be with the emperor. Neither can I ſuppoſe France would go along 

' with us. And now I am upon the ſubje& of France, we are very impatient 

here, to know what the cardinal will do in caſe of a refuſal from Spain. Sure 

he muſt and will do ſomething; for I muſt own, I think, if this ſummer ends 

as the laſt did, nobody can tell what will be the conſequence of it next winter. 

Peace is belt of all, and the preſent uncertain ſituation almoſt the worſt. 
Theſe, I believe, are the thoughts of moſt of the king's ſervants that are 

now here; tho' our friend“ that is gone to Hanover, differs toto c/o. The * Lord 

| | Townſhend, 
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Harrington | * 


Papers. 


Private. 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 


queen and ſeveral common friends took much pains with him to reconcile us, 
but to no purpoſe. What I have ſaid about Kinſki, I only write for your in- 
formation. You may communicate the encloſed paper to both your col- 
leagues, but only to Horace the other parts of my letter, and J muſt defire 
they would not let any body know, I have ſent any account of what has paſſed 
here with Kinſki, Whenever Horace or you can ſpare time to write me a 


Private, you will infinitely oblige, &c. 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE. 


Apprehenſions of the deſigns of the French miniſtry.—Complains of lord Townſ- 
hend for keeping a negotiation ſecret.— Highly commends the friendſhip of 
fir Robert Walpole.—To be communicated only to Horace Walpole. 

DEAR SIR, | | | Whitehall, April r5, 1729. 
OU may eaſily imagine, from the cardinal's anſwer to Mr. Walpole, 
which I received this morning, that we are very impatient to hear, what 
the things of importance are. We hope and conclude, that it is ſome propoſal 
to bring things to an iſſue; and as it looks, both our accounts from Spain as 
well as from Vienna, that thoſe two courts are not at preſent extreamly ſatis- 
fied with each other, poſlibly we may receive ſome good news, at leaſt ſomething 
that may get us out of the preſent ſtate of ſuſpence one way or other. Chau- 
velin's letters, that I ſent you, were very bad; and if France be, as I hope it 
is not, in that way of thinking, I don't ſee where we ſhall have an end. You 
will, I fancy, be ſurprized att my lord Townfhend's to me, it was originally 
wrote to Delafaye, but upon my inſiſting to ſend his letter for your inſtruction, 
he addreſſed the letter to me. I muſt own in confidence to you and Horace, 
that it was on a ſubject, that I had rather his lordſhip ſhould write on than 
myſelf, eſpecially ſince it related to a negotiation, that had been on foot 
ever fince 18th March, and had been kept a fecret in great meafure from 
us all. 

You ſee by this, things continue with us much as you left them, and that 
there is nothing I will conceal from you. I ſhall only make one remark, that 
your friend, my lord Townſhend, has forgot you was tn France, But now 
I am upon your own ſubjed, I can't forbear expreffing to you my concern, 
that things did not happen here as you wiſhed. The only comfort I have, is, 


my firm perſuaſion, that you are not only convinced of mine, but of fir Ro- 


bert's 
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heartily, than a moſt perfect good correſpondence between you, ſir Robert, 
and our friend Horace, to all whom I am a moſt ſincere and faithful friend 
and ſervant, Forgive me for troubling you upon this ſubjeQ, but I am ſure 
you cannot take it amiſs. As I promiſed, ſo you may depend on hearing con- 
ſtantly how things go here. My letters, I always reckon in common to you 
and Horace, but as poor Poyntz don't know upon how bad a foot things are 
here amongſt us, and I am perſuaded, would be heartily ſorry for it, if he did, 
I muſt begg of you to take no notice of it to him, at leaſt from me, My 
compliments to all friends, 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO SIR HANS SLOANE, 


Recommends Chambers, the author of the dictionary. 
SIR, Chelſea, June 9, 1729, 


Have heard a very great character of Mr. Ephraim Chambers, and of his Britiſh Mu- 


dictionary of Arts and Sciences, in 2 vols. in folio, which has met with 


great applauſe in foreign countries as well as here. The ingenious author Shane MSS, 


thereof, has deſired me to recommend him to you, and to requeſt that you 
would uſe your intereſt with your friends in the city, that he may ſucceed 
Mr. Tooke, as mathematicall profeſſor of Greſham college. What ſervice 


you pleaſe to do him, upon this requeſt of myne, ſhall be regarded as a par- 
_ ticular act of friendſhip. | 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE, 


The miniſters of England deſirous to make up with the emperor, with a view to 
get rid of the German diſputes, and to declare war againſt Spain as more 
popular. — The inſincere and evaſive conduct of the court of Vienna, renders 
an accommodation impratticable.—Anfwer to Mr. Stanhope's demand of the 
vice chamberlain's place. Vill ſupport his promotion to the peerage. 

DEAR SIR, Kenſington, June 12=23, 1729. 
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bert's ſincerity and zeal in the thing. For there is nothing that I can wiſh more Period IV. 
| 1727 to 1730. 
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1729. 


ſeum, 


4065. 


1 Received with great pleaſure your private letters by monſieur Villette, and Harrington 


I muſt own, I thought your reaſonings in it ſo ſtrong, that for your own 


Papers. 


fake, as well as to juſtify the ſtep you had taken in the orders ſent to Keene, Private. 


I ſhewed it the queen, upon whom it had the deſired effect, and you will re- 
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ceive by this meſſenger her majeſty's entire approbation of your condutt. 
You will have heard we were here rather for making up with the emperor, 
if that could have been done, and that for theſe reaſons, that we ſhould then 


have gott rid of all the diſagreable German diſputes, the Heſſian troops, the 


ſubſidies, &c. and have reduced our army, and had nothing to do againſt 


Spain, but with our fleet, which is popular in England; and after all the pro- 
vocation we have had from Spain, we ſhould have been juſtified in any thing, 


either in the Weſt Indies or elfewhere. But this was always in a ſuppoſition, 


that France, in order to avoid coming into a general war, would not have 


oppoſed making up with the emperor. But however the conduct of the court 
of Vienna, ſhews plainly they were only amuſing us, or at beſt, doing every 
where elſe, what they were doing here, ſo you had no choice; and indeed, if 
there was the leaſt apprehenſion that France and Spain might have joined 
againſt us, it is infinitely more adviſeable to make up with Spain, and after- 
wards as you propoſe, be reconciled to the emperor. But as the only thing I 


dread, is the continuance of the negotiation, and that Spain, who has been able, 


by giving new hopes of concluding, to prevent the coming to a deciſion for ſix 
weeks, they may endeavour by their next anſwer to do the ſame thing, For 
it is an odd circumſtance, that the anſwer which was promiſed by Patino, in 
four or five days, ſhould have been ſo long delayed; and I can't help fearing, 
in order to wait the return of the courier from Vienna, mentioned by la Paz 


and what effect that may have, nobody can tell. However, ſure the cardinal 


(after all we have done) will agree to take ſome vigorous ſtroke, in caſe of a 
refuſal, or unſatisfaQtory anſwer from Spain. I believe the king's ſervants 


here, will adviſe his majeſty, that directions may be ſent hither, that in caſe 


an unfatisfaftory anſwer comes from Spain, fir Charles Wager may ſail to the 
coaſt of Spain, without any further orders from Hanover. But of this, I begg 
you would not take any notice. We fhall, I believe, alſo offer it as our opi- 


nion to the king, that you have done extreamly right in the orders you ſent to 


Spain, We muſt make an end one way or other; if we neither make peace 


nor war this ſummer, I can't forſee what may happen next winter. 

I hope you will not diſapprove my having ſhewed your letter to the queen, 
which I thought was not an ill way of acquainting her with your requeſt of 
fir Paul Methuen's ſtaff, which indeed ſhe received as I could wiſh, and 
defired me to tell you, that the king had determined, when he went away, 
not to diſpoſe of it, and therefore ſhe could ſay nothing particular about 

it; 


NS 
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it; but that I might aſſure you of her good diſpoſition for your ſervice. 
Sir Robert Walpole talked very kindly upon the ſubje&, when I ſpoke to 
him of it, and when he told me, that Horace had wrote to him about it. The 
true ſtate of the caſe is, his majeſty had a mind to diſpoſe of it, ſo as to ſave 
A— , and that was the reaſon, that it was kept vacant. I am perſuaded 
there is no ſcheme made yett about it, and I hope whenever one is, a regard 
will be had to your inclinations about it. I find the peerage is ſtill your fa- 
vourite point, I heartily wiſh you may obtain it, which I ſhould hope when things 
abroad are finiſhed, might be brought about. I am perſwaded, I need not 
aſſure you of my good wiſhes for your ſervice. Horace will acquaint you 


with fir Robert's good diſpoſition towards you. I am ſure you will forgive 


the freedom with which I write to you upon theſe ſubjetts, and believe 
me, &c. 


' LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD. 


Endorſed— Not ſent.””—Condemns the meaſures of his colleagues. 
MY LORD, : Hanover, June —, 1729s 
S I intend not to conceal any thing from your excellency, according to 
the intimate confidence that is between us, I herewith ſend you a copy 
of the duke of Newcaſtle's letter to me of 1gth, O. S.; as alſo, a copy of the 
anſwer I have returned by his majeſty's command. Your excellency will, by 


theſe papers, better underſtand what I write to you in my publick letter, and 


know how to manage your diſcourſe with the penſionary and the greffier, with 
an eye to what the lords propoſe, as to his majeſty's ſquadron atting alone 
in the Weſt Indies. I beg your excellency will not take notice of this com- 


munication, either to the duke of Newcaſtle, the penſionary, or to any body 


elſe. You will think, I believe, the council in England goes on pretty faſt. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD. 
Differs in opinion from his court. 
MY LORD, Hanover, July 1, 1729. 


Y OUR excellency will ſee by the very private diſpatches I ſend you by this 
meſſenger, what the ſentiments of the lords of the council are in this 


_ criſis of affairs. You will think, I believe, that they go on pretty faſt, and are 


in more haſte to form a concert of operations, than I fear, we ſhall find our 
friends 
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Period IV. friends to be, either in France or Holland. I cannot help being of opinion, 


1727 to 1730. 
1 a 


Townſhend 


Papers, 


that we ſhall come to an accommodation with Spain, to which the ſteps the 
States took lately, will very much contribute. Being in theſe ſentiments, I 
do not think this ſtep, the lords here propoſed, very neceſſary at this junQure. 
But fince they have propoſed it, I do not ſee that our friends in Holland run 
any riſk in complying with what is defired. However, I am glad theſe orders 
fall into your excellency's and the penſionary's hands, who will take care at 
leaſt, that they ſhall not do harm at this critical junQure. 


THE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 
Agrees in _ with lord Townſhend. 


Hague, July 7, 1729. 
J Cannot ſufficiently —_ the ſenſe I have of the mark you have given me 
of your confidence in me, by your ſeparate letter of the 18th inſtant. I 


MY LORD, 


Private. can aſſure your lordſhip, you ſhall never repent of any truſt you repoſe in 


Weſton 
Papers, 


me, but ſhall always find me inviolably attached to your ſervice. 

I muſt confeſs, I was ſurpriſed, and ſo was the penſionary and greffier, at 
this haſty reſolution, at a time when we had all the reaſon in the world to expe& 
a ſatisfaQtory anſwer from Spain; and the more ſo, ſince no ſuch reſolution 
had been taken at a time when we had no ſuch hopes. I believe, ſhould there 
be occaſion for ſuch meaſures, the republic will come into them at laſt, though 
with their uſual reſtriftions and cautious proviſions. I will not give my ima- 
gination leave to ſuggeſt to me any reaſons for the taking of this reſolution at 


this time in England; but I conclude with aſſuring your lordſhip of the perfect 


veneration and reſpett, with which I have the honour to be, &c. 


THE BISHOP OF LONDON (DR. GIBSON) TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 
D Hades him from reſigning. 


MY LORD, Fulham, July 8, 1729. 
Received the honour of your - lordſhip? s letter, and attempted to make a 
viſit to my lord privy ſeal, but did not find him at home. This I did in 

obedience to your lordſhip, but contrary to my own judgment and inclina- 
tion; which is, to ſee your lordſhip continue in a publick ſtation, that may be 
attended with leſs trouble and fatigue, than the preſent, I think public af- 


fairs, 
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fairs, and particularly in the church, will feel the want of your ſervice and a. Period IV. 
fiſtance to a great degree; and I think, that your lordſhip, who has always Neth gr 
been accuſtomed to bufinefs, will feel the want of it, and not enjoy that entire 1729. 
eaſe and fatisfaction, you imagine in a private life. Any uneaſineſſes we are 
under for the preſent, make us think too favourably of any other ſituation that 
may deliver us from them; but things are not the ſame in ſpeculation, and in 
practice. Pardon, my good lord, the freedom I take, which proceeds from a 
heart ſincerely concerned for your honour and happineſs. 
I have waited upon the queen twice ſince the king went away, and was 
kindly received. The primate of Ireland wrote to me, that the biſhoprick 
of Dublin ought to be filled ſome time before the meeting of that parliament 
with which I acquainted her majeſty, and ſhe directed me to write to your 
lordſhip about it. Sir Robert Walpole had a letter from the primate to the 
ſame purpoſe, which you either have received, or will receive ſpeedily, in 
order to ſettle that affair with his majeſty. The archbiſhop of York is much 
better. I gave Dr. Tyrwhitt“ inſtitution to the rectory of St. James's yeſter- * Afterwards 
day, and have left the Jermyn family to ſeek their redreſs at law, if they think 2 _ 
it worth their while to conteſt the right of patronage; but I think I ſhall hear 
no more of them. It was very happy for the publick, that they had it not in 
their power to plant an eager tory in ſo large a pariſh, and ſo near the king's 
palace. Dr. Tyrwhitt is a man that I can anſwer for in all reſpetts. A friend 
of mine, one Mr. Spilman, deſired that when I wrote to your lordſhip, I would 
put you in mind of an affair of his, relating to ſome money, with which he fur- 
niſhed the late king's miniſter at Peterſburg, and which, as I underſtood him, 
is to be charged upon the Hanover eſtabliſhment: I know not the particu- 
lars; but as he defired no more of me than. barely to put your lordſhip in 
mind of it, I could not deny his requeſt. , 


THE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD TO THE PLENIPOTEN TIARIES, 


Good policy of diſuniting Spain and the emperor, and making a ſeparate accom- 


” modation with Spain.—The emperor requires to be humbled, and will after- 
7 wards propoſe a reconciliation with his old allies. 
MESSIEURS,, Hague, July 24, 1729. 


= GINCE. your excellencics deſired me in your letter of the 7th inſtant, Walpole 

* to acquaint you with the ſentiments of the penſionary and greffier, Papers. 

L upon the preſent ſituation of affairs, eſpecially with relation to Spain and the 
emperor, 
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Period IV. emperor, I will now give you as good an account of them as I am able, be- 


1727 to 1730. 


ginning with the firſt overture, that was made by the marquis de la Paz to the 
cardinal ſome time ago. Your excellencies may remember very well the cold 
reception the cardinal gave to that propoſal, and the dry and unſatisfaftory 
anſwer, that he made to it of himſelf, without conſulting the allies. At this the 
penſionary and greffier were a good deal concerned, and wiſhed the cardinal's 
anſwer had been a little more obliging, for though they then thought it poſ- 
fible, that there might be a ſecret concert between Spain and the emperor, yet 
as it was poſſible too there might not, they feared that anſwer might have diſ- 
guſted the queen of Spain, and have diſcouraged her from making any farther 
application to the allies. They were, therefore, extremely pleaſed, when the 
{ſecond anſwer was ſent in more favourable and obliging terms. For as they 


always looked upon the diſuniting of Spain and the emperor to be a neceſſary 


ſtep, not only for the preſent accommodation of affairs, but even for the future 
tranquility of Europe, they thought that all methods ſhould be tried to procure 
ſuch a diſunion; and I may tell your excellencies in confidence, that they had 
their ſuſpicions of the management the cardinal ſhewed for the emperor, and 
of his private correſpondence with count Sinzendorff. 

The penſionary, at that time, told me, that he could not comprehend that ex- 
traordinary delicateſſe of France upon account of the emperor, nor why the 
cardinal ſhould then decline conſenting to Spaniſh garriſons in Italy, at the 
requeſt of the queen of Spain, when he had voluntarily offered them in Oc- 
tober laſt; and that though it was true, they were contrary to the ſtri& letter of 
the quadruple alliance, they were certainly conformable to the ſenſe of it, and 


' that he did not ſee how even the emperor himſelf could refuſe them, without 


owning in a manner at the ſame time, that he did not mean to obſerve that 
part of the quadruple alliance. For that if he. intended that don Carlos 
ſhould really have the places ſtipulated for him in Italy, he could not reaſon- 
ably obje& to thoſe meaſures, which the parties intereſted, ſhould think moſt 
effeQual for the ſecuring of them. By all this, your excellencies ſee, that the 
penſionary and greffier were from the beginning for uſing all methods to de- 
tach the queen of Spain from the emperor, and they were no ſooner informed 
of England and France's conſenting to the introduction of Spaniſh garriſons, 
than they brought the republic to take that reſolution, which I informed you 
of before, of concurring with their allies, in whatever meaſures ſhould be 
taken, for the ſatisfaQtion of the queen of Spain. 


As 
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As to the emperor, they are firmly perſuaded, and indeed I think, every Period IV. 
body muſt, that he ſeeks nothing but chicanes and delays, and that if he eh ON 
deavours to ſtep into the preſent negociation, as probably he will, it is only 1729. 
with a deſign to clogg and retard it, and rather to prevent an accommodation 
between Spain and the allies, than to render it univerſal, by coming into it him- 
. ſelf upon reaſonable terms. Of this truth, they think his conduct ever ſince the . 
* proviſional treaty, furniſhes ſufficient proofs. But if diſappointed in this view, 
L the allies ſhould adjuſt matters ſeparately with Spain, they think he muſt come 
very cheap afterwards, and even be obliged to accept of ſuch terms, as then, 
thoſe four conſiderable powers united together, will think proper to give 
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The penſionary was very much diſpleaſed with Mr. Vandermeer's ſuggeſt- 
ing to the Spaniſh miniſters any further views in Italy, than what are ſtipulated 
by the quadruple alliance, and will write to him upon that ſubjett, tho* he 
fears, that what miſchief ſuch a propoſal could have done, is already done. 
He by no means approves of ſuch projects, and the greffier ſaid, that he ap- 
prehended, that the unreaſonable conduQ of the emperor might oblige the 
allies to uſe him worſe than it was their intereſt to do, which he thought ought 
to be avoided, if poſſible. 

Theſe are, as well as I can recollef them, the ſentiments of the penſionary 

and greffier upon the preſent ſtate of affairs. What is to be expected from 
hence in caſe Spain ſhould not accept of the propoſals of the allies, your ex- 
cellencies will ſee, by the incloſed copy I ſend you of my letter to lord 
Townſhend of the 7th inſtant. 

As for my opinion, I can aſſure your excellencies, it has very little weight 
with me, and I believe, leſs with every body elſe; but I am very free to de- 
clare, that I think a previous and ſeparate accommodation with Spain, is in- 
finitely preferable to a general one with Spain and the emperor together. It 
has always been a maxim, that to treat to advantage with allies, one ſhould 
endeavour to diſunite them, and treat ſeparately with each, and ſurely it is a 
very lucky circumſtance, and not to be negleQed, if the queen of Spain, en- 

. raged at the diſappointment ſhe has met with from the emperor, is willing to 
L throw herſelf into the arms of the allies, Her private views are very dif- 
5 ferent from the true intereſts of Spain, and it is very probable, that ſhe will 
make no difficulty of ſacrificing the latter to the former, ſo that we may by 
_ gratifying her in that one point (which by the way, I think ought to be pretty 
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Pefiod IV. equal to the allies) obtain conditions from Spain, more advantageous than we 
could at ther time hope for. 
3 COUIC at any © ime hop 

It is the Auftrian pride and power, that in my opinion requires humiliation, 
and which it is likely may be effected by theſe means. For what can the 
emperor do, when left without an ally in the world, and conſequently without 
a ſhilling of money. He can no longer rely upon the inaftion of France, 
when Spain, who was the chief cauſe of that inaftion, is become their friend, 
he will have every thing to fear, and nothing to hope for, but from his old 
allies, whoſe friendfhip he muſt then endeavour to regain, by a different be- 
haviour and conduct, from what he has lately had. 

I afk pardon for troubling your excellencies with my ſentiments, which 
from want of experience, as well as abilities, may probably be very wrong and 
unfeaſonable ones, but I the eafier venture to communicate them, where I 
am ſure they cannot miſſead, and where, tho* they may not find approbation, 
I am perſuaded they will meet with indulgence, 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE. 


On the Spaniſh treaty, its progreſs and difficulties. —Sir Robert Walpole Pro- 
_ fofes that Mr. Stanhope ſhould go to Madrid. 

DEAR SIR, | Kenſington, July 17-28, 1729, 
Harrington V OU will eafily imagine we have of late been very impatient for the arrival 
— of the anſwer from Spain, which I received laſt Tueſday, by Lyng, the 
Private. meflenger. Tho? I cannot ſay it is as good as we had once reaſon to hope 
Coy. for; yet 1 muſt own, it is better than for ſome time I thought it would be, and 
ſuch as gives us hopes of coming to a good conclufion. The queen and Pa- 
tino ſeem in earneſt to do well, tho* la Paz and Conigſegg will hamper all they 
can. I ſhall be impatient to hear the reſult of the conferences which Brancas 
and Keene were to have with the Spaniſh miniſters, from whence we ſhall be 
able to gueſs what Spain is at preſent diſpoſed to do, with relation to the de- 
livery of the effects of the galleons, and the fatisfaQtion to be given us for our 
grievances. A negotiation is now, and perhaps always was unavoidable : the 
only thing is to make it as ſhort as poſſble, and to gett our own points ſettled 
previouſly, if poſſible, or att leaſt att the fame time that we enter into theſe 
engagements in favour of don Carlos. If Patino be ſincere, and has (as'there 
ſcems to be no reaſon to * the ſecret of the court, this they have already 
conſented 
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| conſented to, But then the difficulty will be how, and in what manner that is Period IV. 
to be executed, whether by ſigning the old proviſional treaty, with an article 2 
| about the Spaniſh garriſons, or by making a new proviſional, or definitive 1729. 
: treaty. Sure it would be well, if ſomething explicit could be gott about Gib- 
: raltar and Port Mahon, in order to pleaſe here, tho' it may by no means be 
5 adviſeable to puſh this point, ſo as to hinder the concluſion, if it ſhould meet 
: : with difficulties, 
7 In theſe circumſtances, fir Robert has begged Horace to ſound you, whether 
5 5 you would diſlike to take a journey to Madrid, to give the finiſhing ſtroke to this 
85 great work, which muſt be ſoon determined one way or other, and therefore 
5 your ſtay cannot be long. I am perſwaded this thought proceeds only from 
5 fir Robert's conviction, that no man can do this thing ſo well as yourſelf, from 
your judgement and experience in theſe ſort of matters, as well as from your 
particular knowledge of and credit att the court of Spain; and he alſo thinks, 
. that an opportunity of concluding a work of ſo much importance to this 
. country, will be farr from being a diſadvantage to you. Whatever your own 
. thoughts may be on this head, I begg you would be perſwaded, that fir Robert 


means what he propoſes kindly to you, and would have wrote to you himſelf, 
but was afraid of laying you under difficulties, if it ſhould come to you pro- 
poſed in form, ſo choſe rather to have it hinted to you by Horace. For my 
own part, I ſhall ſay little upon the ſubjeQ, leaſt it ſhould be a diſagreeable 
one to you; but as I am firmly convinced, it would be of the greateſt ſervice 
imaginable to the king, ſo I really think it would be putting a fine end to your 
foreign embaſſys. But of this you are the beſt judge. Forgive what I have ſaid 
upon it, which I hope you will believe is, as every thing muſt be that relates 
to you, meant by me with the utmoſt regard and affection for you. Pray 
make my compliments to Horace, for not troubling him by this meſſenger}; 
tell bim we are in great hopes all will do well. Our great ſecurity is, the 
emperor don't ſeem in a diſpoſition on any foot to ſubmit to Spaniſh 
garriſons, 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO THE HON, THOMAS TOWNSHEND, 


Horace Walpole differs from lord Townſhend about the impracticability of ob- 
taining from parliament additional ſubſidies Good policy of ſending Mr. 
Stanhope to Spain,—His high character with the king of Spain. 
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DEAR SIR, | | Paris, Auguſt 4, 1729. 8 
V lord will have a private letter from Mr. Walpole, by this meſſenger, on 
a very difagreeable incident. Vou will find that the cardinal commu- 
nicated to us a letter from Schleinitz, which he had been deſired to keep fecret. 
I am entirely convinced, that he either had not read the decyphering, or had 
forgot that clauſe; and as he had no ill deſign in communicating it, ſo it was 
impoſſible for him to judge from our behaviour, that the contents of it made 
any ill impreſſion upon us. | ©; 
J could have wiſhed that Mr. Walpole would have writ to my lord on this 


fubjeR, before he had writ to England; but as he appears firmly convinc'd, that 


- 


the aſking this additional expence in parliament, after the 115,0001, will break 
the back of the adminiſtration, and that there was therefore a neceſſity of 
acquainting his brother with it; his communicating to my lord, what he has 
wrote, was atting an honeſt and open part. In the other points, of cloſing 
with- Spain, preferably to the emperor, and of not rendering the negociation 
deſperate, by ſending out our ſquadron precipitately, whatever diverfity of 
ſentiments there may have been in England, thofe of Mr. Walpole have been 
entirely conformable to my tord's; and I believe he has aſſerted them as ſtre- 


nuoufly in private letters as well as in our diſpatches; ſo that I verily believe 


his differing upon this point, ariſes ſolely from the inconveniences he appre- 


| hends in parliament. For my own part, I can't but hope, that if our affairs with 


Spain ſhould take ſuch a turn, as to enable us to lay up the fleet, to diſband 


the Heſſians, and to reduce part of our land forces, fir Robert Walpole might 


find it praQticable, from theſe ſavings, to induce the parliament to take ſome 
ſhare of the expence for the eleQoral treaty, but in all events it will be of uſe 
on both ſides to know what is to be depended upon. 

Mr. Walpole and I are moſt unanimous in thinking, that Mr. Stanhope's 
going to Spain, may be of the greateſt fervice, conſidering the declaration made 
by Keene and Brancas, that they would fign nothing there without poſitive 
orders, and Paz's deſiſting thereupon from the demand of their having full 
powers ſent them, it is moſt probable that the project now forming (which we 
expect hourly with the greateſt impatience) will be remitted hither to be 
ſigned; without which circumſtance, the two Spaniſh plenipotentiarys here 
(who want above all things to be employed) will be outrageous. But ſup- 


poſing this firſt ſtep over; yet conſidering the emperor's ill humour, the mo- 


tion of his troops in Italy, and the indirect menaces made to us by Kinſkie 
| | here, 


n 
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Spain, than a bare renewal of friendſhip and former treatys. 


The quotas of ſuccour from Spain to us, and from us to Spain, ſhould 


be regulated; and I believe the queen of Spain would be willing to purchaſe 
our hearty ſupport by all the condefcendances that can reaſonably be aſk'd. 
This might ſecure to us the expreſs confirmation of Gibraltar, the full enjoy- 
ment of our privileges of trade, the formal annulment of the Vienna treatys, 
particularly of the guaranty given to the emperor for his ſucceſſion, and of the 


advantages promis'd him in point of commerce. A ſtrong defenſive alliance 


of this kind, would ſtop the mouths of all our adverſaries, and terminate our 
negociations with the greateſt credit. If there be any man living, who can 
bring this about, it is Mr. Stanhope. The king of Spain loves him perſon- 
ally, and ſays he is the only miniſter who never told him a falſehood. Be- 


ſides which, he has a moſt univerſal and deſerved credit with the whole Spaniſh 


court and nation, as well as with our own. I once thought him ſo averſe to 
returning thither, that nothing could have conquered that averſion; and ſure 
it is a very happy circumſtance, if he can be prevailed on to undertake ſo 
warm and expos'd a piece of ſervice, for the trifle of a peerage already earn'd, 
and in ſome manner promiſed him. His having never taken leave at that 
court, would cover our making ſuch great advances, as the ſending a perſon 
of his diſtinction thither, and could hardly fail of bringing them to ſend an 
ambaſſador to our court. 
The fruits and merchandizes of the galleons, at leaſt ſuch as are FO I 
are actually delivering. We have juſt now your diſpatch from Manden, 
which puts me in ſome pain, tho? I think they muſt judge in England for 


going on, *till we hear ſomething further from Spain. I hear. you have re- 


figned. This occaſions much ſpeculation every where; ſome think my lord 
is going to do the ſame; others that you are going to be married. I gueſs it 
is to make room for Trevor, but ſhould be glad to hear from you. 


BISHOP OF LONDON (GIBSON) TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 
Again diſſuades his reſignation. 


(Auguſt 8, 1729.) BY the account I had from fir Robert Walpole this 
morning, I hope 1 may congratulate your lordſhip upon a peace with Spain, 
which 
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Period IV. which I know will be a great caſe to your mind in many reſpects. But there 


22 is one reſolution conſequent to this, which I hope you will not finally come 
to; till you have thoroughly ſatisfied yourſelf that a retired life, when it comes 
to the trial, will do: as far as I am able to judge from che general frame and 
diſpoſition of human nature, it will not; and therefore the thing deſirable, 
ſeems to be, an honourable ſtation attended with leſs labour and trouble. 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE. 


Adviſes him to write a letter to the king, profeſſing his readineſs to go to 
Spain. 
DEAR SIR, | Kenfington, Auguſt $19, 1729. 
Harrington IH O' I have heard nothing from you, ſince I laſt. gave you the trouble 
phe hr of a private letter upon the thought of your going to Spain, yett I am 
Very private. perſwaded in my own conſcience, that your own ſervice is ſo eſſentially con- 
cerned in it, that I cannot forbear as a moſt faithful friend, ſending you my 
own thoughts upon it, which I begg you will not communicate to either of 
your colleagues, and which are not wrote to you in concert with any body 
here, but purely proceed from that friendſhip which I have ever had for you. It 
8s my opinion, that after all that has paſt, it would be adviſable for you to write 
Hither and to Hanover, that if the king and queen think it for their ſervice, 
that you ſhould now go to Spain, for the finiſhing the negotiation, you are 
very willing to undertake the journey, however diſagreable it may be to you 
on many. accounts. And that no conſideration can have ſo much weight with 
you, as their majeſties' ſervice, whenever they think you can be of any to them. 
Forgive me, dear Stanhope, the liberty I take; you will do what you think 
proper, but I could never have forgiven myſelf, if 1 had not given you my 
thoughts. Your on intereſt is what I have ſolely in view, in writing thus freely 
to you; however you may like my way of reaſoning, I am ſure you can't be 
diſpleaſed with the motive from whence it ariſes. I muſt inſiſt from your 
friendſhip, that you burn this letter, and mention nothing of it to any mortal 
alive. | 
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THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE. . 1 
On his intended miſſion to Spain, and the probability that it will procure 
him a peerage. * 
DEAR SIR, | Kenſington, Auguſt 22, 1729. 
Received this morning from lord Townſhend, a copy of his letter to Mr. Harrington 
Walpole and Mr. Poyntz upon your ſubject, and am overjoyed to ſee — — 
there is ſo poſitive a promiſe in it, of what you defire. I conclude this will make Cop. 
you eaſy in that reſpeQ, for it is indeed almoſt the ſame as a warrant for a 
peerage. I ſhall add nothing to what I have already ſaid to you upon this 
ſubjeA, but that your friends here, and particularly fir Robert, have taken 
true pains for your ſervice. Would it be amiſs to write a letter of thanks to 
be ſhewed to the queen, and ſuch a one as you may think proper, on the oc- 
caſion. I ſuppoſe you will be ſetting out immediately; I heartily wiſh you 
ſucceſs, and am perſuaded this ſtep is the righteſt in the world, both for the 
publick and yourſelf. Indeed your friends here have not been miſtaken, I 
am, &c, | | 
P. S. I received your letter by Mr. Blair, and am much obliged to you 
for the juſtice you do me, in thinking that all I have wrote, was ſincerely meant 
for your own fervice. 0 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO MESSRS, WALPOLE AND POYVNT Z. 


A peerage offered to Mr. Stanhope, if he will go to Spain. 
GENTLEMEN, | Gobrde, Auguſt 12, 1729. 

J Have laid your excellencys* private letter before the king, and am to ac- Harrington 
quaint you, that his majeſty is of opinion, that conſidering the little eager- 4 0 
neſs which Spain has yet ſhewn for an accommodation, the ſending an ambaſl- ey private. 
ſador thither at this junQure, will be look'd upon, at leaſt, a ſufficient com- 
plaiſance on the part of his majeſty, but that the conferring a title upon the 
perſon who is to go to that court (which his majeſty apprehends may be 
1 thought to be done, rather in regard to the king of Spain, than to the ambaſ- 
. ſador) is a mark of reſpe& which his catholick majeſty's behaviour towards 
the king, our maſter, has hitherto by no means juſtified. However, his ma- 
jeſty gives your excellencys leave to aſſure Mr. Stanhope in his name, that, 
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in caſe he will undertake this commiſſion, he will certainly make him a peer, 
aſſoon as the negotiation with Spain is over. 

1 hope this promiſe will induce Mr. Stanhope to accept of the embaſly to 
Spain, without any difficulty; and in that caſe, your excellencys will take the 
firſt opportunity of acquainting the cardinal with his majeſty's intentions of 
ſending him thither, in order to obviate any jealouſys, which his eminency 
might otherwiſe conceive of a ſeparate negotiation. I have, without men- 
tioning Mr. Stanhope's name, inform'd Mr. Chavigni, that his majeſty find- 
ing that the perſon, whom he now employs as his miniſter in Spain, is not of 
weight and figure ſufficient to finiſh the affairs which are depending at that 
court, has thoughts of ſending another miniſter thither. As his majeſty makes 
no doubt of Mr. Stanhope's readily undertaking this commiſſion, upon the 
encouragement he is pleas'd to give him, he has order'd me to ſend your 
excellencys, the incloſed credential letter for him to the court of Spain, both 
in French and Latin, ſo that his excellency will be able to make uſe of that 
which he finds moſt proper upon his arrival at Port St. Marie. 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE. 


Horace Walpole writes a ſtrong letter in his favour, —Str Robert Walpole 
 ſhews it to the queen, —Her ſatisfaction at his conduf,—Great kindneſs of 
fir Robert Walpole to Mr. Stanhope. 


DEAR SIR, Kenſington, Auguſt 25, 1729, 


Received this 1 by Bayly, your private letter, which gave me the 
greateſt ſatisfaction imaginable. I am ſo well aſſured, that the ſtep you are 


taking, is right for youſelf, as well as your country, that it was a great pleaſure 


to me to hear you was come to the reſolution of going to Spain. I cannot 
think of this matter, without acquainting you with the obligation you, and all 
your friends, upon your account, have to your brother Horace. He has 
wrote to fir Robert, the honeſteſt and moſt affeAionate letter, that ever came 


from man. He has not only done you as much juſtice as can be-done ano- 


ther, and ſaid all that you deſerve, and the warmeſt of your friends can wiſh 
for you; but has upon this occaſion, taken every thing upon himſelf, that 
might any ways have been conſtrued to your diſadvantage, and fir Robert has 


made the uſe of it, that the honeſt heart that wrote it, propoſed, For he has 


read it to the queen, in ſuch a manner, that I never ſaw her majeſty better 
pleaſed 
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pleaſed in my life; ſhe ſaid a thouſand kind things of you, and expreſſed the 
greateſt ſatisfaction in your journey, for which, indeed, ſhe was upon the firſt 
mentioning of it, very intent, and ſhe ſeemed quite ſatisfied with Horace's 
accounts; and if any thing that had paſſed, had gone amiſs, I am perſuaded it 
is now entirely removed, and that in the beſt manner imaginable, by him * 
that has been an eye wittneſs of all that has paſt; and not only knows, but in 
the ſtrongeſt manner, does juſtice to your merit. I really think, you ſhould 
take ſome very particular notice to him of this. For ſuch inſtances of friend- 
ſhip are not in the preſent age ſo frequent as one could wiſh. 
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* Sir Robert 
Walpole, 


I hinted to you in my laſt, that it might not be amiſs for you to write to 


the queen a letter of thanks, I really think now, it is neceſſary to do ſomething 
of that kind, from the great ſatisfaction her majeſty ſhews in the part you have 
taken, her readineſs immediately to give orders for the equipage, and advance 
money, &c. You know ſo much better than I what to ſay, that I will not 


pretend to adviſe any thing more, than in general, a letter of thanks for her 
good opinion, and of aſſuring her of your attachment and zeal for the king's 


ſervice and her's. I know it would do well, and.as I think I have not yett 
adviſed you ill, I am perſwaded you will have no difficulty in following this. 


I conclude, if you have not left Paris before this reaches you, you will in a 


very few days. I hope you will lett me hear very often from you, both in a 
private and publick capacity. I am perſuaded vou will bring things to a 
point aſſoon as poſſible, nothing is ſo bad as the preſent uncertainty. I think 
every thing muſt go well. I rejoice to hear the cardinal has ſtood ſo firmly to 
us, and if Brancas does but obey orders, and he will be afraid to do otherwiſe 
when you are there, Spain muſt agree to our terms. Gett the effects of the 
galleons delivered, and the cedulas given out, as aſked for by us; and if I may 
add, the ſeparate article agreed to, as laſt ſent from Hanover. Dear Stan- 
hope, you can't doubt my good wiſhes. All imaginable ſucceſs attend you, 
and do me the juſtice to believe me, &c. 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE, 


Announces the queen's order for his appointment to go to Spain. —Thinks it will 
be highly advantageous for his credit, and will promote his acceſſion to a 
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DEAR SIR, Kenfiogton, Auguſt 2g——September 9, 1729. 

J Hope and am perſwaded you will not be diſpleaſed att the order the queen 
fends you to go to Spain, when you confider that nothing but her majeſty's 
opinion of the neceſſity of it, for the king's fervice, could have occaſioned it. 
Indeed it was fo peremptorily given to me, that had I been diſpoſed, I could 
not have refufed obeying it. But I muſt own freely to you, for your own 
fake as well as for the publick, I continue to think it abſolutely neceffary that 
you ſhould go. Sure it ought to be fome fatisfaQtion to you, to fee every 
body thinks it cannot be done without you. By undertaking the journey, you 
are ſure of the thing you have moſt att heart, and in all probability muſt add 
to the credit and reputation you have already gott. Thefe being my fincere 
thoughts, you will not wonder that I have not oppoſed ſending you the order. 
It is done with all the reſpect and regard imaginable to you, and if you 80, 

and make haſte, all will, and muft be well. ol Ss * 
* * If you ſhould be to go afterwards, after the loſs 
of two months, neither the publick nor yourſelf would have the fame benefit 
from your journey, as if you was to undertake it immediately, without any 
further difficulty. I cannot conceive, why your brethren have changed theis 
opinions, and as you had once conſented to it, J hope you will not go back. 
As it is not propoſed you ſhall ſtay one moment after the treaty is figned, you 
might go without equipage, &c. If I was you; I would put myfelf into my 
poſt chaiſe, go to Port St. Maries as faſt as poffible, and rather ſtay there for 
the projet, if it is yett not finally ſettled with the Dutch, &c. than let the pro- 
jekt ſtay for me. Sure the thought of your going by fea, was by no means 
neceflary. I hope and believe you will excuſe the freedom I take: I know 
aft for your ſervice, and one time or other you will be convinced of it, as I 
am perſwaded you already are of my being, &c. 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 
Tediouſneſs of the negotiation. —Laments the fatal conſequences of his re- 
| ſignation. 
MY LORD, | Hautefontaine,. October 11, 1/729, 
Am gott down to this place for the recovery of my health, but hope to be 
back again at Paris by the time we can hear any thing deciſive from Spain. 


The tediouſneſs of the negotiation, joined to the uneaſineſſes which I know 
| | | your 
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your lordſhip ſuffers already, and which muſt be infinitely encreaſed, if our en. Period IV. 
deavours for a pacification ſhould incur the cenſure of parliament, fill me with — 
moſt melancholy apprehenſions. I have but very imperfe& notions of the ſitua- 1729. 
tion of our domeſtick affairs, but from the light in which they appear to me, I 

can foreſee nothing but the total ruine of the wing cauſe, and the moſt dangerous 

ſhock to that eſtabliſhment, which it has been the labour of your lordſhip's life 

to build up and ſupport, The thought of remaining engaged in this negotia- 

tion, at a time when your lordſhip may poſſibly have taken a reſolution to re- 

tire from publick buſineſs, is inſupportable to me, and yet I ſee no remedy 

*till affairs are concluded one way or other. In all events, I defire your lord. 

ſhip to be aſſur'd, that I am with a duty and attachment, which can only end 

with my life. Yours, &c. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO STEPHEN POYNTZ. 


Differs from lord Townſhend about the treaty with the four electors.— Strong 
objections to it.—Neceſſity of not offending the emperor, but of giving him 
hopes that the pragmatic ſanction may be guaranited, if he will conſent to 
the introduction of Spaniſh garriſons. 


DEAR SIR, 15 November 4, 1729. 

As I earneſtly deſire that what I ſhall now write to you, may be in the Poyntz 
greateſt confidence and ſecrecy between us, I am perſwaded, that without Papers. 

any previous engagement on your part, you will take no notice of it to any Private and 

body whatſoever. I find that the Garde des Sgeaux, and the cardinall, by the _/*: 

influence of the other, are both extreamly deſirous to finiſh the treaty with For gourſelf 

the four electors, and will ſoon preſs it very zealouſly to a ſpeedy concluſion, "_ 

They have received not long ſince from Mr. Chavigny, a more compleat 

project; who has likewiſe ſent, as I have learnt here, a duplicate of it to lord 

Townſhend, and as M. de Broglio went from hence fully inſtructed in this 

affair, I don't doubt but upon his arrivall in England, it will, in conſequence 

of his orders, be puſhed with the utmoſt vigour; and I will not conceal from 


you, that I think my lord T-—4d more zealous for it, than in my opinion, is 


at preſent for his majeſty's ſervice, conſidering the nature of the treaty, and 
the ſituation of affairs in Europe. 
As to the treaty itſelfe, I ſhall not dwell upon the objections (which I have 


conſtantly made to it here, as not caring to ſpeak my mind plainly upon it in 


4P 2 other 
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Jet IV. other reſpetts) relating to the ſum demanded by the elector of Cologn, to in- 

aid Y demnifye him for the loſs of his arrears, due to him from the emperour, 
nor upon the ſubfidys demanded by the eleftor of Bavaria, to be payd in time 
of peace; becauſe there are objeQions that ariſe more from the nature of our 
government, and the diſpoſition of parliament, than from the thing itſelfe, if 
the treaty itſelfe was in all other conſiderations to be deſired. 

The article that affeAts me the moſt, is the 7th, of which I fend you a copy 
incloſed, for fear of your not having it by you, with the marginal addition 
made by lord Townſhend and count Plettenburgh; and likewiſe a copy of the 
7th article of the project concerted laſt year at Fontainbleau, that you may 
compare them together; and you will fee that even the 7th article, as it was 
projected by count Albert, differs very much from the 7th article concerted 
at Fontainbleau, and carrys the obligation a great deal farther ; and altho' it 
is in ſome meaſure agreeable to the 4th article of the treaty of Hanover, it is 
conceived in much ſtronger terms, for tying down the contracting partys from 
hearing any propoſition of any nature whatſoever (tho? not contrary to the in- 
tereſts of any of the contracting partys) or from making any agreement what- 
ſoever, without the approbation of all the contracting partys. However, had 
the circumſtances of affairs continued to be the ſame as they were at the time 
of making the Hanover treaty, or ſhould the ill ſucceſs of Mr. Stanhope's 

journey bring them again to the ſame ſituation, the article as drawn by count 
Albert might, perhaps, have paſſed well enough upon the ſame motives as oc- 
caſioned the 4th and 5th article of the Hanover treaty ; but that ſeems not to 
be the caſe at preſent. 
| The treaty of Hanover took its riſe from the ſudden, ſtri&, and ſurpriſing 
union between the emperour and Spain, by virtue of the treaty of Vienna, 
and that union was founded upon an engagement on the part of the emperour 
to the queen of Spain for the marriage of don Carlos with the eldeſt archdu- 
cheſs, which muſt have proved of the moſt fatal conſequences to the libertys 
and ballance of Europe, if not prevented; and this made it abſolutely neceſ- 
fary for the other confiderable powers to unite together in time, and to make 
the meaſures to be taken for preſerving the ballance of Europe, as well as the 
privileges and repoſe of the empire, part of their union, in order to diſappoint 
the views of the emperour and Spain, and to engage, if poſſible, the princes of the 
empire in their intereſt, in caſe of a war. Therefore the 4th and 5th articles 
of the treaty of Hanover, were calculated as a temptation to the princes of the 
empire 
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empire to come into this treaty, eſpecially thoſe that had any pretentions to the Period IV. 
emperour's ſucceſſion, in caſe he ſhould dye without iſſue male. — 
But all our attempts, promiſes, and inſinuations, joyned with the tendency 1729. 

of theſe articles, ſo much for their own intereſt, proved fruitleſs. The cheif 

of thoſe princes, particularly the four eleQors now in queſtion, for the ſake of 
Z the ſubſidys, engaged themſelves for two years in an alliance with the emperour, 
3 were obliged to furniſh him with a certain number of troops; and they went 
3 ſo far as even to accede to the treaty of Vienna, by which the emperour's ſuc- 
ceſſion is guarantyed; ſo that the Hannover allys were forced at great expence 
to ſeek for other confederates, and to take other meaſures, independent of the 
princes of the empire, and had the good fortune to ſtrengthen and guard 
themſelves on all ſides, in ſo timely and effectual a manner, as to be able to 
diſappoint the great deſigns of the emperour, and to oblige him, notwith- 
ſtanding the number of allys he had acquired in the empire and the north, to 
ſign the preliminary treaty, and come to a congreſs much againſt the will 
of his principall ally, the king of Spain. This encreaſed the credit and 
reputation of the Hannover allys, and weaken'd the emperour ſoe much, 
as to give a new turn to the affairs of Europe, to open the eyes of ſeveral 
princes, whom the emperour had before cajoled and gained by falſe hopes and 
particular views, untill time and certain events, together with the firmneſs of 
the Hannover allys, occaſioned at laſt ſuch a jealouſy between the emperour 
and their catholick majeſtys, as to have in a manner entirely diſſolved their 
friendſhip, and to have flung Spain into the intereſt and union of the Hanover 
allys; in ſoe much, that the emperor himſelf ſeems now diſpoſed to hearken 
to any thing which the allys may demand for their ſatisfaction as to the points 
in diſpute with him, by means of a guaranty of his ſucceſſion, under proper 
reſtrictions and limitations. And this ſeems to be the preſent ſtate of affairs, 
which ſhews it is no more the ſame, as when the treaty of Hanover, and par- 
ticularly the 4th and g th articles of it were made, and conſequently the rea- 
ſoning about entering into a treaty with the four eleQtors on the ſame terms, 
as might have been prudent and neceſſary to doe at the time of making that. 
treaty, ſeem to me in a great meaſure changed. 

However did the 7th article of this project, goe no further than a joynt 
concert of ſentiments and meaſures, for what ſhould concern the libertys and 
tranquillity of the empire, and the peace in generall, as was the plain meaning 
of the article concerted at Fontainebleau, I would allow that it might be 

reaſonable 
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Period IV. reaſonable nid prudent to enter into this treaty. But as there is no doubt but 
5 tr this article, eſpecially with the additionall words in the margin, tyes all the 


contraQting partys from taking the leaſt ſtep relating to any guaranty, without 
the conſent and approbation of every one of them, it certainly obliges England 
not to think of the guaranty of the emperour's ſucceſſion on any terms, or 
in any conjuncture whatever, during the time of this treaty ſubſiſting, without 
the conſent of each eleQtor, that ſhall be a party to it, which ſeems to me not 
only to be entirely unneceſſary, but ſubject to great inconveniencys. 

There is no doubt but France, eſpecially ſince the great encreaſe of M. 
Chauvelin's credit with the cardinall, defires nothing more than that the em- 
peror's ſucceſſion ſhould be left as looſe and uncertain as poſſible, for reaſons 
that are obvious. There is as little doubt but that England and Holland 
ſhould, for the very ſame reaſons, be as deſirous of having the emperour's 
ſucceſſion eſtabliſhed under proper reſtrictions and limitations, and that no 
other conſideration, beſides their concern not to diſoblige France and Spain, 
ſhould keep them from thinking of it as ſoon as things are ſettled. 

It is no leſs certain, that if we ſhould now make this treaty with the four 


| eletors, in the terms of the 7th article of the projekt, with the marginall addi- 


tions, but that France being always averſe to have the emperour's ſucceſſion 
regulated, would be able to hinder England from doing any thing at any time 
in a matter of ſuch importance to the future peace and ballance of Europe; 
and this France might doe, without appearing openly in it herſelfe, by diſpoſing 
ſome of the electors, eſpecially him of Bavaria, to be againſt any plan of that 
nature; and conſequently in all events, altho' the preſent good diſpoſition and 
views of France with regard to the affairs of Europe, and particularly with 
regard to England, ſhould come to be changed, and their ancient maxims upon 
the death of the cardinal, be reſumed, England, by virtue of this treaty, might 
be ſo hamper'd, as not to have it eaſily in her power to take in time the ne- 
ceſſary meaſures for maintaining the ballance of Europe, and to provide even 
for her own ſecurity, by a proper eſtabliſhment of the emperour's ſucceſſion, 
and by keeping up the houſe of Auſtria, as a counterpoids to that of Bourbon. 
and I am convinced, in my own opinion, by the dayly conduct of the Garde 
des Sceaux, that he is ſo earneſt for the concluſion of this treaty, particularly 
for the ſake of this 7th article, and the conſequences of it, as will make it 
impoſſible to enter into meaſures for ſettling the emperour's ſucceſſion, in any 
conjundture, during this treaty. 


I do 
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I do not mean, dear fir, as you will eaſtly believe, by what I have lately N momnyg 
wrote to you, that England and Holland ſhould immediately hearken to the 2 
emperour's propoſitions, and by that means create any jealouſy or uneaſineſs 1729. 
againſt them on the part of France and Spain; but that we ſhould not putt it 
out of our power to doe any thing at any time for a guaranty of the emperour's 
fucceſſhon. For untill we have done ſomething deciſively, and as long as we 
continue free in that reſpe&, the fears of France with regard to the ſettlement 
of the ſucceſſion, may on one fide keep this court firm to the preſent ſyſtem, 
F and to the friendſhip of England; as on the other fide, the hopes which the em- 
$ perour may entertain, that we ſhall be diſpoſed to do it one time or other, 
may keep him within ſome bounds, and from coming, to extremitys with his 
majeſty, as king or elector. And, therefore, as it is not our intereſt to diſoblige 

France by any haſty ſtep in favour of the emperour, ſo I think we ſhould not 
render the emperour deſperate by a treaty, which he will ſoon come to know, 
and by which he will looſe all hopes of our friendſhip for ever, by our putting 
it out of our power to doe the only thing that he has moſt at heart, and con- 
ſequently he may be forced to run into views and meaſures, that may be as 
dangerous to the ballance of Europe, and the intereſt of England, as thoſe 
taken by the treaty of Vienna; nay, perhaps, he may think of _— the ſame 
again with Spain as his only reſourſe. 

There are many reaſons for not concluding, at preſent, the treaty with the 
four electors; but without rejeRing it entirely, we ſhould keep the concluſion 
of it at a diſtance, and in ſuſpence, on account of the difficultys with regard 
to the ſubſidys in time of peace, which the parliament will never grant; and 
the guaranty of Burgh and Juliers abſolutely in favour of the prince of Sultz- 
bach, which by reaſon of the proteſtant religion, and the near relation there 
muſt always be between the familys of Hannover and Pruſſia (notwithſtanding 
the preſent unaccountable humour and behaviour of his Pruſſian majeſty) 
would have a very ill appearance in the world; and alſo on account of the 
eleQor of Cologn not conſenting to be a contraQting party any longer than for 
two or three years; and laſtly, that it would be neceſſary to learn the ſenti- 
ments of the principall perſons of the States upon it, with regard to the like- 
lyhood of their being contracting partys originally, or at leaſt by acceſſion, 
who being partys to the treaty of Hanover, ought to be equally concerned in 
this. Which laſt two reaſons, ſeem to me to be in themſelves, very eſſentiall in 


all events, becauſe I think it would be very imprudent for his majeſty to en- 
gage 


664 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Badge gage in an affair of ſuch conſequence, and which concerns ſoe much the in- 

w—— tcreſt of Europe in generall, without having the States equally engaged with 
him; and it would likewiſe be ſomewhat extraordinary, if not abſurd, that we 
ſhould be bound, as is propoſed to the electors of Bavaria and Palatine, for 
fifteen years, while the elector of Cologn (who by the extenſiveneſs of his do- 
Minions, and the ſituation of them, muſt be of much greater conſequence to 
his majeſty, and the ſtates generall, than the other two can be,) will be tyed to 
them for two or three years only. Theſe inſtances may furniſh us with ſuf. 
ficient reaſons to alledge for deferring the concluſion of this treaty with the 
four eleQors, without taking any notice of the article that affects the emperor's 
ſucceſſion, on which, in my opinion, we ſhould at preſent, at leaſt untill the 
affairs with Spain are entirely ſettled, be very ſilent. 

Butt as ſoon as the treaty with Spain ſhall be ſigned, and a proper declara- 
tion made on the part of the allys about the execution of it, according to the 
publick articles, we muſt fee what will be the emperour's conduct in this re- 
ſpe. I think it ſcarce can be doubted, but that he will immediately declare, 
that he will never conſent to the introduQtion of Spaniſh garriſons, into the 
places of Tuſcany and Parma, unleſs the Hanover allys will at the ſame time 
come into a ſcheme to guaranty his ſucceſſion, which altho' a thing very much 
to be deſired, yett the views of France and Spain (from whom the reſt of the 
allys cannot ſeparate) will ſtill make it impracticable. The emperor not being 
able to compaſs this great point, will, after ſolemn proteſtations againſt Spaniſh 
garriſons, be either paſſive in this affair, without thinking to make a forcible 
oppoſition to it, or elſe he will in concert with the great duke, and perhaps 
with the king of Sardinia, or by virtue of his own great ſtrength in Italy, even 

riſk a war to prevent it. But the great danger he will run by a war, of looſ- 
ing ſome of his preſent dominions in Italy, may diſpoſe him to avoyd it, if 
England and Holland take care to conduct themſelves in ſuch a manner as not 
to make him think that he can have no hopes at a proper ſeaſon of their com- 
ing into ſome meaſures to guaranty his ſucceſſion. But how to make him ſen. 
fible of the good diſpoſition of thoſe two powers in this reſpett, requires great 
caution and prudence, but *tis not altogether impoſſible, if he will not imme 
diately by an unaccountable conduct, embroyl matters in Italy and the north; 
and perhaps it may not be impoſſible to diſpoſe the cardinal himſelf, for the 
ſake of peace, not to be averſe to a ſcheme for eſtabliſhing the emperour's 


fucceſſion. 
But 
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Mr. Stanhope's journey is ſeen, and the views and deſigns of the emperour 
upon the concluſion of the treaty with Spain be plainly diſcovered. For ſhould 
his imperiall majeſty raſhly reſolve, rather than ſuffer the introduQion of Spa- 
niſh garriſons, to riſk a war in Italy (which in conſequence will likewiſe be 
kindled in other parts by the nature of the alliances now ſubſiſting in Europe) 
the Hanover allys ſhould not only conclude without loſs of time the treaty 
with the four eleQors, but will be obliged purſuant to the ſecret articles of 
the treaty with Spain, to take new meaſures with reſpe@ to the equilibre of 
Europe. | 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE, 


Congratulating him on the ſucceſs of the treaty of Seville. 
DEAR SIR, Whitehall, November 18, 1729, 


Mr. Vane arrived here this morning, I have only time to congratulate you 
moſt ſincerely upon your ſucceſs in having concluded the treaty, in a way, which 
I am perſuaded, will be entirely to his majeſty's ſatisfaction. We have not 
yett had time to peruſe the treaty, but I may aſſure you, that I never ſaw the 
king better pleaſed in my whole life, or better ſatisfied with any body than he 
is with you. He was extreamly well pleaſed with your leaving Spain, as he 
ordered me immediately to acquaint you, and I think I may venture to foretell, 

that the king has ſo juſt a ſenſe of the great ſervices you have done him and 


deſired, will be done in the beſt manner. I have many compliments and 
thanks to you from fir Robert Walpole and my brother. You can't have 
more joy upon this occaſion upon all accounts, and particularly upon your 
own, than I have; but you muſt allow me ſtill to think, my advice about your 
going to Spain, has not turned out ill. 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO THOMAS TOWNSHEND, 


His concern at the diſagreement with fir Robert Walpole.—Expreſſes and men- 
tions Horace Walpole's regard for lord Townſhend, and reſolution not to ace 


cept the office of ſecretary of ſuate. 
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his people, and particularly upon this occaſion, that whatever you may have 
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(Pari:, November 26, 1729.) MR. Walpole hopes to go over to En- 
gland ſoon. I promiſe you, and I am willing to pawn my whole credit upon 
it, that you will find him more reaſonable, and fuller of cordial reſpe& for lord 
Townſhend, than perhaps might be expected in the preſent miſunderſtandings, 
if you were not appriſed of it, I am very ſure that if lord Townſhend had, 
or ſhould ſee reaſon to quit his poſte diſſatisfied, no perſon nor conſideration 
in the world would prevail with Mr. Walpole to accept of it, if it were of- 
fered to him, And I am very ſure, that he laments the preſent diviſions ſo 
fincerely, that he would do any thing in his power towards healing them. I 
ſay this upon the moſt entire conviction; and if the event does not prove it 
true, will be content never to be credited again, but to paſs for one, who is 
to be impoſed on by words, and not capable of knowing thoſe I live and con- 
verſe with every day. | 


HORACE WALPOLE To STEPHEN POYNTZ. 

Lord Townſhend teſtifies his reſolution to reſign.— Is violent againſt the empe- 
| ror, and inclined to ſupport the king's electoral vieus. | 
DEAR SIR, © London, January 21, 1729==30, 


Had the honour by the poſt to acknowledge your excellency's letters of 
the 1ſt, 20, and 21 inſt. N. S. and to ſend you incloſed a letter from the 


cardinall, much to the ſame effect as that which you returned; becaufe count 


Broglio writes in ſo falſe and infamous a manner with reſpe& to my brother 
Walpole and me, almoſt every poſt, that it is thought abſolutely neceſſary to 
prevent his eminence againſt ſuch ſcandalous inſinuations, for fear of their 

making in time ſome impreſſion; and I don't doubt but that your excellency | 
will take all occaſions, without affeQation, to make the cardinal ſenſible of my 
brother's as well as my fincere attachment to the union between the two crowns. 


For the French ambaſſadour repreſents us both as of another diſpoſition, and 


attributes all his diſappointments to us perſonally; and I could heartily wiſh 
lord Townſhend did not ſhow him ſo much confidence and countenance as he 
does, For I am apprehenſive of a deſign on the part of Mr. Chauvelin, to 
change the chanell of negotiation between England and France, and inſtead 
of making it paſs thro' his majeſty's miniſters at Paris, to have it goe directly 
from him to count Broglio, and ſo to the king; which would deprive his ma- 


jeſty of the advantage he has always had of the reaſonable and moderate tem- 
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per of the cardinal, who will become entirely uſeleſs to the king's ſervice, in Period IV. 


caſe Mr. Chauvelin is to have the whole condudt of the affairs, by his writing 
directly to the French ambaſſadour, paſling by, or conferring but ſlightly with 
the Engliſh embaſſadour in France; and therefore I hope you will keep up 
your ſpirits againſt him, and not take it always for granted, that all he ſays in 
the name of the cardinall, comes from his eminence himſelfe. 

Lord Townſhend, ſince his laſt ſhort journey to Norfolk, has not only de- 
clared to moſt of his confidential friends, but even in a calm and ſerious man- 


ner to me, that he is reſolved to reſign as ſoon as the ſeſſion is over; and that 


in the mean time, he will barely give his opinion, but not preſs it in buſineſs, 
acquieſcing with the ſentiments of others. I told him nobody would inſiſt upon 
their opinion, ſo as to make it prevayl in foreign affairs in oppoſition to his, 
who was certainly the beſt judge. He has ſince been as active and eager in bu- 
ſineſs as ever I knew him; and his violence againſt keeping any meaſures at 
all with the emperour, and his endeavours to make all meaſures electorall, pre- 
ferrable to all other conſiderations, which is entirely agreeable to the king's 
ſentiments, make ſome think that his lordſhip has no thoughts of reſigning. 


But I am of opinion, that when the parliament is up, if any thing ſhould hap- 
pen contrary to his defire, he may offer to quitt, as he has already done to the 


king, and will be taken at his word; and will ſome way or other jozle himſelf 
out of place. 

I am in ſuch haſte, and in ſuch concern, on account of this unſettled and em- 
broyled ſtate of affairs at home, that I ſcarce know what I write. Things, how- 
ever, in parliament, will goe on as well as they have begun, but not without 
ſtrong oppoſition. The great debate will be about the Heſſian troops, but we 
ſhall carry it with much the ſame majority, I believe, as we did the firſt day's 
diviſion, which was two to one. 

I forgott to tell you, that at the ſame time, Mr. Chauvelin refuſed to come 
into a plan of meaſures with you, he wrote to count Broglio, to learn the 


ideas of lord Townſhend upon tt; but as the French have now conſented to 


conſider of a plan of meaſures to be immediately ſettled among the allys, I 
ſuppoſe Mr. Chauvelin will have been no longer averſe to confer with you on 
that ſubject. I was yeſterday honoured with your's of the 26th N. S. in- 
cloſing a letter to me from the cardinal of the 24th; but have not yen had 
time to receive his majeſty's commands upon it. 

Pray burn this. 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 


THE DUCHESS OF KENDAL TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Defrres that the maney le le eft to her by the late king, and conſigned him as one of 
her truſtees, may ” paid. 
SIR, London, February 18, 172930. 
S his late majeſty was pleaſed to make you my truſtee, you will not wonder 
at this application. The little trouble I have given you on that head, is 
enough to convince you how great a regard I have had for your aſſurances. 
But having lately engaged in an affair that will require a large ſum to compleat, 
I hope you'll now reſolve to accommodate me with the money entruſted with 
you, my occaſions demanding the whole ſum. This being a private truſt that 
muſt one time or other be accounted for, it may be transferred without inter- 
fering with publick bufineſs. I can eaffly imagine one ſo continually em- 
ployed, may not often think of me or my affairs, but you'll give me leave not 
to forget myſelf, eſpecially in a thing of ſo great importance to me. I am, fir, 
your moſt humble ſervant. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO LORD HARRINGTON AND MR. POYNTZ. 


The oppoſition having agreed to propoſe a ſcheme for opening the trade of the 
Eaſt India company, with a view to raiſe a ſum of money for the public, ſir 
Robert Walpole thwarts their ſchemes by hinting that he ſhould raiſe money 
from that ſociety. Debates on the affair of Dunkirk. Sir Robert Walpole and 
Pelham diſtinguiſh themſetves.—Sir Robert Walpole attacks lord Bolingbroke, 
who is defended by fir William Wyndham.—A moſt animated debate. - Great 
effects of the majority to diſappoint the hopes of oppo tion, and to | prove the 

| ſtability of adminiſtration. 

GENTLEMEN, 4 March 2—13, 1729—30. 

Hope this will find your exeellency lord Harrington, ſafely arrived at 
Paris, to the great comfort of your excellency Mr. Poyntz; and that the 
death of the czar, and the diſappointment the king of Pruſſia has mett with in 
his ſchemes at Dreſden, will ſoon have an influence upon affairs, to the ad- 
vantage of the Hannover allys; on which head, I ſhall ſay no more at preſent, 
becauſe I am perſwaded you are very impatient to know what has paſſed in 
the houſe of commons, on the day of the ſtate of the nation, as what altho' 
in 
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in appearance a domeſtick concern, muſt have a greater effe&t upon our fo- 
reign matters, than almoſt any other incident either foreign or domeſtick, can 
poſſibly have. | 

I am firſt to acquaint your excellencys, that it having been diſcover'd, that 
the adverſarys had ſecretly in the city negotiated a ſcheme for deſtroying the 
charter and excluſive trade of the Eaſt India company, and to lay that trade 
open to all adventurers, on a plauſible pretence of their finding a great ſum of 
money for the uſe of the publick; the chancellour of the exchequer, by way 
of croſs-bite, having talked with ſome of the directors of that company, gave 
a hint to the houſe, as if part of his ways and means might ariſe from that 
ſociety, which extreamly alarmed and ſurpriſed the adverſarys. But as their 
private ſubſcriptions and engagements had gone a great way, they reſolved to 
preſent a petition, with a ſcheme for opening that trade, and paying off the 
company. The petition being accordingly preſented; on Thurſday laſt, a 
great debate enſued, and about nine at night, the court prevayled by a ma- 
jority of 229 againſt 183, and with a generall ſatisfaction to the whig party. 
However, this did not diſcourage the adverſarys from proceeding the next day 
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with vigorous attacks on the affair of Dunkirk; and fir W. W.“ propoſed, * Sir William 
after the examination of witneſſes, and reading papers was over, that what had Wyndham. 


been done relating to the harbour there, was a manifeſt violation of the treatys 
between the two crowns. But the other fide having, before he was ſeconded, 
gott upon the paper the motion for an addreſs; purſuant to what you will find 
tranſſated in the incloſed letter to the court, left open for your peruſall, 
the debate began at about five in the afternoon, laſting very earneſt and 
ſtrenuous till paſt two in the morning, and had ſuch a turn, that the whig-party 
was animated to the laſt degree, which was cheifly occaſioned by fir Robert 
Walpole having very artfully and vigorouſly fell on the late lord B. Sir W. W. 
took his part, and juſtifyed his old friend, making a compariſon between B. 
and fir R. as if the firſt was every way as honeft a man as the latter, which 
was anſwer'd with as much zeal, fire, and good ſenſe by Mr. H. Pelham, as 


ever I heard in my life, and created an univerſall ſpirit, flame, and reſentment _ 


againft B. in the whole houſe; ſo that upon the diviſion, the whigs were 270 
againſt 149. In my opinion, it was the greateſt day with reſpett to the thing 
itſelfe, and the confequences of it both at home and abroad, for his majeſty, 
and the preſent miniſtry, that I ever knew; and muſt, I think, prove a thun- 
derbolt to the adverſarys here, as well as to their friends on your fide the water. 

For 
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were weary of the preſent miniſtry, are in the opinion of moſt people, con- 
founded at once; and I ſhould think, that the ennemy muſt even in their own 
opinion, fall from that preſumptuous imagination, which they had certainly 
entertained to the very day of the debate, of overturning the preſent admi. 
niſtration. | 85 

All that remains is, that France take care, as I don't doubt but the cardinall 
will, to have the works according to the treaty, demoliſhed, notwithſtanding 


the clamour of the inhabitants, or the artfull management, which Mr. Maure- 


pas (who is no friend to England, eſpecially in this point, and certainly in the 
year 1728, did not act according to his eminence's directions) may endeavour 
with ſome other French men to uſe, for diſappointing the execution of the 
works made contrary to the treatys. It is not proper for me to tell you how 
earneſtly the ſeveral ſpeakers, eſpecially the two“ brethren, aſſerted and main- 


tained the preſent good faith of France, and particularly of the cardinall. I 


think your excellencys muſt hear it from other hands, and will make a pro- 


per uſe of it in your diſcourſes with his eminence and Mr. Chauvelin, to whom 


you will be pleaſed to make my ſincere compliments and reſpe&. | 
I am going to court on account of the queen's birth day being kept this 


day, and therefore you will excuſe the haſte and imperfettions of this ſcrawl. 


Harrington 
Papers. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO LORD HARRINGTON AND MR. POYNTZ, 


Exßectations of ſome important motion on the ſtate of the nation, Great 


majority in favour of government.—Inqury into the ſtate of the nation 
cloſed. | | 


MY LORD, AND SIR, London, March 11—22, 1729=-30, 


YESTERDAY being appointed for a committee of the whole houſe, to 

conſider again of the ſtate of the nation, the expectations of ſome new 
and extraordinary attack upon the miniſtry, were raiſed very high, both within 
and without doors, and the adverſarys ſeemed reſolved to ſurpriſe the houſe 
with doing nothing, or ſomething of moment, as they had done before by the 
ſudden attack of Dunkirk. However, we gott intimation the day before, of 
what this mighty no-matter was to be, which ended in Mr. Chetwynd's re- 
ferring the papers relating to St. Lucia, to the conſideration of the committee, 


e Alluding to fir Robert Walpole and himſelf, 


where 
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where he moved a long queſtion, for aſſerting his majeſty's intereſt, and un- Period IV. 
doubted right to the iflands of St. Vincent, St. Lucia, and Dominigo, for pre- — 
venting foreigners making fettlements on thoſe iflands, and for application to 
be made by the king to the court of France, for removing the French ſettle- 
ments there. This queſtion, after the mighty expectations that have been 
raized in the houſe in general, filled with ſtrangers to ſee the reſult of the 
great attack, ſuppoſed to have been intended on the miniſtry, was treated 
with great contempt and ridicule; and after a ſhort, or rather no debate at all, 
it was carryed for leaving the chair by a majority of 295 to 120. And not- 
withſtanding the court party call'd upon their adverfarys to move to have the 
committee for the ſtate of the nation, kept open, if they had any thing further 
to offer, yet the adverſarys abſolutely declined it; fo that this formidable en- 
quiry, that was to have confounded the miniſtry, has at laſt ended in noiſe and 
ſmoke, as much to the glory of his majeſty's ſervants, as to the difgrace and 
contempt of their opponents. I am, with the greateſt reſpect and affection. 


1729. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WAL DE GRAVE. 


Coalition of the tories and diſcontented whigs.—Their diſappointment at the 
concluſion of the treaty of Seville. — Foiled in their attempts to excite diſcon- 
tent about the affair of Dunkirk. —Laments the reſignation of lord Townſhend. 
MY LORD, | March 13—24, 172% 30. 
HE relation which the affairs here in parliament, muſt have to thoſe Waldegrave 
abroad, muſt naturally make every foreign miniſter cautious to know the Papers. 
motives, reſults, and conſequences of the warm tranſactions, that have une x- 
pectedly occurred this ſeſſion. 
The opponents of the miniſters had entertained laſt ſummer, ſuch a ais | 
and certain perſuation, that it would be impoſſible to have a peace with Spain, 
and conſequently that the Britiſh commerce would have ſtill continued in an 
uncertain and precarious ſtate, without ſatisfaction or revenge; that they had 
concerted their meaſures, to call the miniſters to an account, for their indo- 
lence and neglect in ſuffering ſo patiently the inſults of the Spanyards; and 
as this was a very popular point, to a nation jealous of their honour, as well as 
of their privileges of trade, it had created a great ferment among all forts of 
people, gentlemen as well as merchants. In order, therefore, to diſtreſs the 
adminiſtration, the diſcontented whigs had concerted a perfect coalition with 
| the 


wo 


_ — 
—— — — oe ER 
— - — — — 
. UID 4 — — 1 _ 
— — 
— — —— 2A — ————— — 


— —— —„—-— 
— 


672 


Period IV. 
1727 to 1730. 
1 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


the torys of all degrees, and it was agreed to att heartily and vigorouſly in the 
ſame oppoſition; and that for that purpoſe, a ſummons ſhould be made of all 
the torys to be preſent, without ſuffering any excuſe; and this was purſued 
with ſoe much zeal, that I believe there has been in town this year, above 110 
torys, which is within a very few of the whole number elected. 

The concluſion of the treaty of Seville, and conſequently the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of the commerce, with articles for all due and reaſonable ſatisfaction, 
was a ſenſible ſtroak to the united party of the torys and diſcontented whigs. 
However, having made a coalition, and appointed a general muſter in parlia- 
ment, they were reſolved to keep up their ſpirits, and to attempt the attacks; 
and, therefore, they at firſt gave out unaccountable and falſe inſinuations, to 
deceive themſelves and their friends of the points of Gibraltar, and the pri- 
vileges of trade, not being ſufficiently ſecured. But the explicit terms of the 
treaty of Seville, when publiſhed, ſatisfyed ſo well all conſiderate men, and the 
tryall of that point in the houſe of lords, with ſo great a majority, to the advan- 
tage of the court, ſoon made the adverſaries ſenſible, that it was impoſſible for 
them to diſtreſs the miniſters, or to doe any ſervice to the emperour on that 


| head, 


They therefore had recourſe to another ſcheme, which might ſerve their 
purpoſe, if compaſſed, as well; which was to create, if poſſible, a coolneſs and 
jealouſy between England and France; and for that end, the reparation made 
by the townſmen of Dunkirk to that port, afforded, as they imagined, not only 
a plauſible pretext to accuſe the miniſters of indolence, negle&, or cowardice, 
in not putting a ſtop to the proceedings of France, in a point ſo popular, and 
of ſuch conſequence to this nation, but alſo of laying an imputation upon 


France, as violating the moſt ſolemn treatys, at a time of ſo ſtrict an 


allyance. The ſecrecy and art with which this point was managed and 
condutted, and the induſtry employed to create a. ferment through the 
kingdom, and eſpecially in this city, of a deſign of reſtoring the harbour of 
Dunkirk, had indeed occaſioned a great flame both within and out of 
the parliament, upon the firſt opening of it. But the miniſtry having ob- 
tained ſo much time, as to have this matter ſeriouſly enquired into, and 
to make impartiall people, ſee the wicked intention of this malicious en- 
quiry, done with no other view, but to create a jealouſy between England 
and France, and to encourage the emperour, and conſequently, if poſſible, 
to deſtroy the treaty of Seville, or to put a ſtop to the execution of it, 
theſe 
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theſe machinations of the party oppoſite to the court, ſerved only to turn 
to their own confuſion; and I never ſaw in my life ſuch a ſpirit as there was 
in parliament, at the great day of Dunkirk, to ſupport the miniſtry, their mea- 
ſures, and the alliances of the Hanover confederates, and ſuch a rage and re- 
ſentment againſt the oppoſite party, and their allys abroad, ſo that nothing was 
more clear that day, than that altho* the whigs in ſome popular points, ſuch as 
place-bills, will follow their own inclinations, yett this parliament is deter- 
mined to ſupport the preſent adminiſtration and meaſures both at home and 


abroad; and are ſenſible of the malicious contrivances of ſome to bring mat- 


ters into confuſion, for their own private ends, and for that purpoſe to make 


the. ennemys to the Hanover allyance, believe abroad, that there is not that 


ſteddyneſs, vigour, and union in the parliament, as there really is, for the ſup- 
port of his majeſty's government, and his preſent councills. 

I ſhall not mention to you the affair of St. Lucia, becauſe that was treated 
with ſo much ridicule and contempt, that the adverſarys were glad to gett out 
of it as well as they could; and I think I may ſay, I never ſaw a parliament 
like to end with ſo much glory and honour to an adminiſtration, as this will 
doe, notwithſtanding all the efforts, which malice, deſpair, and enyy could in- 
vent, that were employed to confound the preſent ſyſtem, both at home and 
abroad, T1 | | 

There is one thing which certainly encouraged the oppoſition of the en- 
nemy, which was ſome miſunderſtanding among the great men here, which is 
indeed but: too true; and I am afraid, there will be an alteration, which your 
lordſhip and I ſhall be ſorry to fee, by the reſignation of a great man, who 
will not be perſuaded to keep his place, after the end of the ſeſſions. And al- 
though he cannot be ſupplyed in application and abilitys, yett he will, I be- 
lieve, retire in ſuch a manner, if he does go out, and that will be underſtood 
by the generality of people, that it will make no alteration in the party, in the 
meaſures, or in the adminiſtration of affairs; and the ſame ſyſtem will ſtill be 
purſued, both with reſpe& to domeſtick and foreign buſineſs. But this you 
will keep to yourſelfe, and believe me, yours, &c. | 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO THE HON. THOMAS TOWNSHEND. 
On the expected reſignation of lord Townſhend, 
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DEAR SIR, Paris, March 26, 1730. 


— YOU R'S of the 19th paſt, acquainting me with my lord's reſolution of re 


Sydney 
Papers, 


tiring at the end of the ſeſſion, did not come to my hands till ſix days 
after the other letters of the ſame date, which I mention more to excuſe my 
not anſwering it ſooner, than to fill you with jealouſys of its having been de- 
tained deſignedly, or opened, of which I could ſee no marks. 
Tho? I have long expected this reſolution, and ſee and feel the reaſonable- 


neſs of his lordſhip's deſiring retreat, after a life ſpent in hurry and fatigue, and 


at a ſeaſon when the infirmities of age begin to make themſelves felt, and 
give a quicker ſenſe to the croffes and vexations ariſing from the preſent 
fituation of affairs both at home and abroad; yet, I own, that the more I con- 
ſider the conſequences of this reſolution, the more I am confirm'd, that far 


from giving his mind the relief propoſed, it will help to embitter the remain- 


der of his life. I have long had the honor to know and admire his lordſhip's 
virtues, and am ſure he is not one of thoſe who can taſte domeſtic quiet, under 


public misfortunes; or that can feel the leaſt pleaſure in ſeeing affairs miſ- 


carry in the hands of ſuppoſed rivals. But if it were poſſible for him to con- 
tract his thoughts from the care of the public to that of his family and eſtate, 
and to fill up his vacant moments with the amuſements which Rainham is ſo 


well able to furniſh; yet his being ſuppos'd to reſign diffatisfied, muſt give 2 


fatal wound to the whig cauſe, already long languiſhing under the expectation 
of this event; and muſt ſooner or later bring thoſe into power, who, to juſtify 
their own meaſures, may think it indiſpenfably requiſite to blacken thoſe of 
their predeceſſors, and to ſet ſuch enquiries on foot, as how much ſoever they 


might end to his lordſhip's honor, and juſtify to the world the integrity of his 


intentions, yet would entirely blaſt the promis'd comforts of à retreat, and 
waken his attention, in a very diſagreeable manner, to what is going forward 
in the world. The winding up of affairs cannot be at a great diſtance: if a 


war ſhould be the event, which I ſtill think improbable, the canvaſſing the 


reaſons which have brought us to it, would naturally fall within the next ſeſ- 
ſion; and it might not be thought agreeable to the ſteadineſs of his lordſhip's 
former conduR, to withdraw from the yoke at ſo critical a conjunQure. 

If a general pacification can be obtained, it muſt be within this ſummer, 
and ſuch a period would certainly be the moſt proper for breaking off, if this 
were done without any appearance of reſentment; and eſpecially if his lord- 
ſhip, without continuing in the inſupportable fatigues and chagrins of the ſe- 

| cretary's 
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cretary's office, and even without accepting any employment from the go.. Period IV. 
vernment, that ſhould oblige him to attendance, would ſtill continue to lend 77 1735. 
his counſel and aſſiſtance, and be content to paſs for a hearty well-wiſher to 1730. 
the meaſures, carrying on by thoſe that ſhould be employed, there might, 
perhaps, be ſtill ſome hopes of preſerving the whig cauſe, and of ſaving the 
crown from the neceſſity of ever trying perfidious friends. But if this can- 
not be obtained, I own, I can foreſee nothing but total ruin and confuſion to 
all we have been labouring for ever fince the revolution. Theſe things are 
ſo obvious, that I ought to beg pardon for preſuming to repeat them. His 
lordſhip muſt have reaſons unknown to me, not for defiring earneſtly to re- 
tire, but for reſolving to do it immediately, and with the appearance of diſtaſte 
and reſentment, which however diſown'd in words, will gain univerſal belief, 
if it be done before our . affairs abroad, have taken ſome ſhape and 
conſiſtency. | 
When I have ſaid this, I beg leave to aſſure you, that in my low ſphere, 
I long as impatiently as my lord can do, to be entirely releaſed from the bu- 
ſineſs, which my obedience to his commands, could alone ever have engaged 
me in, and in this reſpeQ, his lordſhip's retiring, would contribute to my pri- 
vate eaſe. I would compound, by the loſs of my place, to have a little leiſure 
and retirement for the latter part of my life; but when I reflect on the times, 
we ſaw and felt in the latter end of the queen's reign, and which the breaking 
to pieces the whig party, muſt ſoon bring about again, I own, I can foreſee 
no more comfort in retirement, than in buſineſs; and if my ſtrength and health 
will hold out to carry me thither, I believe I ſhall determine to retire to one 
of our plantations in the Weſt Indies, rather than to live in England, under 
ſuch an aſpett of affairs. | 
I wiſh you all happineſs and bend rie h in the change of your condition; 
nothing could have made England more deſirable to me, than the proſpe& of 
ſeeing you ſo happy, as I verily believe the marrying into that family will 
make you. My utmoſt ambition would have been to have divided my time 
between Rainham and Danſon, if the cauſe of liberty could have held up its 
head in England; but if it muſt fink, I will look out for England ſomewhere 
_ elſe; and wherever 1 can be free from the inſults of that party-rage and op- 
preſſion, which I abominate worſe than death, hic amor, hæc patria. I ſend 
you the melon ſeed you deſired, and am, with the trueſt affection and re- 
ſpelt, &c. | 
4K 2 THE 
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Period IV. THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD HARRINGTON. 
1727 to 1730. | 
Low ſtate of oppoſition.— Lord Townſhend will probably go out, and be fuc- 
ceeded by lord Harrington, —Writes in confidence to him alone, on the ſubject 
of an apprehended war with Spain, and the beſt means of avoiding it. 
MY DEAR LORD, | Whitehall, March 16=27, 1729=30, 
2 HO? I have troubled you already with ſome privates, I could not let this 
apers. 


meſſenger go, without giving you ſome account how things ſtand here, 


Very private. for your information only. We look upon the ennemy to be quite de- 


C op. | 


moliſhed in the houſe of commons, and that our Dunkirk day, and the cloſet- 
ting the committee upon the St. Lucia affair, were the greateſt victories that 
ever were known. I hope they will have a good effect abroad, I think they 
muſt have one here at home. Things at court remain pretty much in the ſame 
ſituation you left them, except, that lord Townſhend's going out ſeems every 
day more fixed, and it is now taken for granted, will happen aſſoon as ever the 
parliament riſes. His ſucceſſour muſt certainly be the man in the world I 
wiſh. I am ſure my friends, and I believe every body elſe, have no other 
thought; this being likely ſoon to be the caſe, I hope you will diſpatch your 
buſineſs, where you are, with all poſſible expedition. Our maſter is a little 
uneaſy, that we hear not one word of the plan of meaſures, and I muſt own I 
am, that the declaration to the emperor is like to go heavily both with the car- 
dinal and the Dutch ambaſſadors. What I now write is in the utmoſt confi- 
dence, and without the knowledge of any of my brethren. | 

I am perſuaded, I need not ſuggeſt to you, reaſons for bringing things to a 
concluſion aſſoon as poſſible. Notwithſtanding all the emperor's warlike prepa- 


tions, I cannot imagine, now the czar is dead, and Pruſſia and Poland are both 


wavering, that the emperor will dare to ſtrike a ſtroke. We have here great 
hopes of the king of Pruſſia, and I may tell you, that the reſolution about the 
diſputes att Brunſwick, is what Kniphauſen himſelf propoſed, and ſeemed ſure 
would be ſatisfactory. You may imagine ſomebody will not be ſorry that things 
ſhould miſcarry hereafter, and for that reaſon, we ſhould be the more upon 
our guard. No arguments that relate perſonally to yourſelf, I am perſwaded, 


will have much weight, but if they had, it now comes to be more immediately 


your own buſineſs, and as I know you are in the righteſt way of thinking 
imaginable, all I wiſh is, that you may be able to ſucceed in your negatiation, 
| to 
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to your own mind, A war is certainly to be avoided, if poſſible; but at the 
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ſame time, our treaty with Spain muſt be executed, and that ſoon. Should we 23 


talk bigg to the emperor att the ſame time we make our declaration? or ſee 
firſt how that will operate? I remember in a late letter from lord Waldegrave to 
Mr. Poyntz, he ſays Realp* told him, he had poſitive proof that we had en- 
tered into engagements with Spain, relating to the emperor's dominions in 
Italy, and that if the emperor could not have that ſecurity, he had better ha- 
zard a war at once: ſure that hint ſhould have been followed, and even Patino 
himſelf, I think, does not ſeem fond of a war; but perhaps the way to avoid one, 
is to ſeem not afraid of one, and prepared for one. But all this, you know 
much better than I, and therefore I muſt begg to have your thoughts in con- 
fidence, upon the ſituation of affairs, what. you think is like to be the event? 
how the cardinal and French miniſters are inclined ? what the Dutch will do, 
and how far the court of Spain will puſh us? Our whole depends upon mak- 
ing a good end of our foreign affairs, which is the reaſon of my giving you this 
trouble. My brother is much your's, and ſo are our brother Walpoles, tho? 
they none of them know of my writing to you. My kind ſervice to Poyntz. 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD HARRINGTON, 


Mentions the diſcontent and diſpleaſure of lord Townſhend, becauſe lord Har- 
rington is to ſucceed him as ſecretary of fate. — Hints that fir Robert Walpole 


had obtained by means of queen Caroline, the king's approbation of their 
meaſures, in oppoſition to lord Townſhend, 


MY DEAR LORD, | Whitehall, March 24—April 4, 1729-30. 
Received the favour of your two private letters, in your own and Mr. 
Blair's letter; the laſt I immediately communicated to ſir Robert and Ho- 

race, and we agreed that the reaſoning in it was ſo good, that it ſhould be ſent 
to the king; but as lord Townſhend has of late taken all occaſions to do you 
all the ill offices he could, we thought he might make an ill uſe of your letter, 


and therefore have not ſhewed it to him; and you will ſee by what I ſhall ſay 


to you, that we did not judge wrong about it. Ever fince you have been gone, 
imagineing, I ſuppoſe, that you are to be his ſucceſſour, (you may gueſs from 
whence we chiefly have our intelligence, and therefore, tho* my friendſhip to 
you, will not lett me conceal it from you, I am ſure you will take no notice of 

it, 


1730. 


* Imperial 
miniſter, 


Harrington 
Papers. 


Private, 


Copy. 


IDE — — — 


678 


Period IV. it, or lett it have any other effect, but to ſhew him how unjuſt his ſuſpicions 


1727 to 1530. 
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+ To the 
queen. 
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and repreſentations have been) his manner of talking upon your ſubjeQ, has 
been lower and meaner, than one could well have imagined him capable of; 
but his favourite topick is, your want of courage and reſolution in buſineſs, 
and he pretends to have been told by one, to whom he ſays you ſaid, you went 
abroad at the riſk of your neck; and he takes great pains to ſhew that ſuch a 
diſpoſition can never ſucceed. He blames loudly your inſtruQtions, which he 


ſays were drawa up by yourſelf, and now has attacked you for having even 


exceeded thoſe inſtructions. Your joint diſpatch, which is all he has ſeen, 
has made him outrageous; he ſays we have been wrong from the beginning, 
nothing but the plan of operations will do, all thoughts of declarations or pro- 
poſals to the emperour, are ridiculous, and that there is no common ſenſe in 


any thing, but in a letter, Poyntz wrote before you left England. 


Laſt week I having been much taken up in the houſe of lords, he, I ſup- 
poſe, vented himſelf with our maſter, and in ſhort, on Sunday laſt, wrote the 
incloſed “ letter to the king, which, with the anſwer, he ſent to Horace on Sun. 
day night, his lordſhip being to go to Norfolk, as he did, on Monday morning, 
Before I knew any thing of this, I had prepared my letter to you both, pretty 
much in the manner it now 1s, which was approved by fir Robert Walpole and 
Horace; but after lord Townſhend's paper, I diſpaired of the king's ſuffering 
it to go. But our good friend fir Robert took it to a certain F place, and in 
ſhort, we have carried our point, notwithſtanding all that had paſt, and the king 
it extreamly pleaſed with the letter, as it now is, which, all things conſider'd, 
I am ſure you muſt approve. His lordſhip has repreſented us, as giving up 
Hanover quite, and has worked much with the king upon that head ; and alſo, 
that we had negleQed puſhing the plan of operations, which he ſays, had right 
meaſures been taken, would have been ſettled long ago. You may imagine, in 
theſe circumſtances, as well as really from an opinion, that we were always of, 
that it was neceſſary to ſettle as ſoon as poſſible ſome plan: I have puſhed 
it very ſtrongly in my letter to you, and I muſt indeed recommend it to you 
moſt earneſtly, that you would either gett France to agree to the plan, or ſome- 
thing of that kind, or ſhew the king that it is not your fault, and that no pains 
have been wanting on your part, For the ſame reaſon, I muſt begg you would 
do what you can about the German points, Mecklenburgh &c. But as I have 


* Printed among the notes between lord Townſhend and the king. 
wrote 
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wrote about that in a private letter to you, I muſt deſire you to anſwer me in Period IV. 
the ſame manner, and that you would keep thoſe letters by themſelves, as 1 4 
intend to do the draughts of them. If you ſucceed in theſe two grand points, 1730. 
our friend will be quite diſappointed. But what a creature is he to be playing 
ſuch a part. A very great perſon, told me this evening, that you were worſe with 
him than fir Robert Walpole. I muſt again begg of you to take no notice 
of theſe hints, which I only ſend you, that you may know how things ſtand 
here. Nothing, I think, can be a greater proof of my friend fir Robert's regard 
for you, than the reſentment the other ſhews to you. 1 am in hopes all will 
do well. 
Lord Townſhend talks ſtill of going out aſſoon as the parliament is up. 
Whither he intends it or no, I can't tell, but it muſt end in that. I am in 
great hopes our {ſcheme of miniſtry will now be ſoon ſettled: aſſoon as it is, 
or I can judge any thing certain about it, you ſhall know it. The only thing 
I think, or att leaſt, flatter myſelf is ſure, is what relates to you. Lett us have 
ſome briſk reſolution about the plan of operations, and ſome ſtrong aſſurances 
about Hanover, and we ſhall be able to defy him, and all he can do. But 
tho? I write ſo ſtrong about operations, we ſhall be all here (king and queen 
not excepted) very glad, if Fonſeca's propoſal about Italy, could finiſh every 
thing, and therefore, it is to be managed with great caution and prudence. 
It is not to be wonder'd att, that the king doubts a little the fincerity of any 
thing flung out by the imperial miniſtry ; but, however, I think you are now 
perfectly appriſed of all we can do here, what our thoughts and wiſhes are; 
but the plan of operations muſt be prefled. Forgive me for ſaying ſo much 
to you, and to you only, you know our circumſtances. All friends, and par- 
ticularly Harry, ſend their compliments. Mine to Poyntz. 
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THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD HARRINGTON AND 
STEPHEN POYNTZ. 


Thanks it improper to attack the Auſtrian Netherlands.— Propoſes to guaranty 
the pragmatic ſanction, provided the emperor wall conſent to the admiſſion 
of Spaniſh garriſons in Parma and Florence. —Settles the propoſed attack 


againſt the emperor. And puts off the diviſion of the conquered countries 
to a future lime. | 


MY 
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Period IV. MY LORD, AND SIR, Whitehall, March 24— April 4, 1730. 
4727 to 1730. J Received by Bowyer, the meſſenger, on the 18th inſtant, the honour of your 
Walpole. excellencies moſt ſecret letter of the 14th—2gth, and lay'd it before the 
Papers. 


NA fecret. 


king; but the affairs in parliament, for ſome days, having required my con- 
ſtant attendance, I have been obliged till now, to deferr the ſending you his 
majeſty's commands upon the contents of it. 

Before I enter into the particulars of your excellencies' letter, I muſt in ge- 
neral acquaint you, that his majeſty was extreamly. concerned, to find that fo 
little progreſs had been made in forming the plan of operations, and mutual 
ſecurity, which his majeſty imputes to the extravagant views of the Spaniards 
on the one hand, and the backwardneſs, not to ſay timidity of the French on 
the other. And as the king thinks, that it is now high time to come to ſome 
concluſion upon this head, that Spain may be convinced the allys are in ear- 
neſt to perform their engagements, and for that purpoſe are ready to take 
ſuch meaſures as will enable them to do it by force, if there ſhould be a ne- 
ceſſity for it; ſo the emperor may ſee, that if he does not conſent to the peace- 
able introduction of Spaniſh garriſons, ſuch a plan is lay'd, as will make it 
impoſſible for him to give any oppoſition to it; which the king thinks will the 
more incline him to conſent to any ultimatum, that ſhall be thought proper to 
be offer'd him. | 


That your excellencies may be perfectly apprized of his majeſty's ſenti- 


ments, in what manner this may be done with the greateſt proſpe& of ſucceſs, 


and liable to the leaſt objeQion, his majeſty has conſidered the propoſal given 
in by the Spaniſh miniſters, at your laſt conference, and the account that your 
excellencies give of what paſs'd upon that occaſion. His majeſty was very 
glad to find, that the Garde des Sceaux had aſſured you, that the French were 
ready to reſtrain themſelves in whatever manner ſhould be thought proper, from 
acquiring any part of the emperor's poſſeſſions; which his majeſty thinks, in the 
forming of any plan, or taking of any meaſures, ſhould be thoroughly under. 
ſtood, as well for the ſervice of the common cauſe, as for engaging the allies 
more heartily in the purſuit of it. For the ſame reaſon, the king entirely 
agrees with the Dutch miniſters, that it would be highly improper to think of 
attacking the emperor in the Netherlands; but that all that ſhould be done 
on that fide, is to be upon the defenſive, and to prevent the imperial troops 
that are there, from being ſent to reinforce the emperor's army in other 
parts. 

The 
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The method which the king thinks would at once bring the emperor to a 
compliance, remove all the difficulties that the Dutch ſeem to have, and not 
be liable to moſt of thoſe which the cardinal apprehended, would be for the 
allys to aſſemble a body of troops at Hailbron, or ſomewhere between the 
Neckau and the Mein, to conſiſt of French, which ſhould be joyn'd by Hef. 
ſians, Danes, Engliſh, Hanoverians, and Dutch, upon their march towards 
Sileſia or Bohemia, in the manner that was propoſed in 1727, as you will find 
in Mr. Walpole and colonel Armſtrong's joint letter to me of 16—2q7 May, 
that year, of which I incloſe a copy; and when once ſuch an army is aſſembled 
in thoſe parts, it will be very eaſy to march into the emperor's countrys, either 
of Bohemia or Sileſia, and intimidate him from giving any oppoſition to the 
execution of our engagements in Italy. And it is moſt probable, that if the 
court of Vienna could but have a notion, that ſuch a meaſure was reſolved 
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on, they would readily give into any ultimatum, that ſhould be offer'd on the 


part of the allys. | SS 
Before this could be putt in execution, we ſhou'd ſee clearly what the king 
of Pruſſia would do, and for that reaſon, it will be neceſſary for the allys to 


agree to a ſuitable declaration to be made to him, in order to know what part 


he will take, which in all probability would diſpoſe him to agree to what 
ſhould be propoſed to him. But if after all, his Pruſſian majeſty ſhould joyn 
with the emperor, this army, or part of it, might then march towards Grave, 
and by entering the dutchy of Cleeves, prevent him from giving the emperor 
much aſſiſtance. The objeQtion, that the cardinal made, with relation to the 
princes of the empire, his majeſty thinks, may eaſily be removed, ſince we 
ſhall have but little advantage from our treaty with the four electors, if it will 
not entitle the allys to a paſſage for their troops through their countrys; and 
if they agree to it, with thoſe that are already in alliance with us, there is lit- 
tle reaſon to apprehend any oppoſition from the other princes of the empire. 
I may in confidence acquaint your excellencies, though you will take no no- 
tice of it, that one great inducement to his majeſty, for preferring a ſcheme of 
this nature to all others, is, that it is not only the moſt probable one to ſuc 
ceed, but it is not liable to the objeQion of overturning the ballance of power, 
or weakening that intereſt too much, which at another time may be neceſſary 
for the ſupport of it. | 1 

If ſome ſuch plan as this be once agreed to, the difficultys relating to the 
war in Italy, will in great meaſure ceaſe; ſince it is not to be imagined, that 
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Period IV. the emperor will have his own country expoſed to be overrun with fuch an 


1727 to 1730. 
— nerd 


army, purely for the ſake of preventing the admiſſion of Spaniſh garriſons into 
Tuſcany and Parma. 

Your excellencies will be pleaſed to communicate theſe his majeſty” 8 
thoughts to the cardinal and Garde des Sceaux, and acquaint them, that if 
fomething of this kind be not forthwith reſolved on, there is great reaſon to 
fear, that the emperor may keep us in ſuſpence, and prevent the execution of 
the treaty of Seville, by which we may run a riſk of loſing Spain, the de- 
taching of which from the emperor, has coſt the allys ſo much pains and 
trouble; and therefore the king hopes they will no longer delay coming to a 
reſolution upon this head. You will alſo communicate theſe his majeſty's 
ſentiments, to the Dutch miniſters, and even to the Spaniards, if you think it 
adviſeable; and you will ſhew the Spaniſh miniſters, how ready and forward 
his majeſty is to take all reaſonable meaſures for the execution of his engage- 
ments, which, if not done, cannot be imputed to the king. 

Having now given your excellencies his majeſty's thoughts fully upon the 
plan of operations, I come to anfwer the remaining part of your letter. The 
king was very much furpriſed to find, that the Dutch miniſters had not yet re- 
ceived directions to joyn in the declaration propoſed in the inſtruftions, ſinee 
it was communicated to the penſionary two months ago, and formed upon this 
plan: but, however, as what the cardinal diQated to Mr. Fonſeca, is in great 
meaſure conformable to that declaration, his majeſty thinks, that this matter 
ſhould reſt, till we can agree upon an ultimatum to be offer'd to the empe- 
ror, in caſe he ſhould refuſe what the cardinal has propoſed to him; except 


that your excellencies and the Dutch miniſters ſhou*d take a proper oppor- 


tunity to let the imperial miniſters know, that his majeſty and the Dutch are 
in the ſame ſentiments towards the emperor; but that whatever his imperial 
majeſty's reſolution may be, they are determined forthwith to execute their 
engagements to Spain, in the manner ſtipulated by the treaty of Seville. 

As to what the imperial minifters here lett fall in converſation, his majeſty 
is far from having any objection to the guarantying the ſucceſſion of the em- 
peror's poſſeſſions in Italy to the Caroline arch-ducheſſes, if his imperial ma- 
jeſty would, on that condition, conſent to the introduction of Spaniſh garriſons 
into Tuſcany and Parma, and adjuſt all the diſputes ſubſiſting between him and 
the allys. And therefore your excellencies may concur with the Dutch mi- 
niſters in endeavouring to diſpoſe the cardinal to conſent to the forming of a 

plan 
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plan upon this principle, to be propoſed by the allys to the emperor, as an ul- 
timatum, in caſe his eminency's ſecret negotiation with Mr. Fonſeca, ſhould 
not ſucceed. But as this appears to have been the penſionary's thought ſome 
time ago, and ſeems now to be flung out in a manner by the imperialiſts them. 
ſelves, your excellencies will take care to manage it in ſuch a way, as that the 
Spaniards may not imagine it aroſe from his majeſty, or think him backward 
in the execution of his engagements to Spain, And his majeſty is of opinion, 
for the reaſons your excellencies mention, that it is very poſſible, the French 
and Spaniards may both be brought to conſent to it. However, though theſe 
are his majeſty's ſentiments, yet in order to have this propoſal accepted by the 
emperor, whenever the allys ſhall think fit to make it, your excellencies will 
preſs the ſettling forthwith the plan of operations, and not let the cardinal di- 
vert you from entering immediately upon that conſideration, by giving you 
diſtant hopes of agreeing hereafter to this propoſal, and by that means loſe the 
whole ſeaſon in negotiation, and continue things another year upon the foot 
they are at preſent. 

His majeſty agrees in opinion with the French miniſtry, that it would be a 
great advantage to the common intereſts of Europe, if a proper match could 


be had for don Carlos, to prevent his marrying one of the arch-ducheſſes, and 


would gladly joyn in promoting it; and his majeſty wou'd have your excel- 
lencies endeavour to learn more fully the cardinal's ſentiments upon it, and 
whether he has any particular perſon in view for this purpoſe. | 

The king entirely approved the aſſurances which were given by the mi- 
niſters of all the allys, in your joynt conference to thoſe of Spain, agreeable 
to what is preſcribed in your inſtructions; and alſo your propoſing to them, 
that Spain ſhould begin, without further loſs of time, to attempt the introduc- 
tion of Spaniſh garriſons, with the force agreed upon by the treaty of Seville, 
to which his majeſty would add, that it ſhould be offerred to the conſideration 
of their court, whether it might not be proper for them to have, at Barcelona, 
a number of their troops and tranſports in readineſs to be employed in ſup- 
porting the introduction, if it ſhould be oppoſed. Your excellencies were 
very right in aſſuring the Spaniſh miniſters, that his majeſty's quota, both of 
ſhips and troops, ſhould be ready, whenever they ſhall be demanded; and 
you may let them know, that two ſhips of the line of battle, will be forthwith 
ſent to joyn the four men of war now in the Mediterranean, and that two bat- 
talions of 600 men each (officers included) will be taken either from Gibral- 
tar or Port Mahon, | 
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Since the French are ſo averſe to ſend any of their troops to Italy by ſea; 
it will be the more neceſſary to ſecure forthwith the king of Sardinia in the in- 
tereſt of the allys; and therefore your excellencies will acquaint the cardinal 
and the reſt of the miniſters, that his majeſty is of opinion, that the allys 
ſhould immediately take proper meaſures for that purpoſe; and you will learn 
the ſentiments of the cardinal and the other miniſters, in what manner it will 
be moſt adviſeable to apply to the king of Sardinia, i in order to induce him 
to take part with us. 

The diviſion of conqueſts, will, according to his majeſty's ſcheme of a war, 
if it becomes neceſſary, be a very diſtant proſpect. Your excellencies will 
therefore endeavour to putt off for the preſent, any particular conſideration 
on this head, but you will in general give the Spaniards to underſtand, that 


whenever this happens to be the caſe, the firſt uſe that ought to be made, of 


any advantages the allys may obtain, is to ſecure the execution of the treaty of 
Seville, and for the reſt, the allys ought to have a proportionable ſhare, and 
that England will expett a reaſonable compenſation for the part we ſhall bear 


in the expenſe of the war. As to what was defired by the Dutch miniſters, 
that the regiments ſhou'd be ſpecified which the king will fend to their aſſiſtance, 


as his majeſty's quota upon the foot of the defenſive alliance with them, in 
caſe they ſhould be attacked, your excellencies will acquaint them, that his ma- 
Jeſty intends the Heſſian troops for that ſervice, if there ſhould be occaſion, and 
that his majeſty will alſo have 8000 or 10,000 Engliſh in readineſs to be ſent 
wherever it may be moſt uſefull for the ſervice of the common cauſe. I have 
referred to the lords commiſſioners of the admiralty, by his majeſty's order, 
that part of your excellencies” letter, which relates to the preventing of dif. 
putes between the ſquadrons, about precedency and ceremonial when they 
joyn, and particularly what had been agreed upon a like occaſion in 1692, 
that councills of war ſhould be held on board one of the Dutch ſhips; and as 
ſoon as I have their report, you ſhall know his majeſty's pleaſure upon it. In the 
mean time, his majeſty would be glad to know what rank the grand prior, who 
is propoſed to command the French ſquadron, has, that his * may have 
an admiral of equal rank to command his ſquadron. 

As to the affair of the guaranty of Berg and Juliers, about which ſo much 
time, and ſo many confederacies and letters to and fro, have been employed, 
his majeſty wiſhes, that the French miniſters would agree to the declaration, 
which I laſt ſent you, and to the incloſed ſecret article, made conformable to 


it. But if you cannot prevail with them to let them ſtand as they are, his ma- 
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jeſty will conſent that the words, at the end of the declaration, excepted againſt Foto wa yet 
by Mr. Chauvelin, viz. auſſi bien que celuy du ſecond article ſeparé et ſecret. 


may be omitted, rather than the negociation ſhould break off, and on condition 
that the French do immediately ſettle the plan of operations, and concurr in 
diſpoſing the princes of the empire to conſent, that the allys ſhould make ſuch. 
motions as are neceſſary for putting that plan in execution. However, the king 
has not thought fitt to lett count Broglio know, that his majeſty will depart from 
theſe words, It being probable, from the abbe Franguiny's letters to the Garde 
des Sgeaux, and the marquis de Santa Cruz, that the grand duke, in his own 
diſpoſition, is not ſo averſe to the peaceable introduQion of Spaniſh garriſons, 
and the ſecuring of don Carlos” ſucceſſion, being what is generally wiſh'd for 
by the people of Florence of all ranks and degrees, his majefly would have 
you offer it to the cardinal's conſideration, whether it would not be right for 
the miniſters of the allys at that court, to endeavour to prevail with the ſenator 
Montemagni, who is the only miniſter of the great duke, that has acceſs to him, 
to diſpbſe his maſter to conſent at once to the peaceable introduttion, and to of- 
fer that gentleman a handſome preſent, to be made him by the allys, in order to 
engage him to do ſo important a ſervice, and which would be ſo much for the 
intereſt, and ſo agreeable to the inclinations of his own country; taking care, 
however, that ſenator Montemagny ſhould not imagine, that the allys were 
the leaſt backward in procuring that introduction by force, if the grand duke 
ſhould not conſent to it. 


THE EARL OF. WALDEGRAVE TO HORACE WALPOLE, 


Rejoices at the ſucceſs in parliament, Opinion prevalent, that the I. any 
would fall, 

DEAR SIR, | Vienna, April 12, 1730. 
Return you a thouſand thanks for the honour of your letter of the 13th 
paſt. It was very good in you to think of me, and to give up ſo much of 

your time in the explanation of ſome matters, of which the newſpapers had 
brought me but an imperfe&t account. However, all my intelligencers did 
you a piece of juſtice, which you deny yourſelf, and F hope, that as an old 
friend, I may without compliment or flattery, heartily congratulate you on the 
ſhare you have had in this glorious ſeſſion of parliament, which has proved, 
notwithſtanding the joint efforts of the ill- intentioned, ſo much to his majeſty's 
honour, and ſo ample a juſtification of the condu of his faithfull ſervants. 


You 


1730. 


nee 
Papers. 
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Period IV. You may eaſily imagine, what notions this court was led into by their in- 


1727 to 1730. 
— 


Weſton 
Papers. 


Apart. 


Copy. | 


formers. It was taken for granted, that the preſent miniſtry would be but 
ſhort lived, and ſome here, were, I am very well aſſured, good natured enough 
to me, to pretend to be ſorry for the ſituation I was in, which was to involve me 
in my friends“ misfortunes. However, I have reaſon to believe, that their late 
advices are very different from the former, and that they begin to find out, that 
their preſent friends in England, are not to be depended upon; and prince Eu- 
gene told me laſt night, that the court party had taken the upper hand, and 
carryed every thing before it. I am very much concerned at what you tell 
me of a friend of our's reſolution. On all account, I wiſh it was to be alter- 
ed, tho* from the manner you write, it is hardly to be expected. I beg you 
will preſent my humble reſpects to fir Robert; and that you will believe me, 
that nobody can be with greater truth and reſpe&, than I am, dear fir, &c. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE., 


Informs him that he will not remain long at Vienna. — Of, his own intention to 


reſign, —And that lord Harrington will fucceed to the office of ſecretary 
of ſlate. | 
MY LORD, | Whitehall, April z May 2, 1730. 
PP HOUGH I could not ſpeak ſo fully and openly in my other letter, I may 
in this acquaint your lordſhip in confidence, that the time of your con- 
tinuing at Vienna, cannot but be very ſhort. Mr. Walpole is already here, 
and will not return to Paris, unleſs it be barely upon a compliment, and to take 
leave of the French court. Mr. Poyntz will very ſoon be recalled from 


thence, his majeſty deſigning to give him ſome employment here at home: 


and as for my lord Harrington, he is, as I am perſuaded, intended to ſucceed 
me in the poſt of ſecretary of ſtate, which I ſhall very ſoon have his majeſty's 
leave to reſign. As I inform'd your lordſhip, when I laſt had the pleaſure of 
ſeeing you, of my reſolution to take this ſtep, I have not ſince thought it ne- 
ceſſary to trouble you with any particulars concerning it. I ſhall only take 
the liberty to aſſure you, that I am ſo ſenſible of their majeſty's great goodneſs 
to me, upon this and all other occaſions, that I ſhall always to the utmoſt 
of my power, contribute to ſupport their intereſt and ſervice. 1 cannot in- 
form your lordſhip, whom his majeſty intends for your ſucceſſor at Vienna, 
that being not yet determined, and therefore ſhall only add to this trouble, 
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my ſincere congratulations upon this freſh mark of the king's value and eſteem Period IV. 
for you, together with the aſſurances of my being always with, &c. ia tin ger 
P. S. Your lordſhip will be pleaſed to obſerve the utmoſt ſecrecy with re- 1730. 

gard to the contents of this letter. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 


Efforts of oppoſition, wholly defeated in parliament. Lord Townſhend de- 
termined to reſign, —Arrangements to be taken by fir Robert CD in 
conſequence of that event. 

MY LORD, | | | April 21—=May 2, 1730s 
PON my return out of the country, where I had been for a few days, I waldegrave 
mett with the melancholy news of lady Waldegrave's death, at which, I — 
heartily condole with your lordſhip. 
This ſeſſion of parliament, is in a manner come to a concluſion, and I think 

I may ſay to a glorious concluſion, for the intereſt of his majeſty, and the 

honour of his miniſters, for the boldneſs and violence of the oppoſition, where 

all the forces of the ennemy from all quarters, were united and collected; 
and all the artillery of falſehood and ſcandal, was flung in to make the ennemys 
army appear more formidable, made the vittory more compleat and deciſive, 

as is uſual after great battles. Skirmiſhes, that have happened fince the day 
of Dunkirk, have ſerved only to expoſe the weakneſs of the opponents, tho? 
certainly intended to give the ennemys abroad, courage and countenance, and 
to make Richenbach, the Pruſſian miniſter, and other foreign, not to ſay do- 
meſtick ſcriblers, write falſe and wonderfull accounts of the ſpeeches made 
againſt the court. Though I cannot but think but your's will by this time be- 
come ſenſible, how vain their expectations muſt have been, and how fruitleſs 
any meaſures muſt be, that are grounded upon the hopes of a party here, 
ſtrong enough to ſupport the imperiall court, in their oppoſition to the engage- 
ments of the treaty of Seville. For the allys begin know to feel, that their 
moderation is no otherwiſe received by the imperiall miniſters, than to gain 
time, and to amuſe them, without any intention of an accommodation, as if the 
allys were not ſtrong enough, nor united well enough to concert and execute 

a vigorous plan for fulfilling the engagements with Spain. But they will cer- 

tainly be diſappointed at Vienna in this empty notion, as much as they were in 

that of the miniſters being diſtreſſed in England. I ſhall not pretend to teli 
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better hands; but certain it is, that orders are given for ſeverall battallions 
both here and in Ireland, to gett ready for an embarkation on the firſt notice, 
which, together with what we have already in Gibraltar and Port FIRE will 
make a conſiderable quota on our part. 
I hinted to you before the reſolution of a great man to retire: that is fixed 
and unalterable, as ſoon as the parliament is up, and as ſeverall places are 
vacant, fir Robert Walpole has been employed in ſeveral conferences with. his 
majeſty to fill them up, and upon his advice, the king has reſolved, as I am 
told, to make lord Wilmington privy-ſeall, with a ſalary of goool. per ann. 
and lord Trevor preſident of the council, with 40001. per ann. The duke of 
Dorſett will goe lord lieutenant to Ireland, Mr. Horace Walpole is to be 
made cofferer, and *tis thought, that lord Harrington will be ſecretary of ſtate, 
as ſoon as lord Townſhend has reſigned. And it is believed, and not without 
reaſon, that your lordſhip will be named for ambaſſadour at Paris, as what will 
be agreable to you. Nobody is yett mentioned to ſucceed you at Vienna; but 
it is not at all unlikely, but that Mr. Robinſon may be ſent thither miniſter 
plenipotentiary, as being perfectly acquainted with the ſtate of affairs in Eu- 
rope, untill ſome other ſhall be thought of to reſide there, or untill the ſuc- 
ceſs of the events of this year, with regard to peace and war be ſeen. If your 
lordſhip has any objettion to going to Paris, you will lett me know by the firſt 
opportunity, and I will mention it where it is proper; but I am told, that 
marſhall Berwick wiſhed to have ou in France, as what might be agreeable 


to you. 


I had like to » fin to tell you, that in the laſt debate upon the ſtate of the 
nation, in the houſe of lords; lord Strafford moved that the Heſſian troops 
were burthenſome and uſeleſs; and it was carried in the negative, eighty 
againſt twenty. 

This day the opponents moved! in the houſe of commons (upon the rumour 
of troops being ordered to hold themſelves in readyneſs) an addreſs to his 
majeſty to lay the ſecret article of the treaty of Seville before the parliament, 
and after a debate of about an hour and half, it was carried in the negative, 
no's 277, aye's 75, and it plainly appeared by this debate, and by the com- 
plexion of the houſe, that they will ſupport his majeſty in fulfilling his engage- 
ments for the execution of the treaty of Seville. Your's moſt affection- 
ately, &c. | 


THE 
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THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD HARRINGTON. 


King's predilection for Hanover.—Diſpoſal of employments.—Congratulates 
himſelf that he ſhall have lord Harrington for his colleague. Expreſſes 
high ſenſe of the great obligations which they owe to fir Robert Wal. 
pole. —Lord Townſhend will ręſign.—Sends him a lift of the new admini- 
ſtration. . 
MY DEAR LORD, Newcaſtle Houſe, April 23——May 4, 1730, 
I Am perſwaded you do me the juſtice to think that my other letter to you, 
makes me as happy as man can be in the employment I now have. The 
proſpett I have of your aſſiſtance and advice in the execution of my office, 
and my dependence in every thing upon your friendſhip, give me more joy 
than I am able to expreſs. And as we all owe our happy ſituation to fir 
Robert Walpole's friendſhip (not forgetting Horace) I hope you will forgive 
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me (who have ſeen what I daily ſee) if I aſſure you, greater obligations can- 


not be to any man, than you, my brother, and I, have to him, tho” 
would take up too much of your time, to explain them all to you at — Bg 
Sir Robert and Horace both write to you by this meſſenger. Pray write warm 
and affetionate letters to them both. 

Lord Townſhend certainly goes out the laſt day of the ſeſſions, which will 
be in leſs than a fortnight. He has already, as it were, taken his leave, and 
has the king's permiſſion to reſign the ſeals, when the parliament riſes, I ſhall 
not ſay much upon this ſubject. I have had two free conferences with 
king and queen. Hanover is lord Townſhend's great merit, and we have 
been all repreſented as wanting zeal, &c. I have been forced to purge my- 
ſelf, and have flung in a word or two for you, when proper. The king told 
me, his dependance for Hanover, muſt now be upon you and I. I am per- 
ſwaded you will write ſuch an anſwer to my letter, as will ſhew the king he 
may depend upon you. But I would ſubmitt it to you, whether it may not 
be proper for you, to take this occaſion of writing a letter of thanks to the 
king, with aſſurances, that may comprehend all his majeſty's intereſts; and if 
you will ſend it to me, under a flying ſeal, I will adviſe with fir Robert, whether 
it ſhall be given to the king or not. 

I ſuppoſe you will be preparing to come home; for aſſoon as lord Townſ- 
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already wrote to, to be in readineſs to come to Paris, upon the firſt notice. 
Robinſon, we think, ſhould go to Vienna, but that is not fixed, Your friend, 


Tom Pelham, is to be ſecretary to the embaſſy to lord Waldegrave; and we. 
all wiſh, for reaſons we will tell you hereafter, that you would continue Mr. 


Weſton, your commiſſioner. Tilſon, I conclude, you will not think of re- 
moving. I fend you encloſed, our ſcheme of employments. You will take 
no notice of them to any body. Sure a better ſcheme never was made. 
Lord Witmington will, if rightly managed, be a great ſtrength to us. God 


bleſs fir Robert, tis all his doing; and lett us in return, reſolve to make him 


as happy as we can, and have but one thought and one way, acting in every 
thing for the king's ſervice, which muſt make us a happy, and I think, a ſucceſs 
ful miniſtry. Don't mention the * of „ to PP body but 12 
»Tis not quite ſettled, 

P. S. Sir R. has been fo wken up thi evening, that * beggs 928 vould 
excuſe him till the next meſſenger goes. 


THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


nn Y peace or war. 
DEAR SIR, Vienna, April 26, 1730. 
OV are very obliging in continuing to inform me of what paſſes in En- 
gland, I wiſh in return I cou'd fend you any thing from hence worth 
your notice. You were tightly informed with relation to the frmple ftorys 
that were ſent over; I am ſorry that poor Kinſky fhould have been fo miſled, 


de ſeemed to be quite otherwiſe diſpoſed when I parted from him laſt at Ha- 


nover. We are here, according to all appearance, under a ſtate of uncertainty ; 
one day, nothing bat peace, the next, war is unavoidable. I don't hear that 
any kind of preparation is making amongſt the general officers for their equi- 
pages, nor that any are appointed to command the great body of troops that 


are on their march for Italy; it is believed, that till its determined where 


prince Engene is to command, the other general will not be named, that he 
may take with him, thoſe he likes beſt to have about him. 


HORACE 


8 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 691 


HORACE WALPOLE TO LORD HARRING TON AND s. POYNTZ, Period IV. 
1727 to 1730. 
To preſs the attack on Sicily, as the moſt likely method to force the emperor 


to accede,—Order given by the king to have troops in readineſs for fo. 1730. 
reign ſervice, alarms the imperial embaſſador. —Oppoſition move for the 
ſecret articles of the treaty of Seville, —Loſe it by a great majority. 
Difficulties about the double marriage with Pruſſia, = Lord Harrington to 
| be made ſecretary of ſtate, on the reſignation of lord Townſhend, —Lord 
MWilmington's cordial union with the miniſter, confounds oppoſition. 
MY LORD, AND SIR, London, April 23--May 4, 1739, 
S to the public affairs where you are, your excellencys will be fully in- Harrington 
formed by the duke of Newcaſtle, of his majeſty's reſolution to conform Papers. 
himſelfe in every reſpett to your laſt diſpatch, relating to the attack of Sicily; 
to concur with the French and Dutch miniſters, in repreſenting to the Spaniſh 
court, the difficulty of a deſcent upon Naples, as well as the proſpect of ſucceſs ll 
for fulfilling the engagements of the treaty of Seville, by that of Sicily; which | 9 
in all probability, will bring the emperor to hearken to the propoſitions, that may | 
be ſuggeſted to him for an accommodation, or perhaps diſpoſe the Spanyards, | 
if the emperor ſhould be difficult or dilatory in his anſwer (which I ownn 3 ill If 
very much apprehend) to cloſe with the propoſal of the great duke, to receive 
don Carlos in perſon, and ſettle his ſucceſſion, which, in my opinion, is the | [| | 
moſt deſirable ſcheme, if it will ſatisfye Spain. But in all events, it is very 
poſſible, that the great duke will not reſiſt (notwithſtanding what the empe- 
rour's threats have obliged him to declare) the introduction of the troops, | 
when they arrive before Leghorn; and that even his own people will be diſ- | 
poſed to forward their admiſſion, unleſs the emperour, beforehand, will ſtrike | 
ſo bold a ſtroak, as to make himſelf maſter of Tuſcany. || 
In the mean time, while the intimation, which was given here by the king's | il 
orders, for regiments to be in readyneſs, without declaring for what ſervice (al- 
tho* founded upon the propoſall of 8000 men, as the king's quota) extreamly 
alarmed the opponents here, and the freinds to count Kinſki, to ſuch a degree, | 
that they moved the houſe on Tueſday, for an addreſs to have the ſecret ar- 
ticles of the treaty Seville, lay'd before them, but without any ſpirit or ſtrength il 
to ſupport ſuch an extraordinary propoſition, as appeared in the debate, and | || 
in n the diviſion, The queſtion paſſed in the negative, by 197 againſt 75, and | 
4T 2 indeed | 
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883 indeed, the zeal was ncaa on the court's fide. It is ſayd, that this 
. 


motion aroſe from a concert with count Kinſky, who ſent the night before, an 
expreſs to his court, with an account, that 8000 men were ordered for fo- 
reign ſervice; and he told his friends here, that upon the arrival of his expreſs, 
he was ſure the emperour would order his troops to march into Leghorn. 

As to the court of Pruſſia, you will have heard, that the affairs of the con- 
greſs of Brunſwick, are determined; but nothing is yett certain about the mar- 
riages, the king of Pruſſia having inſiſted upon that of the prince of Wales 
with the princeſs royal of Pruſſia; without taking notice of the other. Sir 
Charles Hotham's orders, on the other ſide, are peremptory, not to conſent to 
one marriage, without the other; but not to declare that openly, or directly 
to any perſon but Kniphauſen; and fir Charles has condutted himſelfe in ſuch a 
manner, as to make the king of Pruſſia conclude, that his majeſty expects the 
double marriage, and at the ſame time, has not refuſed to conſent to the ſingle 
one of the prince of Wales. But he has been ſo preſſed to ſpeak out, that he 
has been obliged to diſpatch an expreſſe for farther orders; intimating at the 
ſame time, as if he had it from undoubted hands, that the king of Pruſſia will like- 
wiſe conſent to the marriage of the prince royall to a princeſs of England, if the 
prince royall might be made ſtadthoulder, or regent of Hanover, and the royall 
couple might goe to reſide there. This propoſition of the prince royall of 
Pruſſia, being made ſtathoulder of Hanover, was entirely rejected by his ma- 
jeſty, notwithſtanding all his miniſters were for it. In the mean time, before 
the courier was diſpatched back again to Berlin, letters from fir Charles Ho- 
tham, brought an account that the king of Pruſſia might be contented, and the 
double marriage be made at the ſame time, if the princeſs, to be married to the 
prince royall of Pruſſia, might be made regent of Hanover, to which his ma- 
jeſty has conſented, and the courrier is ſent ſome days ſince, with that conſent. 
to Berlin. This I tell you in confidence, becauſe I don't know whether the 
duke of Newcaſtle will be able to obtain his majeſty's leave, which he intends to. 


afk this day, to inform you of it, and I mult leave it your excellency to judge, 


whether either of you will, in confidence, mention this important affair to the 
cardinal only, as an inſtance of his majeſty's readyneſs to. come to an entire 

accommodation with the king of Pruſſia. 
As I ſhall not return to France, except it 1s to take my leave of the court, 
his majeſty is determined to ſend my lord Waldegrave thither, but as it will 
be 
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be likewiſe neceſſary to have ſome perſon, that is perfectly well appriſed 
of the preſent ſtate of affairs at Vienna, before his lordſhip quitts that place; 
it is likely that Mr. Robinſon will have orders to goe thither, with the character 
of miniſter plenipotentiary, but this laſt is not yett determined. However, 
I don't know how tis poſſible to find out a perſon that is well enough informed, 
or that can goe time enough to Vienna, which court muſt not be left without 
a miniſter at this juncture, to ſupply lord Waldegrave's place for the preſent; 
untill things are entirely ſettled, or entirely broken with the emperour. If 


ſome orders be not ſent immediately from the French court to their emiſſary 
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1730. 


at Dunkirk, to begin the demoliſhing of the works contrary to treaty, we 


are informed, that the adverſe party will mention the affair again in the houſe, 
before all the buſineſs is over. Your excellencys know the order was po- 
fitive, that the French commiſſary ſhould not only make a report, but ſhould 
alſo demoliſh the works, which he refuſes to doe without farther orders: and 
Laſcelles writes this word every poſt, the ennemys have alſoe their ſpys at 
Dunkirk, that give them an account of the progreſs of this affair, and even 
Brinſden has been there. | 

Lord Townſhend having declared to the king in form, that he will deliver 
up the ſeals the day the parliament is up, his majeſty has reſolved to make you, 


lord Harrington, ſecretary of ſtate, but will not have it declared, untill the 


reſignation of lord Townſhend; upon which, your excellency, I preſume, will 
have ſome particular notice, in confidence, from the duke of Newcaſtle. The 


| acceſſion of lord Wilmington to the adminiſtration, eſpecially in the manner 


it has been done by a perfect union and concert with thoſe already employed, 


has ſurpriſed and ſtruck the ennemys more than any thing that could happen. 


I hope the Dutch intend to furniſh their quota, upon the expedition for Italy, 


in troops, as well as the other powers; or elſe it may have an ill effect here. 

I need not tell your excellency, Mr. Poyntz, how much thoſe that will con- 
tinue in the adminiſtration are, and will continue to be your ſincere freinds 
and humble ſervants; tho? indeed their majeſtys' inclination is fo ſtrong in your 
behalfe, that joyned with your own merit, you will want nobody's aſſiſtance. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDE GRAVE. 


Quits his embaſſy at Paris.—Lord Waldegrave to ſucceed kim. Things wear 
the appearance of a ſpeedy accommodation,—Calm and tranquillity in 

England. | 
| MY 


694 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period IV. MY LORD, | London, May t=17, 1730. 
3727 to 1730. | | 
— eunnns 


Am extreamly obliged to you, for the honour of your lordſhip's letter of the 
Waldegrave 26th paſt, and for the noble preſent you intend me. As for Paris, it is un- 
Pers. certain whither I ſhall goe again; or at leaſt, when I ſhall goe, which to be 
ſure, will be only to take my leave, and therefore the beſt way will be to addreſs 

any thing for me at London. 
By the time your lordſhip will receive this, you will have his majeſty's per- 
miſſion to leave Vienna, on account of particular affairs, but I believe your 
finall ſettlement will end in being embaſſadour at Paris. I will keep my houſe 
for you, untill I can hear from you; there will be a great many, but uſefull 
things relating to furniture, at your ſervice: whether you will want a good 
chariott and a coach, not much the worſe for wearing, I can't tell, but will 
expect your commands, as well as for every elſe in my power, that her be for 

your ſervice. | 

The unanimity and vigour of the meaſures of the allys, to fulfill their en- 
gagements of the treaty of Seville, at the ſame time that they are willing to doe 
every thing that is reaſonable for peace, will, I hope, bring matters ſoon to a 
determination one way or another, I never ſaw fo great a calm as there is at 
preſent, after ſo great a ſtorm that threatened once in parliament: nor was 


there ever, I believe, a greater atisfaQtion 1 in all parts of 8 nation, as there is 
now in favour of the adminiſtration. 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD HARRINGTON. 


Sir Robert Walpole's friendſlup for him. 


Harrington - 


Pn (Whitehall, May 2—13, 1730.) I Had the honor of your private letter, 


which has given us all the greateſt ſatisfaction imaginable. I never ſaw fir Robert 
Private. more pleaſed in my life, he promiſed to write to you by this meſſenger, but I 
find has forgot it. He is moſt ſincerely your friend and ſervant. The king 
and queen are both extreamly pleaſed with your private letter ſending over 


the key. I long to have you amongſt us. I hope, in a few days, we ſhall 
ſend for you. Harry is much your ſervant. 


HORACE 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO THE PLENIPOTENTIARIES. Period IV, 
172700 1730. 
Lord Townſhend reſigns the ſeals. mn 
GENTLEMEN, London, May 179-28, 1730. wa 
Am juſt now return'd from my election at Yarmouth, and as I find his ma- Harrington 
jeſty will expett that I ſhould ſett out very ſoon for Paris, I ſend this meſ. **P** 
ſenger privately, to defire that Mr, Charters may come away forthwith with 
my chaiſe to Calais, where I hope to be on Saturday next, or the Monday fol- 
lowing at fartheſt; and as the duke of Newcaſtle will diſpatch a meſſenger to 
you, to-morrow, with an anſwer to your laſt letters, I ſhall only acquaint your 
excellencys, that lord Townſhend reſign'd the ſeals on Fryday, and I mett him 
on the road to Norfolk, yeſterday, You will learn the reſt from his grace. 
THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD HARRINGTON. 
On the reſignation of lord Townſhend. —Informs lord Harrington of his ap- 
porntment to the office of ſecretary of ſtate, 
MY LORD, Whitehall, May 19—30, 1730. 
J Have the king's commands to acquaint your excellency, that my lord Harrington 
Papers, 


Townſhend having obtained his majeſty's permiſſion to give up the ſeals of 
ſecretary of ſtate, which he accordingly did laſt Friday, his majeſty intends, 
at your return, to honour you with them. But as Mr. Walpole is, in a few 
days, to go back to Paris, the king would have you continue there till his ex- 
cellency comes, that as he will be able to explain to you and Mr. Poyntz, in 
the cleareſt and moſt particular manner, his majeſty's ſentiments and intentions 
and you two will beſt apprize him of what has been doing at the court of 
France, ſince he left it, and of the preſent diſpoſitions there, your excellency 
may, by your having all conferred together, be the better enabled at your re- 
turn, to give his majeſty your opinion, concerning the important affairs now 
depending at that court. But his majeſty would have your excellency pre- 
_ pare yourſelf to come away as ſoon as poſſible, after Mr. Walpole's ar- 
rival at Paris. In the mean time, I ſhall, by this day's poſt, notify to his ma- 
jeſty's miniſters in the ſeveral courts in the northern department, your in- 
tended promotion, with his majeſty's orders to direct their diſpatches to me, 


till your excellency's arrival. 


* 


Give me leave to wiſh your excellency joy of ſo diſtinguiſhing a mark of 
the 
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period IV. 


. the king's favour and confidence, and to aſſure you, of the ſatisfaQion that I 


have, in the hopes of your advice and aſſiſtance, in that ſhare of his majeſty's 
ſervice, with which I have the honour to be entruſted. 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD HARRINGTON; 


General ſtate of affairs, and diſpoſi tions of individuals.—Rejoices at the re- 
ſignation of lord Townſhend. 
MV DEAR LORD; Claremont, May 25—June 5, 1730, 

Harrington YOU may eaſily imagine, that I am extreamly impatient for your return to 

* — us: not only that I really want your aſſiſtance, but that I long to ſee 

Private. that compleated, which I have ſo long wiſhed. The only reaſon that you was 

| Copy, not ſent for att firſt, was, that it was thought Poyntz would be uneaſy to be 

left alone, and that Horace (who has been detained neceſſarily, to take the 

® Ascofferer. oaths “ at the term) might have an opportunity of diſcourſing fully with you, 

which indeed, I myſelf, think will be of ſervice. You will find every thing 

here, as you can wiſh; and I already perceive the advantage of having loſt a 

bad brother, and ſhall, I am perſwaded, ſoon find that of having a good one 

to the greateſt degree imaginable. The foreign miniſters (who have been all 

courted: by lord Townſhend, to gett them into the views and meaſures, in op- 

poſition to other people) muſt be gained by us. Chamorel will act an honeſt 

part; and I wiſh you could get an honeſt man in the room of Broglio, for it is 
impoſſible to do any thing with him. 

My dear friend, you muſt now conſider yourſelf in a quite different light 
from what you have ever been. We muſt now greatly depend upon you, for 
diretting us (and we cannot have a better guide) and as we ſhall be jointly re- 
ſponſible for every thing, we cannot be too earneſt for the ſucceſs of our af- 
fairs. We are all here full of doubts, though lord Townſhend, upon parting, 
ſaid, all was as good as done, if we we did not ſpoil it. With what view, he 
ſaid it, one may eaſily gueſs: for God ſake, bring either peace or war with 
you. For neither will lay us under the greateſt difficulties imaginable. 
Sir Robert is pure gay, and does like an angel; Mr. Cofferer, the ſame, 
whom you will ſoon ſee. My beſt reſpe&ts to honeſt Poyntz, and believe 
me, &c. | | L 

P. S. The paymaſter is much your's. I wiſh you would ſend an order to 
take lord Townſhend's houſe 1 in Cleaveland court, for your houſe muſt be our 
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rendezvous. I have ventured to make Mr. Tilſon very happy. I am ſure Period Iv. 


you will have uſe of him. Poor Weſton is very doubtful about his own 22739 
fate. DC 


THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO HORACE WALPOLE, 


Expreſſes his obligations to him and fir Robert Walpole. 
DEAR SIR, | May 21, 1730, 
Have received the honour of your's of the 21ſt paſt, and muſt repeat my Waldegrave 
thanks for the account you are ſo good as to ſend of your parliamentary PPer. 
proceedings, and my congratulations on the proſperous ſituation his majeſty's Private. 
affairs are in, both at home and abroad. | Drongle, 
The news you ſend me relating to myſelf, is certainly very agreeable on ſe. 
veral accounts, which I don't mention here, fince I ſee that the matter is to 
be kept private till further orders, but you can, I fancy, gueſs at moſt of 
them. I had by the laſt poſt, notice given me of this, by my lord duke of 
Newcaſtle, his grace informs me, how much you and fir Robert have contri- 
buted to it. As this is not the firſt mark of either of your friendſhips to me, 
and that I have often aſſured you both of the -gratefull ſence I ſhall ever re- 
tain for all your fayours, I will not enter into repetition of compliments; how- 
ever, I beg you will aſſure fir Robert from me, that nobody can be more 
ſenſible, than I am, of his kindneſs on this occaſion. I wiſh you much joy 
on the poſt you are deſigned for, which I take for granted, is of your own 
chooſing. Poor Burnaby is a good deal diſappointed in his expectations, 
by a propoſal the duke of Newcaſtle has made to me, about his kinſman, Mr. 
Thomas Pelham. I hope his grace will, upon occaſion, make Burnaby ſome 
amends. He has it ſo often in his power to do ſuch things, that I. hope he 
will do ſomething for him. 


THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO THE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD. 


Expreſſes his obligation to lord Townſhend. 
MY DEAR LORD, Vienna, May 23, 1730. 
Have received your moſt obliging letter of the 24th paſt, O. S. and am Waldegrave 
very ſenſible of your friendſhip, in the ſhare you take in any thing that is Papers. 
ſo much to my ſatisfaction, on ſeveral accounts, moſt of them too obvious to Dravght. 
trouble you with here. You have obliged me extreamly in what you tell me 
VOL, Il. PART IIs 4 U about 
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Period IV. about lord Townſhend, he did not ſay the leaſt word of himſelf, and in his 
8 letter, he rather diſclaimed the merit of it, than otherwiſe; tho“ I was at the | 

ſame time ſatisfied, it was in a great meaſure owing to him. I ſhould have . 
been very glad to have been able to do what you deſire for young Dayrolles, 1 
with whom I am very well ſatisfied, but I was before engaged by the duke of — 2 
Newcaſtle for his kinſman, who has ſerved ſome time of late in the ſame poſt, . 
but of this, I deſire you will take no notice till you hear it from others, for I 
was recommended ſecrecy. | 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO M. DE BOUSSET. 
| On his reſignation. 
MONSIEUR, | Whitehall, May 12, 1730. 
Townſhend "T"OUTES les fois que j'ay ẽtẽ à Hanover Jay reconnu en V. E. une ami- 
e ae tie ſi ouverte et ſi ſincere a mon ẽgard, que je ne ſcaurois me diſpenſer de 
Draught. vous faire part de la reſolution que je vais mettre en execution pour me retirer 
des affaires ſans manquer au reſpe& que je vous dois, et à la confiance, qui a 
EtE Etablie entre nous. La longue et penible maladie que Fay eu it y a preſ- 
que quatre ans, m'a tellement affoiblie la conſtitution du corps, que Jen ay reſ- 
ſenti de tems en tems depuis les terribles ſecouſſes. Cette diminution des 
forces m' ayant rendu moins capable de ſoùtenir le grand faix des affaires; 
Jay Ete oblige de ſonger a la retraite. Et en ayant demand la permiſſion au 
roy, ſa majeſtẽ a eu la bonte de me Yaccorder de la manière la plus gracieuſe 
du monde. Ainſy d'abord que les ſeances du parlement ſeront finies je me 
demettrai de ma charge, et me retirerai a ma campagne, pour ſoigner ma ſante, 
et jouir un peu de repos après les grandes fatigues que jay efſuyces. 

V. E. entendra peut Etre quelques autres raiſons de ma demiſſion, mais mes 
frequentes indiſpoſitions m'en ont inſpiree la premiere penſee. Cependant 
Javouerai a V. E. que quelques degout que j'ay eus par rapport au chevalier 

Walpole ont beaucoup fortifie cette reſolution. | 

Pay pourtant le plaiſir de voir que ma retraite ne changera rien aux affaires 
publiques, puiſqu'il n'y a pas le moindre doute que meſſieurs les freres Wal- 
pole ne pourſuivent fermement les mèmes principes et les mèmes meſures qui 
ont Ete ſuivies juſqu'a cette heure. Jeſpere que V. E. ne deſapprouvera 
pas une reſolution qui mene votre bon et fidele ami a quelque dElaſſement de 

corps et d'eſprit après les longues travaux d'un employ trop onoreux pour un 
5 vale- 
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valetudinaire. Je me rejouirai toujours de ſouvenir de notre amitie, et en Period IV. 


toute ſituation ou je me trouverai je ſerai ravi d'avoir encore des occaſions de — wy 
marquer le reſpeR, et la fincerite avec leſquels je ſuis, &c. 1730. 


— 


LORD TOWNSHEND To M. STEIN. 


| On his reſignation. 
MONSIEUR, Whitehall, May $16, 1730. 
InterEt que depuis que jay l honneur de vous connoitre, vous m'avez paru Townſhend 
prendre a tout ce qui me regarde, m'engage à vous communiquer la re- — — 
ſolution que j ay priſe de me retirer des affaires d'abord que le parlement ſe Draught. 
ſeparera. II y a quelque tems que ma ſante, qui, depuis ma grande maladie, 
n'a ẽtẽ gueres affermie, m'a fait ſonger à la retraite et à me ſouſtraire aux fa. 
tigues d'un employ qui ne convient nullement à un valetudinaire, Je vous 
avoue que la froideur qui eft ſurvenue depuis entre le chevalier Walpole et 
moy a contribue a me determiner ſar le parti que je vais prendre. Cependant 
vous devez Etre perſuade que je ne me ſerois jamais reſolu à quitter le ſervice, 
{i je n'ẽtois bien ſeur que mon Eloignement ne cauſera aucun changement ici 
par rapport aux affaires generales. Je dois rendre cette juſtice a Meſſrs. 
Walpole qu'ils ſont entiẽrement diſpoſes à s' en tenir aux principes que nous 
avons ſuivis juſqu'a preſent, et je ſuis convaincu que les allies du roy n'auront 
jamais ſujet de ſe plaindre de leur conduite. S. M. m'a accords ſa permiſ- 
fion de me retirer de la maniere la plus obligeante du monde, et I'a accom- 
pagnee des temoignages les plus gratieux de ſa bontẽ pour moy. Jay pris la 
liberté de Paſſurer que je ſerois toujours pret a fournir les eclairciſſements 
dont il me jugeroit capable par raport à ſes affaires. Comme je n'ay rien de 
cache pour vous, j'ay cri devoir vous faire ce detail; je vous prie pourtant 
de ne le communiquer a qui que ce ſoit, 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO M. SLINGELANDT, PENSIONARY OF 
HOLLAND. 


Announces his reſignation. 


JM] ONSIEUR, apres tant de marques que nous nous ſommes donnes d'une Townſhend 
confiance rẽciproque dans le cours d'une fi longue amitie, V. E. aura eren. 
lieu d' etre ſurpriſe que vous aimant et vous honorant comme je fais, je ne Draugbt. 
| 4U 2 vous 
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Period IV. vous aye pas communique plutot la reſolution que J'ay priſe depuis quelque 
727 to 1730. tems de me retirer des affaires auſfitdt que la ſèance du parlement ſera finie. 


Mais j eſpère que V. E. voudra bien ajouter foy aux aſſurances que je luy ay 
donne que les ſentiments favorables qu'elle a toujours temoignes a mon égard, 
et la crainte d'eſſuyer des reproches qu'une pareille ouverture pourroit m'at- 
tirer d'un ami fi partial envers moy ont ẽtẽ les ſeules raiſons qui m'ont em- 
peche juſqu'icy de lui faire part de mon deflein. Ma ſanté qui depuis ma 
grande maladie, n'a jamais ẽtẽ parfaitement retablie, m'a inſpire depuis long- 
tems le deſir d' etre diſpenſe des fatigues du miniſtre et de paſſer le reſte de 
mes jours en repos; et je ne dois point vous celer que jay étẽ fortifiẽ dans 
cette inclination par la mẽſintelligence qui eſt enſuite ſurvenuẽ entre le che- 
valier Walpole et moy. 

Cependant vous pouvez compter que ma retraite ne cauſera aucun change- 
ment icy a l'egard des affaires generales, et que je ne me ſerois jamais de- 
terminẽ A quitter le ſervice dans cette conjoncture, ſi je n'etois abſolument 
convaincu que Meſſrs. Walpole ſont auſſi diſpoſes, qu'on le peut ſouhaiter, a 
obſerver ſans variation les principes que nous avons ſuivis juſqu'a preſent. 
S. M. a eu la bonte de m'accorder ſa permiſſion de me retirer de la manière 


la plus obligeante du monde, et a accepte tres gratieuſement les aſſurances que 


Jay pris la liberte de luy donner, que nonobſtant mon eloignement des af- 
faires, je ſerois toujours pret de fournir tous les Eclairciſſemens dont je ſerois 
capable, toutes les fois qu'elle les jugeroit neceſſaire pour ſon ſervice. 
Jeſpere qu*apres ce que je viens de vous dire, vous ne deſapprouveres pas 
entièrement la reſolution que j'aye priſe qui eſt très nẽceſſaire pour la con- 


ſervation de ma ſanté et ne pourra avoir aucune mauvaiſe ſuite a Pegard du 


public. Cependant je vous prie que ce dẽtail ne ſoit * pour vous et mon- 
fieur le greffier. 
PENSIONARY SLINGELANDT TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


In reps | 
MY LORD, A la Haye, le 23 de Mai, 1 3 


Townſhend JL eſt de la lettre par te il a plũ a votre excellence de me communi- 


Papers. 


quer la reſolution, qu'elle a priſe de ſe retirer des affaires, comme il eſt 
des grands coups, qui quoique prevus, ne laiſſent pas d'etourdir, lorſqu'ils 
ſont frappez. ]'en ſens, mylord, toutes les ſuites, et en particulier ce que je 

| vous 
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perds par v6tre retraite, Cependant, après avoir confidere les raiſons que 
vous avez eu la bonte de me communiquer en ami, je ſuis ſi èloigné de bla- 
mer le parti que votre excellence a pris, que tout au contraire je Padmire, et 
que je ſerois tres porte à imiter votre exemple, ſi des perſonnes pour leſquel- 
les j'ai avec raiſon beaucoup de deferance, ne m'en detournoient, par la con- 
ſideration que, quelque peu utile que je ſois dans mon poſte, je ne puis le 
quitter pour le preſent ſans prejudice du pays, que je ſers. 

je prie le bon dieu, qu'apres avoir ſacrifiè vos plus beaux jours au ſervice 
du publique vous puiſſiez long tems jouir dans une parfaite ſantẽ, et dans une 
heureuſe tranquilite, du contentement de voir que les affaires de votre patrie, 
et de toute l' Europe n'aillent pas moins bien que pendant qu'elles ont paſſe 
par vos mains, et que vos amis n'ayent jamais lieu de vous regreiter. Et com- 
me tant que je vivrai, je penſerai avec un plaiſir extreme à un ami tel que 
vous; je vous ſupplie, mylord, de ſonger quelques fois dans votre heureuſe 
retraite, que rien ne diminuera jamais le moins du monde la vivacite des ſen- 
timens d'une veritable, et tres parfaite eſtime, et veneration, que Jay eu pour 
vous depuis le tems que mon bonheur m'a concilie votre connoiſſance et 
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1727 to 1730. 
— 


1730. 


votre amitie, et qui fe ſont fortifiez, et augmentez, a meſure que les affaires 


nous ont fourni les occaſions de nous entretenir tant de bouche que par 
Ecrit. 


THOMAS TOWNSHEND TO STEPHEN POYNTZ. 


Announces the death of lord Townſhend. 


DEAR SIR, Raynham, June 22, 1738, 
Believe nobody will be more concern'd than you, at the terrible calamity 
which has befallen our family by the loſs of my father, who dy'd laſt night 

of an apoplectic fit. He had been very chearful all the evening, and retir'd 


Sydney 
Papers. 


to his ſtudy, when we went to ſupper, in perfect health to all appearance, but 


in about half an hour rung his bell, and was dead before any body could reach 
him. The affliftion and miſery which this ſad accident has occaſioned here, 
is not to be expreſſed. I hope all your family is well. 
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Period V. REV. DR. CONYERS MIDDLETON* To THE HON. THOMAS 
1727t01730. 
— TOWNSHEND. 
Condoles with him on the death of lord Townſhend. 
DEAR SIR, | ; Cambridge, June 25, 1738. 


T gives me a very ſenſible concern, to be called ſo unexpeRedly to the me- 
lancholy taſk of condoling with you on the death of lord Townſhend; for 
beſides the ſhare which I ſhall always bear in every inſtance of grief, which 
can poſſibly reach you, I have in this a part of my own, and find myſelf pe- 


culiarly affected by the loſs of a great man, who did me the honour of inviting 


me to his friendſhip, and by the authority of his good opinion, help'd to allay 
thoſe prejudices which were unjuſtly conceiv'd againſt me. As I had been 
pleaſing myſelf with the thoughts of ſpending ſome agreeable days this ſummer, 
in his lordſhip's converſation, ſo I am now touched with a kind of remorſe, 
and condemn myſelf as it were of a fin for having never taken the oppor- 
tunity of teſtifying my duty and gratitude for the marks which he had given 
me of his favour. But inſtead of adminiſtering comfort to you, which was my 
deſign at ſetting down, I am ſhewing only that I want it myſelf; yet were I 
never ſo much at eaſe on the occaſion, I ſhould ſpare myſelf that trouble, when 
I reflect that I am writing to one whoſe good ſenſe and knowledge of the world 
both ancient and modern, can never ſuffer him to afflict himſelf beyond what 
is natural, for any accident which cannot be retrieved. It is impoſſible indeed 
that the ſudden death of a kind and worthy parent, ſhould not be greatly 


ſhocking to one of your affeQionate temper; yet that very circumſtance of 


its being ſudden, which generally adds weight to the firſt aſſaults of grief, 
ſeems to have ſomething in it, upon recollettion, which tends rather to alleviate 
it. For it was the common wiſh, we know, of the wiſe and great in all ages, 
to fall as his lordſhip did, by the firſt ſtroke as it were of the executioner, with- 
out paſſing through the lingring tortures of a ſick bed, or living to ſully the 
luſtre of a noble character, and ſinking by a kind of metempſychoſis even be- 
fore death from the man into the animal. | 

This was lord Townſhend's caſe. He had borne a principal part in the 
public counſels of the nation, with the glorious character of being the patron 


* The celebrated author of the Life of Cicero, 


of 
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of its laws and liberties, till ſatiated with honours, and tired with the hurry of Period IV. 
1727 to 1730. 
— — 


affairs, he withdrew himſelf to the liberal uſe and enjoyment of his private 
fortunes, where he gave a ſhining pattern to the nobility, of a virtuous hoſpi- 
table ſplendid life, and having left a numerous iſſue to the propagation of his 
name, and the imitation of his virtues, was removed without taſting pain or 
ſickneſs, to that ſuperior happineſs, which is deſtined to the friends and bene- 
factors of mankind. So that if a ſubje& of the firſt eminence, were left to 
carve his fortunes by his wiſhes, 1 do not know what he could wiſh more 
happy or more honorable than the life and death of lord Townſhend. This 
is the reflection which people will naturally make on his lordſhip's death. I 
wiſh that it could help to relieve any part of that grief, which you now feel for 
it; but beg of you at leaſt to take it as it is meant, for a teſtimony of that ho- 
nor and reſpe&, which I bear to you and your family, which your favors have 
given you a right always to expect from, &c. 


« 


END OF VOLUME THE SECOND. 


JAMES EASTON, PRINTER, 
SALISBURY. 
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